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AHMADNAGAR.

CHAPTER 1.
DESCRIPTION.

Ahmadnagar, lying between 18° 20’ and 19° 59’ north latitude
and 73° 40" and 75°43’ east longitude, with an areaof 6666 square miles,
had, in 1881, a population of 751,228 or 11269 to the square mile,
and in 1882-83, a realizable land revenue of £139,430 (Rs. 13,94,300).

The district is very irregular in shape somewhat resembling a
slanting cross with a length of 120 and a breadth of 125 miles. It
is bou led on the north by the Yeola sub-division of N4sik; on the
north- .a3t, east, and south-east by the Nizdm’s dominions; on the
south by the Karméla sub-division of Sholdpur; on the south-west
by the Bhimthadi, Sirur, and Junnar sub-divisions of Poona ; on the
west by the Murbdd and Shéhdpur sub-divisions of Théna; and on
the north-west by the Igatpuri and Sinnar sub-divisions of N4sik.
Except a few detached villages and groups of villages surrounded
by the Nizém’s territory in the south-east, and one isoluted village
lying towards Aurangabad on the north-east, the district, though
irregular in shape, is compact.

For administrative purposes Ahmadnagar is divided into eleven
sub-divisions with, on an average, an area of 606 square miles, 125
villages, and 68,293 people. Their positions are: In the north
Kopargaon ; in the east Nevdsa and Shevgaon ; in the south Nagar,
Karjat, Shrigonda, and Pérner; in tho west Sangamner and Akola ;
and in the centre Réhuri. The groups of villages in the south-east
form the sub-division of Jdmkhed. :

AHMADNAGAR ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS, 1882-83.

VILLAGES, HANLETS, PoruraTiON,

Sus-D A I g et
UB-DIVISION. |AREA. ENUR,
g g E S 1881 | SU8re | 1gen.g3.

5 | = g 3 :i

|3 |8 |38 |3 |8

&

Kopargson..| 511 | 19| 6| 125 18| .. | 16| esyse| 124 | o1,788
Nevisa .. 607| 118| 80| 18| 10| "8 | 18| 7sues| 128 | 1807
Shevgaon .| 670| 160( 28| 188| 60| 8 | &38| sris{ 1% | 15602
Nagar .. 69| o8| 19| N7| S| 7| 8| 108950| 176 | 13,661
Karjat .| 680 72| 10| 's2| 47| 171 | e4| "sas0| 60 882
Shrigonda .| 65| 78| 8| 86| 54| .. | Ba| BL201| 83 | 1064
Phrner .| 70| 107| 16| 123| 66| 10 | es| ‘7mvoL| o4 | 10980
Songammer..| 78| 151| 8| 19| ss| 8 | s6| ess67| 06 | 14882
Ako o1 ess| 52| 6] 67| 20| ¢ | 23| eos00| 108 7995
Reharl  .f 47| 11| 7| us| 2| 1| ‘o8 2 | 1,704
Jimkhed .| 482| 60| 17| 77| 0| 14 | 104| eope0| 126 7496
Total ..| 6666 | 1226 | 166 | 1380 | ess | e | 700 | 761,228 | 113 | 189,480

1 Contributed by Mr. T. 8. Hamilton, C. 8,
B 7721
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The whole district lies on the elevated tableland of the Deccan
which has a general slope from west to east. The western
sub-division of Akola, which abuts on the Sahyddris, is the highest
part of the district, and indeed of the Deccan, averaging 2500 feet
above the sea-level. The plain of Shevgaon which lies to the
extreme east of the district is not more than 1500 feet above the sea.

As only the western corner of the district touches the Sahyéadris,
the extent of what is known as the DANa or hill country is limited
to about a hundred villages of the Akola sub-division. In this
region the rainfall is excessive, and the rough and hilly ground is
seamed by torrents which wash the soil from the mountain slopes into
the valleys where its progress is arrested by walls of mud and stone
erected at different levels, thus forming terraces on which rice, the
staple crop of the Ddngs, is grown. On the shallower soils of the
hill-sides, often on slopes so steep that it is difficult to stand upright,
many coarse cereals are grown by what is known as dahli or wood-ash
tillage, The enormous rainfall necessitates the use of manure, and as
wood-ash is readily obtained in the Déng country it is universally
employed. Patches of ground are covered with layers of lopped
boughs, leaves, and grass, which are fired in the hot weather, and,
after the first rain, the sced is sown in the ashes from which the -
seedlings are, in some cases, subsequently transplanted. Though
undeniably successful, this system of cultivation is disastrous to the
forests which unhappily are fast disappearing under yearly lopping.
Such few trees as remain on the lower hill-slopes are miserably
stunted. Unless the present system is checked, at no distant time
the whole of the once verdant valleys at the sources of the Pravara
and the Mula will be a sterile waste. On the upper slopes the trees

are carefully prescrved by the forest department but the damage to
those below is irreparable.

The houses of the better class of cultivators in the Ddng villages
are built of baked earth with tiled roofs. Those of the poorer
classes are mere huts of wattle and daub thickly thatched. They
are frequently oval in shape with a trellis in front covered with
creeping gourds. In the extreme west, all classes live in such
frail habitations that it not unfrequently happens that a whole
village is destroyed by fire in a few hours. The western hills
furnish an abundance of somewhat coarse fodder.

The transition from the hilly to the open or Drsa country of the
Deccan is rapid; from the crest of the Sahy4dris, where the rainfall is .
believed to vary from 150 to 200 inches, to the town of Akola, where
it averages twenty inches, is a distance of less than twenty miles.
The open or Desh country of Ahmadnagar presents an endless
variety of aspect. In the north, centre, and east are the fertile
alluvial plains of Kopargaon, Réhuri, Nevésa, and Shevgaon, lyin
in the valley of the God4vari where wheat and various millets an
vetches are grown ; in the extreme south are the alluvial but less
fertile plains of Shrigonda and Karjat, lying in the valley of the
Bhima. Between the Godévari and the Bhima valleys there is
every variety of bare hill and cultivated dale in the sub-divisions
of Sangamner, Pérner, Nagar, and Jdmkhed, Some parts are well
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wooded with mango and tamarind groves; in other parts, though the
soil is equally fertile for grain, scarcely a tree of any size is to be
seen. The summits and slopes of the hills are uniformly bare of
trees, the depth of earth apparently not affording nourishment for
anything more than stunted bushes of khair Acacia catechu, and
prickly cactus which at a distance can hardly be distinguished fron
the basalt boulders which are strewn broadcast over the hill-sides.

The villages are usually compact, the houses are built of stones
and mud or sun-dried pricks and have mostly flat roofs of the
cheaper woods. Over the wood of the roof is spread a thick layer
of white earth which keeps the interior cool in the hot weather and
at the same time is a sufficient protection against the light rainfall,
Houses of well-to-do village officers and moneylenders are frequently
double-storied with tiled roofs. Many of the villages are surrounded
by walls built either of baked earth on a substructure of coarse
masoury or of stone and mud throughout. These with their corner
bastions and their gateways give a deceptive air of substantiality to
the villages which from a distance look like fortresses, especially
when built as they frequently are on ground slightly raised above
the level of the surrounding plain. Of late years many village walls
have been allowed to fall into disrepair and the people show no
desire for their restoration.

On the whole, partly owing to the want of trees, partly to the
ruinous state of so many village walls, and partly to the geological
conformation of the hills, the general aspect of the open country of
Ahmadnagar is desolate. Only after heavy rain are the hill-slopes
green and the green quickly turns to dull yellow as the thin
surface layer of earth becomes heated and the tender grass withers
under the scorching sun. During the hot months, after the late
crops have been harvested, the country is as black and hideous as it
is possible for a country to be.

The Sahy4dri mountains form, for a distance of about twenty-
five miles, a continuous natural boundary between the Ahmadnagar
and Thdna districts. When viewed from the west or low level of
the Konkan the appearance of this range is that of a mighty wall
of rock, 2000 to 8000 feet high, of dark hue relieved by narrow
horizontal belts of grass and evergreen forest, surmounted by
isolated peaks and rocky bluffs rising in many places to a further
height of 1000 to 1500 feet.

The three hill-forts of Kulang, Ratangad, and Harishchandragad
are among the most striking of these masses of rock within
Ahmadnagar limits. These mark the points of divergence from the
main line of the Sahyddris of three great spurs, Kalsybai..l, Béleshvar,
and Harishchandragad, which/stretch far across the district, gradually
decreasing in height as they pass eastwards.

. The Karsunir Range, branching off at Kulang, is the northeramost
of the three spurs and for sonie twenty miles forms the boundary
between the Ahmadnagar and Ndsik distriots. Viewed from the
Nésik side it presents the appearance of & continuous and in many
places a precipitous wall of rock, Almost every hill in this range bas

-Cha&r ) &
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Kalaubdi Rangs.
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been s fort and many still have water cisterns and granaries. East
of Kulang is the twin fort of Alang, both of great natural strength.
Then come a series of rocky and precipitous peaks, averaging 5000
feet in height, followed by Kalsub4i, the conical summit of which,
5427 feet, is the highest point in the Bombay Presidency. FEast of
Kalsub4i is a natural depression in the range over which winds the
B4ri pass road leading from the Rédjur hills to the plain of the Ddrna
river in the Nésik district below. The truncated hill of Pandéra
commands this road on the east. The next noteworthy peaks are
Palan, Bitangad, aud Mahdkéali. The range here sweeps northward
to the once celebrated forts of Patta and Aundha which were the
scene of many a fierce contest between the Mardthds and Moghals.
"The magnificent amphitheatre of rock between these two forts s one
of the most striking features of the range. Two smaller spurs which
run in a south-easterly direction, enclosing the valley of the Adula
river, branch off near Bitangad and Patta. On the main range
east of Aundha is the fort of Ad, which lies in the Nasik district.
The hills now take a south-easterly direction, running parallel with
the spurs and enclosing the valley of the Mahdlungi. Crossing
the south of the Sinnar sub-division of Nésik, the range enters the
Sangamner sub-division about eight miles north of the chief town,
and, after a further course of fifteen miles, ends somewhat sharply
with the hill of Dudheshvar, 2748 feet above sea level and about
950 feet above the bed of the Pravara river in the valley below.

The tract of country which lies between the central portion of
this range and the Pravara river is extremely rugged. The two
flat-topped hills of Tédva 3526 feet, and Raula, which lie a few miles
north of the town of Akola, are conspicuous objects from all parts
of the Pravara valley. Another striking hill is Mdnbhav 3013 feet,
which lies east of Tdva on the boundary between Akola and
Sangamner. As far east as Kalsubéi the mountains are fairly
wooded with mango, jdmbhul Syzigium jambolanum, and other
evergreen trees ; in the central part there are fewer evergreens, but
teak abounds especially on the slopes of the spurs jutting towards
the south ; the part of the range which lies in Sangamner is covered
only with scrub and in places is bare.

The BAresuvar Range, the second great spur of the Sahy4dris,
which branches off at Ratangad seven miles south-east of Kulang,
completely traverses the Akola and Sangamner sub-divisions
forming on the north the valley of the Pravara and on the south the
valley of the Mula. East of Ratangad are a series of lofty mountains,
K4trdbdi, Mura, Shirpunj, and Sindola, the last towering over
Pébar 4452 feet, which juts out with a long shoulder to the north
at right angles to the range. Next comes Asvalya 4195 feet, then
Ghétsari 3159 feet, and Dhagya 3385 feet. The range culminates
with Bdleshvar, as a central mass whose summit 3828 feet high
is crowned with a ruined Hemd4dpanti temple, surrounded by spurs
radiating from the centre in all directions, the whole covering an
area of some twenty-five square miles. On an isolated hill at the en%
of one of these spurs, projecting to the north-west, is the fort o
Pemgad. Betwoen Baleshvar and Dhumya 3027 feet, which is the
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last notable point in the range, is the Chandngpuri pass crossed by  Chapter I
the Poona-Nésik high road. East of Dhumya the hills decrease in Description.
height and finally subside in the open plain near Réhuri. This
range, which is about sixty miles long, has much the same forest
characteristics as the Kalsubdi range. As far as Pabar there are
evergreen belts, from Pabar to Bileshvar teak trees arethe prevailing
feature, and further east there are the same sterile hills, bare or at '
most covered with low scrub,

The third range which leaves the Sahy4dris at HARISHCHANDRAGAD Harishchandragad
is the longest in the district and forms the'water-shed between Range.
the Godédvari and the Bhima rivers, Its direction for the first
fifteen miles is easterly, shutting in the valley of the Mula river
which flows between it and the Béleshvar range, and forming
the boundary line between the Ahmadnagar and Poona districts.
Bast of the Harishchandra fort lies the fort of Kunjal; near
Bréhmanvada the range, gradually decreasing in height, takes a
turn to the south-east, crosses the corner of the Junnar sub-division
‘of Poona, and enters Pdrner which it completely traverses. The
summits of the hills here widen into the plateau of Kénhur, of a
mean height of 2800 feet above the sea and 700 feet above the plain
of the Ghod river on the west towards which the range presents a
wall-like front. Near the village of J4mgaon on the Nagar side of
the plateau a flat ridge shoots to the north-east ; this, though of no
great height and in many placés bardly distinguishable from the
country round, forms the water-shed line between the tributaries
of the Godavdri and those of the Bhima. The ridge enters the
Nagar sub-division and as the ground on the mnorth gradually
acquires a slope towards the Mula river, it becomes the crest of
a tableland having a gentle slope towards the south-east. North
of the town of Ahmadnagar the crest rises again to the dignity of
a mountain range. The hills of Gorakhndth 2982 feet, Mdnjar-
sumba, and Gunjéla are conspicuous from all parts of the sub-
division. On the north side the range presents an abrupt front
towards the lowlying plains of Réhuri and Nevdsa in the valley of
the Godévari; on the south side the country has a mean elevation
of 2200 feet with a slope towards the south-east indicated by the
direction of the Siua river. At the foot of Ménjarsumba is a little
glen opening towards the north, commonly known as the Happy
Valley, the natural beauty of which attracts many visitors from
Ahmadnagar, and down an adjacent ravine still further east winds
the road to Toka and Aurangabad. The range here turns south-
cast keeping its wall-like face towards the Goddvari. Some of the
hills attain considerable elevations, that on which the tomb of
Saldbat Khan is built being 3080 feet above the sea level and 1000
feet above the town of Ahmadnagar which lies six miles to the west
in the valley of the Sina. Extending still further the range
gradually loses its continuous character ; minor branches jut out on
both sides giving a varied and rugged appearance to the sub-
divisions of Shevgaon and Jdmkhed. Still further to the south-east
the summits of the hills widen and graduall{ spread into the flat
elevated country known as the Bildgh4t which extends far into the
‘Nizém’s dominions, the western torner only lying within Abhmadnagar

MovuxNTAINS,
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limits. The length of this chain of hills from the main line of the

* Sahyédris to the Baldghdt is about a hundred and twenty miles.

Another branch of the range leaving the Kdnhur platean crosses the
north-east corner of the Shrigonda sub-division and enters Karjat.
Still pursuing a south-east direction, the hills gradually decrease
in height and disappear near the Bhima river. A distinguishing
feature of this branch is the succession of pathdrs or flat-topped hills
which are so uniformly horizontal as to bear an almost artificial
appearance.

Besides these leading ranges there are many hills both isolated
and forming the backbones of ridges between streams. These,
though often of considerable height above the sea, present no striking
appearance from the tableland out of which they rise. They are
usually covered with coarse grass and loose stones.

The district is drained by two chief rivers, the Goddvari and the
Bhima a tributary of the Krishna. The water-shed line is the
great spur of the Sahyddris which branches off at Harishchandragad
and stretches completely across the district from west to east.

The GopAvari, which drains by far the larger part of the district,
including the sub-divisions of Kopargaon, Sangamner, Akola,
Réhuri, Nevisa, Shevgaon, the northern half of Pérrer, and parts of
Nagar and Jdmkhed, rises near Trimbak in Ndsik on the eastern
slope of the Sahyddris. After passing the town of Nidsik it
receives the Bidnganga and the Kddva from the north and the Dérna
from the south, and is already a considerable stream, when, after a
course of about sixty miles, it entors the north-west corner of the
Kopargaon sub-division. It then flows south-east through a rich
alluvial plain past Kopargaon to the town of Puntdmba, which is
situated on the Nizdm’s frontier, where it receives from the south the
combined waters of the K4t and Khara rivers. From Puntdmba to
a point beyond Paithan, a distance of sixty miles, the God4vari forms
almost continuously the boundary between Ahmadnagar and the
Nizdm’s dominions. At the village of Toka it receives on its right
bank the combined waters of the Pravara and the Mula. A fow
miles below, the Shiva and the Gdnda join it from tho left and the
Dhora from the right. Two miles east of Mungi the river enters
the Nizdm’s dominions, and thence, flowing across the peninsula, it
empties itself into the bay of Bengal after a total course of 900 miles.

The bed of the river is for the most part sandy, but in many
places bands of rock crop up and lie across its course, damming the
stream into large pools above and forming rapids below. In these
Pools, which are often of great extent and depth, fish usually abound.
The banks are sometimes sloping but more generally are steep and
broken. Where sloping, cultivation rarely extends within the
ordinary flood line, and the banks being denuded of their surface
soil by the action of the water and fissured by side streams present
a desolate and barren aspect. Where the banks are steep and high
they are generaliy cultivated up to the edge. In the fair season the
stream occupies but a small portion of its channel, and in many
‘places crops of wheat and vegetables are raised on the alluvial

eposits within its bed, while the gravelly sand is generally plantad
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with melons. The river is at this season fordable except in the deep
pools. During the rains it cannot be crossed without the help of
rafts or boats. This river, which is styled the Ganga of Southern
Ind}&, 18 held in the highest veneration. Its waters are believed to
%urlfy from sin and many yearly visit it to bathe and be cleansed.

or the same reason the ashes of the dead should restin the Ganga,
and numbers come from long distances to gain this advantage for
their relations. So much is the holy river the centre for those who
live near it that for miles from its banks, the ox in the plough, the
stack in the farm-yard, or the gate of the village nearest the river
is known as Gangekadil or Ganga-wards. The chief tributaries of
the Godédvari are the Pravara and the Dhora.

The PrAVARA rises on the eastern slopes of the Sahyddris between
Kulang and Ratangad. After a sinuous course of twelve miles in an
easterly direction, near the village of Ranad, it falls into a rocky
chasm 200 feet deep, and then winds for eight miles through a deep
narrow glen which opens into a wider valley east of and below the
central plateau on which the town of R4jur stands. After flowing
across this valley the river enters the Desh or level portion of the
Akola sub-division. As it passes the town of Akola it receives on
the left the Adula river and further on the Mahdlungi on the same
side. Through Sangamner and Réhuri the Pravara flows between
low cultivated banks. Still keeping its easterly course it receives,
as it enters Nevdsa, the waters of the Mula river, and the united
streams then turning to the north-east fall into the Goddvari at the
sacred village of Toka. The total length of the Pravara is 120
miles. Its water is much used for irrigation and is considered by
Hindus to be more wholesome for drinking even than the water of
the Godédvari.

The Apura rises in the north of Akolaon the slopes of Patta and
Mahdkali. It flows for fifteen miles in an easterly direction between
two ranges of hills which enclose the Samsherpur valley; then,
after falling into a rocky chasm some 150 feet deep it winds between
rugged and precipitous hill-sides for a couple of miles, when,
debouching into the plain of Sangamner, it turns south and falls
into the Pravara three miles west of the town of Sangamner.
Though only twenty-five miles in length the Adula during the rainy
season is subject to sudden and rapid floods owing to the rocky
country and the heavy rainfall in the upper part of its course. In
the lower part of its course the banks are sloping but fissured by
minor tributary streams to such an extent that approach to the bed
of the river is a matter of some difficulty. It has a perennial flow
and near the town of Samsherpur, where the bed is flat and rocky,
the water is much used for direct irrigation.

The Mau£LuNai rises on the ‘southern and eastern slopes of
Patta and Aundha. After a-course of three to four miles it passes
east into the Sinnar sub-division of N4sik, flowing to the north of
and nearly parallel to the Adula. It re-enters Ahmadnagar after
taking a bend to the south, and, still preserving a course parallel to
‘that of the Adula, it joins the Pravara at the town of Sangamner.

In the lower part of its course it has a wide shallow sandy bed, and
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after a heavy fall of rain the force of its current is terrifis, often

causing the waters of the Pravara to back up and overflow their-
banks for a long distance above the town of Sangamner. The

fMahdlungi like the Adula is about twenty-five mileslong. Its water

18 not used for dam irrigation as the stream disappears from the
surface soon after the close of the rainy season. .

The Mura rises on the eastern slopes of the Sahyédris between
Ratangad and Harishchandragad. For the first twenty miles it
flows parallel to the Pravara draining the southernmost or Kotul
valley of the Akola sub-division. Its bed throughout is tortuous
and deep, and the surface of the valley is cut by vast fissures formed
by the mountain torrents that dash into the main stream. Passing
the town of Kotul it takes a bend to the south winding between
the rocky precipices at the foot of Béleshvar. It then crosses the
south-west corner of the Sangamner sub-division and pursues a mean
easterly course between Sangamner and Pérner, flowing in a deep
bed between rugged hills on the north and the tableland of Vésunda
on the south. It then takes a sudden turn to the north-east and
enters the plain of Rdhuri four miles south-west of the sub-divisional
town. Passing across the plain in the same direction for another
eighteen miles it joins the Pravara at the village of Sangam. The
total distance from its source to its meeting with the Pravara is
about ninety miles. Except in the lower part of its course, on
account of the great depth of its bed, the water of the Mula is little
used for irrigation.

The DroRA rises on the slopes of the hills east of the town of
Ahmadnagar. It flows north-easterly, draining the Shevgaon and
part of the Nevdsa sub-divisions, and falls into the God4dvari four
miles west of the town of Paithan. Its total length is under thirty-
five miles.

The Brua river drains the whole of the southern portion of the

. district, comprising the greater part of the Pirner and Nagar sub-

divisions, the whole of Shrigonda and Karjat, and nearly the whole
of Jémkhed. It first touches the district near Dhond in Poona, and
for some thirty-five miles, forms continuously part of the boundary
between Ahmadnagar and Poona. It receives on its left bank the
waters of the Ghod, a stream of considerable volume, and further
east it is joined by the Sarasvati, the Lohkera, and the N4ni. On the
right, on account of the nearness of the hills, the drainage is insignifi-
cant. 'The course of the Bhima is continuously to the south-east.
It passes along the western boundary of Sholdpur, crosses that
district, and, after skirting the northern boundary of Bijépur, enters
the Nizdm’s dominions near Béglur, and falls into the KJrishna a few
miles above Rdichur. The banks of the river are generally low and
cultivated and in places fringed with bdbhul Acacia arabica. The
river bed is sandy, crossed here and there by a barrier of rock.
There are many deep pools, but during the hot months the stream is
inconsiderable. The chief tributaries of the Bhima are the Ghod
and the Sina. -

The Gmop, the main tributary of the Bhima, rises on the
slopes of the Sahyédris in the Junnar sab-division of Poona. It
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flows in a south-easterly direction, and, for over fifty miles, forms part
of the south-western boundary between the Ahmadnagarand Poona
distriots. Near the cantonment of Sirur, it receives on its left the
Kukdi, a stream of about the same size, and further down its volume

is increased by the waters of the Hanga, the largest of the numerous
“streams which convey to it the drainage of the Pérner and Shri-
'gonda sub-divisions. On the right bank, the proximity of the

water-shed renders the drainage small. The banks of the stream
are low and cultivated and its bed is generally’ rocky. In the dry
months the stream is scanty and fordable in many places, but can
seldom be crossed in the rains without boats. The Ghod falls
into the Bhima at the place where the Bhima begins to form the
south-western boundary of the district.

The Sina has two chief sources, one near Jémgaon fourtcen
miles west of the town of Ahmadnagar, the other near Jeur ten
miles to the north-east. The town of Ahmadnagar is built on the

" left bank of the river, which there takes a south-easterly course, and,

for a distance of forty miles, forms the boundary between Ahmad-
nagar and the Nizdm’s dominions. On the left it receives. tho
waters of the Mehekri. Leaving the district boundary it enters

" Sholdpur and ultimately falls into the Bhima. The banks of the

Sina are low and cultivated and its bed is sandy. After heavy rain
its stream is somewhat rapid as is shown by the directness of its

. course, but the surface flow ceases in the hot months.!

»

f

ﬁ.
¢
‘;

\?e%u noticeable in the'glen of Vadgaon-Darya, three miles west
o

Besides these rivers many smaller streams intersect the district,
but they contain water only during the rainy season. Little has
been done towards storing the water that falls during the south-
west monsoon.  Only a little canal irrigation is found chiefly in
the basins of the smaller streams. The chief irrigation works are
the Ojhar canal in Sangamner, tho Lékh canal in Réhuri, and the
Bhétodi lake in Nagar. The two first are now, the third is an old
work improved and extended.? There is a good deal of well
irrigation cspecially in the north, where the gardens are more or
less verdant throughout the year.

8 The whole district forms part of the great trap region of the
Deccan. . Throughout Ahmadnagar the trap rock is distinctly
stratified and, as in the rest of the Deccan, the alternative beds of
basalt and amygdaloid preserve a striking parallelism to each other.
To the eye they appear horizontal, but surveys have shown that the
flows have a slight dip to the east. That intertrappean rocks of
the cretaceous system exist may perhaps be inferred from the lime-
stone outcrop at several places on the west side of the Kénhur
platean, a prolongation of the main spur of the Sahy4dris. This is

ur, where the limestone cliffs worn by the falling water,

chhta_, IIX 3
! ven in the Agrioulture Chapter.

Detaila are .
3 Lieutenant-Colonel Sykes, Geological Papers on Western Indis, §9-115.

‘BT72--2

i 1In 1562, a flood on the Sina is said to have carried away about 25,000 men of the
| army of R‘m—lz{.:ga, the Vijayanagar king, who was camped on its bank. Brigge’ -
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decorated with pendant stalactites and clothed with delicate ferns,
resent all the charming characteristics of Derbyshire scenery on a
iminutive scale. At Jitegaon, further south, is a smaller glen of
the same kind. The descent from the summit of the Sahyédris in
the west of the district to the Konkan is precipitous, and stupendous
escarpments occasionally occur, the scarp on the west face of
Harirsgxchandragad being fully 8000 feet high. In such places the
numerous layers form a continuous wall being piled exactly over each
other. On the eastern side the descent is by terraceswhich often occur
at long intervals. In the alternation of the strata there does not
appear to be any uniformity. But the general level, thickness, and
extent of a stratum are preserved as in sedimentary rocks on both
sides of a valley, the basalt and hardest amygdaloids being tracenble
for miles in the parallel spurs or ranges, but the imbedded minerals
and even the texture of the rocks vary in very short distances.
Frequently three or four beds of amygdaloid are found between two
strata of compact basalt ; the former becoming disigtegrated leave
a slope often covered with evergreon forest forming a picturesque
belt. The basaltic scarp above remains entire or it may be partially
buried by the ruins of other amygdaloidal strata above; but its
reat thickness usually preserves 1t from obliteration, and it rises
rom the wood with majestic effect, its black front contrasting finely
with the skirt of rich green. It is these strata arranged in slopes
and scarps repeated several times that, when isolated from the
surrounding country, constitute the inaccessible hill-forts of the
Deccan. Often when the basaltic flows are columnar they weather
into fantastic pillars, spires, towers, and ncedles as shown in the
peaks between Kulang and Kalsubdi.

Prismatic disposition is observed more markedly and perfectly in
the basalt strata than in the amygdaloids. Perfect columns are
generally small, of four, five, or six sides, but tho prismatic structure
sometimes manifests itself in basaltic and amygdaloidal columns
many feet in diameter. In the face of the hill at Kothul, a small
village in Shrigonda twenty-four miles south of Ahmadnagar, there
is a thick stratum of close-grained gray homogeneous basalt which
is crowned by a temple of Khandoba. Vertical and horizontal
fissures are seen in the lateral or exposed edge of this stratum, but
they are so far apart as to leave huge blocks between them giving
the appearance of massive articulated pilasters supporting the super-
structure of the hill. Parts of the exposed edge are detached flr)gm
its mass leaving rude columns four or five feet in diameter and eight
or ten feet in height composed of three or four huge stones which
have a disposition to geometrical form.,

In the water-courses near Kadus in Pérner are columns of basalt
of a bluish gray colour, compact texture, vitreous hue, and sharp
fracture. Columns also occur abundantly in the slope of the hills
on either side of a very narrow valley running westward from the
villﬁe of Akolner in the Nagar sub-division. They are five or six
sided, articulated, from one to two feet in diameter, and of various
lengths ; the lateral planes are for the most part perfect, though
in some instances ighiﬂf weather-worn ; their texture is eloge- .
grained, their colour is almost black, and they slightly affect the
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needle. In the banks of a water-course half a mile east of the town of
Pérner basaltic columns are very numerous. They are.five to six
feet high, unarticulated, and slightly out of the perpendicular. This
formation is evidently extensive as the ends of the columns, chiefly
gentangular, appear in the bed of the watercourse for some distance

orming a pavement of geometrical slabs. The ends of similar
columns of different lengths also appear on the opposite bank form-
ing flights of steps. The basalt of which these columns are com-
posed is very close-grained and almost black with shining specks of
a metallic lustre. At Harishchandragad there is a sheet of rock
which has the appearance of a pavement of pentangular slabs which
are doubtless the terminal planes of hasaltic columns. At Jeur in
the Nagar sub-division, and near a principal source of the Sina
river, is an isolated hill on which columnar disposition occurs in red
amygdaloid, which, as & rule, does not show tho slightest trace of
such conformation.

Round or oval masses of compact basalt, with concentric layers
like the coats of an onion, known as nodular basalt are widely
diffused and form another characteristic of the Deccan trap forma-
tion. They are observed at all elovations in rock-cuttings and are
frequently found loose at the base of hills buried in the ruins of
decomposing strata. ’

The basaltic dykes are all vertical and do mnot occasion any
disturbance or dislocation in the strata through which they pass.
The most remarkable example is the dyke which runs vertically
from east to west through the hill-fort of Harishchandragad.
1t is first seen of a thickness of six or seven feet at the extreme
south-east angle of the mountain about 400 feet below the crest
of the scarp, where its prismatic fracture at right angles to its
planes affords a few available steps in the difficult ascent. It is
traceablo for some 300 feet in perpendicular height. On the top of
the mountain about a mile further west it is discernible at intervals,
cutting through basaltic and amygdaloidal strata. Whether it
appears on the western face of the mountain cannot be ascertained
as the point to which its course is directed is inaccessible.

Another distinctive feature is the occurrence of strata of red
ochreous rock underlying thick strata of basalt or amygdaloid. It
passes through every variety of texture from friable clay to indurated
and comEact earthy jasper. The stratum is from an inch to many
feet in thickness. When thin and lying under thick beds of basalt
or amygdaloid the exposed edge of the stratum projects and is much
thicker than the stratum itself looking as if it had once been in
a tenacious fluid state and was squeezed out by the superincumbent
basalt. At Bérdgaon-Néndur in the Rghuri sub-division it is found
many feet thick as a porphyritic stratum with embedded crystals of
lime and is used as & building stone. It occurs abundantly in the
Sahyédris and their spurs, frequently disoolourin% the rivulets and
giving an iron-laden character to large areas of soil.

Another distinctive feature of the Deccan trap formation is the
occurrence of immense quantities of loose basalt stones of all sizes
which look as if they had been showered on the land ; also of masses
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of rock piled into heaps as if by the labour of man. Theihpartial
distribution is not less remarkable than their abundance. Many of
these stones show a geometrical form, and it is by no means rare
to meet with prisms of three or four sides and cubes almost perfect.
Stones with two perfect planes are very common. Their texture
is close-grained and their colour verges on black. In many places
they cover fields several acres in extent so thickly that the black
soil on which they rest is not distinguishable, while neighbouring
fields have not a stone.

Sheets of rock of considerable superficial extent and totally
destitute of soil occur in all parts of tho district but especially in

_the hilly tracts. They are intersected by fissures lined internally

on both sides with layers of chalecdony, cachalong, hornstone, and
semiopal, the innermost layer being frequently composed of crystals
of quartz genecrally colourless and sometimes, though rarely, asso-
ciated with calcspar. These veins, together with the nodules of
the amygdaloids, supply tho majority of the siliceous minerals so
abundantly strewn ovor the district.

Pot-holes in the rocky river beds are of frequent occurrence.

Those above the falls of the Pravara, at tho village of Rauda in the
Akola sub-division, and at Kund-Mahuli in the Kukdi river a
short distance from the village of Nighoj in tho Pédrner sub-
division, are specially noteworthy on account of their number and
size.
The climate of tho district is on the whole extremely genial. In
the cold season which lasts from November to February the air is
dry and invigorating. A hot dry wind from the north-east then
gradually sets in, blowing with varying force till the middle of
May. This is usually succecded by sultry oppressive weather,
lasting, unless tempered by the showers which frequently precede
the rogular burst of the south-west monsoon, till the middle of June
when the south-west rains set in and the climate at once becomes
temperate and pleasant. The south-west monsoon is considered to
end carly in October though violent local showers frequently fall
till the end of October. In January or February slight rain is not
unusual ; but from February till May the sky as a rule is cloudless.

Though heavy noar the Sahy4dris in Akola and plentiful in the
hilly parts of Sangamner, Rdhuri, Shevgaon, and Jémkhed, the
rainfall is uncertain, In the plains the early rains are often scanty
and the late rains capricious, so that droughts, especially in the
Bhima basin, appear to form the rule and a good year the excep-
tion. In the western half of the Akola sub-division which abuts on
the Sahyddris, where the rainfall is more than 150 inches, the
climate, though malarious in the cold weather, is temperate
throughout the year, the extremes of heat and cold not being felb és
in the rest of the district. ' .

Rain returns registered for the twenty-three years ending 1882
at the eleven sub-divisional stations give for the whole distriot'an

‘average fall of twenty-oneinches. The greatest fall was forty-seven

inches at Ahmadnagar in 1869 and the least five inches at Nevdsa
in‘1867 and 1870 and at Sangamner in 1870. Arranged in order of
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rainfall, 1870 and 1876 are lowest with ten inches; 1871 is next
with thirteen inches; 1868, 1865, and 1807, third, with sixteen
inches ; 1864, 1880, and 1881, fourth, with eighteen inches; 1877,
fifth, with nineteen inches ; 1862, sixth, with twenty inches; 1866
and 1873, seventh, with twenty-one inches; 1872, eighth, with
twenty-two inches; 1860, ninth, with twenty-three inches ; 1861,
tenth, with twenty-four inches; 1875, 1879, and 1882, eloventh,
with twenty-five inches ; 1868, twelfth, with twenty-seven inches ;
1874, thirteenth, with twenty-eight inches ; 1878, fourteenth, with
thirty inches; and 1869 is highest with thirty-one inches. The

details are :
AHMADNAGAR RAINFALL, 1860 - 1879,

STATION, 1860. | 1861. | 1862. | 1863. | 1864. | 1865. | 1866. | 1867, | 1868. | 1860. | 1870, | 1871.
Ahmadnagar .| 27 | 26 | 17 | 18 | 20 | 21 | 28 | 17 | 28 | 47 | 10 | N
Phirner w17 | 28 | 26 | 14 | 19 | 21 | 18 | 18 | 33 | 82 | 19 | 2
Shrigonda .. .. | . | e | o | e 9 | 28 | 17 | 22 | 2 9 9
Karjat W17 2r 1| 16| 15|15 ... | 188 |8 |1]|n
Jimkhed .| 20 | 26 | 24 | 26 | 22 | 16 | 87 | 22 | 33 | 86 9 | 16
Shevgaon o) 26 14 23 18 20 23 21 17 36 23 11 16
Novisa o 24 | 21 | 28| 16 | 18] 11 | 14 5 | 38 | 22 5 1 10
Réhuri | 3 | 24 | 23 | 18 | 156 | 14 | 28 | 14 | 30 | 84 | 10 | 19
Kopargaon .| 23 27 15 18 18 16 15 13 22 82 10 10
Songamner .. 28 | 2 | 16 | 11 [ 21 | 15 | 14 | 14 | 18 | 27 1 6
Ako | 28 | 26 | 2¢ [ 15 | 28 [ 20 [ 18 [ 22 [ 22 | 80 | 190 | 19
Average . 28 | 24 [ 20 | 16 | 18 | 16 | 20 | 16 | 27 | 31| 10 ] 18

STATION. 1872, | 1873, | 1874, | 1874, | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879, | 1880. | 1881. | 1882 ﬁ;"g"
Abmadnagar ... 29 33 32 20 9 23 26 29 20 18 21 23
Pérner W18 | 18 | 29 | 22 8 | 17 | 8 | 2 | 1| 21| 2 |21
Shrigonda 22 | 18 | 33 | 89 | 15 | 21 | 24 | 17 | 14 | 18 20
arfol 82 [ 15 | 25 | 15 7 | s0 | 81 | 22 | 24 | 21 | 83 | 2
Jamkhed 81 | 28 | 82 | 24 9 | 20 | 40 [ 21 | 27 | 264 | 32 | 2
Shevgaon 20 | 24 | 86 | 27 | 21 | 22 | 86 | 20 | 22 | 22 | 22 | u8
Novasa 22 | 2¢ | 27 | 26 | 14 | 15 | 33 | 87 | 20| 16 | 24 | 21

hurl 20 | 21 | 22 | 20 | 10 | 15 | 81 | 20 | 15 | 17 | 24 | 26

n 22 | 16 | 27 | 80 | 11 | 16 | 24 | 22 | 12 17 | 18
Saugamner 15 | 18 | 2¢ | 24 7|16 | 21| 22)| 1| 15 17
Ako 18 | 16 | 80 | 21 9|12 | 31|81 |16 | 18| 2 |2
Averaga Wi 22 | 21 | 28 | 25 [ 10} 1| 30| 26 |18 | 18| 2 | 21

The following statement for the thirteen years ending 1882 gives
the rainfall at the town of Ahmadnagar for each month in the year.
Of the twelve months in the year, March is the driest with no rain
in eight of the thirteen years and in the remaining five years with a
fall varying from 059 of an inch in 1880 to 0-08 of an inch in 1872
and 1881, and for the thirteen years averaging 0'08 of an inch;
February comes next with no rain in nine of the thirteen years and
in $he remaining four years with a fall varying from 0:89 of an inoh
in"1878 to 009 of an inch in 1877 and averaging 0°1 of an inch;
January i3 third with no rain in eleven of the thirteen years and in
the remaining two years with a fall of 1'64 inches in 1871 and
‘017 of an inch in 1877, and averaging 014 of an inch;

- December is fourth with no rain in ten of the thirteen years and in
“'the remaining three years with a fall varying from 141 inches in
1876 to 011 of an inch in 1877 and averaging 0°15 of an inch;
"April is fifth with no rain in four of the thirteen years and in the
remaining nine years with a fall varying from 088 of an'inch in
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1878 to 018 of an inch in 1873 and 1881 and averaging 027 of an
inch ; November is sixth with no rain in one of the thirteen years, and
in the remaining twelve years with a fall varying from 8'08 inches
in 1873 to 006 of an inch in 1874 and 1875 and averaging 073 of
an inch ; May is seventh with no rain in two of the thirteen years and
in the remaining cleven years with a fall varying from 851 inches
in 1874 to 0-05 of an inch in 1878 and averaging 0'98 of an inch;
October is eighth with no rain in threo of the thirteen years, and in
the remaining ten years with a fall varying from 17-48 inches in
1870 to 00l of an inch in 1872 and averaging 2'46 ; July is ninth
with no rain in one of the thirteen years, and in the remaining
twelve years a full varying from 8:33 inches in 1879 to 0-31 of an
inch in 1871 and averaging 279 inches ; August is tenth with no rain
in one of the thirteen years, and in the remaining twelvo years with
a fall varying from 835 inches in 1878 to 0-57 of an inch in 1871
and averaging 286 inches ; June is eleventh with no rain in one of
the thirteen years, and, in the remaining twelve years, with a fall
varying from 9'98 inches in 1877 to 1-44 inches in 1880 and aver-
aging 3'04 inchos ; and Scptember is tho wettest month with no rain
in one of the thirteen years, and, in tho remaining twelve years,
with a fall varying from 1348 inches in 1872 to 1'15inches in 1879
and averaging 6'39 inches. The details are :
AHMADNAGAR MONTHLY RAINFALL, 1870- 1882.

