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LIVY

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTORY.

Tirvs Livius Paravisvs—owing this last name to
TS Tiaving been born at Patavium (Ladun)—was one
of that Dbrillianf eivéle 0T authors who lighted the
court of Augustus.  Iis birth may e fixed with most
probability in 59 B.c., the year in which Julius Casar
and Bibulus were consuls.  Horace would thus be his
senior by about five years, and Virgil ten ; and al- -
though his name is not mentioned by cither poet, he
was probably well acquainted with both.  Though «yf}
provincial origin, as were nearly all the great Roman
writers, he came of a family which had in its day
given consuls to Rome ; and his native city, in which
his own particular hranch of it had settled, was ono of
the most important in Ttaly. 1lis original profession
was most probably that of a professor of rhetoric: a
vocation not only popular and respectable, but often
Lighly luerative, if the professor could et his lectures
well attended. We know nothing of his first intro-
A.C.8.8., vol. 1. A
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L]

duction to the capital ; but, if we may trust his‘ton-
temporary, Horace, literary ability of any kind was a
ready passport to the acquaintance of some of the great
men about Augustus’ court, and through them to the
emperor himself.  Some such introduction was at

31’10{!5!', cffected ; for he mentions in the carly part of his

history, very simply and as though it were quite an
ordinary event, his having accompanied Augustus into
the temple of Jupiter Feretrins, and heard him read
the old inscriptions there*  Some degree of intimacy

+seems also to be implied by the ancedote recorded by

the historian Tacitus,t that Livy Tind expressed such a
warm admiration of the character of Pompey, the un-
suecesstul opponent of the first Ciesar; that Augustus
used good - humouredly to call him a_“Pompeyite,”
without allowing the fact of this predilection for his
unele’s great rival to interfere in any way with their
friendship. Tt is said that he even had apartments
assigned him in the impevial palace.

It may very prolably have been in aceordance with
some sugeestion from Angnstus himself) orsome of the
able ministers who were in his confidence, that he first
turned his attention from rhetorie to history. A crowd
ot small authors, eager to meet the tastes of a patron
who was himself an anthor—-though he had the good
sense to burn his tragedies instead of pnblishing them
- were busy writing on the recent civil wars.  The
great emperor—let his undefined position be so termed,
in default of any other word to express it—was always
anxious to magnify the historic glories of Rome.  Ae

* Bookiv. chap, 20, + Tac. Annals, iv, 34,
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* in ethat interest he had made Virgil an epic poct
almost against his will, so we may cailcewo he recog-
nised in the eloquent rhetorician all the capacities of
a court historian,  There can ho no doubt, at least, that
the author of the “Annals of Rome’ had the hearty
concurrence of Augustus in the great work which ho
undertook.  That he must have had f{ree access to
public doeuments and records is evident from the ref-
erences and quotations in the body of his history.
Without such facilities it could never have been writ-
ten, and to have obtained them implies much more
intimate relations with the existing authorities than
wonld be aecessarily the ease in our move liberal days.
Another proof that he enjoyed some degree of intimacy
with the family of the Cwsars may be found in the
statement of Suetonius, that it was at his suggestion
that young Claudius Nero, the step-son of Augustus
and future emperor, began the study of history.  On
this slight gronnd some of his biographers have built
a theory that the cducation of the young prince had
been intrusted to him.

Such biographies of him as are extant—notably that
by his own townsman, (iiacomo Tomasini, bishop of
Citta Nuova—are utterly untrustworthy in their de-
tails.  All that we know of his private life is that he
was certainly married, and Thad at least one son and
ono daughter.  The latter hecame the wife of Magius
or Magirns, who is said by the elder Sencca to have
owed his fame as a rhetorician rather to the merits of
diis father-in-law than to his own. So widespread,
indeed, was the reputation of the great historian even
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during his life, that ]__’lir_l‘yﬂ_r‘elates, in one of his leers, o
the fact of a man having once made a journey all
the way from Cadiz merely to gratify himself with a
sight of him, If we want to see how biographies
¢row, we have only to read the amplification of this
fact, if fact it be, by such a respectable writer as St
Jerome : “Weo read,” says he (and he must mean in
Pliny), % that to drink of the rich stream of eloquence
which flowed from Livy there came sundry men of
noble birth from the most distant parts of Spain—{rom
Cadiz—and from Gaul: and men whom the sight of
Rome itselt had failed to attract, were drawn thither by
the fame of a single individual.  That generation saw a
wonder, unheard of in any age, and ever to be remem-
bered, that visitors entered such a city, and yet were
sceking something beside and beyond it * Livy re-
twrned to end his days in his native town, where he
died at the age of seventy-one.

”vbﬂ‘-oﬂmu thirteen centuries after his death, the good
citizens of Padua thought they had discovered his
bones.  First of all, in 1360, a tablet was dug up
within the monastery of St Justina, hearing an inscrip-
tion in which certainly occurred the name of T. Livius,
and which was at once associated with the great his-
torian.  Then, about fifty years afterwards, in digging
the foundations of some new buildings, the workmen
camo upon an ancient pavement, and below it a leaden
cist enclosing human bones,  The older monks pro-
nounced this to be the very place where the monumen-
tal tablet had previously been found ; and, there coull

* 8. Hicron, Fpist. 53,
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*be Mo doubt, these were the homes of Livy. Creat
honour was paid to them, and a costly monument
crected at the public expense.  Dut in one respect the
citizens were ungrateful : they made a present of tho
bone of the right arm—-the arm which had written the
immortal < Annals’—to Alphonso “the Magnanimous,”
King of Arragon and the Two Sicilies ; whose succes-
sors (for he died before it veached him) had it enclosed
in a rich shrine. The whole romanee, however, which
had gathered round the great anthor’s bones, was dissi-
pated by the same relentless modern erviticism which
has sinee dealt so hardly with the earlier portions of his
“Ammals” Under competent examination, the abbrevia-
tions on the monumental tablet- -and therefore probably
the bones—were found to belong to a slave who had
received his freedom, had in consequence taken the
name of hix master, whicl, happened to be  Livius,”
and had subsequently risen to some distinetion in the
city.

Besides his great historiealwork, Livy wrote (probably
at an carlier period) eertain Dialogues and treatises on
philosophy, of which we know nothing beyond their
mention by Sencea. The ¢ Annals,” which alone havo
reached us, and these in a sadly mutilated shape, con-
tained in their entirety the history of Rome from its
mﬁiﬂ&h down to within a few years of the Christian
cra.  Of the hundruland forty-two ¢ hooks” to which ;
the work 0‘(t9n<1('(] wé have now but thuty five, aud | g
of these some were recovered only in the sixtcenth

ecentury.  Pope Gregory I is said to have ordered all
the copies of the “Annals’ on which he could lay
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hands to be hurnt, hecause of the many superstitfous
stories they contained ; and the same is said to have
been done by Gregory VII. Considering the character
of the legends which the Roman Church of those days
adopted forits own, these zealous precautions may seem
somewhat inconsistent.  Thero is a fanciful kind of di-
vision of the books into “decades,” or sets of ten each,
—an arrangement due probably to the early editors
~ rather than to the author.  We have the first, third,
and fourth of theso dccades cntin-, with half of the_
,llfﬁl, and a few fragments of the others.  Unhappily,
the Tost portion, as containing the later and more au-
thentic history of the Roman people, and more espe-
cially of the period with which the writer was contem-
porary, is that we should have most wished to see.
Lord Bolinghrole said that he would willingly give up
all wo have for what we have not ; but this is not, after
all, a very remarkablo concession, sinco the missing
books are more than thrice as many as their survivors,
Dr Amold’s valuation is more just: he says that wo
mgllf afford to give up “cvery line of Livy’s history
that wo at present possess, if we could so purchase the
recovery of tho eighth and ninth decades only, which
contained the history of the Ttalian War, and the
Civil War of Marius and Sylla.”  Gibbon goes so far
ag to say that he would readily sacrifice the works of
& good many ancient authors which we possess, for
Livy’s history of the sixty years between a.v.c. 663
and 723.  From time to time scholars have heen tan-
talised with hopes of recovering the lost manuseriptsy
and reports of their existence—often in the most un-
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*likely quarters,  Buried in dust in the hbrary of the
ignorant and jealous monks of Mount Athos, whence
the great Colhert had an idea of sending “ two frigates
under Maltese colours to feteh them ”—hidden in the
seraglio of the Grand Turk—in the island of Chios—
in St Columba's monastery at Tona,—the lost treasure
was heard of, but never found. At one time a com-
plete manuscript was € daily expeeted from the Is-
curial ;7 at another, it was said to have actually
“arrived in Dublin.”  Onee, it is said, ““a page of
the second decade was found by a man of letters in
the parehment of his battledore, while he was anusing
himselt in the country. Ie hastened to the maker
of the Dattledore, but arrived too late; the man
had finished the last page of Livy—-about a weck
hefore 17 *

So voluminous a work was not given to the public
all at onee by its author. "'he Roman annalist, like so
many of his modern successors, scems to have pub-
lished & volume at a time. The first deeade was
written and issued at Rome probably between s.c. 27
and 20, at the same time that Virgil was writing his

Sneid. But the later books, as is clear from the
last events they record, could not have been finished
until some twenty yemrs afterwards.  Their contents
are fortunately known to us by means of epitomes, the
work of some unknown compiler of earm)os-
sibly not much later than the original historian—
which have survived, though the books of which they

Jorm the summary have perished. There are some

* Disraeli, Cur. of Lit,
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intervals of Roman history for which these dry s¥ele-
tons remain as our sole authorities.

It has been remarked as unfortunate that such
fragments as we have of Livy’s great work form by no
means the most valuable portion.  The first decade
contains the history of 460 ycars—from the founda-
tion of Iome to her subjugation of her warlike neigh-
bours the Samnites.  How far myth supplies the
Place of history throughout the whole of this period is
a qguestion still under debate by scholars.  DBut the
old faith which believed in Romulus and Remus as
undoubtedly as in Antony and Angustus has at least
departed Iong ago.  Critical students have recognised
the fact that for all this long period we have abso-
Iutely nothing like contemporary authority.  Livy made
full use, as might be expeeted, and as he distinetly
asserts, of the works of previous anunalists and histo-
vians.  But all theso were of comparatively recent
date.  Quintus Fabius Pictor, the earliest Roman his-
torian of whom we have any mention, and Cincius
Alimentus, yyere both alive during tho Sccond Punie
War, and these are the most ancient authorities to
whom Livy vefers. There is therefore no trace of con-
temporary history for the first five centuries of Rome.
'Elm ¢ Origines” of Cato the Elder, the History of M.
Acilius Glabrio, and the ¢ Annals” of Calpurnius Piso
Zto all of which Livy makes reference—wero still
moro modern compilations.  So that in the carly his-
tory of Rome, wo have not only to take into account
the tendency to the marvellous and the mythical which
is the characteristic of all chroniclers in the infaney of
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* o n8tional literature, but also the still more embarrass-
ing faet that Romo seems to have had, for those five
Lundred years, no written history at all, in our modern
sense of the word.

There were, however, certain public rocords from
which Fabins and Cincius, and othcr writers, may o
supposed to have drawn their information.  There
were the “ Annals)” as they were called, in which the
Pontifex Maximus set down the chicf avents of cacl
;V«:.i‘r' There were the Commont.m.t or notes of
events, kept in the waered e m]lww% of pmmﬂq and
augwrs, and those of the (‘mmrs which appear to
Thave been carefully preserved in Y their respective fami-
lics,  There were, again, cerfain registers written on
Vuew ((ihri linted), preserved in the temple of Juno,
Monefa on tho ( ‘apitol, which gave at least the names
of the conwuls and other Jbublie ofticers for the year,
and which Livy himself quutu more than onee, though
at sccond-hand.  DBut sueh vecords, even allowing
them to have heen correetly kept as to the suceession of
magistrates and the leading events of cach year—laws
passed, treaties made, and even vietories won—could
not, from their very nature, enter into those details
of person, and circumstance, and motive, which tho
historian requires in order to make his narrativo
readable,  The ¢ Anpales Maximi’ of the pontiffs
which Aulus Gellius had scen were, he assures us,
very jejune and dry, and far from pleasant reading.*
There comes in again another difficulty as to the au-
¢henticity of even these dry bones of history them-

* Aul. Gell. i 28, v. 377.
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selves,—that both Livy and other writers distin8tly
tate that when Rome was burnt by the Gauls, most
of these public records perished in the conﬂa"mmon 5
so that Fabius Pictor and his successors would not
have had even these authoritics to work from—autho-
rities which, however meagre, wonld be trustworthy
so far as they went.  Probably the Romans would not
boe slow to repair such destruction in the only way
they could; by substituting new records more or less
imaginary.  As onr own monastic bodies in England
could always produce charters of the earliest date,
though admitting in their own chronicles that the
whole contents of their monastery had been burnt by
the Danes; so an unbroken list of consuls, dictators,
and censors was drawn up, from whatever sources, in
the reign of Augustus or Tiberius, and js still O\LQW
in a qomuvlnt mutilated condition, as the ‘ Fasti
dl)ltUhnl
Besides these official records, materials for history
would be at hand in the copies of treaties made with
neighbouring states, which were in most cases engraved
on brazen plates or pillars, and kept for safe custody
in the temples ; as well as in the laws passed from
time to time, which were cngraved and preserved in
the same way. DBut of these, again, Livy says that
many wero destroyed in the burning of the ecity.
iven in cases whero they still existed, there are, un-
fortunately, many indications that he was too little
sensible of their value, and too negligent in consulting
them.  Other sources from which the early historian
of Rome might draw very tempting but not very trust-
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“worlhy information, for the biographical part of his
wor]\, would be the funeml omt‘ons pronounced over
of thelr ancestors, LOPILS of \vhu,h were religiously pre-
served in their families, and in the commemorative
inscriptions on the statues of deceased heroes. DBut
the latter, as Livy himsclf admits,* were often noto-
riously false.  Dr Arnold pronounces them “the mnost
unserupulous in falsehood of auy pretended records of
facts that the world has yet scen.” + Indecd, if we bear
in mind the character of our old-{ashioned funeral ser-
mons and evitaphs, or a more modern French funeral
“oration,” we may judge how far this kind of biogra-
phical record is likely to contribute to the strict facts
of history. More to be depended upon, in their spirit
if ot in their details, would bo the ancient chants_
and ]'xys preserved from gge to age in the national |
memory, even if not committed in every case to
writing, and recited or sung at religious festivals and at
private banquets. That such was the Roman custom
may be gathered from many allusions in Roman
writers; but how carly the production of such his-
torical lays may have been, is quite uncertain. Nie-
buhr considers that they form a large portion of filo
substructure of such carly Roman history as we have.
He thinks that he cap trace distinet poems on the
adventures of Romulus, the rule of Tullus Hostilius,
the combat of the Horatii with the Curiatii, the de-
struction of Alba, the story of the Tarquins, the hattle
of the Lako Regillus, the exploits of Coriolanus, and

* Book viii. chap. 34, 40. + Hist. of Rome, iii. 373.
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other romantic episodes of Roman history; an® he
cven claims to have detected in the pages of Livy
fragments of the old metrical diction.*  Such investi-
wations must always be more or less fanciful; yet
there can be no reasonable doubt but that the exploits
of national heroes were worked into song at a very
carly period by the Romans as well as by other nations ;
and they must have had some share, and perhaps a
largo share, in the making of national history. Al-
though this carly poetry has wholly perished (as has
been the fate, no doubt, of much traditional literaturo
of this kind inall nations), there are fragments still pre-
served of metrical annals of a later date. Tnnius, who
lived nearly two centuries hefore Livy, \\'mtoorl
hooks of ¢ Annals” in verse ; and it is not likely that
his was the first attempt at a metrical chroniele.
Nothing remains of his wprk but a few lines pre-
served here and there in the pages of other writers ;
but Livy must have seen it, and Nichuhr thinks
he was indebted to it for his ¢History of the
Kings.”

It has heen urged, on the other hand, that it is all
but incredible that a people like the Romans, extend-
ing as they did so widely, even in those earlier times,
their rale and their commerce, should for so many
years have possessed no - contenporary and .authentie
history. Tt is possible, of course, that Fabius and
Piso may have had access to chronicles which were

* It is seareely necessary to remind the English reader that

Lord Macaulay strongly supports Nicbuhr's view, and has
nmade it the foundation of his ¢ Lays of Ancient Rome.’
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" aft@®wards lost; and as their own works have perished,
we have no means of ascertaining what opportunities
they enjoyed, or to what authorities they may have
referred.  There may have been au earlier historical
literaturo known to them, though not to Livy. Dut
it must be confessed that the whole of his_account of,
the Seven Kings 0{, L.ome voads vather liko a series ot
Tomantic Iwunds tlmn a record of actual cvents; and
only as such can it reasonably be accepted.  We may
fairly say of this portion of his ¢ Anmals’ what he says
himself of the times before the toundation of Rome--
that “ they had more of the embellishments of fable -
than of the simplicity of fact.”  Aad it may he strongly
suspected that what he here asserts of antecedent tra-
ditions he would have admitted to be true of such
traditions as ho has cmbodied in his work. 1t is not
hkely that the age of Iegend came to a close, and the
age of history began, ab a date exactly coinciding with
the building of Rome.  What amount of fact is em-
balmed in the pleasant fable—for that some sub-
stratum of fuct there is cannot reazonably he doubted
—is a question which has furnished, and will pro-
Lably continue to furnish, discussion for more learned
and ambitions volumes than ours.

The form into which Livy has thrown his work—
th:tt(:.:f-,\gmals, naming the public oflicers and record-
ing the events of cach succeeding year—was probably
adopted from his predecessors, but is very incon-
venient. It interrupts awkwardly the continuous
sfory of a campaign or of a great political revolution,
and is a source to the reader of Lewilderment rather
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than of assistance. Fspecially does it scem unstited’
to the author's puturegquc and somewhat diffuse
style, which suffers much in its general effect from
these constant formal interruptions. The annalistic
method will not be followed in these pages; and
only such dates are inserted as seemed of special
importance.



CITAPTER 1L
ROME UNDER ITS SEVEN KINGS.

(ROOK 1. .Cy 753 500

It has been already said that these ¢Annals’ hegin
with the foundation of the city of Rome. 'The author

adopts—Tie could scarcely do otherwise—-the eurrent.

legend of /Eneas having Ied a colony of Trojans into
Latium, the fated end of his wanderings after his
eseape from Troy.  The bglief in this old heroie de-
scent, true or false, was too strong in the Roman
mind for any writer of national listory to venturo
upon questioning it, even had historical eriticism heen
understood in those times. 1t was seriously referred
to, from time to time, in public acts and documents.
Augustus himself encouraged it as a point of national
pride 5 acute and philosophical historians like Sallust
—to use Sallust’s own words-—“aceepted” it. It is
not necessary to examipe too closely into the private
and personal belief of cither historian in this national
pedigree, any more than into lis personal faith in the
national theology. Livy’s own expression when he
introduces the story—*“satis constat "—does not neces-
sarily mean more than “it is universally admitted.”
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e tock the tale as he found it.  IIe was by no nfeans
prepared, as all our modern historians are, with a
plausible theory of his own which should sift, or inter-
pret, or altogether explode, the popular story ; and the
public for whom he was writing would have been very
far from appreciating his work if he had propounded
any theories of the kind.

The beginuing of this history, then, iy, in fact, a
continuation of the .Tneid, and searcely professes to
he more historical. We have the landing in Ttaly of
Fneas and his Trojans 3 his marriage with Lavinia,
daughter of Tatinus the king ; and his foundation of a
city called Lavinium, after her name. Here, indeed,
Livy gives his readers the choice hetween two of the
current Iegends ¢ either this marriage was the result of
an amicable arrangement between the intrader and
tho natives, or the hand of the princess and the parti-
tion of the kingdom were the prizes of a vietorious
Dattle fought by Jneas against the king.  We have
wlso, as Virgil gives us, the attempt of Turnus, the
young king of the Rutulans, to exact vengeance for the
loss of Lavinia, who had alveady been aflianced to him,
his appeal for aid to the powerful Etruseans, and his
defeat and death in battle.  And liere the historian
vives us the fulfilment of those foreboding words which
the poet has put into the mouth of his hevo when he
is bidding farewell to his young son before he goes to

_this his last vietory,—
“ Learn of thy father to be great—
Of others to be fortunate,” *

* Virgil, .o, xii. 433.



ROME UNDER ITS SEVEN KINGS. 17

In timt battlo on the banks of the Numicius the great
Tnod::m_ says our Nistorian, and was buried there ;
(hsappv.ucd in some mysterious fashion, said another
and more popular legend, adapting itself to that pas-
sionate hero-worship which, as in the case of the
Dritons and Arthur, would not admit any such com
mon circumstance as death,

The widowed Lavinia is said to have ruled the new
Lingdom during the infaney of her son Aseanius ; {fory
in these pages, it is she who is the mother of the young
chief, and not the unhappy Creusa.  All goes on
happily under hier government 5 the warlihe Ftruseans
have been reduced to quiet, and consent to let the
Tiber be the boundary between them and the new
Latin kingdom, whose prosperity is so great that
Ascanius, when he grows to manhood, Teads part of its
increasing population to found a new settlement under
the Alban Hills, which hd calls Alba Longa (“the
Tong White Town”). There reigned, according to
the story, a succession of kings ealled Silvii, from
Silvius the son of Asc:unu\ from whom in course of
time spring Romulus and Remus, the founders of
Rome.

Tor as the historian did not dream of questioning
the traditional descent from Troy, still less would he
have run counter to the national hoast that the Romans
were the sons of the war-god and the nurslings of the
she-wolf. Sowe have given us in full detail the legend
of the Twins, sons of the god Mars by the mortal
princess, Rhea Silvia, who had been condemned by an
usurping uncle to perpetual virginity ; the Twins who

A.C.8.8., vol. 1. B
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escape the doom pronounced by the usurper when he
hears of their birth—

“The children to the Tiber,
The mother to the tomh”—

who are suckled by tho wolf and found by the shep-
herd, who live by robbing the robbers, whom their
old grandfather Numitor recognises by their noble
bearing, and who slay the usurper Amulius, and re-
store the kingdom to its rightful heir. Did any one
doubt the story ¥ Was there not, as our author points
out, the fig-tree called Ruminalis yet standing, under
which the Twins were suckled?  And was there not,
ho might have added, tho famous statue of the wolf
and her nurslings, set up under that fig-tree, still to
bo seen?®  Such memorials were far more to the
Roman taste than any amount of historical criticism.
So Romulus and Remus,’ continues the legend, pro-
ceeded to build their new city ; but the brothers
quarrelled, and the younger fell by the elder's hand.
And Romulus went on with his work alone, and
called it from his own name, Rome. Dut the circuit
which in his ambition he had enclosed within his new
walls proved too large for his present colony, and he
opened an “asylum,” to which he invited all the reck-
less and discontented spirits in the neighbouring tribes.
So the town was at last filled with citizens; and
tomulus chose a scnato of a hundred elders, and for

* Erccted out of the fines levied on usurers (Liv. x. 69), It
is not certain whether the ficure of the wolf now shown in the
Palazzo do’ Conservatori at Rome is the same or not.



ROME UNDER ITS SEVEN KINGS. 19

‘his ®wn greater dignity assumed (from the Etruscans,
as our author thinks) tho ivory curule chair,” and the
white robe with the purple border, and the twelve
“lictors” to attend him in state, bearing the rods and
axes in token of executive power—the well-known
emblems which ever after accompanied the sovereignty
of Rome.

Dut the new popnlation, as might be expected from
the manner in which 1t had been got together, was defi-
cient in the matter of wives; and this deficiency the
neighbouring tribes were by no means willing to sup-
ply. Upon which the Romans had recourse to a strata-
gem which reads very much like a piece of the actual
history of a rude age. It is an almost exact repetition
of tho raid of the men of Benjamin at Shiloh. Romu-
lus proclaimed a festival ; and when the daughters of
the Sabines came to see, af a given signal —fﬁc—s}ﬁ;ﬁlﬁ
Vs:gx_ze('l and carried off to become the wives of the
Romans. The outrage is said to have aroused, as it
well might, the wrath not only of the Sabines, but of
other neighbouring tribes, against this lawless young
community. But when these latter marched their
forces against him, Romulus defeated them all in sue-
cession, slaying and stripping with his own hand the
chief of the Cwainans (Acro, Plutarch tells us, was his
name), and solemnly offering the spoils in the temple
of Jupiter on the Capitol—the first of those spolia
opimn, as they were afterwards called, won by one
general from the person of another. The Sabines
proved a more formidable enemy. They had actually
forced their way into Rome, and a ficrce conflict within



20 LIVY.

the walls was being waged with doubtful suceess, ‘whern
the captured women—already reconciled to their com-
pulsory Dbridegrooms—rushed between the lines, and
entreated their fathers and husbands not to shed each
other’s blood. The result was not only peace, but a
fusion of the two peoples ; and in compliment to their
new friends, the Romans took the additional name of
Quirites, from the Sabine town of Cures or Quiris; =
and it was agreed that the nation should form three
tribes,~—the Rammnenses, taking its name from Romu-
lus; the Titienses, from Tatius, king of the Sabines ;
while for the third, the Luceres, Livy can find no
derivation.

The rest of this first Book contains the history, or
rather the series of legends which passed for history, of
LRome under its seven kings, Romulus, after reducing to
subjection the neighbouring towns of Fidenw and Veii,
disappeared in a violent storm, said the popular fable,
and was seen no more upon earth.  Some would have
it, says the historian, that he was made away with—
“torn limb from limh”—Dby the scenate, with whom
he was never popular, although the darling of the
army. e was succeeded by Numa Pompilins, a
Sabine from Cures, T the law- maker of the new common-
wv:xltll,_:\s Tomulus had been its conquering hero.
Tle was the Alfred of Roman history, civilising his
rude subjects, reforming their ealendar, and dividing
the country into cantons,  Ilis reign of forty-three
years was purely peaceful —a Tiew age of gold. To
i sueceeded Tullus Hostilius, who reduced A‘lm
the mother-city of Lume, into subjection to the younger
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but etronger power. To this war belongs the pictur-
esque legend of the combat between the three brothers
on each side—the Horatii for the lomans, and Curiatii
on the Alban side—with the fatal blow given by the
one surviving IMoratius to his sister, when, instead of
welcoming him after his victory, she meets him with
tears of regret for her lover whom he has slain.

The rasing to the ground of the walls of Alba, when
its whole popuhtxon has been tmnsphntod to the
younger city after the victory, is told in Lwys best.
style, though we must suppose that he is indebted,
at least for the details, Lo his own imagination,

“Then the legions were marched up to rase the city.
When they entered the gates; there was none of the tumult,
or panic which is wont to be seen in captured towns, where
the gates have been forced, or the walls hreached by batter-
ing-rams, or the citadel taken by storm 3 when the shouts
of the encemy are loud, and the rush of armed troops
throngh the city lays everything waste with fite and
sword, But a gloomy silence, and a sorrow that found
no voice, so overwhelmed the hearts of ally that for very
tevror they forgot what they meant to carry away and
what to leave behind ; losing all presence of mind, they
kept questioning ench other, now standing idly in their
doorwayy, now wandering helplessly through their houses,
which they knew they should never see again. But when
the shouts of the monuted gmard, who were ordering
them to quit, eame nearer, and they hc ard the crash of the
buildings which were diready being pulled down in the
outer quarters of the town, and saw the dust rising from
distant points, and filling the whole place as it were with
an overshadowing clond—then, snatching up and cerrying
off cach what camne first to hand, they made their way out,
leaving their hearths and houschold alturs, and the roof
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under which they had been born and brought up, and £1led-
the roads with a continuous stream of emigrants.  The sight
of cach other’s mi~ery renewed their tears; and piteous
were the wailings heard, especially from the women, as they
passed the temples they so venerated, now surrounded with
guards of soldiers, and left, as it seemed, their very gods
in captivity. When all the Alban population had quitted
the place, the Romans levelled to the ground every build-
ing, public and private, and gave to utter destruction in
a single hour the work of four hundred years, the time
during which Alba had stood. Only the temples of the
gods were left untouched, for such had been the king’s
command.”—(i. 29.)

The fourth king was Ancus Martius—Iless warlike
than Romulus, less peaceful than Numa, ~ Under him
the Aventine hill was included within the walls, and
the Janiculum thrown out on the morthern bank of
the Tiber, and successful wars with the neighbouring
tribes marked the still gxowm(r power of Rome.

And now there comes in, according to the legends
which the historian followed, a new dynasty of kings,
and for the first time the annals of Greece and Rome
aro brought for a moment into connection. The story
of the Tarquins, as Livy tells it, is briefly this: One
Dennmtuq, a Corinthian, had emigrated during a
political revolution and settled at Tarquinii. His son
Lucumo had married an Etruscan wife of high family
and imperious spirit; and she could not bear to sce
her husband looked down upon as a foreigner and an
alien. She persuaded him to remove to Rome—
“amongst a new peoplo energy and merit must make
their way:” and an omen—an eagle which took off
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her kushand’s cap and replaced it, as they entercd the
city gates—confirmed her advice. In the course of
time King Ancus died ; and though he left two sons,
Lucumo (or Luciug Tarquinius, as the new Roman
citizen now called himself), '11re1dy popular owing to
his wealth and his gracious manners, was elected king.

The new reign was prosperous; the old enemies of
Rome, the Latins and Sabines, were successfully held in
check ; the cavalry forco of the state was strengthened,
the city walls completed, and those great public sewers
which are even now the wonder of all beholders
were begun. But the disappointed sons of Ancus had
bided their time, and they slew the foreigner. Their
father’s sceptre, however, passed into other hands, A
boy had been brought up in the house of Tarquinius,
the son of a slave mother, on whose head while sleep-
ing lambent flames had been seen to play.  Tanaquil’s

divining eyes saw in tho pI‘Odl“y an intimation of his
future eminence : his abilities as ho grew up confirmed
it, and he had become their son-in-law. To him
Tanaquil appealed after her husband’s assassination ;
and they concealed his actual death from the people
until the son-in-law, Servius Tullius, who at once
assumed the royal functions, was sccurely established
in power, and the sons of Ancus had to take refuge in
exile.

To the reign of Serv1us——~the “King of the Com-
mons ™ ”__the historian attributes ccrtam changes in the
constitution of a moro or less popular character. He
is said to have instituted the ‘“census” of property,
and to have divided the people into ¢ classes” and
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“ centuries,” in such a way as to give the pleleians
what they had not before, a distinet organisation as a
component part of the state, and make the burden of
military service press more equally upon rich and poor.
Ile also allotted to the poorer citizens some of the
land taken fiom their neighbouring enemies in war.
In his reign, it was said, the city was extended to
three new hills—the Quirinal, the Viminal, and the
Tsquiline—and the whole surrounded by walls which
continued to bhear his name, and to form the hound-
aries of the city for somo cight hundred years, down to
the time of the Kmperor Aurelian.  But the new king’s
daughters had married the two sons of his predecessor
Tarquinius ; and the younger Tullia, after murder-
ing her own husband, had married his elder brother
Lucius, who had made room for her by the murder of
his wife.  With her full consent, her new husband
plotted with other young fobles, who hated the Com-
mons’ King, to murder him and take his place. The
plot was successful ; Servius was flung down the steps
of the senate-house by his son-inJaw’s hand, and de-
spatched by his retainers.

