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eapture of the fort of Agra by that Prince, writes as follows of its
ancient Hindu fort:—
)l.».‘.f Uy ol by 2y x,,f ol a,f &3l 1 0d) s xjff Nax
Seen from afar, mnid dust-laden clouds,
The citadel Toomed forth, eevere and grand,
Like mountain overspread with shadowy knolis,
Whose tracery the sctting sun searce limned.”
7 OF the fruits and flowers, foreign as well as indigenous, grown Fruit teees.
at Agra, Jahdngir writes:—“In Agra aud its environs the Dbest
kinds of melons, mangoes and other fiuits can be had.  Of all the
indigenous fruits, I have much liking for the preserve or confeetion
of mango. During the time of His Majesty Arsh  Ashidui *
(Akbar), most. of the fruits of Viluyat (Kdbul, Herdt, &c.), which
were not forthcoming in Inudia, were imported, and various kinds
of grapes, such as sdhild (white), habshi (black), and Lishmishé
(brown), were grown in various towuns. In the bdzdrs of Lahore,
for instance, every kind of grape can be had in any quantity iu
the grape scason.  Among other fruits, there is one deserving of
pecial mention; it is called anands (pine-apple), and it has been
imported from the ports of Frang (Frank, or Europe). It possesses
a sweet flavour and dclicious taste, and i» produced in thousands
each year in the Gulafshdn gavden of Agra.

f odoriferous flowers, it may be said that the flowers of ITind Flowers.

arc superior in fragrance to those of any country in the world.
There are many flowers Lere of which no name or even trace exists
anywhere elsc. First in order may be mentioned the champa.t
It is a flower full of sweet odour, and is exquisitely pleasant. In
shape it resembles the saffron flower, but in colour it is yellow-
white. The plant is large, handsome, laden with leaves, full of
branches and shady. In thesecason of flowers, one tree is sufficient
to fill the whole garden with sweet fragrance.

Next is the flower of Lewra) in shape a small plant, the
scent of which is so strong and effective that it 15 by no meaus
inferior to that of musk.

* Titles were given to the Chaughattai Emperors after death. Thus, Tinwur
wag called Schibgivdn ; Babar, Firdous Makani; Hamdydn, Jannat Ashida;
Ak l)ﬁ,A"uh Ashiani ; Jahdngir, Janvat Makant; snd Shih Juhdn, Fordous Ashiané
Ala Heozrat.

t Michelia ckampaca. T Pandamus odoratissimus.
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Then comes rai bel, * which is of a snowy colour and gives out
fragrance like that of the jasmine, The leaves grow in several
layers, one over the other.

Another is the moulsri f flower, the plaat of which is also of
agreeable size, symmetrical and shady. It pessesses a very mild
i

odour.

Seoti $ 1s aspecies of kewra, with this difference, that thet
latter bas thorns in it, while the former is without thorns. It 1s
of a yellowish colour, while kewra is of a white colour. From
the flowers above-mentioned and the jasmine (the white jasmiue
of Tiayut) they extract perfumed oils.”

Captaiu In 1608 Captain Hawkins waited on the Emperor Jahdngir
,};{E:‘t;ﬁraién with a letter fiom Jawes the First, King of Eogland. Mokurrab
Khdu, Viceroy of Gujrit, met him at Surat, and he was conducted
to Agra in safety.  The Emperor took a great fancy to Hawkins,
who settled at Agra to promote the interest of the English
Compauy. Jahdngir spent the carlier years of his reign in Agra.
According to Father Catron, all Frauks (or Kurcpeans) had free
access to the palace during the 1eign of Jakdngir. The Emperor
drank with them all night, even in the month of the Musalmédn

fast,

“{:}‘lﬁ,“ﬁ};“ According to Hawkinsz who was in Agra in 1696-11, Jahdngir
was a stout man of forty-five. Coryat, who was in Agra about
1615, says he was fifty-three.  Hawkius has furnished an interest-

ing account of Juhdungir’s daily life.

In ti.c morning at daybreak, with his face turned towards

Mecca, he repeated the different names of God on a string of

beads of pearls, dianionds, rubics, emeralds, ligunum aloes and coral.

He then appeared at the jharoka (window) to reccive the salu-

tations of the multitude who rcsorted to the plains opposite every

morning. This done, e went to sleep for iwo hours more. He

then took his meals with the ladies of the seraglio. At noon he

again showed himself to the people at the baicony of the palace

e pharote tharoka (window), and sat there uutil three o'clock to witness
pastimes by men and beast. “ At thrce o'clock the nobies in

* Jusmwnum Zwmhae, 1 Baulsiri 4 Chinw rose. Rosa glandulifera.



JAHANGIR, 27

Agra, whom sickness detaineth not, resort to the court, and the

King comes forth in open audience, sitting in his seat royal, Public audi

every man standing in his degree before hini: the chief within ehee:

a red rail, the rest without, The red rail is three steps higher

than the place where the rest stand.  Men arc placed by officers ;

‘here are others to keep men in order,  In the midst, right be-
re the King, standeth an officer with his master hangman,

accompanicd by firety others of the same profession, with badges

o theirshonlders, and others with whips.  Here the King hearcth

causes some houre every day; he then departs fo his house of

prayer.” At evening the Emperor was in the glusl hdna, or qpe ypuy

private room, wheie ministers and selected officers and @mirs i

waized on His M: jesty, and State business was transacted.  The

State writers were in constant attendance until the King slept,

and they wrote all that the King did. A rope with ringing beils, Chain of jus-

plated with gold, was fastened to two pillars in the King's cham- ¢

ber, with an end hanging over the ground oppo-ite the palace,

Auny poor man who demanded justice, shook the repe, and the

King hearing the bells ring called hiwm forthwith, heard him

and did justice to his cause.

Hawkins drank with Jahdugic in the ghusl Mdna.  He had Hodtile pro-
his eneny, Mokarrab Khdu, summoned to Agra on a charge of ex- Ki::i:::,";;b”f
torting woney and scizing a Hindu girl under the pretence of Khidu.
seading her to the King.  All his property was contiseated ; but,
Mokairub heavily bribed the officials aud was restored to favour.
He revenged himself on Hawkins.  Jahdogir was led to believe
that, if the Knglish once got a footing iu India, they would soon
become masters of the country. Juhdngiv was alarmed; and Hawkina
forbade them from trading in India. Hawkius, with lus Al-fb';\,es Agra,
menian wife, whom he had married in Agra, left that city for

England in 1611

Jahdngir was not at Agra when Sir Thomas Roe landed at ]fhgxfuldl)::.s{
Surat, in 1615, as Lord Ambassador from King James I, Journey- Roe, 1615 18
ing from Burhanpur, he visited M&ndd, and then Chittor, the
ancient capital of Rdjputdna, and waited on the Ewperor at
Ajmere, which His Majesty had made his head guarters abont that
time, Roe unever visited Agra or Delhi, but he has left a graphie

and faithful account of Jahdngir's court,  The preseuts trom the
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King of England cousisted of virginals, knives, an embroidered
scarf, a 1ich sword, and an Boglish coach. The ambassador had a
musician in his train, and he was ordered to play on the virginals.
Jahdngir gave the coach to Nar Mahal, his beloved queen. The
Euglish living was taken off and the coach covered with gold
velvet and decorations,  Jabdugir asked Roc if the English would
give hiw jewels, o which the ambassador replied that jewels
came trom ludia where Jahdngir was King ; how then could the
English bring back his owu jewels?  Roe accompanied Julidugir
1o Mdudia and Gajrat, and left him in the end of 1618.

Nir Mahal’s influence over Jahdngir was unlimited. For
twenty years she ruled the King and the kingdom,  Noimportant
office in the State was filled without her consent, nor any
treaty with a forcign State concluded without her approval,
Morey was coined iu her name, with the inseription, “ Gold has
gained a new value sinee it bore the name of Nar Mahal.”  Her
father became the wueiz, and her brother. Asaf Khdn, was raised
to the first rauk of the nobility.

The seraglio of Jabdngir consisted of six thousand women,
including female slaves, attendants, women soldiers and guards.
There were  Chinese, Circassians, Georgians, Turks, Persians
Abyssiniaus and Hindus,  In Jabdogiv's palace, in the Agra fort,
arc to this day to be scen numerous labyrintl of courts, of apart-
ments and of passages, in which these female servants and guards
were posted to watch the stately suites of chambers, wost
exquisitely carved and painted, that were once the lovely home
of sonie lady of rank or the wife of some chicf.

The part of the palace where Nir Mahal spent the greater
portion of her life still stands in the fort of Agra. It is kuown
v the Jasmine Bower (Summan Burj). It has lately beeu re-
paired, under the orders of Lord Mayo, late Vieeroy of India.
1t still bears the stamp of Nar Mahal’s artistic instincts, skill,
and refined judgment. Her private rooms and balcony may
also be scen on the high castle walls. It was in these roowms

. that Nir Mahal passed the gloomy days of her widowhood, after

the murder of her brave husband, Sher Afgan, and before her
marriage with Jahdugir, who had neglected her for four years
and cven refused tosce her Here she lived quite forgotten by
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her royal lover, who had once passionately loved her; but she
was kindly received by her former patrouess, the good-hearted
old lady, Muriam Zamaui (Priucess of Jodhpur), mother of Jahdu-
gir.  Nar Mahal had adorned these chambers with extraordinary
splendour and maguificence. Al the desigus were her own, and
the workmanship was by the hands of her own female slaves,
under her personal divection.  All the ladies of the harem con-
sulted her in matters of jewcllery and the painting of silk, and
she introdnced quite novel styles and fashious iuto the court,
"The seraglio resounded with her charms and talents, It was
in these apartments that, Jahdngir happening to sce her one
morning in her plain dress of white muslin, his passion for
her was renewed.  Instantly he threw round her neck a necklace
of forty pearls which he wore, cach pearl being valued at £4,000,
and Nar Mabal was removed to the fmperial quarters and became

his favourite queen.

Jahdugir reigned in peace, but that peace was disturbed in
Agra by the rebellion of his son, Shdh Jahan, in 1623, The
Prince marched from Mdudi with his army towards Agra. Suck and ont.
Jahdngir seut Asaf Khdu to Agra to remove the imperial treasures ;‘I-;gglﬁl:@nm
before Shah Jahdu should arrive there.  Shdh Jahan occupied Jahan, 1623,
the city of Agra aud sacked it, but he was unsuccessful in captur-
ing the fort, which contained the imperial treasures.  According
to the particulars furnished by Della Valle, a noble Italian from o
Rome,® who has written them on the authority of letters reccived
by him at Surat from  Agra, Shdh Jahdn and his soldiers com-
witted fearful barbarities at Agra on this oceasion.  The citizens
of Agra were subjected to torture to compel them to give up
their homded  treasures, and many ladies of quality were
outtaged and mangled.t

All the European travellers who visited Agra during the time Agra during

, . . . . the time of

of Jahangir have written of its wealth and splendour in glowing Jahingic.
terms,  Calbanke, writing about it to Sir Thomas Smith, in
the beginning of the seventeenth century, speaks of it as “a

* He was a lemu Catholic, and had visited India, in 1623, * out of an
intelligent curiosity, begotten of the learning of the time, to discover any
a’|li’|;uty that might caist between the religion of Kgypt and that of India."—

eler

1 Wheeler.
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:ﬁ"z?‘?‘y of great and populous city entirely built of stone, with a great deal

avellers.  of merchandise, the whole city being even more imposing than
London of that age.” Fiuch, noticing the splendour of its gran-
dees and nobles, remarks that they never allowed the garments
of their coucubines once worn to be put on again, but that they
were buried in the ground as unfit for further use. There were
many nobles in Agra so rich that each had a thousand Mashalchis
or torch-bearers in his service. Edward Terry and Thomas Coryat
cach describe Agra as a magnificent city, worthy of the capital
of the great Mughal.

Edward Terry, who accompanied the mission of Sir Thomas
Roe, as Chaplain, mentions Agra as one of thirty-seven large Pro-
vinces under the Mughal, which the traveller has described in
Chepter II of his work. e writes of Agra thus:—*% Agm,
a priucipal and very rich province, the chief city so-called, this
great Emperor’s metropolis in north latitude about 28 degrees and
a half. It is very well watered by the river Jumnua. This and
Lahore are two principal and choice cities of this Empire, betwixt
which is that long walk (which I bave mentioned before) of four
hundred miles in length, shaded by great trees on both sides,
This is looked upon by the travellers, who have found the comfort
of that cool shade, as ouc of the rarcst and most beneficial works
in the whole world.” *

Thomas Ilerbert, who visited Agra during the reign of
Jahdngir, describes it as semilunary in shape, like London, with
streets long and narrow,  Akbar is mentioned as having commenc-
cd the building of the fort, after his victorious return from
Ahamaddbdd, in place of the old castle, which was pulled down,
He describes Agra as a populous and tlourishing city.

On his return from Gujrat, Jahdugir visited Ujjain, and
thet 2e he came to Agra, where he became reconciled to his
cldest son, Khusro, through the intervention of Parwez, his
secord son.  After some wanderings he proceeded to Lahore, and
thence weut to Kashmir, in the hot months of 1627, He was
compelled by asthma to return, but death overtook him on the
way at Rajouri, on 12th October, 1627. His remains were brought

Yeath of to Lahore, and, according to his will, interred in the garden of Nir
ahangir, Mahal, on the banks of the Ravi.

T

* A Voyage to Eust India, by Edward Lerry, p. 81,
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There were about sixty Christians in Agra durine the reio Christian in
¥ & a g of fluence in

Jahdngir.  According to Roe, the Emperor knew a little Italian, 11\;;;»:; in
for he had been heard ealling out to Khnrram (Shdhjahan) in Ve, |
full darbar, “ Mio figlio, mio figlio”! when there was some mis-
understanding  between the Prince aud the Christians. At the
Protestant cemetery of Agra there are still a dozeu tombs of
Europeans who must have visited India about this tine.

The principal buildings of Jahdngir’s period are a portion of piucipal

. - . . . buildiugs  of
the maasolenm at Sakandrd, the Jahdngivi Mahal in the Agra juj. =5

palace, the mausoleum of Itmad-ud-daula, all showing sigus of Period.
Hindu influence, the Bath of Al Verdi Khdn, in the Chipitola
quarter of the city, the mosque of Motamid Khdn, in the Kashmiri
Buazar, and the tower and garden known after the name of Boland

Khan, the chicf eunuch of Jahdngir’s palace.

The power of Nur Jahdn vanished with the last breath of o, succes.

Jahdngir, The court was at this time divided into two factions. 3{‘“,\;&%32:“"
Nur Jahdin favoured the succession of her own son-in-law, Shahar-
yar, the fourth son of the late Emperor. Her brother, Acaf
Khdn, wished for the succession of his son-in-law, Shdh Jahdu.
Khusro, the eldest son of Juhdugir, having rebelled against his
father, was blinded, as a punishment ; but Jahdngir, out of affec-
tion for his son, always kept him near his person. Shdh Jahdn,
who had deep designs of his own regarding the Empire, persuaded
Jahdogir to allow the blind Prince to accompany him to the
Deccan, on the plea that it was distressing to keep a son who had
been deprived of sight before his eyes.  As soon as the poor Prioce
was 1n his power, Shdh Jahdu found wmeans to remove him by
sceretly procuring his death,

On the news of Jahdngir's death being reported at court, Asaf A sham
Khidn took immediate steps to enthrone at Delhi Prince Ddwar kinie
Baksh, otherwise known as Bolaki, the eldest son of Khusro and the
legitimate heir to the throne, who was still a youth. This was,
however, done as a matter of policy to appease the wmeras and
nobles, who had been sorely afflicted by the murder of the
unhappy Khusro, and wished to sce the eldest son of the deceased,
as the rightful heir, on the throne ; and also to give time to Shdh
Jahdn, who was then in the Deccan. Meanwhile Shaharyar had
assumed the regalia of the empive at Lahore, Asaf Khén carried



A stratagem.
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Jolaki in tiumph to Tahore, where Shaharyar was taken
prisoner and deprived of his sight.  The youthful king was then
brought to Agra, where he assumed royal functions, with Asat
Khédn as wreir,  Asaf Khdn was now all-powerful both in the
army and in the empire.  He had by this time succceded in fur-
thering the interests of Shdh Jahdu by gaining over a great
number of officers and nobility to his side. In order, however, better
to conceal his game and to Iull the suspicion of the young King,
who was wanting in experience, if not in intelligence, it was given
out at Agra that Shidh Jahdn was dangerously ill ; next, that he
was dead. The yonng Badshdh was, according to a desire expressed
by Shdh Jahdn, colicited to allow his bwial in the precincts
of Akbars tomb at Sakandrd. Overjoyed at the iutelligence
of the death of his rival, Boldki gave his sanction to the wazir's
proposal.  An empty bier, followed by a funeral corfege, proceeded

~in solemn grief from Agra to Akbar’s mausolenm, The living

Shah Jahan
enters Agra.

dead (Shdh Jahdn) himsclf followed it 1n disguise!  Asaf Khdn
impressed on the young king that the rules of etiquette required
that His Majesty should come out of Agra to do honour to the
body of the deccascd Prince, who was no other than the brother
of his own father, when 1t should come within a league or two of
the city ; and, following this advice, he came out to meet the
body, with a small escort. Squadrons of Rdjputs followed the bier,
and Shdh Jahdn, having gradually approached it, sceretly got
into it, an aperture sufficient to enable him to breathe having been
left in it. The bier was then carried into a tent, where all the
principal chiefs, who were acting in concert with Asaf Khdn,
assembled as if to do honour to the dead Prince. It was, says
Taveroier, at this juncture that Asaf Khdn saw “that the time had
come for the execution of his design; he had the bier opened
before the eyes of all the army ; Shdh Jahdn was saluted as king
by all the generals and other officers.””  The young king, who was
still on the way, finding himsclf deserted by almost all the amirs,
withdrew and tled to Lahore.

Tinmediately the trumpets sounded ; and Shdh Jahdn was pro-
claimed Emperor amidst the acclamations of an enthusiastic mul-
titude. He cntered the fort of Agra in great state, and the same
moment began his anspicious reign.  Thomas Herbert has thus
noticed the event in his Zravels :— With great pomp he
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made bis intrude into Agra, and forthwith gave orders for his
coronation, which accordingly, by a general a¥sembly of the Ceronation
. . m of Shah
wmras and nobles of his empire, was performed. Then by aJahin ac
. N . Agra.
proclamation he assumed the name of Sultén Shahab-ud-din “&™

Muhammad.”

Shiih Jahdn, on ascending the throne, avenged himself on the Persecution
Portuguese, who had refused to render him assistance when he (;’to:tl\?gnese.
was in rebellion against his father, and who had joined the army
of Parwez and fought against him. Five or six hurdred of them
were taken prisoners and sent to Agra,  Some were compelled to

cmbrace Muhammadanism ; others suffered deuth.

Khdn Jabdn Lodi, who had been placed in the chief com- ﬁlli]’il:nt.;fhin
mand in the Deccan by the Emperor Jahdngir, asserted his from Aqua,
independence in Malwa.  He returned to obedience after Shdh o
Jahdn’s accession to the throne, and was invited to the comt,
where he was treated with the utmost consideration. His distrust,
however, having been excited by some circumstance, he assembled
all his troops vne night soon after dark, and, placing his women
in the centre on elephaunts, suddenly quitted Agra, accompanied
by twelve of his sons, with his kettle-drums beating and escorted
by 2,000 of his veteran Afghdns. He proceeded to the Deccan,
whither the Emperor marched in person. After many couflicts,

Khan Jahian was compelled to fly from the Deccan, but was cut

off in Buundelkhand by a Rajput, who struck him through with a

pike, 1630 A.n. It was in this expedition that the Emperor lost peati of
his favourite wife Arjumand Bano, a niece of Nurjahdn, who died i‘},’j,‘:,"‘,';?g“m,
in Burhanpur at the end of 1629. The war in the Deccan 6%
continued, and the Emperor returned to Agra in 1632, leaving

Mababat Khdn in supreme commaund in the Deccan. Great Shah Juhdn's
improvements went on in the palace for some time, and Shdh ?;:’::‘1%&9,
Jahdn now commenced the construction of the mausoleum of his

deceased wife on the bank of the Jumud, which was to become the

wonder of the Eastern World, In 1639 Shdh Jahdn founded new 32,':0?.}3?0‘
Delbi, to which he gave the vame SE&hjahduabad, and the capital Jes Dethi

was removed there.

In 1657 the Emperor was seized with a dangerous illness, and, :l“llermporor [
. uiness.
as a temporary measure, Dara Shekoh, his eldest son, was entrusted
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with the administration of the Government, Dara Shekoh
was a high-spirited, generous prince, whose religious views were as
broad and liberal as those of Akbar. Aurangzeb, having been
informed of his father’s illuess through his sister, Roushan Ara,
marched from the Deeean, after concluding a hasty treaty with
the King Adil Shdh of Bijapur, and left Sultdn Moazzam, his
second son, in charee of affairs in the Deccan.  The Emperor’s
two sons, Shuja, Vieeroy of Bengal, and Murad, Vieeroy of Gujidt,
asserted their independenee in their respective provinees and
marched their armics to the eapital.  Aurangzeh marched to
join Murad. Dara marched from Agra to oppose his brothers,
and the two armies having met at Samagarh, one march from
Agra, in the beginning of June 1658, Dara was totally defeated

and fled to Delhi,

Three days after the battle, Aurangzeb marched to Agra, and
encamping before the walls, at once took possession of the eity,
e interfered in no way with the interior of the palace, his object
being to find a favourable opportunity for seizing the person of
the old Emperor. Meanwbile a report was assiduously spread
by him that Shdah Jahdn was dead, and he pretended to believe
it in order to have an cxcuse for entering the eitadel.  Shih
Jahin, on the other hand, snared no pains to make it known that
he was alive, Exasperated at the conduct of his son, the old
King sent for Fizil Khdn, the erand chamberlain, and asked lLim
to assure Aurangzeb that his father was alive, and that he had
no longer any pretence for prolonging his stay at the capital, but
should retire forthwith to his kingdom of the Dececan, in which
case all that had happened would be forgotten,  Aurangzeb, who

~ had his own designs to serve, affected to disbelieve the statcinent

of Tzl Khdn, and replied that he was quite convineed that he
had become fatherless, and that it was upon that ground that
he had fought for the throne, thinking that he bad as good a right
to it as any of his bLrothers. If, urged he, the King was alive,
well and good; he was his dutiful son, ever ready to obey his
commands as an humble suppliant.  But in order that he might
be convinced that he was alive, he desired to see him and to kiss
his feet, after which he would retrace his steps to his kingdom
of the Deccan, and implicitly carry out the royal commands,



SHAI JAHAN, 35

The reply having been conveyed by Fizil Khdn to the King, Xt‘:‘:::gzyegf
His Majesty at once expressed his approval of his proposed inter-
view ; but Aurangzeb, more astute and cunving than his father,
assurcd Fazil Khdn that he would not venture into the citadel
until the garrison located in it was entirely withdrawn, Shdh
Jahin, sceing the reasonableness of the demand, ordered the gani-
son to withdraw. The garrison accordingly vacated the Fort. .

i The action ¢
Roushan Ara Begam sent a message from the harem to Aurangzeb, Roushan
warning him of the presence of armed Tartor women, who would Ara Begam.
scize and murder him if he entered the Fort without a strong -
guard.  Aurangzeb met deviee by device.  Ile postponed his
visit (o his father from day to day, on various pretences, pleading
at one time that he awaited an auspicious hour for an interview,
and at another that he had important State business to transact.
Meautime, Aurangzeb won over amirs and grandeces to his side,
His cldest son, Sultdn Mahmud, acting under the orders of his
father, subjected the palace to a blockade.  Shil Jahdn saw this
from the towers of his palace,  He planted cannou on the ramparts,
but these had little cfieet on the besicgers.  Aurangzeb now tried
another artifice. ke seut his coufidential caunch to Shih Jabidn
with a message that the troops had attacked the citadel without
his orders, and a request to be allowed to send his son, Mahmid,
to tender his submission and beg forgiveness, adding that he would
himself pay his respects to his parent as soon as his health showed
some signs of improvement.