MonTi. l 1870 | 1871 [ 1872 l 1878 ‘ 1874 | 1875 | 1876 l 1877 ] 1878 ' 1879 ,1880'1881 1882 AA:;:“'
January .| .. | 164 ] .. b ¥ 14
February...| ... *89 181 ... 09 Lo 1] ‘1
March ...| ... 081 ... ‘13 ‘18 .. W | °B8} 08 ... 08
April 69 71 13 26 28 ‘15 88| .. | .| (18] 181 -27
May w24 40} 268 | 3'b1 14 1-88 06 | 1°69] -H9| 21} 1'46 | U8
June 387 74| 647 36| 173 | 324 | 993 | 1'64 | 3-63|1-44|2 76| 4'15 | 8-04
July 31| 456 2:34 | 6562| 2 2:30 *40 | 4-14 | 8-83|2°63{ 188} 1:71 | 279
August ... ... 571 LRe| 6801 216 418 | 1-28 | 363 | 835 | 3-36(1-40{2:28 177 | 2'86
September.] ... 426 | 12°70 | 648 | 14°48 } 894 461 | 38 } 1°15|6°18{8'75|10°27 | 6°39
October ...|17°43| 03 01 ... 20421 1 2:73 | 2:66 | 218 |2:38[{1°15] ... | 246
November..| 0:35| ‘96 26 | 3°03 06| -06 42 22| -20(1-11f ‘95 187 | 78
December .| ... 81| .. e | 141 L L2 § O 15

There is no meteorological station at Ahmadnagar. The follow-
ing are the daily thermometer readings at the civil hospital during
the six years ending 1882 :

AHMADNAGAR THERMOMETER READINGS, 1877 - 1882.3

READINGS. Jan. | Feb, | Mar. |April.| May. | June. July.IAug. Bept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec.
Maximum .| 88 08 116 | 114 | 114 | 109 | 102 | 102 | 99 ' 98 88
Minimum o| 47 | 42 b3 66| 68| 6| T0| 70| 67 | 58 | 46 | 40
Mean Maximum ...] 81 | 80 | 107} 106 | 11| 105| 96| 100} 05 00 | 86 | 83
Mean Minimum ..} 52 67 68 69 56 73 56 71| 69 63 66 b4
Mean Range o) 20 32 40 37 55 32 40 28] 2 27 23

The statement shows that May is the hottest month with an
extreme maximum of 114° and an extreme minimum of 68° and

! The figures are probably three or four per cent too high owing to the radiation

of heat from the buildings surrounding the hospital which is si i
e o b, dings g ospi is situated in a orowded
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that December is the coldest month with an extreme maximum of
88° and an extreme minimum of 40°. The mean daily range of the
thermometer is greatest, 55°, in May and least, 25° in September.

On a few occasions during the past ten years thin films of ice
have been observed in the early mornings of December and January,
and on one day in January 1871 so intense was the cold that parrots,
squirrels; and birds were found dead in large numbers after rain and
hail lasting several hours. Not unfrequently irrigated crops are
totally destroyed by a sudden fall in the temperature and even
ordinary dry crops suffer damage from the same cause.
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AT Kothul, twenty-two miles south of Ahmadnagar in.the
Shrigonda sub-division, numerous veins of quartz and chalcedony
cover the ground with agates, chalcedony, and colourless quartz
crystals, and some few crystals of calcareous spar enclosed in quartz.
Coarse agates and carnelian-like stones are found to the west of the
cit&of Ahmadnagar, in the barren and rocky plain or tableland
of Karjune Khére and also on the hills of Vilad and Vadgaon-Gupt.
Agates are also scattered over the Karjat sub-division, especially in
the western mdls or uplands. It was probably from these parts of
the country that Paithan was supplied with the onyx stones, which in
the third century after Christ it sent in great quantities to Broach.3
In addition to these silicious minerals some members of the zeolite
family, principally stilbite, are found at Ahmadnagar. At Bréhman-
véda in the south-east of Akola great masses of radiating foliate
stilbite are embedded in hard amygdaloid. In the hill-fort of
Harishchandragad, although silicious minerals are not abundant,
crystallised quartz of various colours occurs.

Trap suitable for building is found all over the district not only
in quarries but a few feet under the surface. The places where
building stone is most abundant are Mehekri, Saldbatkhén’s takia
also ca.l%ed Chénd Bibi's Mehel, Chés, Nepti, Sdrole, Kedgaon, Islak,
and Nimblak, all of them in the Nagar sub-division, and at Isdpur
in the Shrigonda sub-division. e stone used for the bridges on
the Dhond and Manm4d railway was taken chiefly from quarries
at Adgaon in Sangamner and near Hivra in the extreme south-east
of Pérner. Four kinds of very hard trap occur, kodva, kdr, tdmbda
or red, and gota or rubble. Kodva, which is light brown in colour,
is softer than the others, can be cut to any shape or size, and takes
& brilliant polish. Kdr is black and so hard that it cannot be
dressed or polished like kodva. Tdmbda is ochre-reddish in colour
and is as hard as kodva. Gota or rubble is found in abundance at
the foot of the hills near Ahmadnagar, and considerable quantities
are carted into the city and sold either for filling foundations or as
road-metal. In Saldbatkhdn’s tomb, which is at present used as an
health resort for Europeans, slabs of this gota stone six to eight
feet long have remained in perfect order for about 250 years. e

1 This chapter owes much to additions and corrections by Mr, J. A, Baines, C.8.
2 Mr. W. 8. Howard, Mem.Inst,C.E,, Executive Engme:yr : o
8 McCrindle's Periplas, 125. 126,
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Ahmadnagar fort, the Bira Iméms’ Kotla, the Kéli or Black Mosque
which is at present the Collector’s office, the Bdra Dari or Twelve
Gate, the Damdi Mosque, and several other old Ahmadnagar buildings
show that excellent stone occurs near Ahmadnagar.

The two-storied Royal Artillery barracks at Ahmadnagar are.

built with stone from the. Saldbatkhdn hill quarries. For the
district and municipal roads rollers have lately been cut from the
Saldbatkhdn hill and Sérole quarries, five to seven feet long and
two to three and a half feet in diameter. The cubic foot cost varies
with the size of the stone. Roughly squared blocks can be bought
at the quarry for about 14d. (1 @.) the cubic foot. Two to three
miles from the quarry ordinary rough rubble costs 6s. to 8s. (Rs. 3-4)
the hundred cubic feet. At the quarry first-class road-metal broken
into cubes one and a half inch square costs 5s. to 7s. 3d. (Rs. 24-88)
the hundred cubic feet. The average rate at the roadside is about
11s. (Rs. 53).

Near Ahmadnagar occurs a variety of compact dark-blue basalt,
cerystalline, sharp of fracture, and with imbedded angular silicious
pebbles. In Dongargaon, known as the Happy Valley near
Ahmadnagar, the basalt is compact and smooth, enclosing reddish,
flat, transparent crystals. Limestone occurs in three states, dusty,
nodular, and crystalline. Dusty limestone occurs in seams one to
three inches thick on the banks of rivers and water-courses.
Nodular limestone, or kankar, varying in size and exceedingly
irregular in shape, is very plentiful and easily gathered. To burn the
limestone, charcoal in the proportion of a quarter of a ton of charcoal
to thirty cubic feet of limestone, or nearly in the proportion of one
of charcoal to four of limestone, is generally used. Large quantities
of limestone occur to the north of the Ahmadnagar fort, near the
Damdi Mosque, the European cemetery, Dehera Arangaon on the
Dhond road six miles south of Ahmadnagar, at Sangamner, and in
other places. Near the Damdi Mosque limestone is found in layers
two to six feet thick which the Lon4ris or lime-workers dig out
in ‘regular pits. They sell the prepared quicklime at 16s. to £1
(Rs. 8-10) tll:e khandi of twenty phards mcasuring 2'x1'x }’ feet,
‘that is twenty cubic feet in measurement or about 2000 pounds in
weight. This mortar is mostly used for house-building, though
some of the finer qualities are fit for eating with betel leaves and
nuts, and for whitewashing and plastering. The best cement is
sold at £1 to £1 10s. (Rs.10-15) for a khandi of eighty pounds.
The Sangamner and Arangaon limestones are purer than the others,
and for mortar require more sand than the Damdi Mosque limestone.
On an average lime costs 18s. (Rs.9) for forty cubic feet or 12s.
(Rs. 6) the ton.

1The area held as forest land in Ahmadnagar is at _present 774
square miles or 11-07 per cent of the district.? Except in Akola and
the south-east of Sangamner, very little of the area held for forests

" From materials supplied by Mr. G. A. Hight, Assistant Covservator of Forests,
and My, NMN,A.:mt, Fobuyut Officer. - 3Demarcation is still in progress.
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is at present wooded. Most of the forest lands are bare tracts
which have been made over to the Forest Department to be covered
with timber. At present the only reserves which Zield any
considerable timber revenue are the teak coppice in Akola and
Sangamner, and the babhul Acacia arabica groves along the banks
of the Godévari, the Sina, and the Bhima. About forty per cent of
the whole forest area is in Akola and Sangamner and the rest is

scattered over the nine remaining sub-divisions.

Of the district forest lands about four-fifths are on hills and one-
fifth in the plains. The hill forests lie chiefly along the slopes of the
Harishchandragad range that crosses the distriet from north-west to
south-east, and of two spurs that stretch from the central range, an
eastern spur that forms the northern boundary of Shevgaon and a
western spur that runs into Pdrner. Arranged according to the
water-sheds to which the hill-slopes belong, about 12,500 acres,
forming one-third of the southern slopes of the Sdvargaon reserves
and the northern slopes of the Ardala reserve, are on the gathering
ground of the Ardala river ; about 25,000 acres, forming the western
ggrtion of the Harishchandragad and Kalsubéi reserves, belong to the

avara river ; about 24,000 acres, forming the southern portion of
the Harishchandragad and Kalsub4i reserves, belong to the Mula river;
about 1400 acres, forming the Khelvandi and Mohori reserves in
Shevgaon, belong to the Dhora river ; and about 7500 acres, formin,
the reserves on the hills east of Nagar and Jeur, belong to the
ga.thering ground of the Sina river. The staple tree of the plain

orests is the bdbhul Acacia arabica. It grows freely especially alon,
the banks of rivers and canals. In such places, if there is soil, ang
cattle are kept away for a few years, a bdbhul grove almost certainly
springs up. The bdbhul generally grows either by itself, or mixes
freely with the bor Zizyphus jujuba, limb Azadirachta indica, tivas
Dalbergia latifolia, tamarind, kuranj Pongamia glabra, scundad
Prosopis spicigera, sandal, hivar Albizzia leucophleea, and other less
important trees. Hill.forests belong to three classes, the lower
slopes, the central teak region, and the evergreen western forests.
Of the lower slopes the more open and less remote are bare and
yellow, broken only by cactus, calotropis or rus bush, the kenkle,
and other scrub. The outlying parts and the sides of ravines and
water-courses are stocked with trees and bushes. These at present
are little more than scrub, but if protected, khair Acacia catechu,
dhdvda Conocarpus latifolia, and other bushes would w into .
trees. The teak region includes the centre and east of Akola and
fourteen villages round the hill of Javla-Béleshvar in Sangamner.
The eastern limit of the teak region corresponds roughly with the
line of the Poona-N4sik road between Chandnépuri, five miles south
of Sangamner, and Ambi further south. e western limit is
obtained by drawing two lines from the village of Kodni two miles
below the Pravara falls at Rande, one two miles northward to
- Mahélungi and the other south-east to Isérthan, The teak of this
.region is of excellent quality. It is treated as copﬁ)(ide, the demand
being chieﬁy for poles and rafters. Under the teak, dhdvda, khair,
and some kinds of underwood are encouraged as they form a valuable
protection for the soil. To the west of the teak line the character °
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of the forest suddenly changes. Yellow barren hills with teak coppice,
leafless except in the rains, give place to wild black basalt cliffs
varied by belts or patches of evergreen fotest. The characteristic
trees. of these wilder regions are amjani Memecylon edule,
bamboo, mango, jémbhul Syzigium jambolanum, bekeda Terminalia
belerica, ain or arjun Terminalia glabra and tomentosa, and the
bright green karvand Carissa carandas. These evergreen forests
are not worked. There is no local demand, the trees are of little
value as timber, and even if they were valuable the want of roads
would make their carriage to market ruinously costly. These forests
have suffered much from the lopping and eutting of the forest tribes
and villagers.

As much timber and firewood as the impoverished reserves can
supply and as will command a sale is brought into the market b,
the Forest Department and is sold to the Thighest bidder. Little if
any timber or firewood leaves the district. Rafters and poles, the
produce of the Akola and Sangamner teak forests, are divided
according to girth into first class over two feet, second class from
one and a half to two fect, third class from one to one and a half feet,
and fourth class under one foot. Besides these the ends, stumps, and
twigs are classed separatel% and sold in the lump. The demand for
teak poles is purely local. The bidders at the auctions belong to the
nej hY)ouring villages. A considerable portion of the timber is taken
to Sinnar, but it rarely finds its way further. Some Marathi Kunbis

0o to Jambai and Déhénu in Thana and drag up a few rafters and
ams and sell them in Akola and Sangamner.

A certain quantity of fuel is cut and sold every year in the
Kopargaon, Nagar, and Shrigonda bdbhul reserves. Some is gathered
in Akola, but it is not bought except perhaps by Kdsérs who use it
in their glass-bangle kilns. Care is taken to limit the quantity cut
to what the forests can spare without loss ; only trees fit for cutting
are felled. In 1881-82, the departmental cuttings were confined to
Akola, Sangamner, Shevgaon, and Shrigonda. In Akola the yield
was 39,120 pieces of teak and 1534 of jdmblul, besides 325 khandis
of firewood; in Sangamner 8192 pieces of teak ; and in Shevgaon
218 and in Shrigonda thirty-four pieces of bdbhul. The receipts were
£598 (Rs. 5980) and the cost of cutting about £72 (Rs. 720).

The minor forest produce includes grass, kdrvi Strobilanthus gra-
bamianus stems, bamboos, myrobalans, babhul pods, bor and tamarind
berries, and mangoes and other fruit. In all lands not set apart
for the growth of young trees cattle are allowed to graze. In each
village the right oty grazing is sold by a yearly auction in May and
June. When the grass is valuable outsiders run up the amount. In
other cases the grass is generally bought by the villagers, often by
the headman. ﬂe buyer enters into an agreement with Government
promising to pay the amount of his bid and to keep the boundary-
marks in order. Where the soil is good the grass yields a fair acre
rent, 14d. to 3d. (1-2 as.). In 1882 as much as 10s. (Rs. 5) for the
100 acres and in 1888 as much as £1 46. (Rs. 12) was paid in some
parts of the district. In closed numbers, that is in land under
treatment for the growth of trees, cattle are not allowed to graze ; the
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right to cut and remove the grass is sold.  Of late years there has
been a great inerease in the guantity of grass in the forest reserves.
The hushes which bave begun to spring on some hill-sides give
shade, prevent soil from washing off, and keep the ground moist.
In some places ajuicy grass istaking the place of dry spear-grass.
The grass and grazing revenune was £479 (Rs. 4790) in 1877-78,
£344 (Rs. 3:410) in 1878-79, and during the three years ending
1881-82 it averaged L9853 (Rs, 9850),  In 1833-84 it rose from
£1400 to L1300 (Rs. 1H000-18,000).  Myrobalans, kirei stems,
and bawboos are found only in the western villages of Akola.
Kiires grows only on the tops and slopes of the highest hills;
bamboos are not uncommonly found at some distance up hill-sides,
more  often on level tracts along the edge of the Sahyddris.
Myrobalans or hardids, of which about ﬁft,y tons (147 khandis)
worth about L2351 (Rs. 2540) were gathered in 1881-82 at a
cost of about L85 (Rs. 850) are the fruit of the Terminalia
chebula, and are used largely in Europe for tanning the finer
sorts  of leather and in waking ink. They also contain a
yellow pigment. They grow in the upper portion of Akola within
the region of heavy rainfall and in exposed situations, their choice
in these points being exactly the opposite of the ehoice of teak.
They are capricious in growth.  The seed takes three years to
sprout and the young plant, even when unharmed by eattle or
goats, often dies after three or four yoars.  Myrobalans were
formerly gathered by contractors who paid a royalty to Government.
Since 1877-78 the system of departinental collections by hiring
labources has been introduced. Central stores for groups of
villyzes are established and the people are invited to gather the
frait and bring it to the stores. The price vavies from L1 165, to £2
(R=.18-20) a ton (3 Modis). Tt increases as the scason advances,
beeause as less fruit is left it takes more time to gather, and
because the longer the fruit is left on the tree the heavier and more
valuable it becomes.  In oceupied numbers the myrobalans are
disposed of dircetly by the holders. Travelling buyers, mostly
Vinis, act as_agents for exporting firms in Bombay.  Bibhul pods
are in great demand as fodder for goats and sheep. ” They were sold
until 1879, when the sales were stopped that abundance of seed might
be available for sowing biblhul reserves. The seed does not sprout
frecly unless it has heen caten and spat up by goats.

The hark of the furrad Cassinauriculata is gathered in most villages
round Ahmadnagar, aud brought in head and back loads from places
eight to twenty wiles distant. Fifty to 150 loads can sometimes be
bought in the city at 6. to Ls. 3. (k-10 «s.) the load or about 6s.
to 8. (Rs.3-4) the palle of 240 pounds.  When the buyer has
gathered several cartloads, he sends it to Bombay where it isused in
tanning.  Bibhel and khair bark are also bought hy tanners for a
trifling cost. The leaves of the palas Butea frondosa and of the
vud Ficus indiea are gathered by the villagers and stitched with
reed-pins by Gurav and other castes into leaf-plates or putrivals and
cups or dlrons.  The leaves of the tembhurni Diospyros montana and
the dpta Bauhinia raccmosa are sold in bundles of 100 to make
country cigarettes or vidis. The leaves of the (imb Azadirachta indica,
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. bakdn Melia bokhan, bdbhul, and other trees are also used as fodder
for cattle and sheep and goats.

The inquiry into the richts of the people in the lands gazetted as
forest is being conducted under the provisions of the Forest Act by
a special forest settlement officer.  In the western sub-divisions, in
addition to the privilege of grazing there are preseriptive privileges
affecting the supply of thateh, firewood, roots, branches for manure,
and other neeessaries for forest tribes.

Before there was any special forest establishiment contractors
occasionally entered into agreements to proteet the teak in tealk-
growing villages on condition of receiving one-fourth of the revenue
when the coppice was cut. These agreements, some of which date
from as far hack as 1848, appear to be still valid.

In 1863 the forests of Alunadnagar, Poona, and Satdara were the
charge of one European officer with a separate estahlishient for
Ahmadnagar.  In 1882-83 the forest stafl of the district which is
now a scparate forest charge included the assistant conservator of
forests ; cleven range executives, two of them rangers on £5 to £10
(Rs.50-100) & month, aud nine foresters on £2 to £4 (Rs. 20-40) ;
sixteen round-guards, one of them on £1 10s. (Rs. 15), five on £1 4s.
(Rx.12), and ten on £1 (Rs. 10) ;and 130 beat-guards,ten of them on
185, (Rs. 9), twenty on 16~ (Rx 8), and one hundred on s, (Rs. 7).

The teak of Akola and Sangamner is all coppice teak, that is the
young trees grow from the stock.  Where teak sowings are under-
taken the sme method is followed as is deseribed below in growing
biablal.  In other parts of the district two methods are pursued,
preserving and sowing,  Preserves are forest lands  in which
nothing further is attempted than to keep out cattle and men.
A large proportion of harren land, especially sheltered hill-slopes,
contains the germs of trees, cither in seeds or in small bushes
and stumps, which have been so often caten over by cattle and
otherwise injured as to be seareely discernible.  So soon as eattle
are kept out these stumnps begin to grow into Irushwood and
young trees.  In several eases Lhis simple preserving or excluding
has yielded good results. At present about 100,000 acres are closed
as preserves.  If they contain no bush or tree stumps good soils
are sown. Inthe plans the sced sown is chietly hablal with a little
bor; in the hills it 1s Lhai e, and, in some parts, it is teak mixed with
khair.  To help the seed to sprout small plots, about a foot square
and eight feet apart, are dug to the depth of about a foot and three
or four seeds are sown in cach plot.  Planting has not been tried
and no exoties have been introduced.

In 1881-82 £96 (Rs. 960) were spent on plantations, in ploughing
land, and dibbling seed, of which about forty tons (130 Ahandis)
were gathered by the forest guards.  All of these suffered from the
scanty rainfall. Though the forest reserves are protected by a
system of fire lines in 1881-82 about three square miles of forest
were burnt.

The Ahmadnagar forest receipts are small. In 1870-71 they
amounted to £2616 (Rs.26,160), and during the next six years
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varied from £813 (Rs. 8180) in 1876-77 to £1779 (Rs. 17,790)
in 1874-75 and averaged £1306 (Rs. 13,060). During the six years,
ending 1882-83 they have gradually risen from £956 to £2772
(Rs. 9560 -27,720) and averaged £1778 (Rs.17,780). In 1870-71
the charges amounted to £363 (Rs. 3630) and in 1871-72 to £466
(Rs. 4660); during the next five years they varied from £891
(Rs. 8910) in 1875-76 to £1339 (Rs. 13,390) in 1876-77, and
averaged £1172 (Rs.11,720) ; and during the six years ending 1882-83,
they rose from £1129 (Rs. 11,290) in 1877-78 to £3397 (Rs. 33,970)
in 1882-83, and averaged £2652 (Rs. 26,520). The details are:
AHMADNAGAR FOREST RECEIPTS AND CHARGES, 1870-71-1882-83.

YFAR. ltecgipts. ‘ Charges. | Revenue, || YEax. Receipts. | Charges. [ Revenue.
£ £ £ i £ £ £

1870-71  ...[ 216 863 2253 1| 187870 . 1024 2150 -1135
1871-72 ... 167 460 701 1879-80 1869 2881 —1012
1872-73 .. 1528 1230 08 1880-81 .. 1975 3166 —1181
1874-74 L 1288 1112 176 isNi-82 2073 3189 -1117
1874-75 .. 1779 1256 493 1582-83 ... 2772 ! 3397 —-625
1875-76 .| 1461 891 670 | ! A

W6 77 L 813 1339 —h26 !

1877-78 . 56 | 1129 —-173 || Totel .. l 21,071 ‘ 37,483 ~16,417

From year to year forest produce varies greatly in price.  During
the 1876-77 famine wood could hardly bLe sold. In 1878-79 the
average price of teak was for first class poles £3 8s. (Rs.34) a hundred
in Akolaand £6 4s. (Rs. 62) in Sangamner, for sccond class poles
£2 8s. (Rs. 24) and £3 18s. (Rs. 39), and for third class poles £1 18s.
(Rs. 19) and 10s. (Rs. 5).  In 1879-80 the prices were for first class
poles £8 (Rs.80) in Akola and in Sangamner, for sceond class poles
£1 (Rs. 40) and £2 (Rs.20), and for third class poles 6s. (Rs. 3) in
Akola. The cost of cutting averages 5s. to 6s. (Rs. 2}-3) the
hundred poles.  Fuel on an average sells at 1s. to 2¢. the one-third
of a ton (1 khandt) or about fifty cubic feet of stack measurement,
which is the measurement now introduced throughout the district.
The cost of cutting is Gs. to 7id. (4-5 «s.) the khandi. All forest
work is done by day-labour. The workmen are Kénadas, Kolis,
Kunbis, Mhérs, Musalmdns, and Thékurs, and the daily rates are 44d.
(3 as.) for aman, 3d. (2 ¢s.) for a woman, and 2}d. (14 as.) for a child.
According to a recent caleulation the net yearly return from bdbhul
forests on good black soil growing on the banks of rivers is about
two to three tons (6-9 khandis) of the total value of 12s. to 18s.
(Rs. 6-9) the acre. Near large towns, especially where there is a
demand for grazing, the return is considerably higher.

In 1881-82 there were fifty-two forest prosecutions against
ninety-one in 1880-81. Of these forty-five were cases of theft,
three of mischicf, and four were miscellaneous cases. Of the
prosecutions twelve, or twenty-three per cent, failed. About £15
(Rs. 150) were recovered as tines and £2 (Rs. 20) were realized by
the confiscation of property. .

'The western partsof thedistrict, particularly the Akola sub-division,
being close to the Sahyddris have a great variety of trees. Some yield

1 Mr. G. A. Hight, Assistant Conservator of Forests ; Mr. Ndriyan Anant, Forest
Officer ; and Captain H. Daniell, late Police S8uperintendent.
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excellent timber and are largely used in house-building, and some
are used for panels, chairs, tables, field-tools, and carriages. A few
make capital firewood, aud the roots, bark, fruit, or pods of many
possess chemical and medicinal properties.

The chief treesin the district arranged in alphabetical order are:
Ain,Terminalia glabra,is a straight high-growing forest tree; it yields
good timber and fuel, and its astringent bark gives a black dye which
18 used in tanning. Allu, Vangueria spinosa, is common in the lower
hill slopes and in the teak region ; it yields a fruit which is often
brought for sale to villages and towns and is caten by children; the stem
is covered with large thorns and the wood has no special value. Amba,
Mangifera indica, the mango, except in a few gardens, is generally
the wild harsh-fruited variety; the wood makes {fair planks
and is largely used in housc-building. A njuni, Memeeylon edule,
is common in the region of heavy rain. duyun, also called sddada,
Terminalia tomentosa, is a variety of «in; it is common in the
Sahyddris. Apt«, Bauhinia racemosa, makes excellent firewood. On
Dasara Day in September-October the dpla is worshipped and the
people give and take its leaves in presents calling themn sone or gold ;
the leaves are also used to roll tobacco into native cigarettes or
vidis ; its strong fibrous bark makes good ropes, Asan, Briedelia
spinosa, is found both in the regiou of teak and in the region of heavy
rain, and yiclds a wood which is much used in house-building.
Avla, Phyllanthus emblica, is a tree whose healing qualities have
made it sacred. Krishna wears a necklace of dela berries, and,
with tamarind and sugarcabe, drlds arc otfered to Krishna in October-
Ncevember when he marries the tulis or basil plant. The wood is
hard and somewhat brittle and is little used. 'The fruit, which
ripens in the cold weather, is in size and appearance much like a
gooseberry. It is ribbed like a melon and is semi-transparent and
yellow in colour. A stone with edges ribbed like the dole berry and
called dmalak, apparently from the sacredness of the fruit, is a
favourite and characteristic fcature in the spires of temples built
both in what Mr. Fergusson calls the Jain and Indo-Arian styles.
The very sour berry is cooked or prescrved and used in pickles. In
its dried state it is called dvalkitli, and is considered an excellent
cure in bilious complaints. It is also employed in making ink. The
bark which is valued in tanning is very astringent. Bakin, Melia
bokhan, grows only in the plains. DBakul, Mimusops elengi, grows
only in the teak region; its sweet cream-coloured flowers yield
an oil which is used in perfumery. The fruit is eaten by the poor
and the bark is an astringent and tonic. The very hard and lasting
wood is used for house-building and for furniture. Bdhava, Cassia
fistula, is a firewood tree whose pods are used medicinally and form
an article of commerce. DBdbhul, Acacia arabica, the most uscful
treein the Deccan plain, yields excellent firewood. The wood is used
for making posts and beams for the poorer sort of houses, and for
cart-wheels and field-tools. "The pods and leaves form a good food for
sheep and goats. The tree yields alarge quantity of gum. The bark
isalsouseful. A variety of babhul called the devbdblhul, Parkinsonia
acubata, grows abundantly in the plains. Another variety called
the vedi or wild bdbhul Acacia farnesiana, is a small-leaved shrub,
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which breaks into branches soon after leaving the ground and never
growstoanysize. Behada, Terminaliabelerica, found bothinthelower
slopes and in the teak region, is a well-known tree, differing little
fromthe ordinary harda. Bel, Agle marmelos, is sacred to Shiv. The
flowers have a sweet smell, and the fruit, which grows when the tree
is bare of leaves, is used in medicine. Biba, the marking-nut tree,
sacred perhaps because of its caustic properties, is of little importance.
Bibla,Pterocarpusmarsupium, yields wood used in building. Bonddra,
Lagerstreemia lanceolata, common on the Sahyddris but not found
further inland, yields wood which is used in building and occasionally
in making knees for native boats. Bor is of two kinds, the common
Zizyphus jujuba and the wild or »in bor Zizyphus vulgaris. The
common bor yiclds fruit of which the people are very fond and a
hard wood used in building. The wood of the wild bor is also used
in building. Its bark gives a kino-like gum both by oozing and by
boiling.  Bhokar, Cordia latifolia, is a common tree, useful only for
firewood. Bhogdira, Casearea clliptica, is found only in the lower
hilly region. Bhutkus, Elmodendron roxbhurghii, grows only in the
teak region. Chdr, Buchanania latifolia, bears an edible fruit from
which an oil is extracted. The wood is uscful in building and
the stitched leaves make good leaf-dishes. Chera, Erinocarpus
nimonii, is a common straicht-gcrown tree whose shoots make good
rafters. The strong bark is used in making ropes. Chinch, Tama-
rindus indica, is a common tree, yiclding pods which are used in native
cookery. The wood is burnt in large quantities to make charcoal.
Dhiman, Grewia tiliefolia, yields exccllent rafters. The bark is
fibrous and strong and is often made into ropes.  Dhdwvda, Conocarpus
latifolia, as firewood is second only to bdbhul. The wood is largely
made into field-tools, and the leaves yicld a dye uscful in tanning.
Dhayti, Lagerstreomia indica, is found only on the Sahyédris.
Gondhan, Diospyros cordifolia, bears an edible fruit, and the wood
makes good fuel. Gorakhchinel, Adansonia digitata, the baobab,
is somewhat uncommon and is of little value. Gulchdi, also called
pisa, is a common tree whose straight shoots are used as rafters. It
is found only on the Sahyddris. Many fine trecs occur near
Harishchandragad. Halduw, Chloroxylon swietenia, yields wood good
for building and for field-tools. Hed, Nauclea cordifolia, yiclds wood
fit both for ordinary building purposes and for cabinet work.
Hinganbet, Balanites aogyptiaca, 1s a tree of no value except for its
fruit, which is used in medicine and in making gunpowder. Harada,
Terminalia chebula, is well known on account of its nuts, the
myrobalan of commerce, which yicld a valuable dye. Since the
demand for myrobalans has increased the tree is rarely cut.
According to alocal saying < A felled harda is as rare as a dead donkey.’
Hivar, Acacia leucophleea, is a common tree, yielding fair firewood.
Jambhul, Eugenia jambolana, is common. It is of two sorts, one
%rowing in the plains and in river beds and the other on hills.

he wood is the most favourite building timber on the Sahyddris,
and from the bark kino gum is extracted. Kadushevga yields &
wood used generally as fuel ; the bark has healing properties. Kalak,
Bambusa vulgaris, the bamboo, is found in considerable quantities,
but only within one or two miles of the Sahy4ddris. 1t is used
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for building, and for rafters and cane work. The shoots are cooked
as a vegetable, but they require many washings before they are fit
for cooking. Kulamb, Nauclea parviflora, yields good building
timber. Karanj, Pongamia glabra, is rarc; its wood makes good
fuel. The seed yields a bitter oil, which is valued by the people
as a cure for itch. Karap, Memecylon tinctorium, yields a wood
which is used for field tools and sometimes for carts. Karamb,
Olea dioica, a handsome leafed Sahyddri tree, with thick and dark
foliage, yields good building timber.  Karal, Capparis aphylla,
grows generally in the plains.  Karmal, Dillenia pentagyna, is found
almost solely in the heavy rain tract. Kavith, Feronia elephantum,
the wood-apple tree, is found only in the plains. Karvand, Carissa
carandas, grows on the tops of the Sahyddris and disappears as
the hills sink into the Sangamner plain. Kdkad is a tree of little
importance.  Kdnchan, Bauhinia variegata, grows only in the
plains. Kinhai yiclds good building timber. Kihdni is of little
use, and is found in few places. KNeuwth, Hydrocarpus inebrians,
makes good firewood and the sced yiclds an oil. Koshimb,
Schleichera trijuga, yields good building timber.  Kuddl is almost
valueless. Kumbha, Carcja arborea, is of crooked growth and of
little use except as fuel. The bark was formerly made into a slow
match for matchlocks. Kumbhal is a rare and not a uscful trce.
Khadshing, Bignonia xylocarpa, has a hark which yiclds an oil
valued as a remedy for skin diseases. Khair, Acacia catechu, is
much used for building and catechu is frequently made from the
heart-wood. Khajuri, Phoenix dactylifera, occasionally occurs, and
P. montana is found on the higher slopes in the region of heavy rain.
Khirni, Mimusops hexaundra, is found only in the lower hilly region.
Larhdai, lod, and lendi, which have not been identified, are of little
importance. Limd, Azadirachta indica, is generally found in the

lains. The wood is hard and used for building and for field tools.

he bark and leaves possess healing properties, the leaves making
an exéellent poultice. Thesc healing properties give the limb a high
place among holy Hindu trees.  Lokhandi yields wood which is used
for building.  Mdhdduk, Ailanthus excelsa, growsin the plains and
in the skirts of the Sahyddris. It has a soft useless wood and a
fine spreading leaf.  Malva wood is used for building. Moha, Bassia
latifolia, is a valuable tree from its tHowers, which arc largely
employed in distilling native liquor; the fruit also yiclds a valuable oil.
The leaves make excellent leaf-plates or pafrdoals and the wood,
which is seldom cut, makes good fuel. Manjin, Modhri, Murdi,
and Murmi are Sahyddri trees of little use or importance.
Ndma, Lagerstreemia parviflora, is found in the lower hilly regions
only. Ndndrukh, Ficus benjamina, is an excellent road-side tree.
Ndral, Cocos mnucifera, the cocoa-palm, is rare. Neptad yields
timber which is especially useful in making joists. Nirgundsi, Vitex
negundo, is a small tree of no importance. Palas, Butea frondosa,
yields good firewood. The roots are made into strong ropes and
its bark yields a clear red kino-like gum. The scarlet lowers give
a bright yellow dye, and the leaves stitched together form good
patrdvals or leaf-dishes. Pdn jdmbhul, Jambosa salicifolia, from a
crooked stem sends out straight shoots which are largely used as
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rafters. Pdngdra, Erythrina indica, the coral tree, is a light-wooded
tree with trunk and branches covered with spines, common in some
Sahy4dri villages. The wood is used for burning and for making
light packing cases. Idyar, Ficus cordifolia, grows in the regions
of teak and of heavy rain. Pingri, Ficus tsicla, yields fair fuel
Pimpal, Ficus rcligiosa, a sacred tree, perhaps from its ash-gray
ghost-like trunk and arms and the windless rustling of its leaves,
1s almost never cut. Pdchdea, Pilvam, and Pulhdte are uncommon
trees of little value. Kdmkdthi is a species of Acacia arabica,
closely resembling it.  Rughatrode, Bignonia undulata, is found
mostly in the lower hilly region. Rokin and Ruhuni are two
common trees of little importance.  Sului, Boswellia thurifera, the
frankincense tree, is found only in the plains. Sdvar, Bombax
malabaricum, the silk cotton tree, yields wood useful for light
packing cases.  The cotton is used only for stuffing beds and
pillows.  Slkevan, Gmelina arborea, yields a fine wood used in
making tables and chairs, and in panelling.  Shiras, Acacia
odoratissima, a hardy tree of the plains, makes good firewood.  Its
bark yiclds anoil Nhisa or Shisea, Dalbergia latifolia, the blackwood
tree, one of the bLest timber trees, is searce.  Sawundad, or shami,
Prosopis spicigera, yields pods which are used as a vegetable.  The
wood makes good fuel.  Skind{, Pheenix sylvestris, the wild
date, found in only a few places, is a liquor-yiclding tree. The
leaves are made into brooms, and the trunk is used in making
temporary bridges, piers, and embankments. Shendri, Rottlera
tinctoria, yiclds wuseful building timber.  Sher, the milk-bush,
Euphorbia tiruealli, is used chietly as hedging round villages and
grain-yavds. Its wood is lasting, but too small to be used for
building. Its charcoal generally makes good gunpowder.  Perhaps
from its caustic juice it has a place among Hindu holy trecs.
Shilekdi, Acacia concinna, yiclds pods which when dry are used
like soap. The wood makes fair fucl.  Sdyri is common hoth
in the lower hills and in the teak vegion.  Skerga, Moringa
pterygosperma, the horse-radish tree, is  found rarcly in the
Akola hills.  Sitdphal, the custard apple, Annona squamosa, is
found only in certain parts of the district ; it is chietly valued for its
fruit. Sdag, Tectona grandis, the teak tree, is the most important
timber tree in the distriet.  7'dd, Borassus Habelliformis, the fan
palm, is rare and occurs only in the region of heavy rain.  Tdmbat,
Flacourtia sepiara, is found in the lower hills and in the teak region.
Teliv yields wood used for building.  Tenbhurni, Diospyros montana,
%ields wood used chieHy for making ficld and other tools. Tivus,

albergia oojeinensis, grows only in the teak region. Itisa very
hard, tough, and uscful timber tree with a pretty clustering flower.
Twran, Syziphus rugosa, and fdkwr, little more than a shrub, are
found both in the hilly west and in the plains. Umbar, Ficus
glomerata, grows almost cverywhere. The wood is used for
planks and shutters. Vud, Ficus indica, the banian tree, is found
everywhere save in the heavy rainfall tract. Because of its shade
and as it grows readily from large cuttings the banian is a favourite
roadside tree. Its sap is sometimes used to reduce inflammation.
The timber is of little value, and as the tree is held sacred, it is seldom
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felled or turned to any use save for shelter and shade. The fruit
is much eaten by birds, but is said to be poisonous for horses. Its
leaves are wused as plates or patrdvals. Varas, Bignonia
quadrilocularis, yields wood useful for building and other purposes.
As it burns quickly and leaves little ash, it is never used for
ash-manure. Igd.vla, Ulmus integrifolia, grows only in the region of

heavy rain. Ventur is a tree of little importance.