“Tt was believed that this was done at the instigation of
Tullia, inasmucl as she did not shrink from the wickedness
that followed. At least, it is an admitted fact that she
drove in her chariot to the Forum, unabashed by the
crowd of wmen, and summoning her hushand from the
senate-house was the first to hail him “king” When he
bade her begone from such a seene of tumult, and she was
making hier way home, =he ordered her ehariot to turn to the
right down the Orbian Till, ~o as to drive out through the
Esquiline ; when the man who diove her horses suddenly
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stopped in horror, checked the reins, and pointed out to
his mistress the body of the murdered Servius lying in the
road.  Whereupon a foul and inhuman deed is said to have
been done, and the place serves yet as a memorial of it
(men call it the Accursed Quarter, Ficus Seeleratus), along
which in her madness, urged by the avenging shades of
her murdered sister and husband, Tullia is said to have
driven her chariot over the corpse of her father, and to
have carried home on the blood-stained vehiele~ nay, on
her very dress and person—the traces of his slaughter, to
defile the household gods of herself and her new consort ;
and that from the wrath of those offended powers, the veign
which had heen so i1l hegun was speedily brought to a like
violent termination.’—(i. 48.)

Tor it was this Lucius Tarquinius—who thus seized
the crown, as ‘],i’\?yugayé,'“.with 10 other right than
force, unauthorised either by senate or commons”—
who made the very name of “king” ever after hateful
to a Roman ear.  1le was known as Superbus—the
Tnsolent. 1Teassumed absolute power; surrounded him-
self with an armed guard ; forbade all new clections
to the senate; and, in short, played the tyrant at all
points.  But, tyrant though he was, he maintained the
power of Rome stoutly and successfully against the
neighbouring tribes. IIe reduced the Volscians by force
and the town of Gabii by stratagem, and made an
advantageous treaty with the still powerful confedera-
tion of the Latins. Ie is sail also to have founded
the Temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline 1Iill (a work
which had been contemplated by the first Tarquinius),
and in order to gain room for the new buildings, to
have removed, with their own consent, the temples and
altars of all the other deities who had been hitherto
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“ostablished there. Two only, when consulted by the:
augurs, refused to abandon their ancient seat —Ter-
minus and Juventas; a refusal which was naturally
taken as a most happy omen, that the boundaries of
Rome should never grow narrower, and that her youth
; and vigour should be perpetual. It is plain that under
tho guise of this new foundation and removal we have
a notice, however vague, of some radical change in the
national religion, and probably of the introduction,
under the house of the Tarquinii, of the Etruscan
divinities and their sacred rites.

The reign of tho second Tarquinius ended, as it
began, in violenco. The outrage committed by his
son Sextus on Lucretia, wifo of Collatinus, and tho
whole tragical story of her suicide and the revenge
taken by her husband and father, is an episode of
Roman history known to most readers. It is told
Driefly enough, but not the less graphically, in the
conclusion of Livy’s first Book. But it is neither the
father nor the husband to whom the annalist ascribes
tho leading part in the great revolution which followed.
It is Lucius Junius; a nephew of the royal house,
called Blutm" from his singular stolidity and apathy
-—assumed wo are told, to make his position all the
safer under a tyrant’s reign—to whom an oracle has,
according to his own interpretation, foretold succession
to the chief power at Rome.

“While they stood wrapped in gricf, he drew the knife
from the body of Lucretia, and Lolding it up before him
dripping with her blood, said—¢ By this blood, most chaste
and undefiled before this outrage of a tyrant, I swear—and
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T call'you, ye gods, to witness,—that I will follow up with
fire and sword, and all such means as in us lie, Lucius Tar-
quinius Superbus and his accursed wife, with all their seed
and breed ; and never suffer either them or any other
hereafter to reign as king at Rome” Then he hands the
knife to Collatinus, and then to Lucretius and Valerius,
who marvelled at the strangeness of the thing, whence this
new spirit had come into the breast of Brutus. As they
were bidden, so they swore : and at oncee from that moment,
when Brutus calls on them to drive out the tyrants, they
follow him as their leader.”—(i. 59.)

This story of the Tarquins presents all the charac-
teristics of legend, even without taking into account
the many practical contradictions involved in it by the
dates of their respective reigns. Yet it is quite as
impossible to doubt that under this legend, however
disguised, we have the record of some very important
changes in the fortunocs of Rome. There is almost
certainly a change in the’ dynasty, and probably a
temporary subjugation of Rome to the Itruscans. The
massive character of the masonry in the substruc-
ture of the temple on the Capitoline, and that of the
Cloaca Maxima, both said to have been built under the
rule of the Tarquins, and which are evidently of very
early date, marks it as almost certainly Itruscan. Nor
is there any reason to doubt that the name of the
Tarquinii is historical, however much the history of
their rule at Rome may be overlaid with fable. A
tomb was discovered in the year 1849 at Ceere, in
Etruria (to which town the banished family are said
by Livy to have retired after their expulsion from
Rome), containing thirty-five names, among which both
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the Ltruscan form, Tarchnas, and the Latin Tarquinius,
repeatedly occur. *

This story of the Tarquins, in whatever condition he
found it, must have had a great attraction for a writer
like Livy. The functions of an historical novelist
were exactly to his mind; and wo may be sure that T
has made the most of all the picturesque points in the
lIegend.  That some of it was originally borrowed from

ireck sources is plain from two instances which we
happen to be able to trace.  The stratagem by which
young Sextus Tarquinius gets admission into the town
of Gabii, in order to betray it to his father—by repre-
senting himself as a fugitive from his father’s cruelty—
is evidently founded upon the story which ITerodotus
tells, in ils more romantic Fastern shape, of the strange
devotion shown to King Darius by one of his from-mls,
Zopyrus, who “cut ofl his cars and his nose,” and
presented himself in that condition at the gates of
Babylon as a refugee from the cruelty of his master
to whom ho opens the gates as soon as he has obtained
the command of the garrison.t  So again, with the
subtle parable by which Tarquinius Superbus con-
veys his advico to his son as to his policy at Gabii.
Ile dares not trust a verbal reply to the messenger
whom Sextus has sent to ask counsel :- -

“The king, as in the process of deliberation, walked
out into the gardens of his palace, followed by his son's
messenger. There, as he paced along in silenee, he is said
to have knocked off the heads of the tallest poppies with
his stall.  The messenger, tired at last of asking for a re-

* See Dennis, Cities of Etrria, ii. 44.  + Herod. iii. 154.
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Ply end waiting in vain, went back to Gabii with hix errand,
as he considered, unsped, and related what he had said, and
what the king had done. ¢ Whether it was anger, or per-
sonal dislike, or the innate haughtiness of his disposition,
he had answered never a word) "—(i. h4.)

The son, however, understood his father's meaning at
once, and acted upon it : he was to take off the Leads
of all such citizens as, from their eminence, might be-
come dangerous rivals. Tt is the very same story as
that which Ierodotus tells of the silent hint given by
Thrasybulus, tyrant of Miletus, to the messenger of
Periander, except that, in the Greek version, the sym-
bolic operation takes place in a field of ripe corn.®

* llerod. v, 92,



CHHAPTER IIL
GROWTII OF THE REPUBLIC.

(BOOKS IL.-I1T.  B.C. 509-449.)

WE are yet on no safe historic ground. The carly
annals of the Republic, from whatever sources our
author derived them—oral tradition, poectical romance,
or prose chronicle—are manifestly as full of legends as
those of the Kings. 'We have to receive with much
cantion the remarks with which Livy introduces this
new period—that the birth of Roman liberty (for such
he considers it) came at exactly the right moment ;
that the kings had done their work in the foundation
and enlarcement of the city ; and that for the people
of Rome in their ruder state such liberty would have
been premature.  Livy is ab no time a philosophical
historian, and his grounds for the conclusion in this
easo are so uncertain, that its value is not great. We
have still to follow his narrative—with what faith we
may. '

The house of the Tarquins were banished from the
Roman territory ; their property was confiscated ;
their land, which lay Letween the city and the Tiber,
was consecrated to Mars, and became the Campus
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Martius ; and from that time forth the bitterest aceu-
sation that could be brought against a Roman citizen
was that he sought to make himself a ¢ king.” Lucius
Juniug Brutus and Tarquinius Collatinus were at onco
clected chief maﬂlstrates s by the assembled people ; and
fhe annalist gives  them the style and title of ¢ Con-
suls”—an office which survived in name at Rome
even under its emperors, long after its recal author-
ity had ceased.* DBut so strong was the public feel-
ing against the whole name and raco of the tyrants
——%“who had made of Roman citizens,” men said,
“labourers and stone-cutters instead of warriors,” and
had slain their good king Servius—that Collatinus
found his own ncar relationship to the house fatal to
his popularity. He soon resigned his office, and with-
drew into voluntary exile at Lavinium.  His successor
Valerius, a few years later, fell under Popilar sus-
picion on similar grounds. He was building a house,
men suid, too grand for a private citizen: he was
aiming at regal state. Ile had to pull down his new
mansion, and even then found some difficulty in clear-
ing himself in the eyes of the public.

The banished family, however, was not without its
friends in the city. Certain of the young patricians,
we are told, regretted the licence which they had
enjoyed under a despotic and profligate government ;
and they conspired to bring the king back. The
couspiracy was discovered ; and amongst the guilty
were two sons of the new magistrate, Brutus. All

* But the name is an anticipation ; they were really called

* Prators "—Hcadmen—then and for many years after.
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were led out to exccution, the sons receiving thetr
sentence from the lips of their father. For some
reason — possibly that he doubted the story—Livy
does not dwell upon a scene which offered a grand
opportunity for his powers of description. He says
little more than that, when the young men were hound
to the stake to be “beaten with rods,” as was the
cruel Roman custom, previous to exceution, “all eyes
were watching the expression of the father’s fuce,
whose natural fecelings still broke out in the midst of
this discharge of his public duty.”

Tarquinius now sought aid from his countrymen
the Etruscans—from Veli; the old enemy of Lome,
and from Tarquinii.  The battle which ensued brought
no decided success to either side.  Ilis son Aruns
spurred his horse in front of the lines against Drutus,
with a taunting challengg, which the consul did not
decline ; and both fell by each other’s hand—the first
slain in the battle.  The cause of the exiles was then
taken up by a chief whose name has become familiar
1o us in Macaulay’s spirited lay, < Lars Porsena of

Clusium.” ¢ Never yet had such a pﬁn_c- seized the
Senate,” says the annalist; “so great was then the
power of Clusium, so renowned the name of Porsena.”
With levies raised from all the Etruscan towns, over
which he appears to have egercised a sort of suzer-
ainty, he appeared before Rome, and made himself
master of the Janiculum--the suburb outside the
Tiber—at the first rush. Unless the bridge which
connected it with the city proper could bo at once
destroyed, Porsena would be across. Then it was
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that Horatius Cocles, with two comrades, volunteered
to keep the enemy at bay until the bridge could be
cut down. Ilow he stood there facing the host of
Ftruscans—alone at last, for his two comrades had
crossed, in obedience to loud warnings from their
friends on the other side, as the last plank was falling
—how he leapt into the Tiber, all armed as ho was,
and swam safe across amidst a shower of missiles- -
Livy has told well, and Muacaulay, to our English cars,
perhaps even better,

Porsena turned the siege into a blockade, and pro-
visions grew scarce in the city. This gives occasion
again for one of thoso ancedotes of self-devotion of
which the Roman annal§™aré Tull, and which Tivy
delights to tell. A youth of noble birth, named
Mucius, obtained Ieave from the senate to enter the
uxem) lm(\ in disguise—* not for plunder,” he said,
“but for a deed of higher Mark, with the Telp of the
gods.” Tis object was the assassination of Porsena;
but, not knowing his person, and afraid to ask, he
killed his secretary by mistake.

¢« IIe was moving off, making a way for himself through
the crowd with his bloody weapon, when the clamour made
the king’s guards run up, who seized him and dragged him ’
back. Set before the king where he sat in state, even in:
that imminent peril he spoke as it the king, and not he, had,
need to tremble. ‘1 amea citizen of Rome ; men ("ﬂl mv
Caius Mucius. T sought to slay mine enemy. And’T havc,‘
@5 good heart to suffer death as I had to inflict it: our
Roman fashion is to deeand suffer stoutly. Noris it T alone
Who bear fi my Mind tHis intent toward thee: there fol-
lIows after me a long succession of claimants for this glory.

A.C.8.8., vol. i. o
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Wherefore prepare thyself at once for this conflict : to e
i In jeopardy of life from hour to hour—to find an enemy at
-the very threshold of thy chamber. Such is the war we
Roman youth declare against thee.  Thow hast not to dread
the Dattle or the open ficld ; the struggle for thee will be
in person against each single antagonist.”  When the king,
alike furious with anger and alarmed at the peril, threat-
ened him with torture by fire unless he forthwith revealed
the plot at which he thus darkly hinted—¢To here, said
he, ¢that you may understand how cheap they hold all
pains of the body, who see a grand renown in prospect’
—and he thrust his hand into the fire on the altar just
kindled for sacrifice.  When he held it there to he con-
sumed, as quite unconscious of any sense of pain, the
king, wellnigh astounded at the marvel, leapt from his
seat and bade him be moved away from the altar.”—
(ii. 12.)
Struck by such heroism, the Itruscan bade him go free ;
and Mucius—* by way of thanks,” as Livy somewhat
(uaintly puts it-—warned him that he was only one of
three hundred Roman youths who had sworn to at-
tempt the same deed.  He was known afterwards by
the surname of Scayoly —Mucius “of the Left Iland.”
Cold and dispassionate eriticism assures us that such
tales as these-—the heroism of Horatius, the unilinch-
ing justico of Drutus, the devotion of Seavola—are
but the romance of some forgotten poet, worked up
artistically for cffeet, and horrowed by the annalist to
colour his pages.  Probably tlic critics are right. Dut
these legends become history at least so far as this—
they make the greatness of Rome intelligible to us;
we understand how a people amongst whom such tra-
ditions of national character were current, and pro-
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bably believed, should have made themselves masters
of the world.

Porsena soon raised the blockade of Rome—startled
by the revelations of Mucius, as tho annalist would
have us belicve ; but he confesses that the Romans
had to make terms with him, in which the advantage
was not wholly on their side.  They refused to receive
back the Tarquins; but they had to covenant to
restore to Veil some of its lands of which they had
taken possession after its eonquest by Romulus, and
to give hostages for the fulfilment of this engagement,
hefore Porseiza would withdraw his troops from the
Janiculum.*

DBut Rome had not yet heard the last of the Tar-
quins. :I-‘_l_l'(;(ll_(l king_had_taken refuge at Tusculum,
with his son-in-law Mamilius. A war wh]ch had lon(*
Teen brooding with the gregh Tatin confederacy at last
hroke out-—¢ thirty nations,” according to the * Annals,
having leagued under Mamilius against Rome. It was
in this emergeney that the Romans first had recourse
to the appointment of a Dictator ; in whose hands was
vested an absolute mm@;'civil and military, the
powers of the consuls passing into abeyance for the
time. Young Lucius Tarquin, at tho head of a body
of cavalry formed of Roman exiles, fought in the ranks

* There can be little doubt but that Rome was in fact surren-
dered to Torsena, and had to cede to the Etruseans all her
territory on the right bank of the Tiber. Tacitus distinctly
says so (Hist. iii. c. 72); and Pliny mentions that the same
bard conditions were laid upon the Romans as upon the
Israclites Ly the Philistines—that they should use no iron
except for implements of agriculture.
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of the enemy ; and in a great battle at the Lake Regil-
lus, the aged king himself rode among them, and was
Woundod. The battle was long and desperate.  /Ebu-
tius, “Master of the Horse,” * singled out Mamilius,
who was conspicuous by his brilliant armour, and
engaged him in single combat, and wounded him, but
was himself disabled, and obliged to retire. So doubt-
ful was the struggle, that Aulus Posthumius (who was
then Dictator) and his stafl had to dismount and fight
on foot, in order to restore the steadiness of the Roman
line, and to give orders to ent down every man who
turned his back. At last Herminius, one of the Dic-
tator’s licutenants, charged in person upon Mamilius,
who in spite of his wound had returned into the battle,
and ran him through with his spear——falling himself
mortally wounded immediately after, as he was trying
to strip the body. The, Latins gave way, and the
vietory was complete, their whole camp and equipage
falling into the hands of the Romans. ’é‘]lp clder
Tarquin retired to end his stormy life at Cuma ; and
TRome heard no more of her “tyrants.” The Dictator
and his Master of the Tlorse returncd to the city to
enjoy the honours of a well-earned triumph.t A sort
of negative peace with the Latins followed this defeat ;

* Sccond only in rank to the Dictator, who was ¢ Master of
the People.” .

+ The reader will miss, in Livy’s narrative, the appearance
of tho ““Great Twin Brethren” (Castor and Pollux), who, in
Macaulay’s ““Lay,” are scen by the Dictator charging on white
horses in front of the Romans, and who appear the same even-
ing in the city, and tell that the battle has been won. The
legend is in Dionysius of Halicarnussus, vi. 13,
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and a few years afterwards, when the Volscians were
forming a combination against Rome, the Latins not
only refused to join them, but sent the Volscian dele-
gates as prisoners to the Romans,  The latter, in their
eratitude, released 600 Latins who were in their hands
as prisoners of war.  An amount of mutual good fecl-
ing was the result, such as never, says the historian,
had existed between the Romans and the Latins before;
and in the year of Rome 261 (B.c. 498), a trealy was
concluded between the two nations on’terms of perfect
equality.  This lands us upon the first safe historical
ground ; for the brazen pillar upon which were recorded
the terms of the treaty, the names of the thirty Latin
cities who were partics to it, and of the Roman con-
sul Spurius Cassius who concluded it, was still to be
seen in the time of Cicero.

But in the internal histor‘y of Rome there were now
taking place events which the annalist, busy with his
heroie legends, scems only to touch by the way, though
they arc of the greatest political importance. The
“2_7(’0\" as they were called—the commons, as dlS-

tm(rmshe(lp_ from the populus, the bur(vher cmzcns—
st have gradnally sunk lower and lower in the social
scale, until their degradation and misery became past
endurance.  Some inkling of the growing discontent
is given us in the accoynt of the preparations made to
resist the attack of Porsena.  The senate, we are told,
found it necessary to sccure the fidelity of the lower
orders by certain concessions — particularly in the
matter of the market-price of corn and the monopoly
of salt. DBut at the date we have just reached, a new
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war with the Volscians was imminent ; and since the
burden of it would, as the commons well knew, press
with most hardship upon them, they took the oppor-
tunity to put forward their grievances somewhat boldly.
The chief grievance was this,—their utter poverty com-
pellul them from time to time to o borrow money at high

Thtorost from the richer c1tuonsA and the law of debtor
and creditor at Rome was so monstrously harsh, that
the debtor was liable not only to be sold into perpetual
bondage, but to be starved to death in prison if his
creditor chose to withhold the mcans of support; or
even, in case of manifest insolveney, to have his body
cut in picces and divided, if there were several claim-
ants.  One sketeh that is given us—though probably
but a fancy picture—sets forth the condition of things,
as the writer intended it should, far more graphically
than any political cssay —

7 “A man of reverend years rushed out into the Forum
bearing all the tokens of utter wretchedness.  His garments
© were miserably squalid, his person more miscrable still ; his
. countenance was pallid, and he seemed to be wasting away
with hunger.  But, through all this dixfignrement, he was
recognised as having once held the rank of g ¢gnturion ;
and the spectators, while they pitied Lim, reconuted other -
military distinetions which he had won. Baring his breast,
he showed scars which bore witness to many a hard-
fought field.  When he was asked how he came to be in
this miserable dress and conditiorf, while a crowd gathered
round him and formed, as it were, a regular audience, he
said that while serving in the Sahine wars, not only had
his fields lost their crops in the raids made by the enemy,
but his homestead had been burnt, his goods and chattels
plundered, and his cattle driven off; and the war-tax coming

\
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upon him at this unlucky time, he had contracted debts.
These had been swelled by exorbitant interest : first he had
been stripped of the farm which his father and grandfather
liad heid before him, then of all his other property ; at last
the ruin, like a plague, had reached his person. He had
been thrown by his ereditor, not into ordinary bondage,
but into the hard-Tabour house and the dungeon. And he
showed his back, scored with the marks of recent scourg-
ing.”—(ii. 23.)

The scene and the speech may be aliko imaginary,
but there is no reason to question its truth as an illus-
tration. The excitement, long pent up, was terrible.
The Volscianz were said to be on their march to Rome ;
and the commons—*so entirely,” says the historian,
“was tho state now severed into two”—saw in them
only deliverers.  “The gods were coming to take
vengeance on their, OPPTOSSOTS the _patricians.” They
Tefused to give in their ngmes “for cnrolment in the
legions. The magistrates wero obliged to temporise
and make promises: the commons at last fell into
their ranks, marched out with the consul, and “never
fought better,” we are told, as the Volscians found to
their cost.

But the law of debt had been relaxed only to
bo Toenacted more sfrictly. The indignant com-
mons held nightly mectings, and again refused to
enlist. The leading men in the senate were divided
as to the policy to be pursued. A Dictator was ap-
pointed, who appeased the malcontents for a time by
somo remecdial measures. DBut the distress and the
consequent discontent still went on, until in the fif-
teenth year of the Republic it ended in open insurrec-
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tion. The national force had been ordered to march
out against the Aquians—a mere pretext, the commons
thought, to get them out of the city, and so bring
them under military law.  They mutinied at once, and
at first elamoured for the blood of the consuls. One
of the more temperate leaders, Sicinius, induced them
to take a milder course. Under his orders, they in-
trenched themselves in a position across the Anio,
known as the Sacred Iill, three miles from the city,
and outsido the tcmtmy of the burghcers.  There they
remained some days, and were contemplating an entire
secession from Rome, and the founding of a city of
their own.  They wero aiming, as yet, only at release
from oprcqsxon, not at political power.  The patri-
cians” were alarmed, and sent to treat with them,
choosing, as an envoy likely to bhe aceeptable, one
Menenius Agrippa, himsglf of plebeian origin.  Tlis
lnirhri(rtlc to the insurgents was couched, says owr
author, in “the rough and primitive style of those
days"—not in the polished sentences which (in the
interests of good taste, as ho would probably have
pleaded) he usually puts into the mouths of all his
speakers, plebeian and patrician alike, in the primitive
days of Rome as in the days of its highest civilisa-
tion. It is possible that, in this exceptional case,
wo havo Agrippa’s speeeh nearly as it was spoken. 1Ile
told his hearers, without any kind of preface or exposi-
; | tion, the now well-known fable of “ The Belly and its
Members.”  The moral was obvious — that neither
‘isection of the body politic could subsist without the
ther ; and the warning is said to have been effectual.
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" The commons consented to return, on condition that
hereafter their interests should be guarded by ofticers
of their own, chosen by themselves and from among
themsclves, to whom there should be an appeal from
any sentence of the consul, who should have freo
liberty of speech in defence of their order, and whose
persons should be held sacred and inviolable.  Theso
new officers were called “Tribunes of the people.”
There was also conceded though " strangely “enough
Livy docs not mention it, a "onoral remission for in-

solvent debtors, and the relcase of all who were held
i 1)011-1-1“:1:: .

Such was the first siep of that gradual progress of
the middlo class to political power, which marks from
This time the internal history of Rome. Tt was
grudgingly recognised by the patricians, and attempts
were soon made on their pgrt to win back the ground
that had been lost. A scason of scarcity had followed,
and a large importation of wheat from Sicily had been
made by great exertions of the public officers.  Caius

Marcius, a successful general who had just
N ———

“ Iluattered the Volseians in Corioli 7—

and thus received the surnameof “Coriolanus,” proposed
to sell this corn at a reduction to the poorer citizens,
on the condition that thgy would renounce their newly-
gained privileges. o narrowly escaped the popular
fury ; and the tribunes, in the exercise of their prero-
gative, impeached hint of trcason against the libertics of
the people. 1le preferred to trust the generosity of his
enemies rather than the verdict of his countrymen; and
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before the day of trial came, he had taken refuge with
Attius, chief of the Volscians, " Ho encouraged ‘that
tribe to take up arms against Rome afresh ; and under
his able leadership they soon recovered many of
their lost towns, and at last pitched their camp with-
in five miles of Rome, Tho commons, still dissatis-
fied, showed once more an unwillingness to fight,
and the scnate in vain sent envoy after envoy to try
to detach Coriolanus from his unnatural alliance. At
last, says the legend, his wife and mother went out to

, entreat him: to their prayers he yielded, and drew off

his legions.  Mis new allies soon quarrelled among
themselves, and Rome was saved.

Next year Spurius Cassius) who had concluded the
leaguo with the Laﬁ-ﬁ‘s:" was “Tor the third time elected
consul. Wo are told that he mow eﬁ'ccted a pcace
\xLﬂL tho Hernicans, another powerful and numerous
Sabine people, who had been always more or less at
war with Rome; and that, in accordance with its
terms, they gave up to the Romans two-thirds of their
territory. On this occasion ho made a bold attempt
to apply a remedy to the distress of the poorer
citizens. o proposed what was then first known as
an “Agrarian Law ;”—not a redistribution of landed

Property, as the term by abuse is sometimes taken to

megn, but an allotment in shares to the plebeians of
such nonclosed lands belonging to the state as were
at present occupied by the burghers as tenants, paying
a low rental to the state as landlord.  Against the
opposition of his fellow-consul, he carried his measure ;
but with a fatal result to himself. Under the consuls
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of the next year he was impeached.  The terms made
by him with the Latins and the Hernicans, it was said,
had placed them almost on an equality with Rome: Cas-
sius was making friends of them for his own ambitious
objects.  He had proposed, too, that the money lately
paid for the corn from Sicily should be returned to
the poorer citizens ; it was a direct bidding for kingly
power. The very populace were led away by this
specious accusation.  “So decp-rooted in their hearts
was their horror of monarchy,” says the author, “that
they spurned the offered gift as indignantly as though
they were rolling in plenty.” The popular reformer,
too much in advanee of his age, was at onee condemned
and exccuted, and his house rased to thc g ggouud
o sharcd the fate,” says Arnold, “of Agis and of
Marino Falieri,” There was a version of the story
current which sounds strange to our cars, indicmtinn
exercised by a father even over his grown-up chlld-rcn
that this Roman ecitizen, who had thrice held the
highest office in the state, was tried, scourged, and
put to death by his own father sitting in domestic
judgment, in accordance with his undoubted right.
Still discontent prevailed among the commons, and
there was often difficulty in filling up the ranks of the
legions. In one battle against their old enemics the
iquians, it was said that the infantry actually refused
to fight under Kiwso, an unpopular consul of the great
Fabian house, and aeven cursed him when he had
charged and routed the enemy with his cavalry alone,
It is the Fabii who at this period become the saviours



44 LIVY.

of Rome. We may feel sure that the annalist has
here supplemented his scanty materials from the family
chronicles of that house, in which the deeds of their
ancestors would not be sparingly set forth. Tt will be
remembered that Fabius Dictor, who was Livy’s great
authority, was of that line and name. Two of the
name, in a battle with the men of Veii, charge alone
in the front of the wavering legion, which then follows
them for very shame. Another forco is only saved
from utter disaster by the coming up of Kaso Fabius,
when the rashness of his colleague has all hut lost the
day. 'We find seven consulships in succession filled
by members of the family. At last there comes the
singular story which most of all, perhaps, made their
name famous in Roman history. Whether it was that
Kieso Fabins had made himself and his house unpopular
with their own order, because he tried to carry into effect
the agrarian law of Cassius by the division among
the plebeians of the newly-conquered land, or whether
the Fabii wished to establish an independent wmilitary
m)lony, or whatever their real motive was, they quitted
home inabody, Livy’s own account scarcely explains
the mwmtlou satisfactorily.  The hostility of Veii, he
says, was not so much a serious danger as a perpetual
harass to Rome.  Seeing this, Kwso FFabius (now for the
third time consul) made a proposal in the senate as
spokesman for his clan.  The state had many small and
troublesome wars on hand, he said : the Fabii would
tako that against Veii entirely on themselves, at no
cost to their fellow-citizens either of blood or money.
It had become almost a family business with them ;
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and they would undertake to make Rome safo from
that quarter. So, amid the thanks of all, the consul
quitted the senate-house, and summoned all of his
clan to assemble under arms before his own Louse next
day.

“ Throuch all the city the rumonr spreads @ all extol the
house of Fabius to the skies,  * A single family had under-
taken the burden of the state; the war with Veii was
turned over to private hands) as o private adventuve of arms,
Were there but two more houses in the eity of the like
strengthy—let one claim the Volscians, and the other the
Aequians, for their portion,—the Roman people might then
enjoy peace and quict, and all the neighbourine tribes be
brought under their rule”  Next day the Fabii avm them-
selves, and muster at the place appointed. The consul
coming forth with his wir-cloak on, sces his whole clan
drawn up under arms in his onter comt. They open their
ranks to receive him in their centre, and he gives the word
1o march. Never did militi®y foree march through the
city streets so small in number, so great in renown and in
the admiration of all beholders. Six himndred and six men-
at-arms—all of gentle birth, all of one house, under the
command of no one of whom need the best army of any
time disdain to serve —went forth, to attempt the erushing
of the people of Veii by the strength of their single clan,
They were escorted not only by a body of their own kins-
men and friends, prognosticating for them nothing short
of some mighty result—with intense hopes, and as intense
mixgivings ; but also by another erowd, collected by the
strong public anxiety, and deeply affeeted with interest and
admiration. ¢ Go forth,” they eried, ¢ gallant heroes ! Bless-
ings go with you! Bring us back the suceess your noble
enterprise deserves, then claim from us consulships and
triumphs—all the rewards, all the honours we can hestow !’
As they passed the Capitol, and the citadel, and the temples,
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the erowd invoked every deity whose image met their eyes,
or whose name oceurred to their thoughts, ¢to send forth
that array with their blessing and favour—to restore them
soon in safety to their conntry and their friends”  Dut the
prayers were uttered in vain—(ii. 49.)

They took up a position on the frontier, on the little
river Cremera, some three miles from Rome, and there
for two years kept garrison against Veii. Then they
were surprised, and cut to pieces to a man; one young
lad only escaping, to" become the new 1oundcr of the
house of Fabius.

The agrarian laws long continued to provoke con-
tests between the two orders in the state—the tribunes
demanding their enforcement, and tho consuls resist-
ing it. In some instances the former appear to have
failed in their duty, influenced or overawed by the
powerful patrician houses, In one case, a tribune
who had made himself too active was found dead in
his bed—murdered, it was said, by the unserupulous
_opponents. At last, after many struggles, a law was

Pearried which has been  called “ the second great
| tcharter of Roman hlutms.'_’ * Tt transferred the
clection of the tribunes from the centuries, in which
all citizens voted, to the assembly of the tribes, in
,which the plebeians alone hud votes. It was known
as_the Publilian Taw, from the tribune Volero Pu])-
hhq,,..who proposed and at Tast carried it,
The Aquians from their strongholds in the Apen-
nnmmcnns from the plain and from the Alban
Ihlls. were still pressing from time to time on the

* Arnold.
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Roman territory, and finding constant occupation for
its armies. The account which Livy gives of theso
campaigns is not only broken and confused, but can-
not be reconciled either with historical probability or
goographical facts. DBut it is plain that the close of
the third century from the foundation of the city was
a period of more or less disaster for Rome.  Losses in
war were accompanied by severe visitations of pesti-
Ience. Three times it broke out at intervals in the
space of ten ycars, carrying ofl on the last occasion
both the consuls of the ycar, two oul of the four
augurs, and an immense number of persons of all
ranks. As in the case of the great plague at Athens,
the crowding within the walls of the city of thousands
of the country people, in order to escape the un-
checked incursions of the enemy, made the place un-
healthy, and served rapidly to spread the disease.  Dr
Arnold is certainly right in detecting the fact which
the Rloman annalist implies rather than states—that
the violent dissensions between the two orders in the
commonwealth led in many cases, as in that of Corio-
lanus (possibly also of the IFabii, as just mentioned),
to political exile, either forced or voluntary. We are
told that, in the year of thoe city 294, the Capitol was
actually surprised by a Il](“]lt attmclx and held for sonic
“days, by a large body of “oxilos and slaves ” headed
by a Sabine named Applu Herdonius, who not only
offered hberty to all slaves who would join him, but
proclaimed himseclf generally as having come “to
assert the cause of the oppressed.” The consuls feared
to arm tho commons against them ; the commons, on



48 LIVY.

their part, declared that it was a false alarm—a mere
trick of their opponents to divert attention from a
new law just proposed in the people’s interest; and
it was only when a strong force from Tusculum, which
city had heard of the danger of Rome, marched in to
the aid of the government, that the national troops
were persuaded to make an attempt to recover the
citadel.  They succeeded after hard fighting, and not
until the consul who led them had been killed.