Shdh Jahidn consented to receive his grandson. Mahmiud gained
over the soldiers of the guard, and, cntering the fortress, made
himsclt master of the palace without difliculty. Slaughtering every-
one who came in his way—soldicrs, slaves, cunuchs, women,—he
forced his way iuto the interior of the palace with a strong contin-
gent of troops.  Ile entered the royal chamber of Shdh Jahdin,
The Tartar women, who surrounded the old king, remained motion-
less, like statues.  MahwmGd then personally announced to Shdh
Jahdn :—“Your great age, wy lord, has rendered you incapable
of rcigning. Retire with your wives into the palace gardens;
pass the remainder of your days in tranquillity. We do not
grudge you the right of the day, but you dishonour the throne: you
must resign it to your children.” *

o * Wheecler.

e e e et e 2.
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At this demand the Tartar female-guards roused a great shout;
but Mahmud was equal to them, and Shdh Jahdn, yielding to cir-
cumstances, retired to the inner pavilions with his wives and became
a prisoner. Taviting Mahmd to a sccond visit, Shdh Jahdin
offered him the crown and the possession of Agra, provided he
cast oft his adherence to his father, who, having dethroned his
cwn father, was not likely to sparc the son. Mabhmid for a
time considered the matter, but resisted the temptation and
secured the palace keys from the Emperor.  Henceforth Aurang-
zeb became master of Agra and the citadel, The peace of Agra
was not disturbed on the change of sovercigns,  Shayasta Khdn
was appointed new Governor of the place.

Shah Jahdn, incensed at the conduct of his son, made some
cfforts to effect his escape, and slew some of the guards who
opposed him.  This induced Aurangzeb to subject him to a closer
confinement.  The gates and entrances were walled up and the
ex-king’s chamber was placed under strict gnard. It is most
surprising,” writes the traveller, Tavernier, “ that not one of the
servants of the grand King offered to assist him; that all bis
subjects abandoned him, and that they turned their eyes to the
rising sun, recognising no one as king but Aurangzeb —Shéh Jahdu,
although still living, having passed from their memories. 1t
perchance there were any who felt touched by his misfortunes,
fear made them silent, and made them basely abandon a king
who had governed them like a father and with a mildness which
is not common with sovereigns.  For althongh he was severe
enough to the nobles when they failed to perform their duties,
he arranged all things for the comfort of the people, by whom
he was much beloved, but who gave no signs of it at this crisis,”

The traveller, Bernier, who was at the time (1668 A.D.) 1u
Ara, expresses the same surprise.  He writes :—“1I can indeed
scarcely express my indignation when I reflect that there
was not a single movement, nor even a voice heard in behalf
of the aged aud injured monarch; although the Omecras who
bowed the knee to his oppressors were indebted to him for their
rank and riches, having been, according to the custom of the
court, raised by Shdh Jahdn from a state of the lowest indigence,
and many of them cven redeemed from absolute slavery.”
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Shah Juhdn, before his death, expressed a wish to see new
Delhi, which had not yet reached completion.  Aurangzeb,
fearing lest the appearauce of the aged king on an clephuant
might cause excitem®nt among the people and raise a parly in
his favour, consented to the proposal, provided the monarch made
his journcy to Delhi by boat and returned in the same way to
Agra.  Shih Jahdn, pereeiving the severity of his son, abandoned
allidea of a journey to his new city, but was greatly mortified at
the iusult mflicted on him,

With the exeeption of the rigour of his conlinement, Aurangzeb
troated Shah Jauhan with respeet in his prison. e cven treated
with Indifference the slights he deliberately showed his son at
times.  Thus, some days previous to his ascending the throne,
Aurangzeh sent word to Shah Jahdn to have the gooduess to send
him the crown jewels, that he might wear them on the ceremony of
his accession. The old king was exasperated at this message and
repeatedly called for a pestle and mortar and threatened to grind
up all his precious stones and pearls, so that his son might never
possess them.  Aurangzeb acted with forbearance, and softeued
the rigour of his father's captivity, by scuding him presents
from Delhi.  According to Bernier, Shdah Jahdn subsequently
relented, and, of his own accord, scut to Aurangzeb some of the
jewels which, he had before told him, hammers were ready to
reduce to powder.

The old King maintained his high tone throughout his im-
prisonment until death overtook him.  Once the Governor of
Agrainsulted the imperial captive ; Shah Jahdn, in return, struck
the Governor in the face with a pair of slippers.  The Governor
ordered the guards to arrest the King ; but not a man dared to lay
his hands on a sovercign who had been respected like a deity.

Shéh Jahidn continued to live in regal state in Agra for seven
years, and died in the Fort of Agra, December 1666,

Mulld Mubammad Kézim, author of the Alamgir Nama,
has given particulars relating to the death of Shiih Jahdn. They
arc interesting, as furnishing information regarding scencs with
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which the citadel of Agra is associated. Tl following are ex-
tracts from this work :—

“In consequence of protracted illness, the Ewmperor beeame
very weak,  His bodily strength failed, and on this account he
was attacked with various complaints, so that the treatment of
ouc proved dircetly injurions to the other.  The best physicians
thouzht his case had become very complicated.  is hands and
feet trembled through extrenie weakuess, and medicines were
of noavail. At length, n an early hour of the night of Monday,
the 28ith of Rajab (1666 A1x), his case having become gnite hope-
less, the signs of death became visible,  His Majesty hept his
courage ab this time of trial, and strugaled bravely with the last
enemy,  He tarned hLis mind to Uod, and, in an audible voice,
oftered thanks to the Almighty for the thousand gifts He had
conferred on him. With all sincerity and huwility Lic then prayed
forgiveuess for the sins he had committed in the world ; then, in
full possession of his consceilousuess, he repeated the counfession of
faith.  While he was repeating this, his affectionate daughter, the
Mlika Jahin Begum (Jahan Ara), and other female members of
the fumily, began to weep,  IHis Majesty admonished them to be
content with God’s will and resign themselves to Ilis pleasure, Tle
spoke a few consoling words to them, aud, immediately after, his
soul departed from the body.

“ By command of Milika Jahin Begum, Raad Andidz Khin,
the commander of the fort, and Khawja Phil presented themselves
in the ghuslilane.  "The windows of the gates of the fort were
openced, and men were seut to call the most revered Syad Maham-
wad Kanauji and Kidzi Kurbdu, the chief Kids of Akbadbid, to
perform the funeral ceremonies. They eame two watches before
sunrise.  Although His Majesty, since he had attained the age of
disc.etion, had never missed a single prayer of the preseribed five
times daily prayer, or a single fast of the menth of Rdmzdu,
atonement for them was given ina large st of moncy, which was
seb apart for the purpose. The two religionus men above named were,
by order of Milika Jubin, called to the Samman Burj, where the
Ewmperor had breathed his last.  From this place hisbody was
removed to the hall (cecan) close by, where it was washed according
to the form prescribed by the Mubammadan law. The body
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having then been erclosed in a coffin, holy passages were read over

it. Finally, the body was placed ina chest or reeeptacle of sandals

wood, and the coffin, followed by a procession of mourners, was
conveyed out of the fort through the low gate (darwdizd washel)

of the said tower, which used to remain closed, but was opened

for the oceasion.  The procession then passing through Sher HAji The funeral
gate opposile the low gate, the coflin was brought out of the forg Meewon
enclosure. Hoshdar Khan, Vieeroy of Agra, accompanied by officers

of state, reached the bank of the viver at day-break, and the

coffin, having been conveyed across the river, was interred with

due formalities, by the side of the tomb of Muntaz Zamdni, in the The burial.
mansolenm built in her honor by the deceased Emperor, who was

now following her to the grave.  The prayers over the colfin be-

fore its interment were read by his holiness Syad Muhamimad,

Kizi Kurbdn, and other learned and pions men.”

Shiah Jahdn had lived seventy-six years and reigned for His age.
thirty-one,

At the time of the mperor’s death, Prinee Muhammad Arvival of

a / Prince
Moazzam (afterwards the Emperor Shith Alam, Bahadur Shdh), Moazam

the cldest son of Anrangzeb, and the heir-apparent, was encamp- ** Agr.
ed ata distance of seven Los from Agra. The intelligence of
the Emperor’s demise having reached him the same night, he
arrived in the city the next day, and on the third day went to
the fort and offered condolence to the Degum Sahib, his aunt,
and the other female members of the royal family.  “ Ou that day,
under orders of the Prince, the whole KNurdn was read by the
pious and learned men, and holy passages were reeited. A meet-
ing to celebrate the birth-day of the Prophet was held on a tiuly
royal scale, and large sumsof money were distributed among the
poor and needy as alms.”*

Aurangzeb was at Delhi when his father died.  On hearing
of his death, he conld not refraiv from shedding tears.  Mulld
Muhammad Kdzim writes :—* Althongh s Majesty possesses
a strong mind and a resolute and inflexible temper, he wept so
bitterly on hearing the intcelligence of his royal father’s death,
that the courtiers and nobles, who were present, were shocked.”

Alamgirudmd,
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His Majesty and the Princes Royal and the ladies of the harem
put on white clothes, and the whole court went into mourning. The
Emperor-clect said to his nobles :—“ It was my desire to be
present at the last moments of my father, to have a last look at
his face, take part in his burial ceremonies, and thus to obtain
his benedictions; but, unfortunately, none of these desires have
been fulfilled. I shall now proceed to Akbmrdbid at once, and
pay respeets to the tomb of my father, and offer condolence to
my sister and other members of the royal family in that capital
city,”

The royal camp accordingly moved to Mustalivul Khildfat*
(Agra).  The new Lmperor, marching by stages, reached Agra
on the sixth day. It was decided that, before entering the fort,
the Imperor, on this occasion of mourning, should put up
temporarily in the house of Dara Shekoh (styled throughout by the
historiaus of Alamgiras Dara ‘Be Shelol,) meaning Dara, ‘without,
dignity,” in contradistinction to “8hekol’ meaning *dignity ).+
A few miles from the city, His Majesty was received by Hoshdar
Khin, Viceroy of Agra, and other notables and ofticers of the
metropolitan city.  From the village of Bahddarpur, His Majesty,
with the royal party, camne by boats to Agra, and, as previously
arranged, put up in the house of Dara Shekoh.  The following
day he paid his respeets to the tombs of his parents and read
the fateha, or prayers for the beucelit of their souls, He shed
again tears of gricf at the «ight of the tembs of his parents,
Taving then distributed twelve thousand rupees as alms among
the servant. and attendants of the mausoleum, he read the after-
noon prayers in the mosque of the mausoleum.  The following
day he cntered the fort and offered his condolence to the Begum
Sahib and other members of the harem, and spoke to them words
o¢ consolation and kindness,  The Begum Sahib on this occasion
presented her brother with a large golden basin full of jewels,
He then caused the female members of the family to put aside
their mourning and bestowed on them rich dresses, in accordance

*In the Persian histories of the time of Shih Jahin and Aurangzeb, Agra
in called Mustalirnl Khilafit ; Delhi, Darad Khilufawt ; Lahore, Darul Saltanat |
wnd Multan, Darul Aman.

1 Aurangzeb generudly disregarded cood or bad omens, and was very scrupu-

lous, but it seems that he was led away by superstition in regard to his fiest entry
as a moenarch into the fort of Agre.
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with their position and dignity. Two walches after sunrise,

he returned to the city. Twodays afterwards His Majesty went Visit to the
again to the fort, on a visit to the Begum Sahib, and, at his Begum Suhil?
ctance, all the nobles of the Empire and ofticers of state offered
their salutations to her and presented nazars, or offerings, in
money.  The Princess was pleased to confer on them Ahélats, or who i

dresses of honor, according to the rank and dignity of cach. A few treated with

> . . .. . every mark
days after the new King again paid her a visit, and the Princess of eonsiders.

tion.

’

performed the ceremonies of néssdr, namely, she offered money by

)

way of sacrifice for His Majesty’s welfare.  Tlis Majesty went daily
to the mausoleum, and read the futcha. Twice he held there the
meetings of manldd, or the celebration of the birth of Muhammad,
when thousands of rupces were distributed to religious people and

the poor,

It being conaidered advisable that [Lis Majesty should prolong
his stay in Mustakivul Khildfat (Agra), he sent for the members
of his family from the Darul Khildfat (Shah Jahdndbdd), and ac-
cordingly Abdul Nabi Khin, Mukhalis Khd.., and Khizmat Khdn,
the head cunuchs, were sent to the latter place, with a large party,
to conduct the Begums and ladics of the zandna to Agra on
clephants.  As the ZId festival of Rémzin was approaching, it
was further ordered that the Peacock Throne be brought to Agra,
togcther with all the articles of decoration and embellishment
used on festival occasious.

On the Id festival is Majesty procceded on an clephant, sur- The 24 festi-

mounted by a golden Lowda, to offer prayers at the grand mosque. velat Agra.
Xcturning before noon, he held a grand reception in the hall of

public andicnee and made his appearance with all the pomp and
magnificence of an Emperor, taking his scat for the first time on Grand
the cclebrated Peacock Throne of Shz.ill Jahziu,‘ wln'ch he had won géng)::ul.mld
with such disrepute. Muhammad Kazin, the historian of Alamgir,

is here profuse in his panegyric of the King, who bestowed honours

and rewards on the grandces and nobles with the true generosity

of a Ring. A meccting was then convened in the ghuslkhana

and the busincss of state transacted in the presence of the officers

and nobles assembled there.  The rejoicings in honour of the first

Id festival continucd for three days, His Majesty was on this
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occasion, pleased to bestow one lakh of gold mohurs on the Begum
Sahib, and made an addition of five lakhs of rupces to her
annual allowance of twelve lakhs. One lakh of rupees was bes-
towed on each of her two younger sisters, Parhez Bano Begum
and Gowher Ara Begum. Prince Muhammad Moazzam reccived
two lakhs of rupees and a special dress of honour, with armlet
and Dbracelets set with precious jewels, and an addition of
2,000 horse to his rank of 15,000 foot and 12,000 horse ; and
Prince Muhammad Azim, a dress, an aigrette and a dagger
set with diamonds, with an addition of 2,000 horse to his rank of
12,000 foot and 7,00 horse. Then follows a long list of
rrandees (Muhammadaus and Hindus), Rdjds, and Nawdbs who
were presented with dresses and an increase of Mansab, or rank.
In the fifth ycar of the reign, the State treasures had been removed
from Agra to Delhi, but at this period—namely, the ninth year
of the rcign—it was ordered that the treasure be again
conveyed to Agra. Namddr Khdn, having been prescuted
with a horsec and jewelled trappings, was cuntrusted with this
duty, and the treasure was brought from Delhi to Agra on 1,400
iradas, or carriages drawn by bullocks, and safcly deposited in
the fort.

Agra was visited in 1635 by Wandclslo, a page to the Duke
of Holstein, who had travelled in Persia in the retinuce of an
embassy which the Duke had sent to the Shdh,  He describes
it as a beautiful cily, at lcast twice as large as Ispahdn (then
in its greatest glory). It was the favourite residence of Shdh
Jahdn ; all the natious of the East carried on trade in Agra; and
the streets were broad and lined with fine shops. There were
cighty caravanserais for travellers, cach being in charge of a
superintendent. The traveller has left graphic accounts of the
bdzdr, the darbdr court, the ghuslkhdna, the mahal (or harem)
and the yharoka. Wandelslo left India in 1840, and, after he left
Agra, Shdh Jahdn fixed his capital at New Delhi.

Francis Bernier, with morc pulitical insight, was in India for
twelve years (1655-67), and he has given a description of Agra
in his travels very similar to that given by Wandelslo,
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The chief buildings of Shdh Jahdn in Agra are the 87idsh Chicf fblélll«;l-
. . mys ot dh
Maldl, or Palace of Mirrors, in the palace ; the Mot? Masjid, or Jahin. l
Pearl Mosque ; and the famous Taj Maldl.

Elphinstone has written in high terms of the great prosperity “i:.'l)tpmi_
sperity o

of India under Shah Jahdn, who in point of munificence has Indiaunder
. . Shah Jahin.

been compared with the Roman Emperor Severus, whose magni-

ficence is immortalized in the pages of Gibbon.  Notwithstanding

his pre-occupation with foreign wars, his love of ease and pleasure,

his magnificence, his construction of celebrated edifices and works

which cost crores of rupees, his finances suffered no embarrass-

ments, aud he left large accumulations of coin, bullion and

jewels.  According to Tavernier, Shdh Jahdn “reigned not

. so much as a King over his subjects, but rather as father

“over his family and children.,” The foundation of so splendid

a capital as New Delhi affords evidence of great private as

well as public wealth.

With the dethronement and imprisonment of Shdh Jahdn Aurangzeb,
. . 1658-1707.

ended the palmy days of Agra.  Aurangzeb resided for some little
time there ; but it soon hecame a sccond-rlass city, the residence
of a provincial Governor, who proved too weak to keep in
check the ueighbouring turbulent Jdt tribes. The Emperor *
grew old in the distant province of the Deccan, and, although
his spirit of perseverance, indefatigable industry, and attention
to the minutest details, kept together the component parts
of the Empire, the spirit of intolerance which he displayed
throughout his life, the inequality of his treatment of the
various classes of his subjects, and the offence he gave to a
great section of the community in India, helped to undermine
the throne of Tim(r and ended in the final dissolution of the
Mughal sovereignty of India.

THE SiSTERS JAuAN ARA AND ROUSHAN ARA,
Not the least sigunificant personages who figured promi-
nently in the Mughal history of the time of Shdh Jahdn were
his two daughters, Ja‘hél}wAraBegum and Roushan Ara Begum,
Jahdn Ara, or the ﬁegilm Sahib, as she was called, was the Jahan Ara.

Her unbound-

second child of Shdh Jahdn by his most affectionate consort, ed Influouce
over Shin

Mumtaz-uz-zamdni, commonly known as the Taj Mahal. Her Juhin,
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~unbounded influence over the Emperor and ber ascendancy in

the court have already been referred to. According to Bernier,

she was very handsome, of lively parts, and passionately beloved

by her father. Ie reposed the most implicit confidence in his

favourite child ;she watched carefully over the safety of her royal

father and was so serupulous about it that no dish was allowed

to appear on the royal table that had not been prepared under

her eyes.  She regulated the humors of her father, and the most

, weighty concerns of State were settled through her.  She drew

large allowances from the Imperial treasury and received the

most valuable gifts from the amirs, whose affairs were confided

to her charge, and was thus enabled to amass a great fortune,

g.fl“::“:;“’ the Qhe espoused the cause of her brother, Dara, and promoted his
Dara. interests in court, while his younger sister, Roushan Ara, supported
the party of Aurangzeb. Dara, finding in Juhdn Ara a valuable

coadjutor, had, according to Beruier, promised her that, on

his accession to the throne, he would grant her permission

to m arry.

“This pledge,” says the traveller, “was a remarkable one,
the marriage of a Princess being of rare occurrence in IHin-
dustdn, no man bheing considered worthy of royal alliance;
and an apprehension being entertained that the husband might
thereby be rendered powerful, and induced, perhaps, to aspire
to the crown.”

Roushan Ara was less beautiful than her elder sister, and less
remarkable for wit and intclligence ; nevertlicless, she possessed
sprightliness of temper, wasnot deficient in cunning, and she
Supports the CONVeyed, by means of spics, iutelligence of the doings at court
‘A“‘l:'rtg"‘;fmb. to Aurangzeb, which was of such importance and value that

it enabled the crafty Irince not only to cscape the snare
which his father is reported to have spread for him in Agra,
but tended materially to pave his way to the throne,

Roushan Ara.

The hattle The battle of @_mg_]_knine miles east of Agra, resulted
w in the discomfiture of Dara Shekoh by the combined forces
(h:l]l":snazeb of Aurangzeb and Murdd Bakhsh. Aurangzeb duped Murdd by
Murid. concealing his own ambitious designs of sovereignty in the garb

of disintercstedness, saying:—“I am a fakir of the threshhold of
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God. I live as a fuldr, aud my highest ambition is to die as a
Jakir.  The kingdom and country is Murdd's.” Turning to
Khalilulla Khdn, he said that Murid Baksh alone was fitted to
wear the erown, and that it was due to his skill and valour that
the victory over Dara was gained, he having ouly acted as his
licutenant, Three or four days after the victory, Aurangzeb and
Murdd presented themselves bpfore the gate of Agra and put up
ina émdcn about a Icague distant from the palace. A confidential
eunuch of Aurangzeb was then despatched to the old King, who
was saluted in the name of his master and assured of the royal
son’s undiminished 1espeet and affection for his august parents,
deep regret being  expressed at recent cevents, which were
attributed to the sinister designs of Dara, and an ascurance
given that the Princes had come to Agra to receive and eaceuto

the King’s commands,

Shih Jubdn  affected to express his unqualificd approval Shih Jahin
and Awang-

of his son’s conduct, aud sent a trustworthy cunuch, who, in zeh try to
behalf of his master, explained to Aurangzeb how sensible the cach other,
King was of Dara’s improper conduct and incapacity, and
reminded the Prince with what affection and tenderness he
regaided him. He was therefore invited to visit his loving

pareut in order that arrangemcuntsfor the future conduct of

affairs might be concluded. Shdh Jahdn was trying by artifice

and dissinulation to entrap Aurangzeb, little thinking that his

dutiful son surpassed all men in both,  Aurangzeb had been

apprised by his sister, Roushan Ara, of the presence in the fort of :!‘llt;(fﬂ:;tll‘l::;t
& large number of strong and robust Tartar women who acted Awa.
as female guards inthe seraglio; and who would fall on him

with arts as soon as he entered the palace.

He knew full well that the Begum Sahib would not quit
the King, day or night, and that he was entirely under her in-
fluence. ITe knew, from the information supplied by Roushan Ara,
how strongly Shdh Jahdn was attached to Dara. She had inform-
ed him that, after the discomfiture of Dara, the King had sent'
him two elephants laden with gold mohurs, acd this furnished
him with the means to collect new armies and prolong the war.
Ile doubted very much the sincerity of the old King’s profes-



46 AGRA : HISTORICAL.

sions, though he considered it impolitic to disclose his mind to
him, The Prince thanked his father for all the favours he
had been pleased to shower on him, but would not venture
within the walls of the citadel, and, though he fixed the day
for obeying the monarch’s summons, he, day by day, deferred
The resolu- NS visit,  Matters went on in this fashion for several days, when

i Sultan/ . .
}\'f::i,::,f.ml"l:,‘,',]éut last the resolution and skill of Jultdn Mahmud, son of Aurang-

of Autungzeh, zeb, drove the old lion into a cage. This intrepid young man,
having previously posted a number of armed men in the vieinity

of the palace, eutered it on the pretence of taking a message to

the King. The armed retainers immediately followed, aud,

falling suddenly on the guards, who were unprepared for an

fllltmc:ﬂﬂ;,?w encounter, expelled them.  Thus in a few minutes the Prince
ter of the .~ ‘made himself master of the fort.  “If ever man was astonished,”
fort. . , , :
says Bernier, “ that man was Shah Jahdn when he perceived that
he had fallen into the trap he had prepared for others, and that
he himself was a prisoner.” In vain did the old King send a
messenger {o his grandson, entreating him to liberate him, and
swearing on his crown and the Kurdn to acknowledge him as
King if he served hiwm loyally. The young DPrince, actuated
by a sense of duty to his father, disregarded these offers, and

, even refused to enter the Kiung’s apartments. He asked the
King for the key of every gate in the fort, in order that Aurangzeh
might come with a perfectly scttled mind “to kiss the King's
feet.” The old King, seeing that his own men were deserting
him, delivered up the keys with much hesitation after two
days. Aurangzeb appointed his trustworthy cunuch, Itibdr Khdn,
Shih Jahin o CGovernor of the fort, and placed Shdh Juhdu and the Begum Sahib
pisoner. 4, olose confinement.  Many of the gates of the fort were walled
up and communication between the King and his friends was
effectually stopped.  His confinement was so rigid that the King
was not permitted to leave his apartment without the permission

of the Governor.

5::_(1::{2211‘! ﬁ‘ré The deep-rooted animosity which Roushan Ara bore towards her
jeugeauce on brother, Dara Shekoh, rankled in her heart when the latter had
: been reduced to the condition of a helpless prisonerin the hands
3 of his hypocritical brother Aurangzeb. When a second council of

" the ulemas was convened in Delhi, to discuss the question whether
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Dara should be sent to Gwalior to be confined in the fortress;
there, agrecably to the origiunal plan, or exceuted witheut further
delay, Roushan Ara betraycd her enmity towards him by joining
Danishmand Kbén, Khalilulla Khdn, and Shacsta Khan in pro- Me is excent-
posing the cxtreme penalty of the law, which was ultmmtdy
carried out.