! Big gamc is almost unknowi.  About twenty years ago a Bison,
gava, Gaveeus gaurus, is said to have been shot by Sir Frank Souter,
C.S.L, in the Bari pass forest above Igatpuri in Ndsik. None have
since been shot. An occasional Tiger, wigh, Felis tiguis, is heard of
in the hills about Harishchandragad. The Brown Indian Bear, dsval,
Ursus labiatus, was formerly found in the Akola forests near the
Sahyddri hills. The Leopard, chifa, Felis jubata, is found occasionally
on the hills which skirt the north of the Nagar and the south of the
Shevgaon sub-divisions. The Panther, Felis pardus, is of two kinds,
the bible with small close spots and the khadia.  They occur in the
Sangamner hills and along the central and the Sahyddri ranges
four or five panthers ave killed every year. The Wolf, lindya,
Canis pallipes, is met in small numbers in all but the highly tilled
tracts, in the centre and east of the district and in the Sahyddris.
They hunt in twos and  threes, and cause much loss of sheep and

oats. Of late wolves have increased to a serious extent in the
north of the Parner sub-division, and also in the Karjat uplands or
mdls. The Hywmna, faras, Hymena striata, is found on the hills to
the south of Shevgaon and on the banks of the Goddvari in the
Shevgaon sub-division. The Jackal, kolha, Canis aurcus, and the
Fox, khokad, Vulpes bengalensis, are searce and confined chicfly to
the reserved forest lands. They do much damage to fruit aud to
poultry. The Tree Cat is occasionally scen.  The Poreupine, sdyil,
Hystrix leucura, is found in the hills and near villages where prickly
pear abounds. The Scaly Ant-cater, Manis pentadactyla, is some-
times scen on the hill sides. 1t is disliked by the people as it is
supposed to dig out and devour human bodies. The Fruit-eating
Bat, or flying fox, ven»dghul, Pteropus ed wardsi, is common. During
the day they hang by their claws, head down from the branches
of trces generally of high village pimpals. At night they go in
scarch of food, their favourite fruits being the mango and the
different figs. The Wild Hog, dukhur, Sus indicus, is found in the
Akola hills, but is more common in the reserved forest lands in the
south of the district. Even there their number is small, and boars
of any size arcscarce. They arc increasing rapidly with the spread
of forest enclosures. They do much damage to crops, especially to
sugarcane. Of the favourite haunts of wild pig may be mentioned
some of the Bhim4’s tributarics in the south-west of the district ; a
palm-grove in the Shevgaon village of Akola ; the hills near Chikhli
and Kolgaon in the north and the groves and grass lands of Behlandi,
Yelpane, and Chimble in the south of Shrigonda: an island in the

1 Major H. Daniell, late Police Superintendent, and Mr. J. C. Pottinger, Assoc.M.
Inst.C.E., Lxecutive Engineer,
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Bhiia near Pedgaon in south Karjat; and near Patevadi in the north-
east of the same sub-division. An occasional stray hog is sometimes
met near some of the Alimadnagar and Karjat villages. The Ante-
lope or Black Buck kdlvit, Antelope bezoartica, formerly very nume-
rous had become much scarcer during the last ten years, but has again
begun to increase in nwumnbers with forest reservation. They are
still found in large numbers in Nevésa, Parner, Karjat,and Shrigonda,
as also along the Goddvari in the Kopargaon sub-division. The
Gazelle, chinkdara, Gazelle bennetti, is conmon among low stony hills
in most parts of the district. The Hare, sasa, Lepus ruficaudatus, is
common throughout the district exceptin Akola. The Monkey, vdnar,
Presbytis entellus, is found at Daryildi Padli and other parts of
Pérner. Hindus think it a sin to kill the monkey. The Ichneumon,
mungus, Herpestes griscus, is common ; it kills poultry and snakes.

The Wild Dog, krolusne, kolusra, or kolusu, Kuon rutilans, was
common along the Akola Sabyddris. 1n 1836, Captan Mackintosh,
then superintendent of police, deseribed it as about the size of a
panther with powerful forcquarters, narrow tapering loins, black
and pointed muzzle, and sinall erect cars.  The tail was long with
a bunch of hair at the end.  The holusna was of a darkish red. It
was very swift and was known to hunt in packs of five, cight, fifteen,
and even twenty-five. It was very active, artful, and cunning in
mastering its prey. At night time the Lolusnds moved in search of
food and during the day remained quict in their hiding places. They
would also attack an animalif it came near them anhour or two after
sunrise or a short time before sunset. ' When a lolusna discovered an
animal it made a barking or whistling noise. On hearing the whistle
the other members of the pack who were on the alert came in
rapidly and posted themselves slily round the spot, gradually closing
on the animal. The animal on seeing one or two of the kolusnds
got frightened, aund its frigcht changed to confusion when it found
that wherever it tled there were dogs. At length in despair it stood
still, and the dogs ran in, pulled it down, and torc it to pieces. If the
pack was small the dogs sometimes gratified their hunger before
the animal fell, each dog tearing a mouthful while the animal
remained standing. Few cases were known of their attacking
village cattle, but they would kill a stray calf if they met with one.
The Kolis who lived near the Sahyddris were glad to see the wild
dogs and considered them the guardians of their cattle and fields.
The dogs hunted and killed simbar, milgdi, hysna, deer, jackals,
hares, hogs, bears, porcupines, quails, and occasionally tigers. All
of these animals feared the wild dog. They were believed to kill
tigerls by making water on their tail and spirting it into the tiger's
eyes.

During the eight years ending 1882, besides sixty-two persons and
one head of cattle killed by snake-bites, nine persons and 2679 head
of cattle or an average of 332 a year were killed by wild animals. Of
the nine persons, two were killed by tigers, five by wolves, and two
by other animals. Of the 2679 cattle, 297 were killed by tigers, 2190

1 Transactions Bombay Geographical Society, I. 200,
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by wolves, thirteen by hyznas, and 179 by other animals. During
the same period, besides eighteen snakes, thirty-nine tigers, fourteen
leopards, 312 wolves, and fifteen other wild animals were killed.
The Government rewards for their destruction amounted to £205
(Rs. 2050) or an average of about £25 (Rs.250) a year. Of the
£205 (Rs. 2050), £55 12s. (Rs. 556) were for the destruction of
tigers, £18 10s. (Rs.185) for the destruction of leopards, £130 16s.
(Rs. 1308) for the destruction of wolves, and-2s. 74d. (Re. 1:%) for
the destruction of snakes. In 1882 there was no loss of human life
attributed to tigers or wolves, but twenty-seven cattle were destroy-
ed by tigers and 481 by wolves.

! Rats and Mice, which sometimes do much damage to crops, are
included in the Murinm sub-family of mammals, and Lelong to
several groups. The first group is that of Jerboa Rats. They are
between the kangaroo-like jerboas and the true rats. Inthe rat
plague of 1879 the Indian Jerboa Rat, Gerbillus indicus, between
January and March proved most widely destructive, and destroyed
more grain than all the other rats together. 1t is called the haran
or antelope rat. Its colouring is like that of the female antelope,
its ears arc prominent, and its cyes are large and gazelle-like. It is
fawn-coloured above and white below. It has long black whiskers
and a tuft of black or blackish hairs at the eud of 1ts tail.  Tts head
and body are about seven inches long and its tail is more than cight
inches long.  Its forefoot is half aninch and its hind foot two inches
long. It weighs six to seven ounces. It burrows among the roots
of bushes or in the open ground and forms long galleries. These
have branches that end in chambers which are several inches wide
and are carpcted with dried grass.  They do not usually hoard their
food, which consists of grain and roots, especially of the sweet roots
of the harydli grass Cynodon dactylon. The female brings forth
eight to twelve and sometimes sixteen to twenty young. In the
dusk of the evening these rats, which may be recognized by their
fine large eyes, may be seen leaping about in places where there are
many fresh rat-holes. In the 1879 plague these rats used to climb
the yudri stalks and cut off the ears. The second group is that of Mole
Rats. It contains the Indian Mole Rat, Nesokia indica, kile undir,
called kokw or kok by the Vadars. This may be known from the
common brown rat, Mus dccumanus, by its shorter body and
shorter tail and also by being stouter and heavier. When pursued
it grunts like the bandicoot. 1In colour it is like the common brown
rat, but therec are fawn-coloured hairs mixed with the fur and it
is lighter below. Its ears are small and round. Its tail is naked
and looks short. Its incisor tecth are very large, flat in front,
and orange yellpw. Its entire length is about thirteen inches of
which the tail is six inches. The palm of its forefoot is nearly half
an inch long and that of its hindfoot an inch and a half. Itlives
alone and forms extensive burrows, sometimes fiftcen or twenty
yardsin diameter. It stores large quantities of grain. The Vadars
dig them out and eat both the rat and its stores. The female brings

1 Rev. 8, B, Fairbauk, D.D,, Ahmadnagar.
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forth cight or ten at a birth and drives her young from her burrow
as soon as they can care for themselves. This rat is usually found
near sugarcane ficlds. In 1826 Mr., now Sir Walter, Elliot said that
the kok abounded in the richly cultivated black plaing on cotton
grounds ; that the heavy rains often Hlooded their hearths, destroyed
their stores, and forced them to scck new habitations. In the
opinion of the pcople, great numbers of the rats that inhabit the
black soil are yearly killed by the first heavy fall of the south-west
rain. The black soil swells with heavy rain and the rats are caught
in the holes and fissures, and are smothered. The great increase
of these and the melid rats in 1879 is partly accounted for
by the absence of any sudden burst of rain in 1878. Under
the influence of gentle showers, the black soil swelled gradually
and the rats cscaped suffocation.  The third group of rats is that
of the typical rats which belong to the genus Mus, including the
bandicoot rat, Mus bandicota; the black rat, Mus rattus; and the
brown rat, Mus decumanus. These usnally infest houses and eat
the food stored in them. Sometimes they attack adjoining fields
of grain and destroy large quantities of the ears. The fourth
group, Vandelenria, contains some tree-climbing longtailed mice.
They have the upper ineisor triangular and grooved in front;
ears hairy ; hind feet very long” and slender; elaws small ; tail long
with scattered hairs mnore crowded at the tip;and the fur soft, with
long bristles interspersed.  Of these the Jong-tailed Tree mouse,
Mus oleraceus, is very pretty. It is of a bright rufous colour
above, with its feet and lower parts pure white. 1t frequents
trees and.creepers and very commonly palm-trees. This mouse
probably did not help much in the destruction of the grain eropsin
1879. The fifth group comprises the house mouse, Mus urbanus.
Its habits are like those of the English house mouse, from which it
differs in its smaller car and wueh longer tail. 1t is a dusky
reddish brown above and paler below. It has larger cyes and smaller
feet than the English mouse. The fur too is of a very different
texture. The sixth group comprises the ficld mice. The Earthy
Field Mouse, Mus terricolor, is not common in the Deccan. 1ts
length from its nose to the tip of its tail is only four and a half
inches, of which the tail is about two inches. 1t is fawn-coloured
above and white below, the two colours separating abruptly.
The seventh group comprises the Brown Spiny Mouse, Le(fga,czm
i)latythrix. It is well known to the Vadars who call it legydide or
egadgandw, Its entire length is six inches of which the tailis 25
inches. Its ears are only half anineh long. It is of a sandy brown
above and white below. The flattened spiny hairs on the back are
transparent and noticeable. They are smaller on the belly. This
mouse burrows on hill-sides or in banks. Its burrow may be
known by the smaller pebbles which it gathers round the
mouth and uses to close the mouth. It lives mostly on vegetables.
It may have helped in destroying the crops in some places in 1379. It
increases less rapidly than some other kinds and it is probably not
oneof the chief pests. The Fulvous Spiny Mouse, shitadgandu, iswell
known to the Vadars, but seems rare. A full grown male is six inches
long including a tail of three inches. Its colour is dusky, the tips of
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its hairs being fulvous on the sides and below. Both the dusky
and fulvous grow lighter below. Its whiskers are black. Its upper
incisors are orange and its lower incisors a glossy slimy white. "The
small Spiny Mouse, Leggada lepida,shintud burkhai,shintad phurkha
or chita burkani, is commoner. A large one is about 5'5 inches long
of which the tail is ncarly one-half. Tt is of a pale sandy brown
above and white below, the meeting of the two colours being
distinetly marked. Its spiny hairs are finc and transparent and not
rough to the touch. 1Its habits arc like those of I. plotythrix.
It is not likely to have done much damage in 1879, The Bush Rat,
gwlandi, is rave. It is 105 inches long of which the tail is 4-3
inches. Its car is 0-6 inches long, its colour is a dusky fulvous
fading into alighttawny. lts muzzleis blunt andits face is covered
with rough hair.  Its whiskers are long and very fine. It does not
burrow, but makes its ball-like nest among the branches of some
thorn bush, Its chicf food scems to be the roots of the harydli
grass Cynodon dactylon. The Large-carcd Field Mouse, Golunda
mettada, mettade or mettungandu, is one of the chief pests. It is a
soft-furred mouse, and yet has a few flattened and spiny hairs
among its fine close fur.  Its colour is reddish brown with a mix-
ture of fawn becoming lighter below. Its whole length is about
ten inches of which the tail is 43 inches. It is distinguished by its
large cars which are two-fifths of an inch in diameter.” The female
produces six or eight young at a birth. T'his rat has long been known
as a plague. It lives entirely in cultivated ficlds in pairs or small
societies of five or six, making a very slicht and rude hole in the root
of a bush or mercly harbouring among the heaps of stones thrown
together in the ficlds, in the deserted hurrow of the Lok, or in decp
cracks and fissures formed in the black soil during the hot months.
Everyycargreat numbers perishwhen these fissures tillat the beginning
of the rains. In 1826 the fall at the beginning of the south-west
rains was unusually light, and the melfades bred in such numbers
as to become a perfect plague.  They ate the seed as soon as it was
sown, and continued heir ravages when the grain began to ripen,
climbing the stalks of jedri and biting off the car that they might
the more readily devour it.  Many ficlds were completely wasted.
Vadars employed by the husbandmen killed the rats by thousands,
receiving a measure of grain for so many dozens, but without
perceptibly diminishing the number, This Large-cared Ficld Mouse,
the Jerboa Rat, and the Mole Rat, that is in Vadar language the
mettade, haran, and kok, were the three rats which in 1879 destroyed
the crops over thousands of square miles in Ahmadnagar and
Sholipur. They ruined some fields, cutting down with their sharp
ineisors some cartloads of stalks every night, and either cating the
grain, or dragging the heads into their burrows. Into other ficlds
an army of rats suddenly entered andin a few hours ate up the
grain like a flight of locusts.

1 Of Game Birds, there arc among RASORES, the common Peacock,
Pavo cristatus, and the Gray Jungle Fowl, Gallus sonnerati. Pea-

1 Mr. J. C. Pottinger, Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., Executive Engineer.
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fowls are found in a few places in the west and south, being almost al-
ways, if not always, preserved by the people of the neighbouring vil-
lages. The Gray Jungle Fowl is found in the reserved forests on the
top of Harishchandragad ; even there they are in no great numbers.
Of Partridgesboth the Painted, Francolinus pictus, and the Common
Gray, Ortigornis ponticerianus, are very scarce and are found only
in reserved forest lands where they stay throughout the yecar. Of
Quail, the Rain or Blackbreasted Quail, Coturnix coromandelica, is
believed occasionally to remain all the year, though, at least in the

laces where they are shot, their number increases after the rains
Eegin and deercases in the hot weather. They breed towards the end
of the rains. The Large Gray Quail, Coturnix communis, comes in
October and November towards the end of the south-west rains and
in the beginning of the cold weather. Some certainly breed between
August and October. In November and December they are found
inthe cut bdjri ficlds, and a little later in the grass.  In January they
are generally in the jedr? ficlds, and in February in the ripening
wheat and in thegrassalong stream beds where there is water.  They
disappear in March or ecarly in April. TFormerly large bags were
made by driving the jedrié ficlds, but during the last few years gray

uail have not been numerous apparently owing to short rainfall.
Still in places, especially when the wheat is being cut, a bag of
twenty bracc can be made by one gun in the morning.

Sand or Rock Grouse, Pteroclidee, are plentiful in the well watered
low hills between Belvandi in Shrigonda and Sirur in Poona, and
also more or less in other low hilly parts where there is water. They
stay all the year.

Among GRALLATORES the Indian Bustard, Eupodotis edwardsi, is
fairly numecrous. 1t breeds on the high, mwsrum or broken-trap
ridges north and cast of Belapur in Akola and in the south between
Belvandi in Shrigonda and Dhond.  During the rains large numbers
can be seen in these places.  In the cold weather they scatter over
the country and leave in February returning in Juncor July. The
Lesser Florican, Syphceotides aurita, is rare and is seen only in the
rains and cold weather. They are confined to the reserved forest
lands. Of Crancs the Demoiselle kalam or karkocha, Anthropoides
virgo, arc only occasionally seen and scldom shot, as they generally

ass south at a great height ; oceasionally they are found on river
anks in the cold weather, espeeially near wheat fields.

Snipe come in moderate numbers with the cold weather and leave
in February. The want of ponds or even of marshes prevents their
staying in any numbers. In a few places one gun may sometimes
get bags of eight or ten brace in a morning.

Of Plovers, the Stone Plover, /Esacus recurvirostris, and the
False or Bastard Florican, /Ediknemus scolopax, are rare ; they are
believed to remain all the year. The White Ibis, and the common
Lapwings, Vanelings, are fairly numerous and stay all the year.
They are unfit for eating.

Among NATATORES, Duck, Teal, and Coots come in moderate
numbers with the cold weather and leave in February. The want
of ponds or even of marshes prevents their stay in any numbers.
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Of these the commonest varieties are the Shoveller Duck, Spatula
clypeata, and the Bluewinged Teal Querquedula circia.

1The chief Domestic Animals are oxen, cows, buffaloes, sheep
and goats, horses, and asses. Their number considerably decreased
during the 1876-77 famine but the returns seem to show that the
stock is gradually regaining its former strength.®* The best breed-
ing grounds for horned cattle are Muthdlne, Kumbhalne, and Tirde
in Akola, which are favourite resorts for the Kdnadds and other
cattle-breeders. The chief markets for their stock are Bhiwndi and
other places in Théna. Of Oxen the 1882-83 returns showed a total
of 252,602. Oxcn are of three kinds, Laman or Malvi a Malwa breed
belonging to the Laménis or pack-bullockmen, the Deceani or local
bullock, and the Khildri oxen bred by the tribe of that name whose
head-quarters are said to be in Khdndesh. A well-to-do husbandman
has at least two pairs of Khildri oxen usually large and known by
theirlong straight hornsand pretty shape, costing £15 to £30(Rs. 150-
800) the pair. Dhangars bring young animalsfrom Khandesh and the
. Sétpuda hills. They are prized above any other oxen, especially for
their specd in light travelling carts. The Laméni or Mélwa bullock is
generally brought by Vanjdris when full-grown. It may be known
by its curved horns and broad face. They cost £8 to £15 (Rs.80-150)
the pair, and are used by middling and poor husbandmen chiefly for
heavy work. The Deccan or local bullock, like the Laméni bullock,
is used by middling and poor husbandmen. Though poor and small
in comparison with the others, it is well set and strong and very useful
for tillage and cart-drawing. They cost £10 to £20 (Rs.100-200) the
pair. If allowed plenty of milk when young, the Deccan bullock
turns out a stout useful animal. Besides the above a few Gujardti
bulls and cows are reared by Ahmadnagar Gavlis or milk-sellers
because of the large yield of milk of the cows and because they cost
little to keep as they graze in the forest and grass lands along the
banks of the Bhima. In Akola there are an unusual number of dingy
white cattle marked with great spots and blotches of brown black.
They have black curly horns and are a heavy inferior animal of
little value. Twenty years ago before the introduction of pony carts
or tongas, the hunum breed of oxen of a ercam-white colour with
fine pointed straight horns were found in great numbers and used

! Major Coussmaker; Mr. 8. Kyte, Police Inspector; and Rfo Siheb Nilkanth
Bhagvant Mule, Mamlatdar.

2 The following statement shows the returns of cattle and horses during the seven
years ending 1881-82, These and other returns of animals cannot claim to be more
than rough estimates :

Ahmadnag D tic Animals, 1875-76 - 1881-82.

Y He- | She- Foals. | Asses.| PSP
EAR. Bullocks. | Cows. buffaloes. | buffaloes. Horses.| Mares. |Foals.(Asses. G::;,u.
1875-78 ...| 274,068 | 190,886 | 10,088 88,145 7484 9009 | 4877 | 9874 411,985
1876-77 ...| 304,600 | 218,101 12,400 43,874 7770 9818 | 4872 | 9877 | 45,250
1877-78 ...[ 207,761 | 182,287 7459 28,885 5567 7044 | 2005 | 7694 | 344,885
1878-79 ...| 221,601 |126,243 6483 27,178 5878 7484 | 2411 | 7100 | 388,488
1879-80 ...| 837,963 |132,738 7024 28,059 5606 7585 | 8442 | 7661 | 892,450
188081 ...| 242,284 | 153,232 9849 29,857 b546 7788 | 4568 | 7048 | 415,897
1881-82 ...| 246,228 | 103,640 10,200 | 81,941 5881 7820 | 8741 | 8064 | 417,197
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chiefly for riding and drawing carts. Field oxen of an ordinary
middle size were also abundant, and are said to have been cheaper
and stronger than those now scen. Before the time of railways
herds of 100 to 500 cattle were brought into the district by Vanjari
traders loaded with grain, salt, and firewood. From June to January
grass is generally abundant and husbandmen give their bullocks
nothing else to eat. At other times the supply of grass is eked
out by millet stalks or kadba, and by oil cake, oil seed, and grain, of
which in the dry season three to four pounds a head are given
daily. Husbandmen are usually careful to leave the calves a large
share of their mother’s milk. Mdrwdr Vinis, Brdhmans, and other
non-agricultural classes take most of the milk for themselves and
leave little to the ealves. Bullocks pinched in this way are small
and weak, and unfit for ploughing or draught. They are bought
by butchers and sent to Poona or Bombay.

Of Cows, the 1882-83 returns showed a total of 195,210 head.
A husbandman has gencrally one to six cows worth £2 to £4
(Rs. 20-40) each. The cows are of an ordinary middle size, .
lighter and smaller than the Khdndesh breed. After the calf has
its share, the milk is partly used for house purposes and partly
made into clarified batter and sold. A cow for cight months after
calving yiclds two to ten pints of milk (1-5 skers) a day. At
the same time they are capricious, will often prevent a stranger
milking them, and if the calf dies the cow will generally refuse to
give any more milk. Before beginning to milk a cow the milker
generally lays some food in front of her and lets the calf draw
the milk down. When the milk has begun to flow the milker takes
the calf away and milks till the cow becomes restive or the milk
has all been taken. He then lets the calf have another suck.

The Kunbi keeps many cattle which at first sight seem useless.
Many are too weak for the plough or the cart. But these weak
cattle have a great value as fucl and manure makers. During
the day when the cattle are grazing the droppings are carcfully
gathered and made into fuel cakes and in the morning the dung
and broken millet stalks that are found in the cattle shed are put
with all the house-sweepings into the manure-pit which nearly
every landholder has outside of the village. Besides this important
reason for letting all his calves grow, the landholder thinks that some
may become finer than others, that there may be more fodder one
i;ea,r than another, and that there may be a demand for cattle. As

e spends much less upon his cattle than they bring him in, he never
goes out of his way to part with them.

Of Buffaloes, the 1882-83 returns showed a total of 46,522 head,
11,547 of them male and 34,945 female. She-buffaloes are reared
for their milk, which is a necessity in every household. They
are stout and healthy, and are found in large numbers. For
ten months after calving their daily yield is eight to twenty-four

ints (4- 12 shers) and sometimes more. They are of five kinds,
urti from South Gujarit, Mahuri J4frdbidi and Bardi from
South K4thidwér, and local Deccanbuffaloes. Ofthese the Jafrabadi,
costing £15 to £20 (Rs.150-200) and yielding nearly twenty-four
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pints (12 shers) a day, is the most valuable, but as it is very large and
costly it is uncommon. The Deccan or local buffalo is of two kinds,
the Gauldru or herdsmen’s buffalo, and the Gdvrdnu or villager's
buffalo. Of these the Guuldru, with long horns and thin face,
reared by Gavlis and costing £10 to £15 (Rs. 100-150), is the best,
yielding from fourteentotwenty pints(7-10 shers) of milk a day. The
Gdvrdanu, the commoner variety, costs £5 to £10 (Rs. 50-100) and
yields a smaller quantity of milk. Except by the Gavlis who make
and sell clarified butter the milk is generally kept for home use.
Male buffaloes are seldom reared cxcept for breeding. The male calf,
as a rule, is neglected. It is sometimes given to Vadars, who use it
in drawing their low solid-wheeled stone-carrying trucks. Male
buffaloes are seldom worth more than £3 or £4 (Rs.30-40), and are
often used by Vadars, Belddrs, Kaikddis, and Ghisddis in earrying
their loads. Exceptin Akola where there is much forest and pasture
land, therc are no wandering herdsmen who dcal solely in horned-
cattle. In Akola a caste known as Kdnadds, whose home speech still
bears traces of their Kédnarese origin, live in fixed houses and have
fifty to 200 cows, and buffaloes which they graze during the day and
ien at night in enclosures fenced by felled trees and branches.

ike the Gavlis, they move in the dry season in search of grass and
water, but do not desert their houses.

Weekly cattle markets are held at Valki in Nagar; at Gadgaon,
Kukuna, and Pimpalgaon in Nevdsa ; at Pithardi in Shevgaon; at
Mirajgaon in Karjat ; and at Kharde in Jamkhed.

In 1825, the cattle of the district were reported to be inferior.
Mr. Dunlop, the Collector, asked Government to supply him
with twenty bulls for breeding, ten of them from Khéndesh
and ten from Kénkrej to the north of Ahmadabad where the finest
Gujarit cattle arc grown. In 1826, the first annual show of cattle
and horses was held at Ahmadnagar when £40 (Rs. 400) were
distributed in prizes for bulls and cows! In 1882 a horse cattle
and field produce show was held at Ahmadnagar at which £160
(Rs. 1600) were paid in prizes. At the 1883 show the amount
spent on prizes was raised to £250 (Rs. 2500). Most of the animals
sﬁown were local owned by landholders chiefly of Akola, Kopar-
gaon, Nagar, Nevésa, and Pdrner.

Of Horses, Mares, and Foals, the 1852-83 returns showed a
total of 18,978. Ahmadnagar, espccially the Bhima valley, was
once famous for its horses. Now horses are few and poor.
After 1803, when the English became responsible for the peace of
the Deccan the Nagarnﬁorced of horses seems to have been
allowed to decline. In 1£21, the Collector, Captain Pottinger
wrote that the breed of horses seemed to have been neglected
for some years. There were some good brood mares in several
parts of the district, and some of the proprietors and rich heads of
villages owned a few large and strong horses. Still they seemed to
be chiefly anxious to rear a middle-sized inferior horse for which

1 Mr. Dunlop, Sth July 1825, and the Prize Committee’s Report dated 16th
October 1826.
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they expected a ready sale among the local Brdhmans and other

ublic officers.! In 1827, to restore the character of the Deccan

reed, a Government stud was established at Alegaon in Poona on
the left bank of the Bhima. Good horses were occasionally turned
out, but the average was inferior to the horses imported from the
Persian Gulf and the Cape. The establishment whs continued till
1842 when it was abolished. Of late years fresh efforts have been
made to improve the breed of horses by stationing Government stud
horses in different parts of the district and offering their services
free of charge to any onc person who brings a mare. Breeders are
also encouraged by the offer of prizes at ycarly horse-shoes held at
Ahmadnagar, Sirur, and Poona. Of late more system and vigour
have been introduced into the arrangements by the appointment
of a special Superintendent of Horsebreeding Operations. The
present stud of Government horses, which are under the charge
of the Police Superintendent, numbers six. Of these one is an
Australian, one an English, and one an Arab horse, two are Arab
galloways, and one is an Arab pony. In 1877, 359 mares were
served. Almost all well-to-do Kunbis have a mare of two, the
Bhimthadi mares being worth £20 to £40 (Rs. 200-400). At the
1881-82 Méheji horse-show in Khandesh a large number of exhibitors
were from Ahmadnagar and Poona. At the 1883 Ahmadnagar
show most of the horses were owned by Parner, Nagar,
and Shrigonda landholders. The produce of country mares and
Government  stallions is much in demand, and advances are
often made when the mare is in foal. In such cases the colt is
tuken by the buyer when five months old, at a price varying from
£5 to £10 (Rs. 50-100). If taken to the yearly fair at Malegaon
in the Nizim’s dominions, colts fetch £10 to £20 (Rs.100-200),
and if well fed and taken to the same fair as two ycar olds they
realize £40 to £50 (Bs. 400-500). So large is the demand at the
Milegaon fair that hardly any colts of more than a ycar old aro to
be found in the Ahmadnagar district. Brood mares owned by well-
to-do husbandmen are left to graze where they can during the day.
On coming home in the evening, they are given a daily allowance
of not more than two pounds of gram or of millet, besides a few
bundles of millet stalks. They are not groomed cxcept when
ridden or on going to a fair, and often become diseased from dir
and neglect. A mare generally carries for eleven months. Except
in Akola horses are bred in every part of the district especially, in
Nagar, Shrigonda, Karjat, Shevgaon, Nevdsa, and Kopargaon. Next
to the Milegaon fair the best market is at Yeola in Nasik.

Thirty years ago Ahmadnagar was the chief breeding ground of
the Deccan ponies, a hardy and well-made breed, twelve to thirteen
and a half hands and upwards. Before the time of railways the mails
were mostly carried by these Deccan ponies. Hundreds of ponies
could then be bought in a few days. Of late they have become scarce

- and their value has risen nearly threefold. The breed is well suited

to the wants of the people. ~But except when at work they are

1 Colleotor's Outward Volume, X, (1821),
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neglected and 'g,left to Fick what grazing they can, without any
allowance of gritin. Still they are highly valued and much in demand
for riding and Irawing pony carts or tongds. £15 to £20 (Rs.150-
200) are somefimes paid for a good pony. Some Dhangars or
shepherds havi; a class of speciairly good ponies which are known
as Bhangarisz’._ They are generally thought to be a special breed,
but Mr. Lamb, the superintendent of breeding operations, holds that
their excellence is due to the Dhangar’s practice of castrating their

onies. They arc small but hardy and are almost never shod.

unbis have some curious rules about the colour of their horses
and mares. A piebald with a white face, white legs, and wall eyes,
and a wall-eyed cream-coloured mare are considered lucky and
fetch a high price. On the contrary, a mare of any other colour
with black points or with one wall-eye is unlucky and, whatever her
qualities, is difficult to sell. '

Of Asses, the 1882-83 rcturns showed a total of 8565. Asses
are small and light in body. They are reared by Kumbhérs or
potters, Londris or lime-burners, Parits or washermen, Belddrs or
quarrymen, Kolhatis or rope-dancers, and Kaikddis a wandering tribe.
They are generally employed in carrying loads. They cost £2 to £3
(Rs. 20-30).

Of Shecp and Goats, the 1882-83 rcturns showed a total of
456,625. The only professional shepherds are Dhangars and Khildris,
who were formerly wanderers but are now settled. The Dhangars
are either graziers of the Kotekdr and Hétkar subdivisions, or
weavers of the Birvalle, Dhule, and Thumre subdivisions. They
hold aloof from other castes with whom they neither eat nor marry.
In October, soon after the rains are over, the graziers set out chiefly
for Khéndesh taking their flocks of 200 to 500 sheep. They return to
Ahmadnagar for the cold and hot seasons. During the fair months
when the fields are bare they pen their sheep in fields at night,
changing the spot every night till the whole ficld is manured. For ten
to fiftecen nights of a flock of ten to twelve score or khandis of sheep
a husbandman will pay about one hundred pounds (1 man) of grain.
Dhangars show little care in rearing their sheep. The fodder and
treatment are of the roughest, and they pay no attention to choosing
rams and crossing breeds. In many villages it is the exccption to
find sheep the property of a Dhangar or an individual of the shepherd
caste and the keeping of a flock of breeding ewes is not usual except
among well-to-do Kunbis. Every Kunbi who tills garden land,
especially in the east and south of the district, tries to have his own
flock of sheep, and most villages have three or four husbandmen
with flocks of their own. Sheep for stock are bought by the score,
the price varying from £1 16s. to £6 (Rs.18-60). The price is
sometimes as high as £8 (Rs. 80) when the buyer chooses each sheep
picking one ram and nineteen ewes, all between three years old and
of good colour. A favourite custom among Kunbis is to buy an old
ewe with her sixth lamb, kill the mother as soon as the lamb can
shift for itself, and bring up the young one as a pet for the children.
The pet is kept till it begins to be troublesome when it either
follows its mother or is sold to sheep-brokers or mutton-butchers
who come regularly from Bombay and Poona “and buy goats, kids,
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sheep; and lambs, paying 2s. to 8s. (Rs.1-4) a head. If the flock
is large Kunbis generally cngage a Dhangar or a man of any other
labouring caste to tend them. ~During the rains sheep are in poor
condition ; the damp does not suit them and they cannot move freely.
Grass less than six inches high is the best grazing for sheep. They
arc also fond of herbs and vegctables. In the hot months they
feed on dry grass and on grass roots. Sheep are generally taken
to graze about eight in the morning, watered at cleven, left to graze
till three, then again watered, aud left to graze till dark. The ewe
carries five months, and, though known to yean in every season of
the year, November and June are the favourite times. It gives
birth to one to three lammbs. It is not known how long a ewe will
go on bearing. The Dhangars think it advisable to scll them after
they have had five lambs. The age of the mother when the first
lamb is born varies from 400 to 600 days and the intervals at which
the lambs are dropped vary from six to 14} months. Ewes are
milked once a day, and the yield is small not more than two ounces.
Sheep’s milk is used medicinally, very little is made into butter.
Mixed with maidalkadi Oriodaphne opefera powder it is applied
to a bruize or strain, and the part is afterwards fomented.
With a few drops of limejuice, and a grain of opium, it is
taken by the poor as a cure for diarrhaa. Sheep are sheared
twice a year, in January and in July or August according as the
rains are late or carly. When the shearing time comes, the sheep
are taken to a stream having on one side clean rocks or sand,
and on the other a steep sloping bank.  From the top of the
bank the sheep are thrown into the water, where they remain
for some time and then swim to the other side. They are left to
stand on the rocks till they are dried by the sun when their wool is
cut with large scissors. The wool is sometimes sold to Musalmdn
traders who go buying from village to village, and send it to Poona
and Bombay. The yearly yield of wool from one hundred shee

fetches 16s. to £1 (Rs.8-10). The Dhangar weavers spin an

weave the wool. Blankets, the chief articles woven, are of two
sizes, the chavila two picces joined together each measuring about
six feet by three,and the kimbiv alarger ¢havdile measuring ten to
twelve feet by six. The chavdla and the kdanbli are the usual dress
of the Kunbis and other poorer classes. The kdmbli is white or
black, and the chowila is black with white stripes. Half of the
chavila is called a patti, and in the market the chavdla is bought
in the form of a pair of pattis which the buyer sews together.
They are made by all Dhangars except Hatkars and Shegdrs.
Including the time of the women who spin the thread and of the
men who weave, a kdmnbli takes six or seven days to make. As the
wool costs about 1s. (8 as.) about 3+ (Rs.13) are left to pay for
the labour. The demand for blankets is fairly constant. Burnus
or namda, a coarse felt made of wool stuck together with a
mixture of soap and linseed, is used for matting, for packing loads,
and for many other purposes. Namdds are generally made in pieces
eight fect square. Chhdp is a smaller burnus about four feet by
one and a half; it is generally used for putting under saddles.
Chhdpe and burnus are made by Pinjéris or cotton-cleaners. The
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holy blankets of white wool which are worn by Bréhmans and
others are seldom made in Ahmadnagar. The dsan, a two feet
square piece of white woollen cloth is used by Brdahmans and others
as a seat while saying their daily prayers and performing other
religious ceremonies. Cushions are sometimes stuffed with wool
instead of with cotton. No lamb is sheared till it is six months
old. The wool of the first clip is called jivli lokar. It is
fine and specially strong. In chavilis and kdmblis where strength
is needed, lamb’s wool is generally used for the cross threads carried
by the shuttles. A blanket made entirely of lamb’s wool is very
soft and fetches as much as 4s. to10s. (Ks. 2-5). Sheep skin 1s
used for making dafs, timkis,and other small drums and as the inner
lining of shoes. Dhors and Sultdinkars tan the sheep skins which
are used as shoe-lining. A sheep’s skin fetches 44d. to 6d. (3-4 as.).
Except in towns, scarcely any class use mutton as a daily article of
food. Its priceis 2}d.to 3d. (14-2 «s.) the pound. Brdlhmans and
Lingdyat Marwadr and Gujardt Vinis and a few others never touch
mutton. Those who have no objection to animal food eat mutton
as a dainty on holidays and festivals. In almost all Mardtha and
Kunbi families, on Dasara Day in September-October a sheep is
offered to the goddess Devi. As the local demand for mutton is
small many sheep are sent to Poona and other places.

Though not nearly so numcrous as sheep, one or more goats are
kept by all except some of the higher classes. The local goat is
small, but some either of pure or of half-Surat breed are fair sized
and give one to two pints (4 - 1 sher)of milk a day. The price of agoat
varies from 6s. to 12s. (Rs. 3-6).  Goats live on green grass and tree
leaves ; they will not cat dry grass.  Goats are milked twice a day,
in the morning at six and in the evening at seven. The daily yicld
varies from two and a half to four pints (1}-2 shers). Goat’s milk
is used chiefly by the poor. Besides being drunk by children it is
made into clarified butter. Goat’s hair is never cut or used. The
skins fetch 1s. 3d. to 2s. (Re.§-1) and are sent to Bombay in
large numbers. The outer red coating of native shoes is generally of
goat skin.

Hens are of two kinds, asil a larger and phetial a smaller variety.
They are found in cvery village, rearcd by Musalmdns, Kolis, Bhils,
Méngs, and Mhdrs. They lay eggs six times a year, laying one egg
& day for about a month, then stopping for a month, and again
beginning to lay. The pricc of an as/l hen varies from 2s. to 2.
6d. (Rs.1-14}) and of a phetial fowl from 64. to 1s. (4-8 as.); a chicken
costs 44d. to 6d. (3-4 as.); and cggs 3d. to 44d. (2- 3 as.) the dozen.
Mhé4rs and Kanjdris collect the eggs and take them to Poona by
road. Ducks are sometimes rcared along with hens chiefly by
Mh4rs and Méngs. They are worth about 6s. (Rs. 3) a pair.

18even kinds of snakes, all believed by the people to be more or
less poisonous, are found in the district. Of these the Cobra, ndg,
Naja tripudians, has three varieties, the black-brown or donia, the
yellow or gavlia, and the copper-coloured or bachcha. The doinia,

1 Mr, 8, Kyte, Police Inspactor,
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measuring four to five feet long, has besides a ring on its hood
which is of a grayish colour, two throat bands and a collar below
the hood. The yellow or gavlia cobra is a little larger than the
black-brown varicty, and has a whitish spectacle mark on the hood.
The copper-coloured bachcha is smaller, but is guicker in its move-
ments than the other two. Its hood is darker than the body and
has a white spectacle mark with a dark-brown lining. The cobra,
though it sometimes moves about during the day, generally seeks
its food at night, chiefly birds, eggs, frogs, toads, and rats. The
cobra is found in holes in ruined houses, under logs of wood, and in
hollow trees. During the rainy season, it lays twenty to twenty-
five eggs about the size of pigeon’s eggs and having a tough skin.
Cobras seldom attack without being disturbed. But they will
probably turn on any one who chances to tread on them, and for .
their bite no cure is known, In attacking the cobra raises itself,
spreads its hood, and makes a hissing sound. All hooded snakes,
including the cobra, are believed by the people to be females, and
those without hoods to he males. The cobra is worshipped by the
people, being supposed to be the guardian of treasure. Some
believe that to have a cobra in the house brings good luck, and
many refrain from killing cobras and feed and protect them. If
they wish to get a cobra taken from their houses, Vénis have it
caught with round wooden scissors and set at large in some
neighbouring field. The dhdman, Ptyas mucosus, mcasuring four
to seven feet, is of two varicties, the malsi dhdman and the thalia
dhaman. The malst is of a dark brown, with its head and tail a
little darker and the belly a pale yellow. The thalia is yellow and
its trunk is marked by brown bands at an equal distance from each
other. The movements of both kinds of dhdman are very quick
and graceful. It is somctimes found in water and on the banks
of streams, but more often in ruined houses, in holes, in fields, and
under brushwood. It is not poisonous and is said to be fond
of milk. It is said to be seen at times sucking the milk of cows
and buffaloes coiled round their hind legs and keeping them from
moving. The people belicve that if a buffalo or cow is sucked by
a dhdman, it loses tlesh and never again yiclds milk, It is also
believed that if a buffalo happens to meet the gaze of a dhiman the
buffalo instantly dies. "'he phurse, Echis carinata, a little more than
a foot and a half long, is brown with oblong whitish spots on the body,
and a lighter belly. The neck is thin and the head, with very bright
yellow eyes, is irregular in shape and broadest at the mouth. This
snake is armed with long fangs and is aggressive and venomous.
When disturbed it throws itself into a double coil, and, with a fierce
hiss, springs at its enemy. If it fails to strike, it slides back facing its
enemy all the time. The rukhi or udatldgya, that is the leaper from
the way it springs while moving, is about two feet long, of a brownish
gray, with white stripes down the back. Its movements are very
%uick, and it is supposed to be poisonous. The kandia or kardthia,
ungarus cceruleus, is of a blackish brown marked with pairs of
white cross streaks. The belly is of an uniform white. It is found
generally in fields, grass plains, and low scrubby brushwood, and is
at times seen in houses, behind doors, and in bath-rooms, It varies
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in length from two to three feet. The fangs are short and the poison
works slowly. Its bite is considered dangerous and sometimes fatal.
The kirdu, Tropidonotus plumbicolor, half a foot to two feet long and
of a dark grass green, is found in water. Its head and tail arc a
little darker and the belly is of a yellowish green. It is harmless.
The mahdndol, Eryx johnii, commonly called gindmukhi, a dark
brown snake about two feet long,on account of the bluntness of
its tail is supposed to have two heads. The head is not distinet
from the neck and the cleft of the mouth is very low with short
narrow jaws. It has a very slow motion and is harmless. According
to Mr. Baines it is the only snake which makes a noise, the male
when after the female not hissing but booming like a bittern.