The war with the A%uians at this time is made mem-
orable Dy the story of Cincinnatus, A Roman army
under one of the consuls was Dlockaded in its camp ;
and when the senate met in hurried council, one man’s
name was on the lips of all, as “the sole hope of

ome ;"7 it was Tm«uw Quintius, known as ¢« (Jmcm-
natus’ fmm ]n~ “oriped ” hgir,  OF his plevmus
]ustory Tho anmalist tv]]% us not enongh to explain
what it was which made' the eycs of all his country-
men turn to him in the hour of danger. He and his
son Kiweso had been mmongst the hitterest opponents’
of the claims of the plebeians, who had succceded in
"Lttm" the latter banished on a charge of murder.

The father is now found ploughing on his little farm
of some three acres, stripped to his work ; and the
state messenger bids him clothe himself, that he may
listen to the scnate’s commands in decent guise. He
is saluted on the spot as Dictator—sole and absolute
governor of Rome and her armies ; and is conducted
to the city, where he is received with shouts of accla-
mation,—the plebeians, however, still looking on him
with some forebodings, as a man who had irresponsible
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authority, and looked likely to use it to the full. 1Ie
takes the field at onco, blockades the blockading
enemy, reduccs them to surrender, makes them all
pass under the yoke, and lays down his dictatorship,
after a rule of sixteen days. It is a marvellous story,
and must be left as the annalist tells it.  One point
in it, even if literally true, may not be nearly so ex-
traovdinavry as it scems.  That the man who was
chosen to tako the supreme power at Rome should
have been cultivating a small farm may probably be
a more accurate picture of Roman life, in thoso early
times, than the grander figures of Roman magistrates
and commanders which Livy transferred from his own
days to those of the infant republic.

The commons had by this time gained an important,
step towards 1ndvp011donce by t 710 paxsmfr of the
Leilian _Law, by which so e h of the Aventine TGIT
s remained unenclosed was lotted out to them in
frechold : and the burgher-citizens, who had hitherlo
enjoyed the occupation of it under the state, had to
give up their holdings,—for which, however, they
were to receive compensation.  Dut a larger and more
important measuve of reform, which had been brought
forward Dy the tribunes (whose number had lbeen
now increased to @fmm year to year, and as often
mmo the determined opposition of the
hurghers, was now about to be carried. A« bill "—as
we should term it—had been introduced by Teren-
tilius, which was in effect to give Rome a new con-
stitution. It was proposed to choose ten commis-
sioners—five from the burgher-citizens and five from

A.c.8.8., vol. i D
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the commons—who should draw up a code of con-
stitutional, civil, and criminal law ; and so set at rest
for ever all questions in dispute between tho two
partics in the state. At last, after a contest of ten
years, the bill was carried—but with a very important
modification ; all ten of the commissioners were to be
chosen from the burcher class.  Another fatal out-
break of pestilence, which carried off one of the con-
suls, four of the tribuncs, and “threw very many
noble families into mourning ”—to say nothing of its
ravages in humbler quarters, of which the annalist
does not take much account—had perhaps softened
political asperities. DBut it was a fatal concession on
the part of the plebeian oxder, so far as the result was
concerned.
lhru) senators liad been sent into Greece, to ex-
.mnne tho celebrated Lnys of Solon, and .1lsohth(;
]L’”l\l&tlve systems of obhier states, with a view to the
drawing up of a Roman code. The Commission of
Ten was elected ; and all other publie mamstmcwx,
consuls and tribunes included, seem for the time to
have been placed in abeyance. The Ten began their
work, and in a few months presented the result in
ten tables of statutes, on which they invited public
J! eriticism m and corrections. They were adopted, and
" “remain to this day,” says Livy, “tho main founda-
x ; tion of all public and private law.” We should havo
been thankful to him had he given us some notion of
their contents ; but this kind oft constitutional history
was not to his mind, and only some four or five enact-
ments in the codo are known to us from references in
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the works of Cicero. Dut it was reported—or the
Ten allowed it to be understood—that two more
tables were yet needed to complete their work ; and
for this purpose it was proposed to continue the Com-
mission, subject to a new clection of its component
members, for a sccond year.  To this the plebeians
willingly assented ; for by this time “they hated the
name of consul almost as much as that of king.”

The leading spirit both in the old and new Com-
mission was Appius Claudins.  Ile is probably the
“same man (though the annalist puts him a generation
lower) who, twenty years hefore, as consul, had been so
hated by the army whom he led aguinst the Volsclans
that whole companies threw away their arms and
refused to light; in punishinent for which, with the
support of the Latin and Ilernican troops, and the
stancher hurgher-companiesg he had inflicted death on
every officer whose company had fled, and decimated
the ranks of the defaulters.  Not for this ostensibly—
for the severity was warranted by Roman discipline—
but on other charges, he had been brought to trial
when his year of office had expired, but had in some
way escaped.  He now took every means to ingratiate
himself with the commons, in order to secure his re-
clection amongst the Ten. In this he succeeded, as
well as in procuring thgt most of his new colleagues
should be of the ultra-aristocratic party.

Then, says Livy, Appius threw off the mask, and
showed himself what e was, and taught his colleagues
all the insolence of power. They appeared in public all
at once with twelve lictors each, whereas in their first
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year of office they had been content with one. “A
hundred and twenty lictors filled the forum; they
looked like ten kings”—says the annalist, to mark as
strongly as possible the effeet upon the public. Their
whole behaviour was one course of insult and oppres-
sion. They brought out the two additional tables of
statutes—but it would appear that these contained
enactments wholly unlike in spirit to those which had
been issued first.*

When this second year of office was drawing to
its close, nothing was heard of any coming clection of
consuls or tribunes, and it appeared that the Decemvirs
had no thought of resigning their power. They sur-
rounded themselves with bands of young patricians,
and treated the eommons with more insolence than
ever. Meanwhile the Roman territory was being laid
waste by incursions of the Sabines and the Fqguians.
A meeting of the senate was held, in which some
plain speaking was used towards the new masters of
Rome.  Valerius demanded permission to speak “on
tho question of the Republic;” and when this was
refused, protested amidst great confusion that he would
“go to the commons.” Horatius Barbatus denounced
the Decemvirs as the “Ten Tarquing,” and reminded
them that a Valerius and an Ioratius had once already
taken their part in ridding Rome of tyrants.  Valerius
declared that he was not to be cowed by the terrors of
“imaginary rods and axes,”—implying that the as-

* Cicero (De Rep. ii. 37) says that these supplementary tables

contained laws that were highly invidious ; for instance, de-
claring marriages between patiicians and plebeians illegal.
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sumption by the Ten of these emblems of power was
illegal.  Appius ordered his instant arrest; Valerins
rushed to the steps of the senate-house, and loudly
claimed the protection of the people ; and the quarrel
was with diflienlty appeased by some of the other sena-
tors, who dreaded nothing so much as a popular revo-
lution. Generals were nominated for the campaign
against the (quians and Sabines; but the troops were
sullen and disaffected.  The result was a defeat in both
quarters 3 and watch and ward had to be kept in the
city by day and night, in expectation of an attack
from the victorious enemy.

The measure of the insolence of the Teu is said to
have been filled up at last, as in the case of the Tar-
quins, by an outrage upon a woman’s honour, Appins
had cast his wicked cyes 711;(;1_1 the young daughter of a
centurion named Virginius, gow serving with the army.
ITe suborned a creature of his own to claim her as his
escaped bond-slave ; she was only the supposititions
child, he affirmed, of Virginius. Her friends pro-
tested, and appealed to the law.  The case was heard
—Dbefore Appius as magistrate. Ile made a show of
justice : the matter should stand over until Virginius
returned from service.  Then, if he could prove she
was his legitimate dJdaughter, well : meanwhile she
must remain in the safe gustody of the master who had
sworn to her as his property. The meaning of this
was only too plain. Her friends and the whole of
the crowded court lowdly expressed their indignation.
Her betrothed bridegroom, no less a person than

Icilius, who when tiibuno had carried the law for the
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allotment of the Aventine to the commons—a man of
quiet temper, says Livy, but now stung into fury—
broke through the crowd, and defied Appius on the
judgment-seat. After a fow bitter words, the Decemvir
thought it prudent so far to give way, as to promise
to await the arrival of the father on the morrow—
which he had taken steps, as he hoped, to prevent.
Jut Virginius got the news, and travelling all the
night, reached Rome next morning. Putting on a
mourning dress, he went down with his daughter to
tho court in the Forum, solemnly warning his fellow-
citizens that his cause was that of the republic. Sur-
rounded by a strong guard of retainers, Appius did
not fear to give his iniquitous judgment in brief terms
—-he was satisfied that the girl was a slave: her
master must take her.  The Roman women crowded
round to protect her: tho father raised his voice in
Toud and bitter protest against this crowning outrage
on the liberty of Roman citizens. Appius charged
him and Icilius with meditating revolution, and bade
his lictors clear a way through the crowd for the
master to take away his slave. DBut nothing can
give the rest of the story so well as Livy's own
words.

“When Appius had thundered forth these words in his
overflowing passion, the crowd give way without resistance,
and the maiden stood deserted by all, a helpless prey to
injustice. Then Virginius, when he saw no aid was to be
looked for, said : ‘I pray thee, Appius, first, to make allow-
ance for a father’s feelings, if I have said aught too bitter
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against thee ; then, suffer me to question this nurse, in the
maiden’s presence, as to the facts of this matter ; so, if I
have been wrongly ealled her father, I can part from her
with a lighter heart” Leave was given : he led the girl
and her nurse aside, near what ave now called the New
Booths, and there, seizing a knife from a butcher, he cried,
¢ Thus, my daughter, in the only way I can, I make thee
frec !’ Then he stabbed her to the heart ; and Jifting his
eyes to the tribunal, said—¢ Thee and thy life, Appius, T
consecrate to destruction in this bleod 1”7 Roused by the
cries which followed on this deed of horror, Appius bade
his men seize Virginius,  But he cleared a way for him-
self with the knife ax he went 5 and so, protected also by
a body of yourg men who escorted him, reached the city
gate,  Then Iciling and Numitorius lifted up the lifeless
corpse, and showed it to the people. They spoke of the
wickedness of Appius, the heanty of the maiden which had
heen so fatal to her, the hard necessity of the father.  The
matrons followed the body, crying repeatedly, ¢ Was it for
this they bore children?  Was such the reward of maiden
chastity 7 7—(iii. 48.) °

The men called loudly for the restoration of the
tribunate, the safeguard of their liberties. In vain
did Appius order the arrest of Icilins. The indignant
people found new and powerful leaders in the senators
Valerius and Horatius ; and Appms had to fly for his
life from the Forum.*  The T&gions took up ' the popu—

* Nothing can more adrairably represent the whole spirit of
this pathetic episode than Macaulay’s lay of ¢ Virginia.” The
subject wag naturally a tempting one to the dramatists ; and
it has Leen worthily trgated both by Alfieri and Sheridan
Knowles.
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lar cause, and refused any longer to obey the Decan
virs' oulers. Both armies marched to Rome, and seized
the Aventine Till, the home of the commons; and
cach eleeted ten “Tribunes of the Soldiers” to protect
theirrights. There was some delay in negotiations with
the jealous patricians ; whereupon the commons left the
city in a body, and remémbering what their forefathers
had done forty five years hefore, established themselves
once more on the “Sacred THIL"* They demanded not
only the restoration of the tribunate, and indemnity
for all the leaders of the revolution—-they clamoured
to have the Ten given up to them, “that they might
bun them with five,” + They were at last satisfied with
the permission to impeach them, which was done under
the new administration.  Appins and another of his
colleagrues committed suictde rather than abide their
Tl the rest were exiled 3 and “the shade of Vir-
ainia, mlpli‘l in her 1ll’d“l than in her life)” says the
annalist who was more than hall a poet, © was at
length appeased.”

[t is but a legend, the crities tell us, touching and
pathetie, but far too artistically proportioned to be
true. Their judiment may be vight 5 but history, like
lite, is all the more bewtitul for its illusions.  The’
:t:;1) of Virginia may be only the compusition of a

* See p. 0. ‘
¢t Machiavelli's remark on this is amuding in ity cool eyni-
cism, - The people made a mistake, he says, on this oceasion,
They wete ynite right in their demand that the Decemviry
should be anven up to them ; but they were wronwg i explaining
[ porerquon”
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professional reciter, its details selected and harmonised
from a dozen current stories of tho tyranny of the
Decemvirate ; the revolution may have had far deeper
and wider roots than a father’s or a lover's vengeance ;
but again it is true at least so far as this,—it was men
like Virginius that made the liberties of Rome.



CHAPTER 1V,

FROM THE DECEMVIRATE To THE SACK OF ROME
BY THE GAULS.

(BOOKS 1=V, 1o 449 300.)

Tue revolution ended in the restoration of the old
magistracies,  Ten tribunes were eleeted, Vivginius,
Teiling, and Numitorius standing first.  The ehoice
for the consulship fell by acelamation upon the two
senators: who had stood forth as champions of the
national liberties—Valerit®s and Horatius.  They were
in fact the fiest who properly bore the name of
“consul,” for the term ean only have heen applied by
anticipation to the carlier chict magistrates, whose real
desienation was “prictor” - The eleetion was not re-
garded altogether with favour by the aristoeratic party,
sinee it was considered that both the new consuls, in
their dealings with the commons, had somewhat he-
trayed the interests of their cwn order; and the senato
showed its jealousy in refusing them the usual honour
of a triumph, when they soon after defeated the Sa-
bines and LTquians in the campaizn of the year. The
triumph was held notwithstanding, on the demand of
the tribunes, which the senate were unable to resist ;
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though one of the speakers was bold enough to protest |
that it was “a triumph gained over the senate, not

over the enemy.” DBut the defeat of the Sabines at |

Jeast must have been complete, sinece we hear of no

movements on their part for a hundred and fifty

years,

The military events of this period are of no great
importance otherwise, though we find the usual horder
hostilities going on from time o time.  The political
thanges are of much higher interest ; and of these
the annalist’s account is, as usual, confused and un-
satisfactory.  What may be clearly traced through it

all is the progress of the commons to political power.

The consul Valerius succeeded in passing two laws ;

one to the effeet that it should be treason to propose
the election of any magistrate from whose sentenee
there should not he right of appeal ; and the other to
place a plebiseilum—a decrde of the commons—on the
same fuoting as one passed by the burghers in their
centuries, It would appear also from other authorities
—and there are indications of it in these ¢ Annals’—
that it was arranged that in future one consul should
be chosen from the plebeians, but that as yet this was

seldom carried out.  There now appear also from time

to time, instead of the two consuls, new magistrates
called "lnbuneq of the ng:l‘lirq uncertain in num-
1’101)‘11)1y it was intended that these should exerciso
the military functions of the consuls, whose ecivil
powers were transfexrred to two other new magistrates
callel Censors, who were to settle the roll of the
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senate, to fix the rank of every individual in the state
aceovding to his property, and to manage the state
revenues,  This office was reserved for patricians
alone 5 and it gave its holders so much influence, and
onferred upon them so much of almost regal state,
that the patrician Mamerens JFmilius won himself a
grreat nume for patriotism, when he proposed and carried
the limitation of the appointment to eighteen months
insteacd of the original term of five years.  Another
important social step towards the placing the two
orders of eitizens on something like equality was the
legalising for the future (by the law of (,mmlcms)
of marriages contracted hetween a patrician and
plebeiin,

An event oecurred a few years afterwards which
caused greal public exeitement, and  threatened o
break the comparatively peaceful relations which were
now existing,  During a year of greal scareity, a 1ich
plebeian named hpmuw Malius, whose wealth gave
him a place among w the ]\mv'ht\ -he was a contractor,
or something of the kind—Degan cither to give away,
or xell ab a very low pries to the poorer citizens, a
quantity of corn which he had got in from Etruria,
Whether the burghers were jealous of his consequent
popularity, or whether they really helieved it, they
raised against him the fatal ery that he was seeking to
make himself a kin*  The consuls of the year scem
to have been cither timid or incapable.  They sent

P Amneld keenly observes that “ b atity was sa little familiar

S the Greehs and Romans, that he <plendid wagnificence of

(i \f wliug i3 in itself suspicions,”
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again for the one man whom apparently all Rome
held to be infallible—Quinetius Cincinnatus, now some
cilrht)r years ol old, 1fe was made Dietator, and named
Servms Ah(l].l, a man apparently of his own mould,
fiis “2 “ Master of the Ilorse.”  M:ilius was summoned
to mppcu‘ “Pofore the Dictator; he refused to eome;;
and when the officer tried to arvest him, he rushed into
the midst of the crowd and appealed to them for pro-
teetion. .\ riot scemed imminent ; and the Master of
the Tlorse, who was supported by a strong force (¢ of
young patricians,” according to Livy), cut him down on
the spot. The stern old Diclator formally pronounced
it ¢ justifiable homicide.”  The tribunes persisted in
representing it as nothing more or less than o politieal
murder.  His house was ordered to be rased to the
ground as the property of a traitor, and its site was
kuown cver after as l,\])_o/‘_‘;ll_zglj_a_u_l,qygb ” hut how
far he was or was not the traitor which the annalist
makes him out {o be, we shall never know.

The strong town of Fidenw, some five ov six miles
from Tome, Tad put FEsAf under the protection of
Vei, and its final subjection (fov it had been taken
and retaken moro than onee) was the first addition of
real importance made to the Roman dominion, which
from this time forth began its course of rapid extension.
Veii itself, which had withstood its powerful neighbour
bm\«l'R soon to fall.  TMitherto the wars between
Rome and her neighbours had been little more than
border raids, her force a mere ficld militia, the cam-
paign lasting, at the most, a few months; bul in
p.c. 406, Veii, a strong town with walls of the



62 LIVY.

solid Etruscan masonry, was regularly blockaded, by a
double line of circumvallation, as Livy’s words would
seem to imply, but more probably by something like
a chain of detached forts, with the view of cutting
off from it all succour and supplics,—which, how-
ever, was only partially successful.  Then for the
first, time, apparently, a Roman forece was expected
to keep the field during the winter; and it was not
without strong remonstrance on the part of the tri-
bunes that so unpopular a requisition was submitted
to. The sicge is said to have lasted ten years, like
the siege of Troy; but the details of it given by the
annalist can hawdly be considered historical. A great
defeat of the blockading foree is rvecorded in the last
year of the siege, by the men of Capenar and Falerii,
who came to help their neighbours ; the veport of it
was exageerated by panie, and there was terrible con-
sternation at Rome.  Then, we are told; “the leader
predestined by the Fates to destroy the hostile city and
to save his country, Maveus Furius (,Amllluh was
named Dictator 3 and :\-(;umy suspect at onee, with
Niehuhe and other keen histovieal inquirers, that we
are indebted for much that follows to the family
chronicles of the house of the Furii.  Camillus at oneo
attacks and defeats the allies of Veii, takes both their
camps, vestores diseipline amengst the Roman troops,

draws his lines closer, drives a mine under the walls
right into the heart of the city, and sends to Rome to
announce that Veii is veady to fall, and to ask what he
shall do with the expeeted spoil.  The Roman popu-
Iaco are invited to set out in a body to share it; a
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tenth only being reserved by the conqueror as an offer-
ing to Apollo. And here follows a circumstantial story -
which Livy himself considers as ¢fabulous :” that the
mine was ready to be sprung, right under the templo
of Juno; that the king of Viii was there offering
sacrifice, when the soothsayer exclaimed that the man
who presented on tlie_altar the entrails of that victim’
should win the victory,, The words were Tieard By T

Yomans in the mine ; they broke through, seized the .
vietim, and handed the entrails to their general : and
50 the words came true.

Veil was taken and given up to plunder, and its
inhabitants sold for slaves. Great was the joy of the
Romans, and no honours were thought too greal for
the conqueror.  Never had such a triumph been seen
ab Rome, Camillus Jiad his chariot drawn by four
white I]OI‘Sl,b, bub there wyre not wanting curious
tongues which said such display was neither good
precedent in a Roman citizen, nor becoming in a
mortal man ; it was usurping to himself the privileges
of Jove and of the Sun,  If Camillus did take to him-
self any unbecoming honour, it is not in harmony
with the prettier story which Livy gives briefly, and
Dionysins at more length—that when he recognised
the greatness of his victory, so far beyond all hope
and expectation, he lifted his Lands to heaven and
prayed, “that if in the sight of gods or men hisown |
and the Roman people’s good fortune seemed too
great, the compensating evil might fall upon him in
his own person, and not on his fellow-citizens and Lis
country.” As he turned round (so ran the story) he
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stumbled and fell ; and some men, ¢ judging by the
event ”"—as such things commonly are judged—inter-
preted the omen of the downfall of Camillus himself,
and some of the disaster which was in a few years to
come upon Rome,

The campaign against Veil is marked by two dis-
tinet steps in the internal history of Rome, which the
annalist passes over somewhat lightly, but which are
of more importance than many of the petty wars
which he is caveful to record;, and probably much
wore anthentic than the story of Veii.  Then, for the
first time, was the question of war, “Ty the pcrsv‘—
verance of the tribunes,” referred to the people in
t]u ir u'nhnn»a ; whereas hitherto a deeree of the sen-
A had been held suflicient.  And in this war, for
the first time, was regular pay given fo e troops o
service,

Falerii fell soon after, beforo the same conqueror ;
who, when Tie Tiad Taid down Dis dictatorship, was
chosent one of the Trilunes of the Soldiers. We are
stll perhaps in the domain of fable, when we are
ashed to believe the story of the schoolmaster who,
taking out his pupils—sons of the chiel men of Fa-
lerit - for exercize ontside the walls, offered to hetray
them into the hands of the Roman general, and was
sent back by him into the town with his hands tied
behind him, and injunctions to his scholars to flog
him all the way 5 at which act of generosity the men
of Falerit were so charmed that they voluntarily gave
up tho city to so magnanimous a captain.  Whether
any such episode did or did not take place, it is tol-
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erably certain that Camillus did not address the
wretehed schoolmaster in the meat and appropriato
rhetorical speech which our author has composed for
Lhin*  Dut Falerii fell, and other towns soon after;
and the Romans reached the Ciminian Hills—¢ the
extreme natural boundary of the basin of the Tiber on
the side of Etruria.”  But we must not overrate the
extent of their early conquests; as yeb no Homnn{
army had marched more than fifty miles from Rome, |

Camillus had wmeanwhile fallen into disgrace. The
plunder of Veii had heen distributed heTore The tithe
which he had vowed to Apollo had heen set apart; and
there was a grcat amount of discontent when this was
demanded from the holders afterwards. e became
the objeet of popular jealonsy and dislike,  Tle was
aceused of having secreted for Limself part of the
plunder, There ean, however, be little doubt hut that
lils strong opposition to the popular party, and espe-
cialy to their project of colomising Veii, as recorded hy
Livy, was the ¢hicf reason for their enmity,  The dis-
contented commons proposed to form at Veii as it were
a second Rome ; and in its Jands, which they declared
were more fertile than those round the older city, they
~uw a new state demesne which could be allotted to
themselves,  The conservative senators resisted it as
almost an impicty to their ancestral gods,  The quarrel
grew so bitter, that Camillus was impeached by one of

* The reader will appreciate M. Taine’s playful eriticism -
“ Le panvre pedagogue a tronvé son maitre : il écoute une le-
gon de 1hétorigque, avant d'étre reconduit A la ville de la mani-
¢re que chacun sait.”

Acgs, vol. i E
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tue tribunes; and rather than stand a trial in which
o may have felt that judgment had been passed
beforchand, he went into voluntary exile; praying,
says the annalist, as he left the city, that “if he
were innocent, and wrong was being done him in that
matter, his ungrateful countrymen might soon be
made to feel his loss.”

If we are still reading the chronicles of the Furii,
the historiographer of that illustrious house must
have had many of the qualifications of an excellent
dramatist. The Romans were soon to pay the penalty
of their ingratitude, and Furius Camillus was to take
an heroic revenge. Tidings came from Clusium that
a new enemy was threatening not Rome only, but all
civilised Italy. A voice had been heard in the night,
near the temple of Vesta, warning the guardians of
tho city that “the Gayls were at hand” —those
truculent barbarians, naked to the waist, whose tall
persons, cold steel-blue eyes, and long yellow hair
and moustache, so utterly different from the Italian
type, the Romans to the last could never look upon
without dread and dislike.  The Gauls, who had long
sineo driven out the Etruscans from the rich plains of
the 0, had now crossed the Apem nmes, and had ap-
peared in force heforo ('hmum The Liomans sent
threo commissioners To watch 1‘11011‘ movements ; but it
was scarcely the custom of the times or of the Romans
—and still less the temper of the house of Fabius, to
which theso officers belonged—+4o watch a fight with-
out taking part in it. Quintus Fabius killed with his
own haud a Gaulish captain, and was recognised for a



DISASTER AT THE ALLLL. 67

Roman while he was stripping the body. Indignant
at this breach of the law of nations, the Gauls sent
to Rome to demand the surrender of the three Fabii.
The Romans refused; ‘they knew the demand of
the barbarians was fair,” we are told, “but the in-
fluence of a noble house was too powerful ;” and the
invading horde broke up from Clusium, and marched
upon Rome. No preparations had been made; and
while the country people fled before the rapid sweep of
this new enemy, and filled the city with terror and
confusion, some hastily-gathered levies marched out to
check their advance, and met them on the little streem
called Allia, about eleven miles from Rome “ With-
“out sacrifices, without auspices,” says the Roman his-
torian, anxious to account for the unfortunate issue,
they drew up their line and engaged—only to mect
what he confesses was a congplete and shameful defeat.
Some were drowned in the Tiber, some fled to Rome,
and more to Veii, to avoid crossing the river. Wo
are told that in the general confusion the fugitives
who reached Romo did not even stop to shut the city
gates, but at onco took shelter in the citadel.

The wholo story of the sacking of Rome by the
Gauls is little better than a romance; yet Livy’s
version of it, founded probably on the family annals of
the Furii and Manlii, cgnnot be omitted. Like some
similar stories in English history, it is likely to retain
its place in the memory when drier facts are forgotten.

The Gauls, say these Annals, reached the walls of
Rome on the evening of the battle. But the open
gates, and the unnatural quiet, awed them ; they feared
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a stratagem, and put off their entrance till the morn-
ing. They met with no resistance; all who could
bear arms had shut themselves in the Capitol, with
their wives and children : the priest of Quirinus (the
deitied Romulus), and the Vestal Virgins, who had
charge of the Iiternal Iire, had buried some of the
sacred images, and carried the rest for safety to the
little town of Cicre.  Such of the lower orders as were
not trained to arms were bid to shift for themselves,
ad most of them at once dispersed into the country.
The older senators and patricians announced their
intention of meeting death where they were—they
would not burden the defenders of the Capitol, they
said, with the maintenance of their useless bodies.
Soma say that by a solemn formula they devoted
their lives for Rome. So, when the Gauls eutuul
the Forum by the Colline,Gate, (G, and splead themselves

to plunder, they saw a stmn% bl"]lt

“The houses of the lower ordcrs were shut up, but the
halls of the chicf men stood open 5 and they hesitated more
at entering these than at hreaking open sueh as were elosed
against them, Thus it was not without a certam awe and
reverence that they beheld, sitting in the vestibules of
their houses, figures which not only in their costume and
decorations, whose magnificence seemed to their eves more
than mortal, hut in the majesty of their looks and heaving,
were like uuto gods, While they stood tisedly regarding
them as though they were statues; a Gaul is =aid to have
stroked the beard, worn long as it was in those days, of
one of them, Marens Papirius, who smote him on the head
with his ivory staft, m.‘dl‘“nm his Wrath ; with that hecan
a general massacre, and the rest were klllul where they
sat.”—(v. 41.)
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The city was sacked and burnt; but the eitadel
held out.  DTart of the host stayed to Dblockade it,
while the rest spread themselves over the country to
plunder.  Que, division attacked the town of Ardea.
There Camillus was ‘frowmff ar cx in cmh,——mvu'rh-
— 2
ing awunqt', cods and men, :md askuw where were the
men who had fought with him at Veii and Falerii,
who were always brave at least, if not always success-
ful7”  He roused the men of Ardea to a night attack
upon the barbarians, and cut them to pieces. “ Friends
and enemies declared alike that there was nowhere to
he found a warrior like Camillus.” The Roman fugi-
tives collected at Veii, and took heart, and named the
hero of the times once more Dictator.

But before he could reach Rome, says the story,
weaker counsels had prevailed.  The Gauls had dis-
covered a way to climb the gteep of the Capltol and,
but for those we akeful geese who have passed Into a

sorose wareltl g%
proverh, and the” Tieroism of Manlius, who dashed lis
shield in the face of the leader of alc escalade, and
hurled him down upon his ascending comrades, the
last stronghold of the Romans would have been taken.
Still the blockade went on; but the famine was sore
among the defenders, and at last they were fain to
bribe their invaders, who were themselves dying in
heaps from pestilence, fo take a ransom in gold and
depart. Then the barbarians brought false weights ;-
=1 barh
and when the Roman officer protestul ‘their chief, or
“ Brennus,” as they called him,* insultingly threw his | ’

* The name is plainly not an appellative : it is the Celtie

Bran or Cymric Brenhin, a chief or king.
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" sword into the scale, and gave no explanation beyond

| the words, “ Woe to tho conquered!” But, said the
legends in conclusion, before the disgraceful bargain

" had been concluded, the great Dictator marched in
from Veii, bade the gold be taken back, and told his
* countrymen to remember that Rome must be wi‘n_:s_omed~
“not with gold but stcel. He drove the Gauls out of
the city, defeated them in two great battles, destroyed
their camp, and “not a man was left to carry home
the news of their disaster.”’