After Aurangzeb had firmly cstablished himself on the throne
of India, his sister Roushan Ara Begum exercised privileges and
powers very much the samc as had been excrcised by her elder
sister, Jahdn Ara, during the reigu of Shdh Jahdn, She had
luboured hard for Aurangzeb during his father’s reign, and it was in
fact maln]y due to her help that he ascended the throne,  She be- 'Iu!‘fv (“'f“‘c"d‘
came now the sole mistress of the seraglio.  She was allowed an Roushan Ara.
extensive cstablishwent, and like her cldersister in the days of
Shih Jahdu’s reign, drew cnormous allowances from the State.
Her retinue and cquipage were immense, and she enjoyed all the
privileges of a queen of the first rank, Her power quite cast into
the shade the influence of the first Sultdud, a Rajput Princess, the
mother of the heir-apparent, Shdh Alam,  The traveller Beruicer
hasfurnishedagraphicdescriptionof Roushan Ara’s state procession.
She came out in state in a litter gilt and covered with magnificent
silk nets of diversitied colours, encircled with embreidery, fiinges er equipage
and rich tassels. This clegant litter, which was open, was suspend- and statc.
ed between two beautiful camels, or between two small elephants,
In frout of the litter walked a young, well-dressed female slave,
with a chauri of peacock feathers in her haud, with which she
kept off the (lies from the Princess.  Of the Princess’s journey on
clephants, Bernicr observes :—* Stretch imagination to its utmost ;
limits, aud you can conccive no exhibition more grand and im- |
posing than when Roushan Ara Begum, mounted on a stupendous Y
Pegu clepbant, and scated in a howdal blazing with gold and
azure, is followed by five or six other clephants with Lowdals
nearly as rcsplendent as her own, and filled with ladies attached
to her houschold.” The clephant of the Princess was surrounded
by a troop of fcmale armed retainers, Tartars and Kashmirians,
fantastically attired aud riding handsome pad-horscs. Between
these and the Princess, rode the chief eunuchs richly dressed.
Then came footmen aud lackeys, with large cancs, bearing cnsigns
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of royalty in their hands, These travelled a long way before the
Kmpress, right and left of the road. The principal lady of the
court, mounted and attended in very much the same style as
the Princess, immediately followed the equipage of Roushan Ara.
This was followed by the elephant of the third lady, and that by a
, fourth, and so on until fiftecen or sixtecn clephants, with ladies
of rank, passcd, cach having a retinue proportionate to her rauk
and office. Sixty or morc elephants passed in state and royalty
with brilliant and numerous followers, and the spectacle was so
grand and imposing that, according to Bernier, if he “ had not re-
garded this display of maguificence with a sort of philosophical
indiflerence, he would have been apt to be carried away by such
flights of imagivation as inspirc most Indian poecls when they
represent the elephantsas conveying so many goddesses concealed

from the vulgar gnze”

Sordous In the year 166+, the health of Aurangach serivusly broke

.;\Gltli;imgzch. down. He sank into a state of debility, which made him uncon-
scious for hours of all that was going on.  Roushan Ara was in sole
charge of his chamber, which was mmldcd by Tartar women,
armed with swords and bows. The strictest scerecy was observ-
ed as to the stale of the Emperor’s health, and not even the
ladics of the seraglio knew whether His Majesty was alive or
dead. At this moment, when the King’s life was in peril, Roushan
Ara thought of plaus of self-aggrandiscment, in the event of

Roushan His Majesty's death.  She resolved to set aside the King’s cldest

f?f','tﬁ'.‘f:;’,}n. son, Shdh Alam, by his first \\1f0, a R'l_]put Princess, then in his

disement. o eteenth year, aud to place on the throne his younger brother,
Azum Shdh, then a boy of six, by a Mahomedan Sultdnd.  She
contrived to withdraw the Ewmperor's siguet ring from  his hand |
an1 issued letters under this scal to various Réjds, Viceroys and i]
Governors ip favour of Azum Shdh.  Her policy was to act as :
regent during the long minority of her ward, and thus to sccure
the throne for herself, to the exclusion of the rightful heir,

Action of The ladies of the scraglio fecling suspicious of what was
é‘;‘itﬁ.‘,";{}’“‘ .going on, the first Sultdnd heavily bribed the female guards over
%thc doors, and Lhey allowed her admittance into the sick mau’s
:room. The Réjput Privcess saw her royal husband lying

e



AURANGZEB, : 49

unconscious, and unable to recognise her. Meanwhile Roushan
Ara, having observed the intruder, gave her a beating so severe
that her face was torn and she was forced to quit the roow.*
This was a great insult to a Rdjputdni Princess, the wife of
the youth of Aurangzeb, who, as the first lady in the Zarem,
pussessed enormous influence, She was so much dreaded that
she burnt incense before her idols in the palace, and her husband,
who was known to be a strict Muhammadan, never interfered with
her religious observances. She informed Shdh Alam of the
treatment she had reccived at the hands of her aunt, and he
adopted mecasures for defeating the latter’s plans, Sanguine
hopes were entertained at Agra that Aurangzeb might die, and
Shdh  Jahdn, still in captivity, be restored to the throne of his
ancestors 5 but such was the dread of Aurangzeb that there was
uo attempt even at an outbreal.

Aurangzeb recovered and gave public audience at Delhi.  Ad- gegovery of
mittance was given to the meancst of his subjects in the public Awransech:
hall, and the joy and gratification of the people at seeing their
King scated on the throne passed all bounds. He asked his sister
about his missing signet ring, and was not satisfied with he*
cxplanation. She had become very unpopular with the seraglio,
and the cars of Aurangzeb were filled by the ladies and the
cunuchs with all sorts of stories about her intrigues and ambitious
designs.  The emperor was greatly incensed at the slight put by -y, fant of
Roushan Ara ou his first Queen.  To console the Sultdngd, he con- Roushen Ara.
ferred on her new titles and hovours and culogised her patience
under adverse circumstances. Roushan Ara, fecling herself morti-
fied, intimated her desire to leave the palace and live in the town;
but her request was refused, on the ground that she supervised the
tuition of the King's younger daughters.

Meanwhile the Emperor’s own daughters had grown up, and
a spirit of rivalry was crecated between them aud their auut
Roushan Ara. According to Catron, Zebulnissa, the ecldest
daughter, was a more ambitious Princess. She had once proved ;uisisse
a valuable auxiliary to her aunt, sharing in her gallantues, but 3?;‘,‘:,',‘2,’,1 the

she now quarrelled with, and sbught to supplant her,” She Awrungeeb.

e — —

* Yheeler, through Manouchi.
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supplied her father with information about her aunt’s irregulari-

Roushun Ara ties, and Roushan Ara soon disappeared for ever from the scene.

- removed
voison.

Rirth of
Zebulnissa,
1639.

Her literary
accomplish-
ments.

Her vast
influence at
court.

It was said she was removed by poison, This was beforc the
Emperor left for Kashmir.

ZEBULNISSA BEGUM,

Zebulnissa Begum, better known by her poectical name
MulklLfi (Concealed), now took her aunt’s place in the lLarem.
She was born of a Mubammadan Princess on 5th February 1639.
The Emperor devoted personal attention to her studies, and she
soon became a learned and accomplished lady. At an early age
she committed the Kuran to memory, and for this meritorious
act was rewarded by His Majesty with 30,000 gold mohurs. She
was well versed in Arabic and Persian, and was skilled in various
modes of writing, such as Nastalil,* Naskht and Shikasta and
composed excellent prose and poctry. She was also the author of
some books. Her library was most extensive, containing several
thousands of volumes on religious and literary subjects. She had
in her employ a large staff of learned men, poets, authors, pious

- men, and men versed in caligraphy. BMulld Safi-ul-din Arzbegi

stayed under her orders in Kashmir, and wrote the trapsla-
tion of Tafsir-i-Kabir, which was, after her name, called
Zebul Tafusir. Numerous other compilations and original works
were dedicated to ber. Zebulnissa cxercised an ascendancy
in the court and over her imperial father, that was felt and known.
She was thoroughly proficient in Arabic and Persian, and, by her
sagacity and wisdom, made herself complete master of the court
politics. According to Mauouchl, “she was worshipped as the
dominant star of the Mughals"” She was now (1664 A.D.) twenty-
five years of age. The Empceror was still far from w cell. Zebulnissa
advised him to travel to Kashmir for the benefit of his health ;
his physicians also recommended a change to that place. The
Princess urged the matter from considerations of self-aggrandise-
ment. She was anxious to show the world her superior position in
the court and was envious to appear, in her turn, amid a pompous
and magnificent equipage, as her aunt had done before her.
Aurangzeb was most reluctant to move to Kashmir as long as his

¢ A fine round hand.
+ The Arabic character.
1 A running hand.
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father was alive in Agra. On the other hand, it was feared that the
approaching heat of summer would be injurious to his health, and
a relapse of his disease was apprchended. Thus, to stay at Delhi
was to risk his life; to march to Kashmir was to risk his
empire. A parricide wascontemplated. The Emperorconsulted
his daughter on the subject. Zebulnissy allayed her father’s fears,
and dissuaded him from committing the crime he had contem-
* plated. The oid monarch was now in his seventy-fifth year, and
ishe begged her father to let him pass the few remaining days
"of his life in peace.

Notwithstanding the admouition of Zcbuluissa, grave sus- ﬁ;::&%ﬁﬁbo
picion rests upon Aurangzeb of having carried out the con- committing
templated parricide. A Europcan physician, whose name is not purricide.
known, was sent for to treat the aged monardh, amdtis dedth’
was announced soon afterwards. Zcbuloissa congratulated her
father on the évelit,

Aurangzeb, with his mind now at rest, consulted his astro- mip to
logers as to the propitious hour for hi» departurc from Delhi to Keshmir-
Kashmir, and, the time having been fixed, the king left the city
on Gth December, at three o'clock in the afternoon. He was
this time, according to Bernier, attended by 35,000 cavalry ¢ which
at all times accompanied his bodygnard,’ and by more than
10,000 infantry, besides 70 pieces of heavy artillery, mostly of N
brass. His daughter, Zcbulnissa, accompanied him in state. Death 9&.\"

‘Her death occurred in the year 1113 Hijri (1701 A.p.) or six %;i}?.‘lnm?'
years»before‘) that of.hhfn'father. o ‘i‘ !!; e
According to Elphinstone, the Jdts inhabiting the neighbour- nsurrection
. hood of Agra and Mathura caused much embarrassment during the of the Jite.
" latter part of Aurangzeb’s reign. A well-organised force, com-
- manded by a prince of the blood, was sent agaiust them and the
disturbance quelled.

Aurangzeb died in 1707, The principal buildings of his reign Death of
are the hall of public audience in the fort, of which the date given ﬁ&"fmg’oh'
is 1684, and the beautiful marble screen enclosing the tombs of ll,’lf,il':{',-i,{"‘:nf

+ Mumtaz Mahal and Shah Jahan, contributed by him to the Taj 3;;‘;‘?"““""
Mahal, which is evidence of the last respect paid by him to his
parents,

Y
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On the death of Aurangzeb, when a struggle for the sovereign-
ty arose between his eldest son, Prince Moazzam, and his brother
Prince Azim, Agra occupied a prominent place in the conflict.
The brothers assembled large armies in its ncighbourhood toassert
their pretensions. The forces of Moazzam concentrated near Agra,
He was joined by the Jdt chief, Churaman. Azim Shah advanced
from the Deccan at the head of a large army. A bloody battle
was fought not far to the south of Agra, in which Aziwm Shah,
with his two grown-up sons, was killed, and the youngest som; " -
minor, was taken prisoner. Mukhtiar Khap, Governor of Arrm'
who had taken the side of his father-in-law, Azim Shah, was taken
prisoner. Moazzam proclaimed himself Emperor under the name
of Shah Alam Bahadur Shah. The victory was commemorated
by the construction of a mosque and hostel in Jajan.*

On the death of Babadur Shah, the usual struggle for
empire ensued among his sons.  Azimushdn, the second son of the
dcceased Emperor, was defeated and put to death by the eldess
son, Jahandar_Shah, who, succeeding to the throne, appointed
Zulfikdr Khan, who had been mainly instrumental in securing the
victory, to be his wazir.

Fivokhsere, son of Azimushidn, who was in Bengal at the
time of Bahddur Shal’s death, asscmbled anarmy at Allahabad
to give battle to his uncle. e was aided in his project by
Syed Husgin Ali, Governor of DBehar, an old adherent of his
father, and his brother, Syed Abdullah, Governor of Allahdbsd.
The neighbourhood of Agra was again the scene of a great
struggle for sovereignty., Firokhsere advanced at the head of a
large army, and was met near the city by Jahandar Shih
and his wazdr, Zulfikdr Khdn, with an army of 70,000 men.
The battle was fiercely contested, and Jahandar Shah was
defeated and put to flight. The vanquished King fled in disguise
to Delhi, but, with his wazir, was put to death. The site of
the battle was Kuchbehdri, identified with Bichpuri, near Agra,
on the high road tO‘Delhi.-l-

#* The place of battle, according to Serul Muta-akhirin, is * Ajajn, close to
Akbarabad.”

t Serul Muta-akhirin, Chap. 1.
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Firokhsere was still on the field of battle, when he resolved Fl’l‘o}:"fﬂ'ﬁ
. succeeds,
at once to assume the crown.  Accordingly, on 1st January, 1713, 1713.

he ascended the throne at daybreak and gave public avdience.*

Clinraman Jat, a powerful zamindar in the neighbonrhood of Churaman

Agra, Telonged to a family which had risen to importance during‘ i
the time of the previous emperors. The family had attained so
much ascendaney that it had been necessary to despatch royal
troops to punish the conduct of Churaman’s ancestors.  Churaman
becoming troublesome again, the Emperor, in September, 1717,
appointed Rdjd Jai Singh Sewwi 7of Jeypur, to punish him,
The Réjd was on this occasion presented by the Emperor with an
clephant, a suit of jewels and several lakhs of rupees, and
promoted to a higher military rank. Syed Khin Jahdu, brother
of the wazfr Syad Abdulla, was also despatched to the Rdjd’s
assistance with a large body of troops. The fort of the Jits was
laid under siege for a whole year. At length the refractory
chieftain made his submission through the wasér Abdulla, and
repaired to Delhi to offer his personal submission to the
Kmperor.

~ Fivokhscre occasionally resided in the palace of Agra.  He was E:;f:)‘q{jﬁm‘:nd
dethroned and put to death in 1719, and was succecded by }r%llg)to death,
Rafi-ud-dara-jat and Rafi-ud-daula, nominal Kings, sct up by the

Syad brothers, who ecach reigned a few months and died.  During 1}’;};‘;;‘;:&(]
the reign of the latter, Nikoscre, son of Prince Akbar, youngest son ‘mperor at
of Aurangzeb, whose sister had been married to Rafi-Gl-kadr (or e T
Rafi-ud-danla), having been taken out of his prison in the citadel

of Agra, was proclaimed Emperor by the Governor and officers

of that place, as well as by the militia of the villages subordinate

to the fortress. His accession was announced by salvoes of artil-

lery, and coins of gold aund silver were struck in his name$

The Prince was also supported by the inhabitants of the city of

Agra, who, on sceing the convulsions that shook the empire, gladly

embraced his cause. The Syad brothers, who had caused the

downfall of Firokhsere, and who were now acknowledged as the

king-makers, were much alarmed wher: the news of the accession

* Serul Muta-akhirin, Chap. 1.
1+ Muntakhibul Térfkh of Khéfi Khén.
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The Syad . of Nikosere reached the court at Delbi. Amir-ul-Umra Syad

}]‘l;m}:"“g Husein Ali Khdn sent Haidar Kuli Khén, with a force in advance,
'1'\'?:;“ to against Agra, and on the 7th Shaban he himself marched to that
city, with an army of about 25,000 men. Nikosere was at this
time joined by Réjd Dhirdj Jai Singh, with a contingent of
10,000 horse, and Réji Chabila Ram. Towards the end of
Shaban, Kutbul Mulk Syad Abdulla, taking with him the
young Emperor Rafi-ud-daula, marched from Delhi to Agra with
ﬁ::izo ofthe  Maharaja Ajit Singh and other amirs and an army of upwards
of 30,000 horse. The fort of Agra was besieged, lines of
approach were formed, and batteries were raised, A heavy can-
nonade was opcned, and many houses, both inside and outside the
fort, were destroyed. The siege lasted three months. At length,
the provisions in the fort falling short, the defenders were put to
great straits. A proposal to surrender was accepted and an
assurance of safety to life and honour was given. The keys

Nikosere were given up and possession of the fort was secured. Nikosere
taken prison- . .. . .
open and his principal adherents were made prisoners. Mitr Sen,

the author of the revolt, killed himself with a dagger.

Treasuresand . - . . H .

varitien found After the fall of t).le fortress, Amir-ul-Umra Husein Ali

in the fort of Khan, having entered it, took possession of all the treasures,

' jewels, and valuables which had been deposited there for three

centuries, and which successive Emperors, from the time of
Sakandar Lodi, had accumulated. ¢ There were the effects of
Nur Jahan Begum and Mumtaz Mahal, amounting in value,
according to various reports, to two or three crores of rupees.

Shoet «}f There was, in particular, the sheet of pearls which Shdh Jahdn

pearls for

covering the had caused to be made for the tomb of Mumtaz Mahal, of the

tomh of the . .

T value of several lakhs of rupees, which was spread over it on the
arniversary and on Friday nights. There was the ewer of Nur

Ewer of . . .

Nur Jahdn. Jahdn and her cushion of woven gold and rich pearls with a

Her cuchion border of valuable garnets and emeralds.” ¥ The clder brother,

CUsNO] . . . . .

of woven Abdulla Khan, got nothing of this spoil, till after four months,

golil. . . .
when tweunty-one lakks of rupees were grudgingly given to him.
The quarrel between the brothers about the treasures of the Agra
fort was settled through the intervention of Ratan Chand,

Dewan of Husein Ali Khan.t+

* Khiti Khan, + Elliot.
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On the death of Rafi-ud-daula, the Syad brothersraised Roushan Muhammai
Akhtar, son of Khujista Akhtar, commonly called Jahdn~ Shah, ?.',{;“;h‘:.”f;;‘,““
one of the sons of Bahédur Shah, to the throne. The young 1719,
Prince was then in his cighteenth ycar, and from the time of
the accession of his uncle Jahandar Shah he had lived in
obscurity in the castle of Salemgarh, Delhi. The cercmony of Scat of
installation took place at Fatchpur. The new Emperor assumed AN
the title of Abul Fath Nasir-ud-din Muhammad Shih, The &
scat of Government was removed to Agra, where the Fmperor '
remained for two years, Distrust between the Emperor and the pigtruss
Syad brothers soou arose. Chin Kilich Khan, surnamed Asaf ‘ﬁﬁ:’,‘;ﬁﬂ,‘,”;;d
Jah (whose descendants are known as the Nizams of the Deccan), fie fyad
who had been brought up at the austerc, Court of Aurangzeb,
defied the authority of the Syads, and assumed independence
in the Deccan. He was now advaucing in the dircction of
Burhanpur.  After much hesitation, the brothers quitted Agra,
but their troops under Dildwar Ali Khdn, who commanded
the Wazir's army, were defeated. The report of this defeat,
having reached Agra, atforded sccret but sincere satisfaction to the
Emperor and to all those who professed attachment to him, but it
caused no small degree of consternation to the two brothers.*
Huseip All Kbdn was, about this time (October, }ngz,asa.g\ssinatcd

- A Assagsination
by a hired ruffian. The surviving brother, Abdulld, despatched of Husein Ali

Khan, 1720

two noblemen of consequence to Delbi to raisc one of the princes

of the house of Timur to the throne. Accordingly, Prince Ibrahim, A new Km.
sou of Rafi-ul-Kadr, grandson of Bahiddur Shih, was placed on Peror st vl
the throne, under the title of Abul Fath Zahir-ud-din Muham-

mad Ibrahim. Abdulld Khdn, arriving two days after, paid his

homage to the new King. He conferred new dignities and Andulla
offices in his name, and began to assemble an army to sup- },il{'::nlffﬁ:;
port him. He was joincd by Churaman, Rdjd of the Jits,

and by many of his deceased brother Husein Ali Khdn'’s soldiers,

who deserted the Emperor. Muhammad Shdh was, on the

cther hand, reinforced by 4,000 horse from Rdjd Jai Singh

Sewai and by contingents furnished by some Rohilld Chiefs.

An army for the defence of the Empire was organized at Agra.

The two armies met between Agra and Declhi. Abdulld Khédn

* Sairul Muta-akharin,
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was defeated and taken prisoner. His life was spared, probably
out of respect for his sacred lineage. Muhammad Shdh, after this
victory, procceded to Delhi, and the scat of government was re-
moved there.

After the above victory, Asaf Jah was appointed Wazir; but
a breach soon afterwards occurred between him and the Emperor,
and the Mughal monarchy exhibited signs of rapid decay.

Sdadat Khdn, surnamed Barhan-ul Mull: (whose descendants
subscquently became the Nawdbs of Oudh), was appointed the
first Viceroy of Agra, in addition to his government of Oudh.
Desirous of visiting his former government, he left for Lucknow
in 1722, leaving as his deputy at Agra oanc Rai Nilkanth Nagar,
a man of ability. This deputy had sowme difference with a
neighbouring Jdt zaminddr,  One day, followed by a gorgcous
retinue, he had gone out on an clephant for the sake of recrcation
when a Jidt, who had taken his scat on a lofty trec and was
watching his opportunity, levelled his picce leisurely at Rai
Nilkanth in the midst of his numcrous retinue and killed him at
the first shot. The culprit, having accomplished his end, found
means to cffect his escape. The news of the outrage having
reached the court, Rdjd Jai Singh Sewali, of Jeypur, the old ecnemy
of the Jidts, haviug been appointed Governor of Agra, was sent
thither with instructions to revenge the murder of the Deputy
Glovernor.

Rdjd4 Jai Singh marched against Churaman, the leader
of the Jdts, and laid sicze to his fortress of Tin. By a dexterous
aerangement, he caused a disscnsion among the Chief’s relations
of the blood, and sccured the co-operation of Badar Singh, his
nephew, who joined him in the attack on the fortress. Mohkam
Singh, son of Churaman, had a quarrel with his father and
recbuked him in open darbdr. This mortified the old Chief to
such a degree that he swallowed poison and died. Mohkam Singh
gave way to thc supcrior power and talents of Réjd Jai Singh,
who appointed Badar Singh to the zeminddri of the late Chief
and got the appointment confirmed by the court.* ’

* Sairul Muta-akharin,
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In 1736 the Maratha horse, under Mulhar Rao Holkar, i’;i{"?&g‘{;‘“

penctrated as far as Agra. Bdji Rao, son of Baldji Wiswa N4th, 1736.
the ablest of the Peshwds, except Sivaji, carried on his incur-
sions and ravages in the country beyond the Jumna, Khén-i-
Domdn and Kamar-ud-din Khdn, two of the ablest Imperial
gencrals, marched against Bdji Rao, while Mulhar Rao was
sharply attacked by Sdadat Khdn, the Viceroy of Oudh,
who forced him to retreat. The Viceroy then moved on to
Agra, writing a magniloquent despateh to the Emperor, in which
the check was magnified into a great victory.

After the sack of Delhi by Nddir Shdh, that conqueror ravasion of
levied contributions on the Goveruors of Provinces, and Agra Mgt Siibe
contributed its quota. The power of the Jdts continuzd to}féﬁthof the
. . . Smperor
increase after the death of the Emperor Muhammad Shéh, which Muhammad
. . . . Shah, 1748,
occurred in 1748, and during the reign of his son and successor
Almad Shdh, Saraj Mal, nephew of the famous Churamun, Ahmad Shih

. ' . . succeeds,
attained such power that he materially assisted Safdar Jung, the
son of Sdadat Khdn, Vieeroy of Oudh, who had been appointed Suraj Mal

. . . . . at, D1
wasir, against the Rohillas, who were defeated in a pitched battle ‘

and driven to the lower ranges of the Himaldyas.

A Dbreach soon after occurred between Safdar Jung, the
wazir, and the Emperor, who promoted Ghdzi-ud-din, grandson
of Asaf Jah, to the high office of Commander-in-Chief. The Emperor
.. . hmad Snah
result of the measure was a civil war, but the wazir consented deposed, 1745,
to make peace. The Emperor now, disgnsted with the arrogance
of Ghdzi-ud-din, plotted against him, but was deposed, taken

prisoner and deprived of his sight.