‘When a native is bit by a snake two or threc cords or bands of
cloth are tightly bound above the wound. His friends take him to
some special temples in the village, generally to Bahiroba’s temple
and set him in front of theidol. Leaves of the linb tree, Azadirachta
indica, crushed with chillies arc given to the paticnt to eat.
A drum is beaten and charms or verses are intoned. While the
patient is seated before the idol, Zimb branches are made into a
broom, and for about an hour are passed over his body from head to
foot. This treatment has the good effect of keeping the patient in
heart. The ceremony is sometimes performed at home. As most
snakes are harmless, and as the bite, even of poisonous snakes is
not always deadly, there are many recoverics. But from the bite
of a vigorous cobra or other very venomous snake the chance of
recovery is small. During the three years ending 1882 thirty-
seven or a yearly average of twelve persons were reported to have
been killed by snake-bites. In 1882 cighteen snakes were reported
to have been destroyed for which 2s. 74d. (Rs.14%) were given by
Government as rewards.

! The Ahmadnagar rivers like other Deccan rivers flow through
the rainy scason and on to January or March. While rain is
falling they suddenly become floods of muddy water and rapidly
shrink as the rain ceases. Few flow to the end of the hot season,
but all rivers have decp pools whose water never drics. Dams
and water-channels are also valuable as breeding grounds for fish
and some of the large ponds, notably the Bhitodi lake in the
Nagar sub-division, which is a mile long and never less than two
or three fathoms deep, are safe fish-homes and breeding grounds.
The store of fish is considerable, though few of them have much
market value. Several kinds of fish may always be found in ponds
s0 long as the pond holds water. When the water dries the fish bury
themselves in the mud, and wait in torpor till a fresh supply
of water comes. If enough rain falls to soak the mud in their
hiding places, they at once become active ; in pools supplied only
by rain water, within a day or two after a heavy fall, fish will be
-found. As numerous fry are found in flooded places a few days
after the rains begin, it seems likely that the eggs from which they
came were in the dry mud, ready to be hatched so soon as they

- 1 Contributed by the Rev. 8. B. Fairbank, D.D.
B 772—6
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were moistened by water. After any heavy rain, streams of muddy
water are formed, and fish, especially of the Carp family, leave the
rivers and rush up these short-lived streams on exploring expeditions.
When the rain is over these treacherous flood-streams cease and the
fish are left high and dry. This explains stories of fishes that have
fallen with the rain. Unless it had been carried there by a crow
no one ever found a fish on the roof of his house.

Besides Bhois, Kah4rs, Kolis and Rémoshis, who are the chief
Ahmadnagar fishers, many Kunbis, Mardthds, and Dhangars at all
seasons fish with nets and cloths. The fishermen complain that
there are fewer fish in the rivers than there used to be, and the
markets are said to be insufficiently supplied.

The chief fish are :

RuyYNCHOBDELLIDAE. The Spiny Eel family has one representa-
tive which is common and abundant. It is the Mastacembalus
armatus, Cuv ct Val,, vdm or wdmb. 1t is found in all streams
and particularly in rocky pools. The anterior part of its single
long back fin consists of about thirty free spines. It is usually of
a rich brown colour, becoming lighter below. Some have black
spots or bands. One varviety, M. marmorata, is purplish and
marked all over with a deeper shade, while its head has wide dark
bands broken into irregular spots by narrow white lines. This eel
grows two feet long and when curried or fried is good cating.

OpHIOCEPHALIDA. The maral family has three mewmbers.
Maral are long cylindrical fishes with the dorsal fin running along
the whole back, and the anal fin along the hind half of the belly.
The ventral fins have only six rays. Their heads are flattened and
are thought to resemble the heads of serpents, and this has given
them their generic name. On this account some pcople object to
them, but by most they are highly esteemed for food. Those
taken from running water are better flavoured than those from
stagnant water. The colour of the back of all three species is
grayish green, but there are spots and marks peculiar to each. Of
the three kinds the one that attains the largest size is the Ophioce-
phalus marulius, B. H. This grows to four feet in length and to
twenty pounds in weight. Its special mark is a large round black
spot, covering the upper third of the base of its gray tail fin. Its
ventral fins arc orange. In young specimens there is an orange
band along the side from the eye. There are pearly white spots on
the posterior third of the body and the adjacent fins and tail.
Ophiocephalus leucopunctatus, Russel, grows three feet long
and twelve pounds in weight. It has numerous white spots on
its body and on its fins posteriorally where they are black. It
lacks the black ocellus which marks the tail of O. marulius.
Ophiocephalus gachua, B. H., is a smaller species which grows only
thirteen inches long. Its Hindustdni name is said to be gham' dhok,
It is greenish above andlighter below. Its stcel-coloured fins are
edged with orange. There is often & large ocellus, dark with a
light edge, on the last five rays of the dorsal fin. Some are deco-
rated with white spots and some with orange spots. It is found
from the sea level to the tops of mountains and often thrives in
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wells. It is so amphibious that it may be carried in a wet cloth for
three or four hours without suffering.

SiLuriDZ. The Catfish family which is represented in the
Deccan by at least sixteen species, have a tough and scaleless skin.
They prefer muddy to clear water and abound in deep sluggish
rivers. They have long feelers or barbels round their mouths, which
help them to find their way and to procure food in their dark muddy
homes. 1t is these barbels which arc arranged somewhat like the
whiskers of a cat which have given them the popular name of
Catfish. Sharp or jagged spines at the front edges of the dorsal
and pectoral fins of these catfish inflict dangerous wounds, and
some are thought to contain poison. The vernacular names of several
kinds, shingi, shingte, shingvi, shingila and shingadn, seem to be

iven from the large horn or shing-like spines. All are used as

ood. MACRONES AOR, B. H., shingdla is of a bluish leaden colour
above and white below. The fins are ycllowish, and a black spot
as large as its eye marks the adipose dorsal fin. It grows three
feet long. Its maxillary barbels extend to the base of its tail.
The upper surface of its hcad is roughened by lumpy ridges.
Macrones seenghala, Sykes, so called shingdla, is brownish
along the back, silvery on the sides and below, and has a round
black spot on the adipose back fin. The front spine of its back
fin is rough but not saw-like. The chest spines arc toothed on the
inner side. The upper surface of its head is roughened by ridges.
Its maxillary barbels extend to the middle of the back fin. It
grows to a great size. RITA PAVIMENTATA, Val, ghogra, is of a dull
yellow with dark oreven black fins. 'T'he upper surface of the head
1s smooth and covered with skin. The ma,xili’ll;ry barbels are shorter
than the head, while the mandibular pair of barbels are a little
longer. The back spine is finely tooth-cut behind and the breast
spines are tooth-cut on both sides. 1t grows at least six inches long.
This species has been found only in the Goddvari and its feeders.
SiLunpia  Sykesn, Day, pddi or guglya, is bluish above and
white on the sides and belly. It has two pairs of whiskers, the
magxillary reaching to the breast fin. Its back spine is rough before
and saw-like behind. It is found in the Goddvari and its feeders.
It grows eighteen inches and more in length. BAGARIUS YARRELLII,
Syies, hirad or khirad, is gray or yecllowish with broad dark eross-
bands or irregular markings. Its fins have a black base and
gencrally a cross-band. Its head skin is rough, its back spine smooth,
and its breast spine toothed on the inside. The upper fork of its
tail is elongated. Its maxillary whiskers are rather longer than its
head and are thick at the base. It grows at least six fect lonf. A
five feet long specimen weighed 136 1bs. Tt is often called a fresh-
water shark, partly from its greed and partly from its under-hung
mouth and general ugliness.

CypRINIDZE. The Carp Family, including forty-one species, is
largely represented in the rivers and other waters of the Deccan.
These and the catfish make up the bulk of the Deccan fresh-water
fishes. Catfish delight in mud and filth; carp love clear water
and are clean feeders. Their flesh is well flavoured, but they dre
filled with fine branched bones which trouble the eater. Still in
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spite of the bones the common people of India eat carp with delight.
CaTLA BUCHANANI, Cuv. et Val. (Cyp. abramoides, Sykes), -is
called tdmbada from its reddish copper colour. It is sometimes

rayish above and silvery below, its fins being dark or nearly
glack. Its copper colour is caused by each scale having a red
lunule or crescent-shaped mark as well as a copper-coloured edge.
It is a very powerful tish, and when caught in seinesor large nets
usually succeeds in leaping out and escaping. It grows to be at
least six feet long. hen not above two feet long it is much
estcemed for food. In Calcutta it is largely used for stocking ponds.
Inch-long fish in six months grow to be ten or cleven inches long
and to weigh twelve to fourteen ounces. THYNNICTHYS SANDKHOL,
Sykes, sandkul or sandt, is silvery with a purplish head and very
small scales. 1t grows more than cighteen inches long. It has
been found only in the Goddvari and its fecders and neighbouring
ponds.

The fishes classed in the genus BARBUS have no horny covering
to their lips, and their eyelids are not adipose. BARBUSs Tog, H. B,,
wmhasala, the mahascer of English sportsmen, is greenish above,
becoming silvery shot with golden below. Itslower fins are reddish
yellow. Its scales are large. It grows at least five feet long and
ninety pounds in weight. One 34 feet long and one foot high
weighed forty-two pounds. It grows to the largest size and is most
abundant in mountain or rocky strcams. NEMACHEILICTHYS
RUPPELLI, Sykes, mura, is greenish yellow with brown bars down
to the lateral line, and a white abdomen. Ithas an elongated snout
and six prominent whiskers. It grows to be four inches long. It
seems to be peculiar to the Deccan. NEMACHEILUS BoTiA, B. H,,
(C. mooreh, Sykes), also called mura (M.), is grayish with about a
dozen sloping bars above the side line. Its back fin is orange with
rows of black spots. The slightly forked tail has seven dark bars.
Its length is three inches.

MureNiDA. The Eel Family is represented by one species,
Anguilla bengalensis, Gray et Hard. (A. elphinstonei, Sykes), ahir.
Its ground colours, which are brownish above and yellowish
below, are often covered with black spots and blotches. The back
and bottom fins have light coloured edges. It is anirritable creature,
swelling its head when angered, and looking in general like a
serpent. It grows morc than four fect long, but the native stories
of eels fifteen feet long are probably mistaken. It is valued in
medicine and sells at a good price.

Besides these the following species have been recorded :
Vilshivda, like a shingdla but with a bigger head; kurdu, about
four inches long and three round with a red body, round head,
and weighing one-eighth of a pound ; dmblya, a white fish of the size
of a man’s finger ; mala like dmblya but black ; potulo, half a foot
long, and white, weighing from one-eighth to one-half of a pound ;
khandri, half a foot long, dark brown, and weighing one-fourth to
one-half pound; kdnusha, like the khandri, but reddish; padi
Jhorya, also called jhirugal or thegri, three inches long, white, and
weighing one-sixteenth of a pound; kolas, six to eighteen inches long,,
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reddish, with a big head and fins ; chdlat, six inches long, white and
flat, weighing one-eighth to one-half pound ; valany, three feet long
and weighing eight pounds; wvddis, three fect long, fins yellow and
red, and weighing six to twelve pounds; dokda, one inch long and
black ; teplya, like the dokda but of mixed white and black. Jhinges
or prawns, from one to six inches long and one-sixteenth to one inch
vound are also found.

Except the maral, all these species breed only once a year at the
beginning of the rains. The maral breeds twice a year in January
and in June. They lay their eggs in the banks of rivers and ponds
where the water is shallow, or in small channels or water-courses.
'The fry can live only in places of this sort as they can get their
food without being carried away by the current.

There are no private rights in fisheries, and as the rivers are
dragged and fished without restriction large numbers of spawn-
ing and undersized fish are destroyed. Fish are caught by nets,
pieces of cloth, and hooks and lines, and sometimes at night by
torch-light. The smallest mesh is about the size of a grain of
gram § to 45 of an inch. Besides by hooking, baiting, and trapping,
fish are caught by poisoning. The plants generally used in poisoning
pools are kuchla or kdjra Strychnos nuxvomica, the rdmet Lasiosiphon
speciosus, hirnganbet Balanites roxburghii, supti Tephrosea suberosa,
and sher Eaphorbii tirucalli.  Pool poisoning is wasteful as it kills
all the fish old and young, and it is unwholesome, injuring the fish
as an article of food and spoiling the water. Fishare sold or eaten
fresh by fishermen, and are never salted. They are sold in markets
or taken from house to house in villages and towns. Their price
varies from §d. to 1}d. (1 -1 .) a pound in villages and from 2d. to
3d. (14 -2 as.) a pound in towns. Fish are sometimes exchanged
for grain. The small fish weight for weight are not as valuable as
the large fish. Dry fish are imported from the Konkan. About
two-thirds of the people cat fish, but fish does not form part of th
regular diet of any except the fishing classes. :
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CHAPTER IIIL
POPULATION.

Accorpinag to the 1881 census the population of the district was
751,228 or 11269 to the square mile. Of these Hinduns numbered
706,557 or 94-05 per cent; Musalméns 39,592 or 527 per cent;
Christians 4821 or 0-64 per cent; Pdrsis 179 or 0:02 per cent ; Jews
65 ; Sikhs 8; and Buddhists 6. The percentage of males on the
total population was 50°79 and of females 49-20. Tho corresponding
returns for 1872 were a total of 778,337 or 117:09 to the square
mile, of whom Hindus numbered 732,447 or 94-10 per cent ; Musal-
méns 42,722 or 5'48 per cent ; Christians 1973 or 0'25 per cent;
Pérsis 91; Jews 67; Brdhmos 6 ; and Others 1031. Compared with
the 1872 returns the 1881 returns show a decrease of 27,109 or 8-48
per cent which is due to the mortality and emigration during the
1876-77 famine.

Of 751,228 (males 381,602, females 369,626), the total population,
682,451 (males 350,589, females 331,862) or 85°52 per cent were
born in the district. Of the 68,777, who werc not born in the
district, 25,328 were born in the Nizdm’s country; 14,806 in
Poona ; 8185 in Ndsik ; 5243 in Sholdpur; 3847 in the Rajputana
states ; 2348 in Sitdra; 1206 in Khdndesh; 1101 in the Konkan
districts ; 1036 in the Bombay Karndtak districts; 922 in Gujardt;
620 in Bombay; 314 in Madras; 129 in Goa, Diu, and Daman;
2707 in other parts of India ; and 985 outside of India.

Of 751,228 the total population, 679,960 (343,738 males, 336,222
females) or 90°51 per cent spoke Mar4thi. Of the remaining 71,268
persons, 42,051 or 5:59 per cent of the whole spoke Hindusténi ;
18,168 or 2-41 per cent spoke Marw4ri ; 6242 or 0°83 per cent spoke
Telugu ; 2487 or 0-83 per cent spoke Gujarati ; 1164 or 0°15 per cent
spoke English ; 504 or 006 per cent spoke Kénarese ; 862 or 0:04 per
cent spoke Hindi; 163 or 0°02 per cent spoke Portuguese-Konkani
or Goanese ; 64 spoke Tamil; 58 spoke Arabic; 4 spoke Burmese;
2 spoke Baluchi; 2 spoke Danish ; and 2 spoke German.

The following tabular statement gives the number of each religious
class according to sex at different ages, with, at each stage, the
a‘e'rcentage on the total population of the same sex and religion.

he columns referring to the total population omit religious distinc-
tions but show the difference of sex :
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ABMADNAGAR PoPULATION BY Aax, 1851,
HiNpus, MuBALMANS, . CHRIBTIANS,
AoB IN 5"3 g 3’3 gg $s5| . |88
YEARS. K] ﬁ 5:3 ! g =§ & ‘53 & gg
1273 |82 83|88 5|00 |82
2 |&° | m |Ag| F [&°| & |dg| A |&° | = |dg
Uptol ..| 9662 2-69 |10,360) 297 | 607 | 252 | 533 | 278 | 65| 227 | o7 | 290
1'to4 ..[88,526) 9-35 [36,814'10'57 | 1830 | 910 | 1908 (1025 | 204 | 7-14 | 241 |12°26
b to 9 ..152,039|14'51 |51,469 1478 | 2065 [14°60 | 2407 |14-71 | 850 |12-95 | 889 [17-26
10 to 14 ...[46,98213-10 (88,859 1118 | 2637 |18-11 | 2174 (1116 | 311 [10-88 | 232 |11-80
15 to 19 ...26,008 7-25 |25,692' 7-38 | 1312 | 652 | 1810 | ¢-72 | 206 | 7:21 | 137 | 697
20 to 24 ...[23,644| 9-15 (81,374 0-01 | 1447 | 7-19 | 1606 | 870 | 400 |14'00 | 173 | 880
25 to 20 ...[85,283| 984 {33,879) 058 | 188G | 938 | 1785 | 9:16 | 405 |14-18 | 177 | 9-00
80 to 34 .../32,665 9-11 |80,787| 8-84 | 1795 | 892 | 1747 | &-96 | 265 | 9-27 | 165 | 839
85 to 80 ...[23,561| 657 |19,843, 570 ) 1350 | 671 ' 1188 | 809 . 188 | 658 | 102 | 619
40 to 49 ...134,058] 9-40 [81,303! 800 | 1886 | 938 | 1795 | 921 | 209 | 801 | 158 | 778
50 to 54 ...[15,683 4-36 [15,207, 436 | v40 | 472 | 802 | 457 | 89 | 311 76 | 980
56 to 50 ...| 6912 1:02 | €108, 175 | 433 | 215 | 969 | 180 | b1 | 178 | 29| 147
Above 60 ...[16,558' 4-01 |16,845' 484 | 1116 ) 565 | 1135 ' 682 | 93 325 | 84 ) 497
RG] NMAEP D ] (RS | USSRy
. Total ..| 868,514 848,043 20,103 19,489 2856 1065
PArsis. OTHERS TorAL.
Uptol .| 1 |{115| 5 |643| 4 |oB2| . 10.229! 2+68 110,964| 2:96
1tod .. 10 {1140 7 {760 8 | 714 8 {2162 {35,573 9-32 |30,008/10'68
5tog .. 12 (1379 21 (2282 7 (1666 ( 7 [I8-91 [55,363 1450 |54,7031479
{10to1d .4 9 (1084 9 | 978| 3 | 714 8 | 810 (49,942 1308 [41,277(11'16
15t0 10 .| 6 | 689 ( 4 [ 484| 3 | 7| 1 | 270 (22,603 721 |27,144| 734
20t024 ... 8 | 919 8 | 869 1 | 2348 6 1621 {27500, 7-20 |48,2567) 8-99
256020 .. 6 | 689 10 (1087 | 8 | 714| 1 | 270 |37,643, 984 |35,346| 956
80to3¢ .| 8 [9019| 6 |652] 3 | 714 3 | 81034735 910 |32,708| 884
35t039 .0 5 | 54| b5 |543) 4 | wn2] 2 | 540 25108 65721140 571
40to49 .../ 5 | B7if 11 |1195] 8 [19000] 3 | 810 36,186 9-48 |8%,265] 899
60to b4 ..[ 6 [680] 1 |[108| 1 | 238| 2 [ 54016678 437 |16,178] 487
65 to 59 . 4 [ 458 1 | 108 .. . 1 | 270 | 7400 1'93 | 6508| 1-7¢
Above 60 .. 7 e-ofJ N R N - 17,771] 4:65 |18,088] 4-88
SRS/ | SRR | SRR (] (WSS
Total 81 92 42 37 381,602 | 869,026

The following table shows the proportion of the people of the
district who are unmarried, married, and widowed :

AnMADNAGAR MARRIAGE DETAILS, 1881,

HINDUS.
- [ Ten'te | Fifteen to ( ‘Twenty to | Thirty and | T
Under Een. Fourteen. | Nineteen, (Twenty-nine. Over, Total.
Fo- |y Fe- Fou | \otes] ¥o | Males. | ¥or [ Fe

Males. } o los, [MO1CB. 010 [Mules. males, Males. males. Males. | a0y | Mules. | males,
Unmarried.| 03,671 | 00,283 |89,677/12,994/13,606( 703| 9730 781 4231 772{ 161,004/106,823;
Married ... 1491 8185 | 7030{ 25,139( 11,945 24,107/ 49,2556| 59,717(110,479 {70,095( 180,200(187,2483
Widowed ... b5 184 275 820 366, 702| 1042] 414b 14,672 |49,226( 17,310/ 55,177

B MUSALMANS.
Unmarried.| 5243 5188 | 2483 | 1279 | 1008 | 103 | 1054 9% 451 1138 | 10,242 | 6778
Married ... 47 208 142 | 877 2021168 | 2102 | 8149 | 6169 4017 8812 | 9419
‘Widowed... 2 2 9 18 12 39 87| 237 909 | 2096 1019 | 8202
CH l{ISTI ANS,
Unmarried| 614 624 | 289| 168 | 158 ( 22| 658 | 18| 162 10| 1779 | 842
Married ... 5 12 21 ¢4 48 | 106 | 241 ( 318 706 417 | 1021 913
Widowed... e 1 1 e 2 9 6 19 47 182 56 211
OTHERS.

Uvmarried.| 87 43 11 11 8 14 6 1 8 . 64 61
Married .| .. .- 1 1 1 4 13 23 47 28 62 56
Widowed .| ... e f o o ] o ] e 1 3 |1 3 12

Population,

CExsus DrrarLs,
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Marriage.
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According to occupation the 1881 cemsus returns divide the
population into six classes :

I.—In Government Service, Learned Professions, Literature, and Arts,
18,039 or 240 per cent.

II.—In Domestic Scrvice 5970 or 079 por cent.

I1L.—In T'rade and Commerce 4458 or 0°69 per cent.

IV.—In Agriculture 268,428 or 35'73 per ceut.

V.—In Crafts and Industries 53,5654 or 7°12 per cent.

VI.—In Indcfinite and Unproductive Occupation, including Children,

400,779 or 5335 per cent.

According to the 1881 census, of 188,204 houses, 108,796 were
occupied and 29,408 empty. The total gave an average of 20°73
houses to the square mile, and the 108,796 occupied houses an
average of 6-90 inmates to each house.

According to the 1881 census seven towns had more than 5000
and one of the seven more than 10,000 people. Excluding these
seven towns, which together numbered 69,862 or 9°29 per cent of
the population, the 681,366 inhabitants of Ahmadnagar were distri-
buted over 1327 villages, giving an average of one village for 5-02
square miles and of 51346 people to each village. Of the 1327
villages 118 had less than 100 people, 219 betweon 100 and 200,
945 between 200 and 500, 300 between 500 and 1000, 118 between
1000 and 2000, 17 between 2000 and 3000, and 10 between 3000
and 5000.

Except in Koli parts of Akola where the dutics of the village clerk
and of many of the village servants extend over a group of four or five
villages, the village communities are generally complete. The chief
men are the pdtils of whom, except in some small villages, there are
usually two, one the revenue or mulki and the other the police patil.
As tho representatives of Government the pdtils have great authority
and as a rule arc much respected by their neighbours. Still as
knowledgeo carries with it power, the kulkurni or village clerk has
often more influence than the headman. Under the police pditil are
the jdglids or village watch of whom therec are onme two three or
more according to the size and wealth of the village or town. In
addition to these who are all in receipt of Government allowances, in
each village are a certain number of servants who are paid by their
fellow-villagers in return for certain specified work which they are
expected to perform whenover called upon. These payments are
made yearly at harvest time in grain and are called balutds. These
village servants aro divided into three classes and receive balulds
according to their class. The first class including the sutdr or
carpenter and chdmbhdr or cobbler, are entitled to two shares; the
second class including the nkhdei or barber, the parit or washerman,
the lohdr or blacksmith, the ming or rope-maker, and the kumbhdr
or potter receive 1} shares; and the third class including the bhat or
Hindu priest, the mulla or Muhammadan priest, the koli or water-
carrier, the sondr or goldsmith, and the gurav or temple ministrant
receive one share each. The share varies according to the crop; it
is yearly fixed between the Bhat and the Kunbi. When the Bhat
has received his allowance all the others come and claim theirs. In
the case of millet and other grain crops a share would be about 2%
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r cent of the outturn. On sugarcane crops it is calculated some-
what differently and a share would represent twenty to twenty-five
pounds of gul or coarse sugar, for every bigha or half an acre of
crops. Besides these classed servants the Mhérs are entitled to an
allowance somewhat less than that claimed by the first class that
is two shares. In addition to these a host of persons live 6n the
Kunbi, and partly as a right and partly out of charity get grain
allowances. Thus the Tdmboli or betel leaf seller in reward for
supplying pdn or betel leaves on certain festivals, the Gondhli and
Bharddi for playing the drum at the temple, and the Gos4vi or
beggar all expect and receive something. In return for these
allowances, the Sutdr, Lohdr, and Ch4mbh4r are expected to keep
all field tools in repair. If any new work is required of them they
receive extra payment. The Méngs on being provided with materials
make whatever ropes are roquired. The Kumbhdr provides all the
earthen sots necessary for orgina.ry house use. The Nhdvi is expected
to attend and shave the male population whenever called upon, but
on each occasion he receives a cake of bread in addition to the yearly
allowance. In the event of a marriage he distributes water to the
guests, and, in return, he is entitled to a cake of bread from each and
to the turban which the bridegroom takes off during the ceremony.
The Parit washes the villagers’ clothes, and at marriages lays down
floor cloths for the bridal procession to walk over, and thereby
becomes entitled to the present of a new sddi or robe for his wife.
The Bhat or priest practically does nothing in return for his share.
When called to a marriage or other ceremony he is always paid
according to private arrangement. The Mulla’s position is much the
same. He is always expected to attend and pronounce the blessing
when a sheep or a goat has to be slain.  For this he too is always paid
by being asked to partake of the feast. The Sondr has also a
sinecure. In former days he was expected to test all coins but this
duty has ceased. The Koli supplics water on festivals and at
marriages, and it is also part of his duty to clean and keep in order
the village office. The Gurav cleans and takes care of the village
temples, and on any public feast has to provide leaves for the guests
to dine off. The Mhdrs are the village messengers and servants of
all work. One of them is always supposed to be present at the village
office and to forward to the next village any Government letter or
package that may arrive. It also falls to them to show the way to
any traveller who may want a guide.

Bra’hmans! according to the 1881 census included fifteen classes
with a strength of 32,586 or 451 per cent of the Hindu population.

The details are :

1 The Ahmadnagar Hindu population details are compiled from materials supplied
by Major 8. Babington, Superintendent of Police, and Réo Bahddur Nardyan Ganesh

Deshpinde, District Deputy Collector.
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DIvISION, Male. |Female.| Total. DivisioN. Male. |Female.| Total
Deshasths ... .| 13,900 | 18,300 | 27,28 || g oo ove .| esa| 71| 1288
Deyrukhds .. .. 4 2l Sl Msewaris .. ) e8| 86| eml
Dravids .. .. ! 6 3|\ Vardeshis .. .| 40| 365| 866
Govardhans 233 262 485 Shenvis .. 67 64 131
Oularitis .. S 20 M Teais DTN 208|810
Jambus .. o 23 ég gg Vidurs 62 46 98
Kinadis ... .| 3 : -
Kamsdzs 71 100 5| 188 Total  ...| 16,846 | 15,740 | 32,686

Deshasths, meaning either Local or Upland Brahmans, are
returncd as numbering 27,249, or 8374 per cent of the Brdhman
population. They are found all over the district. Each village has at
least two Brahman houses, the village pricst’s or josh’sand the village
clerk’s or kulkarni’s. They seem to bo very carly settlers. The word
Deshasth according to somce authorities means local ; according to
others it means upland to distinguish them from the Konkanasths or
Chitpdvans of the coast. The Nagar Deshasths have no tradition or
memory of any former settlement. Unlike Chitpévans they have no
regular surnames, their family names being either place or calling
names. 'The names both for men and for women do not differ from
those in use among Poona and Sdtdra Deshasths. Their family
stocks are Agasti, Angirasas, Atri, Bhrigu, Késhyap, Vasishth,
and Vishvdmitra. Their family gods are Bahiravedth of Sondri in
Ahmadnagar, Shridevi of Tuljdpur, Shriganpati, Khandoba of Jejuri,
Shrinarsinh of Poona, and Shri Vyankatesh of lirupati in North
Arkot. They belong to two divisions Rigvedis and Yajurvedis,
called aftor the Vods which they study and follow. Of Yajurvedis
there is a further division called Kénvas. Yajurvedis are also
called Madhyandins because they perform their religious cercmonies,
including the prayers or sandhya, at noon instead of at dawn as
is done by Rigvedis. The two divisions eat togcther but do not
intormarry. The Yajurvedisare somewhat darker and are said not
to be so cleanly as the Rigvedis. As a class Deshasths are dark
strong and somewhat coarse-featured for Brahmans with round and
flabby checks, the women being fairer and shorter than the men.
Their Mardthi differs from classical Mardthi by the use of the lingual
instead of the dental n, and by changing the short a of roots to ¢ long
when the termination ¢o of the present tense is added, as kari-i-to
instead of kuratohe does. This practice is commoner among women
than among men.  They live in one or two-storeyed houses with mud
or stone walls and tiled or thatched roofs which are covered with
carth and beaten hard. Their house goods include low stools, cots,
carpets, blankets, bedding, and metal vessels. The rich have begun
to use chairs, tables, hanging lamps, and other articles of European
furniture. They keep Brdhman servants as water-drawers and
god-servants who worship the house gods Vishnu, Shiv, Surya or
the Sun, Ganpati, and Devi. Mardthas, Dhangars, Kolis, and other
lowerclass servants employed outof doors are not allowed to enter into
their kitchens, dining rooms, or house-shrines. Brshman women
never touch the low class servants; if they do they afterwards bathe.
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Mhérs, Chdmbhégs, and other impure classes, if they visit a Bréhman
house may not pass inside of the veranda. Deshasths own cattle
and keep horses, dogs, peacocks, and parrots as pets. The dogs are
never allowed to enter the god-room or kitchen, nor do the women
touch them. They are good cooks, and moderate eaters, excopt
the priests whose gluttony is a byeword. Their staple food includes
rice, millet bread, split pulse, vegotables, wafer biscuits or pdpads,
and condiments, with clarified butter and curds. Poor Deshasths
eat millet bread and pulse boiled in water and mixed with pounded
chillies. At the houses of the rich special dishes arc daily prepared
for the head of the house, which the other members of the family do
not share. This practice has given rise to such phrases as Rdv
sdhebd purti dmbti A Sauce for the Révsiheb, or Khishya
purti Vatibhar the Master’s Cupful. Deshasths are known for
their skill in cookery. Their special dishes are polis or rolls of
sugar and dough corresponding to English rolly-polics, sweet balls
called lddus, sugar and rice or sdkharbhdit, curds seasoned with
sugar and spices called shrikhand, bisund: of boiled milk sugar
and spices, and various condiments called koshimbirs. 'They bathe
daily. After bathing they dress in a silk or newly washed and
untouched cotton waistcloth and some elder or the family priest
worships the house gods, and offers water or tarpan to the gods and
family ghosts, and food with sandal paste and flowers to tho gods.
After finishing their morning prayer or sandhya, all of the men
dress in their sacred robe and sit to their morning meal. Before
tasting the food they perform the chitrdhuti or invocation of Chitra,
the officer of Yama the god of death and the god himself with his
staff of spirits. Then follows tho aposhani or water-sipping in the
name of the fire in the human body,‘cating five morsels in the names
of the five airs that sustain human life.! When they have eaten
they again sip a little water and wash their hands and faces. They
are strict vegetarians except when, at long intervals, they cat what
is left of the offering at a goat sacrifice. Their caste rules forbid
the use of liquor, but, especially of late ycars, this rule is not carefully
kept. Hemp water or bhdng is freely drunk by some, and wmany
chew tobacco with betel leaves nuts and lime. Men shave the head
except the topknot and the face oxcept the moustache and eyebrows.
Women plait the hair into a braid or veni which they tie in an open
half ring or khopa at the back of the head. The open half ring or
khopa fashion is slowly giving way to the practise of rolling the hair
into a solid ball or knot known as the buchada or knot. 'The men’s
indoor dress includes a waistcloth or pancha, a shouldercloth, and
sometimes a shirt or bandi of chintz or woollen cloth. When men
go abroad, they wear a turban, a long waistcloth, a coat, and a pair
of country shoes. Elderly and pious men wear white turbans, and
never put on red silkbordered waist or shouldercloths. Women,
whose favourite colours are black and red, dress in a long Marétha
robe passing the skirt back between the feet and covering the

1 These five airs or spirits are prdn chief air, apdn down air, vydn through air, uddn
up air, and samdn digestive air, with Brakman the spirit of the universe at their
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bosom and shoulders with one of its ends, and a bedice with a back
and sleeves stopping at the elbow and having the ends tied in a
knot under the bosom. Both men and women have a store of rich
clothes and ornaments for holiday wear and for grand occasions,
gimilar to those of the Deshasths of Sholdpur and of the Chitpivans
of Poona. Every married woman rich or poor must every day weara
gold nosering or nath, the lucky neck thread or mangalsutra, the
earrings called bugadis, and the toe-rings called jodvis. As a rule
they are somewhat slovenly, extravagant, orderly, easy-going, open-
handed, and so wanting in push and vigour that they are called
dhdmyas or stay-at-homes. They belong to two classes, clerics
including both vaidiks who are men versed in Vedic lore and
shdstris or purdniks who are versed in legends or sacred books,
and grihasths or laymen. The laymen include moneylenders,
moneychangers, bankers, landholders, and village accountants or
kulkarnis. Many are hereditary district officers, deshmukhs or
deshpdndes, who, though they have ceased to perform Government
service, hold hereditary estates instead of service. The women
mind the house and do not help the men, as the proverb says:
The weaver’s wife does the whole work, the gardener’s half; the
oilman’s wife is his master, the Brdhman’s his creditor,! that is she
is always dunning him. Boys above twelve are apprenticed to their
father’s trade and are trained in three or four years. The traders
are well-to-do, the priests complain that the people give less than
they used to give, and the landholders complain that Government
take more than they used to take. Many landholders do not till
themselves and they say that their Kunbi servants and underholders
leave but a small balance to the masters and overholders. Many of
the villagers and about one-third of the townspeople are said to be in
dobt. A strict Deshasth layman rises at four, washes, and repeats
his morning prayer or prdtahsmaran. He bathes, changes
his clothes repeating the Vedic hymn called purushsukta, says his
morning prayer or sandhya, worships the family gods, and sits
reading a sacred book or pothi till eight. Hethen goes to marketto buy
vegetables or does other business, returns at noon, washes his hands
and fect, does his midday worship or sandhya, offers water or
tarpan to the Vedic deitios and to family ghosts, performs the daily
sacrifice or vaishvadev that is an offering to all the Vedic deities, and
along with any onowho happens to join him at or before the time of the
sacrifice, offers food to the gods. ~After dinner he washes his hands,
eats a sweet basil or tulsi leaf, takes a shatpdvlior walk of one hundred

aces around his room, and has a nap or vdmkukshi literally a left-side
ying. He wakes about half-past two, attends to business for an
hour or two, reads a sacred book, goes to hear a reader, or attends
the mixture of religious song and sermon known as a harikirtan. At
sunset he returns, visits the village temple, washes his hands and
feet, changes his clothes, burns frankincense before the family gods,
performs his evening prayers, reads his sacred books, repeats the
praises of the gods and takes his supper. After supper he reads the

B’:“%.Marﬂhi runs ; Sagali Sdlydchi, ardhi Mdlydchi, Dhanin Telydchi, rinkarin
de
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holy book again or sings sacred songs or bhajan till ten or eleven, and
retires for the night. The number of laymen who bathe in the early
morning is small. A trader rises at six and soon after goes to his
shop. He returns at noon, bathes, performs his midday service,
worships his house gods, and takes his morning meal. They
rest a little, go back to their shops, return between nine and ten,
wash their hands and feet, change their clothes, repeat their
prayers, take their supper, and go to bed at eleven. A Bréhman in

‘the service of Government or of a trader bathes hurriedly, repeats the

morning prayer or sandhya, takes his food, and attends office, returns
home at six, sups at eight, talks with his friends, and goes to rest
at ten or eleven. Landholders get up in the early morning, go to
their fields, return at noon, bathe, rattle through their prayers, take
their food, rest for an hour,go back to their fields, come home atsunset,
hurry through the evening rites, sup, and go to sleep. Landholders
are the least religious class of Deshasth Brahmans. The clerics rise
before the laymen, go through their morning rites, and visit their
patrons’ houses. When they have no business abroad, they sit at
home, repeating the weds or reading some sacred book or purdn, or
they spend their time in making sacred threads or jdnavas. They
are careful to perform daily rites both in the morniug and evening.
A Deshasth matron rises before her husband, sweeps and cleans the
house, and makes provisions ready for cooking, fetches water from
the well, bathes and goes to the kitchen at eleven, gives bathing water
to her husband and children, serves them with food, and eats from the
dish out of which her husband has eaten. She cleans the kitchen,
scoures the cooking vessels, washes and dries the clothes, and if she
has time takes a nap. About five she starts for a temple or some
place where a sacred book is being read, takes with her a small
cup full of dry rice or millet, strews it on the ground before the
reader or the god, and in honour of Lakshmi the goddess of fortune,
draws in the rice heap a picture of a lotus or of the lucky cross called
nandi. She returns at sunset, lights the lamp, and cooks supper, she
feeds her children and scts them to learn their lessons, takes her
food after her husband has eaten, tidies the kitchen, and goes to
bed. In alarge family the women divide the house work between
them. The elder women leave the heavy work to the younger
women and devote themselves to the morning and evening service of
the gods and to taking care of the children. An elderly Brihman
women’s morning is passed in worshipping the sweet basil plant or
tulas, or in walking round the shrine of some god and feeding the
children. She dines with the men, rests an hour or two, pays and
receives visits, listens to some Vishnu-slave or Haridds, that is a
preacher who repeats and explains sacred books and songs, returns
home at sunset, takes a light meal, repeats prayers or bhajan, and
retires for the night. Young women, between sixteen and thirty-five
while at their husband’s, are not allowed to go out excegt to pay
visits, At their father’s they have more freedom. Children take
three meals a day, one between nine and ten in the morning, and two
others with their parents. The rest of their time they spend either
at school or play or in learning their daily lessons.