Such is the story told by Livy; evidently so
coloured and exaggeratced, to enhance the glory of
Camillus and to save the wounded honour of Rome,
that all attempts to rectify the history, and sift the
truth out of the fiction, are more ingenious than satis-
factory. Through it all there stands out the great fuct
that Rome was taken and burnt, and the Capitol held
to ransom ; and there is e‘ifcry reason to suppose that
the Gauls got clear off with most of their plunder.
Ilow great must have been the devastation made by
such an inroad we might readily imagine, ¢ven if wo
did not collect sufticient intimation of it from the pages
of Livy. 1o tells us how the buildings in the city
were so utterly ruined, that the mass of the people
would have deserted them for ever, had not every
patriotic argument and every religious sentiment been
appealed to. Once more—and this time perhaps
with better reason—the cry was raised for a general
migration to Veii; and Camillus, still the controlling
spirit in all emergencies of war and state, had to im-
plore his fellow-citizens not to desert the gods and
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altars of their native city. IRome had prospered, he
reminded them, only so lpng as she had been mindful
of her sacred trust. The words which Livy has put
into his mouth are surely the expression of the writer’s
own intense love for Rome and Italy. -

“We hold a city founded under auspices and with solemn
inauguration ; tlurc is no_spot w ithin its walls t,lmt is not,

{ull of o dnmo or cerece and ]ullu\wd assoelations. T]IO

T.L) s on which our :;i:(:at sacrificos recur are not morcstrictly
fied than the places where they are to be offered.  Will
you desert all these objects of adoration, public and private,
my fellow-citizens? . . . Some will say, perhaps, that
we can fulfil these sacred duties at Veii, or send cur own
priests from thence to perform them here. Neither can e
done without breaking our religious obligations.  What
shall T say of the Eternal Fire of Vesta, and of that Tmage *
preserved in the guardianship of her temple as the pledge
of our empire {  What of your sacred shields, O great Mars
and Father Quirinus 1 Is it your will to forsake and leave
to desecration all these hallowed symbols, old as the city
herself, some cven older than her fmmd wion ?

I speak of ceremonies, and of temples—what shall T say of
those who gnard them? Your Vestals have one only scat,
whence nothing but the capture of the city ever yet moved:
them. The Priest of Jupiter may not lawfully pass a single;
night outside the city walls, Will you make these minis-!
ters of Veil instead of Rome?

“If in this whole city no hetter or more commodious
dwelling could be erected than that hut in which our
Founder lived,—were it not hetter to live in huts like
shepherds and peasants, amidst your own shrines and
houschold gods, than go into this national exile ?

* The Palladium-—the wooden image of Pallas, asserted to
Lave been brought by Aneas from Troy,
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Does our affection for our native place depend on walls
wd beams? For mine own part, when I was late in exile,
[ confess that as often as my native city came into my
thoughts, there rose before my eyes all this,—these hilly,
these plains, yon Tiber, and the scene so familiar to my
sight, and the bright sky under which T was born and
brought up. O Roman countrymen! rather let these
things move you now, by thelove you bear them, to stay
where you are, than wring your hearts with regret for
‘hem hereafter ! Not withont canse did gods and men fix
m this spot to found a city : health-giving hills, a river
nigh at hand, to bring in food from all inland places, to
veceive supplies by sca; the sea itself handy for commeree,
yet not so near as to expose the city to hostile fleets 5 aspot
central to all Ttaly, adapted beyond all others for the
srowth of a great state.”—(v. 54.)

The appeal was successful, and the citizens began to
rebuild.  We are told (though here we have probably
some exaggeration) that every public monument was
destroyed, and every record burnt ; that the very sites
of the temples were in many cases hard to trace;
and that the streets were choked with the charred and
blackened heaps of what had once been houses, so
that a man could hardly recognise where his own
dwelling had stood, while ruin and desolation were
spread for miles beyond the city walls,  Xven when
the people had with difliculty been persuaded to
undertake the task of rebuilding their dwellings, the
borrowing of mouey at high interest brought about the
old difticulty of hopeless debt. The war-tax was
doubled, which pressed with ad:litional severity on a
decreasing population. Rome was thrown back almost
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to its condition a century before.  And, to crown the
public embarrassment, the subject-allies who had re-
mained stanch to Rome ever since the treaty of
Spurius Cassius, the Lating and Hernicans, took ad-
vantage of her lowered fortunes to assert again their
independence,



CIIAPTER V.
CONQUEST OF LATIUM.

(BOOKS VI.-VIIL. B.C. 390-338.)

WoaTevER gloss the Roman aunalists may have put
upon the actual facts of the terrible struggle with the
Gauls, the coldest historical judgment must confess
that Rome is never gmmler than in her misfortunes.
The ('1ty was rebuilf 7 new 1mmwmnts—ﬁom Veu,
from Capenz, from Falerii—were admitted to the
rights of citizenship, to supply the gaps made in their
ranks by the last fatal war; the numbers must have
been even angmented by this process, for we are told
that four new tribes were added to the twenty-one,
Camillus fills the stage still. He gains fresh vie-
tories over tho Volscians, and over a new Etruscan
federation,—for the adversity of Rome was the op-
portunity for all her hostile neighbours; even the
Lating and Iernicans, as hag been said, hastened to
renounce her alliance, not only refusing the usual con-
tingent of men, but even supplying aid to the enemy.
The details of the various miror wars, as given by
Livy, cannot be trusted; but it is plain from sub-
sequent events that Rome was able to hold her
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own., The Latins and Hernicans, seeing things
going against them, sent to repudiate the act of their
citizens who had been found fighting in the ranks of
the Volscians, and to claim that such of them as had
been taken prisoners (many were of high rank) should
be handed over to their own government for punish-
ment. The senate sternly bid the envoys betako
themselves at once “out of the sight of the Roman
people:” they would not guarantee to rebels, they
said, the immunity of ambassadors.

But while Rome thus bravely maintained her honour
against cxternal enemies, though not without some
narrowing of her borders for the time, her internal
condition was ono of great suffering for the larger
class of her citizens, on whom the pressure ute of debt and
taxation was \vewlnnﬂ more heavily from day to day.
Again, whether from generous impulse or sclfish ambi-
tion, one of her distinguished citizens put himself for-
ward as the champion of the oppressed; and again,
rightfully or wrongfully, he was charged with secking
to make himself a king. Manlius, known as “ Capi-
tolmus, from his late heroic defence of the Capitol, '
‘was jealous—so said his enemies—of the honours of
Camillus : was indignant, he said himself, at the suf-
ferings of the honest commons. One day he saw—
what was no uncommon sight at Rome—an unfortu-
nate debtor being hurried off by his creditor to end his
days in the “ hard-labour-house,” or possibly by starva-
tion. In this case thesman was an old officer, whose
services were known. Manlius stopped him, and paid
the debt on the spot, not without some rhetorical de-
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clamation (in which we hear Livy’s voice, and not
Manlius’s) against the oppression of the poor by the
rich, and his own great deeds, and his sympathy with
an old fellow-soldier. 1Ie followed up this popular
act by others cven more liberal ; he sold his lands, and
advanced the money without interest to those who
were in debt, until it was said that more than four
hundred owed their liberty to him.  Men hailed him
as the “ Father of the Commons.,” Crowds followed
his steps in publie, and waited at his doors. 1le ex-
cited their feelings yet more by openly asserting that
these patricians, not content with enjoying the use of
all the public lands, and living on the hard labour of
their poor debtors, had secreted the gold which had
been recovered from the Gauls; “he knew where the
money was, and would tell them some day.”

Cossus had already been appointed Dictafor—partly
in view of "this perilous state of things—and he was
now hurriedly recalled from the army to Rome. He
summoned Manlius before him, and called upon him
for proof of his slanderous charges. The speech which
the annalist assigns to Manlius by way of defence was
certainly, if it was spoken, as revolutionary as a speech
could be. “Ife was well aware that the nomination
of a Dictator was meant as a weapon against himself
and the commons, not against a foreign enemy. Did
they ask why he put himself forward alone as the
champion of the people? They might as well ask why
‘he alone had saved the Capitel. They required him
to tell them where the gold was that had been taken
from the Gauls ;—why ask what they all so very well
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knew? Ile, at all events, would give no information
of the kind at the bidding of his enemies.” Ho was
arrested and thrown into prison, appealing loudly to
all the gods against this ingratitude and injustice.
Topular as he was, there was no attempt at riot.  The
annalist, in spite of his evident sympathy with the
patrician party, pays a remarkable iribute to tho
Roman populace: one might almost think he was
speaking of an English mob. ¢ They had an invineible
vespeet,” he says, ““for legitimate authorily.” No man
questioned the order of the Dictator.  DBul numbers of
the people went into mourning, and crowds gathered
round the gates of the prison where the popular hero
was confined. The scnate tried to appease the public
excitement by an expedient which they hoped would
win for them a counter-popularity—a distribution of
the lands of the town of Sajriun, recently recovered ;
and two thousund settlers were sent out to oceupy them:
but this only drew forth the taunt, that it was meant
to bribe them into the desertion of their favourite. So
threatening was the appcearance of things that Man-
lius was released. -
" This concession did but encourage the malcontents.
Manlius held meetings—some at night—in which his
language is reported as seditious in the highest degree.
1Ie reminded his partisans of the fate of those patriotic
martyrs, Spurius Cassius and Mealius: he called upon
them to rid themselves, once for all, of consuls and
dictators ; it was the cemmons who ought to rule. Ile
was the champion of the commons: if there were any
higher style and title with which they chose to invest
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i their leader, let them employ it, if so they could better
gain their ends! Such an expression was certainly
plain enough. Manlius was at once impeached.  So
terrible was this charge of “making himself a king,”
that for that reason, probabl), it was remarked how
he was attended at his trial by no crowd of friends in
mourning, as was the usual custom ; not even did his
two brothers take their places by his side.  For the same
reason, even the commons were now ready to condemn
him.

“When the day of trial eame, I cannot ascertain from
any authority what was brought against him by his accusers
that had to do with his aiming at royal power, beyond the
crowds he collected round him, his seditious language,
his largesses, and the false charge he had made. But I
cannot doubt that the evidence on that point was strong,
because the hesitation of the people to condemn him lay
not in the case itselfy but in. the place of trial.  That fact
seems worthy of remark, that men may understand how
the greatest and most hrilliant public services may become
not only thankless but even hateful; when joined with that
accursed lust for power.  He is said to have brought for-
ward nearly four hundred men whom he had supplied
with money free of interest, whose goods he had saved
from public sale, and whose per<ons from imprisonment,
Added to thiy, he is saild not only to have recited the
honours he had gained in the field, but to have displayed
them to public view ;—spoils stripped from slain enemies to
the number of thirty, as many®as forty personal rewards
from his commande 1\, amnxw which were conspicuous two

¢mural’ and cight ‘civic” crowns*  More than this, he
L]

* The “mural” for being the first to enter the enemy’s
works ; the ““civic” for saving the life of a comrade.
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brought forward the fellow-citizens whose lives he had
saved from the eneny, naming among them, though not
present, C. Servilius, Master of the Horse.  And when
he had recounted all his services in war, in glowing lan-
guage corresponding to the brilliancy of his exploits, he
bared his breast, scarred all over with wounds received in
battle,  Turning his eyes from time to time to the Capitol,
he called on Jove and the other powers there to aid himat
his need, and prayed them to inspire the people of Rome
with the same spirit, in this his day of peril, which they
had given him to protect that Capitol for the Roman
people’s deliverance ; and implored those who heard him,
one and all, to lovk on the Capitol and its fortress, to be-
think them of the immortal gods, and so give their judg-
ment.,”—(vi. 20.)
They could not condemn him, says the story, where
he stood in the Campus Martius, still stretching out
his hands towards thoe rock which towered above them ;
the court broke up, and met next day outside the city
gates, in a spot whence the Capitol could not be seen,
and there adjudged him to death. Ile was thrown
from the Tarpeian rock, the placo he had defended.
“Such was the end,” says the annalist, ¢ of a man who
had been worthy of all remembrance, had he not been
born a citizen of a free city "—that is, a city whichj
would not hear the name of “king.” All partics seem
to have thought him guilty of this treason to the
commonwealth, at the fime: even his own family
made a vow that none of them henceforth should bear
the name of Marcus; but when a pestilenco followed
next year, no wonder that the repentant commons said
it came as the avenger of Marcus Manlius,

The pressure of debt and consequent poverty still
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continued, and it becamo plain, even to the moderate
men of the patrician party, that some remedial mea-
sures were absolutely necessary.  According to Livy,
an exhibition of female jealousy gave the first impulse
to the struggle which ended in the most substantial
victory yet won by the commons. Two sisters of the
greab house of the Fabii had nmrxcd —one a patrlcmn

who was a mlhbuy tribune ; ; tho other a plebelan

Licinius Stolo, rich and distinguished, but ‘still of the
unpnvxlc%d order.  The younger Fabia was startled
by the lictor’s appearance at her elder sister’s door,
announcing the retnrn of her husband from the Forum
~—mnuch to the amusement of the minister’s lady ; and
in her mortification she complained to her father of
her loss of position. The father promised her that her
own hushand should soon enjoy similar public rank ;
and from that time he gnd his son-in-law, Licinius,
began to agitate for what were afterwards known as
;the great Licinian Bills, . These propositions, when they
took shapn were three in number. The first provided
that it should be Jawful, from that date, to deduet from
the capital sum of all standing debts the amount already
paid in interest.  The second made it illegal for any
citizen to oceupy, as fomant of the state, more than
five hundred jugers (about 280 acres) of the public
land ; which would leave a lagge portion to be allotted
to now claimants, and was practically an agrarian law.
The third enacted that in future one_of the two, con-
suls must be chosen from the pl(,bemn older. The first
would appear an arbitrary and stringent measure, ouly
to be explained by the fact of so many being daily
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reduced by hopeless debt into a condition of the most
miserable serfdom, and by remembering that in most
ancient commonwealths, as with the Jews, usury
taken from a fellow-citizen was held discreditable ;
the second was of course highly unpopular with the
privileged class, who looked upon their large and profit-
able holdings as their own byuse and wont; but the last
was perhaps the bitterestof all to the patricians, as throw-
ing down the great barrier between class and class. After
a struggle which according to Livy lasted ten years,
during some of which the city was almost in a state
of anarchy,—a struggle maintained with great energy
on both sides, yet with considerable patience and for-
bearance, for though another “ secession ” on the part
of the commons was threatened, no blood was shed in
the contest,—the three “Licinian Rogations ” passed
into law, and a share in the pighest magistracy of the
state was permanently sceured for the commons. A
temple was erected to ¢ Concord,” to mark the happy
termination of the long struggle, and a fourth day was
added to the Great Games at Rome. The annalist
records it subsequently as a curious fact, that Licinius
Stolo was the first notable victim of his own law, heing
convicted of holding more than the legal quantity ot
public land,

The border warfare wjth Volscians and Latins was
still going on; and we find inserted in the Annals,
though somewhat indistinctly, a second inroad of the
Gauls, and_a_complete defcat “of them near Aib'a by’
Camillus, now in his old age for the fifth time named”

E I e

A.C.8.8., vol. i, F
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Dictator.* A year afterwards, he died of one of the
constantly recurring pestilences.  ““Ile had lived five-
and-twenty years after his return from exile, justly
styled the sccond founder, after Romulus, of the city
of Rome.”
Two stories are told by our author of this period,
which, whether true or fictitious, are interesting as illus-
"trations of the old Roman spirit., One of tho house of
the Manlii had been named Dictator for a religious pur-
“pose, and had made use of his power to raise a levy of
troops to indulge his military vanity. Ilis cruel dis-
position had shown itsclf especially in his treatment
. of his son Titus, a slow-witted youth who had a hesi-
" tation in his speech, whom he had banished from his
“home, and treated as a slave. 1le was brought to
. trial for it by ono of the tribunes. The son heard of
it on the farm where he yas working, obtained admit-
tance to tho tribune’s house, and suddenly presenting
himself before the magistrate as he lay in bed, with a
large knife in his hand, threatened him with instant
death unless he promised to drop the prosccution
against his father; which the tribune, seeing him in
terriblo earnest, did. Livy admits that it was “not
I"a good constitutional precedent, though praiseworthy
Hfor its filial duty ;7 but it was so strongly in accord-
ancoe with tho Roman fecling, that, in spite of his in-
firmity and utter inexpericnee, he was elected by

* This story is related by other writers also; but Arnold
considers it to he “mercly a fabrication of the memorials of the
house of the Furii—the last which occurs in the story of
Camillus, and not the least serupujous.”—1list. of Rome, ii. 49.
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popular acclamation to a high command in the legions
next year.

In that same year is placed the well-known legend,
so often a subject for poet and painter, of _E_]}_tz_(_levotion

of ercu‘; Curtius, . How a gw.tt chasm yawned—

none knew from what causc—m tbe middle of the.
Forum ; how the oracles said it “eould only be closed
by casting into it “the Dbest thing that Rome pos-
sessed,” most readers know ; but Livy tells the sequel
in his most picturesque manner.

“Then young Marens Curting, a gallant soldier, chid *
them all for doubting that there could be any better thing in !
Rome than good weapons and a stout heart. e called for !
silence ; :md Tooking towards the temples of the immortal |
gods that crowned the Forum, and towards the Capitol, |
he lifted his hands fivst to heaven, and then stretching
them downwards, where the gnlf yawned hefore him, in
supplication to the Powers leclow, he solemnly devoted
himself to death.  Mounted on his horse, which he had
clothed in the most splendid trappings that could he found,
e leapt all armed into the chasm, while crowds of men and
women showered in after him precious gifts and fruits.”—
(vii. 6.) 1

Thirty years after their first appearance, the Gauls
made a second inroad into Latium_(m.c. 361), and a

third some fow years T later. Thcy are_illustrated by
two popular storics of personal combat; the first

Detween a gigantic Ganl and ypun« I‘ltus Manlius,
who had his surname of “Torquatus” from the goldcn
circlet, the well-known Celtic ornament, which he
took from the neck of his antagonist ; and the second
Dbetween Valerius and another "wantlc champion, who
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like Goliath stalked in front challenging the Roman
ranks. Valerius was said to have been assisted by
a crow which beat its wings about the face of his
cnemy, and thenceforth to have borne the name of
“Corvus.” Doth heroes were soon to be better
T

known, and for exploits more important, and pro-
bably more authentic if less picturesque. With the
help of the Latins, who had renewed the old alliance
with Rome, the invading Gauls were beaten, if these
Annals are to be trusted, in several great battles—the
last under a second Furius Camillus, son of the great
Dictator.  From this time forth we hear of them no
more in Latium.

The Etruseans of Tarquinii were at the same time
mfljﬂfmvr on with their Roman ]101"]1})0111‘3 a war which
is marked by somewhat more than ordinary ferocity.
Theyhad defeated a Romap consul, and taken numerous
prisoners ; and in accordance with that horrible super-
stition which, ag we may see hereafter, found its way
into the religion of Rome, they had sacrificed above
threo hundred Roman soldiers to their national deities.
That it was a solemn ““act of faith,” and not a mere out-
burst of savage cruelty, is clear from Livy’s description
of a subsequent battle, in which the Iitruscan priests
-—who were in fact the [Lucumones or chiefs of the
nation—marehed in the front with wild gesticulations,
¢ brandishing live snakes and burning torches in their
hands.”  In that war the first plebeian rose to the
dictatorship—Marcus _ Rutllus ;and his victories over
the Etruscans of anulnu weroe rewarded by a triumph,
in spite of all the jealous efforts of the senate to
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resist it. Two years afterwards, a still more signal vie-
tory is recorded, and a terrible act of reprisal followed,
Three hundred and fifty-cight of the best-born citizens
of Tarquinii were saved from the general massacre
which ensued on the taking of the town, and were sent
prisoners to Rome ; there to be “scourged with rods
and then beheaded in the Forum ”—in retaliation for
the deed of the Titruscan priesthood four years hefore.
The people of Cwre had found the bond of their
eommon Etruscan blood too strong not to join Tarquinii
in levying war against Rome ; but when they humbly
deprecated punishment, the Lom:ms were magnanimous
cenough to remember only the shelter they had given,
in the terrible days of the Gauls, to the Vestal Vir-
¢ins and the Sacred Fire. In the midst of all these
difﬁcu]tios, two more new tribes wero addg(} to the
bllbl]]lttell Volscians,

We are now to enter npon a period which the
historian is eareful to inform us o considers the

most momentous in the history of Rome.
et St s A et
“The wars we have to relate from this point onwards
are greater, whether as regards the strength of the enemy,
the distance of the scene of action, or the length of the
war.  For in this year hostilities 1w~r.m with the Saumites,
a people powerful alike ingwoalih mul inarms. This war
with the Samnites, in which the struggle was Tong doubt-
3 >
ful, \\‘.w followed 1;"y theﬂatmk of Pyrrhus, and lylrhus-_y .
the Carthaginians"=(Vi 90y~

© At hag i
These Samnites, with whom Rome now began a
— :
struggle which was to last, with little intermissinn, for
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more than fifty years, were of Sabine extraction, occu-
pying that district of the Apennines now known as
the Matese, and thenco extending their conquests into
the plains of Campania. Here they came into collision
with the Romans. In the course of one of their
inroads they threatened Capua ; and the men of that
city, after ineffectual attempts to drive them offy sought
aid from Rome. With some rcluctance, the annalist
says—for there was an old convention existing with
the Samnites—the aid was given, so far that envoys
wero sent to request them not to meddle with the
friends of Rome. The Samnites treated the message
with contempt, and the Roman consuls took the field
at once. One of them was Valerius “the Crow,” the
darling of the soldiers, not only from his recent ex-
ploit, but from his genial manners, his hearty good
comradeship, and his exgellence in all athletic games.
Their victory was complete, 30,000 of the enemy being
cut to picces in the first battle, won by the gallantry
of one of the consul's licutenants, Deciug Mus, and
their camp taken, and 40,000 shields left on the field
of battle in a sccond engagement.®  Capua was garmi-
soned by the Romans; but the luxury and idleness
of a winter spent in that city, we are told, corrupted
the soldiers. A serious mutiny was the consequence,
which threatencd the safcty,of Rome, until Valerius

* ¢«“We have no real history of the Samnite war in this first
campaign, but accounts of the warthy deeds of two famous
Romans, M. Valerius Corvus and P. Decius Mus.  They are
the heroes of the two stories, and there is evidently no other
object in cither of them but to st off their glory.”—Arnold.
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(appointed Dictator in the emergency) quicted it by
his wise mediation ; a general amnesty was granted,
and the troops returned to their duty.

But the demands which the soldiers are said to havo
made, that no man who had served during one cam-
paign in a higher rank should in the next be called
upon to accept a lower—that no man’s name should be
struck off the roll without his own consent—and that
the disproportionate pay of the cavalry should be re-
duced—point to other elements of discontent than the
dissipations of Capua. The movement amongst the
troops was probably connected with a new agitation
amongst the commons in their civil ecapacity; for
coincident in time we find two measures proposed
and apparently carried by one of the tribunes, which
Livy dismisses in a very few lines, but which must
have been of great political significance : first, that it
should be absolutely illegal %o lend money at interest ;
secondly, that no man should be re-elected to the same
magistracy within ten years (a check upon the monopoly
of public office by tho great houses); and lastly, that
as one consul now must be, so in future both consuls
miyht be, plebeians. i

Tho next year saw a change in the relations of Rome
and her neighbours which is not very easy to compre-
hend.  The Samnites had made a truce with Rome ;
but the war in Campan}a still went on, and the towns
which wero hard pressed by the Samnites turned to
the Latin league for the protection which was refused
them from Rome. The Roman annalist assures us that
the Latins cagerly seized on the opportunity to engage
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the Campanians in a conspiracy against the supremacy
of Tome; but it is more than possible that they were
indignant at the separate peace which Rome, for her
own ends, had made with the common enemy. Te
this as it may, the Latins were summoned to send
envoys to Rome to e\(pl(un their intentions. When
they arrived, they made a proposal as to the terms of
alliancee for the future which was probably not so
unreasonablo in itself as it would appear to a Roman.
It was, that on condition of Rome being still acknow-
ledged as head of the confederacy, one of her two con-
suls, and half of the senate, should henceforth be chosen
from the Latins.

Then Titus Manlius “of the Torque,” newly
clected consul, rose in his place, and loudly declared
that should the Roman senate be cowardly enough
to submit to such (llf‘tdtl()]l from ¢ provincials,” he
would slay with his own "hand the first Latin who
dared to take his seat there. Amidst general in-
dignation, he vehemently invoked the gods of Rome
against such a profanation. The Latin envoy, quit-
ting the senate-house in haste, fell headlong down
the steps and was taken up senseless,  Manlius pro-
nounced it a judgment from the insulted deities, and
a happy omen for the Roman cause. \V.u' was de-
clared at once against the Latins; botll eosuls set
“out for Capua, and by a curious shifting of relations,
the Sammites now found themselves, in virtue of the
late truce, the allies of Ilome.

The foe with whom Rome was now engaged was more
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formidable than the Samnites. The strugglo against
the Latins, says the annalist, had many of the features
of a civil war. Romans and latins spoke the samo
language, worshipped the same gods, had married into
cach other’s families, and fought side by side against
the same cnemies.  “There was nothing,” says Livy,
“in which the Latins differed from the Romans, ex-
cept in conrage,”—but here we must remember it is
a Roman who speaks. The struggle was sharp and
bloody ; but, perhaps for the same reasons, it was
comparatively short.

Possibly it was the feeling that they were now in
face of an enemy to whom Roman tactics and modes
of warfare were thoroughly familiar, which led to the
stern instance of military discipline recorded of the
consul Manlius. He had given strict orders that there
was to be 1o ihdependen§ personal fighting in front
of the lines. His own son was in command of a troop
of light cavalry, employed to reconmoitre. He was
challenged by a captain of Tusculan horse, and, pro-
voked by his taunts, fought and killed him. It was
in vain that he pleaded his father’s own precedent in
the case of the Gaul; the consul-—as stern a parent as
he had been a dutiful son—would see nothing in the
case but a wilful breach of discipline—a double act
of disobedience to his chicf and to his father. The
only compliment he paid his son was to say he knew
that, like a true Manlius, he would bear his doom
bravely, Ie was beheaded in the presence of the
army, amid the lamentations of his comrades, and
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! their bitter excerations on the father ; but the consul’s
lorders were obeyed thenceforth.*

When the engagement took place—somewhere in
the ncighbourhood of Mount Vesuvius—an act of
heroism of another character, yet still thoroughly Ro-
man, gave to the name of its hero a lasting place in
Roman memory. The second Roman consul was

/ glgg}_ls Mus, one of the heroes of the late Sammite
war. Doth consuls had seen a vision in the night,
warning them that the gods required as the victims
“an army on the onc side, and a general on the other.”
They at once made a joint resolve that if either of
the Roman wings gave way, the commander of that
wing should devote himself to death. When the
usual sacrifices were offered before the battle, it was
announced that the omens were fatal for Decius.  Ile
simply answered that “it was well, if those of his
j colleague were favourable.”  In the battle, his wing
hegan to give ground. e at once summoned the
+ Pontifex—the official who must give directions.

“The Pontifex bade him put on his official eivie robe,
veil his head, and place his hand beneath his toga upon his
chin; then, standing on a spear placed under his feet, to
say these words: €O Januy, Jupiter, our Father Mars,
Quirinus, Bellona, ye Lares, ye Nine-Fold deities,t gods
of our nation, gods in whose hands are we and our enemies,

.
* This severity of discipline was a national tradition with
the Romans. A Posthumiug is said to have done the same thing
previously in a war with the Volseians.  Livy does not eredit
the story ; but an allusion in Aulus Gellins shows that it was
currently believed,  Seo Book iv. ch. 29, Aul. Cell. i. 13.
+ These are uncertain.
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I pray you, I adore you, I ask and win your pardon,—that
to the Roman people of the Quirites ye may vouchsafe
strength and victory, and strike the enemies of the Roman
people of the Quirites with terror, panic, and death,  And
as T pronounce these words, so for the republic of the
Quirites, for the army, legions, and allies of the Roman
people, T devote the legions and allies of the cnemy,
together with mine own body, to the Manes and the
Tarth)  When he had thus prayed, he bade his lietors
¢o to Manlius, and straightway tell him he bad devoted
himself for the army. Girding his robe round him,
he leapt on his horse, fully armed, and charged into
the centre of the encmy. Both hosts saw in him a more
than mortal presence, as though he were sent from hewven
as a vessel charged with the whole wrath of the gods, to
turn destruction from his own host and hurl it on the
cnemy. So the panic and terror he bore with him first
shook the enemy’s front, then spread through all their
ranks. Certain it is, that wherever he rode, there men
trembled as though struck by pestilence.”— (viii. 9.)

A stratagem of the other consul's—bringing up his
veterans only at the last—completed the victory which
this panic had begun.  “We find in some writers,”
says Livy, ¢ that the Samnites, who had waited to see
what turn the fighting would take, came up to help
the Romans after the day was won.” * Searcely a fourth
part of the enemy’s force, we are told, escaped the
slanghter ; their camp was taken, and the Latin power
uiterly broken. They succecded in raising a fresh

* “There was no Samnite historian to tell, and no Roman
annalist would tell truly. Nor need we wonder at this ; for if
we had ouly certain English accounts of the battle of Waterloo,
who would know that the Prussians had any effectual share in
that day’s victory ?”’—Arnold.
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army, only to be beaten again by the same consul.
Many of their towns surrendered at once ; and after a
fow ineffectual struggles, the conquest was complete.
‘Within three years of its beginning, the greatest war
in which Rome had yet been Ln(r:wed was finished :
the great Latin confederacy was broken up for ever;
terms granted to each separate city were such as to
isolate them as far as possible, and prevent any such
union for the future ; and the Romans and Latins he-
came practically one commonwmlth o

Manlius was honoured, at the e)\piration of his
consnlship, with a well-carned trinmph.  But it had
its drawbacks.  “Only the older men went forth to
meet him ; the younger, both then and all his life
after, abhorred and excerated him.”  Such is the histo-
rian’s brief but emphatic remark.  They remembered
only the unrelenting sentenge which had taken the life
of his son.



CHAPTER VI
THE ROMANS BECOME MASTERS OF ITALY.

(BOOKS VIIL-X. B.C. 327-290.)

Rowe and Samnium were both too warlike, and per-
fiaps Hoth too 'unbltlous, long to remain peaceful
neighbou When the war with the Latins was.
over, and’ neither required each other’s support against
a common enemy, they watched cach other’s move-
ments with jealous eyes. ‘The Samnites took I'regella
from the Volscians, and destroyed it; the Romans
afterwards sent a colony to occupy it, as its position
was important in maintaining their line of communi-
cation with Samnium ; though this was, in fact, taking
possession of a Samnite conquest. The Samnites, on
the other hand, were accused of exeiting to disaffection,
secretly or openly, some of the smaller states within
the Roman dominion. War was incvitable, and both
were prepared for it.

The first action of any importance resulted in a
victory gained by the Romans under somewhat re-
markable circumstanecs, Lapirius Cursor had been
named Dictator for the war, and Tiads §itictly charged
his Master of the Horse—a Ifabius—-not to engage the

S.
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enemy in his absence. DBut Fabius found the tempta-
tion of command too strong, and fought and defeated
the Samnites— Livy assures us, with immense loss.
The Dictator, on his return, sentenced him to death
for breach of orders. The troops broke out into almost
open mutiny ; the Dictator was obstinate; and the
terrible precedent set by Manlius scemed likely to
be repeated with highly dangerous results. Fabius
escaped to Rome: there his aged father appealed on
his behalf to the tribunes, but even they were loath
to question a Dictator’s sentence ; and it was not until
the senate and people united to ask the lifo of the
culprit as a boon to themselves, that Papirius at last
.gave way. Fabius was chosen one of the consuls next
year; and after a truce which the Roman annalist
accuses the Samnites of having broken, he defeated
them in a decisive battle, and reduced them to offer
terms which are represented as humiliating in the
oxtremo.  They cven proposed to give up to the
Romans one of their chicfs, whom they declared to
have been the instigator of what they now confessed to
have been “a treacherous breach of faith.” He saved
himself from Roman vengeance by suicide.