Az ud-din, son of Jdhandar Shdh, and grandson of Bahgdur Alamgir I
Shdh (Shdh Alam I.), was proclaimed Ewmperor, under the title secelnliis
of Alamgir II, with Ghazi-ud-din, as w«zir, Safdar Jung died
soon after this revolution, and was succeeded in the Viceroyalty

of Ondh by Shuja-ud-daula.

During the third invasion of Ahmad Shdh Durant, that Third

conqueror, after marching to Delhi, sent an expedition to Agra Ahmad Shih
~and Mathrd under his wazir Shéh Wali Khdn, who laid siege "% 1237
~to Agra, Sardar Jahdn Khdn, one of the principal licutenants

8



58 AGRA: HISTORICAT.

of the Durdni sovercign, was at the same time sent {o levy
contributions from the Jdts, and he laid siege 1o one of the Jdt
forts. Fdzil Khan, the Mughal Governor of Agra, defended the
city with great valour; but the summer season was far advanced
and, mortality breaking out among the Durani troops, Shdh
Wali Khdn was compelled to retive,

The invaders indemnified themselves by suddenly falling on

‘the neighbouring city of Mathra, which they plundered ata
.religious festival, putting the helpless votaries to the sword with-

out distinction of age or sex. After these transactions, the Abdalt

* directed his steps to his own native dominions,*

Ahmad Shah Abdali, on retiring from the country, had
appointed Najib-ud-daula, a Rohilla nobleman of ability and
character, to be Commander-in-Chief of the imperial forces,

The Marathas This excited the jealousy of Ghazi-ud-din, who called the Marathas

take
Ppossession
uf sAgu. fart,

Murder of

Alamgir H hy

under Mulhar Rao Hclkar to his aid against the Emperor.
Najib-ud-daunla retired to his own country about Saharanpur,
The royal fort of Delhi was taken after a month’s siege; the
Emperor opened the gates and received Ghazi-ud-din as his
awaz?r. It was at this time that a Maratha Governor took charge
of the Agra fort.

Ghagzi-ud-din, the wazir, now plotted against the Emperor,

’53" -ud:din, and had him assassinated by a savage Uzbek, as he alighted

Shah Alam
LI succeedsy
1759,

from his palanquin to pay his respects to a hermit of peculiar
sanctity, who, it was given out, had taken up his abode in the
ruined fort of Ferozabad, near Delhi, and to consult whom the
harmless devotee had repaired thither,

Ali Gohar, son of the deceased Emperor, was raised to the
throne, by the title of Shdh Alam II. The power of the
Marathas had now reached its zenith, their frontier extending
on the north to the Indus and Himalayas, and on the south
nearly to the extremity of the Peninsula.4 But a fatal blow
was inflicted on them by the Abdali Ahmad Shdh in the famous
battle of Panipat, fought in January 1761. Najib-ud-daula,

* The Memoirs of Abdul Kavim.
* Elphinstone, Vol. I, p. 637
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who had been appointed to the chicef military command by the

Abdali monarch, governed the affairs of the dwindled Ewpire

with vigour and success. The Maratha collectors were expelled

from the districts of the Doab, and Agra admitted a Jdt garrison.*

Suraj Mal, who had reinforced the Maratha Peshwd with a
contingent of 30,000 Jéts, availing himself of the Maratha

disaster at Panipat, took an early opportunity of displacing the

Maratha Governor of the important fort of Agra, which was Aura
garrisoned by the Jdt troops. The Chief was at this time ﬁ;rﬁfgt‘!ﬂs,
joincd by the notorious Walter Reinhardt (Samru), who bad left 1764,

his late protector, the Nawab Wazir of Oudh, at the head of a

battalion of troops and some artillery. It was during the capture

of the city by the Jats that the minarcts on the gates of
Sukandra are stated to have been blown away ; the armour and

books of Akbar, said to have been deposited in that mausoleum

as a sacred curiosity, removed, and the massive silver doors of :;&Vﬁ: ?ﬁ:f!
the celebrated Téj, said to have cost over a lakh of rupecs, ’
taken away.,

Hostilities soon after commenced betweea Suraj Mal and the Saraj Mal Jas
Mughals. Surdj Mal was killed in a battle ncar Shdldara, six killed, 1765.
miles from Delhi.  His head was borne on a horscman’s lance as
the standard of the Mughal army. He was succeeded by his son,

Jawdhir Singh, who took up his abode at Agra, where, not long

afterwards, he was murdercd, it is said, at the instigation of the
Réj4 of Jeypur.

While at Agra, Jawahir Singh had once the arrogance to take Pissure in.the

his scat on the black marble throne of Jahaugir on which, so B'm’ﬁfg'{rf,

the story goes, a long fissure was caused in the middle of the
stone,

The power of the Jdt was at this time at its height. pedat
Their capital was at Bhartpur, and their territory extended from Yo% ** its
Alwar on north-west to Agra on south-west. The whole of this
country was governed by Ranjit Singh, the surviving son of Suraj

Mal.

* The Mughal Empire, by Keene, 1id. of 186G pp. 76 aud 8.
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The Marathas ~ The Marathas rc-appearcd and occupied the whole Dodb in
re-occupy

Agra, 1770. In 1772 they seut a force from Agra, which, joining with the
11U .
‘ Bhartpur Jéts, forced the imperialists to retreat towards Delhi.

But are ex- The Maratha forces having retired southwards in 1773, in

relled by the . . .

}\)jc;ll;ite consequence of the death of Mddho Rdo Peshwd, Mirza Najaf
Inister,

Nujof Khan, Khdn resumed bis oftice as Miuister at Delhi, and, assisted by

1. Shuja-ud-daula, the Wazir of Oudh, expelled their garrison
from Agra and the provinces still possessed by the Emperor.*
?}l}{g‘a"‘med The Jdts recovered Agra, but only to be finally expelled by

Egz:‘:ﬂ;?'of the mivister in 1774.  The imperial minister wrested from them
Agra. the fort of Agra and occupied it with a garrison of his own, under
a Mughal ofticer, Muhammad Beg of Hamaddw, who held the post
of Governor of Agra for the next ten years. Najaf Khdn con-
tinued to live in Agra in viceregal state, surrounded by his faithful
Mughals aud TPersians. His chief subordinates were Samru,
Najaf Kuli, his adopted son, a Hindu convert, Muhammad Beg

of Hamaddn, and Mirza Shafi, the minister’s nephew.

Death of Samru died at Agra on 4th May 1778, and Mirza Najaf Khdn
%{1‘::, Nujaf gt Delhi, where he had been called by the facile monarch, Shah
1782. Alam, on 20th April 1782, The Mirza had held the direct civil

administration, with the receipt of surplus revenues of the Pro-
vince of Agra and the Jdt territories, for a considerable period.

On the death of the minister, Afrasyab Kbhdn, a near relation
of the deceased, was clected minister, with the title of dmir-ul-
Umera, or the Premier noble.

A tragedy.

A contest now arosc among the survivors of the deceased
minister and resulted in a tragedy as shocking as it was barbarous,
On 23rd Scptember 1783, Mirza Shafi, nephew of the deccased
minister, who wae then at Agra, was refused admittance into the
palace as he rcturned after an excursion. Suspecting Afrasyab
Khdn as the author of the affront, the Mirza assumed a hostile
attitude towards him. A meeting was subscquently arranged
between the Mirza and Mubammad Beg of Hamadéun in the open
air in front of the Delhi Gate of the fort, with the avowed object
of settling the dispute amicably. As the elephants on which the

* Toyler's History of India, p. 508, ed. of 1883,
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two noblemen were seated drew near to each other, the Mirza ;{1‘30?!3“'
stretched forth his haud for grecting, whereupon Muhainmad Beg, Mirza Shafi
.. . . . .2 at Agra, 1883,
at once seizing his pistol, fired at him below the arm and shot him
dead. Some say, according to au account furnished by Prince
Jawdn Bakht, eldest son of the Emperor, that the perpetrator of
the crime was an attendant who occupied the back seat of the
Lowdak, probably Ismail Beg, nephew of the Hamaddn,
In 1784 the confederate arnies of the Mughals and Mddhoji Muhammed
Beg rehels at

Sindhia marched to Agra to punish the refractory governor Agra, 17st.
Muhammad Beg.

The Emperor signified his wish to proceed to Agra in person,
but he was dissuaded from carrying out his purpose by Najib-ud-
daula, the Finance Minister. In November 1784, the Premier
Afrasyab Khdu was assassinated by Zenul-abi-din, the brother
of Mirza Shafi, who thus avenged his brother’s death.

His dcath facilitated affairs and the party he had created lost
spirit. Muhammad Beg, being deserted by his troops, threw
himself on the mercy of Sindhia. The fort of Agra surrendered The fort sur-
on 27th March 1783, and property of Afrasyab Khan to the value 's‘i::glt:n;:l v
of a crore of rupees fell into the conqueror’s hands, The power ‘
of Sindhia now reigned supreme in Hindustdn,

In 1787 a battle was fought between the Marathas under Sindhia R}:&:t‘ﬁ:ﬁg
and the Rdjputs under the confederates Rdja Partap Singh of Rajputs, 1757,
Jeypur, Rdjde Singls of Jodhpur, the Riud of Odeypur and other
minor Chiefs of Mcwdr. On the side of the Marathas were
Ambdji Ingia, Appd Kbandi and General M. de Boigne.
Muhammad Beg, with his nephew, Ismail Beg, a desperate leader,
was at the head of the Mughal horse on the side of the
coufederate Chicfs. The battle took place at Lil Soti, in Jeypur
territory. Muhammad Beg was killed, but the Marathas were
worsted and feil back upon Alwar, Ismail Beg proceeded to Ige‘;;’{:;‘l‘l':‘i“}“
Agra with 1,000 horse, four battalions and six guns. On thig the action.
-Sindhia made terms with Ranjit Singh, the Rdjd of the Jéts, His nephew
and strongly reinforced the fort of Agra, the garrison of which smeil Beg:
.was placed under the command of Lakwa Dddd, one of his best
generals.*

" Keene, p. 149,
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ﬁti':l;:."ihc Towards the cud of the rainy season of 1787, another per-
g;::;'f'"“ sonage appeared on the scene. This was Gholdim Kédir, son

of Z#bitd Khédn, a Rohilla Chief, who aspired to the diguity of
Premier Noble at the Court of Delhi. Under the guise of
religion, he made a violent attempt to revive the Musalmdn
cause, and he was aided in his attemnpt by Ismail Beg. The
Emperor, who had hitherto supported the cause of the Marathas,
was, about this time, known to be in private correspondence
with the Rdjput Chicefs, who shortly after inflicted another
heavy defeat on the Marathas. On this Sindhia was compelled
to fall back on Gwalior, leaving his army, under Lakwa D4d4,
shut up in the fort of Agra, which was closely besieged by
Tanail Beg  Ismail Beg. Following these transactions, Gholém Kédir was,
ﬁ‘}'{:glefs%gm through his principal adherents, introduced to Shdh Alam, who
invested him with the diguity of the Premier Noble, Amir-ul-
Umera, His Majesty himself binding the jewelled fillet on his head,

1s joined by Gholdm Kddir then proceeded to effect a junction between his
{ihatim forces and those of Ismail before Agra, and the siege continued
for some months. While these operations were going on, news
reached Agra, at the end of the cold season of 1787-88, of
Sindhia havieg crossed the Chambal with large reinforcements
from the Deccan. Ismail Beg and Gholdm Kédir forthwith
raised the siege of Agra and marched to meet the advancing
The battle of Maratha army. A fierce battle took place near Fatehpur Sikri
gial:i':p%s. on the Bhartpur road, on the 24th April, 1788, in which the
Marathas under Réud Khdn were defeated and withdrew to
Bhartpur under cover of night. Gholdm Kédir then moved
northward, while Ismail Beg renewed the siege of Agra.

Mivza Jowin  Enticed by a handsome nazar and the presentation of the
g(t;l\ﬂe?;wr of golden key of the fort of Ajmere by an embassy of the Réjput
Agri. Réjds from Jodhpur, the imbecile Shdh Alam took active steps
against Sindhia and his own minister. He appointed Mirza
Jawdn Bakht titular Governor of Agra. That Prince, with
the aid of Ismail Beg, made strenuous efforts to take posses-
sion of the fort and the province. His attempts failed, and,
1%;, death, Darrowly escaping an attack made on bis life by Gholém Kédir,

e he fled to Benares, in British territory, where he died of a
broken heart, in 1788,
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Lakwa Dddd, the Mardthd General, still held ont in the
fort of Agra. Rdnd Khdn having joined Sindhia on the Chambal -
with a fresh contingent from the Deccan, Sindhia, thus reinforced,
once more moved to the relicf of his General. The charge on
this occasion was made from the eastward, and was met by
Ismail Beg with a furious cavalry charge. Before, however,
Gholém Kadir could cross the Jumna and cffect a Jjunction with
the Mughal, the Maratha infantry and cavalry under General de The siepe of
. . the fort tinal.
Boigne had repulsed the Mubammadan troops. Ismail Beg wasly raised,
severely wounded in the action and fled, fording the swollen
stream (June 1788).

The confederates, Ghuldm Kddir and Ismail Beg, now collected Tiansaotions
their scattered troops at Shdhdara, near Delhi—the scene, it may i Dol
be recollected, of Straj Mal’s fall,

Ghuldm Kddir negotinted with Shdh Alam to throw off
Sindhia’s yoke, and, the Emperor hesitating to act on his advice,
the desperate man, dropping all disguise, opened fire on the palace
of Delhi. Mddhoji Sindhia sent small reinforcements which were
of no avail, and the coufederates took possession of Delhi. The
Emperor was deposed and blinded (10th August, 1888). 1In ﬁ{‘if““‘le%"“"?sg;
March following the Maratha put Ghuldm Kddir to death, and in
1792 Ismail Beg was sent into confinement at Agra, where he Death of

. . . . Ismail Beg
remained till his death, which occurred the same year. 1792 #

The Maratha Governor having rebelled in 1799, the fort was oo Maratha
captured by General Perron, in the employ of Sindhia, after a §overer f
siege of nearly two months, John Hessing, a Dutch Oficer,
was commandant of Agra for some years ; he died in the fort in
1808.*

By the decisive victory of 11th September 1803, gained by Shih Alam
General (afterwards Lord) Lake, the British became Masters of :;:zt(]'{;(unhy.
Delhi. On the memorable 14th September, the British Army *%
under that hero crossed the Jumna and entered Delhi. The
unhappy blind old King, Shdh Alam, was liberated from
confinement and his freedom and dignity were restored. On 24th X‘;‘.‘;“Lﬁ?‘tﬁﬁ
September, General Lake, with his army, left Delhj for Agra, British, 1808

* For an‘account of his tomb see Chapter II.
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Arriving at Agra on 4th October, he encamped within long
cannon shot of the fort. The Agra garrison at this time consisted
of 4,500 fighting men under the nominal command of the Dutch
Officer, John Hessing, and other French aud European adven-
turers, about six in number; but the troops, distrusting them,
had mutinied and put them in confinement. In addition to this
force, there were stationed under the walls of the fort three
battalions of the troops that had been defeated at Delhi, and
four battalions of Perron’s, fifth brigade, just arrived from the
Deccan, under the command of Major Brownrigg, with 26 pieces
of cannon. The garrison had refused them admittance, because
there was a treasure of 25 lakhs of rupees within the fort, the
result of spoliation of the country, and it was feared that, if they
were admitted, the spoil would have to be divided with them.
The troops therefore occupied the city and the glacis. Besides
these, twelve battalions of regular troops took up position in the
rear of the besieging army, on the Delbi road, with the view, in
the event of the siege being protracted, of saving the imperial city.

The consummate British Gencral, observing the state of
affairs, resolved, with his usual energy and determination, to
move against the troops located ountside the fort, before com-
mencing the siege, so as to dislodge them from the city and
the glacis. Accordingly, on the morning of 10th October, he
detached two battalions of Native Iufantry, under Brigadier-
General Clarke, to attack the city: one battalion, under Colonel
M’Collough, to attack the enemy to the west of the fort; and
another battalion, under Captain Worsley, to attack them on the
southern side. The enemy made a sharp and obstinate resistance
which lasted for some days, but they were at length defeated
and dislodged from their position, The loss on the side of the
British was 213 men killed and wounded; the enemy lost 600,
All their guns, 26 in npumber, were captured. The defeat
so much dispirited the enemy that, two days after, 2,500 of
them surrendered to the British General, on condition that
they should be taken in the service of the British Government
on the same salaries as in Sindhia's service.

The city being occupied, the British General commenced
in earnest the siege operations against the furt, A promiscuous
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fire was opencd from the batteries on 15th April; but the
next day the garrison sued for terms of capitulation, After some
discussion, the terms were agreed to, and the fort was occupied
by the British on the 18th. By this victory 25 lakhs of
rapees that were hoarded in the fort, and 162 piecces of
cannon, fell into the hands of the conquerors. Among the latter
was & great brass gun, which was celecbrated in history as
the great gun of Agra. The Governor-General intended to send
it to England, as a trophy, to be presented to King George
IIL and the gun was embarked on a country boat, but it sank iuto
the deep torrent of the Jumna and never afterwards emerged.

The newly-conquered District of Agra was placed under .t%'?‘f;t};n&?:ftof
a Collector in 1805. The head-quarters of Government for the 180s.
czded and conquered provinces were fixed at Firckhdbad under
a Board of Commissioners, to which the Collectorate of Agra
was made subordinate, Under the renewed Charter of the
East India Company, in 1833, the first Licutenant-Governor- Constitution
ship in India for the North-Western Provinces was constituted 3,,:(,'5:((',‘5,‘(;:.
at Agra, in 1835. The first Licutenant-Governor of Agra was Siv. 1835
Sir Charles Metcalfe, and Agra coutinued to be the capital

of the North-Westeru Provinces for a period of twenty-two years,

In 1838 a great famine raged in the North-Western Provinees pye Sukar ara
and the Punjab, and it was in that year that the Christian ';g‘g"“"" e
missionaries established the charitable institution known as the
Sakandrd Orphanage,

Under the strong and prosperous rule of Great Britain, the The Sepoy
anuals of Agra call for.no special notice until the Sepoy War War, 1854,
of 1857. The Agra Presidency, as then constituted, comprised
the District of Dclhi, and the news of the Mutiny was flashed
to Agra from Meerat, which was one of its subordinate Col-
lectorates. From Agra, as the seat of Government, intelligence
of the great crisis was communicated to Lord Canning, the
Governor-General, who received it with the utmost composure
and proceeded to concert measures to restore order in the country.

The ruling Lieutenant-Governor was Mr. John Russell, one of
the ablest and most conscientious Civilians in the country, who
stood high in public estimatior.
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Alarming accounts of mutiny having been received from
Cawnpur and Firokhdbdd, a council of the principal Civil and
Military officers of the station was held at Agra, and it was
resolved to remove all the Christian familics into the fort. On
the morning of the 3lst May, the native regiments of the place
were disarmed. Early in July, the mutineers who had revoited in
Nimach and Nasirdbdd advanced towards Agra. Their strength
counsisted of 4,000 infantry, 1,500 cavalry and 11 guns. Brigadier
Polwhele, at the head of a small force, moved to meet them,
and a brisk engagement took place at Sucheta in the suburbs
of the city, in which the British troops were compelled to
retreat. The mob of the city, taking advantage of the tumult
that followed, rose at once, plundered the city and killed a num-
ber of Europeans. Bungalows were fired and public offices
burnt and destroyed ; and, on the 6th July, the chief native police
officer proclaimed the Government of the Dellii Emperor. The
mutineers, however, did not enter the city, but procecded to-
wards Delhi, to join their comrades there. The Lieutenant-
Governor succumbed to the complaint of which he had been long
ailing, and his remains were interred in front of the Dewdn-i-Am.
The British Officers remained shut up in the fort for three
months, though occasional assaults were made against the muti-
neers from various points.

On the fall of Delhi, in September, the fugitives from that
city, together with the rebels from Central India, advaunced to-
wards Agra. About the same timc Colonel Greathead’s column
arrived from Delhi in time to engage the mutineers, who, after
a short contest, were utterly routed, and broke up and fled precipi-
tately. Order was restored in the city and the suburbs. In October
following, the troops under Major Cotton iuflicted a heavy defeat on
the remnants of the rebel fugitives from Fatehpur Sikri, and peace
was completely restored throughout the District.

Since the days of the Mutiny, Agra has developed into a
great Indian city and has become the centre of the Railway
system in Upper India. In 1861 a great famine raged in the
Agra District. In 1867, the first Industrial Exhibition was held
in Agra, in which the manufactured industries and natural pro-
ducts of the District were largely displayed.
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The head-quarters of the N.-W.P. government were removed Seat of
iovernment

from Agra to Allahdbdd (whence they had been removed in 1835) moved to
Allahabad,
in 1868, and the High Court, in turn, changed its seat from ity
Agra to Allahdbdd in May 1869, Since that time Agra bhas
dwindled down to the position of a provincial town, being the
head-quarters of a Division and a District; nevertheless, it

retains its fame as one of the finest citics of the East.

During the cold weather of 1860, Lord Canning made bis Visit of Lord
Viceregal tour through the Northern Provinces, ard at Agra a Tago
he received the homage of the loyal Chiefs of Rajputana and
Ceutral India, to whom His Excellency announced the rewards
they were to receive for their conspicuous services during the

Muatiny.

Lord Elgin* Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary in China, who And of Lord

Elgin, 1863.
had brought the transactions there to a successful close, succeeded
Lord Canning as Governor-General of India in March 1862.
In the winter of 1863, His Lordship held a public reception
of the Chiefs of Rajputana and Central 1udia at Agra, as had
been done before him by his prodecessor. It was a most magni-
ficent spectacle in which the nobility and gentry of Agra and the
surrounding country assembled to do homage to the representative
of their sovercign. It was from Agra that he sct out on his
journey to the Himalayas, where, to the great grief of the
country, he died.

held his great darbar at Agrain November 1866. It was, in certaiu Lawrence,

of its aspects, more imposing than the darbar he had shortly before =
held at Lahore and of equally historic significance. Eighty-four
of the Chiefs of Rajputana and Buudelkhand responded to his
summons. There were altogether 350 Chiefs and native gentle-
men, and fully 1,00,000 people assembled in and around
Agra to witness the sceme. At the head of the assembled
Princes was the Chief of one of the two great Maratha houses,
Mahdrdjd Sindhia. Next to him were Jodbpur and Jeypur, two
of the oldest Rajput families, and the famous Begum of Bhop4l.

Sir (afterwards Lord) John Lawreuce, as Governor-General, g‘hcflnrbm of

* By a fortunate circumstance, his son, at the present moment, holds the
exalted office of Viceroy of India.



"T'he speech of

Sir John
Lawreuce.

68 AGRA : HISTORICAL.

At the investiture Darbar the Mahdrdjds of Jodbpur and Karauli
became Knights Grand Cross of the Star of India. The Mah#:4j4
of Karauli had stood conspicucusly loyal during the Mutiny and
fought the mutincers. The Mahardjd of Balrampur had saved
the lives of Sir Charles Wingfield and others in Oudh, and the
R4jd of Mordr Mow had done the same for the fugitives from
Cawppur. They received their respective orders from Sir Johu
Lawrence, whoin a short speech warmly recorded the services of
each.