Deshasth Bréhmans rank as the head of local Hindus. They
dine with other Brdhmans, but on certain occasions treat them as
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inferior. A Deshasth will neverask a Chitpdvan or a Devarukha to
dine at his house on a mind or shrdddh feast or to officiate at any of
his ceremonies, while a Chitp4van has no objection to ask a Deshasth.
They are held in respect by other Bréhmans, and, as the possessors of
all religious knowledge, and the chief and indispensable persons in all
religious ceremonies, they have considerable importarce among all
Hindus. They are either Smérts that is followers of Shankaréchérya
the apostle of the doctrine that the soul and the universe are one, or
Bhégvats who hold that the soul and the universe are distinct.
They worship all Brdhmanic gods and goddesses, and keep the
ordinary fasts and feasts; they make pilgrimages to Alandi,
Allahabad; Benares, Gaya, Jejuri, Nésik, Pandharpur, Rs’tm'eshvar,
and Tuljgpur. Their customs are the same as those of the Chitpavan
Bréhmans of Poona or the Deshasths of Sholdpur, and they
gverform their ceremonies according to the ritual laid down in the

ajurved. On the birth of a male child the father throws himself
into a well with all his clothes on, dresses in fresh clothes, aud, in the
presence of his and his wife’s relations, lets a couple of drops of honey
and butter fall into the child’s mouth. Mother Sixth or Shashthi
is worshipped on the fifth day with flowers, sandalpaste, and food.
The mother remains impure for twelve days when she is bathed and
becomes pure, and the child is laid in a cradle and named. At
four months old the child is taken out of the house to see the sun,
and after its fifth or six month it is fed with cooked rice. When
between one and three yoars old, if the child is a boy, his head is
shaved, and between his fifth and his eighth year, he is girt with the
sacred thread or jdrnava. 'They marry their girls before they come
of age, and their boys before they are twenty or twenty-five. The
offer of marriage comes from the girl’s father. When a girl comes
of age, she is held impure for three days, is seated in a wooden
frame, and is given sweet dishes by her relations and friends.
On the fourth day she is bathed and presented with new clothes.
Musicians play for three days, and, on any day before the
sixteenth, when sho joins her husband. They burn their dead,
do not allow widow marriage, and practise polygamy and early
marriage. They shave their widows’ heads. They have a caste
council and along with Konkanasths, Karhddas, and Devrukhds
form the local community of Brdhmans. Caste disputes are
settled at caste mectings and doubtful matters are referred to the
Bréhman communites of Ndsik, Waili, or Benares. The decrees of
Shankérdchdrya at Shankesvar in Kolhdpur are final and any one
who disobeys them is put out of caste. The power of the pontiff
is said to be on the decline. They send their children to school.
Town Deshasths are fairly off ; village Deshasths are poor.

Devrukha's, or Brahmans of Devrukh in Ratndgiri, are returned
as numbering seven, and as found in Pdrner, Shevgaon, Kopargaon,
and Akola. They are not permanent settlers and are employed in the
revenue and judicial service of Government. They say that their
ancestors were Deshasths before they went to Ratndgiri. Formerly
the Deshasths thought it unlucky to dine with them; but this
feeling is passing away. Devrukhés have no divisions and they
marry among themselves. Their surnames are Bhole, Dénge,.
Ghondse, Joshi, Junckar, Mulc, Padvalo, Shitup, and Sobalkar. They
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belong to fifteen family stocks or gotras of which the most important
are Atri, Bhdradvdj, Gargya, Kishyap, Kaundinya, Kaushik,
Jamadagni, Shéndilya, Savanak, and Vasishth. Members of the
same family stock cannot intermarry, but sameness of surname is
no bar to marriage. They look like Deshasths and both men and
womén are strong, healthy, and somewhat dark. They speak
correct Mar4thi, and in house, food, and dress do not differ from
Deshasths. They are clean, hardworking, thrifty, and hospitable,
but hot-tempered and rude. They are Smdrts or followers of the
doctrine of Shankarichdrya that the soul and the universe are one.
They have no special religious or social customs. In all these
points they follow local Deshasths or the Devrukhis of Ratndgiri
and Poona. They have a caste council and settle social disputes ab
meetings of castemen. They send their boys to school, and are
well-to-do.

Dravid or South Indian Brihmans, numbering thirteen, are a
poor and needy class of beggars.

Govardhan or Golak Brahmans, numbering 485, are scattered
in small numbers all over the district. They perhaps take their
name from Govardhan or old Nésik ncar which many hold posts as
village priests. The name of (rolaks or bastards was perhaps given
to them by later Brdhmans because they continued to allow widow
marriage.l They are dividedinto Kunds thedescendants of a Brahman
widow and Rands the descendants of a Brahman woman by a man
who is not her husband. The two divisions cat together and
intermarry. Both are also called Gomukh or cow-month Brdhmauns.
They do not differ from Deshasths in appearance, language, or dress.
They live in houses one or two storeys high with brick walls and tiled
roofs, and their house goods include boxes, stools, cots, cradles,
carpets, blankets, and metal vesscls. They own scrvants, cattle, and
parrots. They profess to be strict vegetarians but rank below
Bréhmans who take ncither food nor water from their hands. Both
men and women arc untidy, but hardworking, frugal, and grasping.
Like regular Brshmans they cmploy themselves for the most part
in service, trade, and landholding, and occasionally act as priests
both among themselves and among the low castes. At other times
they call Yajurvedi Bréhmans to whom they say their forefathers
mortgaged their Brihmanical privilege’ of priesthood. A good
many hold the position of stipendiary villago clerks; it is not
known whether any are hereditary clerks. They rank next to the
regular Brahmans who are careful to debar them from the Brdhmanical
privileges of receiving gifts dénpratigraha and the study of the Veds
vedddhydpana, and treat them as low class Hindus. They send
their children to school, and are fairly off though nono are rich.

Gujara'ti Bra’hmans, including Audichs, Négars, and
Shrimélis, numbering eighty-nine, are found in small ‘numbers in the
town of Nagar and in the Parner, Shrigonda, Karjat, Kopargaon,
Sangamner, and Akola sub-divisions. They remain in the district

1 Compare Bombay Gazetteer, XVI. 41.
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only ten months in the year, returning to Gujarét in October.
The names in common use among men are Daulatrdm, Jerfm,
Jivrém, Pitdémbar, Porshotam, and Venirdm; and among women
Gangdbii, Khushalbédi, Nathibsi, Pélib4i, Punjibdi, and Ridhabdi.
Like other Gujardt Brahmans they have no surnames, but sameness
of stock name either on the father’s or on the mother’s side' bars
marriage. Among the Trivdimevdds the leading stocknames are
Bhé4rdv4j, Shdndilya, and Vasistha. At home they speak Gujarti,
aund abroad use a rough Mardthi with a Gujardt accent and a large
mixture of Gujardt words. They are of middle height and strongly
made, and in colour either dark or fair. Most have straight and sharp
noses, and thick face hair. All live in the houses of men of other
Gujarét castes or in temples. They have little furnitare except brass
and copper cooking and drinking vessels. They have neither
servants nor domestic animals. They are good cooks and heavy
eaters, each eating one or two pounds of food at a meal. Their
staple diet is rice, bread, vegetables, and pulse sauce, though
all four dishes are rarely cooked for the same meal. Their
holiday and wedding dishes are polis or sugar rolly polies and
lipsi wheat flour boiled with sugar and clarified butter and
cooled. They perform almost all Brahman daily rites, and they use
neither animal food nor liquor. The men shave the head except the
topknot, and the face except the moustache and in a few cases the
cheeks. The men dross in a waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a jacket or
coat, and a turban. Almost all wear a rosary of basil beads. Some
have ornaments worth 10s. to £5 (Rs. 5-50). The women wear a
petticoat and a short-sleeved backless bodice fastened behind by two
strings. Besides by the bodice the upper part of the body is covered
with a scarf. All their ornaments are of Gujardt fashion and are worth
£1 to £10 (Rs. 10-100). They are poor and have no separate clothes
for holiday wear. As a class they are clean, hardworking, honest,
even-tempered, and thrifty. Most are beggars and priests to Gujardt
Viénis. They take alms from no one but Gujarat V4nis. Some
are water-carriers, fetching water for drinking and other house
purposes for rich local Brdhmans, who drink at their hands but do
not eat with them. Others are cooks in the houses of Gujar4t Vénis.
They rank with other Brahmans. In the morning the men beg and
the women mind the house. A family of four or five spend 16s.
(Rs. 8) a month. They are a religious class, respecting other
Brdhmans besides their priest who belongs to their own caste.
They are Yajurvedis a,n({J consider Shankarichérya, the pontiff
of Smért Hin(;ilus as their religious guide. They worship Ganpati,
Mahddev, and Vishnu, and make pilgrimages to Benares and
Rémeshvar. They have grea.t faith in soothsaying and some of them
are skilled astrologers. They also believe in witchcraft. The rich
perform all the regular sixteen sacraments, the rest keep only three,
thread-girding, marriage, and death. Except that the goddess Sati
is not worshipped on the fifth day, their lying-in rites differ little
from those of local high caste Hindus. On the twelfth day four or
five married wowmen cradle and name the child. Each is given a little
turmeric powder to rub on her hands and face and vermilion to mark
her brow. They spend £1 to £2 (Rs. 10-20) on a birth. A thread-
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girding costs £2 10s. to £5(Rs. 25.50),and differs in few respects from
the practice among Deshasth Bréhmans. At the thread-girding the
boy, instead of on an altar or bahule, is made to stand in a square at
each of whose corners is a pile of earthen jars. One or two feasts are
given to caste people. Girls are married at an early age. Widows
are not allowed to marry, their heads are shaved, and they are not
allowed to wear bangles or the lucky necklace or mangalsutra, or to
mark their brows with red. They may wear a bodice with a back,
but never their usual backless bodice, and they are forced to lead
an ascetic life. Polygamy is allowed and practised, and polyandry
is unknown. A girl’s marriage costs £5 to £10 (Rs.50-100), and
a boy’s £5 to £15 (Rs.50-150), for the boy’s father has sometimes
to pay for both. The offer of marriage comes from the girl’s
parents and marriages aro held on fixed lucky days. They keep
to the Gujarét wedding customs which differ from Deccan customs
chiefly by having instead of an altar or bahule, a square with a pile
of red and white striped pots at each of its corners. The wedding
is marked by one or more feasts. Unlike Doccan Bréhmans they do
not mark a girl’s coming of age by any rejoicings. On the fourth
day she is bathed and her lap is filled with rice a cocoanut and a
betelnut by four or five married women, who are given turmeric
powder and vermilion to rub on their hands, faces, and brows.
A death costs £1 to £2 (Rs.10-20). Like local Brahmans they burn
their dead, except children of less than a year. Unlike local
Bréhmans they carry the fire on a cowdung-cake instead of in a fire-
pot and all the male relations of the deceased shave the moustache.
All who accompany the funeral bathe after the body has been
burnt and then return. The rest of the funeral and mind-rites or
shrdddhs, are the same as those of other Brahmans. Though so
small in number, they form a distinct community. Small breaches
of caste rules are punished by fines, and scrious offences by loss of
caste. The fines are gonerally spent on a caste feast. They keep
their boys at school till they are abont fifteen, they take to no new
pursuits, and show no signs of improving their position.

Ja'is, or Bastard Brdhmans, are returned as numbering 921, and as
found in small numbers in all sub-divisions except in Akola. They are
degraded Brihmans, the illegitimate children of Mardtha mothers by
Bréhman fathers. Other Brihmans look down on them and neither
eat nor drink any thing touched by them. They are like Marithds,
some of them dressing in Mardtha and others in Brahman fashion.
They eat no flesh and drink no liquor. Except that they cannot
act as priests, they follow the same callings as Brahmans, They are
husbandmen, traders, clerks, house scrvants, and beggars. In
customs and religion they differ little from Brihmans except that
Vedic texts are not repeatcd at their ceremonies. The classical
Sanskrit text is used instead of the Vedic, and all Bréhman rites are
performed. They gird their sons with the sacred thread between
eight and twelve. Early marriage, polygamy, and widow-marriage
are allowed and practised, and polyandry is unknown. They are
bound together by a strong caste feeling, and settle their social
disputes at meetings of adult castemen instructed and advised by
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learned and respectable local Bréhmans. They send their children
to school. As a class they are poor.

Jambus are returned as numbering forty-nine and as found
only in the Nagar sub-division. They are said to have come from
Jambusar in Broach, but when and why is not known. They are
also called Khisti or moneylending Brdhmans from their former
occupation of moneylending. They are strict vegetarians and
drink no liquor. Nothing in their dress or customs differs from
the appearance and customs of locaul Brdhmans who during the last
twenty-five or thirty years have begun to eat with them. But
Jambus as a rule marry among themselves. They are owners and
cultivators of land, and some are employed in Government service
as clerks. They are fairly off.

Ka’'nadaand Telang Bréhmans, with a strength of fifty-three, come
from South India and are not settled in the district. They speak
Maréthiintroducing into theirspeech many foreign words and phrases.
In religion they are Rigvedis, and their customs and ceremonies are
the same as those of Rigvedi Deshasths with whom they eat and
drink though they do not intermarry. They hold Mahddev and
Vishnu in special reverence, and earn their living either as clerks or
a8 beggars. As a class they are well-to-do.

Karha'da’s, from Karh4d in Sitdra at the mecting of the Krishna
and Koyna rivers, are returncd as numbering 186. They are chiefly
Government servants posted in Ahmadnagar city. Most are in the
district only for a time but a few are settled. They have no
subdivisions and marry among themselves and occasionally with
Deshasths and Konkanasths. The names for men and women do not
differ from those among Konkanasths, and their surnames are Békre,
Devasthali, Dhavale, Dhore, Ghénte, Gune, Gurjar, Haigriv, Kérkirde,
Karmarkar, Kibe, Shahédne, and Shevade. ey have ten family
stocks which are the same as the Chitpivan stocks, the chief being
Atri, Jamadagni, Kdshyap, Kutsa, and Naidhruv, and families
belonging to the same stock do not intermarry. Though a few are
fair and handsome, as a class they are darker less well-featured and
sturdier than the Konkanasths. Their speech is Deccan Mardthi.
Their houses are of the better class, one or two storeys high with
brick walls and tiled roofs; and their house goods include cots,
bedding, chairs, benches, low stools, and metal drinking and cooking
vessels. They keep servants, cattle, parrots, and monkeys. They
are vegetarians and have strict and well-kept rules against the use
of liquor. Their women are famous for their skill in cookery. A
family of five spends £1 to £2 (Rs.10-20) a month on food.
They dress like local Bréhmans. The women wear false hair and
deck their hair and bodies with flowers and ornaments. As a class
they are clean, neat, hardworking, orderly, and hospitable. They are
writers in Government service, pleaders, husbandmen, traders, money-
changers, moneylenders, astrologers, and beggars. They are Smérts
holding that God and the soul are one, and paying equal honour
to Shiv, Vishnu, and other Bréhman gods. They principally
worship the goddess Bhavéni,and were formerly believed, apparently
with trath, occasionally to propitiate her during the navardtras in



Deccan.]
AHMADNAGAR. 59

September by the sacrifice of a Telang or Karhéda Bréhman
whom they asked to their house for dinner, and poisoned. Their
family priest belongs to their own caste, and their religious teacher
is Shankardchérya of Shankesvar in Kolhdpur. In religion and
customs they do not differ from the local Deshasths who eat and
occasionally marry with them. They are one of the four classes
who form the local Bréhman community, and settle social disputes
at meetings of the men of all four classes. They send their boys to
school, and are well-to-do.

Konkanasth or Konkan, also called Chitpa‘'van apparently
Chiplun Bréhmans, numbering 1255, are found in small numbers all
over the district. They are not residents and have lately come in
search of employment. They are fairand thrifty like the Chitpdvans
of Poona from whom they differ little either in appearance or in
religious or social customs. They are divided into Rigvedis and
Apasthambhs or Yajurvedis. On account of the legend in the
Sahyddri Khand that the name Chitpdvan means pure from the
Eyre, and that they are descended from foreigners, they prefer

eing called Konkanasths to being called Chitpdvans. A few are
priests, and most are clerks or pleaders. They are a well-to-do and
saving class.!

Ma'rwa'ris, or Marwir Brahmans, are returned as numbering 971
and as found in almost all parts of the district except in Shrigonda
and Karjat. They belong to the Panchgaud or northern group of
Bréhmans, and are called Chhadnyéti or more commonly Chhanyéti
Bréhmans, as they include six divisions, Ddyam or Davich otherwise
called Ddyave, Gujargaud, Gaud Sérasvat, Rhandelvdl or Gaud,
Périkh, and Shikhavdl. These eat together and form one community
but do not intermarry. They cameinto the district about twohundred
years ago as priests to Meshri Vénis who were already settled
in the district. The names in former use among men and women were
like those among Osvdl and Meshri Mérwdris, Hukumchand,
Hemchand, and Ritkarna. Now they are called after gods and
sacred places as Hari Ndrdyan and Rdmchandra among men ; and
Ganga, Sarasvati, and Yamuna among women. Mahdraji or sir and
pandydji or learned sir are added to men’s names, and ds, bds and mdi
to women’s names. Each division is marked by different surnames.
Those of the Ddyaves are Chdpade, Kakade, Mélavadi, and Murdel;
those of the Gauds, Bayiddajoshi, Baval Prey4th, Bavalya gyé.s,
Bhad4nyajoshi, Byds, Gurav Pradhdn, Haritvdl, Kalavade, Kata,
Négvinjoshi, and Panchlungya ; those of the Gujar-Gauds, Chobe,
Nébarajoshi, and Panchariranjejoshi; those of the Parikhs,

otistivade, Baragajoshi, Gévjabora, Golyabyds, Kashapdjoshi,
Khatddebyds, Madatval Tivadi, Mudakyaby4s, Takingydbora, and
Tivadabaya ; those of the Sgrasvats, Bodavajhe, Bhandiye, Gudgile,
Guréve, agé,ljoshi, Réléni, Lodvajhe, Motjoshi, P4thak, Samudrajoshi,
Sérsuvéjoshi, Tavany4joshi, Tugnéit, and Upddhe; and those of
the Shikavéls, Dukh4rtivade, Pandit, Té4vadindgale, and Vajhe.

1 Details are given in the Poona Statistical Account.
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Their family gods are Bé.lég of Tirupati, Devi, and Suryandrdyan ;
and their family stocks are Bhiradv4), Kdshyap, Vasishth, and Vatsa.
Members of the same family stock cannot intermarry, but sameness
of surname is no bar to marriage. They are like Meshri Mdrw4ri
Vénis; their home tongue is Marwdri and they speak a corrupt
Marsthi abroad. They live in hired houses one or two storeys high
with stone or mud walls and tiled or thatched roofs. Their houses are
clean, and their vessels are well scoured.  Their house goods include
low stools, carpets, boxes, and metal vessels. They keep servants and
own a cow or a horse, but have no pets. They are great eaters and
good cooks. They eat once a day either at noon or at night when they
feel hungry. At home they are moderate eaters, and, when asked
to dine, they eat so much that they can last without food for one or
two days. They are known for their fondness for sour and sweet
dishes, and their special dishes include wheat or gram flour, sweet
balls or ladus, fried cakes or shirdpuris stuffed with wheat-flour boiled
in clarified butter and mixed with molasses, rice, split pulse, and
clarified butter with sugar. They are strict vegetarians and of veget-
ables never touch garlic, onions, or carrots. Their staple food includes
wheat or millet bread and split pulse with clarified butter ; rice is one
of their holiday dishes. They bathe regularly before their morning
meal and perform the daily Brdhmanic rites like other district
Bréhmans. They keep from flesh and liquor on pain of loss of caste,
and some of them eat opium, smoke tobacco and hemp flower or gdnja,
drink hemp water or bhdng, and chew tobacco with betel leaves nuts
and lime. Men and women dress either like Maréathas, or like Meshri
Marwéris with two-coloured turbans and Mdrwér-shaped shoes. They
shave the head except the top-knot and side knots and the face
except the moustache and eyebrows. They wear gold earrings or
kudis, a silk thread or anant tied round the right arm, and a
talisman or #dit with a string passed through it about their neck.
They are hereditary priests and beggars and take to no new callings.
Their monthly earnings vary from 16s. to £1 (Rs.8-10). Their
numbers have lately increased, and their profits have been lowered
by competition. The men rise at six, bathe, worship their gods,
say their morning prayers and go to their patrons’ where they read
the almanac or panchdng, and tell them what time is lucky and
what unlucky for their business. While moving to and from their
patrons’ they buy vegetables and leave them at their houses, and
come home at noon. They again either bathe or wash their hands
and feet, perform the daily sacrifice or vaishvadev, that is a boiled rice
offering to all Vedic gods and sages or rishts, offering water to the
Vedic gods and family ghosts, and food to the family gods, and take
food after, as a rule, performing the usual Brihmanic rites before
and after the meal. When their meal is over they smoke or chew
tobacco with betel leaves, nuts, and lime, and rest for an hour or two
or sit repeating the god’s praises or stotras. They again wait on their
patrons, return home at sunset, wash their hands and feet, repeat
sacred prayers or stolras, sup on some one article of food or on sweet-
meats, indulge in their usual habit of smoking or chewing tobaceco,
and retire for the night. The women rise before their husbands,
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clean the house and the yard, wash them with cowdung, separate
grain from the husk and pound it, scour pots, wash clothes, and
attend to the kitchen. They eat when their husbands have finished,
clean the kitchen and vessels, rest for a time, make ready for
cooking, take to needle work, fetch water, light the house at night,
sup after the men, and go to bed at ten or eleven. Boys attend
school, and girls work under their mothers or play with their
neighbours. They rank with Deccan Bréhmans and never eat with
them though each may take water from the other. They are
religious, worshipping their family gods and keeping all Brahmanic
rites. They have a priest of their own, who officiates at their
marriage and other ceremonies. They revere Deshasth Brahmans as
a class and give them money gifts or dakshinds, but do not ask them
to conduct their ceremounies. Some are Smidrts and others are
Bhégvats. They worship all Brdhmanic gods and visit all Hindu
sacred places. 'Their chief holidays are Gangor and Shildsaptami
in April, Akshatritiya in May, Chhoti and Baditiths in July and
August, Dasara in September, Sankrdnt in January, and Basantpan-
chamt or Shimga in February - March ; and their fasts are the lunar
elevenths ekddashis, and fourteenths pradoshas, Rimnavms in April,
Gokulashtami in August, Ganesh chaturths in September, and Shiv’s
Night or Mahdshivrdtra in February. Besides these the pious
among them keep fortnightly fasts or chdndrdyan vrats, when they
eat morsels of solidified milk increasing the quantity as the moon
waxes from one to fifteen morsels and again reducing the quantity
from fifteen morsels to one as the moon wanes. Their religious
teacher is a Dravid Brahman of the Smdrt sect. Their pontiff is
Shankardchérya of the Shringeri monastery in North Maisur. They
believe in witchcraft and soothsaying and in the power of evil
spirits. Early marriage and polygamy are allowed and practised ;
widow marriage is forbidden, and polyandry is unknown. They
keep the sixteen Hindu sacraments or sanskdrs, except the ceremony
when a girl comes of age. On the fifth day after a birth the goddess
Satvdi 18 worshipped as among local Brahmans, and the child is
named on the twelfth or thirteenth. The mother is given a mixture
of pipal roots, ginger, and cumin seed for the first three days, and
rice and clarified butter for the next ten days. Boys are girt with
the sacred thread after they are eight, and married when they are
twenty. Girls are married between eight and fifteen. They burn
their dead and mourn them ten days. Their rites at all the sacra-
ments or sanskdrs do not differ from those observed by local
Bréhmans. They are bound together by a strong caste feeling, and
settle social disputes at meetings of castemen. Breaches of social
discipline are punished with loss of caste for a time or for ever.
They have no headman, and do not rofer caste matters to their
pontiff Shankardchérya. They send their boys to school and keep
them at school till they are about fifteen. They take to no useful
pursuits.

Pardeshi, or North Indian Bréhmans, are returned as numbering
855, and as found scattered in search of work over the district
ospecially in the town of Ahmadnagar. They have come lately
into the district from North 1ndia in scarch of work and many of
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them, when they have enough to live on, retire to Northern India.
All are of the Gand or northern stock including Kanaujs, Kdsths,
Sérasvats, and Sarvaryds. They claim to belong to the Angirasas,
Brahaspati, Bhdradvaj, Kashyap, Kéttydyan, and Vasishth family
stocks. The names in common use among men are Dayéshankar,
Dvérkéshankar, Devidin, Ganjdcharn, Gaurishankar, Girdhdrilél,
Gangédin, Hanuménpraséd, Rémprasdd, and Shivaprasdd; and among
women, Dhond4béi, Gangébéi, Radhibéi, S4nhdb4i, Sitdbdi, and Yamu-
nébdi. The words Mahardj, Lélasdheb, Babusdheb, and Pauditjiare
added to men’s names; and Bav4séheb, K4kisdheb, and M4iséheb to
women’s names, Their surnames are Agnihotri, Bdchape, Chaube,
Dave, Mishra, PAde, P4thak, Shukla, Tiv4ri, and Trivedi. Sameness
of stock but not sameness of surname is a bar to marriage. They
speak Hindi at home and a corrupt Marathi abroad. Their family
gods are Mahddev and Vishnu whose shrines are both at Benares
and Oudh. They are divided into Gand, Kanauj, Maithil, S4rasvat, .
and Utkal, who neither eat together nor intermarry, except that
if a girl gives a large enough dowry she can be married to a boy
belonging to a higher subdivision. Of these the Kanaujs alone are
found in Ahmadnagar. They are again divided into Rigvedis,
Sémvedis, Atharvavedis, and Yajurvedis, who neither eat together
nor intermarry. As a class they are wheat-coloured, tall, strong
and well-built and can easily be known from the people of the
district by their sizo, their fine features, and their martial bearing.
They live in one-storoyed houses of the better class like those of
local Brahmans, with walls of brick and tiled roofs. Their houses
are proverbially clean, and their house goods include low stools and
metal vessels. Very few own cattle or pet animals though some keep
servants. They are great eaters but not such good cooks as Deccan
Brahmans. Few eat more than once, and none eat more than twice
a day. Their staple food is wheat-flour cakes with pulse and relishes,
curds, and clarified butter. Their special holiday dishes are balls or
lddus, wheat-flour cakes fried in clarified butter or puris, milk boiled
with rice and seasoned with sugar and spices or khir, and wheat
cakes stuffed with pounded pulse and molasses or puranpolis. They
are strict vogetarians, and are careful to keep the rule against the use
of liquor. Many smoke gdnja or hemp flower, drink hemp water
or bhing, and chew tobacco with betel leaves, nuts, and lime. The
men never shave the head, but cut the hair close. They shave
the face except the moustache and whiskers. Women dress their
hair with care and plait it into braids which they draw back and
wear at the top of the neck, decking the braids with false hair and
sometimes with flowers. The men to a certasin extent have
assumed the local style of dress, and wear a waistcloth, a shoulder-
cloth, a shirt, a coat, a Mardtha turban or headscarf called phenta
rolled round the head, and a pair of shoes or country boots. The
women hold to the Up(rer India dress, a petticoat, a pair of drawers
or lahangas, a coloured sheet or odhani which covers the bosom
and part of the head, and a backless bodice with its ends tied at
the back. Both men and women have a store of clothes for
holiday wear or for %rest occasions and put on ornaments like
those worn by the Bréhmans of the district. Every married
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woman wears the lucky necklace or mangalsutra, the nosering or nath,
and wristlets or pdtlis, but, unlike local Bréhman women, they never
wear toerings. As a class they are clean, honest, hot-tempered,
independent, courteous, and hospitable. They set great store upon
the honour of their women. They are hereditary soldiers, traders,
farmers, and contractors. Their earnings vary from £1 to £8
(Rs.10-80) a month, and as a class they are free from debt. Most
of them leave their wives in Upper India, those who bring their
women get no help from them except that they mind the house.
Their daily life does not differ from that of local Bréhmans and
they stop work on all Hindu holidays. They rank with Deccan
Brdahmans but do not eat together, though they do not object to
drink water at each other’s hands. One marked difference between
the practical religion of the two classes is that Deccan Bréhmans
have little scruple about committing sins, even crimes. Washings
and penances wipe off sin as easily as they cleanse from ceremonial
impurity. The %’pper India Brahmans profess a horror of these
views. Nothing they say can wipe away the stain of a wilfal
breach of the religious or moral law. 1In other points the purifica-
tions ofthe two classes of Bréhmans closely resemble each other as
they perform the same rites and study the same Veds. They are
religious, following the Veds, worshipping all Brahmanic gods, and
keeping all Hindu fasts and feasts. They have their own family
griests but ask Deshasths to conduct their ceremonies, which

iffer little from those of Deshasths except that they worship the
goddess Satvdi on the sixth instead of on the fifth day after the
birth of a child. They are bound together by a strong caste feeling,
and settle social disputes at meetings of adult castemen. Breaches
of social discipline are punished with loss of caste which the offender
is seldom again allowed to join. They recognise Shankarichdrya
as their high priest, but never refer social questions for his decision.
They send their boys and not their girls to school, keeping them at
school till they can read and write and cast accounts. E';I'hey take
to new pursuits and are fairly off.

Shenvis, numbering 131, are found in small numbers in Ahmad-
nagar, Parner, Shrigonda, Jdmkhed, and Shevagaon. They are the
descendants of Sharmds, and are said to have been brought by
Parashurdm the sixth incarnation of Vishnu from Bengal to help
him in performing ceremonies in honour of his ancestors. They
settled in Goa in the Southern Konkan, and are said to have left
Goa and passed chiefly to Belgaum and Dhdrwér in the sixteenth
or seventeenth century in consequence of the Portuguese hatred of
Hindu rites. The Ahmadnagar Shenvis are new-comers probably
within the last fifty years and live as Government servants and
traders. They are divided into Shenvis or Sérasvats, Séstikars,
Bérdeshkars, Knd4ldeshkars, and Bhélavalkars. Inthe Konkan these
divisions neither eat together nor intermary, but in the Deccan, where
all are strangers, they eat together though they do not intermarry.
In appearance, house, dress, food, drink, and character they do not
differ from their brethren in Kénara or Goa. They are followers of
the Rigved and are either Smérts that is believers in the doctrine
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‘ that the soul and the universe are one, or Bhdgvats who hold that

the soul and the universe are distinct. 'Their religious teacher who
belongs to their own caste is the high priest of the Sonavda
monastery in Sévantvddi. They believe in witchcraft, soothsaying,
and the power of evil spirits. Early marriage and polygamy are
allowed and practised, and polyandry is unknown. The heads of
widows are shaved, and they are not allowed to marry on pain of
loss of caste. Their social and religious customs do not differ from
those of the Shenvis of Kénara and Goa.! They are bound together
by a strong caste feeling, and settle social disputes at caste councils.
The decisions of their religious teacher are final in caste matters,
and persons who do not obey him are put out of caste. They send
their boys to school, and are well-to-do.

Tirguls, or Betel-Vine Growers, with a strength of 194, are
found in Ahmadnagar, Pdrner, and Jdmkhed. The name Tirgul or
threefold is locally derived from the Sanskrit ¢rikula of three families.
The story is that a Bridhman married three wives, a Brahman a
Kshatriya and a Vaishya, whose descendants formed the class of
Tirguls. Whence and when they came into the district is not
known. They have no divisions. Their surnames are Arenkelle,
Arole, Bhinge, Javalkar, Kogule, Mah4jane, Mahdshabde, Main-
darge, and Supekar. Their names do not differ from those in use
among local Brahmans. They belong to five family stocks or gotras,
Bhéradvdj, Kaushik, Kdshyap, Lohit, and Napa. Persons belonging
to the same family stock cannot intermarry. They speak corrupt
Mardthi, live in houses of the better sort, and neither eat flesh nor
drink liquor. Both men and women dress like Mar4thds, and are
clean, thrifty, orderly, hardworking, hospitable, and honest. They are
well-to-do. Except a few who are in Government service they are
employed chiefly in growing the betel vine. They used to rank with
local Brahmans, but a meeting of the Brdhman community declared
them degraded because they killed the insects which infest the
betel vine. They arc Smérts and worship all Bréhmanic gods, and
keep the ordinary fasts and feasts. Their social and religious
customs are the same as the local Deshasth customs. They atudy
the Veds and follow the tenets of the Yajurved. They have a
caste council at which social disputes are settled. They send their
children to school, and are fairly off.

Vidurs, or Bastard Brahmans, numbering 98 are found all over
the district except in Pérner, Shevgaon, and Akola. They are the
illegitimate sons of Brdhman women. Like J4is they follow the
same occupation as ordinary Brdhmans except the priesthood,
and are identical with them in appearance, character, customs, and
religion.

‘Writers include two castes with a strength of 167. Of these
148 (males 77, females 71) were Kdyasth Prabhus and 19 (males 14,
females 5) were Patédne Prabhus.

1 Details are given in the North K4nara Statistical Account, Bombay Gazetteer,
XV. Part 1. 139-168.



Deccan.]

AHMADNAGAR. 65

Ka’yasth Prabhus are returned as numbering 148, and as found
in the town of Ahmadnagar and the sub-division of Jémkhed.
They have come from Koldba and Théna in the Konkan in search of
employment, some of them being clerks in Government offices and
others pleaders. They formerly held high posts under Government,
and there is one Prabhu Indmdé4r in fémkhed. In look, speech,
food, drink, and dress they do not differ from their brethren in
Koldba, Théna, and Poona! They eat flesh and drink liquor,
and,as a rule, are clean, orderly, honest, thrifty, and hospitable.
They are clerks and pleaders, and as a class are well-to-do. They
rank next to Brdhmans and above Kunbis. During the time of the
Peshwids the Chitpdvans are said to have treated Kdyasth Prabhus
very harshly because they wore the sacred thread and because
they were dangerous rivals both as soldiers and as civil officers and
clerks. Their family gods are Ganpati, Khandoba, Tuljdbhavéni,
and other Brdhmanic gods, and they keep the regular Bréhmanic
feasts and fasts. Ther priest is a Deshasth Bréhman who conducts
all their ceremonies. 'They worship their family gods with sandal
paste and flowers daily and offer them food. Karly marriage and
polygamy are allowed, widow marriage is forbidden, and polyandry
18 unknown, Their social and religions customs do not differ from
those of their caste people in Koldba. They send their children to
school and are a pushing class.

Pa'tane Prabhus are returned as numbering eighteen and
as found in the town of Ahmadnagar only. They have come to
the district during the last fifty years, and are employed in
Government service as clerks and pleaders. They resemble their
kinsmen in Thdna and Bombay in all points. There have been no
changes in their religious or social customs, as they generally go
to their native places to marry their children. They are well-to-do.

Traders include eight classes with a strength of 21,108 or three
per cent of the Hindu population. The details are :

Ahmadnagar Traders, 1881.

DivisioN., Males. | Females. | Total

Gu, Jains 175 116 201
tto Vénis 300 272 b72
Komtis 90 93 188
Kunam Vénis 790 665 1445
L&d Vénis 195 166 361
Meshri Marwaris 270 231 501
Osval  ditto 7998 8566 14,551
Jangams 1601 1608 3204

Total ..| 11,416 9692 21,108

Gujara’t Jains, also called Shrévaks, numbering about 800, are
found in small numbers in Akola, J4mkhed, Kopargaon, Sangamner,
Shevgaon, and Shrigonda. Rishabhdhva] and Pundarik are said
to be the founders of their class, and Vardhaménsvémi and Gautam
the founders of their faith. According to their own account they
formerly dwelt in Oudh and accepted Jainism along with Bharat
o Solar Kshatriya the great disciple of Vardhaménevémi. They

1 Details are given in the Poona Statistical Account,
B 7729
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are called Gujars because after leaving Oudh they settled in Gujarst.
When and why they came to Ahmadnagar they do not know. The
names in common use among men and women are the same as those
used by Vaishnav Gujars and the men add shetji or master and
bhdyiji or brother to their names.  Their surnames are Bhandéri,
Ganchi, Muldvora, Néndvati, Patu, Pirekh, Sariph, Shéha., and
Vakhdriya. Persons bearing the same surnames may not intermarry.
Their home tongue is Gujar4ti, and their family god is Pdrasndth.
They marry among themselves. In appearance and habits they do
not differ from Gajar Vénis. They live in one-storeyed houses with
brick walls and thatched or tiled roofs. They own cattle and employ
servants. Their dress does not differ from the dress of Vaishnav
Gujars except that the women wear the petticoat or lahanga under the
robe. They live on millet bread, pulse, and vegetables, with clarified
butter and sugar. They are strict vegotarians, use no narcotics,
and drink no liquor. They take two meals a day one about noon,
the other before sunset. They are hardworking, sober, frugal, and
orderly, and live as shopkeepers, moneylenders, landholders, and
petty dealers. The women spend their time in house work and
embroidery. The men rise at six, bathe, visit Pdrasndth’s temple,
and sit in their shops till eleven. They return at noon, take
their midday meal, rest till two, and again go to their shops. They
take their evening meal before sunset, go back to their shops, and
stay thero till nine, and retire to rest at ten. The women bathe, visit
the temple, and mind the house, taking their food after their
husbands and going to bed at eleven. Boys go to school or work
under the eye of their fathers or of some relation, and girls help
their mothors in the house. They rank with Vaishnav Gujars
though neither class cats from the other. They are religious, and
their family god is Parasnith. The devout fast on the second,
fifth, eighth, eleventh, fourtecenth, and fiftecuth of every fortnight.
In Chaitra or April from the seventh to tho fifteenth of the bright
half and the first nine days or Navardtra in Ashvin or September they
strictly abstain from food and drink. They belong to the Digdmbar
or sky-clad that is naked-god worshipping sect of Jains. Their
priest is a Gujardt Brihman whom they ask to officiate at their
marriage ceremonios. They hold Brahmans in great reverence, and
their religious teacher is a Brahman of their own sect to whom
they {)ay yearly tribute. He preaches Jain doctrines among his
disciples, and is succeeded by the one among his I')upils whom the
Jain community considers thc most worthy. They believe in
soothsaying but profess not to believe in witcheraft or evil spirits.
Their only sacrament or sanskdr is marriage. On the fifth day after
the birth of a child the women of the house worship the goddess
Satvdi and the child is named on the twelfth. Though the mother is
not considered impure in consequence of the birth, the members of
her husband’s family do not visit the temple for twelve days.
The girl's brow is marked with vermilion by a Brihman priest
who worships Ganpatiand Varuna in the presence of the boy’s parents
%d relations, and announces the proposed marriage. When the

trothal is completed neither party can draw back from a marriage.
After two or three years comes the ceremony of simanti or bridegroom
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worship at the boundary of the village, when the girl’s father presents
the boy with a cocoanut and 2s. (Re.1).  The pair are rubbed with
turmeric paste two or three months before the marriage day. The girl
first receives the turmeric powder mixed with oil, and the women of
her house, with music and a band of friends, take a little of the oil and
turmeric to be rubbed on the boy. On the day before the marriage,
at both the boy’s and the girl’s, to please the gods, an earthen
pot_or sugad is brought from the potter’s, its outside is white-
washed, and a red thread is coiled round its neck. The boy in his
house and the girl in her house filly the pot with rice, offers it
sandal paste, vermilion, and flowors, and leaves it in one of the
corners of the house. The other details do not differ from those
performed at a Brahman marriage. They do not raise the marriage
altar or bahule, but form a square of earthen pots, arranged in lines,
with a bamboo stake driven into the ground at each corner of
the square and with horizontal bamboos lashed to the corner
poles. The Bréhman priest blesses the pair strewing rice on themn
and they are husband and wife. The priest performs all the rites
while the couple sit before him. During or before the ceremony
the bride is prosonted with ornaments and the priest is given a foe
of £4 (Rs. 40). They have no sunmukh or mothor-in-law’s
looking at the bride. The mother-in-law sees the girl’s face at the
time of marriage; she is not, as among Deccan Brahmans, brought
with great pomp after tho troth plighting or pdnigrahan.
Friends and relations are feasted for two or three days and the
marriage ends with a caste foast at the girl’s. Then the
pair go to the bridegroom’s and throw rice on the earthen
pot or sugad, which was already worshipped in the name of the
marriage guardian or devak. The Kunbi customs of jhdl or handing
over and of the jhenda or war dance form part of their wedding rites.
Girls are impure for three days after coming of age. On the fourth
they are bathed and allowed to join their husbands without any
special rites. They burn their dead. Kinsmen are not held
impure because of a death happening in the house, nor are any
memorial or mind rites performed. The mourners do not leave the
house for three days after the funeral and shave their heads on the
fourth day and visit the temple. Early marriage and polygamy are
uncommon and polyandry is unknown. They havo a caste councit
and settle social disputes at meetings of the caste without any
reference to their religious teacher. Breaches of social discipline
are punished with loss of caste. They send their boys to school and:
keep them at school till they are fifteen or sixteen. They take to no
new pursuits and are well-to-do.