But in the next yecar arose the man who has heen
called tho Samnite Hannibal — Pontius of Tclesm
Under his able leadmlnp took piace what Ll\;y calls
“the Convention of Caudlum so memorable for the
blow that fell on Rome.” The annalist, never happy
in his military geography, is cortent here to make no
attempt to explain the movements of the campaign.
We learn little more than that the Romans were led
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by false information into a difficult defile gf the Apen-
nines, known as the ¥ Caudine I Forks where the
enemy lad already posted themselves in force, and
from which neither advance nor retreat was possible.*
ATter one or Two desperate attempts to break through,
sceing starvation imminent, they surrendered at dis-
cretion. The Samnites could not resolve how best to
use their victory. They seut to consult Herennius,
father of their general, who passed for the wisest man
amongst his people. The old maw’s first advice was,
to let their prisoners all go unharmed; and when this
was rejected os preposterous, he then recommended
that they should all be put to death. Ilc defended
this truly Machiavellian alternativo by the argument
that an enemy so powerful could only bo safely dealt
with either by the most magnanimous kindness, or hy
a blow which would eripple them for many genera-
tions.  Neither counsel was adopted.  Their lives
were offered them on condition of giving up their
arms, passing under the yoke, and quitting the
country ; hostages were also to be given for the with-
drawal of the Roman military colonies, and for their
keeping the peace for the future.  The troops are said
to have exclaimed loudly against such humiliating
terms, and against the consuls for submitting to them.
Lentulus, one of the licutenant-generals, reminded
them, in language which has a certain nobility of its
own, that their lives were needful to Rlome, and that

L
* The place cannot be identified with certainty. Nicbuhr
and Arnold arve of opinion that it was the valley between
Arienzo and Archaia, on the road from Naples to Benevento.
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even ignominy must be submitted to in the cause of
one’s country.

“While the troops were thus chafing at their destiny,
the fatal hour of their disgrace drew on, which was to
make their experience even more bitter than all their
anticipations.  First they were ordered to come outside
their lines without arms and stripped to a single garment ;
and the hostages were first given up, and led off in custody.
Then the lictors were ordered to quit the consuls, whose
military cloaks were stripped off; which bred such commi-
seration among the very men who had just heen execrating
them, and saying they onght to be given up to their fury
and torn to picees, that now the soldiers forgot their own
misery, and turned away their eyes from this outrage to
their commanders as from a spectacle too painful to look
upon.  The consuls first, stripped almost naked, were foreed
under the yoke ; then cach oflicer in succession, according
to his rank, was subjected to the like ignominy ; then the
legions, one after the other.  The enemy stood round
under arms, reviling and mocking them.  Swords were
even brandished in their faces 5 some were wounded, nay,
even killed, if their countenance expressed too fierce a
sense of the indignity, and so offended their conguerors.”
—(ix. 6, 7.)

They made their way to Capua, where they were re-
ceived with kindness and commiseration.  Thence
they returned in disorganised parties to Rome, “slink-
ing into the city late in the evening like delinquents,”
and hiding themselves at home for many days from
the eyes of their indignant fellow-citizens. The con-
suls silently abdicated their funations, and a Dictator
was again named.

The terms of the convention were shamefully broken
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by the Romans ; the annalist himself utterly fails to
. 3

st
and most unworthy quibbling.  The treaty—made, as

ake out a case of anything better than the gros:

Livy admits, by Roman consuls and tribunes—was
held not to have been made with the consent of the
Roman people.  Iven if the cousul Posthumius did,
as we are told, go back and place himself and his
brother officers in the hands of the Sammites, as
guilty of having made terms which could not he kept,
such individual self-devotion could not heal the publie
breach of faith.  The only course which might have
had any show of fair dealing was, as two of the
tribunes suggested, to restore in all points the stafus
quo at the Caudine Forks before the surrender; but
this suggestion did not gain a moment’s hearing.

The Samnite general acted with a noble scorn.  Ile
refused to aceept the vicgims whom Rome offered
him fustead ot justice ; and when the consul Posthu-
mius, with a mean ingenuity, deelaring himself to Lave
changed his nationality by this extradition of himself,
strnek the Roman herald, and declared that such an
act of violence, thus committed by “a Samnite,”
would justify the Romans in at once beginning war,
Pontius merely expressed his contempt of such a

subterfuge as

a mockery of conscience unworthy of
children, still move of glders and consulars of a great
state,” and appealed to the gods of battle against the
treachery of Rome.

But the gods weee not propitious. Though the
Samnites renewed the struggle, and maintained it for
three-and-twenty years, and though the Ilcruicans

088, vol. 1. G
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took the opportunity to revolt, and almost all Etruria
rose in arms against the Romans, tho result, in spite
of occasional reverses, was still in favour of Rome.
Livy himsclf admits that the annals of this period are
hopelessly confused, and it would be out of place here
to examine them,  One story, which bears the stamp
of invention on the face of it, asserts that in the very
fivst year of the renewed war, the Samnite general,
Pontius Telesinus, and his own whole army, had in their
turn {o pass under the yoke, and that all the arms and
standards lost by the Romans at the Candine Forks
were i the same battle recovered.  This victory is
asceribed to 1%
who, colebraled alike for Tis fleetness of foot (w]u-llt:e

irius Cursor, as then consul @ a hero

his surname of Cursor), his hodily strength, and his
areal. capacity for eating and dvinking, reminds us of
some of the knights of the Round Table, Livy considers
that: Alexander the Great, if after conquering Asia he
had turned his arms on Europe, might have met with
Tiis mateh in the great Roman Dictator. To Papirius
ix at Teast due the honour of turning the tide decisively
in this second Sammnite war by a great victory in the
Samuite tervitory, though the seene of 1t 1s uneertain,
The triumph which was aceorded to him was long re-
membered for its magnificenee 3 the splendid armour,
inlaid with wold and silver, the gilded shields and
Trilliant. costumes stripped from the Sanmite warriors,
expecially from their “Sacred Band,” made a display
never before scen at Ttome.  Whe shiclds were Jong
after used on publie oceasions to decorate the Forum,
The war lingered on for some four years more, until it
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was closed by another great defeat of the enemy a
Jovianum, where their aener: al, Statius Cellius, aml a
]—\TK‘ Tmﬂy of troops, were made prisoners, and the
Samnites were reduced to sue for peace.
During the years occupied by this second Samnite
war, the anm l]l\t} has noted some points of internal
_— .
Listory which deserve attention.  One especially he
terms, not without reason, “a second starting-pomt |
of Jiberty.” Tt was the alait wef e power of -
pllwmnvnt for debt. e refers the passing of this |
law to the popular indignation exeited by the out-
rageous eruelty practised on an unhappy debtor by
one of the Papirii, a house whose members appear to
Lave heen men of violent passions : but it was pro-
hably a result which had heen only waiting for its
accomplishment. A member of another illustrious
louse-—Appius ('11}1111111.\' “he Blind,” great-grandson
ol the Decemvit—had made himsell fimous during the
same period inomore ways than one. e will Dest,
he remembered by the great public works carried out
during his tenure of the censorship and subsequent,
consulate : the earliest of those givantic aqueducts
which, even in {heir ruing, strike us to this day with
admiration 5 and more famous still, the great road con-
]l'.,'.(.““b' Rome with Capua, known as the AP.,,
Way. Nothing so great had been attempted since
those Itrusean works which are ascribed to the Tar-

n

quins.  Diodorus tells us that they exhausted the
whole revenue of Rome : Niebuhr considers that some
of the state domain must have been alienated to pro-
vide for their cost. Dut they were not the result of
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the forced labour of the Roman commons, which made
the buildings under the *Tyrants” such a hateful
memory: they probably furnished employment for the
large hodies of Samnite or other prisoners, and so may
have been completed at comparatively little cost to the
state.  Appius, when in power, showed the lofty and
arrogant spirit of his family. Ie held lis office of
censor—in direct defiance, it would appear, of the law
to the contrary—for the full period of five years,
which was the nominal duration of the appointment,
and gave offence not only to the old patrician houses,
but even to the moderate party, by placing on the roll
of senators men who had no title to the horour exeept
their wealth.  Ilis object may fairly be suspected to
have been to attach such men to his own private in-
terests by this obligation.  Ile was the author of some
other popular measures which may have had the same
Dearing ; amongst them, fhe causing to be published
:akind of calendar containing the rubrics, as they might
* be called, of the pontifical law, which made days law
“ful or unluwful for the transaction of Dbusiness- —a
“technieal knowledge for which, hitherto, people had
to depend upon the “colleges” of pontifices and
saigies, whose members were always of the patrician
p order, A few years afterwards followed an Act Lt_l_)_(:._
Ogulnian_Law) which opened these colleges to the
plebeians, and removed anothet of the few remaining
disabilities, now chiefly religious, of that order. The
Valerian Law—permitting appeal from any magistrate
to the people—which seems to have been virtually in
abeyance, was in the same year formally re-enacted.
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The Aiquians, who had given the Romans no trouble
since the days T the CGaulish invasion, had joined the
Samnites in the last war, and the first step now taken
was their chastisement.  Standing aloue, as they did,
since the submission of the Samnites, they were no
match for the Romans. In fifty days, says the an-
nalist, the consuls took forty-one of their towns, and
“all Dut blotted out their very name from under
heaven.,”  They were yet strong cenough, however, to
make show of revolt from time to time. What he
calls a “trifling expedition” was also undertaken
a!g:tinb“‘l‘;gc;KéVfﬁ‘bfiu:n Danditti (so they are fermed)
who had been troublesome ; and by one of those mer-
ciless proceedings not uncommon with the Romans,
two thonsand of them were deliberately smoked to
death in a cave.

Some little difficulties oceurred with the Marsians
and Ltruscans ; and the hostilities with these latter
people led Lo a third and last Samnite war.  The hopes
of Sammnium were raised by a new inroad of the Gauls
into Etruria.  The Ltruscans—following in this the
Roman precedent—are said to have paid them a large
sum as black-mail to induce them to withdraw, and
further, to purchase their aid against Rome.* It
scems certain, at all events, that the Gauls threatened
Rome, and that the Samnites took advantage of the
opportunity to make every effort to form a grand
coalition against her. They were alrcady extending
their own conquests #n Lucania, from which district

* The version which Livy gives of this transaction is con-
tradicted by Polybius.
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envoys were sent to entreat aid from Rome. The
Samnites haughtily refused to listen to any remon-
strance, or to withdraw their troops, and war was at
once declared by the Romans.

The account given of the ensuing campaign, in
which the first Scipio that we meet in history com-
manded as consul, is far from clear or satisfactory :
but it seems plain that, in spite of victories claimed
and recorded, the Romans were in some straits, sinee
they called on Quintus Fabius in his old age, and in
spite of his reluctance, to aceept the consulship.- But”
Ttruria began to waver and talk of peace ; and both
consuls marched victoriously through Samnium, lay-
ing all waste with fire and sword where they went.
But the Gauls appear again in Ftrurin—hired by
Ttrusean gold, as Livy tells us—and the Samnite
general (another of the family of Gellius) took the
bold step, which Livy’s want of military knowledge
prevents him from appreciating, of leaving his own
country in the desperate state it was, and making
a countermarch into Litruria, to fix its wavering
allegiance by the presence of himself and a Sammnite
army.  Whilst the consuls, with all the available foree
of Rome, marched into Iitruria to meet him, another
Samnite army threw itself into Campania, and laid
waste the actual territory of the city of Rome. The
alarm within the city itself was greater than it had heen
since the approach of the Gauls ; and the danger of the
sibuation was inereased by personad disputes between the
consuls,  ITowever, the Samnites were checked ; and
if we cannot trust the accounts which these Annals
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give us of two great victories, at least the success was
suflicient to place Rome in safety.* The confederate
forces, hound together by no common interest except
enmity to Rome, did not long continue to act in con-
cert ; the Itruscans and Umbrians preferred to defend
their own country, and the Sammites and Gauls had
to give up their march upon the city, and draw back
upon the Apennines, followed by both Iloman consuls
and their armies.

They were brought to battle at Sentinum.  IFabius
commanded on the right against the Sammnites; his
colleague Decius on the left fronted the Gauls.  He
found these dreaded antagonists as hard to deal with
as their ancestors. Twice, when his infaniry seemed
to make no impression, he charged in person at the
head of his cavalry, and with success.  Dut as they
rode forward they came upon a new and hewildering
enemy — the war-chariots of the Gauls; at sight of
which, and the rattle of their wheels, the Roman
horses took fright, and the panic spreading to the
viders, they wheeled and took to flight, communi-
cating their own terror and confusion to the ranks of
the legionarics. The battle on the left seemed hope-
Iessly lost ; when Decius, after trying in vain to rally
his men by desperate personal exertions, bethought
himself of the heroism of his father. Tt is the
privilege of our house,” he said with a stern pride,

* Livy says that in the second of these victories, besides
killing 6000 of the enemy, and taking 2500 prisoners, the
Romans  ¢“recovered 7100” who had been made prisoners.
This is proving somewhat too much,
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““to sacrifice ourselves as the ransom of our country.”
Like his father, he called upon the Pontifex to recite
the formula of self-devotion, and added words of ter-
rible imprecation of his own.

“ T send before me where I go Panic and Rout, Blood
and Slaughter, the curse of the gods above and of the gods
below 3 Tinvolve with myself in destruction the standards,
\ the weapons, the armour of the enemy ;5 be the fate of the

" (fauls and the Sammites even the same as mine !”

So, like his father, wrapping his cloak ronnd him,
he charged where the encemy were thickest, and fell
covered with wounds.  But not even all the faith of
the Roman legionaries in this heroie act of self-sacri-
fice as ““the price of victory ” could break the steady
masses of the Gauls; and had not Fabius been in a
position by this time to reinforce his left wing, the
Romans would have heen beaten.  But he had broken
the Sammites after an obstinate fight ; and while he
drove them to their camp, he now detached a force of
cavalry and infantry to take the Gauls in rear, The
victory was soon complete : the Sammite general fell
defending his camp, and his troops, retaining their
ranks and formation, retreated sullenly from the hard-
fought fiekd.  The annalist gives the loss of the
enemy ab 25,000 killed, and 8000 prisoners ; possibly
not much exaggerated, since he admits a loss on the
Roman side, in killed alone, of 8200—7000 of them
in the wing commanded by Deeius.

It was a great victory, won gt a heavy cost; and
though the Samnites maintained a gallant struggle for
nearly two years more, their efforts must have seemed
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even to themselves almost desperate. The solemn
ceremonies with which they prepared for their last
campaign seem to show that they were consciously
playing theiv last stake. A levy en masse was raised
throughout Samnium of all who were able 1o bear
arms, who had to serve on pain of death ; and an
ancient and miysterious ceremony was revived by an
aged priest—=“out of an ancient linen roll,”—by which
cach individual soldier was brought up to the altar—
“more like a victim than a worshipper "—and com-
pelled to swear fidelity to his leaders to the death, and
vengeance on any comrade who should desert his
ranks.  Some who refused the oath were slain, we are
assured, on the spot, and the swearing-in of the rest
went on over their dead bodies. A picked body of
16,000, splendidly armed and equipped, was thus
formed by co-optation cach. man, after the fust ten,
choosing for himself a comrade till the number was
complete, who from their white dress were known as

the “ Linen Legion.”

“ Tt the Tistorian thinks that these stern vows of
obligation rather awed the soldicrs into obedience than
gave them spirit to fight.  They fought, he says,
chielly becanse they dared not fly, and “feared their
comrades more than their enemy.” He has another
victory of the Romans to record, before he closes this
last book of his First Decade. 1l closes it before
the ¢ Sammite Hannibal ” reappears once more upon
the field (we cannot bwt wonder why he has been ab-
sent so long); before Pontius of Telesina, the hero of
the Caudine Pass, turns the tide of battle for a season,
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and defeats a Roman consul ; and before he is himself
in turn defeated by the Fabii, father and son, with
the loss of 20,000 men, and taken prisener to lome,
and so the great Samnite wars were ended.  And we
are spared from reading in his pages how, to the cter-
nal disgraco of Rome, after having been led in chains
to grace the triumph of the conquerors, the gallant
Samnite general was beheaded that same day in the
dungeons of the Capitol.



CHAPTER VIL

THE LOST DKCADE.

(B.c. 204-219.)

Tur Seeond Decade of these Annals, from the eleventh
to the twenticth book, is lost, and leaves a gap of
seventy-five years. In that interval Rome had crushed
the lust opponents of her rule in Italy, had tried her
strength against foreign enemies, and begun to enter-
tain the lust of foreign conqugst.  The city of Tarentum
had sought to escape the fate of its neighbours by call-
ing in theaid of Pyrrhus, king of Epirus ;. and Pyrrhus,
who had an ambition to hecome a second Alexander,
gladly embraced the opportunity of gaining a footing
in Italy. So, for the first time, Rome and Greece met
cach other in arms. The ability of Pyrhus as a gen-
cral, the tactics of the Macedonian phalanx, with which
tho Romans were as yet unacquainted, and the tervor
and confusion created hy his elephants, won him two
great battles, and Rome had never been in more
imminent danger. But Pyrrhus was compelled to quit
Italy by the complete victory won by the Romans At
Beneventum, B.c. 275 ; and the Taventines had to pay
the penalty of having called him in, Other small
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""thtes made their final submission, and in B.c. 266 the
l]uom'mq hecame the acknowledged masters of Italy.
““Tome then entered upon a new and extended career.

She was tempted to interfere in Sieily, where the
(‘arthaginians were becoming a formidable power, in
too close neighhourhood not to be regarded with some
jealonsy.  Carthage was the most flourishing of the
e
many Phenician colonies, and had become the eapital
of Libya.  Ter merchant scamen, with the enterprise
of their race, had spread themselves along the coasts of
the Mediterrancan, voyaging as far as C'ornwall, if nob
to the Baltic, in one direction, to Sierra Leone in the
other, and planting settlements wherever openings
showed themselves for extending her commerce.  She
had flourishing factories and silver-mines in Spain,—
was in possession of nearly all what is now Andalusia
and Granada,—had gained possession of the whole of
Sardinia and Corsica and the Dalearic Tsles, was
spreading her colonies along the coasts of Sicily, and
contemplating the occupation of the whole island. A
horde of piralical adventurers called Mamertines
(children of Mamers, or Mars), scttled in Messana, were
threatened with expulsion by 1Licro, who from having
been a soldier of fortune under Pyrrhus had risen 1o
be king of Syracuse.  They appealed for aid to Rome:
the choice for them, they smd. lay between Rome and
Carthage ; they represented how dangerous it would
be for the Romans to have a Carthaginian flect sta-
tioned within sight of Italy. The Romans did not
require much persuasion ; and meanwhile Carthage
had already intervened, had arranged a peace hetween



THE FIRST PUNIC WAR. 109

the Mamertines and Ilicro, and oceupicd the harbour
of Messana. A colli~xion was inevitable : and although
iero at first joined the Carthaginians, the early suc-
cesses of the Romans soon led him to change his
policy, and he became and continued the steadfast ally
of Rome.

The two nations who now for the first time met in
arms ln'csentcd some strong national contrasts, The
Romans, soldiers from habit, as yet knew little of the
sea. The Carthaginians, on the other hand, were born
and bred sailors, but military service on land suited
neither their habits nor their tastes.  They preferred en-
gaging for this service mercenaries from Spain and from
Africa. It was not till after six years of hard training
that their great general Hamilear Dareas could bring
into the ficld any infantry that could hold their ground
against o Roman legion.  On the other hand, the
Romans had to take a Carthaginian war-galley as their
model before they had any ships afloat that could mect
those of their enemies with any hope of success. 1t is
said that within two months they built and launched
a hundred ships on the new pattern.  Thus they be-
came at Iength a match for the Carthaginians by sea,
curried the war even into Africa, and afler a struggle
of twenty-three years, by the great naval victory ofl
the Algates Islands, hady made themselves masters of
all Sicily.  This is known as the First Punic War.*
An insurreetion in  Sardinia, breal&?ﬂé “out while
Carthage was occupicl in suppressing a mutiny of

* The Romans called the Pheenicians Pwri,; hence the adjec-
tive ¢ Punie.”
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her mercenary troops at home, gave the Romans an
opportunity of taking that island under their “jpro-
tection ;” and Corsica soon followed—¢ one of {he
most detestable acts of injustice,” remarks Niebulw,
“in the history of Rome.” It was not probable that
Carthage should tamely submit to be deprived under
such circumstances of her most valuable provinces.
She had heen too weak to resist at the time: but she
only waited the honr and the man, and when they
came, hegan the Second Punic War,

Our annalist Ts now treading on safer ground, and
has the opportmnity of following more trustworthy,
authorities. " Tn this war was taken prisoner Cincius
Klimentus, a Roman senator, who afterwards wrote a,
history of Rome (in Greek), and whom Livy more
than once quotes with approbation.  Cincius even
made some personal acqyaintance with the great Car-
thagininn into whose power he had fallen. .. Fabius
Pictor, too, now hecomes a contemporary anthority ;
for e also served in these campaigns, But Livy has
chielly, though not always, followed the later history
of Polybiug, who was born about thirty years after the
conclusion of the war, and therefore might have had
aceess {o the best sourees of information,  Polybius is
generally fair and impartial ; and Livy, who had the
whole of Tis history to guid¢ him, though five hooks
of it only have reached us, is more indebted to him
than he scems willing to allow,—speaking of him
somewhat grudgingly as “an futhority by no means

to be despised.”



CIIAPTER VIIL
THIL SECOND PUNIC WAR: TIIRASYMENTUS AND CANNZE.

(RPOOKS XXIL-XXIL  B.e. 218-216.)

“Tue war maintained against the Roman people by
thie Carthaginians under Hannibal, ol which T am |
about to write, is the most memorable.” says the his-

torian, “of all that were ever waged.””  Modern author- &
ities have confirmed his judgment, so far at least as all |
ancient history is concerned. &It was no mere struggle,” [
says Michelet, “to determine the lot of two cities or)
two empires ; but it was astrife on which depended the |
fate of two races of mankind, whether the dominion !
of the world should belong 1o the Indo-Germanie or
the Semitic Tamily of nations.” ¢ Never,” says ],i\'y,*
“wero two combatant states more powerful in all re-

sources ; both were in their full strength ; they knew

cach other's tactics from former experience ; and they

were so evenly matched, that the side which was finally

victorious was at one time in the more imminent peril.”

And he adds that, strong as the opposing forees were,

their mutual hatred wi®% even stronger.

The future hero of the war had indeed bheen sworn
from his boyhood to be the enemy of Rome. His
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father, TTamilear Barcas, had brought up his three
sons, Hannibal, Habdluba], and Mago, to be, as he
said, ¢ “three lion’s whelps,” to glut themsclves on the
Dlood of Rome.  After he had been killed in Spain,
the young I1lannibal had continued to serve there
under his brother-in-law Hasdrubal, who had succeeded
to the command. Iasdrubal was assassinated; the
voice of the army, and of the Carthaginian commons,
was lowd in favour of Hannibal as his successor ; and
the graver leaders of the opposite party in vain pro-
tested against handing on the command to another of
the powerful clan of Batvcas, who scemed to threaten
Carthage with a military despotism.  The character
of the young commander, and his first reception by
the troops in Spain, is one of the most characteristic

passages in Livy’s work.,

“The veterans thought it was TTamilear restored to them
in living person: they saw the same decision in his face,
the same fire in his eyes, the very same features and ex-
pression. But he so behaved himself, that in a short time
the memory of his father became one of his least elaims to
the popular favour.  Never was a nature more fitted for
two most different dutics—to command and to obey.  So
that it would not be easy to deeide whether he was a greater
favourite with the general or with the troops. There was no
oflicer whom Tasdrubal preferred to put in command when
anything bold and energetic had to be done, and none in
whom the men had more confidence, or under whom they
would dare more. e had the greatest boldness in en-
countering danger, and the coolgst judgment in the midst
of it.  No toil could cither fatigue him bodily, or depress
his spirits.  Heat and cold he could bear glike : his rule
as to food and dvink was sct by natural appetite, not
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pleasure. His times of waking and sleeping did not de-
pend on its heing day or night ; such hours as remained
after his work was finished he gave to repose : and even
that was not courted on a luxurious couch, or by enjoining
silence. Many have seen him, wrapped in his military
clouk, stretched on the ground amongst the pickets and
sentinels.  In his dress there was no difference between
him and other young men : his horse and his arms only
were n()tlbelblt,. I[g was Dy far the best soldier in the
army, whether on foot or horseback ; the first to go into
action and the last to retive. These admirable qualities
were matehed by as remarkable faults : an inhuman eruelty,
a more than Punic perfidy ; no truth, no reverence, no
fear of the gods, no respeet for an oath, no scruple of
religion.”—(xxi. 4.)

Such was the young general (he was just twenty-six
years old), the great son of a great father, who was
now to be matched against consuls and dictators of
Rome, and after baflling apd defeating them for a
period of scventeen years, was himself finally over-
come by circumstances rather than by superiority in
arms.  The quarrel between Rome and Carthage began
in the debatable territory in Spain. The ost
cause was the siege of Saguntum (now Murvmdro) 1>y
mnmﬁﬂ tho (lll(,btl()ll being whether that town did
or did not lie within the line of demarcation agreed
upon by treaty between the Romans and Carthagini-
ans in Spain.  Ambassgdors were sent from Rome to
warn Hannibal to hold his hand from “allies of Ilome ;”

sible

and upon his refusing them an audience, they at once
proceeded, in accordatice with their instructions, to
Carthage. Still they got no satisfactory answer; and
ITannibal meanwhile pressed on the siege of Sagun-
A.C.8.8, vol. 1, H
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tum vigorously. In spite of a gallant resistance of
eight months, during which he was himself severely
wounded, it was taken by storm, and every man in it
put to the sword. The leading citizens had preferred
a voluntary death: they had heaped all their valu-
ables in the market-place, made a funcral pile of them,
and thrown themselves upon it.

The indignation of the Romans was extreme, not
unmixed with remorse for having delayed their own
interference too long.  They sent a second embassy
to Carthage, demanding peremptorily that the act of
ITannibal should either be avowed or disavowed. The
discussion in the Carthaginian senate was short and
fierce.  Their chief speaker concluded by saying :—

“¢TLeave off talking about Saguntum and the Ebro ; and
as we know what you have loxw been nursing in your
hearts, let us have it outr at last)  Then tlm Roman
gathered his robe into a fold in front of him, and said,
‘Iere we carry for you peace or war ; choose which you
will At these words they shouted \nth equal fierceness in
rqyly, ‘Give us which you please I’ And when the other
shook out the fold, and said he gave them ‘war, all
answered that they accepted it, and ﬂmt in the same spirit
with which they accepted it they would carry it out.”

The Roman envoys crossed into Spain at once, to
strengthen their own interests there, and to detach any
tribes whom they could from the Carthaginian alliance.
In Spain they met with little encouragement; one
tribe bade them seek for new #ilics in some quarter
where their base desertion of the Saguntines in their
need was not known. They then passed on into Gaul,
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The object was to prevent, if possible, the advance
which they already anticipated of IIannibal through
Gaul into Italy, But the Gauls told them plainly that
they saw no reason why they should thus force the
Carthaginian to turn his arms against themselves in
order to save the Romans.

Hannibal made his preparations carcfully for the
aveat oxpedition which he ‘contemplated.  He threw
strong garrisons into Sicily, and appointed his brother
Tasdrubal to command in Spain during his absence.
1Ie began his march towards the Pyrences with 90,000
foot and 12,000 horse, African and Spanish, and 37
clephants.  Before he crossed the Ibro, he had a

dream or vision.

“He saw in his sleep a warrior of godlike aspect, who
said he had been sent from Jove to be the guide of Han-
nibal into Ualy ; only let hinffollow, and never turn his
eyes away from him. At first, he thought, he followed the
figure in awe, without glancing round him or hehind him ;
then, wondering in himself, with the curiosity of human
nature, what it could be that he was thus forbidden to look
back at, Lie could no longer refrain his eyes ; when he saw
behind him a serpent of enormous size rolling along and
sweeping down trees and underwood, and followed by a
storm and the crashing of thunder. Then, when he asked .
what the monster was or what it portended, he heard a
voice say that it was ‘the desolation of Italy—only let him
still press forwards, and ask no questions, but suffer the
future to remain hidden from his view.” ”—(xxi. 22.)

He had taken meaSures, by envoys and presents, to
secure a passage for his troops through the country of
the Gauls, and had made inquiries as to the most prac-
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ticable passes of the Alps. He reduced such tribes as
lay on that side the Pyrences and still adhered to the
Roman alliance ; and leaving IIanno with a strong force
to oceupy the district, made his way over the Pyrences,
and effected the passage of the Rhone in spite of some
opposition from the Gauls on the opposite bank.
Fertile in resources, he collected boats from all quar-
ters, and even sct his men to manufacture rough punts
for the purpose ; while the elephants are said to have
been got across on rafts, upon which they were tempted
to trust themselves by very much the same stratagem
as is used in Indin to this day,—Dby covering the rafts
with earth, and driving the females in front. The
Romans had two armies in the field, cach under a con-
sul; Publius Scipio was to command in Spain, while
his colleague ‘Sempi'onius was sent into Sicily, with
orders to make a descents on Afriea if he saw oppor-
tunity. Scipio reached Marseilles too Jate to oppose
Hannibal’s passage of the Rhone, and he had but vague
information as to his movements.  While the heavier
portion of the Carthaginian army was crossing the
river, an indecisive skirmish took place between some
of their Numidian irregular horse and a troop of Roman
cavalry.  Hannibal was hesitating whether to engage
the consul’'s army, which he learnt was not far off, or
continue his march for Italy, when the arrival of some
chiefs of the Doii, a tribe of Cisalpine Gauls, who
offered to be his guides and escort over the Alps, de-
cided him not to waste his forés in a battle on that
side, but to make by rapid marches for the foot of the
mountains,  He harangued his troops—if not in the
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words which the Roman annalist gives us, yet, we may
well conceive, in the like strain. The Alps, he told
them, were the portals of Rome. TRome had been
taken once alrcady by the Gauls—those very Gauls
whom they had so easily beaten ; would they allow
them to be better men than themselves ?

Te was misled, carly in the march, by the treachery
of guides volunteered to him by one of the mountain-
tribes, and for some time his army was in imminent
danger.  They were surrounded on all sides in a nar-
row defile, attacked in front and rear, and masses of
rock were hirled down upon them by the hostile na-
tives ; but Hannibal was able to maintain the steadi-
ness of his infantry, and they forced theiv way through.
Nine days after they left the plains, ITannibal Tooked
down from the central ridge of the Alps on the plains
of Ttaly. DBut his troops were fatigued, half frozen,
and disheartened ; a heavy®fall of snow during their
two days’ rest increased theiv misery ; and they found
the descent still more diflienlt.  Tn one place, a large por-
tion of the mountain-road had been broken away (pro-
bably by an avalanche), and they had to stop and re-
pair it ; and here we have the well-known story of the
cutting through the rocks, after heating them with large
fires and then pouring on vinegar. The beasts, and
especially the elephants, were half starved before they
reached the nearest p#sture-ground.  When he mus-
tered his troops, he found that he had scarcely left him
half the number wigh which he had erossed the Iibro.