For the first time in the annals of British Administration in
India, did a British Viceroy address the chiefs and gentry present
in the language of the people. His Excellency’s Urdu speech
was a model of its kind. Simple in its character, frank and
paternal, philanthrophic and earnest, it produced a profound
impression on his hearers and was listencd to with an absorbed
attention, After bidding all who had assembled a hearty welcome
to the famous city, “renowned for its splendid Tédj, and above
all as having been, in former days, the seat of the government
of the great Emperor, from whom it derived its name Akbard-
bdd,” Sir John Lawrence said :—

“(Great men, when living, often receive praise from their
friends and adherents for virtues which they do not posscss, and
it is ouly after this life is ended that the real truth is told.
Of all fame that such men can acquire, thatalone is worth
having which is accorded to ajust and beneficient ruler.” The
speech of Sir John is full of sympathetic advice and admonition.
“ The names of conquerors aud heroes,” he said, “are forgotten ;
but those of virtuous and wise Chiefs live for ever,” The days
cf war and rapine had passed away from Hindustdn never to
veturn, The time must have been within the recollection of
some of the Chiefs present, and all must have heard of it, when
neither the palace of theruler, nor the cottage of the peasant, nor
the most sacred edifices of Hindu or Muhammadan were safe
from the hands of the plunderer and destroyer. In those days
whole provinces were one scene of devastation and misery; and
in vast tracts of country scarcely the light of a lamp was to
be seen in a single village. English rule in India has put an
end to all this, No longer is the country a waste and a
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wilderness. It is now, to a great extent, covered with populous
villages and rich with cuitivation, while the inhabitants live in
comparative safety under the shade of the English power. Sir
John advised the Chiefs to refrain from wasting their time in
disputes with their neighbours, in quarrels with their feudatories,
and in still less satisfactory ways. If a Chief neglected his
own proper duty, the care of his estate, bow could he expect that
a deputy would perform it for him? Good laws and well-selected
officials, carcfully supervised, were necessary to ensure good
government. An efficient police and a well-managed revenue
were equally desirable, so that people might live in safety and
enjoy the fruits of their industry. Schools for the education of
the young and hospitals for the cure of the sick should also be
established. The British Government, said the Viceroy, would
honour that Chief most who excelled in the good management of
his country.

The specch of Sir John Lawrence laid down, in short, the
theory of government, and will ever stand high in the estimation
of the people as a specimen of imperial eloquence.

In 1870, Agra was honoured with a visit by His Royal
Iighness Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, second son of Her
Imperial Majesty Queen Victoria Empress of India, and was
received with every demonstration of loyal welcome and rejoicing.

In January 1876, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
graced Akbar’s capital with a visit, and a most cordial and
splendid reception was accorded to him. Oun 26th January,
he received the respects of fourteen Chicfs. First came the
Maharao Rajd of Bundi, a noted hunter, a fine specimen of
a Rdjput. The Prince won his heart by remarking that “he
heard the Maharao had attended a Darbdr held by Lord William
Bentinck, and had witched him by noble deeds of horsemanship.”
After him came the R4jd of Bikancer, lord of the desert; then
the Mahdrajd of Kishengarh, whose Chief, the Prince wasglad
to hear, had devoted himself to works of irrigation and had
executed tanks and other public works of great utility., Then
came the Mahardjd of Bhartpur. After Bhartpur, the chief of
Alwar paid his respects, Then came in succession the Nawab of

Visit of the
Duke of
Edinbuigh,
1870.

Visit of the
Prince of

Wales, 1876. *
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Tonk ; the Rana of Dholpur; the Maharaja of Orcha, a hunter and
a sportsman; the Nawab of Rampur, a poet aud literary man,
whom the Prince invested with the insignia of G.C.S.L; the
Rao Maharaja of Datia; the Maharaja of Chikari; the Raja of
Tehri; the Mabharaja of Shalpura; and the Jagirdar of Alipura.
The Prince the next day honoured these Chiefs with return
visits, A Civil Service Ball was organized by Sir John Strachey,
the ruling Lieutenant-Governor, and, after brilliant festivities
and excursions to Sakandrd and Fatehpur Sikri, His Royal
Highuess procceded to Dholpur,

Agrn Water The Agra Water Works were opened with great ceremony by
Works, 18%0: T,ord Lansdowne in December, 1890.

In October 1895, His Excellency Lord Elgin, Viceroy and
\,{;??EOE}{‘;?: Governor-General of India, paid a visit to Agra. The Munici-
143, pal Corporation presented His Excellency with an address of
weicome, in which they dwelt on the happy coincidence that this
was not the first time Agra had been visited by a member of
the illustrious Elgin family, for some of the Municipality could
The Muni- remember when Lord Elgin’s father, with an imposing military
pi Address, 2 . .
escort, rode across the pontoon bridge in Fcbruary 1863 to
preside at a Darbar. Great changes had occurred since then,
Agra was then the terminus of the E. I Railway, and
the late Lord Elgin, when he left for the hills, coutinued his
Journey on horscback.  Now three lines of railway were
united under the roof of the railway station, and a survey
for a fourth line from Mathra had lately been completed by the
Bombay, Baroda and Central Iudia Railway. Since 1863
population had immensely increased, new hospitals opened, and
vast progress made in education and sanitation. Referring to
the relations between the religious sections of the native com-
mu..ity which had been straived and formed the subject of a
speech by Lord Lansdowne wher a Viceroy last visited Agra, the
Corporation remarked that, thanks to the energy and decision of
those responsible for the public safety, aided by the good sense
of the bulk of the inhabitants, no overt acts of hostility had taken
place, and the feeling on both sides was more pacific than before.

His Excellency replied as follows :— -

Lord Elgin's " Gentlemen of the Municipal Committee of Agra,—I have to
Speech. thank you fot the address which you have presented to me, aud
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for the terme in which you have been pleased to express your
welcome. They are well calculated to rouse anew memories which,
though 32 yearsago I was faraway a boy at school in England,
I trust I may almost claim to share with you, and gentlemen, I
may nlso say that if the changes which 30 years have brought
about and to which you have drawn my attention are such that
you eould scarcely have foreseen them, still less could I imagine
then that I should ever come here as my father did to study
questions that are of iuterest to this great city, and to enjoy
those unrivalled sights which have given it a worldwide renown.
Gentlemen, I rejoice to observe that the record, which you are
able to submit, is one of progress. It may be that taken by itself
an increase of 20 per cent, in the population might not ,perhaps,
necessarily denote prosprrity. It is no light matter to find food
for 20,000 or 30,000 more mouths, or employment for so many
cxtra hands, but the other facts of this case give a sufficient and
a satisfactory explanation. It was one of the chief objects of
my father’s journey, in 1863, to examine the progress of the rail-
way which was then about to complete communication between
this city and Calcutta. Nothing has in the last 30 years, nothing
in my opinion will have in the next 30 years, so materially
affected and improved the condition of the people of the Indian
Empire as the extension of its railways, and in respect of railways
you are able to boast of great if not exceptional good fortune. Al-
ready 30 years ago you had tasted the first fruits of railway com-
munication. Now I suppose there are few cities in India that
in this respect could compete with you. I am well aware that
there is another side to this picture, and you have not omitted it
from your retrospect. Increasing population and increasing
prosperity must always bring increasing responsibilities to those
who, like you, gentlemen, are charged with the duty of providing
for the health of the community. I know also well the anxieties
that arise when we see clearly the importance of taking certain
steps and carrying out special works, and the means and
expenses are not so obvious. I am glad to see that you
frankly admit what I believe to be the case, that the
Government of India has dealt with municipal bodies in this
matter ia a liberal spirit, and also that you recogunise that the
extent to which assistance can fairly be claimed must be deter-
mined by the state of the imperial exchequer. I need not re-
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mind you as men of business that, when we speak of the state
of the imperial exchequer, that does not imply merely counting
the cash which may at any moment be in the treasury, but that
we have to look to other considerations and particularly to weigh
carefully the demands that have been made upon the general
tax-payer. Unfortunately during the last two ycars the Government
of India has had to make increased demands upon the general
tax-payer, and we have just seen in the last few hours how that
sensitive instrument, the money market, upon which the com-
mercial transactions of men depend, may suddenly upset the best
calculations. Therefore, although I do not differ from the opinion
expressed elsewhere that the financial prospects of the Govern-
ment are brightening, I should be holding out false hopes if I
led you to expect at present any material alteration in the condi-
tions, fair and honourable as they have been, of the assistance we
can offer you. But, gentlemen, if I am obliged to say that, I
hope you will not take it as sarcasm if I ask you to persevere in
your patriotic efforts. I trust from what you have said in your
address that you will be alble to successfully appeal to that
generous and patriotic spirit which you tell me has secured you
the support of your leading citizens in the great causes of educa-
tion and hospital accommodation, and, perhaps, I may be allowed
to say, speaking on behalf of the President of the Lady Dufferin
Fund, Lady Elgin, that she sincerely recogunises the great efforts
made here for the beuncfit of Indian women and their medical
treatment. Gentlemen, I feel deeply thankful that it is not
necessary for me to-day to repeat the solemin warning of my
predecessor, to which you have alluded in the concluding para-
graph of your address. You have given just credit to the cnergy
of the local authoritics in fearlessly carrying out the policy of
i.npartiality, both in the tolerahce of opinion and the repression
of the executive, which Lord Lansdowne proclaimed, and to which
the Government of India unreservedly adbere. But I have equal
pleasure in joining with you in placing beside the action of the
executive as instrumental in the cause of peace the good sense of
the people, and I would add the efforts made in various parts eof
the ccuntry by leading members of various phases of religious
thought, by whom I gratefully acknowledge that much has been
.done to promote good will and remove the causes of strife, I
trust they will never forget, but rather increasingly appreciate
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how mnuch of the responsibility lies with them. If, as you are
kind enough to wish, I should be in a position again to visit
Agra, I can hope for nothing better than to be able to refer to the
growth and development of this spirit of conciliation which it
is the constaut desire of miny who love Tudia best to foster.”

At noon the same day (25th October) His Excellency re- Xlil.iintgof:hief..
ceived formal visits from the Maharaja of Karauli, the Maharaja
Rana of Dhoulpurand the Nawab of Rampur. With the exception
of the Maharaja of Karauli, who spoke in Hindustani, conversa-
tion was carried on in English. The Viceroy visited Fattehpur
Sikri and Akbar’s tomb at Sikandra. On the 28th His Excellency
gave audience to the Maharaja of Bhadawar, the Raja of Main-
puri, the Raja of Awa, the Raja of Pirwa and Seth Lachman Das,
the ceiebrated millionaire banker of Mathra. The Rajas are the
descendants of ancient Rajput families, those of Bhadawar and
Awa having rendered good service to the Government during

the Mahratta war and the Mutiny.

The Bikancer Camecl Corps, the only corps of the kind in Mancuvring
India, paraded before His Excellency on the morning of 28th camel corpa.
October. It was 440 strong under the command of Thakur
Dip Singh, and its organization was admitted in cvery detail to
be perfect. As it was drawn up in line 420 yards long, its appear-
ance struck all spectators with surprise.  An eye witness writes
of it in the Civil and Military Gazette, Lahore :—* It looked
most imposing, while the smartness of the men’s turn-out in
their neat Klhali colourcd uniforms, with red facings and the gold
turrea of Rajputana in their turbans, the excellent condition
of the camels, and the remarkable steadiness of their movements,
commanded universal admiration.” His Excellency was pleased
to see this manceuvring power of corps and complimented
Thakur Dip Singh on its general appearance and smartness,

His Excellency visited the principal architectural monuments
at Agra and left it for Gwalior on the 30th, carrying with him very
pleasaut impressions of his firsé visit to Akbar’s city.

10



CHAPTER I1I.

DESCRIPTIVE.
THE FORT,
The ancient THE old fort mentioned by Jahdngir, on the site of which

Akbar built his fort, was constructed by Salem Shédh S¢r, who
gave it the name Bddalgarh. The old fort was blown up during
the war between Sakandar and Ibrahim, and the date of the
incident was found in the words Atish-i-Bidalgarh (the fire
of Bddalgarh), which, according to the Abjad rule, gives
962 AH, cqual to 1556 A.n, as the date.

20'3 modern  The modern fort, a vast and imposing structure on the banks
of the river Jumna, built by Akbar in 1571, is one of the great-
: est architectural works of India. It does not all belong to
: Akbar, its founder, the greater part of it having been con-
structed by his successors ; but, as a triumph of engineering and
as one of the best specimens of the Saracenic style of architec-
ture, the credit of designing the outlines is given to that

Emperor.

It is a mile and a half in circuit and is surrounded by a

double wall of red sandstone, the outer one being about 40

feet high from the ground and the inner towering 30 feet

above the outer, with flanking defences, numerous turrets, and
crenellated battlements, The stones are joined together and

fastened to each other by iron rings which pass through them,

The foundation everywhere reaches water. The outer ditch

and rampart that formerly surrounded the fort, have disappear-

ed. The inner moat, 30 feet wide and paved with freestone,

still exists,  Crossing by a drawbridge over this moat, we

gl::elﬁllgw enter the principal, or north, gateway, known as the Delhi
fort. Gate, a massive and imposing structure, built of solid masonry
ten feet thick and flanked by two enormous octagonal towers,

of red sandstone, inlaid with ornamental designs of white marble



un““
S
—— 7z Q
- \\\_ W///ﬂ//.. c,ﬂ \\\ﬂ:? zw _:N; //////
Al _ﬁx RO B
R\ )

Fruss Rabote.

THE FORT

- Mblﬂlo-i-',\m

LRLE T RS SRR B ¢ 196

Al

Page 71,



\ -, \‘ P
NN SN

. ‘\|
-‘-:l
¥

At

NS
At

RETRRR
P IR Y AR
RN

—I H
Frrfil U
/ i

,4(\ y",
mr' ﬂ\\\\r \
,4 QN !
\v.. 3

The Fort (from the river side).

Pjge 74.



THE FORT. 75

and assuming a castellated appearance. The upper and lower

apartments are used as guard-rooms, while from the summit

a fine and extensive view of the surrounding country is obtained.

An old unoccupied guard-house, close to the Delhi Gate of

the fort, has the following inscription of the time of Akbar

over the archway :(—

slé ol )'}ﬂ de;0 ) o) Jda Uy JE slay wd Ya sliagi J*@%  Inacription
. on the gate,

leopn &
O]

In the time of the King of Kings, the Piotection of the Realm, the
Shadow of God, Jaldl-ud-din Muhammad Akbar Badshdb, in the year
1008 a.u. (1599 A.p.)

The remainder of the inscription is unintelligible, being very
much dcfaced, owing to the gradual scaling off in blisters of
the stone, which bears the inscription in raised lctters. As
the inscription shows, the building was constructed in the time of
Akbar, in 1008 A1, or A.D. 1599.

On the same archway, below the former inscription, are
inscribed the following poems of the time of Jahdngir :—

.ij JESN X R £ .;95): Uy L')\y-} ald

LT oy yo 5 gl ward ) ) B
Flasjr s gy olis p ey wwd

Iwte Fyi oS plae 1oL &5 il

Wy led)y g U pailp0 o
waly A5T) ¥ Jf PSS (~=~ 20 Use

Lo J*‘C’ le> % Wl o ol ob

g_._c}QJt £ 9.a%0 Somo do3] Jy als 13

When the king of the world took his scat on the magnificent thione,
The throne, feeling itself exalted, put its feet on the Sky.

Old heaven through excessive joy stretched forth its hands in prayer,
And exclaimed, ¢ May thy authority last for ever’ !

As Nihani wished to write the date of His Majesty’s accession,

His lips were at that time filled with praise and prayer.

Having blinded the two eyes of the enemy with red-hot bodkius, he said:
¢ May our King Jahdngir be the king of the world !’

The writer and composer of this is Mahomed Masum-al-Bukta,
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Between the colossal towers is a passage covered by two
domes, which, rising majestically from accrctions of prismatic
stalactites, give succession to a beautiful range of buildings
comprising alternate niches and small arched openings, adorned
with carvings and mosaics. Surrounding thesc edifices is the

The Nakkar Nakkar Khana, or Royal kettle-drum, which announced to the
Khind. .
populace the fanctional hours of the Court. The elegant portal
opens on a noble courtyard, and the centre of the palace, 500 fect
by 370, surrounded by spacious arcades, which formerly served
as a tilt yard.

The inner gateway, on the side of the open space between the

'lr,gfgauf.ﬁt"i quay and the fort, is known as the Ildéthi Pul, or Elephant
gate. Here were placed, in the time of Akbar, two stonc cle-

phants of exquisite workmanship, with their riders Jaimal and

Patto in statues of stonc representing two Rajput heroes

of Chittore, whose memory was thus honoured by the politic
Emperor.*

}‘)tgngoahun The gateway is the Darshan Durwaza, or the Gate of Sights
of William Finch, who visited Agra in the time of Jahdngir.
Here the King showed himsclf every morning at suurise to his
nobles and Umras, who stood on a kind of scaffold, and to the
multitude who assembled beneath the window. The same was
done each morning by Akbar, who worshipped the sun at this
window, the crowd who thronged the plain below worshipping
Akbar. Here, later in the morning, he appeared again, to witness
Combat of the combats of animals in the plain below. He took much delight

clephantsand .

°uc'1“ sports in fights between trained clephants, camels, buffaloes, rams and

an amusc- . .

mente. harts, and was entertained with the combats of cocks, the perform-
ances of gladiators, wrestlers, actors of comedies, dancers and

fencers. Singers, male and female, remained in waiting, while

* The storming party failed in its first attempt to carry the bastions, and
another was in progress when the Kinperor chanced to sce Jaimal, the Governor
of the Fort, directing the repair o} one of the breaches by torchlight. His
Majesty, having seized a match-lock from a soldier who stood by, shot Jaimal in the
forehead. The Rajputs, secing their leader dead, became desperatc; and resolving
to die the death of heroes, performed the ceremony of jowhas, putting their
women and children to death and burning them with their commander’s body :
they then retired to their temples and awaited the approach of the Muham-
madans, The lsn_)]wror. seeing the walls deserted, entered the place at dagliszht.
The statues of Jainul and Patto were fine specimens of art, but were broken
to pieces by Aurangzeh. The fragments of one of them having been subsequently

collected, the statue of the elephant was vestored. This statue is still to be seer
{n the En'lpreu Garden, Delhi,l stor 18 slatue 1s 8 )
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clever jugglers and tumblers displayed their dexlerity and
agility.*

South of the fortis the Amar Singh Gate, known after the Amar Singh
. . Gate,
name of Amar Singh, Rajput.

©On one side of the great court-yard is the Diwan-i-Am, or Diwan-i-Am.
Hall of public audience, the judgment-scat of Akbar, where the
court receptions were held and business was transacted. Here
the monarch daily sat on his throne raised, on an estrade, as we
still sce it, and surrounded with iunlaid work of marble. Here he
gave audience to his splendid court, received the tiibutary ruling
chicfs of Hindustan and the ambassadors and envoys from foreign
countries, admiuistered justice and issued orders. At the foot
of the alcove, on which the throne was placed, is an Immensc
slate, of white marble, raised some three feet above the ground:
on which the ministers took their stand to present and hand up
petitions to the Emperor and to receive and convey his com-
mands, It was formerly fenced with silver rails, but they have
now disappeared. The hallis 192 feet in length by Gt in breadth
It is an open portico, or loggi«, the roof being supported by three
rows of high pillars placed at regular intervals and connected by
Saracenic arches of white marble, which give it a majestic appear-
ance.  Towards the eastern side is the elevated oblong niche, or
gallery, before mentioned, in which the King took his seat on a
throne. The throne described by Edward Terry, chaplain of Sir
Thomas Roe, was “ascended by steps plated with silver and
ornamented with 4 silver lions, spangled with jewels, which
supported a canopy of pure gold” The pavilion is of pure
marble, with beautifully carved recesses, and inlaid with mosaics.
The court hall in Akbar’s time was profuscly scented with sweet
perfumes and fragrant odours. On this subject Allami Abul
Fazl writes in the din :—¢ The court hall is continually scented
with ambergris, ale wood, and compositions according to ancient
recipes, or mixtures invented by His Majesty; and incense is
daily burnt in gold and silver ccnsers of various shapes, while
sweet smelling lowers are used in large quantities.” The seat ;. o der o
royal was scparated by successive railings, the innermost of which, {i::cﬁiﬁﬂfﬁ.m
raised from the ground and enclosed by a red rail, was occupied

* dinei-Akbari.

The seat
royal.
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by Princes Royal, ambassadors, high officers of State and nobles
and grandees of the first rank. The space within the outer railing
was filled with chicfs of sccondary dignity, whilc a large open area
outside the sccond railing was assigned to the multitude. All
stood in respectful silence and enjoyed a full view of His Majesty’s
person.* In this vast court the 4hdis, or cxempts of the guard,
paraded in full armour, while horses and elephants, richly capari-
soned, were arrayed further on, adding greatly to the brilliancy
of the spcctacle, which was truly royal.

Theccremony ~ Lhe ceremony of prostration, after the fashion of the Tartar
of . Prostt Aughals, was revived by Akber, and was performed during the
reign of his successors.f  As a man entered the first rail which
separated the commmonalty from the nobility, he was conducted to
the seat royal by two heralds, onc on cach side, carrying gold
maccs set with rubies and emeralds, who repeated the king’s
titles in a loud, monotonous voice. Here he made his first
reverence.  He then passed through the nobility to the red rail,
where he made his second reverence ; then, led to the platform,
he made his third reverence, and at once found himself among
Princes, Rajas, Mahdrdjds, Nawabs, Grandees, Nobles and Lords
of great fortunc aud wealth, The passage iutervening between
the Naubatkhana, or the music gallery, and the royal throne
comprised one hundred and twenty yards; and people were
required to bow down lower and lower as they approached the
monarch. Nothing upon carth surpassed the grandeur and
solemnity of the scene. The presence of the King, the presid-
ing figure of the wholc assembly, so glowing with cmeralds,
diamonds, precious metal, pearls and rubies as to represcut onc
solid mass of gold and gems, and the concourse of ruling Chicfs,
Foeign ambassadors and the picked nobility of the Empire—
all brilliantly clad and displaying in their sumptuous attire the

* **When His Majesty seats himself on the throne, all who are present perform

the Kornish (salutation) and there remain standing in their places, according to
their respective ranks, with their arms crossed.”— 4 in-i- A khari.

+ Akbar was convinced by Sheikh Tajuddin of Delhi, son of Sheikh Zukaria
of Ajhuddan, ( Pak Pattan) and other Ulmis of his court who followed the Sufia
sect, or pantheism, that, according to the Koran and the Traditions of the Prophet,
the phrase Jusan-i- Kamil (perfect man) referved to the ruler of the uge, from
which it was inferred that the nature of the King was holy. 1t was argued
that the Sijda (prostration), which was wnothing eclse than Zaminbos

 (kissing the irouml), was due to Insan-i-Kamil.  Hence respect due to the
i, King was looked upon as a religious command. The face of the lling was Kabah-i
{ Muradat, the sanctum of desires, and Qibld-i-Hijat, the cynosurc of neecesities,

' See Badauni.
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best and choicest riches of the country—inspired deep awe.
One unbroken silence prevailed. All stood in solemn silence,
motionless like statues, not a soul daring to cast his eyes on
the King, no onc venturing to raise his voice cxcept the musters
of ceremonies, and that only to aunounce to the assembled
multitude the King's high sounding attributes and epithets. The
Emperor was prepared to hear the meanest of his subjects who
desired to make any representation to His Majesty. If any
petition was raised from afar in the assembled multitude, it was
instantly brought to the Emperor and the contents read to him.

The Diwdn-i-Am was formerly used as an arsenal; but it was
most considerately and tastefully restored by Sir John Strachey,
Lieutenant-Governor of N.-W. P, in 1876. In the spacious Hall
of this edifice, ITis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was enter-
tained, on his visit to the capital of the Mughals, in January,

1876. A marble slab inserted in a wall bears the: following
inscription :—

“In grateful commemoration of the services rendered to Jnseription
posterity by the Honorable Sir Johu Strachey, G.C.S.I, to &y Jonn
whom, not forgetting the enlightened sympathy and timely care Strachey-
of others, Indiais mainly indebted for the rescuc and preserved
beauty of the Taj Mahal and other famous monuments of the
ancient art and history of these provinces formerly administered
by him, this tablet is placed by order of his friend the Earl of
Lytton, Viceroy and Governor-General of India, A.D, 1880.”

In the court opposite the Diwan-i-Am, is a simple tombstone The tonl'nh

. . . Johr

to the memory of Mr. John Colvin, the Lieutenant-Governor, {\Do'ivin(: "
N.-W. P, who died in the fort during its siege by the mutineers

of the Bengal Army in 1858.

Close to the above tomb lies the Cistern of Jahdngir. This ppe ciste
curious hauz, or circular cistern, is an enormous bowl, hewn out °fJahang
of a single stone, and from its size and construction is an object
of artistic value. Itis nearly 5 feet in height, 4 feet in depth,

8 feet in diameter and 25 fect in circumference. The exterior
portion has several inscriptions in the Persian character ; but the
letters are so much defaced that the inscriptions cannot be
deciphered. The unbroken portions of the inscriptions show that
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the auz was constructed for Jahdngir Shdh, the son of Akbar
Shdh, in 1019 A (1016 a.p.), the year in which the Emperor
was warried to Nurjuhdn, I had to devote some time before I
could decipher the following two couplets on this remarkable
cistern, which can still be read :—

-y SA1 ¢ ‘:“f”‘)ﬁ“-‘ &3 ) &S gmlﬁ;i...‘.
Gal o yasl Jlo pdss) oge 959 )S,.,Lb
O¥ilgs fya 5l ey S e dlms jl od ol

Asylum of State and religion, King Jahingir, son of the King Akbar,

An Enmperor to whose wisdom fate owes its success.