Gujarat Va'nis are returned as numbering 512, and as found in
Akola, J4mkhed, Nagar, Nevdsa, R4huri, Sangamner, and Shevgaon.
They include the two divisions of Vadnagari and Visnagari Vénis, and
claim descent from the Vaishyas the third of the four trad.ltlonal
Hindu tribes. They have no record or tradition, of their coming to
Ahmadnagar, except that they are supposed to.have bqen settled
about ten generationsor three hundred years. The.names in common
use among men are Ddmodardés, Dwérkadds, Haridss, Krishnadds,
MAdhavdas, Parabhudds, Vallabhdds, Vishandds, Vithaldds, and
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Uttamdé4s ; and among women Bhégirthibdi, Jamn4dbéi, Kri.shnébdi,
Kéverib4i, Motibéi, Rakhaméb4i, Sundardbdi, and Vithdbdi. They
have no surnames. Their family god is Vyankatesh or Bél4ji of
Tirupati. Some are Vadnagars and others Visnagars from the
towns of those names in North Gujarét. All in the district are said
to belong to the Vishe division of these two classes. The two
classes eat together but do not intermarry. As a rule they are
wheat-coloured, regular and delicate featured, and weak, the women
being fairer than the men. Their home tongue is Gujaréti, but out
of doors they speak Mardthi. They live in houses like those of upper
class Hindus, one or two storeys high, with brick walls and tile
roofs, and floors of beaten clay. Their house goods include
tables, chairs, low stools, bedding, quilts, blankets, and metal vessels.
They own cattle and sometimes horses ; parrots are their only pets,
and they keep scrvants. They are good cooks and moderate eaters.
"Their staple food includes rice, wheat flour cakes, split pulse, and
vegetables, and their fondness for sweet and sour articles and their
dislike of pungent articles are proverbial. Their special dishes
include fried wheat cakes stuffed with boiled wheat flour mixed with
molasses called shirdpuris, various sweet flour balls or lddus, sugared
rice or sdkharbhait boiled in clarified butter and seasoned with spices,
and bdsund: that is boiled milk sweetened with sugar and spices.
They do not eat onions, garlic, radishes, or carrots. They bathe
daily and offer food tothe family gods with flowers and sandal
paste. Before they take their morning meal, they feed the
cows on rice and clarified butter with pulse called gogrds or the
cow’s sharo. They givoe caste feasts at marriages. They neither eat
flesh nor drivk liquor, and use no narcotics except hcmp water or
bhdng which they drink on festive occasions and during the hot
weather. Some of them chew tobacco with betel leaves nuts and
lime. The men have assumed the local Brahman style of dress
including a waistcloth,shouldercloth, coat,Br4hman turban,and shoes.
The women dress in the backed and short-sleeved Deccan bodice, and
a long Maritha robehanging like a petticoat from the waist to the
ankles without drawing the skirt back between the feet. The upper
end is drawn over the head and covers the shoulders and bosom.
Men shave the head except the topknot, and the face except the
moustache and eyebrows; and women plait their hair in braids which
they tie in an open semicircular knot at the back of the head. They
do not deck the hair with flowers or false hair. Both men and
women keep a store of rich clothes brought from Ahmadabad,
Négpur, Paithan, and Yevla, and have a large number of ornaments
like those worn by local Brdhmans. As a class they are clean,
social, orderly, thrifty, and hospitable, but timid, dishonest in their
dealings, and frugal even to stinginess; their love of momey is
proverbial. Trade is their hereditary calling. Those who have
no capital begin by working as servants and clerks at the shops of
rich merchants and in time become partners. None of them till
the land or earn a living as house servants. They are grocers, cloth-
dealers, moneylenders, and moneychangers. Their trade is brisk in
the fair season and they are well-to-do, though they complain that of
late years competition has greatly reduced their profits. They bathe
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at six in the morning and sit in their shops from seven to eleven or
twelve. They dine at twelve, rest till two, and agsin go to their
shops. They do not return till ten, sup, and go to rest. Women
mind the house and do not help the men in their shops. They rise at
six, clean the house, cook the food, and dine after the men. After
a nap they take their needle work, make and receive visits, bow
to the god in the temple, make supper ready, sup, and go to bed
about eleven. Old women pass much of their time in prayer.
Boys go to school and girls work in the house under the mother’s
eye. They rank below Brdhmans and above Mardthds, and eat
from the hands of their own Brahmans, and occasionally from Deccan
and Shenvi Brdhmans and Pénchéls. They are religious worshipping
all Brdhmanic gods and keeping all Hindn fasts and feasts. Their
family gods are Bildji or Vyankoba of Tirupati in North Arkot
and Vithoba of Pandharpur in Sholépur, and they make pilgrimages
to the leading Hindu sacred places. Their priest is a Gujarati
Bréhman, and in his absence a Deshasth Brdhman is asked to
officiate at their marriage, puberty, and death ceremonies. They
belong to the Valabhdchédrya sect. Every male and female should
receive religious instruction from the teacher and repeat the verse or
mantra which the teacher whispers into the ear of the initiated.
They bow before him and offer him flowers and sandal paste. They
believe in soothsaying and astrology, but profess not to believe in
witcheraft, omens, or evil spirits. Of the sixteen Brdhman
ceremonies or sanskdrs they perform the naming, hair-clipping,
marriage, puberty, and death ceremonies. The details on
each of these occasions differ little from those in use among
local Brdhmans. When a boy begins to learn to write he is taken
to school on a lucky day with music and a band of friends. In the
name of Sarasvati, the goddess of learning, he lays before the slate
flowers, sandal paste, vermilion and turmeric powder, sweetmeats,
with betel leaves and nuts and a cocoanut, and bows to the slate.
Packets of sweetmeats are hapded among the school boys. The
teacher makes the boy write Om namas siddham, corrupted
into O nd md si dham, that is, Bow to the perfect, and is
presented with a roll of betel leaves, nuts, and money, and the
learning ceremony or Sarasvati pujan is over. Unlike local
Bréhmans, girls worship the goddess of fortune or mangaldgaurs
before, and never after they are married. Early marriage is allowed
and practised ; widow marriage and polygamy are forbidden on pain
of loss of caste ; polyandry is unknown. They have a caste council
and settle social disputes at its meetings. Breaches of caste discipline
are punished with fine and the decisions of the council are obeyed
on pain of loss of caste. They send their boys to school, take to
new pursuits, and are well-to-do.

Komtis are returned as numbering 188, and as found all over the
distriot exceptin Jamkhed, Karjat, Réhuri, Shevgoan, and Shrigonda.
They seem to have come into the district from Telangan, though
when and why they came is not known. The names in common use
among men are Govinda, R4ma, Vishnu, and Vithoba; and among
women Chima, Ganga, Lakshmi, Rama, and Yamuna. Their
surnames are Bhingdrkar, Chhet, Chitte, Géndhekar, Konakarn,
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Nimbélkar, Niradkar, Pénkar, Sudal, Tamtam, and Vddkar. Persons
bearing the same surnames cannot intgrmarry. Their home !iongﬂq
is Telugu, and their family god is Bél4ji or Vyanktraman of Tirupati
in North Arkot. They are divided into Jénav and Véni Komtis, the
J4navs weaving and selling sacred threads which the V4ni Komtis
neither wear nor sell. These two classes eat together but do not
intermarry. There is a third class of bastard or Kada Komtis who eat
but do not marry with the other Komtis. They are dark, strong, and
flabby, with a round face and small lively eyes. They mark their brows
with two perpendicular lines of white sandal paste with a black line
between, and shave the head except the topknot, and the face except
the moustache. The women tie their hair in aknot but do not wear
flowers or false hair. They live in houses like Kunbi houses with brick
wallsand tiled or thatched roofs. Their house goods include low stools,
quilts, and metal and earthen vessels, and they own cattle and horses
and other beasts of burden. They are moderate eaters and good cooks
and are fond of sourandsharp dishes. Their staple food is millet bread,
split pulse, and vegetables, and their pet holiday dishes are polis or
sugar rolly-polies. They eat flesh except beef and pork and drink
liquor. They never offer their gods animal food and on all holidays
and fasts abstain from spirituous drinks. Some of them smoke gdnja
or hemp flower and drink bhdng or hemp water, and all chew tobacco.
Men dress in a waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a turban, and shoes or
sandals ; and women dress in a bodice with a back and short sleeves
and a robe falling to the ankles without drawing the skirt back
between the feet. Both men and women are fond of bright colours
and have a store of ornaments like those of local Brdhmans. As
a class they are dirty, hardworking, honest, orderly, and showy,
but thrifty and hospitable. Their chief and hereditary calling is
doaling in sacred threads or jdnavas and in copper, brass, and iron
vessels which they put in a basket and hawk about the streets,
sometimes selling them but generally exchanging them for old
clothes. They attend all fairs and visit distant places where they
think their wares will find a good market. The women mind
the houso and bog about the streets. The men rise early, go about
selling their pots, and return home in tho evening. The women and
children leave their homes at six, beg till ten, return home, eat, and
rest, leave tho house again at two, and beg till dark. They rank below
Brdhmans and above Kunbis, A family of five spends 16s. to £1
(Rs.8-10) a month. A house costs £2 10s. to £10 (Rs. 25-100) to
build, and their belongings are worth £2-10 to £10 (Rs. 25- 100). A
birth costs 10s. to £1 (Rs. 5-10), a thread-girding £1 to £210s.
(Rs. 10-25), & marriage £2 10s. to £10 (Rs.25-100), and a death
£1 to £2 10s. (Rs 10-25). Every day they lay flowers, sandal
paste, and food before the image of Vyankatraman of Tirupati, of
Vithoba of Pandharpur, of Devi of Tuljépur in the Nizdm’s counéry
of Ganpati, of Khandoba of Jejuri in Poona, and of Méruti, anci
keep all Hindu fasts and feasts. Their priest isa Telang Bréhman
who lives in Poona, and visits their villages once a year, but does
not take food at their hands. He officiates at their marriages and
receives a yearly tribute in money from each of his followers. In his
absence local Braéhmans are asked to take his placo at their ceremonies
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and are much respected. They make pilgrimages to Jejuri in Poona,
Pandharpur in Sholdpur, and Tirupati in North Arkot. They believe
in witchcraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits. Early marriage, poly-
gamy, and widow marriage are allowed and practised and polyandry
is unknown. On the fifth day after the birth of a child the goddess
Satvdi is worshipped. On the twelfth neighbour women meet at
the mother’s and name and cradle the child. Packets of betel
leaves and nuts with hoiled gram are handed to the guests and the
cradling is over. Boys are girt with the sacred thread between
eight and twelve. A booth or porch is built in front of the house
and an altar or bahule is made. The boy stands on the altar and is
girt with the sacred thread or jénava with Purdnic not Vedic rites.
Kinsfolk and friends are asked to dine and the boy’s sacred thread
is renewed every year on the Shrdvani Paurnima or August full-
moon. Boys are married between fifteen and twenty-five and girls
between five and fifteen. The offer comes from the boy’s side. His
father proposes the match to the girl’s father, and, if he agrees, the
boy’s father marks the girl’s brow with vermilion. The priestchooses
a lucky day for the marriage, and invitation cards are sent round
by the parents both of the boy and of the girl. On a day before
the marriage day, to please the gods, a married couple worships a
copper coin with a cocoanut and betelnut at the house of each of the
perents in the name of Vyankoba and lays sandal pasto and flowers
before them. The bridegroom visits the bride’s village with music
and a band of friends, and 1s married with the same details as
Brdhmans, jexcept that Sanskrit verses are used instead of Vedic
verses. Friends and relations are feasted and the couple are taken
to the bridegroom’s. When a girl comes of age she sits apart for
three days and is bathed on the fourth. Her brow is marked with a
round spot of vermilion and her lap is filled with rice, cocoanut,
and fruit. They mourn the dead ten days, and bury or burn
them with the same details as KXunbis. On the third day
the chief mourner gathers the ashes of the dead and has his face
clean-shaved on the eleventh, and caste people are treated to a
dinner on the thirteenth. They do not employ a Brahman at their
funerals and hold no mind-feast or shrdddh in honour of the dead.
They are bound together by a strong caste feeling and settle
social disputes at meetings of castemen. Smaller breaches of social
rules are punished with fine by the casteinen, and graver offences
are referred to their religious teacher Krishndcharya whosoe decision
is final and is obeyed on pain of loss of caste. They send their
boys to school, but take to no new pursuits and are badly off.

La’d Va'nis are returned as numbering 361, and as found only
in Nagar and Shevgaon. When or why they came into the district
is not known, but their name seems to show that they came to
Ahmadnagar from South Gujarit whose old name (a.n. 150) was Léd
or L4t Desh.! The namesin common use among men and women do
not differ from those used by local Brahmans. Their surnames are
Bélate, Chavén, Chikhale, Chaudhari, Gosévi, Joshi, Jhére, Kardde,

1 Compare Bombay Gazetteer, XII 57 note 1 and XIII. 435 note 4.
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hele. Modi, Paithankar, and Shete. Their family gods are Devi of
%ul ‘é,;;ur, Mahédevof Sin g,'mipur in Sétéra, and Vithoba of Pandharpur
in gholépur, and their family-stocks are Agasti, Bhéradvéj, Garga,
Kaushik, K4shyap, Naidbrav, and Vishvémitra.
Sameness of family stock but not sameness of surname 18 & bar to
marriage. In appearance and speech they do not differ from local
Bréhmans or Sondrs. They live in one-storeyed houses like those
used by Kunbis. Their house goods include metal vessels and they
own servants, cattle, horses, and pet - animals. They are great
eaters and poor cooks, and their staple food is bread, pulse, and
vegetables.  Their dainties include rice, sugar rolly-polies, and split
pulse with clarified butter. They bathe daily and worship their
family gods before they take their morning meals. They smoke
hemp-flower or gdnja and tobacco, eat opinm, and drink bhdng or
hemp-water but never touch animal food or liquor. Both men and
women dress like local Brahmans and have all their ornaments
shaped in Bréhman fashion. As a class they are clean, honest,
hardworking, orderly, thrifty, and hospitable. They are hereditary
dealers in rice, cloth, spices, and groceries. Village Lids are hus-
bandmen or clerks in (Government service or under shopkeepers.
The women mind the house and help the men in their calling. Child-
ren above twelve work under their fathers’ eye and in a few years are
skilful traders. They work in the shop from morning to noon, return
home, bathe and take their food, rest till two, and again go to their
shops. They come home at seven, sup, and retire for the night. Their
trade is brisk during the Hindu marriage seasons from November
to May and on holidays, and they never entirely close their shops.
Their monthly earnings vary from 8s. to £4 (Rs.4-40). They
complain that competition has lowered their profits. Still they are
comfortably off and contented though they have to borrow to meet
marriage expenses. They rank above Kunbis and below Bréhmans.
A family of five spends £1 to £1 4s. (Rs. 10-12) a month. They are
religious people, worshipping their family and other Bréhmanic gods,
and visiting holy places. Their priest is a Deshasth Brahman whom
theg ask to officiate at their leading ceremonies. They keep the
leading Hindu holidays, and put on a fresh sacred thread or janava
every Shrdvan full-moon or Cocoanut Day in August. They believe
in witchcraft, soothsaying, and sorcery. Early marriage and poly-
my are allowed, and polyandry is unknown. Widow marriage
is forbidden but the widow’s head is not shaved. Boysare girt with
the sacred thread at eight and married between fifteen and twenty.
Their customs are partly like those of Kunbis and partly like those of
Brihmans, except that the texts are in ordinary not in Vedic Sanskrit.
They burn their dead and mourn them ten days. Social disputes are
settled at meetings of their castemen, and breaches of social disci-
?line are punished with fines which are generally spent on caste
easts. They send their boys to school and are fairly off.

Kunam or Kunbi Va'nis, or Mardtha traders, are returned as
numbering 1445, and as found all over the district in small numbers.
They rank as Shudras or lower class Hindus. They are old settlers
who have neither record nor memory of a former home. The names
in common use among men are Bépu, Balvant, Dhondu, Govind,

Gautam, Jamadagni,
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and Rédma ; and among women, Bhégirathi, Chimani, Ganga, Mann,
Sakhi, Sdlu, and Thaki. They add the word shet or merchant to the
namesofmen and bdsto thenamesof women. Their surnames are Are,
Aviri, Ahir, Bodake, Borule, Dandndik, Dhdvare, Godase, Goldde,
Gujar, Hégvane, Holkar, Jagdile, Kadekar, Kalaskar, Kdle, Késid,
Mitkari, Motédle, Ndndure, Nikam, P4dbhore, Pandule, Pdnsamb4l,
Sajgure, Sdbele, Saddvarte, Sinde, Todokari, Viskar, and Yevari.
Persons bearing the same surname cannot intermarry. Their family
ds are Bahiroba of Soudri in Ahmadnagar, Devi of Tuljapur and
of Rasin in Ahmadpagar, Ddval Malik in the town of Ahmadnagar,
Khandoba of Jejuri near Poona, and Vyankatesh of I'irupati in North
Arkot. They have two divisions, one which wears and one which does
not wear the ling, and who differ in no points excopt that the ling-
wearers rub their brows with cowdung ashes. They eat together and
intermarry. They do not differ from local Mardtha Kunbis in appear-
ance or dress, and live in one-storeyed houses with imnud walls and
thatched roofs. Their house goods include metal and earthen vessels,
and they keep servants, own cattlo and ponies, and have pet parrots.
They are great eaters and poor cooks. Their staple food is millet
bread, split pulse, and vegetables, and they are fond of hot dishes.
They bathe daily before the morning meal, worship Shiv’s
emblem the ling and their family gods,and offer them food. Caste
feasts are given during marriages and after deaths. Their special
dishes include wheat cakes stuffed with boiled pulse and molasses, rice,
various kinds of wheat-flour balls or lidus, and clarified butter.
They neither eat flesh nor drink liquor but many chew tobacco
with betel leaves nuts and lime. The men shave the head except
the topknot and the face except the moustache and eyebrows. The
women tie their hair in a knot at the back of the head without decking
it either with flowers or with false hair. The men’s outdoor dress
includes a loincloth or waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a shirt or bands,
a coat, a sheet of different colours, and a Brahman turban. The women
dress in a long Mardtha robe with the skirt drawn back between the
feet and a bodice with a back and sbort sleeves. Both wmen and
women have a store of clothes and ornaments for holiday wear and
for great occasions. As a class they are somewhat uncleanly, hardwork-
ing, honest, wanting in forethought, hospitable, and with a good name
for honesty. Their hereditary calling is trade. They arc grocers,
husbandmen, cart-drivers, pack-bullock men, Government and private
gervants, and labourers. The women help the men by sitting in the
shop when the men are away orat work in the field. Doys over eight
work in their father’s shops or in the fields. Grocers are busy in
the fair season and are better off than the others, most of whom are
in debt. Traders work from seven to twelve in the morning and
from two to eight in the evening. Between October and August
which is their busy season husbandmen work in the field from six in
the morning to six at night, return home at sunset, and retire for the
night soon after supper. The women mind the house and help the
men when they have leisure. They stop work for somo days duringa
marriageoraftera death, Theyrank with Kunbis. They are a religious
people, worshipping all Bréhmanic gods and keeping all Hindu fasts
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and feasts. They pay almost equal reverence to Shiv and Vishnu
and go on pilgrimage to A’landi, Benares, Jejuri, Tuljdpar, and
Tirupati. The priest of those who wear the ling is a Jangam, but
they also call a Brdhman to their chief ceremonies. They are
Sampradsis or followers of Tuk4rdm the famous Maritha V4ni moral
and religious poet who lived in the seventeenth century, wear rosaries
of basil beads, and repeat his couplets or abhangs in honour of Vithoba
of Pandharpur. Their religious teacher is a devotee of Vithoba and
a follower of Tukdrdm, whom they bow before and offer uncooked
food, flowers, and sandal paste. They worship local gods, and
believe in witcheraft, soothsaying, und spirits, whom they scare by
repeating prayers and with the help of Devrushis or Hindu exorcists.
Karly and widow marriage and polygamy are allowed, and
polyandry is unknown. Of the sixteen Hindu sacraments they
observe only birth, naming, marriage, puberty, and death with the
samc rites as those practised by Kunbis. On the fifth day after
a birth the goddess Satvéi is worshipped and the child is
named on the twelfth. At the time of marriage, the god-pleasing
or deva pratishtha is held at the house of one of the castepeople, and
the wedding guardian or devak is laid in a winnowing fan and
worshipped. Married girls are not allowed to wear the nose-ring
before they come of age. On coming of age a girl is considered
impure for threo days, and on the fourth her lap is filled with
rice and she is bathed. The followers of Tukdrdm burn their
dead and monrn ten days; ling-wearers bury with Lingdyat rites
but hold after-death ceromonies in Brahman fashion. They have
a caste council or panch, and settle social disputes at meetings of
castemen under the control of the council. A headman,called shetya,
attends marriages, and the fathers of the bride and bridegroom
present him with betel and mark his brow with sandal paste. His
office is heveditary, and traders consult him on trade questions. He
fixes the market rates and all members of the community are
forbidden to undersell on pain of fine or loss of caste. They send
their boys to school, take to no new pursuits, and as a class are
somewhat depressed.

Meshri Ma'rwa'ris, or Brahmanic Vdnis from Mérwér, are
returned as numbering 561, and as found in small numbers all over
the district. Meshri is a short form of Maheshvari, that is worshippers
of Mahesvar or the Great God. They are staunch worshippers of Shiv,
and say that Shiv restored them to life after they had been turned
into stone by a saint whose hermitage hunger forced them to
plunder. They are said to have come from Mérwér and settled in
Ahmadnagar about two hundred years ago. The namesin common
use among men are Ambddds, Bijdrdm, Gopéldds, Lachhirém,
Mayanirdm, Mangaldds, Otardm, liémsuk, and Saviirdm; and
among women, Gangébdi, Jamndbdi, Mathurdbsi, Pritébdi, and
Yamundbdi. The men add Shetji or Sdhdji to their names, and
their surnames are Aju, Bébari, Baladave, Bajij, Batad, Bang,
Bbadéde, Bhandéri, Bhutade, Buvi, Byahéni, Dége, Darag, Draméni,
Gelada, Gilade, Hede, Judéni, Jakhote, Jhanvar, Jodar, Jvél, Kélya,
Kakéni, Kdvare, Khadaldya, K4thiye, Lada, Loya, Lakhote, Loh4ti,
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Médhane, Mélavi, Malu, Miniy4r, Mintri, Mod4ni, Mudane, Mundade,
Sddade, Shikachi, Soni, Totale, and Tosanivér. Persons bearing the
same surnames can not intermarry. Their home tongue is Mérwari,
and their family god is B4l4ji of Tirupati in North Arkot. In
appearance, dwelling, food, drink, dress, character, calling, and
position they do not differ from Osvil Mérwéris. They rise at six
and sit in their shops till noon, when they go home, bathe, dine, rest
till two, and again go to their shops where thoy stay till eight,
check their accounts, sup, and retire for the night. The women
mind the house, dine after the men have dined, and sew and
embroider till dark. They cook supper, sup after their husbands,
clean the dishes, and go to bed. Boys below twelve go to school,
and mothers teach the girls embroidery and singing. As a class
they are well-to-do. 'They are religious, worshipping their family
god B4ldji or Vyankoba of Tirupati among other Brahmauic gods,
and keeping all Hindu fasts and feasts. Their priest is a Deccan
Bribhman who is asked to officiate at their death and marriage
ceremonies. Though they belong to the Shaiv scct, they wor-
ship Vishnu and visit all sacred places. Their chief holidays are
Alkshatritiya in May, the lunar thirds in Shrdvan or August when
they worship Shitalddevi, Dasare in September, Divdli in October,
Sankrant on the twelfth of January, and Shimqgu in March. They
fast on all lunar elevenths and fourtoenths, on Kdnwnavami in April,
on Janmdshtami in August, and on Shiv’s Great Night in Fcbruary.
The women’s fast days are Vatsdvitri in June and Shildsaptams
in March. Their religious teacher is a Bairdgi, otherwisc called
khdli that is the ashman, because he rubs his body with
ashes. They believe in witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits.
Of the sixteen Hindu sacraments they perform only four, birth
marriage puberty and death. On the fifth day after the birth of a
child the goddess Satvéi is worshipped, but they do mnot offer her
pomegranate flowers or lemon fruit. The mother’s room is lighted
during the whole night, and her impurity lasts twelve or twenty-
seven days. At the end of this she is bathed, and, as among
Bréhmans, the child is shown the sun and named. Boys are married
between fifteen and twenty, and girls before they are thirteen. At
the betrothal the girl worships Ganpati and Varun, and the boy’s
father marks her brow with vermilion. Six months before the
marriage day the girl is presented with ornaments and rnbbed with
turmeric from three days to two months before the marriage, the
intermediate period being spent in feasts, and gadganer or processions
in which the girl or the boy is seated on horseback and taken from
house to house and welcomed by the house women with songs. On
returning the boy or girl dismounts and a dough lamp is waved by
the sister. Friends and relations are feasted. On the marriage
day the boy is seated on horse-back, the marriage coronet or brow-
horn is tied to his brow, and he is taken to the girl’s house. Be-
fore he dismounts a stick is handed to him with which he touches
the marriage porch. The Bréhman priest measures the time by a
water-clock, close to which a Fict:ure of Ganpati is fixed, the
couple are made to stand face to face with a curtain drawn between
them, and are married at the lucky moment. The ritual is the
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samo as that followed at an Osvdl Mérw4ri’s marriage. When a
girl comes of age she is considered impure for three days, bathed
on the fonrth, and presented with sweet dishes by her female
friends and relations. Her lap is filled and she is sent to live
with her husband. They burn their dead and mourn ten days.
The dead are laid on the bier with a bellmetal cup placed under
the pillow, taken to the burning-ground,and burned with the same
ceremonies as those performed at the funeral of an Osvél Marwdri
or a Médrwir Brahman. They are bound together by a strong
caste feeling, and settlo social disputes according to the opinion of
their castemen under the presidency of the council or panch. They
do not send their children to school, take to new and useful pursuits,
and are well-off.

Osva'l Ma'rwa'ris are returned as numboring about 14,500 and
as found scattered in small nombers all over the district. They are
said to have come to Ahmadnagar for purposes of trade within the
last 200 yoars, and many have joined since the beginning of British
rule. The men add chand or mooun, dis or slave, ldl or favourite, and
mal or warrior to their names, as Punamchand, Bhagvdndés, Méniklél,
and Bahdrmal ; Babaji, Bhaydji, and Kdkaji are terms of respect used
to olders and caste leaders. The names in common use among
women are Chandkuvar, Jamni, Kesar, Kasturi, Moti, Réjkuvar,
Rambha, Saukri, and Suryakuvar. JBdior lady is generally added to
women’s names. 'Their surnames are Bahira, Bhalkat, Bhandéri,
Chéndgire, Chopade, Gadhe, Gddhdte, Gdndhi, (tugale, Gulecha,
Kothar, Loda, Lukadrap, Mini, Mutachopada, Pirakh, Potharne,
Punavate, Sdnd, Sdngide, Shinge, Sigavi, Sukhadi, Surna, Surdna,
Surapini, and Vdgmir. Persons bearing the same surnames
cannot intermarry. As a rule, like Gujardtis, relationship on the
mother’s sido is held to bar marriage as much as relationship on
the father’s side. Their home tongue is Marwdri and their family
gods are Ajitnith and Parasndth of Benarcs, and Rikhabndth of
Dhuleva in Udhepur. Osvidl Mdrwéris have two divisions, Bade
Sajans or Big Good men who are of the Dases or Teus, and the
Chhote Sajans or Little Good men, who are of the Vise or Score
division of the caste! Of tho cause of the split in the caste the
story is told that, about 800 yecars ago, a caste feast was given at
a village in Mdrwédr when all members were asked except an old
widow and her son whose names were forgotten by mistake. The
old lady took offence and she and her son separated from the rest
of the caste and founded the Bade or senior branch of the
community. The two classes eat together but do not intermarry.
As a rule Mdrwdris are darker and stouter than local Brdhmans
and Vdnis. The face is long, the eyes rather small, the teeth
good, and the whiskers and moustache long and bushy. The
home tongue is Marwdri, but they write their account books in
Gujardti, and speak Mardthi or Hindustdni with others. They
live in good houses one or two storeys high with brick walls
and tiled roofs. The houses are clean inside but are badly aired.

! Tho origin of the common Gujarat and Marwir caste division into Tens and
Scores secms to mean that the Vise 1s the full and the Dase the half caste.
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Their house goods include boxes, bedding, blankets, and metal
vessels. They keep servants to do the house-work and to help them
in their business, and own cattle and horses but never burden them-
selves with pets. They are great eaters and good cooks, and their
fondness for sweet and dislike for hot and sour dishes is proverbial.
Their staple food includes chapdtis or wheat flour cakes, khichadi or
rice and pulse boiled together and seasoned with clarified butter and
spices, and vegetables. All bathe daily and worship the house gods
before their morning meal. They neither eat flesh nor drink liquor

on pain of loss of caste. On the second fifth eighth and eleventh of

each lunar fortnight, they do not eat vegetables. Even on other days
few of them taste onions or garlic. Most of the men take a pill of

opium in the morning and at noon after they have taken their food.

The men usualy dress in a waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a coat, and large

towering turban, and the rest of the dress is the same as that of local

Bréhmans except that it looks greasy and dirty. Some havo lately

taken to wear a turban shaped like the local Brahman turban. They

shave the head except three knots, one on the crown and one above
each ear,a practise whichhas giventhem the name of the L'in-shende or
Three-knotted Marwdris. The women kecp their hair well combed and
carefully smoothed with gum water. 'They plait the hair into braids
which they stiffen with gum water and wear in an open semicircular
braid at the back of the head. Unlike tho people of the district,
they do not use wild cow hair but tio the hair with dyed cotton
thread. Thoy use no flowers in their hair and no ornaments,
except a gold bud or kalt which is worn either on the crown or
in the middle of the knot or above the braid. They are fond of
gay colours, and dress in a petticoat with a particoloured robe
and a backless bodice or kdcholi closed in front and tied behind

with strings. Out of doors when they meet strangers and
respectable or elderly persons, they veil their faces with the upper
robe. Both men and women use both local handmade and Bombay
and European machine-made cloth. The ornaments worn by men
are ehaukadis or earrings, the gold necklace or kanthi, the wristlets
called kadds and pochis, the silver belt called katdora, and gold or silver
anklets or todds. Women as a rule wear ivory bracelets on their arms
up to their shoulders, the armlets called winkis and bdjubands, the
bracelets called lasanyds, the anklets called vdlds sdkhalisand painjans,
the necklaces called bormdl, putalydchimdlland mohordnchimdl, the
nose-rings called naths, the ecar-rings called karna phulis, and
the finger rings called mudis. All these ornaments are made of
gold inlaid with pearls. Of late years many Mérwéri women have
given up wearing ivory bracelets. They use very thin ivory
bangles which cost £5 to £6 (Rs.50-60); and some of the poor
wear on their fingers gilt or silvered cocoanut-shell rings. Many
women also have taken to the local style of dress and wear tho
robe instead of the petticoat or lakhanga, but without passing the
skirt back between the feet. A man’s stock of clothes is worth
10s. to £3 (Rs. 5-80) and a woman’s £1 10s. to £50 (Rs. 15-500).
A man’s ornaments are worth £5 to £20 (Rs. 50-200) and a women’s
£20 to £100 (Rs. 200-1000). As a rule Marwéris are slovenly,
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hardworking, frugal, orderly, and cool-tempered. They are
exclusive and suspicious, very wide-awake in forwarding their own
interests and very indifferent to the interests of others. They
have a bad name for cunning, greed, fraud, and cruel selﬁsbnqss.
They neither trust nor are trusted. The people hate, fear, and despise
them. Trade is their chief and hereditary calling, and many are
moneychangers, moneylenders, and landowners. Those who have
no capital begin business as clerks and servants of established traders,
make a little money, and set up a shop on their own account. In
this way new shops are being continually opened, and in some places
they enjoy almost a monopoly of moneylending. They are bad
landlords, spending no money in improving their property and
grinding their tenants to the uttcrmost farthing. Those who hold
land as husbandmen, that is without an underholder, do not till
with their own hands. The field work is done by labourers gene-
rally their debtors, who arc miserably paid in grain or in cash.
The village shopkeeping Mdrwari, deals in all kinds of wares
grain, cloth, tobacco, oil, spices, and sugar. . They advance the
villagors supplies of groceries and grain, and receive grain in
return at harvest time. Tho women do not help tho men except
by minding the house. The oxcessive profits which they wring
out of their debtors have been reduced by tho Rayats’ Relief
Act. Still thoir calling is well-paid and as a class they are
froo from debt and well-to-do. Men rise at six and go to
their shops. They return at noon, bathe, dine, return to their
shops at two, and stay till eight, when after working up their
day’s accounts, they go home, sup, and retire for the night.
Their business is brisk from November to June. Daring harvest
they spend most of their time in the ficlds securing their share of
the crop. They sell their grain to husbandmen and to merchants
chiefly of Poona and Bombay. The boys go to school and take to
shopkeeping about eighteen. Women rise at six, clean the houss,
and make ready the morning meal. They tako their food after the
men havo eaten and spend thoir leisure in embroidory and singing
songs. Girls help their mothers in the house and learn singing
and needle work, Mérwiris never close their shops during busi-
ness hours except when a death happens in the house. A family
of five usually spends £2 10s. to £3 (Rs. 25-30) a month. A house
costs £50 to £500 (Rs.500-5000) to build, and 2s. to £1 10s. a
month to rent. A marriage costs £30 to £100 (Rs. 300-1000), and
a death £10 to £100 (Rs.100-1000). They take water from local
Bréhmans and from Marétha Kunbis and hold aloof from the impure
classes. They are religious, worshipping their family god P4rasnéth
and visiting his shrine at Satranja hill in Pélitdna, and the shrine of
Bél4ji or Vyankatraman at Tirupati. Their priest is a Marwér
Bréhman whom they call padhdnevila or teacher, and, in his absencs,
they ask local Bréhmans to officiate at their ceremonies. They
respect Brahmans of all classes and often make them money gifts
or dakshina. They belong to the Digambar or sky-clad, that is the
naked-god worshipping Jains. Under the Peshwds, they were
occasionally treated with harshness and in some cases their temples
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were turned into places of Brdhmanic worship. Their leading
doctrine is that the taking of life isa sin. They worship images of the
Jain gods without the help of a Jain priest. They keep as feasts the
bright ninth and fifteenth of Ashddh or July, of Kdrtikor October,and
of Phdlgun or March, and the bright eighth and fonrteenth of these
months as fasts. Of ordinary Hindu holidays they keep the feasts of
Shimga in March, New Year’s Day in April, Ndgpanchams in August,
Shrdvan full-moon or Cocoanut Day in August, Ganeshchaturths
and Anant Chaturdashi in August-September, Dasara in September,
and Diwdli in October. Their other fast days are the lunar
second, fourth, and fourteenth in every fortnight, the elevenths in
Ashddh or July, and the first week in Bhddrapad or September. They
keep images of Pdrasndth in their houses made of stone metal or
white marble in human form and wearing no clothes. They profess
not to believe in witcheraft or in evil spirits. Early marriage and
polygamy are allowed and practised, widow marriage is allowed
but is rare, and polyandry is unknown. Lying-in women call in
Mardtha midwives. When the child is born a little cold water is
poured over it and close to it a metal plate is beaten with a rod.
The navel cord is cut and the mother is bathed in warm water. Somo
of them dig and others do not dig the mori or bath water hole in
the lying-in room. Those who do not dig the hole bathe the child in
a large and deep metal tray. 'I'he mother and child are laid on a
cot under which an earthen jar with burning cowdung cakes is
placed. On tho first and three following days the child is
given a rag soaked in castor-oil to suck. From the fourth
the mother suckles the child and is given to cat a pounded
mixture of cumin seed and molasses mixed with clarified butter.
During the first three days her dict is wheat flour boiled in clarified
butter mixed with sugar, and from the fourth she eats rice and
pulse with clarified butter. On the fifth day a few among
them worship the image of Satvii placed on a stone slab as among
the Kunbis of the district, while asa rule all of them place sandal
paste flowers, turmeric powder, vermilion, and fruit with sweet food
cooked in the house before an inkstand reed-pen and paper with or
without an image of the goddess Satvdi. They say the worship
of the image of Satvéi is not a Mdrwir custom and that it has been
adopted by their women since they settled in the district.
Lamps of dough filled with clarified butter are lighted and set
before the goddess or the pen, ink, and paper and in the place
where the mother and child are bathed. These lamps are
placed so that the child may not see them: if the child sees the
light it is likely to fall sick. The mother remains unclean
for ten days. Unlike most local castes they do not worship Satvéi
on the twelfth nor do the child’s aunts name it. A Brihman
priest generally attends the naming on the thirteenth, and fixes the
name after consulting his almanac. A cradle is hung in the
lying-in room and the mother’s female friends and kinswomen are
called and formally cradle and name the child. Boys are married
between fifteen and twenty-five and girls between eight and fifteen.
The boy’s father, with ten to fifty castemen, visits the girl, and

presents her with a silver ring worth 6d. to 2s. (Re.}-1). The girl’s
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father treats the company to betel and her priest puts the silver
ring on the girl’s finger. The girl’s father returns the visit
presenting the boy’s younger brother with 2s. to 6s. (Rs. 1-3)
and treats the guests to betel. Cocoanuts are served and in the
presence of both fathers the priest fixes a lucky day for the
marriage. Somedays beforo the marriage the boy’s father presents
the girl with ornaments, invitation cards are sont round, and
the boy and girl are rubbed with turmeric paste. The turmeric
rubbing takes place as a rule at least a month before the
marriago. A thread, tinged with turmeric powder, is cut into two
and each of the pieces 1s passed through an iron ring and tied
round a pieco of lac bungle, and one of the threads is fastened
to the girl’s right foot and the other to the boy’s right hand.
The month between the turmeric rubbing and the marriage is a
time of gaiety. The friends and relations both of the boy and
the girl in turn send ono of their household to the boy’s or the
girl's house. The messenger places a cocoanut and silver coin
into the boy’s or the girl’s hand, and asks him or her to come
to their house in the evening. After sunset the boy or girl is
seated on horseback and with music and a band of friends is taken
to the entertainer’s house, the procession being known as
adganer or entertaining the bridegroom or bride. . The house is
brightly lighted and carpets are spread in front on which the guests
are seated. The women of the house and the guests take
their seats in the verandah, and sing Mdrwdri marriage songs.
Betel is served and the men withdraw. The women go on singing
till the sister of the boy or of the girl waves a light, and is
presented with a cocoanut and a silver coin. On the marriage day
the girl’s priest goes to the boy’s and formally asks his family to the
wedding. The bridegroom is seated on horseback and, with music
in front and a band of friends behind, is taken to the temple of the
bride’s village Mdruti. The marriage party leave the bridegroom
at the temple and go to the bride’s house where her father wel-
comes them, and betel is served. The Brihman priest tells the
bridegroom’s father the lucky moment for the marriage, and the
party return to the templo with music. When the lucky hour draws
near, it gencrally falls when it grows dusk, the bridegroom lays
a packet of betel leaves, a nut, and a copper before the village
Méruti, bows, and starts on horseback for the bride’s house. On
reaching the bride’s booth a stick is handed to the bridegroom
who strikes with it the entrance to the porch, bows to the picture
of Ganpati, is presented by the bride’s father with a turban worth
2s. to £2 10s. (Rs. 1-25), and dismounts. Until the lucky hour for
the marriage the guests amuse themselves watching dancing girls
in the marriage hall or return home to take their food, while the
bridegroom, with five or six of his men, steps into the house and bows
to a betelnut Ganpati, lays before it sandal paste, rice, flowers, red-
wder, vermilion, and scented powder or abir, burns frankincense
efore it, waves lamps filled with clarified butter round it, and offers
sugar. The pair are seated in the booth on a soft cushion laid
on a carpet, and a Brdhman priest makes an altar of black earth, .
kindles the sacred fire or hom on the altar, and drops into the fire
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clarified butter, grains of barley, and bits of sandalwood. The pair
look on in silence and are not allowed to move from the place until
the fire-worship is over. When the fire-worship is over the priest
tells the pair to walk four times round the altar. Then comes the
daughter-giving or kanydddn when the bride’s father pours water
on the bridegroom’s hands with a money gift varying from Z2s. to
£10 (Rs.1-100). The Brdhman priest is paid 10s. to £10
(Rs. 5-100), and the bridegroom takes the girl to his home with
music and friends. At the boy’s house the pair again sit before
the betelnut Ganpati which is set on a heap of rice and the priest
lays flowers and redpowder before it. When the Ganpati worship
is over, the bride’s women take her home, and the first marriage
day is ended. The bride’s parents who have fasted all day dine
with the bride when she comes home from her husband’s. No
caste feast is given on this day. Next morning in the bride’s houso a
list is made of houscholds to bo asked to dine, and the list is given
to the priest who goes round to the houses named ending at tho
bridegroom’s. At noon the invitations are again sent through tho
pricst as in the morning and the bridegroom’s party goes to the
bride’s, and is treated to a sumptuous dinnor along with a party
of the bride’s friends and relations. The Briahman priosts cook
and serve the guests with food not allowing any of the guests to
touch them and thomselves cating when the others are done. At
night the guests are treatod to a rich supper and the party retire
after betel is served. The third day passes liko the second. On the
fourth comes the phal or cloth-presenting cercmony when the marriage
party goes with music to the bride’s. The bridegroom is seated on
a seat somowhat highor than tho rest and the.bride’s friends and
relations arrive. A low wooden stool or chaurang is sct before the
bridegroom, and on the stool a bellmetal dining dish marked with
upright and cross lines of vermilion. A metal cup is set in tho dish
and a silver coin is dropped into the cup in the namo of tho family
gods. The brido’s fathor presents the hridegroom with as rich a dress
and ornaments as he can afford, or at least with a cocoanut, and
turbans aro handod to his male friends. The bride’s party throws
redpowder at the bridegroom’s, who withdraw taking tho pair with
them. After death tho body is scated on a low stool bathed and
dressed in new clothos, A woman who dies beforé her husband is
dressed in a new robo, her hair is deckoed with flowers, and her body
with ornaments. These honours are not shown to a widow’s body.
Poor Marwéris lay their dead on a bamboo ladder-like bier like
that used by Brdhmans. The rich use a mdd or raised bamboo
seat with a bamboo canopy like an English umbrolla fastened to it
and ornamented with small particoloured flags decked with tinsel.
‘When the bier is used the body is laid on the back with the face to
the sky. If the mdd or canopied chairis used the body is kept in a
sitting posture. Two dough balls with a copper coin in cach are tied
in a piece of cloth which is put in a bellmetal cup and tied on the
bosom of the dead. The fumeral party starts for the burning
ground with the bier or mdd on their shoulders, the barber going
before carrying a fire-pot and the chief mourner following with the
others, all of whom are men. Unlike local Bréhmanic Hindus they
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have no rule against the fire-pot carrier turning round and looking
back. As they draw near the burning ground they halt, lay down
the body, and throw the dough balls to the left and right., They go
to the nearest water, strip the body of its ornaments, and hand them
to the next of kin when he returns home. The pile is made ready
and the body is laid on it and the fire is kindled by the son or nearest
relation. When the body is burnt they bathe in the nearest water and
go home. Neither the bearers nor the mourners are held to be impure,
and nothing is done to cleanse the house or the spot where the
death took place. Next day the mourning family both men and
women visit P4rasndth’s temple, lay two pounds (1 sher) of Indian
millet before the god, bow to him, and go home. They do not
gather the ashes of the dead nor do they perform any mind-rites nor
keep the yearly death-day. Their only observance is that on some
day between the twelfth day after the death and tho end of a year,
the caste people are treated to a dinner of sweetmeats and the dead
are forgotten. Their position as strangers and hated strangers
binds them to one another by specially strong ties. They settle social
disputes at meetings of castemen, whose decisions aro obeyed on
pain of loss of caste. They send their boys to school but have no
taste for learning, and take them away as soon as they have learned
to read and write Mardthi and work sums. They keep their
accounts in Gujariti which they teach their boys at home. They
are a well-to-do class and do not take to new pursuits.