The story of this passage of the Alps, as the annal-
ist tells it, is picturesque in the highest degree; but
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the geography is of the vaguest, and it is impossible
not to suspect that many of the details of the march
arc little better than a clever fancy picture. The writer
confesses that he does not know for certain by which
pass they crossed—whether it was by what he calls
the “Pennine” pass, or the pass of “ Cremo.” Wher-
ever these were, it is most probable that the passage was_
made by way of the Little St Bernard, though some
arguments have been advanced in favour of Mont
Cenis.

Scipio, meanwhile, having failed to check the ad-
vance of Hannibal through Gaul, had re-embarked his
troops for Italy, and prepared to meet his enemy on
his descent into the plains of Piedmont. Putting him-
sclf at the head of the army which he found there
under the command of the praetors, he crossed the Po
at Placentia, and threw himself in Ifannibal’s way, who
was quite as anxious to mést him. Doth generals, says
the annalist, had the highest opinion of each other’s
ability. JIe gives us at somo length the speeches
which he supposes each might have addressed to their
troops—taking this mode, as he so often does, of putting
his readers in possession of the feelings with which
cach of the contending parties began the campaign.
The Roman pointed out to his men that the enemy
they were going to fight they had already beaten : Car-
thage had surely not bred a netv race of men since the
last war ; moreover, this particular army was already
travel-worn and half famished by their journey over
the Alps. They must remember, too, that they were
fighting for Rome ; there was no second mountain-
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barrier like the Alps to protect the city—its sole de-
fence and safety lay in their hands.

The Carthaginian used a characteristic means of
rousing tho courage of his men. e offered the chance
of liberty and life to any of their lately-made Gaulish
prisoners who would act the part of gladiators, and
engage in personal combat in sight of his army ; trust-
ing that the fierce excitement of the spectacle would
make them cager to fight for themselves. Then he
made his harangue-—reminding them of the perfidy
and restless ambition of Rome, which left them no
choice but war in self-defence ; and drawing a confi-
dent comparison between his own tried experience in
war, and the mutual good understanding between him-
self and his troops, as opposed to this “six-months’
general” whom Rome had sent out, and the raw levies
to whom he was almost a stranger.

Their first encounter was® a cavalry _action on the
banks of the river Ticino, in which the Romans were
wyi);éted. The consul was wounded, and owed his life
to the .gallantry, some said, of a slave; bhut Livy, al-
ways leaning to the poetical side, prefers the story
which aseribed the rescue to his son, afterwards to be
known as Seipio ¢ Africanus.”  The Roman foree had
to recross the Po at night, break up their bridge,—so
hastily that they left six hundred prisoners in the
enemy's hands,-—and tike refuge under the walls of
Placentia. Ilannibal crossed the river by a bridge of
boats, followed up hig enemy, and offered them battle
where they lay.  Dut the consul was still disabled hy
his late wound, and had no confidence in his troops.
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A large body of auxiliary (fauls had already broken
out of camp, murdering the sentries, and gone over to
Ilannibal.  Scipio again moved his quarters under
cover of night, and fell Dack behind the little river
Trebia.  There he was joined by the other consul,
Sempronins, who had been summoned in haste from
Sicily, had thrown his army across the Straits of Mcs-
sina, and marched in forty days through the whole
Iength of Twaly. His colleagne heing disabled, Sem-
pronius had virtually the sole command ; and he was
cager to match himself with this young Carthaginian
general before his own year of otlice should expire.
Some inconsiderable suceesses in cavalry skirmishes
encouraged him, spite of Scipio’s warnings, to risk a
general engagement.  ITe had to cross the river to get
at his enemy ; and, in defiance of all military prudence,
took his men into action wet, chilled with the cold,
and without their momthg meal.  Yet, though the
cavalry on the wings was soon driven in by the enemy,
and thrown into confusion by his elephants, the ad-
mirable steadiness of the Roman legionaries might have
saved the day, had not the Carthaginian made use of
stratagem, A strong force of cavalry, planted judi-
ciously in ambuscade, suddenly took them in the rear.
The battle was now hopelessly lost ; yet a large hody
cut their way through the enemy, and got to Placentia,
where at nightfall they werd joined by Scipio with
such remains of the broken army as had found their
way into camp. The Roman fyrees at once retreated
—~Sempronius into Etruria.  Hannibal, after an at-
tempt to cross the Apennines in terrible weather, in
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which his troops suffered severely, wintered in Cisal-
ar master of the country.

In accordancc with the regular military policy of
Rome, which on this point seems to us so inconvenient,
the command for the next year passed into the hands
of new consuls. Rome had heen thrown into con-
sternation by the late disaster, and great excrtions
were made to raise new levies for the spring.  1lan-
nibal had now crossed the Apennines, and made his
way through the marshes below Florence, at the ex-
pense of considerable suffering to his men and himself.
IIe rode, we are teld, the only elephant that had sw-
vived the disasters of the Alps and the Apennines,
and lost an eye from the mnflammation caused by the
exposure to weather which must have chilled his
southern blood.  Still he pressed on into Ltruria,

burning and plundering as he went.

One of the new consuls fwas Flaminius, who in a
previous year of office had reduced the Cisalpine
Gauls.  Ile was not more successful than his prede-
cessors. Ile aillowed himself to e attacked Dy 1lan-
nibal in a defile near the lake Thrasymenus,* and
suffered an overwhelming defeat. A thick mist,
which concealed the enemy duving their first attack,
added to the confusion of the Romans. Their ad-
rance cut their way through, only to surrender next
day to Maharbal’s cavalry. The consul himself fell;
and 15,000 of his men were cither killed in the

* Near the modern #Mage of Passignano. The little strenn
called ‘Qang_unrtio, which falls into e Tike, bears its record
of the bloodshed.
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fight, or cut to pieces afterwards by the enemy’s

horse.
Livy appears to have taken his account of the

battle and its results mainly from the history of
Fabius Dictor, who himsclf served in the war—
possibly was cngaged on this occasion. Dut the
story of the reception of the terrible news at Rome is
a far more finished picture than any likely to have
been found in the carlier historian.

“When the first tidings of this disaster reached Rome,
great was the panie and confuxion, and there was a general
msh of the people into the Forum., Wives and mothers
wandered about the streets, asking all they met what this
sidden ealamity was that men reported, and what had hap-
pened to the amy.  And when the erowd, Tike a great public
meeting, made its way to the eleetion conrts and the senate-
house, and appealed to the magistrates for information, at
Tength, a little before sunsety Marcus Pomponius the prctor
announced—¢ We have been heaten in a great battle”  And
though no further particulars could be Jearnt from him,
yet men eaught vague rumours one from the other, and
went home saying € that the consul with the greater part
of his force were eut to picees 5 that the few who survived
had either been made to pass under the yoke, or were
scattered in Alight  throughout. Xtruria’  Various as the
fate of the beaten army were the different forms of anxiety
{cIt by those who had relatives serving under the consul:
none knowing what their fate had been, and all uncertain
what they had to hope or what to fear.  Next day, and
for some days afterwards, crowds thronged the gates,

| Women in almost as great nambers as men* waiting for
s ..

* Nothing but such a crisis could excuse this breach of

Roman propriety.
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some member of their family, or for news of him. They

threw themselves upon all whom they met, with anxious

inquiries, and could not be shaken off (especially from any

whom they knew) until they had asked every particular

from first to last. Then yon might have marked the

ditlerent countenances, as they parted from their infor-

mants, according as each had hewrd cheering or mournful

news ; while, on their way home, fricnds erowded ronund

them to congratulate or condole. The women showed !
their joy or grief most conspicuously.  One mother, who/
met her son suddenly at the gate returning safe, is saild to'

have expired on heholding him @ another, who had heard

a false report of her son’s death, and was sitting weeping,
in her house, saw him returning, and died of over-joy. |
The practors kept the senate sitling for several days from

sunrise to sunset, consulting what commanders and what

forces could be found. to resist the vietorious Carthagin-

ians.”—(xxii. 7.)

But the rulers of the city showed no weakness.
Fabius Maximus was namell Dictator in the emer-
geney, and Minucius Rufus his ¢ Master of tho
Horse.”

Though Hannibal was continuing his victorious
march through Picenum and Apulia, Fabius, though
superior in numbers, showed no disposition to engage
him in the field. He was content to follow and watch
his movements, to keep him from the important towns,
and, above all,; from a march on Rome. Onee, when -
he thought he had cut®ff his communications, the
Carthaginian escaped him by stratagem ; two thousand
oxen were driven intgthe hills at night, with lighted
pine-torches tied to their horns, to give the appearance
of a moving army, while Hannibal drew off his troops
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in another direction. But Iannibal felt that in the
Yoman Dictator he had to deal with an able and wary
opponent. The Master of the Horse, however, was
a man of different temper, and chafed openly at the
tactics of his chief, almost driving the troops into
mutiny. During the absence of Fabius at Rome on
public husiness, he gained some slight successes ; and
this encouraged the party at home, who were already
discontented at their general’s inaction, to demand the
passing of a hill to put the anthority of the Master of
the Horse on a level with that of the Dictator. The
result was that, having agreed to divide the troops
between them, Minucius was tempted by IHannibal
into an engagement, and would have been uiterly
routed but for the support of Fabius and his division.
With that generous publie spivit which so often re-
deemed the gravest faults in Roman oflicers, Minu-
cius acknowledged his I;istake, and put himself for
the future under the orders of the Dictator as before,
Fabius suddenly rose high in popular estimation hoth

lin the army and at Rome ; and Hannibal, says Livy,
“began at last to feel that he was fighting against
‘omans, and on Italian soil.”

Dut the tenure of the Dictator’s office, always brief
and exceptional, ceased with the end of the year. The
consuls who sueceeded, however, carricd on the cam-
paign very much in the fashion which they had learnt

, from Tabius.  Then came another change ; and one of
“the new consuls, Terentius Varse —“a buteher’s son,”
;as‘his' aristocratic’ opponents said, hut at any rate a
" man of the people, and elecled by plebeian votes—had
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all the impatience and more than the imprudence of
the late Master of the IIorse. His colleague, Paulus
-Tmilius, who had been earnestly counselled by
“Fabius, was more cautious. There was again in the
Roman camp the fatal evil of a divided authority, each
consul commanding-in-chief on alternate days. The
condition of the Carthaginian army was now critical
in the extreme, for provisions were fast failing them ;
the Roman allies in Italy were growing impatient at
sceing their Iands ravaged with impunity by the in-
vaders ; so that both sides were eager for action.  The
rashness of Varro precipitated the event on unfavour-
able ground; and the result was the almost total
destruction of the Roman army on the disastrous field
of Canne. For a clear and distinct account of the
battle, the student of military history must read Poly-
bius, and not Livy, whose description, though highly
picturesque, is sadly confused As usual, the Roman
cavalry was no mateh for that of the enemy ; and
ITasdrubal, with his Gallic and Spanish horse, after
driving in those opposed to them, charged the Roman
infantry in the rear. Amilius had been wounded
carly in the day, and could no longer sit his horse;
his officers and men dismounted and fought desperately
round him, as the Scottish knights did round King
James at Flodden, and w1th the same result. “They
died where they stood. » The consul was last seen
sitting down covered with blood ; an officer begged
him to take his horser and save himself. e refused.
“Tell them at Rome,” said he, ““to look to their watch
and ward : and tell Fabius I remember his counsel
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idying, as I did while I lived.” Varro, with a few
horsemen, escaped from the field to Venusia. 40,000
foot and 2700 cavalry were said to have been left dead
on the ficld of battle, including nearly all the officers
of highest rank, the gallant Minucius among the num-
ber ; 3000 infantry aud 300 horse were made prisoners,
When Mago hore the news of his brother’s great vie-
tory to Carthage, he poured out before the council
there a bushel (some said three) of gold rings, cach
one taken from the finger of & Roman kright who had
died at Canne.* Those who escaped to their own camp
surrendered next day to Hannibal, except a small body
who fought their way out and reached Canusium.
“Such,” says Livy, “was the fight at Cannwx, not
Iess memorable than the disaster at the Allia; if less
grave in its consequences, inasmuch as the enemy did
not follow up his success, yet more fatal in the utter
destruction of the army.  For the flicht at the
Allia, though it lost the city, saved the army.”
Hannibal missed the tide of opportunity. TIn vain
did Maharbal—*“tho Dbest cavalry officer of the finest
“cavalry service in the world ”+—propose to ride forward
at once, and urge his chief to follow him with the
main body, straight for Rome, promising him that “in
five days he should sup in the Capitol.” Ilannibal
preferred to wait; and the Roman annalist admits

* The reader will be reminded of the four thousand gilt
spurs said to have been gathered frome=e hodies of the French
knights slain by the Flemings on the field of Courtrai, a.p.
1302—hence known as the ““ Battle of the Spurs.”

+ Arnold.
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that, in his opinion, this delay was the salvation of
the city. As to the panic and distress there, he’
ﬁespuirs of giving his readers any adequate idea of it,
“J fail under the burden of the task, and will nok
attempt to narrate it, since any description would only
make it appear less than thoe reality.”  Two significant
facts he mentions, which show the ‘all but despairing
cfforts made by the authorities.  Eight thousand slaves
were armed and enrolled, and six thousand released
criminals 3 and recourse was had to the horible expe-
dient of human sacrifices,—to propitiate, if it might
be, the unknown deitics who fought against Rome,
Two Gauls and two Greek prisoners—male and female
—were buried alive ; “a horrible rite, by no meuns in |
accordance with Roman usage.”



CIIAPTER IX.
SECOND PUNIC WAR: CANNE TO ZAMA.

(BOOKS XXIL-XXX. B.¢. 216-202.)

OxcE more the spirit of Rome rose superior to her
misfortunes,  News came in of the revolt of allies,
of descents made by the Carthaginians on the coast
of Sicily ; yet “no word was spoken of peace ;” and
when Varro, whose rashness had caused the disaster,
brought the shattered rewains of his army to the gates
of Rome, he received the public thanks of the senate,—
“ beeanse he had not despaired of the commonwealth.”
In the general demoralisation which followed the defeat,
some of the younger officers had formed the idea of
giving up the cause of Italy as lost, and secking refuge
and service under Iiero or some other friendly poten-
tate ; but Varro had scorned such counsel, and young
Scipio had burst in with his sword drawn upon a
party who were met to discyss it, and threatened to
cut down the first man who refused then and there to
swear fidelity to the Republic.

Very different, and as it might'seem to us moderns
very harsh, was tho view taken at Rome of the con-
duct of those troops who had allowed themselves to
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be made prisoncers at Cannwe. By Hannibal’s permis-
sion, they had sent delegates to Rome to treat for
their ransom ; but the senate, unmoved by the piteous
entreaties ol their relatives, sternly decided that the
services of men who had preferred 1ifc to honour were 3
not worth the purchase. . Xven those troops wlho had
escaped by flight wero sentenced, by way of punish-
ment, to serve in Sicily until the war should be con-
cluded.  Five years afterwards, when the authoritics
in their emergency were arming even slavesto serve in
the legions, these men prayed leave to wipe out their
disgrace in any hardest serviee that could be found in
their native country ; and the senate coldly rejected
their prayer. ‘

Hannibal moved into Samunium, and thence into
the plains of Campania, reeciving the submission of
several towns, the most important of which was the
rich town of Capua. | This 18ss was felt by the Romans
as only second to that of Rome itsclf.  Dut the Car-
thaginian commander, whose strongest arm was his
cavalry, did not attempt any great operations, and the
winter spent by his army amidst the Iuxury of Capua
is said to have demoralised it more than all the sulferings
of the Alps or the campaign.  Mareellus, now in com-
mand in that district, did little more than watch the
enemy’s movements,

In n Gaul the Romans Yiad been more unfortunate : a
cnn\ul Posthumius, was attacked in making his way
through a forest (Igrét de Lago), and ent to picces
with great part of his army ; and their progress there
was checked for the present. The Roman fleet had

A.C.8.8., vol. i L
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enough to do to watch the coasts of Ttaly, and to
form a coalition of the /Etolians and other tribes on
the Macedonian frontier against King Philip, with
whom Hannibal had just concluded an alliance.

Lut in other quarlers the tide was already turning
for the Romans.  In_Sardinia, a great battle had been
won by Manlius, whio was in command there as practor,
against the combined forees of the Sardinians and Car-
thaginians, the Iatter having three of their generals
taken prisoners.  In Spain, a year Lefore, the brothers
Publius and Cnwxeas Scipio had driven the Carthagin-
ians over the Ebro, and when they heard that Has-
drubal was marching strong rveinforcements through
the country to the aid of his brother Iannibal in
Italy, they had united theiv forces, met him on the
Ibro, and totally defeated him ; thus materially crip-
pling the great Carthaginian’s operations against Rome.
They now again gained 4 decisive victory, inflicting
on the Carthaginians a loss of 13,000 killed, and
making a considerable number of prisoners, besides
what the Roman annalist evidently considers an im-
portant capture of “nine elephant<”  This success
was ab onee followed by the defection of nearly all the
Spanish tribes from the Carthaginian alliance ; and
hoth Sardinia and Spain were for the present secured
to the Romans.

The next year (B.c. "14) saw the e joint consulship of
Quintus Fabius and Marcus Mncv]lu% “the Shield
and Sword of Rome.”  The peop's were on the point
of electing two other candidates, when Fabius, who as
the outgoing consul was returning officer, bade them
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reconsider their vote—¢ they had to elect a match for
Ilannibal.”  Nothing perhaps shows the true great-
ness of Fabius more than his thus boldly risking the
charge of forcing himself upon the people; for there
is no doubt that he had his own clection in view, and
there was no precedent for thus holding a consulship
Lwo years in succession.

Extraordinary exertions had been made to raise
Loth men and money for the ensuing campaign ; and
two consular armies of unusual strength, under able
commanders, now pressed Hannibal close in Campania.
e failed in an attempt on Tarentum ; his licutenant
Tlanno was defeated by Gracchus at Deneventum
Samnium was ravaged by Iabius, in punishment of
its revolt from Rome ; and vigorous preparations were
made for the sicge of Capua.

Marcellus, however, was called off hefore the end of
the year to the scene of his future glory in Sieily.
King 1Tiero of Syracuse— for forty-seven years the
steady ally of Rome—was dead, and had left the
government to his grandson, a mere hoy, caring only
for his pleasures.  Tlis two uncles, his guardians aud
ministers, were inclined to the Carthaginian interest ;
and Hannibal had amongst other agents at his court
a man of enterprise and ability in the person of Hip-
pocrates,  The young prince was assured that the
Roman power was irretrievably broken ; and, tempted
by the offer of being made king of all Sicily, in spite
of the advice of sca.e older and wiser counsellors, he
made an alliance with Carthage. He was assassinated
very soon afterwards on an expedition against Leon-
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tini ; v '
sand the ery was raised iy Syracuse for «

N . ' a freg
Republie,” and a re-alliance with Rope -

Andang.
dut'u.\j, one of the Young king's uncles, scized and lhl'“l:J[
the citadel in the interests of the royalist party; but 1,
and his friends surrendered it to the republicans when
they found that the popular fecling was too strong,
Accusations of plotting against the libertics of Syra-
cuse, and of secking to re-establish the ““tyranny,”

were soon brought against him; and the result was

an outhreak of popular fury, and an indiscriminate

massacre of the whole party, and of all the descendants

of Ihero. The Romans, as soon as they learnt the

state of affairs, sent their fleet al onee to Syracuse to

support, their own interests against those of Carthage ;

and this formidable demonstration encouraged their

adherents in the city to renew the old alliance with

Rome.

But Hippoerates, the zéalons and energetic agent of
[Tannibal and Carthage, was by no means content with
such an arrangement ; and he found a eentre of opera-
tions in the Sicilian town of Leontini, which was not
inclined to submit itself either to Syrcuse or to Rowme
Mareellus now wrrived to take the command in Sicily
in person.  Ile took Leontini by storm; and finding
there a large body of deserters {from the Roman fleet
and army, he had two thousand of them first scourged
and then beheaded,  This terrible vengeance struck
the Syracusan soldiers with a not unreasonable horror
of Roman eruelty ; Hippoerates and his brother, who
had escaped from the slaughter at Leontini, were
acknowledged as leaders by the army, and a counter-
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revolution in favour of Carthage took place in the
city of Syracuse, and the gates were closed against
the Romans.

Marcellus at once invested the place hy sea and
,Ll],’.\“ “The sicge has an especial interest as the first
instance on record of a scientifie defence. A studious
Tecluse of seventy-four, a mathematician and astro-
nomer, for a long time haflled the unscientilic efforts
of the whole Roman force.  This was Avehimedes,
who for many years had employed Lis <kill i the
serviee of King Tero. It would appear that he first
introduced the plan of loopholing the walls at different
heichts ; his catapults and similar machines— the artil-
lery of those times—were of all varicties of range and
calibre ; and there was one tremendous engine like an
enormous crane projected from the walls, and heavily
weighted at the nearer endgwhile the other was fur-
nished with a huge grappling claw ; this, when suddenly
depressed, would catch hold of one of the cnemy’s
ships (which were brought up to atlack the sea-wall),
lift it bodily out of the water, and then let it drop
suddenly back =0 as to sink it with its whole crew.
The defence vas so successful, and the natural position
of the city so strong, that the sicge was speedily re-
dueed to a close blockade. Tt was not until this had
lasted a year that Marcellns at last gained possession
of the city by a surprise. A weak place in the forti-
fications had heen discovered, in the quarter called
Bpipole; and wifle the citizens were engaged in
deep carousals at the festival of Diana, two picked
cohorts scaled the walls at nightfall, and without
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much difficulty made themselves masters both of that
quarter and of the strong-work called IHexapylon.
What remained was an casy conquest,

“When Marcellus entered the fortifications, and from
“the high ground looked down, and saw lying at his feet the
city, wellnigh the fairest in these times, he is said to have
shed tears, partly of joy at the great deed he had accom-
ythTT’]ml tly of regret for the ancient glories of the place.
The sinking of the ‘\(ln nian fleet therey the destruction of
two great armics and two renowned commanders,* came
into his mind ; the many wars waged against (arthage
with varied suceess ; its many powerful despots and kings
—Hiero especially, not only as the most recent of its rulers,
but memorable, above and hevoud all that merit and for-
tune had given Iy for his good services to the Roman
people. When all this erowded on his memory, and the
thought occurred that now in one moment all its magnifi-
cence would be given to the flames and reduced to ashes;
he sent gome Sy racusans, Yho had been serving in his
eamp, to speak the encmy fuir, and induce them to sur-
render)—(xxv. 21)

A portion of the city was surrendered, but only to
be given up to indiseriminate plunder—in spite of
Marcellus’s tears.  The rest, with the eitadel, still held
out ; and vigorous attempts were made by the Cartha-
ginians to relieve it.  But the force which was sent
from Carthage pervished almost to a man from malaria
in the marshy ground where' they lay—Ilippocrates
(who had broken out of Syracuse) among them. Their
fleet also, partly from unfavourabt~ winds, and partly,
it would seem, from lack of spirit in its commander,

* Nicias and Demosthenes,
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did not venture to encounter that of the Romans ; and
the discontent and mutiny of the foreign mercenaries
within the city itself led at Iength to its betrayal to
Marcellus. There was not much fighting at the cap-
ture; but in the scene of violence, plunder, and
wanton bloodshed that followed, one notable life was
lost.  Archimedes was found, unconscious of all the
noise and tumult round him, absorbed in working out
a mathematical problem on a smooth bed of sand.  To
the great regret, it is said, of Marcellus, he was killed
by a Roman soldier who knew nothing of science or
its professors.  The city was completely sacked by the
soldiery ; and the plunder, Livy tells us, was more
valuable than would have been even that of Carthage
itselfl.

Other towns in Sicily, which had revolted from
Rome to Carthage, when ghey saw as they thought
their opportunity, now hastened to ofler their sub-
mission ; but Marcellns dealt with them all with the
utmost severity, even putling to death the chicet
citizens of the anti-Roman party. Ilis conduct left
such a terrible impression on the memories of the
Sicilians, that when in a subsequent consulship he was
appointed to the command in the island, they sent to
implore the Roman senate not to send him there. A
half-caste officer of Jannibal’s, Mutines, gave still
some trouble in Sicily, and even repulsed Marcellus in
a pitched battle.  Marcellus’s term of command had
now expired, and®he hurried to Rome to enjoy his
triumph, leaving to one of the new consuls, Levinus,
the difficulty and the honour of completing the sub-
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jngation of Sieily. Ile was able to inform the senate,
at the expiration of his year of office, with a great
amount of self-complacency, that the island was thor-
oughly got into order, and that not a Carthaginian was
Teft there.

Our author’s annalistic method has recorded these
events in Sicily under the three successive years in
which they took place. It is more convenient here to
return for a while to the contemporary events in other
ficlds where Rome was carrying on the war* In
[aly, Hannibal had surprised and taken Tarentum ;
Gracchus, one of the consuls who succeeded Fabius
and Marcellus, was killedd in an ambuseade ; and an
old eenturion, of more courage than generalship, who
suceecded to his command, was defeated and slain by
Hannibal with 15,000 of his men; but all these dis-
asters were compensated {0 the Romans by the fall of
Capua in the following year.

The Romans were determined on the reduction of
their rebel dependeney.  They drew round it all their
available force in Ttaly ; and after giving notice to all
who would make their peace with Rome to evacuate
it before a certain day, they encireled it with a triple
line of works. Hannibal hastened to its velief; but
his terrible cavalry could make no impression on the
Toman lines ; and with a suddon hold change of plan,
by a rapid night-march he struck for Rome. 1e
took nearly the same route that the Ganls had taken
Iong ago; and the terror and confusion in the city at

* The chronology of these operations, as given hy Livy,
Tears traces of confusion,
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the news of his approach was scarcely less than had
followed the disaster of the Allia. Though he encamped
within three miles of the gates, his real object was
but to draw off the investing army from Capua; and
he had no means, and probably no thought, of attemypt-
ing an assault on Rome.  He plundered the rich lands
round the city unchecked, spite of the rage and grief
of the citizens, who had seen no enemy so close to
their gates for nearly a hundred and fifty yemrs. e
rode up to reconnoitre in person, with his stall) Livy
tells us, to the Colline gate; but that was all he
saw of Rome. Ile gained mo respite for Capua;
only a very small portion of the besieging army was
recalled for the defence of the capital ; and baflled and
disappointed, he retived upon Druttium, and left the
Capuans to their fate,

That fate was not long defayed, and it was terrille.
They entertained no hopes of mercy from the Romans,
Some of the chief citizens took poison before the sur-
render.  Such senators as were found alive were
scourged and then beheaded. Tt is said that, while
they were bound for exceution, an order from Rome
reached the consul Fulvius for their reprieve ; that he
placed it in his hosom unread, and bade the execution
proceed. DMost of the inhabitants were sold for slaves,
and all their lands and cgher property were confiscated.
Capua had been Hannibal's one great conquest in
Ttaly, and the blow to his cause there was propor-
tionate. *

In Spoin matters had gone worse for the Romans,
Tt is more than probable that in the account which
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Livy has borrowed from carlier writers of the exploits
of the two Scipios we have only the boastful exagger-
ation of their family annals; it is only certain that
they were hoth in succession defeated and slain by
Hasdrabal, a short time before the fall of Capua, and
that the Romans were driven back beyond the Iibro.
It was reserved for a younger mewber of the house to
avenge the deaths of his relatives and retrieve the
honour of Rome.  But it is by no means certain that
the acts of young Publius Scipio have not received
the same kind of decoration in the family chronicle
as those of his father and uncle.  His extraordinary
promise had led, we are told, to his election to public
ollice before he was of legal age; and now, when a
proconsul was to be chosen to succeed to the command
in Spain, and men hung back from an honour which
involved so mueh respongbility under such discourag-
ing prospects, young Scipio came forward as a candi-
date, and was clected by acelamation. l
e is so evidently a favowrite, both with the
loman annalist and  with Polybius whom he has
followed, that we have his character drawn by partial
hands.  But there can be no question of his having
been an extraordinary man, and ol his exercising a
kind of fascination over those who were brought in
contact with him.  Stranges tales were told of his
birth, and of a mysterious inspiration which he re-
ceived, or thought he received, from heaven ; of his
spending hours alone in the temple of Jupiter on the
Capitol before he engaged in any important business.
AlL such tales he was ot least at no pains to contra-
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diet, and men regarded him with a certain awe as well
as admiratien.

He took out with him to Spain large reinforcements,
and after wintering at Tarraco (Tarragona), crossed the
Iibro in the spring, and marched straight upon New
Carthage (Cartagena)—the most important of the Car-
{haginian towns, the base of their military operations,
and the depot of theiv stores and treasure.  Ile stormed
it by crossing the wide lagoon which then lay at its
back ; and for some time the place was given up to
general massacre and pillage.  An immense hooty was
found there, besides naval stores and war material of
all kinds.  The artificers were foreed into the Roman
service, and the able-bodied eitizens and their slaves
were compelled to serve as rowers in the fleet.  Dut
there were other prisoners taken in the place to whom
Scipio gave very different trgatment.  These were the
hostages from the several towns of Spain, whom the
Carthaginians had sent there for safe custody. The
Reman commander, by a studied moderation and
conrtesy, sought to impress on them how much it
would be to the advantage of themsclves and their
countrymen to be on the side of Rome rather than of
Carthage.  One anecdote will serve at once as an
example of Scipio’s policy, and of Livy’s facility as a
writer of romance. .

“A captive was hrought before him by his soldiers—a
grown-up maiden of satch remarkable beanty, that wherever,
m\'ﬂ she attracted the eyes of all,  Scipio inguired
her country and her parentage, and ascertained amongst
other things that she was affianced to a young chief of the
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Celtiberi, whose name was Allucius. e at onee sent for
her Tover and her pavents from their Tiomes, and heard in
the meanwhile that the vouth was passionately attached to
hers As zoon as they arvived, he addressed himself to the
lover morve particularly than to the parents. I address
my=clfy «aid hey “as one young man to another, that there
may he less embarrassment between us in this interview.,
When your betrothed bride was hronght to me by our
soldicrs, [ heard that youw were very much in love with
her—a fact whicl indeed hier heanty makes me readily he-
licve, inasmuel as, were T at liberty to indulge the passions
patwial to my age, especiadly inan honowrable and Taw/lul
way, and if public duaty did not engross 2l my thoughts, [
micht have claimed indulgence had T become desperately
cnamotred of some Tady myself. - Your passion at least T
cant favour, aidd I do. Your betrothed has been treated
with the same respect, while inmy charge as <he would
have heen under the rool of her own paents and your
tuture comnections. She hias been kept safe for you, that
[ might present her to you pntarnished, a @ift worthy alike
of myself and vow.  This one retwrn I hargain for in re-
pavment for this gift of mine-~hecame the friend of the |
Roman people. . And it you believe me to e a man of
Tionour, as these tribes know my father and my unele to
have beeny T would have you learn that there ave many
like us in the state of Rome ;3 and that no nation can he

named at this day upon carth whom yon ought Iess to wish
to have for encmies to you and yours, or should prefer as
fiiends”  The yonng chiel, overwhelmed with embarras<-
ment and jov, rasped Seipio’s hand, and called upon all
the gods to repay his henefactor an obligation which it wonid
never e in his own power to discharge in any way cor-
vespondent to his own feelings and Seipio’s elaims upon
his gratitude.  Then the maiden’s parents and relatives
were summoned.  Finding that she was to be restored to
them gratuitously, whereas they had eome prepared with a
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considerable weight of gold for her ransomn, they hegan to
entreat Scipio to receive it from them as a present, pro-
testing that in so dving he would confer upon them wn
obligation not less than this free and honowrable restoration
of their danghter.  Secing them so earnest in their request,
Seipio promised that he would accept the gold, and bade
it be laid at his feet. Then, ealling Allucius to him, he
sadd, € As an addition to the dowry which youw will receive
frone y our father-in Taw, take this as my wedding present ;’
amd lie desired him to take the gold and keep it for himsclf.
The Dridegroom took his Teave, delighted alike at the ¢ilt
and the compliment; and went home to {11 the ears of lis
countrymen with the praises of Seipio. “There had come
upon carth a hiero like unto the gods, conquering all men
not only by his valour, but by his kindness and munili-
cenee,  And hie straightway made a levy of his retainers,
and, with filteen hundred picked horsemen, returned in
few days to Seipio.”—(xavi, 50.)