Khizr® having been asked the date of its construction, Wisdom replicd :

¢ The Zamzamt, on secing the cistern of Jahingir, conceuled its face out

of shame.'}

To the right and left of the hall are galleries of lattice-work
through which the ladies of the Harem peeped to see the proceed-
ings of the Court. A door at the back of the throne admitted the
Emperor and his confidential scrvants to the interior of the
Zenana, or seraglio,

The same door leads to the Machi Bhawan. In the
court-yard of the palace, the water of the Jumua was conveyed
by artificial channels and used to be accumulated here to form a
store-house for fishes which afforded sportive amusement to the
Emperor and his favorite Harems and courtiers, who took delight
in ensnaring them, The place consists of an oblong room of
white marble, most eclaborately carved, and communicates with
an open marble loggia of beautifully carved arches in the Saracenic
style. The chambers on two sides scrved as office rooms. Between
th. Machi Bhdwan and the small mosque (known as Mina

* God of wood and water. A saint skilled in divination, who is said to have
discovered the water of life. Mahomedans offer oblations to him, of lamps,
flowers, &c.. placed on little rafts launched on the river. Travellers by boat
always invoke him on starting,

+ The name of a sacred well at Mecca, called also Hagar's well.

3 The numerical value of the words, Hauz Jahangiri, is 1113. When from
this the numerical value of Zamzam (94)is taken awuy. the date of foundation
(1019 A. H.) is found.

The author of the Tvavels of @ Iindu has in his work alluded to the favourite
drinking cup of Jahdngir. Ithad been scooped hollow out of an uncommonly
large sized ruby, more than three inches long by as many broad, in the fashion of
a goblet with the name of Jahingir inscribed on it in goKIen letters. Side by side
was placed a similar but smaller cup with a leg to stand on, which had belonged
to the %reat Tamerla:ue. Both were the property of the ex-King of Oudh and
were placed for sale in one of the Knglish jewellery shops in Culcutta a few years
before 1860, Their ultimate fate is not known,
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41 FORT. 81

Magjid), formerly used by the inmates of the palace, ‘are the
bronze gates of Chittore, brought here by the Emperor Akbar
after his celebrated sicge of that fortress in 1567.¥ The marble
tanks and reservoirs of the Machi Bhdwan were all excavated by
Suraj Mai Jdt, who carricd them to Dig, near Bhartpur, where
he built garden-houses, summer houses and bathing ghdts, which
to this day arc the admiration of travellers. A large quantity of
inlaid marble in the Diwdu-i-Am and neighbouring buildings was
also sold by auction in the time of Lord William Bentinck,
Governor-General of Iadia; but the buildings were repaired at
considerable outlay by the late Lord Mayo and the late Viceroy
Lord Northbrook.

To the north of the above, overlooking the river from an Thgls!)i“'&ni-

elevated terrace, is the Diwan-i-Khas, or the Hall of special
private audience. It is an oblong room of white marble, 64 feet
9 inches long, 34 fect broad, and 22 feet high, with two splendid
halls, most beautifully sculptured, which, by an arched colonnade,
join an open muble gallery of equal extent. The halls are
models of perfection. The columns and arches, elegantly con-
structed in Saracenic style, are exquisitely carved and inlaid,
while the walls are ornamented with vases and flowers in relief.

Tavernicr, the French merchant and jeweller, who visited Taverntiext-_':l
Agra in 1640, while Shih Jahdn wag still on the throne, thus Diwange

deseribes the Diwan-i-IKhas, or Hall of private audience :— Khas.

“At the end of the Court (viz., the Diwan-i-Am,or Public
Hall of audience) there is, on the left hand, a sccond gateway

* Ferishta has given a minute and spirited account of this_siege. Rana Ude
Singh, Chief of Chittor, was the head of the Rajput clans, and the place was the
stronghold of Hindu independence. The Rajputs oficred a desperate resistance,
and the brave garrison, declining the Emperor's offer of quarter, perished to u
man., The conquest of Chittor conduced greatly to the pacification of Rajputana.

+ Keene, in his Handbook to Agra, erroncously gives the date as 1666. Taver-
nier seems to have paid « visit to Agra in November 1665, bat Shih Jahdn was
alive then. and in close confinement in the palace. He died in 1665. The traveller
could not have been shown over all the buildings of the palace described in Book
I. Chapter VII, while the old King was in confinement there. Tavernier com-
fences this Chapter with an interesting note describing how he had a full view of
the palace. He says:—'* Before the King (namely Shah Jahin) had given up his
residence at Agra for that at Jahanabad, whenever he went to the country
on a visit, he entrusted the custody of the palace,where his treasure was, to onc
of the principal and most trustworthy of his Omerahs, who, until the return of
the King, never moved, neither day nor night, from this gate where his lodging

~was. It was during such an absence that I was permitted to see the palace
at Agra. The King having left for Jahanabad, where all the Court followed
and even the women too, the government of the palace was conferred on a noble
who was a great friend of the Dutch, and, in general, of all the Franks.

1



'The Khas
Mahal.

82 AGRA : DESCRIPTIVE.

which gives entrance to another greal court, which is also suf-
rounded by galleries, under which there are also small rooms for
some officers of the palace, From this sccond Court you pass
into a third where the King's apartments are situated. Shéh
Jahdn had intended to cover the arch of a great gallery which is
to the right hand with silver, and a Frenchman, named
Augustin De Bordeaux, was to have done the work. But the great
Mughal, secing there was no one in his kingdom who was capable
to send to Goa to negotiate an affair with the Portuguese, the
work was not done, for, as the ability of Aungustin was feared,
he was poisoned on his return from Cochin. This gallery
is painted with foliage of gold and azure, and the floor is
covered over with a carpet. There are doors under the gallery
giving entrance into very small squarc chambers. I saw
two or three of them which were opened for us, and we were
told that the others were similar. 'The three other sides of
the Court are altogether open,and there is but a simple wall
to the height of the support. On one side overlooking the
river there is a projecting Diwan, or belvedere, where the King
comes to sit when he wishes to enjoy the pleasure of sceing
his brigantines and making his clephants fight. In front of
the Diwdn therc is a gallery which serves as a vestibule, and
the design of Shdh Jahdu was to cover it throughout by a
trellis of rubies and emecralds which wonld rcpresent, after
nature, green grapes and those commencing to become red; * * *
but this design, proving too expeunsive, had to be abandoned.”

Next to the Diwdn-i-Khds, overhanging the river, is the
Zecnana, or Harem, before alluded to, called the Khds Mahal, or
the private apartments of the ladies of the Royal Harem. The
substructures of the palace are of red sandstone, the Jumna
washing the walls seventy feet below; but the whole of its
chambers, corridors, and pavilions arc of pure white marble,
most elaborately carved, and exquisitely ornamented with flowers

M. Velant, Chief of the Dutch factory at Agra, as soon as the King had
left, went to salutc this noble and to make him a present according to the
custom. * * * Compliments having passed on hoth sides, the Governor asked Mr.

elant what_he desired him to do to serve him, and, e having prayed him to
have the goodness, as the Court was absent, to permit him to see the interior
of the palace, it was granted him and six men were given to accompany us.”
T'ravels in Indu’z by Tavernier, Vol. 1., Imge 106. The account has clear reference
to the traveller’s second voyage when he visited Agra from a journey to Surat
in 1640, when Shih Johin wus enjoying a peaceable reign. See Introduction,
page xlv, ibid
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and festoons, This lovely mansion was built by Shdh Jahdn
before new Delhi; and its luxurious pavilions, with gilded
roofs and domes, are all of the rich style of Florentine mosaie,
and of singular elegance and beauty. They glitter all over
with jasper, cornclian, lapis-lazuli, agate and bloodstone, and
the balconies and terraces arc wrought in open patterns of
sucl rich desigus that, according to an American traveller, “they
resemble the fringes of lace when scen from below.” The
adaptation of one part to another, the perfect harmony
prevailing in the various scctions of the building, the richness
of style, and above all its clegance, are proof of the taste
of the authors, and fill the curious observer with a sense of
admiration and awe. No chamber, uo pavilion, no terrace or
window is wanting, and it seems as if the imperial halls
had just been vacated by their occupiers, and were ready to
be repecopled with the houschold of the great Emperor, They
bring vividly before the eye a living picture of the daily routine
of his public duties and his private pursuits and domestic life,

In a balcony overlooking the river are marks of blank spaces,
In these spaces were pictures of the Muoghal Emperors from
Timar, mounted on glass placed against the walls. Surdj Mal,
the Jdf, Riji of Bhartpur, took away these pictures, and
the spaces are left blank as sigus of spoliation of the Jits.

The balcony,

The injurious offects of time and spoliation are visible here
and there. A cannon ball burst through the marble trellis-
work in a small courtyard in front of the Diwdn-i-Khas,
causing a rent in the screen of the royal pavilion, This was
the result of the cannonade by General Perron, Commandant
of Sindhia’s troops, who besieged the fort in 1803, and selected
that side as the most assailable. Many flowers and blossoms
of cornelian, with leaves of bloodstone and gems, inlaid in
the marble, have been wantonly dug out, and the polished
fountains and tanks are dry.

The following Persian poems are beautifully iuscribed on the
walls of the Khds Mahal.
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By the construction of this dclightful palace of spacivus foundation,
Akbirabad has raised its head to tho ninth heaven.*

Its parapet walls touch the forchead of sky

And are visible like the teeth of the letter Sint.

Bowing f in adoration before the gateway of this mansion of delight,
Remorves the dictates of misfortune from off’ the forehead,
Nobility is but one word in its praise ;

Prosperity is the inseparable companion of its galleries,

The path of oppression nader any phase is closed,

By the chain § of its justice the hands of tyranny are bound.

Proud am1 of the king’s chain of justice,

For itis ever ready to do justice to those who seck it.

It has such an intimate knowledge of the condition of the people
That it knows even what they see in their dreams,

May it, in the King’s palace, with a thousand splendours,

Remain like the sun in the sky.

When the King's castle adorned the world,
The head of the carth touched the sky through pride.

Ewmperor of the World, 8hah Juhdn,

Who is the pride of the soul of Shahib Qirun,||

* Arsh ( u'* € ) Ninth heaven, where the Throne of God is.
+ That is, the parapets of this palace are as clearly visible as the sharp

points or projections in the Persian letter Sin (*, which resemble teeth.

+ The word used is Sajud, from Sijda ¥ 35w, bowing so as to touch the

ground with the forehead in adoration, especially to God.

§ The fanious chain of justice was tied in this hall with the other end on the

ground opposite the Jumna. Any man aggrieved pulled it. and the bel
rings attached to it informed the King of the p‘etitinner’s presence, u.l:d at"‘l(:
petitioner was heard and redress given divect from the Royalty. '

‘Il Namely, Tymur, who is called Sahib i-Qiran, or the Lord of constellation,
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Founded & mansion with such beauty, splendour and grace

That the like of it the sky has never seen on the earth’s surface.

The courtyard of its upper storey shines like the forchead of the moon ;
Below it lies the sky like a shadow,

When I consulted Reason for its date,

The gates of bounty opened on me in all directions,

So said the mind which ever stands on the side of truth :

¢Thid is a maasion of prosperity of fortunate foundation’.- *

In front of the Khas Mahal, is the Anguri Bdgh, still over- gy anguri
run with green shrubs, roses, jasmine and vines and studded Bagh.
with elegant fountains and parterres. It is an immense court,

235 by 170 feet, surrounded by three sets of chambers on three
sides, all built by Akbar, and intended for the use of the King’s
Harem. It is surrounded by a colonnade, and on the fourth
side is a spacious marble pavilion, The Court communicates with
the Shish Mahal and the Royal Baths. It was to these cham-
bers that the British officers and their families flocked for
protection during the troublesome days of 1857. A small passage
to the north of the Anguri Bdgh leads to the most remarkable of
the female apartments, the Shish Malal, or Palace of Mirrors '%‘llﬁl?lhish
so called from the walls being lined with tale, or small bits of =
glass, disposed of so as to represent clusters of mirrors in minia-
ture. This glazed mansion consists of two compartments. In the
centre is a beautiful jct d’eaw, discharging its contents into
marble basins so curiously carved that the moving water over it
produced the appearance of fish. The walls over which the
mimic cascades tumbled are so constructed at the northern end
as to be lighted from within, and the light, reflected by thousands
of transparent glasses all round, and the sheet of water below
and the rays caused by the descending showers, afforded a most
dazzling and enchanting scene. The spectacle must have once
realized all the splendours of Arabian story. It is a pity that
the marble flags with which the floors of these luminous cham-
bers were paved have been dug out.

The Hammam, or Bagnio close to the female apartments, 1,
consists of several rooms for bathing. The water, rising from g Hammam.
hundred springs, spread a delicious coolness throughout the

.* The numerical value of the letters in the lastsentence is, according to
Abjad rules, 1046, which represents the Hijri year corresponding to 1636 A. D,
This was the year when Shih Jahdn concluded pence with Adil Shah, king of
Bijapur, In the_space after each couplet are written the words God, Muham-
mad, Aby Bakr, Umar, Usmin, and Ali.
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room, while the carving in bold relief and the superior polish of
the marble used contributed to the perfection of the work. Two
passages from the Hammam, both of red sandstone, lead to the
Jumna, which washes the walls. One of these was a passage for
the Royal ladies and their fair concubines, and the other for Jodh
Bai, the Hindu Quecen of Jahangir. From the balconies of the
Palace Royal, a beautiful view of the gardens and palm-groves
on theopposite bauk is obtained, while about a mile down the
stream is to be seen that wonder of India, the Taj, shining like
a palace of ivory and crystal.

The next Court is paved with squares of white and black
marble so as to represent a Pachisi board. The game is a kind of
Eastern backgammon, or trictrac. Each square in this spacious
board is wide enough to allow a man to sit within it. In ordinary
games ivory pieces or figures are used. But it is said Akbar
and his wives played on this board with gaily clad girls, distin-
guished by badges to specify their position in the game, who
trotted from square to square, according to the movements of a
wand used by the players.

The Pachisi.

On one side of the court of tha Pachisi board is the 8amman
};‘,‘lﬁiiq“'"’”“” Burj, or octagonal tower, the boudoir of the chief Princess, It is
the work of Shdh Jahdn, and it was here that that Emperor
breathed his last with his eyes turned towards the glittering
mausoleum of the wife of his youth and his affectionate daughter,
Jahdn Ara, sitting by his side.* The mansion is of pure marble
and most elaborately carved and inlaid. In the widst is a
small but neat reservoir of marble in the shape of a rose. This
was the reservoir used by Arjumand Bduo Bagum, the King’s
favourite wife, and the lady of the T4j, for washing her face,
hands, and feet. It was decorated with precious stones, all of
which were carried away by the Jéis. Two small windows
higher up the wall are pointed out a3 having been used by the
chief Sultana as a repository for her jewels and ornaments, access
to which was obtained by a golden staircase. It was from this
tower that the Royal ladies witnessed the animal fights in the
open space below. The King sat on the marble throne opposite.

* Badshah Nama, p. 933,
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The open terrace facing the river, where the marble throne
now is, was originally roofed, and formed part of the Diwan-i-
Khas. Bat, the hall having been dismantled by the Raja of
Bhartpur, the materials were removed by him. Five marble
blocks of the material were sent to London as a curiosity,
while seven arc lying on the spot at thc moment of writing.*
To the north of the white imarble palace, called the Diwdn-
i-Khas of Shah Jahdn, is to be seen a rarity of the sculptor’s
art, viz, a black marble throne, hewn out entire, with its four The black
legs, from onc block. It is 10 feet 7} inches long, 9 feet 10 'trl‘::l;lt’nl;
inches broad, and 6 inches thick. The stone is 1 foot 4 inches
in height and is supported by octagonal pedestals, or feet. It is
completely peunctrated by a long fissure, which is ascribed to
its having been profancd by the fect of the Jat usurper,
Jawghar Singh, Rajah of DBhartpur, son of Suraj Mal Jdt,
who was in temporary possession of Agra in 1765. The
credulous maintain that, having been profancd by the Jat
chieftain, not ouly did it crack from side to side, but blood
rughed out of it in two places. The usurper was shortly
afterwards assassinated in the palace, while his father was
slain in the battle with Najibuddauld. The presence of
red marks on the thronc is, however, duc to a mineral substance,
The throne was used by the Emperor Jahdngir in private
audiences with his ministers. An inscription in large Persian
letters runs round all the four sides of the thickuness of stone
and is as follows :—
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When Shal Salim, the heir to the crown and scal,
8at on the throne and administered the.world,

* September 1892,
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His name became Jihdogir, or Conqueror of the World, as was his nature,

And from the light of his justice he reccived the title of Nuruddin,
the splendour of the Faith,

A King whose sword,
Cuts the cnemy’s head into two halves like the Geminj star,

May this fortunate throne

Be the asylum of many future Kings!

It is the test for such Kings as are on an equality with angels,

A touchstone for the gold of the sun and the silver of the moon.
This clegaut throne, throngh brilliancy and splendour,

Is like unto an invaluable and precious pearl,

In thinking of its date,

1 sought help from Almighty God;

The voice came at last,

¢ Aslong as the heaven is the throne for the sun, may the Throne of the
King Salim last 17 1011 1.

North face (centre). . South face (centre).

May the Throne of 8ultan Salim, son of Akbar Shiib,
Ever receive its splendour by the light of God’s mercy.
Below the inscription on the eastern side is the following
inscription : —
;“ L‘)lt?- dae d?.’“”))s 515) 61?}{:‘.1"" sl U)l-’.* BV Y) glol& rh]
eile ald ol

“Ilis exalted name, before accession, was Shih Salim, and afterwards,
Nuruddin Mobamed Jabdngir Badshih Ghizi.”

s ng‘ VJ?‘ J&C‘Lyé& e o &J) r";" '-Sljjl oy &3 )“’ éué

May the dignity of the Thione of Jahangir Shih, son of Akbar Shah
by God’s command, excel that of heaven.



THE FORT.

89

The following table illustrates the actual position of the
inscriptions as they appear on the Throne:—
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The prettiest structure in the fort is the Moti Musjid, or
Pearl Mosque, as it is poetically and justly called. It stands
north of the Diwan-i-Am, on a lofty plateau, to which access

s obtained by a long flight of steps. Entering a simple gateway

by steps of free-sfone roughly hewn, and expecting nothing
very grand, oue is surprised by coming suddeunly in sight of a
structure at once grand, fascinating and sublime, which, with
majestic and  colossal form, combines cxquisite simplicity
refined taste and clegance. Tt is, as a writer says, “an agreeable
surprise,” filling the curious observer with a fervour of admiration,
You sce before you a sanctuary of white marble rising grace-
fully over the silvery surface formed by its lovely court. The
mosque measures 187 feet by 234 feet. The square court is
paved with large white flags, and is surrounded by a chaste
gallery and colonnade of the same material. “The beauty of
the mosque,” says Fergusson, “resides in its courtyard, which is
wholly of white maible from the pavement to the summit of
the domes.” At the extremity of this spacious court, and re-
moved about 100 feet from the gateway, is the noble mosque,
comprising a single room, 150 feet by 60, supported by a triple
row of pillars, joined to onc another by the most cxquisitely
proportioned Saracenic arches. The three lovely domes of
white marble, with their gilded spires springing gracefully from
the pavilions, rise considerably above the ramparts, giving it a
truly grand appearance. In the enthusiastic langnage of Mr.
Taylor, ¢ in all distant views of the Fort these domes are seen like
silvery bubbles which have rested a moment on its walls, and
which the next breeze may sweep away.”

European artists and travellers have pronounced the archi-
tecture to be absolutely perfect, and, while its style is the purest
Saracenic, it possesses the simplicity of Doric art. The
whole design is instinct with life, and, whether judged from the
exact proportions of its dimensions, or the admirable skill of
its design, the mosque is justly the admiration alike of the
student of art, the traveller and the spectator. “ It is truly
the gem of mosques.” Oue cminent authority writes of its
surpassing beauty : “ Auny woedcut cannot do it justice; 1ib
must be seen to be appreciated.”  Another writer, comparing
it with the grand mosque of Shih Jahin at Delhi, expresses his
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opinion, that “while the colossal Juma Musjid of Delli, froi its
magnitude and its bold outline, may be likened to the masculine
of its kind, the oue under discussion, from its tout ensembie, may,
so to speak, be styl(,d the feminine, in appearance at least.” The
graphic pen of Mr. Taylor thus paints its beauty: “Itlsasanctualy
so pure and stainless, rcvmhug so exalted a spirit of worship, that
I felt humbled, as a Christian, to think that our noble rcligion
has never inspired its architects to surpass this temple of God and
Mohammad.” A recent writer (Sir Richard Temple) remarks :
“ No place is more fitted to inspire men with deeper religious
culture than this spotless mosque.”  Another wriler says: “It
is the purest object yet dedicated by the vanity of man to the
worship of the Almighty Deing alone.” That much of this
enthusiasur is well descrved, there can be no roowm for doubt.

Iu the midst of the courfyard is a beautiful fountain for the
ablutions of the faithful. Ona platform of stone there is also a
sun-dial, and the Musjid is joined to the private apartments ot
the palace by staireases on both sides. There arc also side-
roows, separated by lattice work of marbic for the worship of
the ladies of the Harem, The mosqué aflords accommodation
for GOO worshippers.  An iuseription in black marble letters
inscribed on the entablature over the front arch shows that
it was built by Shah Jahdn in 1063 A, 11 (1654).

" The building of the mosque, which was commeuced in 1056-57 Cost of
(1648 A. ), occupicd scven years and was completed “in Puildivg.
1063 11. (1652 A. 1.), being the 26th year of Shih Jahdn’s reigun.
The cost was three hundred thousand rupecs,

The following inscription runs along the cutablature over the Inscription,
front row of supporting pillars, towards the western end of the
interior of the Musjid :—
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“ This bright Kadba and second Tabernacles of Bliss is so
pre-cminently luminous that, compared to it, the bright dawn of
morning looks like the dusk of cvening ; the effect of its great
brilliancy is such that the sun, compared to it, is like an eye
that is dazzled by brightness. Its firm foundation is as high as
that of the highest heaven. Its bounty-showering towers are as
lofty as the porticoes of paradise. Its grand foundations indicate
that it is a mosque founded on the basis of piety ; and its turrcts
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vie in brilliancy with the meridian sun when passing throngh
the zodiac, while they surpass it in hcight. Each of its flower-
pinnacled shafts is like a bunch of light connected with a cluster
of brilliant stars, or like a fountain of bencficent rays emanating
from the sun. Each of its gilded pinnacles affords light to the
heazenly luminaries ; cach of its resplendent arches resembles
the new moon, and is ever hailed as the festival of Zd.

On either side of it is the fort, built of red sandstone, of the
metropolis of Akbarabad ; the Masjid is to this fort as the seven
plancts are to the sky ; one may say it is a halo round the moon,
which is sure proof of the advent of clouds of inercy ; or it is a
circle round the luminous sun, which is an unmistakeable sign of
the coming fall of beneficent rain.  Verily, it is a lofty mansion of
paradise, made (as it were) of onc precious pearl, for from the
beginning of the iuhabited world the like of a mosque built
entircly of pure marble was ncver produced ; and since the crea-
tion the parallel of a temple so brilliant and bright from top to
bottom has never appcared.

Built by the command of the potentate of Solomon’s magnifi-
cence ; the Sultan of Abraham’s honour ; the embellisher of the
countenance of Islam ; the founder of thc Empiro; the king of
kings, whose court equals in dignity the highest heaven; the
shadow of God; the asylum of the people; the strength of the
pillars of State ; the prop of the basis of justice and benignity;
the carth, being blessed with his footsteps, feels more dignified
than the heavens in a thousand ways; through the profusion of
his gifts the heavens are compelled to acknowledge the carth’s
superiority; prosperity and wealth, through love of service to him,
are cver awakc to their duty; State and rcligion arc greatly
attracted by the beauty of his countenance; the zephyrs of Para-
dise crave the dust of his Sanctuary; dignificd as the heavens; the
destroying fire of hell solicits a stipend from the polish of the
steel of his sword, which destruys the cnemies;

The foundations of State receive strength from him ;

The basis of justicc obtains dutation from him ;

His victorious sword

Ever despatches the infidels ;

Heaven is one of his slaves;
The dawn of day is a mirror-holder for his countenance ;
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He is the supporting axis of the heavenly faith and of the
laws; the centre of the circle of justice and administration ; the
father of victory; Shahabuddin Mohammad, the sccond lord of
the fortunate conjunction of the planets, the valiaut King Shih
Jahdn.