Sansa’ri Jangams, or Sccular Ling4yat Priests, are returned as
numbering about 3200 and as found all over the district. They are
said to have come from the Bombay-Karndtak, but when or why is
not known. Like the Lingdyats of Dhdrwdr and Bijdpur, they
revere the founder of the Lingdyat sect who lived at }ljialy{m a
hundred miles west of Haidarabad in the Deccan during the reign
of the Kalachurya king Bijjal (1156). The story of Basav’s life
which is known to most Sansiri Jangams is taken from the Basav
Purdn. They say that Basvdchdrya or Basveshvar, that is Basav, was
born of Brahman parents, who after long remaining childless were
rewarded by Shiv, whom they constantly worshipped, with the promise
of a son. The mother was with child for three years. Before the
child was born Shiv appeared to the mother in a dream and told her to
call the child Basav, the K4dnarese name for Nandi Shiv’s bull. Hence
it was believed that in Basav the god Nandi had become flesh, Miracles
were not wanting to confirm this belief. "When he was about eight
years old Basav’s father wished to gird the boy with the sacred
thread. Basav refused as if he wore the thread he must learn the sun-
hymn or gdyatri. For this act of disobedience Basav was driven from
his father’s house. He went to Kalydn accompanied by his sister and
married a daughter of the king’s minister who was his maternal
uncle. He improved his prospects at court by giving his sister in
marriage to king Bijjal. After the death of his father-in-law Basav
became prime minister. He made use of his high position to
spread his new doctrines and gathered round him large numbers of
all castes.! The king grew jealous of Bgsav’s power, and put out the

1 Details are given in the Dharwir Statistical Account,
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eyes of three of Basav’s staunchest followers. Basav ordered another
of his followers to avenge the wrong done to the three Lingdyats,

cursed Kalyin and withdrew to Sangameshvar a hundred miles'

west of Belldri, where he was absorbed into the ling. According
to the Jain books the king, distrusting Basav’s power and influence,
sent troops against him but was defeated and afterwards poisoned
by Basav. On hearing of his father’s death R4i Murédri the king’s
son came against Basav who fled to Ulviin North Kdnara, was
pursued, and in despair threw himself into a well. According to
the books, Basav’s chief doctrines were tenderness for animal life,
doing away caste distinctions and ceremonial impurities, and
admitting women to a religious and social cquality with men. If
they were ever carried into practical life these doctrines have been
greatly modified not only in Ahmadnagar but in Bijipur, Dhdrwir,
and other Kénaresedistricts where Lingdyats are probably as numerous
and as powerful as they ever were. Lingdyats are divided into
laymen and priests or Jangams; and the priests are divided into
secular and religious priests who eat together and intermarry.
The names in common use among men are Bhdu, Bhujang,
Sambhu, Shivrudra, and Vasurupaksh; and among women,
Bhdgirathi, Bhima, Girja, Mathura, and Saku. Men add appa
and women add ld: to their names. Their surnames are Agvile,
Bagle, Bhinge, Kavde, Kamine, Pakhdle, Pathre, and Vibhute.
Persons bearing the same surname cannot intermarry. They
are dark strong and regular featured and speak Marathi both at
home and abroad. Their family gods are Malikdrjun of Shri
Shailya in the Nizdwn’s country, Nagoba of Vadole in Ahmadnagar,
Basveshvar of Kalyin in the Nizém’s country, and Virbhadra.
They live in one-storeyed houses with mud walls and flat roofs.
Their belongings include low stools, blankets, quilts, cradles,
and metal vessels. They own cattle and sometimes omploy house
servants. They are moderate eaters and good cooks, and are
proverbially fond of hot or sharp dishes and spices. Their staple
food is millet bread, chopped chillies, relishes, pulse sauce, and
vegetables. They neither eat flesh nor drink liquor. Their special
dishes are the same as those of local Brahmans. They bathe daily and
lay flowers, sandal paste, and food before the ling and mark their
brows with cowdung ashes. Both men and women chew tobacco
and eat betel. Men shave their head without leaving the top-knot,
and shavethe face except the moustache and eycbrows; women tie the
hair in a back knot and deck it neither with false hair nor with
flowers. Men dress in a waistcloth, an ochre-coloured shouldercloth,
a shirt, a coat, and a headscarf with a pair of shoes or sandals;
women dress in a8 Mar4tha robe and bodice with a back and short
sleeves, but do not pass the skirt of the robe back between the feet.
Both men and women have a store of good clothes and ornaments
like those worn by local Kunbis on great occasions. They are clean,
neat, honest, hardworking, orderly, thrifty, and hospitable. Their
hereditary calling is begging, but they make a living as silk thread
or katdora and marriage coronet or bdshing mekers and sellers.
The women mind the house, beg, and help the men in their work.
"They take to no new pursuits and live from hand to mouth. The
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only day in [tho year on which they will not work is Shiv’s Night
or Shivritra in February. They rank below local Bréhmans
and above husbandmen. They worship Shiv’s emblem or ling
and keep all Hindu fasts and feasts. Thoy hold Mahddev
in great respcet and mako pilgrimages to Benares, Pandharpur
in Sholdpur, and Tuljdpur in tho Nizam’s country. Their priosts
are rcligious Jangams who officiato at their births, marriages, and
deaths. Their roligious teacher is Gurusvdmi the high priest of
the rcligious house of Manur in the Nizdm’s country. He visits their
villages at stated times and lovies from them a yoarly money tribute.
Of lato years there havo been great changes in their practices and
beliefs and their religious and social customs aro coming closcly to
roscmble Brahmanic customs. Thoy believe in witcheraft, sooth-
saying, and ovil spirits, and worship all local and boundary gods.
Karly marriago and polygamy are allowed and practised, and
polyandry is unknown. As soon as a child is born word is sent to
thoe priest. 1le cither comes at once or he waits till tho fifth or the
thirteenth day after tho birth when he rubs the brows of tho
mother and child with cowdung ashes aud tonches the child’s
nock with a ling and gives the ling to the mother. .The mother’s
impurity lasts fivo days. On the night of the fifth an cmbossed
image of Satvii is set on a stone slab or pita in the lying-in room,
and before it are laid moss, sand, a picce of nivdung or prickly pear,
and food. A flour lamp fed with castor-oil is waved round the
goddess and kinsfolk are treated to a sweet dinner. The child is
named on the twelfth and handfuls of boiled gram and betel packets
are served to tho fomale guests. The child’s hair is cut for the
first time when it is three months old, and the diksha or purifying
is performed between its seventh and twolfth year. Their religious
teacher names a lucky day and visits the place where tho purifiying
is to be held. Friends and relations mecet at tho house, and tho
boy or girl sits on a low stool, washes tho hands and feet of the
teacher, who is seated on another low stool before him or her, and
sips the water in which the toacher’s hands and feet have been
washed. Sweetmeats and bel leaves are offered to the teacher who
whispers a verse or charm into the novice’s right ear. The ceremony
ends with a dinner to the teacher and the guests. Boys are married
between eight and twenty, and girls between five and twelve.
When the parents of the boy and the girl agree the mdgni or
asking and the turmeric rubbing are performed as among Mar4thés.
The Jangam priest names a lucky day for holding the marriage.
A conch shell or shankh is laid on the threshold, and an earthen
pot filled with water is set near the house gods, and they
are bowed to as marriage guardians or devaks, and sandal paste
flowers and food are laid before them. The bridegroom
goes to the bride’s village with music and friends, halts at
the village Médruti’s temple, sends his brother or wvardhdva to
the bride’s, and on his brother’s return dresses in the robes
which he has brought from the girl’'s, and goes to the
bride’s with music and friends. At the entrance to the
booth, he is met by a married woman generally the bride’s
mother, who waves round him wheat-flour lamps fed -with clarified
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butter or cocoanut-oil and retires. The bridegroom is seated on a
carpet spread in the booth. The bride sits before him face to face
and the Jangam priest lays before them fivo waterpots filled with
water and set on small heaps of wheat, pieces of cocoanut, copper
coins, and betel. He repeats sacred verses while another priest tios
the lucky thread or mangalsutra to the bride’s neck and makos
her put on toe-rings or jodvis. The first priest blesses the pair
throwing rice on them, and puts a wristlot or kankan on the
bridegroom’s right wrist and on tho bride’s left wrist. The pair are
seated on the marriage altar or bahule, and their brows aro marked
with vermilion and rice by kinspoople of both soxcs, each of whom
waves a copper coin about them and retires. Casto peoplo and the
friends who came with the brideand bridegroom are treated to a dinner,
on the firstdayat the bride’s and on thesccond dayat thebridegroom’s,
On the third day the pair aro bathed together in warin water.
The priest worships two copper pots full of water, with sandal
paste and flowers, and betol is served. The paronts of the bride
present the bridegroom and the parents of the bridegroom prosent
the bride with smts of clothes; tho pair bow beforo the family
gods and at the bidding of the priest cach unties the other’s thread
wristlet. On the fourth day the bridegroom’s party take the
pair to the bridegroom’s, the marriage guardians or devaks are put
away, and at noon the marriage cnds with a caste dinnor. When a
girl comes of age she remains unclean for three days, is bathed on
the fourth, and, on tho sixtecnth, her lap is filled with rice and
cocoanut. They bury tho dead like Lingdyats. A death is not
considered to causo ceremonial impurity. On the fifth or seventh
day after the death tho chicf mourner dines frionds and relations
and is given a present of a mourning turban or dukhavatydche
pdgote and goes with them to the temple of the village Miruti.  The
death-duy is marked by a punyatith or holiday feast, and the dead
are remembered on the day in dark Bhddrapad or Scptombor
which corresponds to the day of tho month on which the death
took place. They have a castc council and settle social disputes at
caste meetings. Breaches of social rules are punished by fines which
generally take the form of a caste feast. Thoy send their children
to school, but take to no new pursuits. They are a poor class and
show no signs of improving.

Husbandmen include five classes with a strongth of 340,480
or 4818 per cent of the Hindu population, The details are :

Ahmadnagar Husbandmen, 1881.

DIVISION. Males. |Females.| Total. DivIsioN. Males, (Femalos.| Total.
Bangars ... . 114 110 224 || Pahfidis ... 5 7 12
Kunbis .. ...| 153,968 | 150,847 ag;,sm Rajputs .. ..| 1482| 1313 2704

9
maie 10,601 16,138] 33,68 Total ..|172,065 | 168,414 | 840,470

Bangars are returned as numbering 126 and as found in small
numbers scattered over tho district. They scem to have come
from the Bombay-Karnéatak, but cannot tell why or when they came.
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They havelno subdivisions. Ehe names l\;nl common nsReé among
men are Ellappa, Gyanappa, Lingdppa, Maldppa, and appa ;
and among nglr;:n, (y}a.ng};, Lakshumi, Ménki, Saguna, an Sfba.
Their surnames are Bhinkar, Buras, Jireshle, Phutdne, and Témbe.
Persons bearing the same surname cannot intermarry. In
appearance and speech they are like local Mardthds. They live
in one-storeyed houses with mud walls and thatched roofs.
Their house goods include blankets, carpets, quilts, low stools, and
metal vessels, and they own cattle and keep field servants. Their
staple food is millet bread, split pulse, and vogetables, and they
never eat flesh. Rice is a holiday dish. The men dress in a
waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a coat, a Brdhman or Mardtha turban,
and shoes or sandals. They wear the ling and mark their brows
with sandal paste and cowdung ashes. The women dress in the
full Maratha robe and bodice and mark their brows with
vermilion. They tie their hair in a knot at the back of the head
and do not use cither flowers or falso hair. They are clean and
neat, honest, hardworking, orderly, thrifty, and hospitable. They
are landowners and cultivators and field labourers. They worship
all local gods and hold Mahddev in special roverence. Their priest
is a Jangam whom they ask to officiate at their births marriages
and deaths. They make pilgrimages to Shri Shailya P4rvati in North
Arkot, and to Malikdrjun of Signdpur in Sétédra and of Phaltan. On
the fifth night after the birth of a child they worship the goddess
Satvdi and treat frionds and relations to a dinner. On the seventh
a Jangam priest is called to the house, his feet are washed, and
the watoer is sipped by the people of the house. He presents the
new-born child with a ling which he lays on the bed ncar the child’s
head. On the twelfth a party of women are called andthe child
is laid in the cradle and named. No impurity attaches to a woman
on account of child-birth, but women in their monthly sickness are
not touched for three days. They marry their girls before they
come of age and their boys before they aroc twenty-five. Though
Lingdyats in all their observances they ask Brdhman priests to
officiate at their marriages. The Brdhman repeats lucky verses and
the Jangams wait upon tho Brdhman and blow conch-shells. They
allow widow marriage and polygamy, but not polyandry. The
bury their dead in Lingdyat fashion, do not mourn them, and thin
that a death does not make near relations impure. Castepeople
are feasted on the third or fifth day after a death, and the death-day
is marked by a shrdddh ceremony or mind rite. They have a
caste council and theoir headman or shetya settles their caste
digputes in consultation with the caste council or panch. Theysend
their children to school and show a tendency to improve.!

Kunbis are returned as numbering about 304,000 or forty-three
per cent of the district. They are found all over tho district, but in
the western division of Akola are less numerous than Kolis. In caste
they do not differ from Marithds, who are of two classes God
literally sweet or legitimate Mardthés, and Kadu literally sour, also

? Details of Bangar customs are given in the Poona Statistical Account.
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called Akarméshes or one part wanting, that is bastard Mardthés.
Among God Mardthds are some families of high social position who
let their sons but do not let their daughters marry into ordinary
Maritha families. After four or five generations bastard Marithés
are allowed to become sweet or legitimate. The Mardtha names
for men and women do not differ from those used by local
Brdhmans. The men add rdo sdheb and the women add bdi to their
names. All Mardthds have surnames among which perhaps the
most common are Bhonsle, Chora, Dédbhdde, Dhamdere, G4ikvéd,
Ghddge, Hande, J4dhav, Jagdhale, Kdle, Khirsigar, Mhaske,
Modhe, Podval, Povar, Shelke, Sinde, Samvanshe, and Thorat.
As a class Mar4thés are dark, middle-sized, strong, hardy, enduring,
and muscular. Except in the higher families whose women are
veiled or gosha and are generally weak, the women are strong and
hardy like their husbands. They speak Marithi with a broad
accent. Marithds live in better class houses with brick walls
and tiled roofs. Those whose women do mnot appear in public
divide the house into two ; the back part called the jandnkhina is
given entirely to the use of women, and the front called the devds or
vestibule is used by the men. One of the many rooms in the back
part is used as a kitchen. Marathds who hold cstates or jdgirs
and some rich families have houses built at great cost. These fine
houses contain a great number and variety of rooms, kitchens, men’s
and women’s rooms, sleeping rooms, a spacious guest room, a stable
for horses and a shed for cattle is generally attached to the
house, All round the house is a high wall with a large door in
front. The houses of middle-class Mardthds, who do not object to
their women appearing in public, are built with lower brick or mud
walls and tiled or thatched roofs. The floors and walls are fresh
cowdunged every fortnight and the veranda is always swept clean.
The furniture in the house of a rich Mardtha includes tables, chairs,
low stools, bedding, blankets, and carpets with a large stock of
metal vessels, The furniture of middle class houses besides field
tools, includes low stools, blankets, quilts, baskets, cooking vessels, a
grindstone and pin, a hand-mill, a mortar and pestle, and a bed-
stead varying in value from £1 10s. to £3 (Rs. 15-80). The poor
live in one-storeyed houses with mud walls and flat roofs. Tho
houses have generally a front and often a back yard, with a sweet
basil plant in the centre. An ordinary house with room for a family
of five does not cost more than £15 (Rs. 150) to build or 8s. to 12s,
(Rs. 4-6) ayear torent. They employ house servants and own cattle
and pet anmimals, Maréthds are great cators and are provorbially
fond of hot dishes. Besides grain, pulse, fruit, spices, oil, curds, and
butter, they eat fish, fowl, eggs, sheep, gost, hare, deer, and wild hog,
and besides water and milk they drink liquor. They do not eat
flesh except on marriage and other family festivals and on a few
leading holidays as Shimga in March, Dasarain October, and Divals
in November. They sometimes vow to offer an animal to one of
their gods, have it killed by themselves or their servants, and eat the
flesh. They drink liquor stealthily about sunset, for, though drink-
ing is not forbidden, it is considered disrcputable. No Maritha
women drink liquor. The men smoke tobacco in pipes and the
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women sometimes chew tobacco with betel. They eat three meals
a day, at morning, noon, and night. They bathe daily before they
take their midday meal and worship their family gods and the
sweet basil plant before their house. Men dress in a waistcloth, a
shouldercloth, a coat, and a turban. The proper Marétha turban is
light and three-cornered made of twisted breadths of cloth wound
tightly togethor. But most bind the twisted cloth carelessly round
the head and some wear turbans in Mardtha-Brdhman fashion.
They used to wear breeches or {umdns and a long coat falling to tho
ankle, and men in the service of Mardtha chiefs still keep to the old
fashion. The field labourer wears a loincloth or a short waistcloth, a
shirt or smock, a headscarf, and a blanket which he throws across
his shoulders or draws over his head like a hood, and a pair of
sandals. Mardtha women wear a bodice with a back and short
sleeves and a long and full Mardtha robe without passing the skirt
back between tho feet, and draw the upper end over the head using
it to cover the bosom and shoulders and if necessary to veil the face.
The men mark their brows with whito sandal powder, and the women
with vermilion. The men wear a number of ornatnents for the hoad,
car, neck, arm and hand, and the women earrings, a noscring,
wristlots, armlets, and necklaces! Most have a store of clothes for
holiday wear and for great occasions.  As a class Kunbis are humblo,
hardworking, and enduring, simple, temperate, hospitable, fond of
children, kind to strangers, and cruel in revenge. Except with their
creditors, whom they seldom scrople to cheat, they are just and fair in
their dealings. Though frugalin every-day lifo they spend extra-
vagantly on their children’s marriages. As a class they are land-
holders and husbandinen. Some of the higher families are landed
proprietors, deshmukhs, and pdtils. A considerable number hold good

osts in nativo states and a fow in Government employment. The
families of high social position take sorvice or enter the army ; they
never work in the fields. The deshmukhs and thosein servico arc well
off, but tho husbandmen as a class are poor.  They are good husband-
men and understaud the growth of watored and of garden crops.
The uncertainty of the rainfall, the 1876-77 famine, and since then loss
from rats and locusts have kept a large section of the husbandmenina
stato of depression.  Many of them are in debt to Marwaris who leave
them littlo moro than is required for their bare subsistence. They
work in the ficlds from morning to evening taking a short rest at
noon. They go home at sunset, sup, and go to bed. The women
mind the house and help in tho field. The rich rise about six
look after their business or talk till nino, bathe and worship their
gods, breakfast and talk till noon when they dine, rest till two, and
attend to business or pay visits to friends, returning at sunset.
They sup at nine and go to rest about eleven. The women dono
work oxcept in the houso. Husbandmen are busy from June to
January. They rest on the leading Hindu holidays chiefly on the
Bull or Pola feast in August. They rank next to Brdhmans and
traders and above craftsmen and impure classes. They are prover-

1 Details are given in the Poona Statistical Account.
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bially a religious class worshipping all Brdhmanic and local gods, and
showing special reverence for their family gods Devi of Tuljdpur in
the de.}n’g country, Khandoba of Jejuri in Poona, Mahédev, M4ruti,
Rém, Vishnu,and Vithoba. Their priests are local Bréhmans whom
they highly esteem and ask to conduct their marriage and death
ceremonies. They cannot tell whether they are Smérts or Bhégvats.
Their religions and social customs and their fasts and festivals are the
same as those of Poona :Kunbis. One of the chief Nagar village
festivals is the Bull Day or Polain August. They cover the cow-house
with tinsel paper or red paint, tie palas fibre tassels to the tips of the
bullocks’ horns, deck them with flowers, feed them with sugar, bow at
their feet, and rub them with sandal paste,and vermilion,and lay before
them boiled rice. In the evening all the cattle are led to Maruti’s
temﬁle and driven round the temple the headman’s bullocks leading.
High Maritha families keep almost all Brahman ceremonies except
that the texts are repeated in ordinary not in Vedic Sanskrit. They
wear the janava or sacred thread putting it on for the first time on
their marriage day and without any special ceremony. They believe
in witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits. Karly marriage, polygamy,
and widow-marriage aro allowedand practised ; polyandry isunknown.
The higher Maratha families have no rule that a girl must be
married before she comes of age, and they forbid widow marriage.
Among middle and low class Mardthds widow marriage is practised,
but married widows have not the same honor as other married women,
and are never asked to dine at caste feasts. They are bound together
by a strong caste fecling, and scttle social disputes at meetings of
the castemen under some wisc man or elder. Breaches of social
discipline are condoned by fines and caste feasts, and the decisions
are enforced on pain of loss of caste. Some of them send their boys
to school but few of them attach much value to schooling. They
find few openings cxcept tillage and as a class are poor.

Ma'lis, or Gardeners, are rcturned as numbering about 32,600 and
as found all over the district. They secm to have originally been
Marstha-Kunbis who took to gardening and by degrees formed a
separate community. They have four divisions Phul Mélis or flower
growors, Jire M4lis or cumin-seed growors, Haldi Malis or turmeric
growers, and Kécha Milis or cotton-braid weavers. FPhul Mélis are
considered the highest of the four and in Ahmadnagar are allowed
to eat with Marathds. Kéacha and Phal Mdlis dine together, and
Jires and Haldis dine together, but Kéchés and Phuls will not eat
with Jires and Haldis. The names in common use among men and
women are the same as those of Mardtha Kunbis. Their surnames
are Ambeka,r, Anslang, Andrse, Banakar, Bhajane, Bhujbal,
Bhénbarekar, Borade, Chikne, Chipade, Chaure, Chaudhari, Dalave,
Détrange, Gddalkar, Géikavdd, Gholap, Godhale, Guldagade,
Haj4re, Hirve, Jagtéip, Jarad, Kade, K4jale, Kénade, Kante, Kéte,
Khand4re, Kolhe, Koke, Lab4de, Lalb4ge, Ledkar, Lokhande, Ménjar-

udéne, Mehetre, Mule, Parvat, Pirakhe, Phulsundar, Rasél, Riskar,
hinde, Shit4phale, Ténkséli, and Thorat. Persons bearing the same
surname cannot intermarry, but sameness of devak or wedding guar-
dian is no bar to marriage. Their family gods are Bahiroba of Sonéri
and Agadgaum in Ahmadnagar, Devi of Tuljépur in the Nizdm’s
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untry and of Saptashring-in Nésik, and Khandoba of Jejuri im
g)oo?:;.y In look,pfood, dgink, and dress they do not differ from
local Mardtha-Kunbis. Their home tongue is a corrupt Maréthi, and
they livo in onc-storeyed houses with stone or brick walls and tiled,
thatched, or terraced roofs. Their house goods include garden
tools, low stools, cots, blankets, quilts, and metal vessels. They
own cattle and keep pets. They are great eaters and poor cooks,
and their staple food 1s millet bread pulse and vegetables, and they
are fond of hot dishes. Except on fast days they eat any flesh
but beef and pork and the men and a few of the women drink liquor.
They eat matton or fowl on Shimga in March and on Dasara in
October,at the in-gathering, and when the corn is thrashed, winnowed,
and made into aheap. Before it is measured a goat is sacrificed
to please the field guardian that by his favour the corn may not.
measure less than it ought. They cook the flesh of the goat and
eat it. Both men and women chew tobacco with lime and betel and
many men smoke tobacco. The every-day dress of the men is a.
waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a coat, a turban folded irregularly
round the head, and a pair of shoes or sandals.! Women wear the
full-backed bodice and the long Maritha robe without passing the
skirt back betwcen the fect. Both men and women have a stock of
good clothes for holiday wear and a store of ornaments like those
worn by Mardtha-Kunbis, every married woman wears at least a
lucky necklace and toe-rings or jodvts. As a class they are fairly clean,
hardworking, honest, orderly, frugal, and hospitable. They grow
garden produce being much helped by their wives. They are skil-
ful growers of wet and garden crops and add to their income by
selling dairy produce. They live from hand to mouth many of them
being in debt. They rank with Mardtha Kunbis above craftsmen
and impure classes. They worship all Brahmanic and local gods
and keep the usual Hindu fasts and feasts. They have a great
reverence for their family gods and cannot tell whethor they are
Smérts or Bhigvats. Their priests are local Brahmans who conduact
their marriage and death ceremonies. They make yearly offerings
of a goat and a fowl to Mhasoba and Khandoba, and go on
pilgrimage to Benarcs, Jejuriin Poona, Pandharpur in Sholdpur,
and Tuljapur in the Nizdm’s country. They keep images of their
family gods in the house and daily before their morning meal wash
them with watcr, mark them with sandal paste, and deck them with
flowers. They believe in witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits.
Early marriage, polygamy, and widow marriage are allowed and
practised, and polyandry is unknown. On the fifth day after a birth,,
as among Maritha Kunbis, the goddess Satvéi is worshiped and on
the twelfth the child is named and cradled. After child-birth the
mother remains impure for ten days when she is cleansed with
water brought from the house of the Brihman priest. Girls are
married between eight and fifteen, and boys between nine and
twenty-five. They burn their dead and mourn them ten days. The
details of their marriage and death ceremonies do not diger from

1 Phul MAlis wear Mardtha shoes without the flower scrolls on the upper
which almost all other Hindus wear, . pper part
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those observed by Marétha Kunbis. They are bound together by a
strong caste feeling, and settle social disputes at meetings of caste-
men under their headman. At caste feasts the headman is the first
to have his brow rubbed with sandal paste and the first to be pre-
sented with betel. Breaches of social discipline are punished with
fines which take the form of caste-feasts. They send their boys to
school, take to new pursuits, and show a tendency to rise.

Paha’dis, or Hillmen, are returned as numbering twelve and as
found in Kopargaon and Sangamner. Tleir origin is unknown,
and they have no tradition regarding their arrival in the district.
They claim descent from Mardtha Kunbi parents and their names
and surnames and their appearance are the same as those of Mar4tha
Kunbis. Their family gods are Devi of Saptashring in N4sik and
Khandoba of Jejuri in Poona. Their home tongue is Marithi.
They live in wattled cottages thatched with straw, own cattle and
dogs, and keep servants to help in their gardens. They arc bad cooks
and great eaters. They eat flesh and drink liquor and their staplo
food 1s millet bread, pulse, and chopped ¢hillies. They eat three or
four times a day and do not keep the rulo of bathing before eating.
As a rule they dress like Mardtha Kunbis but some wear Deccan
Bréhman turbans. The women wear the Marditha backed bodice
and a robe hanging from the waist to the ankle like a petticoat
without having the skirt drawn back betwoen the feet. As a rule
they are cleaner and neator than Mardtha Kunbis, orderly, honest,
hardworking and hospitable but often given to drink. Their chief
and hercditary calling is growing and sclling vegetables. Someo are
husbandmen and live from hand to mouth. They are skilful garden-
ers and their vegetables are in good demand especially on holidays.
They rank with Marithds but Marathds do not marry with them.
They worship all Kunbi gods and hold their own family gods in

ecial reverence and visit their shrines whenover they can afford it.

heir priest is a Deccan Brihman whom they highly respect and
ask to officiate at marriage and death ceremonics. Thoy have no
house gods but the pious bathe on their family gods’ high days,
faat in the morning, and before eating put on fresh clothes and visit
Méruti’s temple, empty a metal pot of water over the god, mark his
brow with sandal paste, bow before him, and, to wash away their
sins, sip a little of the water which has trickled into the pit at the
god’s feet. They believe in witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits,
and like the local Marstha-Kunbis perform only three ceremonies at
birth, marriage, and death. The chief difference in detail is that,
instead of the Kunbi’s axe, the Pahddis worship a balance and scales
called tardju as the wedding guardian or devak. Polygamy, child
marriage, and widow marriage are allowed and practised, and
polyandry is unkrown. They settle social disputes at meetings
of the caste council and punish breaches of social discipline by fines
which take the form of caste feasts. They send their boys to school
and are a pushing class whose condition is likely to improve.
Rajputs are returned as numbering 2785 and as found all over
the district. They claim descent from the ancient Ksha.trgra or
warrior race and are said to have come into the district from Upper
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India within the last two hundred years. The oldest settlers are sup-

gsed to have come as soldiers in the Moghal armies which overran
the district early in the seventeenth century. Their chief divisions
are Ahirsod, Bais, Choh4n, Gdrdya, and Réjbansi, none of which
either eat together or intermarry. Their home tongue is Hindu-
sténi but out-of-doors they speak Mardthi. Their family deity is
Bhavéni. They live in one-storeyed houses with brick walls and
tiled or flat roofs. They own cattle and keep pets. Besides field tools
their belongings include low stools, blankets, quilts, and metal vessels.
They are good cooks and great eaters. Their staple food is wheat
cake or millet bread, clarified butter, pulse, and vegetables and roots,
except garlic and onions. They eat flesh but never touch liquor.
Unlike the local Marathds they do not buy flesh from butchers, but
have the animals killed either by the mwlla or Musalmén priest
or by themselves. Both men and women dress like Mardthds
cxcept that unmarried girls wear a petticoat and the robe or
pharaki wound round the waist and drawn over the shoulders. Their
women like Musalmdén women do not appear in public. They live
as husbandmen and by taking service in the army and police.
They are clean soldier-like and orderly. Their chief object of
worship is Bhavdni and their priests are Kananj Brahmans. Their
marriage and other ceremonics do not differ from those in use among
Deshasth Brahmans. They have a caste council and settle social
disputes at meotings of castemen. They send their boys to school,
take to new pursuits, and are fairly off.

Craftsmen include twenty-nine classes with a strongth of 63,836
or nine per cent of the Hindu population. The details are :
Akmadnagar Craftsmen.

Division.

DIVISION. Malcs. |Females| Total. || Males. |Females| Total.
Réngdis 15 17 32 || Lonfiris ... 230 270 500
Beldars aeel 214 183 307 .| Mochis ... 6 9 15
Bhadbhunjis ... 14 5 19 !} Namdev Shimpiy 435 309 834
Gavandis 206 210 416 | Niralis ... 615 691 1206
Ghisidis O R 2 106 389 (| Otaris .. L. L 32 39 71
Jain Shimpis ... W 1701 1690 3451 | Pardeshi Ialvais 20 14 34
Jingers e 136 139 274 || Nalis 3081 2875 5956
Katkadis 346 374 720 || Saltangars 134 117 251
Késirs o 1550 1497 3027 i| Sonars .., 4219 3020 8139
Kattais 20 19 30 !l Sutirs .., o 4022 3836 7868
Khatris w190 163 353 || Tambats ... .. .. 261 240 501
gosh‘t,ga %(l) Jz%:; ;73"33 Hretin L 0 L 3664 | 8542 | 7208

umbhirs ... K 068 || Vaddrs .., T . ¢ 3681
Lékheries . e 146 134 279 . 1787
Lingfyat Buruds .., 190 195 385
Lohars o 1959 1843 3802 Total ...| 32,762 | 81,084 | 63,886

Ba'ngdis, or Blankot-weavors, are returned as numbering thirty-
two, and as found in Karjat and Shrigonda. They have no memory
or tradition of any earlier home, Their names and surnames are
the same as those of the local shepherds or Dhangars, Their
home tongue 1s a _corrupt Mardthi, and they are dark,strong, and
robust and like Dhangars in face. They live in one-storeyed houses
with mud walls and terraced roofs,and their house goods include
low stools, quilts, blankets, and metal and earth vessels. When they
are on the move they live in small tents or pdls. They are great
eaters, and their staple food is millet bread, onions, and vegetables,
They eat flesh except beef and pork and drink liquor. Themen dress
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in a waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a blanket, a turban, and a pair of
sandals or shoes ; the women dress in the backed and short-sleeved
Mardtha bodice and the full Mardtha robe without passing the skirt
back between the feet. They are hereditary blanket-weavers. Those
without capital mend old blankets and sell river fish. They live
from hand to mouth. They worship Khandoba, Maridi, Tulja-
Bhavéni, and Pirs or Musalmén saints. They do not keep images of
their gods. When they visit their gods’ temples they throw handfuls of
water at the feet of tho god, bow, and withdraw. Their priests are
local Brdhmans whom they ask to conduct their marriage ceremonies.
They make pilgrimages to Alandi, Benares, Jejuri in Poona, and
Tuljspur in the Nizam’s country. They kecp the regular Hindu
holidays and fast on the lunar elevonths or Ekddashis in every
fortnight,and on Shivrdtra or Shiv’s Night in February. They helieve
in witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits. Early marriage,
polygamy and widow marriage are allowed and practised, and
polyandry is unknown. They perform birth marriage and death
ceremonies with the same dotails as those observed by the local
Dhangars. They have a caste council, and settle social disputes at
meetings of the castemen. Breaches of discipline are punished with
fines which generally take the form of caste feasts. They do not
send their children to school, take to no new pursuits, and are poor.

Belda'rs, or Quarrymen, probably from bel a pickaxe, are returned
as numbering 3Y7 and as found all over the district. They are
divided into Mardtha Belddrs and ’ardeshi Belddrs, who neither eat
together nor intermarry. Mardtha Belddrs do not differ from
Maritha Kunbis in look, food, dress, or customs. The names in
common use among Pardeshi Belddrs are for men Balsing,
Bépusing, Dagadu, Devmani, Harising, Mogh4ji, Panchamsing,
Rémsing, and Tulshirim ; and for women, Bhimi, Chimni, Ganga,
Gomi, Gulaki, Jamni, Lakshmi, Mohani, and Sita. Their surnames
are Bévaru, Chukhalo, Gurade, Hirade, Kathivalve, Kud4vale,
Navale, and Navate; persons bearing the same surname eat together
but do not intermarry. They arc tall, dark, dirty, robust, strong,
hardworking, and quarrelsome. The men shave the head except
the topknot, and the face except the moustache and whiskers ; the
women wear their hair in a back-knot and never use either flowors
or false hair. They speak incorrect Hindust4ni at home and Mar4thi
abroad, and live in dirty clumsy thatched houses. They own asses
and dogs and employ no servants. Their house goods include
low stools, boxes, quilts, blankets, and earthen vessels. They are
great eaters and poor cooks, and their staple food is millet bread,
split pulse, and vegetablos with hot relishes. They eat flesh and fish
especially during their marriage feasts, and drink country liquor and
hemp water or bhdng. Their special holiday dishes are purampolis
or wheat cakes stuffed with boiled pulse and molasses, and shirdpuris
or wheat cakes rolled round boiled wheat flour butter and molasses.
On holidays they bathe in the morning before eating, and rub the
village Mdruti with sandal paste, and lay flowers and food before him.
They offer goats to Marii or Mother Death on Dasara in October and
feast onthe flesh. The men wear a waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a shirt,
a coat, a Mardtha turban, and a pair of shoes or sandals; the women
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dress in a petticoat or lahanga and an open backed bodice, and draw
a coloured sheet across the head and shoulder. Men mark their brows
with sandal paste, and women mark theirs with vermilion. Both men
and women have a spare holiday dress and a store of ornaments like
those kept by Kunbis. Every married woman wears daily the lucky
necklace or mangalsutra and toe-rings or jodwis. They are hereditary
quarrymen and some contract to mend roads or to ballast railways.
The women and girls mind the house and do not help the men out:
of doors. The men rise at six and quarry till noon when they go
home and dine. They go back to work at two, return at sunset,
sup, and retire for the night. The women eat when the men
have eaten, clean the kitchen, and go to rest at ten. The men earn
good wages during the fair scason, but they are idle during most of
the rains, and, as they are an unthrifty class, the bulk of them are in
debt. They rank below Kunbis and above the impure classes. A
family of five spends £1 10s. to £2 (Rs. 15-20) a month, a house
costs £5 to £10 (Rs. 50-100) to build, a birth costs 4s. to 6s. (Rs. 2-3),
a marriage £2 10s. to £5 (Rs. 25-50), and a death 14s.t016s. (Rs. 7-8).
They worship the ordinary Brdhmanic gods, have house images of
Devi of Tuljdpur, of Khandoba of Jejari in Poona, and of Maridi,
and koep all Hindu fasts and feasts. Their priests are local
Brdhmans whom they ask to conduct their marriage and death
ceremonies. They worship the local gods Mahddev, Mdruti, and
Vithoba of Pandharpur, and make pilgrimages to Alandi, Benares,
Jejuri, and Tuljdpur. They keep the Nuvrdtra foast which ends in
Dasara in October and fast on Shiv’s Night or Shivrdtra in February.
They believe in witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits. Of the
sixteen Bréhmanic sacraments or sanskdrs they keep only birth,
hair-clipping, marriage, and death. The details do not differ from
those observed by Kunbis. On the fifth day after a birth they
worship Satvdi or Mother Sixth, and name the child on the twelfth.
The mother remains impure for six weeks after a birth when she puts
on new glass bangles and is pure. Tho Brahman priest chooses a lucky
name for the child,and the mother’sfemale friends and relations repeat
it in the child’s car while they cradle it. Between the second and
the fifth year the child’s hair is clipped for the first time. On a lucky
day the child is scated on its maternal uncle’s knee and its head is
shaved by the village barber. A goat is slaughtered in the name of
Satvdi and the castepeople are feasted on the flesh of the victim.!
Boys are married between four and twenty-five, and girls between
three and fifteen. They bury their dead and mourn ten days.
They offer no rice balls to the crows, the mourners do not shave
the moustache, and they hold no mind feast or shrdddha at the
end of the year. The caste people are feasted on boiled mutton on
the twelfth day, and, when the dinner is over, his friends and
relations present the chicf mourner with a turban. Pardeshi
Beldérs have a caste council and settle social disputes at caste
meetings. They do not send their children to school or take to
new pursuits. ')I7'hey show no signs of rising.