But neither the popularity of the mew Roman
general with all the Spanish tribes, nor a  subse-
quent victory over Tasdrubal which is  ascribed
to him, cunabled him to prevent the latter from
marching to the support of his brother Hanmibal in
Ttaly.

Meanwhile the state of things in Ttaly itsclf looked
¢loomy in the extreme.  Inspite of Marcellus’s conquest
of Syracuse, in spite of the recovery of Capua, the,
distress in Rome was severe, and there was disaflection
among her allies.  T'welve of the thirty colonial towns
distinetly refused the usual contributions of men and
money —<they had seither men nor money to give.”
The resources of Rome would have failed utterly and
at once, had the remaining cighteen followed the ex-

\

i
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ample. DBut instead of this, they not only furnished
the quota demanded, but said that “more was ready
if vequired.”  The ravages of Hannibal made corn
scarce and dear; and a new tax, absolutely neces-
sary to maintain the mavy, led to such imminent
danger of insurrection, that the commons were only
pacificd by the gallant self-devotion and liberality
of the senators and knights, who placed at the dis-
posal of the treasury commissioners all their gold
and silver plate and coined money, with only some
small personal reservations.  The sacred treasure, re-
served for any great emergency, was also brought
out and employed—“four thousand pounds’ weight
of ¢old.”

The next campaigns were unfortunate.  Of the com-
manders against Hannibal, IFulvius was killed, and his
army destroyed ; and Mareellus, consul for the sixth
time in the following year, while reconnoitring with
his cavalry, met his death in an ambuscade, in which
also his colleague Crispinus was mortally wounded.
Thus Rome lost both her consuls on one fatal day.
The two armics threw themselves into Venusia and
Capua.  And now came news that Ifasdrubal had
slipped by Scipio in Spain, had turned the Pyre-
nees, crossed Gaul, and was on his way to join his
brother Hannibal.  Ile crossed the Alps by the same
ronte which the latter had taken, but more rapidly,
and with mueh less difficulty, than his brother had
done.  He seems to have marched: through Lombardy
without opposition ; and Livius, the consul sent to
oppose him on the frontier, was obliged to fall hack
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before hin.* Dt the despatches which were to an-
nounce to his hrother his arrival and his plans fell into
the hands of the other consul, Claudius Nero, who lay
at Venusia watching Hannibal ; and he al once deter-
mined on a course which has always been admired for
its boldness, and perhaps also for its suecess. He
made a rapid night-march with a picked body of 7000
men, and before Hannibal missed him, was far on his
road to join his colleague, and so erush Hasdrubal, if
possible, by their united weight, hefore he could join
his Trother.  The manceuvre was thoroughly success-
ful.  Unwillingly the Carthaginian, after an aticmpt
at retreat, gave battlo on the Metaurus river, and was.
th ‘l_le_uttgxl‘y defeated, with a loss which was no doubt
Tieavy, however Roman boasts may have exaggerated
it. Livy pays an honest tribute to the gallantry of

Iasdrubal : great in many battles, he says, he was

never so great as in this, '

“TTe it was who kept his men up, while they fought, hy
cheering them, and facing every personal danger like them-
selves 5 he it was who, when they were tived out, and gave
way from very weariness and fatigue, reawoke their spirit
now by entreaties and now by reproaches 3 he vallied them
when they fled, and restored the battle at many points
where the strugale had ceased. At Tast, when it was clear

that the day was the enemy’s, refusing to survive the fate

of the army which had foljpwed him as leader, he spmured

his horse right into one of the Roman cohorts.  There lic

fell, fishting to the last, as becamne a son of Hamilcar and .

a brother of ITannibal”—(xxvii. 49.)

* As to the details of this ‘campaign, Arnold remarks that
¢« what we have in Livy is absolutely worthless.”
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Nero hurried back as rapidly as he came; found
Ilannibal still waiting news of his brother; sent two
Carthaginian prisoners into his camp to bear the tid-
ings of their defeat; and bade the severed head of
Hasdrubal be thrown down in front of the Carthagin-
ian outposts, that Hannibal might recognise the dead
face (he had not looked on it for eleven years), and
know by this sad token the fate of his hrother’s army.
So mueh more of the barbarian spirit had a Roman
consul, on the Roman annalist’s own showing, than the
greal, Carthaginian whom it was the fashion at Rome
to call perfidious and eruel; for Hannibal had, not
long ago, given honourable burial to the body of
Marcellus, as he had to Gracchus in Luecania, to
Paulus JEmilius after Cannee, and as he sought to do in
the case of Ilaminius, the consul who fell at Luke
Thrasymenus.

Always melodramatie, ILivy tells ns that when 1Lin-
nibal looked on the severed head of his brother, he
~«u<l that “ he recognised there the fate of Carthage.”
\\ hatever be the trath of the story, thers is no doubt
that the great victory on the Metaurus wis the turning-

' pumt, in tho fortunes of the contending powers.  Hal-
Tl elasses i6 amongst the lew great battles “of which
a contrary event would have essentially varied the
dramv of the world.”  Rome drew breath after it, as
freed, almost beyond lwope or expectation, from a ter-
vible peril. It is hardly possible to do justice by any
translation to the fine chapter ir which the annalis
deseribes the veception in the city of the good news,
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It is the counter-picture to the scene after Thrasy-

“While the city was in this state of anxious suspense,
there came a rumour, vague at first, that two Narnian
horsemen had ridden from the battle to the Roman force,
which lay watching the passes of Umbria, with the news
that the enemy had recceived a heavy blow. Men took it
in with their ears rather than their minds, as too great and
too joyful to be entertained in thought, or really Lelieved.
The very rapidity of the communication was an ohjection,
for the battle was said to have taken place only two days
hefore.  Soon a letter was brought in from Manlius, from
the camp, announcing the arrival of the horsemen.  When
this letter was carried through the Forum to the court of
the city prietor, the senate rose in a body from their hall;
and such a rush and struggle was made by the people to-
wards the doors of the senate-house, that the courier could
not make his way throngh, but was drageed to and fro by
cager inquirers, demanding loudly that he should read it on
the public rostra before he caurried it into the senate. At
last the crowd was forced back, and kept under restraint
by the authorities, and the joyful news was circulated by
degrees, though men’s minds were as yet unable to realise
it.  The letter was read in the senate first, then in public
to the people ; and, according to their various dispositions,
some felt an assured joy, others would give no eredit to the
tale until they had either heard or seen despatches from
the consuls themselves.

“ Presently word was brought that official messengers
were coming.  Then youngwand old went forth to meet them,
cach longing to be the first to drink in such joyful tidings
with eyes and ears. There was one continuous stream of
people out as far as the Milvian bridge. The officers en-

* See p. 122.
A.C.8.8., vol. 1. K
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tered the Forum, the centre of a crowd of all ranks. Some
(uestioned them, and some those who escorted them, as to
what had happened ; and as each heard the news, that the
enemy’s forces and their commander were cut to picces—
that the Roman legions were safe—that the consuls were
unharmed,—they at once imparted their joy toothers. . . .
The temples during the next three days were crowded
wives and mothers in holiday attire, leading their children
with them, were giving thanks to heaven, and casting oft
all fear, as though the war were already ended.”—(xxvii.
50, 51.)

Meanwhile the conquest of Spain was rapidly heing
accomplished “under Scipio. He won a great vmtory )
over Hasdrubal, known as “the son of (iisgo,” to
¢1lst1n<rulsh him from the brother of Hannibal. Such
towns as still held out against the Romans hastened to
make their submission ; and the defeated general cm-
barked what remained of his army for Africa, leaving
Spain for the present so far clear of Carthaginians,
that Seipio’s licutenant, Silanus, was able to announce
to him that “the war was over.” Dut the boast came
somewhat too soon.

The Roman commander was now cager to carry the
war into the enemy’s country. Ie was not content to be
the conqueror of Spain: he longed to add to his glories
the reduction of Carthage itself. e crossed at once
into Africa, with some hope of securing to the Roman
interests one of the most powerful of the native
princes, Syphax, king of the Masmsylians, who had in-
vited him to a conference. At lis table Scipio found
himself seated next to his late opponent, Hasdrnbal
Gisgo, and, if we may trust the partial historian,
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charmed him, as he did all who came into personal
relations with him, by the grace of his bearing and
conversation.  Thinking that he had sceured Syphax
—who appears to have been only playing with him—
he returned to Spain, to find some new troubles there.
e had to “ punish” certain towns which had probably
taken occasion of his absence to revolt ; and he did so
eftectually.  Then there arose a far more serious difli-
culty, in the mutiny of a portion of his own troops, on
the ground of the hopeless arrears of pay, and their
long absence from home ; and in the midst of it he was
seized with a daugerous illness. The report that he
was dying roused some Spanish tribes once more to
take up arms; and, as a proof of his great personal in-
fluence, and the widespread awe and admiration which
he inspired, no sooner did their leaders hear he was
recovering than they were struck with complete panie.
The mutiny among his own'men he put down with a
strong hand, and with no little diplomacy: the ring-
leaders were cleverly sccured, and straightway exe-
cuted. With the revolted Spaniards, who now fought
in sheer despair of pardon, he had a desperate battle;
but he was completely victorious, and Mago, the last
of the Carthaginian generals who clung to Spain, was
summoned away to head a descent upon Liguria, and,
if possible, to rally N orthern Italy against the Ilomans.
Scipio himself ‘h_l_l_nled to Rome, to stand for the
consulslnp He was elected ,__lz).gal:,‘_to his great dnsap-
pointment, he could not get a commission to take the
command in Africa. OId Fabius Maximus—mnot too
old to make a very long spcech, in our annalist’s pages
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—protested against it as a patent imprudence, so long
as Hannibal maintained his ground in Italy.

He did maintain his ground there four years longer,
though he did scarcely more. Ile confined himself
chiefly to Bruttium, and the Romans seem never to
have ventured to attack him in the field; but the want
of support from Carthage, the difliculty of maintaining
his troops, and the Italian malaria, were far more har-
assing enemies.  Ilis brother Mago made his descent
upon Genoa from the Dalearic Tsles, where he had
collected a strong maval and land force ; but though
his eapture of the town drew numbers of the Ligurians
and Gauls to his standard, he was unable to carry out
his instructions to effect a junction with Hannibal.
1le was defeated, after an obstinate battle, by the
Roman foree sent to oppose him, and was mortally
wounded. It was at this juncture that both he and
his brother were recalled to Africa, which he reached
only to die.

Seipio had been prevented from making Africa the
vstensible scene of his operations ; but he had the per-
nmission of his government to cross over there, “if he
held it to be for the interest of the state.” e did
hold it so to be ; and amidst the gencral cnthusiasm
of his troops, picked for the service, and the admira-
tion of the crowds of provincials who thronged the
shore, with all solemn pomp and magnificence, and the
prayers to heaven which he knew so well how to use
with effeet, he set sail from Lilybsum.

« After this prayer, a sacrifice was offered, and he cast
the raw entrails of the vietim, according to custom, into the
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sca, and bade the trumpet sound for weighing anchor,
They set sail with a stift breeze in their favour, and were
soon carried out of sight of land. At mid-day a fog came
on, so that the ships with difficulty escaped runming foul of
one another.  When they were well out at sea the wind
slackened. During the following night the haze continued,
but when the sun rose it dispersed, and the wind got up
again, They now <ighted Tand 5 and the pilot soou after-
wards said to Seipio that they were not above five miles
from the coast of Afvica; that he could sce Merenry's
Point ;* and that it he pleased to give orders to make for
it, the whole fleet would be presentiy in harbour.  When
Seipio got sight of land, he prayed the gods that this his
first view of Africa might be for his country’s hononr and
hix own : then bade the fleet spread sail and make for an-
other inding-place lower down the coast. The wind was fair
in that divection,  But the fog, coming on about the same
time as the day before, soon shut the land from sight, and
as the fog grew thicker the wind dvopped.  Nightfall made
their position difficult to asegrtain; they thevefore cast
anchor, for fear the vessels might foul each other or run
ashore.  When day Inoke, the breeze sprang up again, the
tog dispersed, and discovered the whole coast of Africa.
Seipio asked what the name of the nearest headland was
and when he learnt that it was called ¢ Fair Point, +—¢1
accept the omen, said he; “steer right for it”  For that
point the fleet stood in, and there the whole foree was
Tanded.”—(xxix. 27.)

ILis success was rapid.  Tle had been disappointed
in Syphax as an ally ; Sut Massinissa, king of a Nu-
midian tribc—a wily and treacherous barbarian, but an
able leader of irregular cavalry—had just been driven

* Now Cape Bon.
+ Pulchrum Promontorium ; now Cape Farina.
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from his dominions by this very
advantage of it to transfer his services from (Jmtlwm
to the Romans, a step which he had long been medi-
tating.  Seipio had once laid him under obligation in
Spain, and they had already been in correspondence,
His cavalry was of the greatest use to the Romans in
their new campaign.  The camps of the Numidians and
Carthaginians—mere wattled huts covered with thatch
and dried leaves—were surprised and burnt; and in
the massacre-—for it could hardly be called a fight
—which followed, 30,000 Carthaginians are said to
have heen killed, und the Numidian foree of 60,000
men was cither cut to picces or dispersed.*  Syphax

Syphax, and took

was followed into Numidia, defeated, and sent prisoner
to Rome, and Massinissa regained his kingdom.

Tt was not therefore before Hannibal’s presence was
needed at home that he, like his brother Mago, was
summoned home from Italy. Dut Hannibal himself,
thus torn from the field of his conquests and his hopes
—though it was only what he had for some time ex-
pected—was not likely to take this view.

“He is said to have groaned aloud and ground his tecth,
Jand scarecly to have refrained from tears, as he listened to
“the message of the envoys.  When they had delivered

themselves of their instructions, € Ay, said he, ‘now they
Drecall me in plain terms instead of by 1mplxc.ttlon,—thoy
“ who have so long been trying to drag me back by refusing
me men or money. Hannibal is defeated—not by the
Roman people, whom he has so oftc‘n beaten and put to

* “The anmals of war contain no bloodier tragedy.”—
Arnold.
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flight, but by the Carthaginian government, their jealousy
and envy. Not Scipio himself will boast and exult so
much in this ignominious return of mine, as will Hanno,
who seeks to effect the destruction of our house by the ruin
of Carthage, since he can do it in no other way.” . . .
Seldom was any man, leaving his native land for foreign
exile, known to have parted from it with more cvident
sorrow than Tlaunibal showed in quitting the soil of an
enemy.  Often, as he looked back on the shores of Italy,
he aceused gods and men, and cursed himself and his folly,
“that he had not led his troops straight to Rome while

their swords were yet red from the victory of Canna” ”—

(axx. 20.)

Scipio was closely blockading Utica, when envoys
were sent to him from Carthage to sue for peace. The
terms which he is said to have offered them, and they
to have accepted, amounted almost to submission.
The Carthaginians were to evacuate Ttaly, Gaul, and
Spain ; to cede to Rome allMhe islands which lay be-
tween Italy and Africa; to give up all their ships of
war but twenty ; and to pay the Romans a large in-
demnity in corn and money. Ifard as the terms were,
they had to be referred to® Rome for approval ; and a
truce was agreed upon for this purpose. If we arve to
trust the Roman annalist, the truce was broken by the
Carthaginians, elated at the prospect of 1lannibal’s re-
turn.  The whole story is apocryphal, as are the details
of the meeting which Livyrecords as having taken place
between Iunnibal and the Roman consul soon after
his landing,—in which “both stood for a while silent,
as though struck dumb by mutual admiration,”*—

* Book xxx., ch. 80.
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and the story of the Carthaginian spies whom Secipio
detected, and ordered to be led round his camp to
see for themselves and report what they would to
their chief. Whatever may have been the true his-
tory of the negotiations for peace, they ended in
nothing ; and the two commanders and their forces
met on the field of Auna.

“’lhc fight was ]owr “and obstinate. The cighty
clephants which were ranged in the front of the Car-
thaginians, and on which they still placed great
dependence, were left a free course to the Roman
rear, through openings in the line, by Scipio’s skilful
arrangement, and so did little exceution, and even
broke to the wings against their own cavalry.  Mas-
sinissa’s horse did good service.  But the deeiding
contest Iny between the Roman legionaries, picked
men as they all were, and Ilannibal’s veterans, soldicrs
by profession and training} who had followed him over
the Alps and through Ttaly.  Neither would give way,
until Livlius and Massinissa with the Roman and Nu-
midian horse, returning from the brief pursuit of the
enemy’s cavalry, charged their infantry in the rear
Then the day was over: 20,000 of the Carthaginians
are said to have been killed, and as many taken pri-
soners,  Scipio was advancing upon Carthage by sea,
when a ship met him with a flag of truce. The terms
he insisted on were even harder than before ; Carthage
was now to retain only ten ships; to pledge itself to
engage in no war out of Africa itself,or even there with-
out consent of the Romans ; to maintain the Roman

* The real site of the battle is uncertain.
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army in pay and rations for three months ; and to give
a hundred hostages of the conqueror’s selection. There
was some hesitation in the Carthaginian senate as to
their acceptance ; when Hannibal, who had escaped
from the battle with a few horsemen, rose and spoke
in favour of peace at any price.  Peace was signed ; the
great Punic War—or, as the Ilomans justly called it,
the war with Hannibal—was over; and the carcer of |
one of the greatest generals——if not the very greatest
“of any time or country, was ended at the eunly age
of forty-five.  Tle lived nearly twenty years after
wards 5 but we shall find him soon banished from
Carthage (where he had always jealous enemies), at
the demand of the Romans, and he never afterwards
held any except a subordinate naval command under
Antiochus of Syiia.



CHAPTER X.
THE ROMANS IN GREECE.

(BOOKS XXX.—XXXIV. B.C. 200-194.)

‘WE have now arrived at the period in history when
Rome comes into distinet contact with Greece.  Philip
V. of Macedon had made an alliance with Carthage,
as we have seen, after Hannibal's great victory at
Canne; but the hostilities between him and the Romans
had not been carried on very aclively ; and the latter,
fully oceupied with Spain and Africa, had not been
sorry to make a truee with Philip, which had now
lasted some years.

But after the battle of Zama, appeals came in from
more quarters than one for aid against the growing
encroachments of Philip’s ambition.  One of his
generals was investing Athens; his admirals at sea
were endeavouring to make themselves masters of the
Agean, by humbling the navpl power of Rhodes and
of Attalus king of Pergamus, the old and faithful ally
of Rome ; and all, in their dificulty, turned their eyes
to Rome. The reply which the Roman senate gave to
the envoys from Rhodes and Pergamus was in a truly
imperial tone: “The senate would see to the affairs of
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Asia.”  Whether Philip heard of the answer or no, he
was a mateh for them in lofty words. Ile had made
himself master of all the important coast towns of
Thrace, and was investing Abydos. The Roman com-
missioner who was sent to remonstrate with him was
an_Aimilius, somewhat young for his office. o spoke
as Philip had not been accustomed to hear. The
Macedonian answered with some dignity :—-

“¢Your youth, siv) said he, and your personal advan-
tages, and more than all; your Roman name, makes you
use somewhat bold language. My desire iv, in the first
place, that you would remember your treaty with e, and
naintain the peace. It you trouble me with war, 1 am
prepared to make you feel that the Macedonian rule and
the Macedonian name ean win as great renown in war as
the Roman.’ ”—(xxxi. 18.)

With the exception of the Acarnanians and Becotians,
all the Greek states either omc(l the Romans in the
war against Philip or stood neutral.  In B.c. 200, a
Roman consular army crossed from Drundusium to
Apollonia in Epirus. It was unlike, in many respects,
the armies of the Punic wars. The men were all
nominally volunteers for the service (for a levy had
been found too unpopular); and there were in the
force a thousand Numidian cavalry, and elephants
brought from Carthage.,

The war lingered on without any great result for
two years, until it was terminated by a great victory
won over Philip at‘CynocephaIae by Titus I’lammmuq,
a young Roman general of the new school, himself
half a Greek in tastes and habits, but an energetic
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and capable commander. The defeat was complete,
and the Macedonian power was crushed. The phalanx
once broken became a helpless mass of confusion ; and
the clephants, which had already done the Romans
good scrvice in these campaigns, contributed much to
the victory. While the enemy lost 13,000 men in
killed and prisoners, the Roman loss, according to
 Livy, was not more than 700. Philip was compelled
to aceept the terms which had been already offered by
the Remans.  1le had to surrender all his conquests
in Asia, in Greece, and on the coasts of the Agean,
retaining only his ancestral kingdom of Macedonia; to
give up ncarly all his fleet, to pay a large indennity,
and to hecome in matters of war and peace alimost the
vassal of Rome.

Ilamininus made what was almost a triumphal pro-
gress through Greeee to 901&111]1, to be present there
at the great Isthmian games. 1is fancy was to pro-
duce an eftect which we should now call sensational.
Ten commissioners had arrived from Rome with the
ratification of the conditions of peace.

“The Romans took their seats at the spectacle. Then
the herald, with his trumpeter, according to custon, ad-
vanced into the eentre of the arena, where proclamation of
the games is wont to be made in solemmn form ; and when
the trumpet had sounded for sikmee, spoke aloud as fol-
lows: ‘The senate and people of Rome, and Titus Quine-
tius their general, having conquered King Philip and the
Macedonians, hereby pronounce free apd independent, and
subject only to their own laws, the Corinthians, Phocians,
and all the Locrians 3 the island of Eubwa, the Magnesians,
the Thessalians, the Perrhwebians; and the Achemans of
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Phthiotis” He had recited all the states hitherto subject
to King Philip. When the herald’s words were heard, the
joy was too great for the hearers to take it in all at onee.
Each could scarce believe he had heard aright ; men looked
at cach other in amazement, as though it were all an empty
dream. They questioned their neighhours as to the points
in the proclamation which concerned themselves, mistrust-
ing their own ears.  The herald was recalled; every one
wanted not only to hear but see this messenger of liberty:
he repeated the words again,  Then, when the joyful tidings
were confirmed, there rose such a clamour of cheers, and
clapping of hands, and so often repeated, as to show that
of all blessings nene is so dear to the masses as liberty.
The games were then hurried through, for none hail eithc

thonght or cyes for the show ; o entirely did that ()nu:

great joy preoceupy their minds, that they had no sense of
other pleasures,  When the games were over, all pressed

hurriedly to where the Roman general sat 3 insomueh that,

owing to the rush of the crowd to get near his person, cager
to grasp his hand, and throwing wreaths and ribbon-knots
upon him, he was almost in po‘rsounl danger.  1Towever, he
was a young man of three-and-thirty ; and the vigour of
vouth, as well as his gratification in this realisation of his
glories, gave him strength.  Nor did this eflfusion of uni-
versal joy last only for the moment: it was revived for
many days in men’s thoughts and conversation. ¢There
was then one nation on earth which, at its own cost, its
own toil and peril, would wage war for the liberties of
others ; and this it did not merely for contiguous or near
neighbours, or peoples inhabiting the same continent ; it
would cross the seas, in®order that there should be no
unjust dominion throughoeut all the world, but that every-
where justice, law, and right should bear rule. By a single
herald’s voice, all the cities of Greece and Asia had been
made free. To have conceived the hope of this, betokenad
a daring spirit ; to have carried it into effect, showed equal
valour and good fortune.” ”"—(xxxiii. 32, 33.)
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One is tempted to ask, did Flamininus write his
own bulletins of the war? DBut that he was a great
favourite with the Greeks, and that he had a great
admiration for many of their habits and tastes, scems
certain,  1Te would have conferred a more real freedom
on Sparta if he had effectually delivered it from the
domination of its tyrant Nabis, who had originally
espoused the cause of Philip, l)ut of whom the Ro-
mans had unscrupulously made a friend for their own
purposes, until the continual complaints of his neigh-
bours induced them to direet ¥lamininus to deal with
him as he thought fit.  He reduced Tim fo something
like quict; and at the great Nemcan games held ab
Argos under the presidency of the Roman general, a
very similar scene took place to that at the Isthmus
a year before.  The “freedom” of Argos from the op-
pression of Nabis, into whose hands Philip had for his
Own purposes surrendered it, was solemnly announced,
and again the Roman was hailed as the great liberator.
‘When at the expiration of his prolonged command
he took his leave of Greece at Corinth, he gave them
the excellent advice which (ireeks, then or since, have
never been inclined to take. IIe ended his speech
in these words :—

"« Let their Teaders, and the different ranks in each state,
and the states amongst one another, strive for union and

coucoul So long as they “Olb at one, ncither ]‘L’w
a%t u.ml-et‘[n, stmmr enough to harm them. Disunion
and di

strust gave every oppmmmty 1o watchful encuics.
For the party which is worsted in an ntestine quarrel will
rather apply for help to forcign powers than yield to their
jown countrymen, e exhorted them to guard and main-
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tain by their own exeitions the liberty purchased by the’
arms of others; and restored to them by the good faith of
strangers ; that so the Roman people might feel that they

had given freedom to men who were worthy of it, and that

their service had been well bestowed.”—(xxxiv. 49.)

They parted from him, says the chronicler, with
tears, as children from a parent ; and he was himself
so affected as to be scarcely able to conclude his speech.
3cfore he left, he procured from their gratitude the
redemption from their present masters of a number of
those unfortunate Romans who had been sold as slaves
into Greece during the Punic wars, when the stern
sentence of their countrymen had refused to pay their
ransom.*  Twelve hundred of them were found in
Achaia alone. ““Judge, then,” says the historian,
“how many, in that proportion, there were likely to
havo been in all Greece.” His triumph at Rome lasted
three days. It was magnificent with the works of
Greek art which had been captured, chieflyfrom Philip ;
the golden crowns presented to the liberator by the
soveral states—one hundred and fourteen ; the captive
princes and noble hostages, among them Demetrius,
the young son of Philip, and Armenes, son of the
tyrant Nabis: but the grandest feature in the show
(Livy evidently has the good taste to think so) was
the band of liberated IRomans, who, with their heads
shaven, in token of recovered freedom, followed the
triumphant procession of their deliverer up the hill of
the Capitol. ’

* See p. 129,



CHAPTER XIL
THE ROMANS IN ASIA.

(BOOKS XXXV.-XXXIX. B.c. 193-183.)

Macepoy had heen humbled, and Rome was at liberty
to turn her arms eclsewhere. Antiochus of Syria,
known as the Great, had for some time been extending
his conquests on the coasts of Asin Minor, chiefly at
the expenso of the recognised dominions of the kings
of Fgypt. There was, in fact, an understanding be-
tween him and Philip that they were to divide Egypt
between them.  The present Ptolemy was a mere child
and the Romans, no doubt with their own objects in
view, had lately taken him under their ¢ protection.”
If Antiochus had anticipated their action by joining
Philip before the fortunes of Macedon were ruined,
events might very possibly have taken a different turn
in the future ; as it was, he had spivit enough to re-
fuse the demand of Rome that he should restore his
conquests from Ptolemy, hut not enough strength to
maintain his resistance.  'When he crossed into Greece
on the invitation of the /Ltoliais, who had never
acquiesced in the Roman policy, he found Philip of
Macedon deaf to all proposals of an alliance against
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Rome as a common cnemy—an alliance which was
offeredd too late—and dutifully siding with his new
allies and masters against him. In vain Antiochus
triecd to make a stand at the old historic pass of
Thermopylie : he had to retire defeated from Greece,
only to be followed into Asia, as Hannibal had warned
Iiim, by the unrelaxing grasp of Rome, “already af-
fecting the empire of the world;” to be finally con-,
quered at Magnesia, in the passes of Mount Sipylus,
and reduced to accept humiliating tevms, by another
of the great family of the Seipios, Lucius Cornelius,
known from these campaigns as “ Asiaticus ”—the fir-t
Roman commander who landed a hostile force in Asia.
The battle which sealed the fate of Syria was fought,
however, by his lientenants, while Scipio lay ill in
his tent.  Again, as with the Carthaginians at Zama,
the elephants brought into action by the Syrians
turned on their own ranks &nd broke their formation,
and their loss at Magnesia is estimated at 50,000 men.

This war with Antiochus introduces us once more
to the hero of the Tunic wars. The faction ab
Carthage which had always been opposed to Iannibal
and his policy now denounced him to the Romans as
engaged in negotiations with Antiochus. They at
once sent to Carthage to complain, no doubt intending
to demand his extraditign.  Onc man at Rome, to his
great honour, protested against the course taken: it
was Scipio, Hannibal’s old antagonist, who best knew
his worth.  He saideit was “unworthy of the dignity of
the Roman people to listen to party accusations against
such a man.” Hannibal did not wait the result: he

A.C.8.8., vol. 1. L
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fled at once to the court of Antiochus, which seems to
imply that the report of his intentions was not with-
out foundation. Ie was warmly received; but he
could mnot persuade the Syrian to adopt his own
vigorous policy, and carry the war at once into Italy
rather than await the Romans in Greece. Antiochus
gave him a naval command, for which he was pro-
bably unsuited, and in which he was unsuccessful.

A passage which our annalist quotes from an earlier
Roman historian, Claudins Quadrigarius * (to whom,
however, he never scems to give much credit as an au-
thority), deseribes ¢ lﬂu(fular interview as having taken
place about this time betwcen ITaunibal and Scipio
Africanus.  The latter was, according to Claudius,
one of the envoys scnt from Rome to Antiochus. He
and Hannibal met at Tphesus, where they had a con-

versation which Claudius thus recorded :—
[3

“Scipio asked Hannibal, whom he held to be the great-
est general? He replied, ¢ Alexander, king of Macedon ;
because he defeated enormous armies with a small foree,
and had traversed the remotest regions, which few men
could hope even to get a sight of” When he was asked
whom he would phw second, he said, ¢ Pyrrlns 5 Le had
first tanght the laying out a camyp: an&%‘eud(s this, no
man ever showed better judgment in choosing his gr()und
and placing his outposts.  He had also sueh tact in winning
nen to himself, that the nations of Italy preferred to be
governed by a foreign ruler, rather than by the Roman
people who had thOd at their head so long”  When he was
pressed further as to whom he considered to be third, he

t

* He wrote about B.c. 100. We have only some scattered
fragments of his history.
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replicd, ‘ Himself, unquestionably.” Then Scipio laughed,
and said, ¢What would you have said if you had conquewd
me?’ <In That o case,’ he veplied, <1 should Tiave stood lie:
Tore Alexander, and before Pyrrhus, and all other com-
manders.’ The Punic astuteness displayed in the answer,
and the unexpected turn of the compliment, gratified Scipio
highly, as though Hannibal had purposely omitted him
from the list of gencrals, as not admitting of comparison
with them.”—(xxxv. 14.)

One article in tho peace made with Antiochus was
a disgrace to the Roman name. It was stipulated
(though Tivy doés not mention the fact) that he
should surrender Ilannibal to his implacable enemies.
Their victim escaped, and took refuge with Prusias,
king of Bithynia. Thither also Roman vengeance
Tollowed him in the person of Flamininus, who was
determined to rid Rome of him by any means. Han-
nibal anticipated the treachgry of his host, who had
stationed soldiers at the doors of his lodging.