This building was completed in a space of scven years, ab a
cost of three lakhs of rupces towards the end of the 26th year of
the fortunate reigu corresponding to the year 1063 Hijri.

May it so please God, the God without compeer, that, through
the blessings of the good iutentions of this sovercign, the de-
fender of the Kaith, all people may have an increased desire
for performing devotions and doing virtuous deeds! And may
the direction and guidance in the right way have as their result
the salvation of this righteous King, the accepted of God! O
Lord of the universe ! Awmen !’

A passage to the north-west corner of the Machi Bhawan
leads to the Nugina Masjid, a small but very handsomme mosque,
60 feet squarc. Tt was founded by Aurangzeb for the ladies of
the Zcnana, and, being built entircly of white marble after the
fashion of the Moti Masjid, may be called its smaller counter-
part.  Connccted with it, on au clevation overlooking the waters
of the Jumna, is a set of chambers in which Shiah Jabidn was
kept in honourable confinement by his ambitious sou Aurangzeb,
and the room is still pointed out where he used to live, with
little to console his heart cexcept the sight before him of the
monument raised by his own geuius to the memory of the
wifc of his youth, the renowned Lady of the Tdj. In a wall
opposite is u cavity where used to be stored warm water for the
purpo:z of ablution before going to prayers,

The apartments which were the actual quarters of Shdh Jahdn
while reiguning Emperor of Hindustan are also noticcable for
containing the reputed “ Somuath” gates. The avenging army
of Lord Ellenborough, under the command of General Pollock,
brought these gates from Ghazui, as a trophy of British success
in  Afghanistan. The gates arc 12 feet high by 9 in
breadth, and are claborately carved aad inlaid. They were
the subject of a proclamation from the Governor-General
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announcing to the native rulers and people of India that
the victorious British army had borne the gates of Somndth
in triumph from Afghanistan, and that “the insult of 800
years was avenged.” The proclamation was correct enough so
far as it announced that the gates were brought from Mahmad’s
tomb at Ghazui. But it wasamistake to suppose that they were
the gates of Sommidth, believed to have been carried away
by Mahm@d and put on his tomb after his death as cvidence
of Mohammedan conquest. The original gates were of sandal-
wood and of great celebrity, from their elaborate design,
The conclusion arrived at by the best judges was that they
were destroyed by fire, and that, when the tomb was repaired
and renewed, a new sct of gates made of deoddr were set up.
A microscopic cxamination revealed the further fact that,
while the framcwork contains Cufi inscriptions, therc is not
a single figure of the 33 millions of Hindu gods, nor any other
Hindu symbol, on it, Nevertheless, the gates arc interesting,
as bearing cvident marks of great age, and as the relics of
the last resting-plage of the greatest Asiatic conqueror, whose
ambition could ouly find rest in his grave. The ornamentation
in the framework consists of panelling in small compartments,
cach containing a star of six points, in the shape of two
interlaced triaugles, and is wrought in well-relicved fret-work
of the most chaste and florid arabesque, surrounded by borders of
running patterned arabesques, which all plainly point to
their Mohammedan origin.

A door, close to the chambers of the Mina Masjid, opens The Mina
on a beautiful balcony with a courtyard lined with apartments of Bazar.
red sandstone. This was the place where the ladies of the
Zenana brought and sold their fancy and artistic wares, the King
and his wives taking the part of purchasers. IHere it
was that Jahdngir conceived a violent passion for Nir Jahdn.

As she, in her youth, accompanied her mother, the wife of
the Lord High Treasurcr of Akbar, to attend the fancy fair,
the eycs of the two met, and a walk free and independent, a
face smiling, handsome, childish, and happy, a figure tall and
gracefu), anda waist Cypress-like, fascinated the future Emperor
of Hindustan, himself possessed of a handsome exterior, a tall
figure, with broad chest and long arms, and eyes ominously keen
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and piercing. The passion was mutual. The court is now
used for lawn-tennis,

To the south of the Khds Mahal, and close to the Amar Singh
Oate, is a massive building in redstone, called the Jahangiri
Mahal, or the Palace of Jahdungir, a singularly elegant and
beautiful structure. It is a two-storeyed building, most
exquisitely carved and inlaid with relieving lines of white marble,
and two courts paved in red sandstone, the largest of which
is soventy feet squarc. The peculiarity of the structure lies
in the general avoidance of arches, the roofs resting on flanks
of free redstone, supported by massive but singularly handsome
and richly carved pillars of the same material. The structure
is most perfect, and, as Fergusson remarks, “is singularly elegaut
in detail; and having escaped the fate of so many palaces of
India, time has only softened, without destroying, the beauty
of its features.” The stones on the interior and ceiling were
once covered with lovely paintings in gold; but these have all
been obliterated through lapsc of time. The Hindu brackets,
exquisitely carved, the moulding of conventionalised lotus-
flowers, supported by a pair of birds on cither side, the carvings
of elephants on the roof of the building in red sandstone,
facing the river, are all unique decorations in the Saracenic
style, aud exhibit Hindu proclivities. This was the palace, the
residence of Jodh Bdi, the wife of Jahdngir, and daughter of
Moth, the Rdjd of Jodhpur, called by Mohammedan historians
Mariam Zamdni. In a niche in one of the walls was placed
the image of Hanumanyji, one of the principal gods of Hindu
mythology, which was destroyed by Aurangzeb. Behind the
ladies’ chambers is a covered passage, separated from the rest
of the building by lattice work. This was the place for the
female guards who performed watch and guard duty to the
royal personages when they retired to rest. There are cham.
bers of peculiar construction in which the game of hide-and-
seek was played by the royal inmates,

The upper storey consists of two pavilions, of massive style,
elaborately carved and exquisitely ornamented. One of these
has been modernized, and has been converted into a residence for

s warrant officer, and the cther is still perfect. On the roof there
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are also a number of cisterns, in which the water of the Jumna’
used to be accumulated and distributed to the various parts of
the palace, by means of copper pipes, still extant, the name of the '
palace to which they belonged being engraved on the medallions
which surmount cach pipe.

Lacony the wonders of the palace arc the curious under- ?ll::;‘l::il(lel-
ground chambers, descent to which is obtained by broad stairs to Chambers,
the south of the Khas Mahal. The windows of these laby-
rinths, overlooking the Jumna, may be observed from the basc of
Jahdngir’s palace.  The buildings extend over a considerable arca
and terminate in a Baoli, or well-house.  In these vaulted chame-
bers the Emperor and his delicate Harem found shelter from the
burning heat of the sun and scorching winds in the summer.
Fountains of water played and made the atmosphere cool aund
delicious.  Ilere the Emperor, in his pleasant retreat, dashed
through the pure and cold waters, the royal party was cutertained
with dancing and music, the chambers resonnded with festive
merriment,  The avenues in the Beolé that surrounded  the
waters of the wall were carpeted with cushions of soft velvet, on
which sat the royal ladies, chatteiing and  making merry,,
‘while the apathic boatmen, gliding down the river, gazed
up at the lofty walls, wondering what the laughter meant.” A
dark and dreary chamber at the extremity of the well was,
designed for the incarceration of women found guilty of l‘nis-:
demeanour, It is said one of these  under-ground passages
communicated with the Taj and the Sckandara; but no outlet,
has yet been discovered.

Abul Fazl notices the fact of the foundation of the Fort of
Agra by Akbar in the records of the 9th year of Hm Majesiy’s
reign (1564 A. ».) thus :—

“The buildings of the old fort on the bank of the river cost o
(Jumna) having become dilapidated * through lapse of time, a::;lgduwttl
new fort of red sandstone was built on its site, under orders of
His Majesty. The plan was designed by skilful epgineers and
accomplished artisaus, The width of the wall was fixed at 30
)'uds Budshaki, and the height at 60 yuda of thc same. It

* The old fort called Badalgarh suffered much (humr' the ear thquako of 911
Al 1L (1503 . 0.}, and was nearly destroyed during tho  explosion which took
blace in 962 A, 1. (1556 A, D.)- see page 74 wnle.

13
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comprises four gateways, which open the door of wealth and
prosperity on the four quarters of the world. A nuwmber of 3,000
to 4,000 masons and artisaus was cmployed daily on the work,
and it took eight years to build the fort.

The superintendent of the architecture was Qasiin Khdn, * the
Lord of the Admiralty. The cost was 7 krore Tankas, or 35
lacs of rupees.”

BURIED ToMBS DISCOVERED IN THE FORT.

According to Mr. Beal, the author of Miftalul Twrwarikh,
when, in 1218 A  H. (1803 A. D.), the Fort of Akbarabad (Agra)
came into the possession of the East India Company, the Judge'’s
Court was built in it. Forty-two ycars afterwards, or in 1845 A. D,
orders were received for the demolition of the old court-house,
and a new onc was built in its stcal on the same spot. Oun
digging the foundations of the old walls, four tombs were found,
at a distance of one hundred paces from the tower called Jhan
Jhan Katora. Two of these were without inscriptiou; but the
other two contained marble sarcophagi with TPersian inscriptions.
One of these inscriptions shows that the tomb belonged to some
grandee who died in the 46th year of the Llaki year of Akbar, or
1010 A. H. (1601 A. D.). This was the time when Akbar was
occupied in military operations in Khandesh, and Salem, the
Crown Prince, had rebelled agaiust him. Both tombs, from their
locality in the fort, seem to have belonged to some beloved
members of the Royal family who died a premature death, thus
causing intense grief to their relations.

One of these inscriptions was thus:—
Yayo o2 )3 wmd Lo Loy wnd) s ety > ol 85 93 51581
L) &g_)-gji c..'.‘ o° L e RS a)i_jl r;‘.u;\_) Dy u,t,’,' JL.,
LS00 25t sla Sya wd) WU sy @y 80 5 O 2
183 ) DU wad L1 SO pmed £ B 48 Ubef
e Ol ol was @i )3 3 sy 2y yreel) UL T

* In th&-mrd year of the reign Qasim Khan was made Governor of Agra. He

conpgue shair for Akbar, and w int ' bul in tl i
year. ﬁgwu assassinated at &l:tbul?: ui%?ﬁl %d Governor of Kubul in the 34th
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Al! Alas! my beloved
1as departed subjecting me to grief,
When T asked Reason the year of his death,
e replied, ¢O poor unpretending man!
It was 1010 of the Mijra
That he procecded to the paradisc from this mortal world.’
Listen another year of Shamsi :
He died in 46th of Ilak:.
With perfect sincerity 1 pray for his sacred soul,
O God ! may it find place in the paradise of Aden!
The sarcophagus containing the above inscription was in the fort
at the time when Mr. Beal wrote his work in 1264 A, H, (1847 A. D.).

The other tomb has the following inscription on it :—
g;'pj)-} wla sula ‘it_‘_,JLE 3ile2st o g;,i)eg)l.y;,xj, g)[t'a u)l_; 85 l"J-ua')
w.i)e .;;],.?’3,_.)l1.-:~.)‘ weatlo Cod Sei S Sl & !"“)‘(“)D &s Sy p5Y
- . -J . . 2

wed 2wl OB guds im0 O lepr W) (25 T2 1y oy 86103 558
wd 12 olie 425 JS g, g8 ._fﬁ w28y e D B 5z
W,i).} wl) u-_\,;&.ﬁ; H’J)“ﬁ' k.--‘.In:)]: g[‘ )f Slas Uf o5 Sl olba o

Alas ! the life of the world has depaited from the world ;

Withont him the body is without soul and life extinet.

1t behoves that I should weep bitterly and ery out, Hai! kai !

For he was like the moon and has died young.

My son, who was as dear to me as life,

Has had no meicy on me, and procecded towards im.

When 1 asked reason the date of his death, he replied

¢ Both the branch of the vose and its leaf have left the rose-garden.’

Put an end, it behoves, to thy life, O writer !
Tor the sweet-tongued and sweet-beaked parrot has gone.

The above pocms scem to have been written by a loving
father to commemorate the mournful death of a youthful son
who pre-deceased him. How short and unstable human life
is, and how changeable and uncertain are its affahs, when it is
seen that the affectionate mourner,to whom life must have become
a misery, as his poetic effusions show, is no more, too, nor the
dwellers in those high palaces and gorgeous edifices, lifting their
heads to the sky, which are left on the spot forsaken and forlorn, a3
a mark of world’s evanescent and transient nature; and further,
what trace had been discovered of a dearly beloved during life,
was by mere accident, centuries after he had shrivelled into dust
and clay ! Tempora mutantur et nos mutamurin illis
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THE TAJ.
AvovT a mile distant from the Fort is that wonder of the
East, the jewel and glory of Indian architecture, the far-famed
T4j. Being sitnated on a bend of the river Jumna, it looks much
nearer the direction of the city than it really is. The road
is by the river strand and was constructed by the labour of
The strand,  the destitute poor in the famine of 1838. The strand, cighty
feet wide, is excellent, and the beauty of the town 1s enhane-
The bathing ed by the commodious bathing Ghdits along the river bank,
phats. : The numerous temples, towers, summer houses, and other
. elegant buildings on the river side render the sight of the city
exccedingly charming and picturesque. The space between the
Ruins of ola Fort and the T‘zij was once studded with the villas of the nobility,
villas. the stately edifices and superb palaces and garden houses of the
Omerahs of the Moghal Empire ; but nothing now remains of
them except huge mounds and shapeless masses of earth., Bernier,
who saw these buildings, describes them as a “row of new houses
. with arcades resembling those of the principal streets in Delhi.”*
They have beeu also noticed by contemporary historians, Mulla
Abdul Hamid, author of Bddshih Ndma, and Mohammad,
Sélch, author of Amal-i-Sdleh. There were extensive Bazars
in which commodities of all deseriptions were sold by mer-
chants from various parts of India and distaut countrics
and the merchant classes had built edifices of solid masonry
work and shops in which they cxhibited the articles for sale.
In making the straud, old masonry works and foundations,
sometimes ten feet thick, were found, and they were so solid

that they had to be blasted by powder.

History of Arjumand Bano Begam, surnamed ‘Mumtaz-uz-Z:\mauf, or
Arjumand ~ Mumtdz Mahal, was the daughter of Mirzd Abul IHasan Asif
Hano Begam. Khan, or Asif Jih, the son of Mirza Ghias Beg Itimddud-
“danla, whose danghter, Nir Jahdn, was the wife of Jahangir,
“She- was thus nicce to Nurjahan, the step-mother of Shah
Jahdu, As the aunt was famous for her surpassing beauty
aind accomplishments, so was the niece; as Nr Jahdn had
-fascinated the libertine Jahdngir with her charms, so Mumtaz
«subdued the stern Shdh Jahdn with her loveliness. Both,

. * Berpier’s Travels in the Moghal Empire, p. 293,
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.in their turns, exercised great influence over their lords and
husbands.

Jahdngir betrothed Mumtdz-uz-Zamani to Shdh Jahdn when Her marriage
the latter was fiftecn years and 8 wmonths old. After the .‘f'(:lt\l:u{\,h}m
oxpiry of five years and three months while Shih Jabdn was
twenty years and eleven months old, he was married to
Mumtdz. The bride, at the time of marriage, was 19 years
cight months and 9 days old. The marriage took place on
the night of Friday, the 9th of Rabi-ul-Awdl, 1021 A. 1L
(1612 A. D.). The affectionate royal father, at a propitious
moment, bound the wreath of pearls to the turban of the bride-
groom with his own hands. The nuptials took place in the
palace of Ttimad-ud-dauld, the Emperor Jahdngir gracirg the
occasion with his  presence. The dowry was fixed at five
lakhs of rupeces.  The couple remained on terms of deep affection
throughout their lives.

It must be noted that Shdh Jabhdn was already the hus- g Junivs
band of a wife when he married Mumtdz-uz-Zamani. One other wives.
year and cight wonths before that marriage, he had been
affianced to the daughter of Muzaftar Hussain Mirzd, son of
Saltdn IHussain Mirzd, son of Behram Mirzi, son of Shdh
Ismafl Safvi, King of Persia. The marriage took place in
Rajab, 1019 A. H, when Shih Jahdn was above 19 years of
age, The vresult of the union was Purhunar  Bano DBegam,
born 12th Jamadiul-Akhir, 1020 A. II. Five and a half years
after his marriage with Mumtaz-uz-Zamani, he wes married to
the danghter of Shdéh Nawdz Khan, son of Abdul Rahim
Khan-i-Khandn, ¢ out of,” according to Abdul Hamid, “ motives of
policy.” The marriage took place in Agra, and the result of the
union was a son named Prince Jahdn Afroz, who died in
Burhanpur at the age of one year and nine montns. Notwithstand- ;i oipaci.
ing these two marriages, His Majesty was so much attached to Jientte
Mumtaz-uz-Zamani, that she was his inseparable companion, and Zamani.
he could not part with her even when engaged in military expedi.
tions in remote parts of India such as the Decean, What she
wanted was never refused. She, in particular, acquired great
fame for obtaining the free pardon of persons sentenced to nunder-
go the extreme penalty of the law, and many whom she, ont of
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compassion, recommended for the exercise of the King’s preroga-
tive, owed their life to her.

}saue from Shéh Jahdn had fourteen children by Mumtaz-uz-Zamani, of
o whom eight were sons and six daughters; of these seven were
alive at the time of the Empress’s death.

The following arc the names of the children :~—

1. Hurul-Nisa (danghter) born in Agra on Sth Safar 1022
A1L; diedin 1025 A, aged three years and one mouth.

2. Jahaun-Ara-Begam (daughter), commonly kuown as the

Begam Suhib, born on Saturday, the 21st Safar, 1023 A I, when

. Shah Jahan was cugaged in an expedition agaiust the Rana of
Mewar.

3. Mohammad Dara Shekoh (son), born in Ajmir after the re-
turn of the Emperor from Mewar, on the night of Saturday, the
29th of Safar 1024 A.1J.

4. Mohammad Shdh Shuja (son), born in Ajmir on the
night of Sunday, the 18th of Jamadiul-Akhir, 1025 A.IL

5. Roshanara Begam (daughter), born in Burhanpur on the
2ud of Ramazan 1026 A.H.

6. Mohammad Aurangzeb (son), born on the night of Satur-
day, the 15th of Zikad 1027 A.H.

7. Ummed Baksh (son), born iu the neighbourhood of Sar-
hand on 11th Muharram 1029 A1 ; died in Burhanpur
1031 AH.

8. Suria Bano Begam (danghter), born 20th Rajab 1030 ; died
1037 at the age of seven years,

9, Another son, born 1031 A.H., but died a few days after.
No name had been given to him.

10. Muarad Buaksh (son), born in the fort of Rohtas on
Wednesday, the 25th of Zilhij, 1033 A.H.

11, Lutfullah (son), born in Safar 1036 ; died in Ramazan
1037, aged one year and 7 months,

12. Daulat Afza (son), born in 1037 ; died the following year,

13, A daughter, born in 1059 A. H,; died the same year.
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14, Gauhar Ara Begam (daughter), the last issue, born on the
night of Wednesday, the 17th of Zika-ad, 1040 A. H,
(1630 A. D.) in Burhanpur.

It was in giving birth to her last child that the Empress died. L‘)_g{,(kult)'b

The authors of the B dshdhndma and dmalie Suleh, both con-
tempdrary historians, have furnished toucking particulars of the
last moments of Mumtaz-uz Zamani.

Her Majesty being pregnant and the usual time of delivery fj:}:lllbu:lts
being near, she became suddeuly ill and suffered from anguish
of travail in chill-birth, from the morning of Tuesday to the
midnight of Wednesdy following, it being the 17th of the month
of Zikad 1040 AH. (1639 AD.) After miduight she gave
birth t> a daughter; but, on account of some internal derange-
ment, her troubles inercased and she had fainting fits. At length
sceing that her cud was near, she asked the Princess Jahan Ara
Begam, who sat by her side, to call the Emperor, her Royal
counsort, from a room in the Z:nwna where His Majesty then was.
The I nperor hastened to the queen’s apartment and took his
scat ab the head of his dying beloved wife's bed.  Mumtaz-uz-
Zamani lookzd on the king with despuir and tears in her cyes, and
admonished him to take good carc of her children and her own
aged father and mother when she was herself no more.  Then fix-
ing her eyes on the companion of her life and casting a deep look
on him, she breathed her last at three watches before suurise.

The catire court went into mourning. Ilis Majesty put on The mour
white robes, and the Princes Royal, the gran-lees of the realm and ing.
officials and scrvants of state dressed themsclves in mourning
costume.

Mumtaz-uz-Zamani, at the time of her death, was 39 years yop age.
4 months and 4 days old. The poet Bebadal Khan found the date
of her death in the hemistich :—
U waa Jme jlieo J Ls
“ May paradise be the abode of Mumtuz Malial.?
The above gives the date 1040 A.II, (1630 A.D)

The remains of the Empress were, according to the Eastern Temporary
fashion of temporary burial, called amanat (trust), deposited in brhanpur,
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the garden of Zenabad across the Tapti river, in Burhanpur, where
the king was then encamped, prosccuting the war against Khani-
Jahan Lodi in the Deccan.  The body was interred in a plot of
ground in the midst of which was a beautiful fountain which
adorned the garden palace of Zenabad.

On the afternoon of Thursday, the 25th of the month before
mentioned, His Mujesty, having crossed the Tapti, visited the
garden of Zenabad to recite the Fatiha, or prayer, on the temporary
tomb of the Empress.  He made it his rule, as long as the camp
was 1n Burhanpur, to visit the tomb every Friday, Gricf so over-
whelmed him that fora week he refused to sce any Amir of
the Empire and did not appear at the Jharoke window of the
Khas Am, or trausact any business of State.  IHe was more than
once heard to say that, il the burden of an Empire had not lain
on his shoulders, and if the precepts of Mohanninedan law (Shara)
had not strictly forbidden demonstrations of sorrow on the death
of any onc which in any way infringed the rules of resignation
and full reliance on the will of the Creator, so overpowered was
he with grief, that he would have at once vesigned the Ewpire
and diadem and made a partition of the country among his sons.
For two years he abandoned all sorts of pleasurable pursuits,
especially the hearing of music and musical instrunients, the
wearing of jewels, the use of perfumes, the partaking of rich food
and the wearing of precious costumes.  On the Id festivals and
other festivities when the ladies of the royal houschold assembled,
according to custom, about hus person, the Emperor, missing his
beloved wife ainong them, could not help shedding tears, When-
cver he went to the apartments in which the deceased had lived,
not finding the object of his heart there, he invariably for a long
time afterwards could not help bursting into tcars. Mulla Abdul
1lamid, who has furnished these accounts, says that, at the time
of the death of Mumtaz-uz-Zamaui, therc were not more
than twenty white hairs in the king’s beard, but in a short
"time after the Queen’s death the number of such hairs greatly
increased.

According to Mulla Mohammad Silch, for a long time after
the death of Mumtaz, mourning was observed in Court for the
whole month of Zika-ad cach ycar, when the Emperor put on
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white garments and ull the Omerahs dressed themsclves in
mourning costume,

The Emperor was much attached to his eldest daughter, g‘i\:ilfeanm
Jahan Ara Begam. Of the jewels, ornaments, and gold and silver
coin, all valued at more than a karor of rupees, the Emperor
gave one half to the Begam Sahib and the other half to the
other children. All the household establishments previously
in charge of the deceased Empress were put under the control
of the Degam Sahib. The annnal allowance of six lacs, allow-
ed to the deccased, was, on her death, transferred to the Begam,
with an addition of four lacs, half of which was cash and half
represented by a jagir, or royal grant of land. Mirza Ishaq Beg
Yezdi, the Mir Sdmin of the deceased, was appointed Diwan to
the Begam Sdhib, and Basti-ul-Nisa Khanam was, as in the
time of her mother, appointed to the charge of her seal and
the household affairs.