3 Fuller details of Belddr customs are given in the Poona Statistical Account.
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Bhadbhunja's, or Grain-Parchers, are returned as numbering
nineteen and as found in the town of Ahmadnagar only. They
belong to Upper India, and have come into the district in
search of work during the last sixty or seventy years. The names
in common use among men and women are the same as among
Rajputs from whom they do not differ in look, dress, food, or drink.
They live in one-storeyed houses with walls of mud and stone, and
tiled or flat roofs, and they speak a correct Hindusténi both at home
and abroad. As a class they are dirty, hardworking, orderly, frugal,
and hospitable. They are parchers and sellers of parched grain
and pulse, and are poor living from hand to mouth. They are
Smérts and worship the images of Bahiroba, Devi, and Khandoba.
They make pilgrimages to Alandi, Benares, Pandharpurin Sholépur,
and Tuljépur in the Nizdm’s country, worship all local gods, and keep
all Hindu fasts and feasts. Their priestis a Pardeshi or Kanauj
Bréhman whom they ask to conduct their marriage and death
ceremonies. Child-marriage, polygamy, and widow-marriage are
allowed and practised, and their customs are the same as those of the
Bhadbhunjés of Poona. Women are held impure for twelve days
after a birth and their chidren are named on the evening of the
twelfth. They do not worship Satvdi. Boys are married between
sixteen and thirty, and girls between twelve and sixteen. They burn
their dead and mourn nine days if women and ten if men. Persons
dying of small-pox are usually buried. On the thirteenth the chief
mourner treats the caste people to a dinner and they subscribe and
give him a turban. Social disputes are settled by the caste. They
do not send their children to school and they take to no new pursuits.
They are a falling class.

Gavandis and Pa’'tharvats, or Masons and Stone-dressers, are
returned as numbering 416, and as found in all sub-divisions except
Nevdsa. They have no tradition of their origin or of thoir settling
in Nagar. They seem to be Mardtha-Kunbis whose special occupation
has formed them into a separate community. The names in common
use among men are Dhondi, Gydnu, Gopiéla, Liakshman, Rénu, and
Sakhdrdm ; and among women, Bhégirthi, Bhigu, Chandrabhiga,
Chimni, Kdshi, Lakshmi, Revu, T4i, and Yamni. Their surnames
are Bhonpale, Ghinte, Kanake, Kese, Ketkar, Pedvdn, R4jén,
Réjpure, Sindivdn, and Sitole. Persons with the same surname
cannot intermarry. Their family gods are Devi of Tuljdpur,
Khandoba of Jejuri ncar Poona, and Vyankatesh of Tirupati in
North Arkot. They have two divisions Gavandis and Patharvats,
who eat together bat do not intermarry. As a class they aro dark
strong and well made like Kunbis. Both at home and out of doors
they speak Mar4thi with a br_ad accent, and live in dirty one-storeyed
houses with walls of mud or stone and tiled roofs. Their house
goods include low stools and metal and earthen vessels. They own
cattle but keep neither pets nor servants. They are great eaters and
bad cooks, their staple ¥ood being Indian millet bread, pulse, and
vegetables. Their dainties include hot dishes and stuffed cakes
c&ﬁzd polis, rice flour cooked in water and cocoamilk and mixed with
molasses called gulvani, and fried rice cakes or felchis, with sour
dishes, The elders bathe daily, and mark their house gods with
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sandal and lay flowers before them before sitting to their morning
meal. They allow flesh except beef and pork and country liquor on
special occasions. Some eat opium, drink and smoke hemp, and chew
tobacco. The men shave the head except the top-knot and the fage
except the eyebrows, moustache, and whiskers which they donot even
clip. The women wear their hair in a back-knot but use neither flowers
nor false hair. The men dress in a loincloth or waistcloth, a shoulder-
cloth or pdsodi, a shirt or smock called bands, a Marétha turban, and
sandals or shoes. The women dress in a Mardtha robe hanging like
a petticoat from the waist to the ankles with the skirt passed back
between the feet and fastened to the waistband, and a bodice with a
back and long sleeves. Both men and women wear ornaments like
those worn by local Kunbis. They have no separate clothes for special
ceremonics. As a class they are dirty, but honest, hardworking,
orderly, thrifty, and hospitable. Their chiof hereditary calling is
working in stone or earth, hewing stone, and building walls and
houses, ponds, and wells. They also till land. Their monthly earnings
vary from 10s. to £1 10s. (Rs. 5-15) ahcad. They live from hand to
mouth. The women mind the house and help the men in the field.
During the fair season their services are in good demand and they
are well paid, but they spend more than their means and many of
them are in debt. They rise aut dawn and work till noon, when they
go home dine and rest till two. They work again from two till sunses,
whon they go home, sup, and retire for the night. They never stop
work because of holidays or of a marriage or a death. Boys of ten
begin to work under their father’s cyc and are skilful workmen by
eightecn. They rank with local Kunbis. A family of five spends
£1 4s. to £1 6s. (Rs.12-13) a month. A house costs £5 to £10
(Rs. 50-100) to build. Their house goods are worth 10s. to £8
(Rs. 5-30) ; a birth costs 6s. to £1 4s. (Rs. 3-12), a marriage £2 to £10
(Rs.20-100), a girl’s coming of age £1 to £210s. (Rs.10-25), and a
death 10s. to £1 (Rs.5-10). They are a religious people,
worshipping their family gods, Mahddov, Mdruti, and Vithoba of
Pandharpur in Sholdpur, and visiting Alandi, Paithan, Pandharpur,
Tuljipur, and other sacred places. Their pricst is a local Bréhman
who conducts their marriage and death ceremonies. 'They keop all
Hindu holidays and fasts like the Kunbis, and their religious teacher
is either a bairdgi or ascetic or a man of their own or of some high
caste who regularly visits the shrine of Vithoba at Pandharpur and
is called Pandharicha Vikrkarithe Periodical Pilgrim of Pandharpur.
They believe in witchcraft soothsaying and sorcery, and perform birth,
hair-clipping, marriage, puberty, and death ceremonies with the same
details as the local Kunbis. Early marriage, polygamy, and widow
marriage are allowed and practised, and polyandry is unknown.
Before a marriage married women from the bride’s and the bride-
groom’s go to the potter’s, present him with uncooked food anda
bodice, take an eart J)Ot’ cover the mouth with a flat lid or welns,
whitewash the pot and the lid, and leave them at a neighbour’s. A
married couple, with the hems of their garments tied together and a
white sheet held over their heads, walk to the place with music, and
take the earth pot with the lid to the house of the bride, lay it
on wheat heaped on the ground in front of the family gods,
and as devak or marriage guardian mark it with sandal paste,
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and lay before it flowers, dressed food, and betel. They then repeat
each other’s name and the knot in their garments is untied. They
mourn the dead ten days. On the tenth the chief mourner has his
face shaved except the eyebrows, makes ready ten flour balls on the
bank of a river, sets three of them on three small cakes, lays sandal
te vermilion and flowers before them, and performs the service
with the same details as Kunbis. On the thirteenth castepeople are
feasted. The chief mourner is not presented with a mourning suite,
but he washes the dead man’s turban, puts it on, and visits Mdruti’s
temple with friends and relations. They are bound together by a
strong caste feeling and settle social disputes at caste meetings.
Breaches of rules are punished with fines which generally take the
form of caste feasts. '}:hey send their boys to school, but do not take
to new pursuits. They are fairly off.

Ghisa'dis, or Wandering Blacksmiths, are returned as numbering
389 and as found in all sub-divisions except Akola, Kopargaon,
Réhuri, Sangamner, and Shrigonda. Their traditional ancestor and
name-giver is said to have been called (thisddi because he knew the
ghissa pench a special grip in wrestling and beat a great gymnaat.
They have no memory of any earlier home, but the Gujaréti of their
home speech shows that they were formerly settled in Gujarét.
They move from place to place in search of work. The names in
common use among men are Amrita, Dagadu, Ganu, Mah4lu, Pédndu,
Réma, Tukdrim, and Yithu; and among women Rakhma, Rangu,
Santi, Sita, Téhni, and Thaku. Their commonest surnames are
Chavén, Khetri, Padavalkar, Pavdr, Sdlunke, Seldr, Shindo, and
Survansi. Their home tongue is a dialect of Gujardti and out-of-
doors they speak a corrupt Mardathi. Their family god is Kalk4i.
They are divided into Ghis4dis proper and Bastard or Kadu Ghis4dis,
who eat together but do not intermarry. The men shave the head
except the topknot, but neither shave nor clip the beard on pain of
loss of caste. Thoy are rogular-featured and well made like Kunbis
but darker and taller. They live in one-storeyed houses with walls
of brick and mud, and tiled or thatched roofs, some live in wattled
huts and others in tents or pdls. Their house goods include earth
vessels and blankets and they own huffaloes and bullocks and make
pets of asses and dogs. They are great eaters and poor cooks, their
staple food being rice, millet bread, pulse sauce, and vegetables.
Hot dishes and sweet cakes stuffed with boiled pulse and molasses
with meat are among their dainties. As a rule they ncither batho
nor perform religious rites before taking their morning meal.  Like
local Kunbis they eat all kinds of animal food except beef and pork,
drink liquor and hemp, smoke hemp and tobacco, and eat opiam.
The women eat flesh but touch neither stimulants nor narcotics.
They tie their hair into a back-knot or plait it into braids without
using flowers or false hair. They are fond of gay colours. The men
dress in a pair of short drawers called mdnd cholna, a loincloth or
a waistcloth, a shouldercloth, a smock or bandi, a Mardtha turban,
and a pair of shoes or sandals. The married women wear the Marétha
bodice with a back and short sleeves and the full robe, but, except
girls, without passing the skirt back between the feet. They wear
the ankle chains called sdnkhlis, the nosering called nath, and the
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necklace called galsari. Both men and women have some good
clothes in store and their ornaments are made in Kunbi fashion. As
a class they are dirty, but hardworking, orderly, honest, thrifty, and
hospitable. They are wandering blacksmiths and tinkers ; none 9f
them till land or work as labourers or beggars. They work from six
or seven in the morning to eight-or nine at night except a short
interval for dinner at noon. The women mind the house and help
the men in their work by blowing the bellows. Their calling is well
paid and they are fairly off. Their only holiday is Dasara in
September-October, when they lay flowers and sandal paste before
their tools in the name of their family goddess Kélkdi. They rank
with Kunbis and above the impure classes. A family of five spends
16s. to £1 10s. (Rs. 8-15) a month. A house costs £2 10s. to £5
(Rs. 25.50) to build, their house goods are worth 10s. to £5
(Rs. 5-50), a birth costs 10s. to £1 10s. (Rs. 5-15), a marriage £5 to
£30 (Rs. 50-300), and a death £1 to £2 10s. (Rs. 10-25). They are
a religious people, worshipping Devi of Tuljdpur, Ganpati, Khandoba
of Jejuri mm Poona, Méruti, and other Bridhmanic gods, and
asking Brdhman priests to conduct their marriages. They reverence
Brdhmans as a class and keep all Hindu holidays and fasts
like local Kunbis. They make pilgrimages to Pandharpur in
Sholdpur and to Tuljdpur in the Nizdm’s country and believe in
witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits. Of the sixteen Hindu
ceremonies or sanskdrs they perform onmly four, birth, marriage,
puberty, and death. Early marriage polygamy and widow marriage
are allowed and practised, and polyandry is unknown. The women
mark their brows with vermilion daily, and the men mark theirs
with sandal paste when they bathe. On the fifth day after the birth
of a child, an image of Satvéi is worshipped in Kunbi fashion, and the
child is named and cradled on the seventh or ninth by female friends
and relations who are asked to dine at the house. The mother keeps
her room and is held impure for forty days. Onthe day before the
marriage the god-pleasing or devakdrya is performed, when their
marriage guardian or devak, the leaves of the mango, umbar Ficus
glomerata, jimbhul Syzigium jambolanum, ssundad Prosopis
spicegera, and rui Calatropis gigantea, are laid in a dining dish with
a sword on them, and taken to the templo of the village Mdruti with
music and a band of friends by two married pairs one from the
bride’s and the other from the bridegroom’s whose skirts are tied
together. They are again brought back and laid before the house-
gods until the ccremony is ended. The family gods are worshipped
with the customary offerings, a goator a sheep is slain in their
name, and the caste people are feasted. All the rites connected
with marriage, before and after the guardian worship, are the same
as among local Kunbis, and the caste people are treated to &
dinner at the houses of the pair, or uncooked food is sent to their
houses. When a girl comes of age she sits apart for four days and
i8 bathed on the fifth, when her female friends and relations meet
at her house, dress her in a new robe and bodice, and fill her lap
with rice and a cocoanut. They mourn their dead twelve days,
burying the unmarried and burning the married after the Kunbi
custom. The son or other chief mourner gets his face clean shaved
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except the eyebrows either on the tenth or twelfth without
requiring the services of a Brdhman priest, and on the thirteenth
treats the castepeople to a dinner of stuffed cakes or puranpolis
and rice with split pulse. 'The death-day is marked by a mind-rite
or shrdddh and the dead are remembered in the Mahdlya or
All Soul’s Fortnight in dark Bhddrapad or September, on the day
which corresponds to the death-day. They are bound together by a
strong caste feoling,and settle socialdisputes at meetings of castemen.
Breaches of rules are punished by fines which generally take the form
of caste feasts, and a free pardon is granted to those who submis.
They send their boys below twelve to school and begin to train them
as blacksmiths whon thoy are twelve. They do not take to new
pursuits, are contented with their daily earnings, and show no sign
of improving their position.

Jain Shimpis, or Tailors, arc returned as numbering 8451and as
found in small numbers all over the district. They have no memory
of any former settlement. They claim to belong to the Shatval
division of Jains, and seem to have come into the district from Méarwar
in search of work, though when they came is not kmown. Their
fairer skins and more refined manners distinguish them from the
local Kunbis and craftsmen ; they have many Kunbi customs and
ways, but signs remain which support their claim to have a strain
of Kshatrya blood. Their names and surnames do not differ from
those of the local Kunbis, and,as among Kunbis, persons with the same
surname cannot intermarry. All belong to the Rukhum family
stock & name which does not appear among the family stocks of
any other caste in the district. They speak Margthi both at home and
out of doors. Their family god is Parasndth but they also worship
the Brdhmanic gods Mahddev, Vishnu, and Vithoba. They have no
divisions, and in look, food, drink, and dress, do not differ from
local Brdhmans. They smoke hemp flower and tobacco and
abstain from animal food and spirituous liquors. They live in
one-storeyed houses like those of middle-class Hindus, with mud and
stone walls, and tiled or thatched roofs, the veranda or front part
being used as the shop. Unlike Kunbis they neither cook in nor
drink from earthen pots. Thoy are moderate eaters and good cooks.
They eat modaks or rice cakes stuffed with cocoa scrapings and
molasseson Ganerhchaturthi or Ganpati’sFourth in August-September,
wheat cakes stuffed with boiled pulse and molasses or polis on
Divali in October, and rice cakes or divasas on the thirtieth or
no-moon day of Kdrtik or October. As a rule they are clean,
hardworking, orderly, and hospitable but proverbial cheats. They
are u class of hereditary tailors and dress-makers. They take
to no new pursuits and some who own sewing machines are well
off. The rich deal in cloth for coats and shirts and have regular
shops. None are husbandmen, house servants, or labourers. They
rise at six and work in their shops till noon, return home, bathe,
and worship their house-gods dine and rest, at two they go to
their shops, come home at eight, wash their hands and feet, sup and
retire for the night. The women and girls above ten mind the
house and help the men in their sewing. Boys above ten act as
apprentices to their father and work under his eye. Their trade
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is always brisk, especially during the marriage seasons. - They
almost never close their shops. Though their calling is well paid
their earnings hardly meet their expenses and they often spend
more than they can afford. A family of five spends 16s. to
£1 10s. (Rs. 8-15) a month. A house costs £7 10s. to £50 (Rs. 75-
500) to build, and their house goods are worth £2 10s. to £15
(Rs. 25 - 150), a birth costs 10s. to £1 10s. (Rs. 5-15), a marriage
£10 to £100 (Rs.100 - 1000), and a death £1 to £2 10s, (Rs. 10 - 25).
"They rank below Brdhmans and above Kunbis. They are religious
and their family god is Pérasndth whom they worship daily with
flowers and sandal paste in their houses and at the time of thread-
girding, but at no other ceremony. They belong to the Digambar or
sky-clad Jains, that is worshippers of naked gods who are also called
Digambars, or to the Shatvdl division of Jains. They are not strict
Jains and practise many Brdhmanic customs, worship all the local
Brahmanic gods, and keep the regular Brahman rites. Their priest
is a village Joshi who conducts all their ceremonies except thread-
girding, which they perform in the presence of their family god
Pérasnath without theaidof apriest. They make pilgrimages to Girnér
in South Kiathidwér, to Kantagiri in Sirpur, to Jejuri in Poona,
to Tuljdpur in the Nizdw’s country, and to Pandharpur in Sholépur.
Thoy keep all the Jain festivals Akshatritiya in May, Bhddrapad
Panchami in  August-September, and Nirvdn-chaturdashi in
Neptomber, and fast from vegetables on the second, fifth, eighth,
cleventh, and fourteenth of every Mindu fortnight besides on the
Brihman fasts. Theiv religious teacher is Vishélkirt the head of the
Jain religious house at Latur near Bérsi in Sholdpur. He never
marries, and gives veligious instruction to all his Shimpi followers
above five years who make him yearly cash payments. He is
succeoded by his favourite disciple. They believe in witcheraft,
soothsaying, and evil spirits. Karly marriage and polygamy are
allowed and practised, and widow marriage is forbidden on pain of
loss of caste. They perform the thread-girding after the Jain fashion,
and birth, marriage, puberty, and death ceremonies after the Brahman
faghion. The child is bathed as soon as it is born and its mother is
given a mixture of pounded nim leaves and kdt bol catechu mized with
gum myrrh.  For the first five days the mother is fed on rice and
clarified butter. On the night of the fifth a stone rolling pin or
paravanta is dressed in a child’s hood or kunchi, set on a stone slab or
pdta covered with a yellow cloth, and worshipped by the eldest man in
the house in the name of Satvéi with coils of thread, redlead, turmeric
paste, vermilion, pomegranate flowers, five dates, and half cocoanuts;
frankincense and lights are burnt before it sometimes for twelve days.
On the floor of the lying-in room, where the mother’s head and feet
rest when she lics down, two figures of Bali Rdja are marked with
wheat flour, and betel is laid before the stone slab. The mother
and child are impure for twelve days. Girls are named on the
twelfth and boys on the thirteenth, when turmeric paste and
vermilion with betel and sugar are served to the women guests.
They name and cradle the child and are dismissed with handfuls of
ghugri or wheat and gram boiled together. The midwife waits on
the mother for twelve days. Her services are rewarded with a robe
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or bodice, glass bangles worth 3d. (2 as.), and the rice and cocoanuts
which are daily used in filling the mother’s lap. Boys are girt with
the sacred thread before they are twelve. Before the thread-girding
the ﬁarents visit P4rasnéth’s temple, lay flowers on the image, and
five kinds of fruit, cow’s milk, cocoanut, cloves, betel, and a piece
of silver or of copper, and the father girds the boy with the sacred
thread or jdnava, the people present repeating Jain texts. Not
less than five caste people are fed and the girding is over. Girlsare
married between eight and fifteen, and boys between ten and twenty-
five. Marriage proposals come from the boy’s parents and the
betrothal takes place on the first lucky day after the parents of the
boy and the girl agree. At the girl’s the Brahman priest lays

flowers and sandal paste beforo the Brahménic gods Ganpati and .

Varun the god of water, and the father of the boy marks the girl’s
brow with vermilion and presents her with a packet of sugar and
ag rich ornaments as he can afford. A day or two before the lucky
day fixed by the Brdhman priest for the marriage, five married
women of the boy’s family take turmeric powder which the boy has
mixed with water to the girl’s with music and friends. They make
the girl sit on a low stool in a square of wheat flour, rub her with
turmeric while the musicians play, bathe her in warm water, fill
her lap with rice cocoanut and betel, and dress her in a new robe and
bodice. They bring back what is left of the turmeric to the boy’s,
where women, some belonging to the boy’s and some to the girl’s,
rab him with it and bathe him in warm water from five pots, and
dress him in & turmeric stained white sheet. Both at the boy’s and
at the girl’s a flat-lidded earthen pot, with a cotton thread coiled
round its neck, is whitowashed and coloured red and green, and set
on aheap of wheat in a winnowing fan or sup. Before this pot, which
is the house of tho devak or wedding guardian, a man and woman
of the family set flowers and coloured powder, and leave the fan
before the imago of the house god. Part of the turmeric paste is
distributed among friends and relations as an invitation to the
marriage. After dinner the girl’s father goes to the boy’s with
music and friends. He takesa horse for him to ride and presents him
with a waistcloth, a shouldercloth, and a turban. The bridegroom is
dressed and all go to the girl’s attended by music and friends and
relations. The bridegroom’s sister follows his horse carrying on her
head a metal pot full of water. The bride's mother meets the bride-
groomatthe entrance to the booth, and red riceon leaf plates are waved
round him and thrown away as an offering to evil spirits. He walks
in and the pair are bathed and dressed in silk cloths or pitdmbars.
They stand opposite each other on low stools with a curtain held
between them. The maternal uncles of both stand behind them ;
the priest repeats texts and at the lucky momeunt claps his hands, the
musicians raise a blast of noise, and red Indian milletis thrown over
the pair. Betel leaves and nuts are handed round and the guests
withdraw. Then follows the daughter-giving or kanydddn. The
priest passes a thread round the necks of the pairso as to make it
twenty-one fold, the girl’s father puts money into the girl’s folded
hends which are placed above the boy’s hands, and the priest pours
water over the money receiving double the offering from the boy’s
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father. The father-in-law presents his son with metal pots and a
silk cloth or mugta, and the marriage wristlets are tied to the right
wrist of the bridegroom and the left wrist of the bride, who throw
fried rice or lihis mixed with clarified butter, honey, sesamum, and
barley into the sacred fire, which the priest has lit on the marriage

altar or bahule. The pair eat from the same dish and their marriage

coronets or bishings are taken offand not again puton till the jhdl or

handing ceremony before they leave the bride’s house. Next day the

women of thebridegroom’s family meet at the bride’s with music and

friends and bathe the couple. The bridegroom’s partyis asked to dine

by the bride’s people and the caste is feasted on stuffed cakes or polis.

Next comes the sunmukh or seeing the daughter-in-law’s face. * The

bride’s mother leads the bridegroom’s mother overwhite sheetsor pdy

ghadis which are spread by the village washerman. The bride and

bridegroom arescated on thebridegroom’s mother’slap who puts sugar
into the bride’s mouth and for the first time looksat her face. On the

third day tho bridegroom’s party ave treated to a dinner of staffed cakes

or puranpolis, and at a lucky hour the jhdl or handing ceremony
is performed, when the bride is formally consigned to the care of the
bridegroom’s parents,and the bridegroom,taking his bride with himon
horseback, goes to hishouse attended by musicandacompauy of friends
and relations. At tho house the marriage guardians are worshipped
withrice, betel is handed among the guests, and the ceremony is over.

When a girl comes of age she remains impure for three days and is
seated in a wooden framo or makhar. On the fourth she is bathed and
fed on sweet food ; her brow is marked with vermilion, and hor lap
filled with rice, cocoanut, and five kinds of fruit with betel loaves and
nuts. Neighbour women are asked to the house and are dismissed
with presents of turmeric and betel. On the sixteenth day, or on
some lucky day before the sixteenth, the girl and her husband are
seated on a square marked with lines of wheat-flour and the priest fills
her lap with rice, cocoanut, turmeric root, five kinds of fruit,and betel.
The boy and girl are presented with suits of clothes by their fathers-
in-law and from that day the girl goes to live with her husband.
The ceremony cnds with a dinner to the caste or to ive married
women. They mourn their dead ten days and burn them with the
same observances us local Brahmans. When the body is burnt they
bathe in the nearest water, each takes a small branch of the nim
tree and follows the chief mourner to his house where a pot filled
with water and ashes is placed at the entrance. They all throw
about a quantity of the ashes, wash their hands, sit for a while, and
go home, where they again bathe and are clean. Next day they
gather the ashes of the dead, unless the next day is a Saturday or a
Sunday which are unlucky for bone-gathering. The ashes of the
dead are thrown into the river or put in & pot and buried on the
river bank to be purified and sent to some sacred place or holy
water. The spotwhere the body was buried is washed with water
and the five cow gifts. On the tenth they go to the river, prepare an
altar or ofa, wash it, and set on it three small earthen pots or
bolakis with their mouths covered with small cakes or ddmtis, and
having before them balls of rice or pinds offered to crows. The
Brédhman priest is presented with an umbrella, & pair of shoes, metal
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vessels, and money in the name of the dead. On the twelfth the
caste people meet at the house of the dead and purify the house
people by sprinkling them with water mixed with sandal-powder.
On the thirteenth day the friends and relations are feasted in the
name of the dead, and the dead are remembered on their death day
by a shrdddh or mind-rite, and on the day corresponding to the
death-day in the Mahdlaya Paksha or All Soul’s Fortnight in dark
Bhddrapad or September. They are bound together by a strong
caste feeling and settle sociul disputes at meetings of adult caste-
men. Breaches of discipline are punished by fines which generally
take the form of caste feasts and the decisions are enforced on pain
of loss of caste. They send their boys to school till they are twelve
to fourteen and their girls till they are eight to ten. They take to
new pursuits and show signs of improving.

Jingars, or Saddle-makers, are returned as numbering 274 and as
found scattered in small numbers in all sub-divisions of the district.
They say they have passed many gencrations in the district, and
in look, house, food, drink, dress, and character they do not differ
from the Jingars of Poona! Many of them are goldsmiths,
coppersmiths, tailors, and husbandmen, as working in leather is held
in contempt by Bréhmans and Kunbis. Their callings are well
paid, but they spend more than they ought in marriages and are
badly off. Their religious and social customs arc the same as those
of Poona Jingars.

Kaika'dis are returned as numbering 730 and as found in small
numbers all over the district. Their origin is unknown and they have
no memory of former settlements. The names in common use among
men are Bahiru, Bapu, Bhuja, D4ji, Ganu, Govind, Jijydba, Malhén,
Ménya, Ndiku, Sakhdrdm, Satvya, and Sidya; and among women
Bhégu, Chimn4i, Dhanu, Dhondu, Gajdi, Gangu, Konddi, Manjula,
Saku, Satvai, and Vithdi. Their surnames are Dine, Ditar4i,
Dyagiri, Hyanasare, Idgale, Jalamsa, Kiade, Kdysare, Kumarii
Lode, Madansar, Mudhune, M4nki, Neri, Patti, Shamdire, Tirkale,
Utalsaspatal, and Valsade. Their clan or kul names are Jédhav,
Madhavant, and Povir. Sameness of clan name but not samencss of
surname bars marriage. Theirhome tongue is Telugu and out-of-doors
they speak a corrupt Mardthi. They are of five divisions, Borivéle,
Kunchevdle, Kdmathi or Lélbajdrvdle, Mskadvile, and Viibase.
The last or Vdibase are a settled class and look down on the others,
Kunchevéldsorbrush-makers and Mékadvélas or monkey-men wander
from placo to place, the Kuchevélds making brushesfor Salisand other
weavers and the Méskadvélds owning and training monkeys. Kéméthi
Kaikddis, basket-makers and courtezans, are the largest class of
Kaikédis in the district. Borivdles and Véibases are seldom seen.
As a class Kaikédis are dark, thin, middle-sized, and strong, and live
in wattled huts, or in small tents called pdls when they are on
the move. Some of them live in huts with walls of brick and straw
frames covered with leaves and open to the sky. They are great

- Details are given in the Poona Statistical Account.

Chapter IIL
Population,

CRAFTSMEN,
Jain Shimpis.

Jingars,

Kaikddis,



Chapter III.

Population.
CRAFTEMEN,
Kaikddia.

[Bombay Gazetteer,
104 DISTRICTS.

eaters and poor cooks, and their staple food is millet bread, pulse,
chopped chillies or chatni, and vegetables. Their special dishes
include wheat-flour cakes . stuffed with boiled pulse'and molasses,
fried rice cakes or telchis eaten with gulavni or boiled rice flour
mixed with molasses. Caste feasts form part of their marriage
festivities. They bathe before their morning meal only on holidays
and fasts; on other days they have no objection to eat without
bathing. Except on their holidays and fasts the men and a few
of the women eat flesh, drink country liquor, and smoke tobacco.
They offer flesh to all their gods except Ganpati, Mahddev, and
Méruti. The men wear a waistcloth or loincloth, a shouldercloth, a
shirt, and a Maritha turban. The women dress in a bodice with a
back and short sleeves and the long Mardtha robe without drawing
the skirt back between the feet ; they cover the head and bosom
with the upper end of the robe. They tie their hair into a back-
knot, but neither use flowers nor false hair. The men’s ornaments
are ear-rings or bhikbdlis and waist-ornaments or katdords, and the
women’s nose-rings or naths, necklaces, and ear-rings or bugdis.
Men mark their brows with sandal paste and married women with
vermilion. Married women always wear the lucky necklace or
mangalsutra, and toe-rings or jodvis, and tattoo the corners of the eye
and their hands and feet with sweet basil or tulsi leaves, a lotus, or
the lucky cross called nandi, and lucky words as Shriram Jayrdim,
Jayjayrdm. Asa class they are dirty, humble, honest, hardworking,
orderly, and kind to strangers and friends, They are hereditary
basket makers. The women mind the house and are skilful wicker
workers. The boys and girls begin to work about cight and by ten
are of much use to their parents. Thoy work from sunrise to
sunset with a short interval at noon for food and rest. They even
work at night, but their work is poorly paid, and, especially during
the rains, they are sometimes pinched for food. They suffered severely
during the 1876 famine as during and for somo time after the famine
the demand for their baskets was very slack. Some have lately taken
to tillage. They rank below husbandmon and above the impure
classes. A family of five spends 10s. to 12s. (Rs. 5 -6) a month, a
marriage costs £2 to £3 (Rs.20-380), and a death 6s. to 10s.(Rs.3-5).
Besides all local and boundary gods they worship Bahiroba,
Bhavéni, Maridi, Phirangdi, Tukai, and Yamfi whose images they
keepin their houses with the masks or tdks of their married ancestors.
‘When they bathe they mark the mwasks with sandal paste, and
lay flowers and cooked food before them. They ask local Bréhmans
to conduct their marriages. Their worship of the local gods
consists of pouring a handful of water at the door of the temple. They"
almost never go on pilgrimage. They keep Dasara in September and
Divdliin October and fast on every lunar eleventh or ekadasi. They
believe in witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits. Of the sixteen
Hindu sacraments they kee(f three, birth marriage and death. Child
marriage polygamy and widow marriage are allowed and practised,
and polyandry is unknown. On the birth of a child, a bath-water
pit or ndhnt 1s dug in the lying-in room, the child’s navel cord is
cut, the mother and babe are bathed and laid on a quilt or vdkal as
they are too poor to buy a cot. The navel cord is buried outside of
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the house, and the child sucks one end of a rag soaked ina cup
of water mixed with molasses. The mother begins to suckle the
child on the fourth. She is fed withrice for the first four days and
for the first twelve days her whole body from the shoulders down is
daily bathed. Hor impurity lasts forty days during which she is not
allowed to worship the house-gods or to fast. On the fifth day two
embossed figures of Satvdiare laid in a winnowing fan with the
halves of a cocoanut at their feet. In the evening the mother lays
turmeric powder, vermilion, and flowers and burns frankinceuse
before them, offers them a packet of betel loaves with nuts, waves
a wheat flour lamp round them, and sets it hefore them. 'L'he
house owner kills a goat in her honour, and the flesh is boiled
and offered to the goddess and eaten with cakes by the mother
friends and relations. A lamp is not lighted every day in the
lying-in room. On the seventh the bathwater pit or ndhni is
worshipped with flowers turmeric and vermilion, and friends and
relations are feasted on wheat cakes or -muthakydis and on rice mixed
with oil and molasses. On the eleventh the mother worships Mother
Sixth or Satvédi outside of the house with flowers vermilion and
food, bows before her with the child in her arms, and gocs home.
They do not namo the child on any fixed day. They wait till
a Brdhman chances to call at the house, he asks when the child was
born, looks up his tables or panching, and gives it a name ; betel is
served to friends and relations and the naming is over. Boys are
married between five and twenty, and girls between three and
fifteen. Their marriage season is the same as the local Kunbis’
marriage-season. When tho parents of both the boy and girl approve
of the match, the Brdhman priest names a lucky day for the marriage.
At the house of each, two married women lay a turmeric root and a
betelnut in a piece of cloth and tie them at the mouth of the
grind-stone or jdte, grind turmeric at it, and prepare the powder
or rubbing on the boy and girl. The god-pleasing is the same as
among Kunbis. A day or two before the marriage the boy and girl,
each at their own house, are rubbed with turmeric paste by married
women, amidst the blowing of country pipes and the beating of
drums. The bridegroom is taken to the brido’s village and seated
at Méruti’s temple, where the bride’s father visits him and presents
him with a waistcloth and a turban. The marriage takes place usnally
about sunset. The bridegroom is seated on horseback and taken to
the bride’s with music and friends. The Mhdrs often stop the way
until the bridegoom pays them 3d.to 6d. (Re. 4-}). Cocoanuts are
broken to please the boundary spirits. When the bridegroom
reaches the bride’s the pair are made to stand on two dining dishes
facing each other, with a curtain drawn between them and held ab
both ends by Brihman priests. A priest repeats verses and
men and women throw millet over the pair. At the lucky moment
the cartain is drawn aside and the pair are husband and wife. They
are seated face to face and pieces of thread are passed round the necks
of each by the priest. He then takes the threads off, twists then} into
wristlets called lagna kankans, and passes them round the wrist of
the bridegroom and of the bride. The priest lights the sacred fire and
the couple throw grain into it. Friends and relations are treated to a
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dinner of fried cakes or telchisand boiled rice flour mixed with molasses
called gulavani. This ends the first day of marriage. Next day the
bridegroom is taken out of the village and brought back with music
and friends to the bride. The pair are again rubbed with turmeric
and bathed in warm water. Friends and relations are feasted on
fried cakes and boiled rice-flour mixed with molasses. The couple
are taken to the bridegroom’s with drums and pipes, and followed
by friends. They take off each others’ thread wristlets and the
ceremony is over. They burn their grown dead and bury youths
and children. They mourn ten daysand perform the same” death
rites as Kunbis, except that they never leave a burning lamp on the
spot where the dead breathed his last. They are bound together
by a strong caste feeling and settle social disputes at meetings of
adult castemen. Breaches of social discipline are punished with fines
which generally tako the form of casto feasts. They do not send
their children to school and take to no new pursuits. They are a
poor class with little chance of rising.

Ka’'sa'rs, or Brass-makers, are returned as numbering 8027 and
found scattered all over the district. In look, food, dress and
character they resemble the Kdsdrs of Poona, and their social
and religious customs are the same as those of the Bogérs of Kénara
and the Késérs of Bijdpur.! They are both makers and sellers of
lac bangles, and dcalers in copper and brass vessels which they
make themselves. . Their calling is well paid and they are fairly off.

Kumbha'rs, or Potters, are returned as numbering 6068 and as
found all over the district. They claim to be Mardthds. The names
in use for men and women and some of their surnames are the samo
as those of Mardtha Kunbis. These surnames are Buddhivén,
Devtrdse, Divate, Jddhav, Jagdale, Jorvekar, Lonkar, Sinde,
Végchaure, and Vagma4re. Sameness of surnameisa bar to marriage.
Their family gods are Bahiroba of Son4ri in Ahmadnagar, Devi of
Tuljépur in the Nizdm’s country, and Khandoba of Jejuri in Poona.
They have no divisions. They hold aloof from food and marriage
connection with Bélde, Bhonde, Hatghade, L4dbhuje, and Pardeshi
Kumbhdrs., Their home tongue is a corrupt Marsthi spoken with a
broad accent like that of the Mardthds. They are dark, strong,
middle-sized, and well made. They live in houses like those of
Marstha Kunbis one or two storeys high with walls of brick or mud
and tiled or flat roofs. Their house goods include, besides tools, low
stools, blankets,quilts,and metal and earthen vessels. They own cattle
and asses and sometimes ponies or dogs. They keep no servants.
They are great eaters and poor cooks and their staple food is millet
bread pulse and vegotables. They eat flesh except beef and pork and
drink liquor. The men shave the head except the top-knot and the
face except the eyebrows, moustache, and whiskers, Women tie their
hair into a back-knot and use neither flowers nor false hair. Both men
and women dress like Mardtha Kunbis and have a store of good clothes
and ornaments for their special ceremonies. Men mark their brows

! Fuller detasils are given in the Bijspur Statistical Account,,
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with sandal paste as soon as they bathe, and married women mark
theirs every day with vermilion, and put on a necklace and toe-rings
called jodvis. Asa class they are rather dirty, humble, hardworking,
honest, orderly, frugal, and kind to strangers. They are hereditary
tters and tile makers and are fairly paid in grain by the villagers in
return for the pots which they supply at weddings. They work from
morning to sunset with a short break at noon for food and rest,
return home at dark, sup, and go to bed. The women and children
help the men. Their business is brisk during the fair months,
except that they stop work on all Hindu holidays. They rank next
to Mardtha Kunbis and above the impure classes. They worship all
Bréhmanic gods and keep all Hindu fasts and feasts. Their priest
is a village Joshi whom they ask to conduct their marriage and
death ceremonies. They make pilgrimages to Alandi, Benares,
Jejuri in Poona and Tuljdpur in the Nizdm’s country, and believe in
witcheraft, soothsaying, and evil spirits. Harly marriage, widow
marriage, and polygamy are allowed and practised, and polyandry is
unknown. They worship the goddess Satvdi on the fifth night
after the birth of a child and name the child on the twelfth. The
mother is held impure for ten days, and bathed on the eleventh and
urified with water and sweet basil leaves. They marry their boys
etween fifteen and twenty-five and their girlsbetweon five and fifteen.
They burn the dead and mourn ten days. Their religious and social
customs do not differ from those of Mardtha Kunbis. They havea
caste council and settle social disputes at meetings of adult castemen.
They have no headman. Breaches of social discipline are punished b
fines which generally take the form of caste foasts in which they drin
profusely at the cost of the wrong doer. They send their boys to
school, take to new pursuits, and show a capacity for improving.
Kattais, or Leather-workers, are returncd as numbering thirty-
nine, and as found in Nevédsa, Réhuri, Sangamner, and Shevgaon.
They claim descent from Rohidds Chambhdr the great worshipper of
Vithoba of Pandharpur. They are old settlers and have no memory
or tradition of ancarlier home. Their customs are almost entirely local,
but the use of sing at the end of men’s names suggests that they
are of Upper Indian origin. The names in common use among men
are Bhénsin