“TJe had always anticipated some such end to his life :
both hecause he knew the unrelenting hatred the Romans
bore him, and beeause he had little faith in the honour of
princes. . . . He asked a slave for the poison which
he had for some time kept ready for such an emergency.
‘Let us free Rome {rom this anxiety, said he, ‘since
they think it long to wait for an old man’s death. The
triumph which Flamininug will win over an unarmed and
aged man is neither great nor glovious.  Verily, this moment
Dears witness that the character of the Roman people has
somewhat changed. Their fathers, when King Pyrrhus,
an armed enemy, lay tamped in Italy, forew: .1rncd him to
beware of poison. These present men have sent one of
their consulazs on such an errand as this,—to urge Prusiw
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to the base murder of his guest.” Then, launching execra-
tions against Prusias and his kingdom, and calling on the
gods to witness his breach of faith and hospitality, he
swallowed the draught.  Such was the end of Hannibul,”
— (aanix. 52)

The Roman historian, writing what was deliberately
intended as a chronicle of Rome’s greatness, could not
well speak more plainly of her behaviour to her great
antagonist. The man who, spite of all his intensely
‘Roman feeling, is catholic in his admiration of all
that is noble, and scorn of what is mean and hase—
and this is Livy’s great praisc—could find it in his
jeonscience to say no less.  Without excusing it, with-
tout openly reproving it, except through the mouth of
the Carthaginian, he drops the veil over this Dlotted
page in the history of his country.

In the very same year, B.c. 183, there died at TRome
Tlannibal’s great antagonist—it is hard to say his con-~
queror—Scipio “of Africa.”  There was a set made
against the Touse of the Scipios, the motives of whicl,
and its justice or injustice, would require a history of

2oman political factions to explain. The hero of Zama
was accused, wrongfully or otherwise, of peenlation
and embezzlement during his years of command. Ile
met the charge with scorn; called for his account-
hooks, 1t was said, and indignantly tore them up in
the face of his aceusers.

“When called upon for his defence, he strode through
the crowd up to the Rostra, escorted by a large body of
personal friends and dependants 5 and when he h: ul obtained
silence, he said—*¢ This is the day, tribunes and people of
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Rome, on which I fought Hannibal and the Carthaginians
in a great battle with happy aud suceessful result. Where-
fore, since to-day it is but right to pause from strife and
quarrel, I shall go henee straight to the Capitol, to do rev-
crence to Jupiter, best and greatest, to Juno and Minerva,
aind all the other powers who guard our citadel : and I shall
give them thanks that on this day, and on many a day be-
sides, they bestowed on e the spirit and the power to serve
the state. Do you, Romans, all who conveniently may, go
with me, and pray the gods that you may ever have leaders
like unto me ; since, as from my seventeenth year to my
old age your award of honours was ever in advance of my
vears, so 1o honour was ever paid me by you that I had
not first carned by good service  IFrom the Rostra he
moved on to the Capitol. At onee the whole assemblage
trned and followed him, until at last even the elerks and
bailiffs deserted the magistrates, and not o man was left
with them but a mob of slaves; and the erier of the court
who sunnoned defendants,  Accompanied by the people,
Le visited all the temples not only in the Capitol, but
throughout the city. That dad the popularity of Scipio
rose almost higher, and his real greatness was more strongly
felt, than when he rode through the city at his triumnph
over Syphax and the Carthaginians.” —(xxxviii. 52.)

But, as Livy puts it, “that day was the last bright
one that dawned for Publius Scipio.” Iis enemies
still insisted on his being brought to tiial, and he as
steadily refused to meet them. One of the tribunes,
Tiberius Gracchus, though a personal enemy, would
not join his colleagues in the act of impeachment,

“Shall the man who tamed Africa be trampled on by
yow?  Was it for this Be routed and overthrew four of the
best generals of Carthage and four of her armies in Spain ?
for this that he took Syphax prisoner, conquered Hanni-
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hal, made Carthage our vassal, drove Antiochus beyond
the Taurus (for his brother Lucins admitted him to a share
in this glory)—to fall a victim here to you two Petillii—
that you should win renown for yourselves on Scipio?
Shall no services of his own, no honours bestowed by you,
ever make the retirement of a hero safe—nay, sacred—in
your eyes? The old age of such men, if it cannot com-
mand your veneration, should surely claim your forbear-
ance.”—(xxxviii, 53.)

Even the accusers, we are told, were moved by
these noble words, and the senate thanked the speaker
“that he had sacrificed his private enmity to his
public duty.” The prosecution was dropped.

“Trom that time men spoke no more of Africanus,  ITe
spent the rest of his life at Liternum* without a regret for
TRome.  They say that when dying he gave instructions
that he should be buried there, and a monument there
raised to him, that his last obsequies should not take place
amongst his unarateful fellow-citizens. A man worthy of
all memory, yet rather from his conduct in war than in
peace.”—(xaxviii. 53.)

The enemies of the house were not satisfied without
the impeachment of his brother, Lucius “of Asia.”
The charge brought against him was that of receiving
bribes from Antiochus to grant him too favourable
conditions of peace. ITe also is represented as meeting
the accusation with a lofty ccontempt. But he was
condemned, and his property confiscated to pay the

* Now Torre di Patria. The word ** Patria ™ seems to cor-

roborate the story of Scipio having made it his ‘‘country”
instead of Rome.
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claims made upon him. He was even imprisoned for
a while, but soon set at liberty.

The case of the Scipios is only one of many indica-
tions in the author’s pages that there was springing
up at Rome an oligarchy of wealth, of a character very
different from that of the old patncmn nobility of

earlicr and simpler times. Rome had not only enlarged
her houndaries by her conquests ; she had opencd a
field in which her successful generals could enrich
themselves and their families. The “ grave and
severe” lifo which had been the pride of the Roman
was fast decaying: he was beginning to learn, from
(ircece and from the East, the lessons of self-indulgence
and luxury. A pernicious effect is said to have been
produced by the triumph of Manlius Vulso, in honour
of his defeat of the Asiatic Gauls (the Gallo-Greeei, or
Galatians) in the year following the defeat of Antio-
chus. The display of weatth in his procession was
such as had never yet been scen at Rome. ¢ Two
hundred golden crowns,” and silver and gold in every
form, coined and uncoined, made part of his show, and
he distributed ostentatious largesses on the occasion
to his soldiery. He was accused of having tolerated
brigandage and licentiousness of every kind amongst
them while in the liast: and, in fact, he had delayed
for some time his demand for a triumph, in fear of
public impeachment.

“The taint of foreign luxury was imported into the city
l)y the return of the atmy from A%{L They first introduced”
Into Rome couches of gllded bronze, costly tapestry, hang-

ings, and other textile fabrics ; and, what was then con-
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sidercd extravagant in furniture, claw-tables and brackets.
Then first female harpists and tambourine-players, and the
jests of professional buffoons, came into fashion at enter-
tainments ; the entertainments themselves were given with
more care and cost.  The cook—who in old times was one
of the lowest of the Slaves n value and in importance—
began to rise in price ; and what had been a mere servile
oftice came to he considered a profession.  Yet what was
seen then were only the germs of that Tuxury which was
soon to spring up.”—(xxxix. 6.)

One powerful voice was heard declaiming from time
to time against this growing corruption of morals.
Marcus Portius Cato, whether as practor, consul, or
cénsor, never ceased to urge a return o the old simpler
life of Rome—with little effect. It is Livy’s voice,
too, as well as Cato’s, which we hear in that long and
vigorous declamation against the repeal of the Oppian
sumptuary law, meant to repress the extravagancis of
women.*  But while he ¥ebukes the one sex for their
display in dress and equipages, he does not spare the
other: while he tells the women that “she who hegins
to be ashamed of what she ought not to be ashamed
of, will soon begin not to be ashamed of what she
ought ;”—he warns the men against “the two great
and opposite vices under which Rome was suffering
—avarico and luxury, which are the ruin of all great
commonwealths ;” he tells them that ¢ of all kinds of
shame, the worst is the beirfy ashamed of frugality
land poverty;” and ho deplores the day when works of
art came in from Syracuse to out‘shine “the ecarthen

* Book xxxiv. ch. 2.
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images of their Roman gods,” and royal treasures
found their way to Rome from Greece and Asia,
which made his countrymen “rather captives than
captors.”

Cato did not speak without recason of the influence
of “foreign superstitions” on the female mind at
Rome. Addiction to sorcery, to incantations, to un-
hallowed orgies, and even to secret poisoning, was a
charge brought from time to time against Roman
matrons ; and though in all probability exaggerated by
panic, as all such charges commonly are, it must have
rested on some ground of truth. There had heen one
of these panics at the termination of the Latin War
(.c. 335), which was, according to Livy, the first time
such practices were discovered at Rome.*  The account
reads very much like one of the modern epidemies of
witcheraft in our own country or in New lingland.
'f'—v.v-enty matrons are first ateused and apprehended on
the evidence of a maid servant ; they in turn give in-
formation against others; and a hundred and twenty
are at last convicted and put to death. But in the years
which followed the Roman victories in Gireece and Asia,
the panie and the consequent proceedings were of a far
more terrible nature.  The worship of Cybele, with all
its abominable rites, had been introduced from Asia,
in compliance with popular demand, in the last years
of the war with T mmi{)al, because an old prophecy had
been found—or was said to have been found—in the
Sibylline books, that ¢ when a foreign enemy should

* Book viil, ch. 18,
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carry war into Italy, he should be conquered and ex-
pelled, if the Mother of the Gods were carried to
Rome.”  She had been brought accordingly, in solemn
state, from Pessinus in Phrygia—a rough stone, which
the native priests warranted to be the veritable Mother
—which young Publius Scipio, the popular favourite,
as ““the most blameless man in the state,” was com-
missioned to escort. It had been received by a depu-
tation of matrons of noble birth, and set up in the
temple of Victory. Chaldzan astrologers were natural-
ised in the city, and Lmrdy consulted. ~Certain rites
connected with the worship of Bacchus had also been
introduced by an Itrurian priest, which led to the
vilest excesses. The measures taken by the authorities
to cut out the cancer from the national life of Rome
certainly did not err on the side of leniency. Two
hundred women were convicted of poisoning their
husbands : “seven thousaftd of both sexes” were con-
demned, most of them probably to death, as members
of a secret association of the worst deseription ;* and
a few years afterwards, three thousand more were con-
demned for similar practices, and the wife of the con-
sul Piso was execuled for poisoning her husband.
But when we read that the public authoritics ¢ offered
a reward to any informer who should bring any of the
cuilty partics before them, or denounce any one in his
absence,”’—that “a panic s seized the whole senate
that so many fled in terror from the city as almost to
put a stop to public business—that,many of those who

* B.C, 186. DBook xxxix. ch. 17.
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were accused committed suicide at once—and that the
prisoners, ““ when brought before the consuls, all con-
fessed their guilt, and did not give them the trouble
of a trial,”—no ono who has read the history of such
scenes, cven in times which are considered more
enlightened, can doubt but that here also the innocent
sulfered in greater numbers than the guilty.



CHAPTER XIL
TIE FALL OF MACEDON.

(BOOKS XXXIX.-XLV. B.C. 190-167.)

Pruie of Macedon had succumbed to the Iloman
arms 3 but he was neither humbled by his defeat nor
satisficd with the terms of peace.  Though the Romans
had taken nothing for themselves, they had taken
nearly everything from him.  They had “freed” all
the smaller states and towns which had so long looked
to Philip as their lord and master, and had materially
increased the domains of tﬁe_kh)gs of Pergamus, and
thus raised to importance by the side of Macedon
a rival of whom he had always been jealous.  Desides
this, Philip found himself now somewhat in the case
of the wounded lion with whont all the meaner beasts
take liberties in his distress.  Towns over which e
understood his rights to have been reserved repudiated
his allegiance : disputes arose between him and his
neighbours, and in every case the appeal was to Rome
as the general referee and public “liberator.” ILivy
puts the state of the case shrewdly enough :—

. 3 .
“The moment the idea spread amongst the diffcrent
states which bordered on Macedonia that accusations and
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complaints against Philip were listened to by the Romans
with attention, a great many found it worth their while to
complain. Each town and tribe on their own particular
account, and even individuals in their own private interest
(for all found the Macedonian a dangerous neighbour), came
to Rome either in the hope of getting their grievances re-
dressed, or at least to draw soime solau, from complaining
of them.”— (xxxix. 46.)

It is easy to imagine how intolerable such a state of
things must have become to a prince of Philip’s tem-
perament, and who had recently held such a different
position.  Roman commissioners went here and there
about Greece, hearing complaints and making inqguiries,
which, however honestly meant, must have chafed
and humiliated the Macedonian beyond endurance.
One of these commissions was held at Tempe in Thes-
saly, where the deputies of various aggrieved communi-
tles appeared, says the annalist, “in the unmistakable
guise of accusers,” while Philip sat there “like a pri-
soner on trial,” before the high and mighty represent-
atives of Rome. The dispute between him and the
Thessalians, however important to them, has little
intevest now for us: the Roman commissioners post-
poned their decision ; but Philip saw, or thought he
saw, that he should get scant justice from such a
court, and that the Romans were determined to crush
him entirely. Their policy and his were in fact in-
compatible.  He took his resolution, and made his
preparations in quiet; but in order to gain time, he
sent_his younger éon Demetrius to Rome,_to try to
make his peace there for the present. Demetrius, it
will be remembered, had been given up by his father
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as a hostage to the Romans, and after figuring in the
train of Flamininus at his triumph, had spent some
time in the city in a sort of honourable safe custody.
He scems to have won the esteem of his hosts—pos-
sibly had adopted some Roman tastes and habits ; at
any rate, the Roman scnate treated him with the
greatest courtesy, assured him of their desire to do
justice to all, and begged him to let his father under-
stand “ that all questions between him and the
Roman people might be considered settled, owing to
the good oflices of his son.”

The message was fatal to the young prince. His
clder brother Perseus, jealous at finding the popularity
of Demetrius greater than his own, slandered him to
his father as being a Roman at heart, and a traitor to
the interests of Philip and Macedon.  “ The Romans,
no doubt, intended to raise their protéyé to the throne :
would Macedonia accept 4 king from the hands of
Rome ¥’ 1le even accused Demetrius of designing his
father’s murder. Philip listened too easily, and con-
sented to his being put to death.  From that moment
he never knew a happy hour. He died two years
afterwards,—chiefly, as the annalist thinks, “of regret
for his lost son, and remorse for his own cruelty :”
for the innocence of Demetrius was established when
too late. .

¢“The seeds of the new war with Rome were sown,”
says Livy, “by Philip. They bore their fruit under
his successor Perseus,—a prince with many vigorous
qualities, but lacking the genius of his father. The
Roman senate, at his request, acknowledged him as
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king and ¢ their good friend,” with diplomatic polite-
ness; but they mistrusted him from the first. He
took an carly opportunity of opening negotiations with
their old enemies of Carthage. A mysterious embassy
from him (of which it may be presumed very little
was known, since Livy dismisses it in two lines) was
said to have been admitted to an audience by the
Carthaginian scnate “at night, in the temple of
sculapius ;” but it does not appear to have had any
result. Ile took pains to win the affections of the
various Greck states, and held a kind of review of
the Macedonian army in the sacred neighbourhood of
Delphi——the point where Greek religious tradition
and national reverence centred. Rome, on her pait,
was renewing her alliance with young Ptolemy of
Faypt, and receiving graciously assurances of goodwill,
and apologics for being somewhat dilatory in paying
his tribute, from Antiochs of Syria, surnamed Lpi-
phanes—¢“ the Brilliant ”—son of their late antagonist.
ITe too had been a hostage at Rome, and had con-
ceived a respect for Roman character, or at least for
Roman power, and was glad to be on the side of the
strongest in the coming issue. Eumenes of Pergamus
came in person to Rome, and warned the senate there
of the preparations—corn, money, foreign mercenaries
in addition to the natiopal force of Macedonia—which
Perseus was getting together in prospect of the coming
struggle. Eumenes even hinted, according to Livy’s
version of his oratwn, at a possible invasion of Italy.
Perscus also had his envoys at Romeo; and the an-
nalist, intentionally or otherwise, puts into the mouth
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of their spokesman a reply which
tl.wm Was a true imperial spirit in ¢
Kings,

vould show that
hese Macedoniay,

“His sovereign, ho. said, was desirous—nay, most anxions
—that they should give credit to his assertion, in answer t.,
aeh charges, that e had shown no hostility to Rome ju
word or deed ;5 but, if he saw them determinedly bent on
finding some pretext for war, he could take his own part
with firmmess and spirit. \_\_7;11' was a game open to all and
the restlt of an appeal to arms was what no man eould
[oretell—(xlil. 14.)

There was a harbaric grandeur in the answer, given
in such a presence; but if the account before us he
true, the king was equally barbaric in his rcadiness to
commit any kind of political murder. e tried to have
[Jumenes assassinated while sacrificing at Delpli, amd
very nearly succeeded.  Ile next made an attempt to
get the Roman ambassado®in Greece poisoned in his
apartments ; and the discovery, real or pretended, of
this attempt, seems to have filled up the cup of his
iniquities in the eyes of Rome.  Linvoys were sent to
demand  satisfaction, and Perseus received and dis-
missed them, it was alleged, with a studied contempt,
and even violent language, not according them even
the ordinary hospitalitics due to their office.  War
wag resolved upon, and the preparations for it were on
a scale commensurate with its importance; for the
resources of Macedonia under Perscus were probably
double what they had been under, his father Philip.
The Third Macedonian War, as it is commonly called,

Yias scarcely been allowed its due weight in history.
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Iad Macedonia been supported, as Perseus hoped to
“have been, by the Asiatic princes, or by the states or
Greece, the Romans might have been driven back
upon Italy.  Dut even the ““royal marriages” on
which Perseus had built his hopes—giving his sister
to Prusias of Dithynia, and himsclf taking to wife
a daughter of Selencus (Philopator) of Syria—failed
to alford him the support on which he caleulated.
Prusias - -that wretched time-server who had lent him-
self to the assassination ot Hannibal-—looked on and
waited the event ; Seleucus was dead ; and his brother
and successor, Antiochus “the Brilliant,” cared for his
own interests, and not those of Macedonia, and was
ready to take advantage ol the Romans heing oceupied
elsewhere to lay his hands on Faypt.

Perscus stood almost alone against Rome ; Colys,
chicf of the Odvysians, and raler of all Jastern Thrace,
furnished him with some 8f the best cavalry of the
age, who did him good and gallant serviee 5 but, with
this exeeption, and a small THyrian contingent, Mace-
donia had to fight single-handed.

Livy notes some signiticant incidents in the enrol-
ment at Rome of soldiers for the eampaign.  Much
is implied in the apparently casual statement that
“many veteran centurions and soldiers volunteered
for the service, because fhey saw that men who had
served in the former Macedonian war, or against
Antiochus in Syria, had come home rich.”*  The
Roman legionary avas mno longer serving only for
patriotism or for glory.  Others protested against

* Book xlii. ¢h. 52.
A.C.8.8., vol. 1 M
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being called upon to serve again when past the usual
age, and asserted the right which was claimed, and ap-
prars to have been conceded, during the Samnite wars,™

but which, like other popular rights, seems to have
fallen into practical abeyance, of not being required to
serve in an inferior rank to that which they held in
their last campaign.  The hard serviee which a Roman
soldier sometimes went through is strikingly set fm th
in the protest of an old oflicer, one Spurius Ligusti

It gives us also a little glimpse into the dome\tm lxﬁ'
of which the pages of the annalist, to our great loss,
supply so little illustration.  The simple gossip of the
veteran's story has more interest for us moderns than
the intrigues of Greeks and Asiatics, and the “little

wars” of Rome with the various tribes of Spain and

Canl, which take up so much of these later Annals.
Ile was of the old Sabine stock—the muscle and
. \

sinews of the Roman comnlonwealth.

“T am a Sabine, from Crustumina. My father left me
some acres of Tand) and o little cottage, in which 1 was born
Sand bronght ups and there Tlive to this day.  As soon as
[was old enough, my father gay ¢ guefor .L.\\l!( Lis Drother’s
daughter, who bwuu]nt with her no dowry beyond her
free lmlh and her modesty, and a fruitfulness which might
have contented o far vicher establishment,  Six sons we
have, and two daughters—both married,  Four of my sons
are grown to manhood, two are stiil youths. T irst entered
the service twenty-nine yeaws ago. I served as a private
soldier for two years against King Philip, in the army
which first landed in - Macedoniay in the third ycar
Quinctius Flamininus gave me the command of the tenth

* See p. 87.
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company of Hastati, as a reward for good service. When
we had beaten Philip and the Macedonians, and were
brought home and disbanded, I volunteered again at once,
and went with Marcus Porcius (Cato) into Spain,  That
no commander living was a keener observer and judge of
a soldier’s merit, is what all know who have served for
any time under him and other generals, He sclected me
to command the first company of Hastati. A third time
I volunteered into the army that was sent against the
Mtolians and Antiochus ; T was given by Acilius the first
company of Principes.* When Antiochus was repulsed,
and the MAtolians reduced, we were brought back to Italy.
Then T served two years in the annual levies. Then T
made two campaigns in Spain. I was brought home by
Flaceus amongst others whom he selected for distinguished
services to attend his trimnpli: at the request of the preetor
Gracehus, T went with him into his provinee.  Four times
within a few years I was made senior regimental officer ;
four-and-thirty times I have received good-service rewards
from my commanding officers ; I have won six civie crowns
for saving comrades’ lives 5 T ave served twenty-two years
in the army, and T am above fifty years old. Evenif I had
not yet served my full time, and if my age did not entitle
me to exemption, «till, seeing that I can give you four
soldiers in place of one, consul and fellow-citizens, T might
fairly ask for my discharge.  Dut I wish you to understand
that what I have said is simply to do myself justice: for
my part, as long as any one who has the levying of troops
thinks me fit to fight, I am never going to excuse myself.
The chiefs may give me what rank they think I deserve,
——they have the orderinggof that. I shall do my best that
no one in the army ranks before me in doing his duty—as
Ialways have done ; and that my commanding officers and
all who have served .with e can witness.”—(xlii. 34.)

* These were gradual steps in rank : the last was the chief
centurion.
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Ile ended by begging his fellow - soldiers not to
stand upon their strict privileges, but take service at
once. Ilo was introduced into the senate, and re-
ceived a vote of thanks; and was at once appointed
to one of the highest regimental commands.

Perscus, we are told, was surprised, or affected so
to be, at the prompt measures taken by the LRomans,
Ile sent to offer satisfaction for any complaints which
could be shown to be well grounded. The haughty
reply of the senate was that Licinius the consul would
shortly be in Macedonia with his army, and the king
could explain himself to him.  He tried further
negotiations ; but the final result was that his envoys
were ordered “to quit Rome at onee, and Ttaly within
thirty days.”

The war Lusted four years. In the first campaign
the Romans had an incompetent commander in the
consul Licinius, and thee splendid Thracian eavaley
were irresistible in {heir sweeping charges.  The Ro-
mans were defeated in a great battle, and Perscus
gladly took the opportunity of offering to make peace
on the terms that had bheen conceded to his father
Philip.  But the Romans had the merit (or, as Dr
Arnold seems to thinks it, the fault*) of never con-
fessing a defeat.  They refused to listen to the ad-
vances of Perscus, and the war went on ; still, on the
side of Rome, under generals ‘more or less unequal to
their work, until Paulus Amilius, son of the consul
who had died so gallantly at Can;;a), was elected the
second time to the consulship, n.c. _1(_3_§t Above sixty

* Hist. of Rom. Comm. i. 15.
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years old, but hale and vigorous, he was a strict dis-
ciplinarian, and as judicious as he was brave. 1le
concluded the war in a few months, by the great vie-
tory of Pydna.  The description given of the veteran
general in the battle is, unfortunately, one of the many
mutilated passages in this imperfect Decade, and has
been filled in by a later and inferior hand.  When he
saw his vanguard giving way, as they did before the
first onsct of the Macedonian phalanx, “he tore his
cloak in sheer indignation.,”  The sight of the old
mu rushing into the fight and exposing himself like
the youngest officer, recalled the men to their duty.
It was a desperate and doubtful fight, though of short
duration ; but, the phalanx once broken, the Roman
victory was complete.  An hour was enough to decide
the fate of Macedonia. 20,000 of the Macedonians
were left dead on the field: Livy would have us
belicve that the Romans euly lost 100 men.  They
made 11,000 prisoners.  The Macedonian and Thracian
cavalry left the field almost without striking a blow.
They escorted the king, who 1s said to have been the
livst to Ily, to Amphipolis; and in two days all Mace-
donia was at the feet of the Romans.  Derseus was
pursued to Samothrace, and there taken prisoner, and
led captive, with his two young sons, before the con-
sul's chariot in his triulnph at Rome.

“ Tt was not only Perseus who just then presented an in-
stance of the mutability of Imman fortunes; led in chains
hefore the chariot of his conqueror through the capital of
his enemies ; but even the conqueror Paulus, in all the
glory of his purple and gold. Of the two sons whom he had
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kept at home (he had parted with the others, to be adopted),
the sole remaining heirs of his name, his fortunes, and his
house, the younger, twelve years old, died five days hefore
the trinmph ; the elder, of fourteen, fonr days afterwards :
hoys who might have hoped to have ridden in their father’s
chariot in their robes of honour, anticipating similar tri-
umphs for themselves.”—(xlv. 40.)

Paulus himself is made to refer touchingly to this
Dereavement in his public speech a few days after-
wards, alluding to that jealousy of the Higher Powers
which was held, in the Roman creed almost as much
as in that of Greece, to follow all too great exaltation
of mortal prosperity.

“T trust the public fortunes may bhe ransomed from
reverse by my own Ditter personal sorrow, inasmuch
as my trinmph has been preceded and followed by the
deaths of my two sons.  Perseus, though in his own capti-
vity he saw his children led captive, still has them safe: T,
who have triumphed in his defeat, came from the funeral
of one son, in my chariot from the Capitol, to the death-
hed of another ; and of my many children, there i3 none
surviving to bear the name of Amilius Paulus.”—(xlv. 41.)

The unfortunate successor of Alexander the Great
died in exile at Alba, and Macedonia finally became
a Roman province,, But at this point the Annals of
Lny fail us—his remaining books have disappeared.
Yet this aceidental termlmtlon can scarcely be called
abrupt ; for Polybius dates from this battle of Pl.ﬁlf’l

tho full establmhment of the universal empire of |
Rome, .



CITAPTER XIIL
CONCLUDING REMARKS.

It has been impossible, in the limits of this volume,
to examine critically into the historical timth of
the statements contained in these voluminous Annals.
The keenest and most learned inquirces are by no
means agreed in their cxtmmtu of Livy as a historical
authonty Between  ihe sweeping  statement  of
auhy) that “mno historian with whom we are ac-

quuntul has shown so complete an indifference to
truth,” and the chivalrous “Plea” put forth in his
defence by Dr Dyer,® there is room for variouws de-
grees of faith or sceplicism.  His leading purpose was
undoubtedly first to ce debrate the “orowth of  his
country’s glory, and sccondly to charm by his narra-
tive and dramatic powers the educated readers of the
court of Augustus.  If he somctimes disguised the
truth for his purposes, it was rather an artistic than
a muml dishonesty : if was the same kind of delin-
quency as that of the painter who plants or cuts down
his tree in the foreground, in order to improve the
composition of hisepicture ; or who translates liberally
on his canvas the homely features of his sitter.  Livy
* A Plea for Livy.
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“ wanted many gualifications which we should eonsider_

"indispensable for a national historian, Ile wrote of

war as a civilian, of constitutional history as a layman,
of antiquitics as a gossip ; and of many things which
we look for in a comprehensive history—of art, of
literature, of domestic manners—he does not write at

,all. Of geography he seems to have known nothing,

_and his best defenee is that he professes nothing. e
ought to have had some acquaintance with the Alps,
andd might have at least settled for us the question
of Hannibal’s route ; but he dves not, and cvidently
does not cure to do so. It is hmpossible to foliow
him in any account of a campaign.  His only attempt
ab a geographical description; so far as woe know, was,
curionsly enongh, that of our own island: it was con-
tained in a portion of his history now lost to us, and if
we may judge from the vagueness of his other notices,
the loss 1s no great matter. * Gibbon halt apologises for
this defect in him as a military historian, by saying that
he wrote as “a man of letters, covered with the dust
of his library ;7 but to imagine Livy as poring over
old manuscripts and charters, and ransacking a hun-
dred volumes (if he had them) to verily a date or an
incident, would be a great mistake.  Tle seems to have
halanced, in some of-hand way, the varying statements
of the halt-dozen authors whom he consulted (possibly
he had no more to consult), to have adopted, as he
more than once almost confesses, that which scemed
to him the most picturesque and hest adapted for his
purpose, and to have built up on it his own rich and
fluent narrative,
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Yet it is true that with all this utter want of the
critical and judicial faculties which go so far to make
a great historian—and though he dealt with facts very
much on the principle that, when they did not favour
his purpose as the chronicler of the national glory, it
was “so much the worse for the facts”—he has, {0,
use M. "Taine’s words,* done more for Roman history

than all who have striven to reconstruct him.  The
impression he has left on us of the grandeur of Rome,
and the steps by which she reached it, is the true one,
The charm of his narrative is not spoilt—it ceven
sometimes gains in interest—Dby his intensely Roman .
feeling.  Our own nalional spirit goes a long way to
excuse him when he aseribes to Carthaginians, to
Grecks, to Asiatics, “perfidy,” and boastfulness, and
fulsehood, as though they were vices abhorrent to
Roman nature : if they were not unknown in Romans
as they were, at least he repudiates them for Romans
as they should be. Much has been said as to his in-
justice to the character of Tlannibal.  Dut, in the first,
place, he is not nearly so unjust to him as were the
national pocts of Rome ; and in their case and in his,
wide allowance must be made for the light in which
the patriot poet or chronicler looks upon the invader
of his country. Not to introduce any modern in-:
stances,—arc we mucl® surprised that the Jesuits in,
Spain should have painted Sir Francis Drake as half |
man and half devil, and the rest of the English nation -
as littlo better than fiends? And do we remember \
how our own writers of the day slandered and cari- f

* Fosai sur Tite Live, p. 179.
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catured the great Napoleon? But, after all, the im-
pression which we gain of Hannibal from the pages of
Livy is that he was beyond comparison the greatest
general of his age ; counterpoising in his own person,
if not outweighing, the various abilities of the suc-
cessive commanders—some of them remarkable men
—whom Rome sent into the field against him. Con-
sclously or unconsciously,—whether his admiration
for the man overcame his national prejudice, or the
instinet of the artist selected that grand figure for his
‘model,—he has made the mighty Carthaginian the
hero of his tale.

" Yor an artist Livy is, when all has been said, far
more than a historian. The word historian means, in
its very derivation, a patient inquirer into facts and
circumstances ; and that Livy was not. It was the
powers of the poet, the noyelist, the dramatist, which
he possessed in such large measure, and these have
given to his pages a lasting intercst, undiminished
even when his story is no longer accepted in all cases

\as trustworthy. Above all, he carries his readers with
‘him by his great gift of oratory—the gift which per-
Thaps the Romans, like the Athenians, in their pride of
civilisation, valued beyond all others, and which has
Dy no means lost its position amongst ourselves.

END OF LIVY.

PRINTED BY WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS.
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