Six months after the melancholy event, or on Friday, the Remains of
17th of Jamadiulawal, 1041 A. H. (1631 A. D.), the mortal the doceased

Empress
remains of the decensed Empress were sent to Akbarabad (Agra), removed to

T2,
the Darul-Ihilafut under charge of Prince Mohammed Shah o
Shuja Bahadur, Bastiul-Nisa Khanam, the head of the Royal
household in the time of the late Empress who enjoyed her
fullest confidence, and in the words of Abdul Hamid, ¢ understood
her temper,” and who now was the head of the Royal house-
hold affairs under the Begam Sdhib, and Wazir Khén* the
Physician Royal. Under orders of the Emperor, food and cash
in silver coin were distributed to the poor and needy all the
way from DBurhanpur to Agra, the last resting place of the
Empress. The site selected for the mausoleum was to the south
of the city. It was originally a palace of Rdjé Mdn Singh ; but ywhere they
it was now the property of his grandson, Raja Jey Singh. ',{':”t,,j"‘:,?,',f,f&‘

His Majesty gave the Rédja a loftv edifice from the Khalea ggn;{h'}“ Min
estate in exchange for this building, and the spot was used for
the mausoleum of the deceased Empress. The interment at
this spot took place on 15th Jamdi-ul-Sdni, 1041 A, H. At first

a temporary dome was built over the tomb, so that it might

His name was Ilmuddin, anative of Chiniot in Punjab. He founded the
celebrated mosque bearing his name in Lahore.
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remain concealed from the public view; but, under orders of
the Emperor, an edifice was built over and around it which to
this day remains the wonder of the world. The expenditure on
this building was estimated at fifty lakhs of rupees.

A large outer gateway opens on to a spacious quadrangle,
surrounded by arcaded rooms of solid masonry and adorned by
four gateways. This is the Caravan Serae where the travellers
and the poor were accommodated and entertained at State
expense. It has been aptly remarked by the best of judges
that ‘beautiful as it is in itself, the T4j would lose half of its
charm if it stood alone. It is the combination of the most
chaste structures and of diverse beauties and plans cach subordinat-
ed to the other in the most exact and perfect proportions that
have rendered the Tdj, as a whole, what itis and such as the
“world cannot match. As you atlempt to sce it, on entering the
caravan sarae, it does not burst upon your view all at once, bat,
like a coy maid, conceals its face, the grand portal opposite
serving as a veil to cover its transceudent form  Passing over a |
broad pavement of stone, you enter a great gateway of red free-
stone, a noble structure most elaborately carved and inseribed
with sentences from the Koran. It is surmounted by 26 white
marble cupolas, which rise over an octagonal room of about
45 feet square, with a roof like the iuverted curve of a dome
aud galleries disposed in the most appropriate wanner. Right
and left of the inner passage are platforms, raised about eight
feet from the ground, on which merchants exhibit articles
for sale.

The gateway opens on to a spacious quadrangle, 1,860 feet
from east to west, and 1,000 fcet from north to south. It is
surrounded by lofty red sandstone walls, with turrets at the
anglesand a gateway on threc sides, and the fourth facing the river
Jumna. Slowly, as the demi-vault whose arch hangs high above
is passed, a descent by a flight of steps reveals before your cyes
the lovely Tdj with its thousand charms. You see before you
a sanctuary, pure and spotless as the sanctuary of heaven, dis-
playing at once in the grace and symmetry of its form, the
chasteness of its appearance and the majesty and effulgence of its
style, the lofty spirit of its founder, A long and wide pathway,
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paved with square stones and dividing the whole of the garden
into two equal parts, now lies before you. It isshaded by a
delightful avenue of tall, dark cyprus trees, all in exquisite
harmony with the solemnity of the scene.

After advancing a few paces towards the garden, the visitor Gallerics for-
distribution

would do well to turn round and view the back portions of the ;:]fl eall-.g: to
architecture, which he will find as splendid and magnificent as
the front in all its details, from the columns to the architraves
and the cornices. On cither side of the pavilion along the garden
wall, are a series of wide galleries, supported by low columns.
According to Beruicr, the poor were admitted into these galleries
three times a weck during the rainy scason to reccive the alms
founded in perpetuity by Shah Jahan, The traveller was an
eye-witness of the distribution of these chaiitics, and thousands
were the needy fed here and to whom cash money and clothes

were also given by the State officers,

Between the gateway and the Tdj itsclf 1s a spacious marble The Taj
platform, in the centre of which sparkles a lovely little fountain karden.
of the same material and a long row of jets déww placed some
feet from cach other and carried from end to end. The beautiful
walks on either side of this row of fouutains, each of which sends
up a single slender jet, branch off in different dircctions and are
shaded by trees of various kinds, The stately palm, the
feathery bamboo, the handsome green banian and the shady
crange tree mingie their luxuriant foliage, while the odoriferous
lemon flowers, roses, jasmine aud other fragrant shrubs and
plants sweeten the air, The garden is most tastefully kept up at
Governmeut expense. The eye thus cooled and refreshed, the
mind thus cheered and enlivened, a gentle walk of a quarter of a
mile through the principal avenue, brings you in contact with a
dead wall of white marble, to the right and left of which are a
double flight of marble steps of great smoothness aud elegance.

These marble steps lead to a platform, 18 feet high and 313ft.
square, in the midst of which stands the mausoleum itself.

Arrived at the terrace or platforin and pausing here, one qy,, platform.
is lost in admiration at the beauty and magnificence of the struc-
ture. At cvery step he discovers new beauties, As one cxamines
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each part, he is left in astonishment at the grandeur of the soul
that planned and the genius that exccuted so marvellous a
task, The tesselated pavement of black and white marble, form-
ing a mosaic of great neatness and elegance, is surrounded on all
sides by a low parapet about two feet high, At each angle
of the terrace stands a minaret, 133 feet in height, of most
exquisite proportions, built of white marble, surmounted by a
light, graceful cupola supported on eight clegant pillars and
reached by a spiral staircase. In the ceuntre of the platform
stands the mausoleum, a square of 186 feet, encircled by a num-
ber of turrets, all of the purest marble, descending one below the
other in regular succession. From the centre springs the princi-
pal dome, 38 feet in diameter and 80 fect in height, surmounted
by a gilt crescent, about 260 feet from the ground level. The
upper terrace round the spring of the dome is protected by
a higher parapet of about 6 fect, each angle being surmounted by
cupolas supported on slender pillars of marble.  These structures,
viewed from the garden below, give the tout ensemble a light
and aerial appearance, affording, on comparison with the bulky
dome near it, a relief to the sight; for without them the vast
swelling would wear a heavy look.

The sides of the central octagonal room, about G0 fect in
diameter, face the four cardinal points and countain cntrances,
each about 130 feet long. There are suites of octagonal rooms
all round, to the number of eight, having direct communication
with the centre apartment. In these rooms the Koran was
constantly read by the Mullabs for the benefit of the soul of the
royal couple whose ashes lie buried here. Bernier, in his travels,
has referred to the reciting of the Koran by these Mullahs.
Tavernier, noticing the same subject, writes:—*From time
to time, they change the carpets, chandeliers and other ornaments
of that kind, and there are always there some Mullahs to pray.”
The elliptic arches forming the doors are each 18 feet high,
and above each is an eclliptic window. The grand eutrance is
formed of a single pointed arch rising ncarly to the cornice. The
entrances and arches from the top to the basement, the
dome and the upper galleries of the minarets, are decorated with
flowers in relief, cut out of marble in various patterns and iulaid
with ornamental designs in marble of different colours, especially
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pale brown aund a bluish violet variety. From the pavement
to the top of the arches aud along the walls are inserted passages
from the Koran in letters of black marble let into the white
wmarble ground with so much exactuess that, if you pass a necdle
point over the stone, it will not be iuterrupted anywhere, so
smooth and soft has the surface been made, although the work
is purcly inlay. Each letter so inserted is about a foot in length.
According to one writer, “they are cut out so regularly, with
such precision aud so elegantly, that the best calligraphist
could not produce, with the pen on paper, better T'ughra or cufi
characters, if he took ever such great carce in the attempt.

Coucerning the arrangement of light in the central octagonal
room aud the cool temperature maintained here, Fergusson writes:
“The light in the ceutral apartment is adwitted only through
double sereens of white marble trellis-work of the most exquisite
design, one on the outer and once on the inner face of the walls.
In our climate this would produce nearly complete darkness ; but
in India, and in a buildiug wholly composed of white marble,
this was required to temper the glare that otherwise would have
been intolerable.  As it is, no words can cxpress the charmed
beauty of that central chamber, scen in the soft gloom of the
subdued light that reaches it through the distant and half-closed
openings that surround it. When used as a Bara Dari, or
pleasure palace, it must always have been the coolest and love-
liest of garden retreats, and now that it is sacred to the dead,
it is the mest graceful and the most impressive of sepulchres
i the world.”  The sercens referred to, which are of marble and
jasper, are decorated with a wainscotting of sculptured tablets,
representing flowers of various patterns.

In the grand octagonal hall, and under the principal dome
previously described, stand the tomb of Mumtaz Mahal in the :al:ﬁ,ff:;‘bﬂ of
centre, and that of Shdh Jahdn, raised somewhat above hers, Mabal and

00 O1€ g4k Jahin,
side. The tombs are sarcophagi of the purest marble, exquisitely
carved and claborately iulaid with agate, bloodstone, lapis lazuli,
cornelian and other polycoloured and precious stones and gems
which have been imbedded in the white marble ground-work
with extreme elegance aud exactuess. According to some of the

best judges, a few of the flowers on the cenotaphs are carved
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with such exactness and accuracy that they comprise fifty or sixty
varieties of stones of different colours within a space of lIess than an
inch each, aud with such finish and delicacy of execution arc they
blended together that, scen with the naked cye, they produce the
appearance of natural flowers truly imitated. It is ouly with
the aid of a microscope that they can be distinguished. The
cenotaphs are surrounded with an octagounal scrcen eight fect
high, carved out of solid blocks of white marble, highly polished,
the doorway to the enclosure, in the shape of an are, being a
couple of feet higher. The carving is open tracery in cxcellent
devices, the lilics, irisis and other flowers being inter-wrought in
the most intricate ornamented desigus. The surface of the walls
iuternally is highly polished and furnishes evidence of sculptural
art in its greatest intricacy, minntcuess and clegance. All the
spandrels and angles are cmbellished with white marble of the
purest description, inlaid with precious stones such as bloodstone,
jaspers, agates and the like, veprescnting wreaths of flowers,
scrolls and frets, aud set in a hundred ways, forming, according
to the best judges, “the most beautiful and precious style of
ornament ever adopted iu architecture.”

“The judgment, indeed,” says Fergussou, “with which this
style of ornament is apportioned to the various parts is alinost,
as remarkable as the ornament itsclf, and conveys a high idea
of the taste aud skill of the Indian architects of that age,”

The following is the iuscription on the tomb of Shdh
Jahdn :—
cﬁlcu J»a's};l:[ 3&«])1}‘.& gSiwd o) 76) ala ols )tho {:.Sdﬂ)));oés 5°
;|)3 g,\auc‘é)'lé slio'y Wl sl gf‘Uu ])iéal@ gil;\;ﬁ:&i U"JJ)-‘ @\S/o
olxan s )!‘)b daw ra) ),(L'a r.ﬁ;f&; G daB a3 Y "io &iaml Umay
K )5 JUES e s e Koyt U ol g me AL

The illuminated sepulchre and sacred resting place of lis most exalted
Majesty, dignified as Razwan,” having lis abode in paradise and his

dwelling in the starry heaven, T dweller in the regions of bliss, the second
lord of constellation, Shah Jahan, the King valiant, may his mausoleum

* Razwan is the name given by the Mohammadaus to the guardian of
paradise. .

+ The word is Illiyin, some region above the starry heavens, where, according
to the belief of the Mohammadans, all souls of the pious asscmble after death.
'Flrese arc the regions where only the angels have access.
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ever flourigh, and may his abode be in the heavens. He travelled from this
transitory world to the world of eternity on the night of 28th of the mouth
of Rejab 1076 A.11. (1665 A.D).

The following is the inseription on the tomb of Mumtaz

Mahal :—
Poff e samw &39 w&i,s’ds#’)’l}:m; ob s rf§g ’31,\ s )| Jyan >3 P

The illiminated sepulehre of Arjumand Bano Begam, entitled Mumtaz
Mualia!. Died in 1040 AL (1630 A.D, or 36 years before the King's death).

Above the sarcophagus are iuscribed the 99 names of God.

On the head of the sarcophagus is the inseription :—
Uy36d)s yaid)

ITe is the everlasting, [le is sufficient.

On one side is inseribed the following - —
sl Wiy gdB pdNtoy ILJ]

Nearer unto God ate those who say ‘our Lord is God.”

On the head of the sarcophagus is inscribed the following
passage from the Koran :—

(2> )‘”u“*)"')‘ golyadls ;',_;_inrm]guun) ﬂ.—‘m &u;,,

Gad is e beside whom there is no God.  Ile knoweth what is concealed
and what is manifest,  fTe is mereiful and compassionate.

The real tombs are in a low vault placed exactly under- The yeal
neath those in the hall above. As in the upper hall, the tomb ™"
of Shdh Jahdan is higher than that of his queen, the latter
being in the centre of the vaulted underground chamber, while
the former is at its side, to the left.

The spacious vaulted chamber is reached by a sloping
passage, so highly polished that particular care has to be
exercised in stepping on it to avoid slipping. The light from the
door falls directly on the tombs, which are of much plainer work-
manship. Beneath these lie the ashes of the beautiful Mumtaz
Mahal, in whose memory the mausoleum was bailt by her consort,
Shéh Jahdn, who was himself buried by her side by his son
Aurangzeb.

The vault is cver filled with perfumes, and flowers are found
sprinkled in profusion on the tombs and around them.
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The following is inscribed on the Emperor’s sarcophagus in
the real tomb :—

wlea 2l U oly2 oale LaT VP20 9 UIA'S.\:M l)Yh"’ 83 yo
levy dam ;1)5 olk slE ol
The sacred sepulchre of ITis most exaltel Majesty, dweller of paradise,

the second lord of constellation, the King Shih Jahin, may his mausoleum
ever flourish, 1076 A. H (1665 A. D.).

The inscriptions on the tomb of the Empress are the same as
on the upper sarcophagus,

The vaulted chamber was, during the lifetime of Shdh Jahdn,
opened once a ycar, namely, on the anniversary of the death of
the queen Mumtaz Mahal, with great ceremony, and professors
of other religions were not admitted into it. Bernier, in his
travels, has thus referred to this prohibition of admission:—“Asno
Christian is admitted within, lest its sanctity should be profaned,
I have not seen the interior, but T understand that nothing can be
conceived more rich and magnificent.”

The stately dome of the Taj produces an echo at once pure,
sweet and prolonged. A single tone floats and soars in the vault
overhead in a dclicious vibration ; reverberated echoes angment
into a volume of harmonious voices, fading away gradnally nntil
they are swallowed up in the blue vault of heaven,  Writers are
most enthusiastic in deseribing the effects produced by the undula-
tion. “I pictured to myseclf,” says one, “ the effect of an Arabic ov
Persian lament for the lovely Mumtaz sung over her tomb. The
responses that would come from above in the pauses of the song
must resemble the harmonies of angels in paradise.” Another, re-
ferring to the vibrations caused by a low sweet song of praise and
peace, says, “It is as though some congregation of the skics were
chanting their earnest hymns above our heads,” The masterly
pen of Raynor thus paints the majesty, the awe, and the pro-
found and dignified stillness of the vaulied chamber:—

“The hall, notwithstanding the precious materials of which it
is built, and the elaborate finish of its ornaments, has a grave
and solemn effect, infusing a peaceful serenity of mind, such as
we feel when contemplating a happy death. Stern, unimagina-
tive persons have been known to burst suddenly into tears on
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cntering it, and whocver can bchold the Taj without feeling u
thrill that sends the moisture to his eye, has no sense of beauty
in his soul,”

On either side of the Taj, and removed from it by a distance The Musjid
of about a hundred yards, arc two large mosques of red sand-
stone, with thrce domes inlaid with white marble. That to the
west only was intended for prayers, and has recesses pointing
to the Kdaba. The floor is marked off into small partitions,
cach sufficient for onc man to stand, bend his knces and sit
to go through the genuflections and prostrations presciibed by
the faith of Islam. The onc to the east, which is precisely
similar, but has no recesses towards the kdaba, or seats for
prayers, was intended as a counterpart to the other, so as to
preserve the symmetry of the group and the uniformity of
appearance externally, The false mosque is known as the
Jamdat Khdna, or place for the congregation to assemble yye Jamaat
before prayers, or on the anniversaries of the death of the Kbsus
Emperor Shdh Jahdn, or his consort, Taj Mahal* In an
cnclosure beneath the true mosque is pointed out the place where
the body of the Empress was deposited embalmed, while the
mausoleum was in coursc of construction.

The Masjid and Jamdut Khdna are connected by a low
parapet, while therc arc stairs from them lcading to the river.
In the latter a suite of upper apartments has been added for the
accommodation of visitors to the Taj wishing to make a temporary
stay for the benefit of their health, or for the purposc of pleasure.

From the summit of this structure and of the minarets a
beautiful view of the surrounding country is obtained.

Exactly opposite the Taj, on the opposite bank of the river, are T'he intended
ruins of old foundations. Shdh Jahdn had intended these founda- g;.":l‘)’ j’gh;,m.
tions for a monument for himself corresponding with the Taj, and
to connect the two tombs by a magnificent marble bridge, to show
the bond of affection between himself and his beloved consort

* Mr. Taylor writes of this building:—

“ On the opposite side there is a building precisely similar, but of no usc
whatever, except as & proof of the eense of balance and symmetry which actuated
the whole design.” But as its very name implies, it was built for an object,
namely, the assemblage of the people before the time of })rayers and before the
oeremc;nies observed oti the anniversaries of the death of the Emperor and his
consort.

15
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cven after death. But his subsequent captivity prevented the
execution of his design, and, when he died, his austerc son,
Aurangzeb, as has been already noted, buried him by the side
of his wife, observing “ My father catertained a great affection
for my mother; so let his last resting place be close to hers.”
Thus, in the words of Mr., Taylor, “ Fatc conceded to Love what
was denied to vanity.”

ﬁgglﬁfgh‘;" The sight of the Taj by moonlight is most entrancing. The
whole structure appears to sparkle like a diamond in the bright
slanting rays; and the purc white dome, raised on a marble pave-
went, viewed from a distance, looks like a brilliant pearl on a
silvery plate. The decorations on the marble wall seem like so
many gems set on an ornament, while the calm stream Howing
by its side, coupled with the soft shadow cast around by the trees,
adds to the loveliness of the scene. Nothing but a whispering
breeze breaks the surrounding calm.

g'fh:hdee‘;'li‘ﬁ. Recent writers differ as to the origin and conception of the
design of the Taj. Some supposc that it was plauned by an
Italian artist, and others that a French artist was the author of
the exquisite inlaid work on marble which is to be scen here in
the highest perfection, The court of Shdh Jahdn was visited by
the French travellers, Bernier and Tavernier, and they have given
a full account of the building in their respective Travels.
Tavernier saw the commencement and completion of the Taj, and
Bernier came to India only five years after it had been finished.
If “a‘nly of their countrymen, or if any European artist, had been
the author of the design, it iswnot at all likely that they would
have omitted mention of it in their chronicles, and would not
have been the first to give them the credit which might have
been justly duc to them. But not even an allusion to it has
been made by them in the accounts they have furnished to
posterity of the results of their inspection of this wonderful
building. Moreover, the Taj itself affords the best evidence that
it owes its existence to no foreign design. “One look at it,”
writes an English author, ‘ ought to assure any intelligent man,
that this is false, nay, impossible from the very nature of the

ttispurely thing. The Taj is the purest Saracenic in form, proportions and

Oriental. ornamental designs, If that were not sufficient, we have stil
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the name of the Moslem architect sculptured upon the building.”
Another English writer observes : “ The idea stamped upon the.
building is entirely Mohammedan and Oriental.” The idea is in
perfect accord with the love of symmetry characteristic of the
Moslem nations, and the Taj is most assuredly the highest work
of art of Saracenic style, the very marvel of mausoleums,

The building of the Taj was commenced in 1G30, or one year Date of
after the death of Mumtaz Mahal. The date of the completion B:;‘;‘,“"g and
of the building, inseribed on the front gateway, is 1037 (1648).

It thus took eighteen* years to complete. The cost was threo
millions sterling.

The silver gates of the Mausoleum, which were removed and Silver gates.
melted down by the Jats, alone cost Rs. 1,27,000.

We are told in the Badshal Namal that, in 1042 A.H. (1632 Solid gold
AD), a fence or enclosure of solid gold studded with gems was fence.
placed around the Empress's sarcophagus. It was made under
the directions of Bebadal Khan, the Superintendent of the -
Royal Kitchen (Khdsd Sharifd), and was a pertect specimen of
the art of Indian jewelry. It weighed forty thousand tolahs of
pure gold and was valued at six lakhs of rupees. The interior of
the Mausolecum was decorated with a variety of chandeliers,
candles, and ornamental lamps, lanterns of various sizes, shades and
colors, which had cost lakhs of rupees, and which, coupled with the
highly-finished carpets of Tehran and Constantinople that were
spread on the floor, made the place resemble a fairy scene, or
a paradise on earth.

In the year 1052 A H. (1642 A D.) the golden palisade above-
mentioned was removed, as it was feared that gold in such mass
would be ‘exposed to the danger of theft by ill-disposed people, and
in its stead the present net work of marble, previously referred
to, was put up.t This structure, which in elegance and beauty isa
master-piece of sculpture, was, according to the Badshah Nama
prepared in a period of ten years, ata cost of fifty thousand'
rapecs. In 1720 a sheet of pearls, made by Shéh Jahdn for

s According to Tavernier, 22 years, which, no doubt, includes th i
the construction of the buildings attached to the Taj, the Carca:un Sgr:e?‘a’;::?d of

* See page 110 ante,
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covering the tomb of Mumtaz Mahal, at a cost of lakhs of
rupees was removed. ¥

“I witnessed,” says Tavernier, “the commencement and
accomplishment of this great work, on which they have
expended twenty-two years, during which twenty thousand
men worked incessantly; this is sufficient to enable one to realise
that the cost of it has been cnormous. It is said that the
scaffoldings alone cost more than the entire work, because, from
want of wood, they had all to be made of brick, as well as
the supports of the arches; this has entailed much labour and
a heavy expenditure. Shdh Jahdn began to build his own
tomb on the other side of the river, but the war which he
had with his sons, interrupted his plans, and Aurangzeb, who
reigns at present, is not disposed to complete it. An eunuch
in command of 2,000 men guards both the tombs of Begam and
the Tasemacan, to which it is near at hand.”

The Persian historians of Shdh Jahdn have given full lists
of the workmen from diverse countries who assisted in the
building of the T4j, and of the materials used, as well as their
dimensions and price. We give only a summary of these here,
from a manuscript Persian work called the Turikh-i-Tdj Mahal,
in possession of the Khddims, or hereditary custodians of the
mausoleum.

The chief architect was Ustad Isd, called the Naksha Nawis,
or the plan-drawer; his salary was Rs. 1,000 a month. His son,
Mohamed Sharif, was employed as an architect on Rs. 500 a
month, The passages from the Koran in the Tughra characters,
inscribed on different parts of the building, were executed by
the Illuminator, Amanat Khan of Shirdz, who received a salary
of Rs. 1,000 a month. His name is found inscribed in bold
Tughra characters on the right hand side as the tomb is entered.
It is thus given after the date, A. H. 1048, “The humble fakir
Amanat Khan of Shirdz.” The master mason was one Mohamed
Hanif, from Baghddd, also on Rs. 1,000 a month. There were
also Ismail Khan, the architect of the dome, a resident of Ruim
(Asiatic Turkey), on Rs. 200 a month ; Mohamed Khan, writing

* See page 54 ante.
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master of Baghddd, on Rs. 200 ; Mannu Beg Pachikar, or worker
:n Mosaic, of Ruém, on Rs. 780 ; Manohar Singh, of Balkh, on
Rs. 200; Mannu Lal, of Candhar, on Re. 200 ; Din Mohamed, of
Peshawar, on Rs. 80; Mohamed Usuf, of Akbarabdd, on Rs. 100;
Kdyam Khan, pinnacle maker, of Lahote, on Rs. 695; and a
great many others from Turkey, Persia, Delhi, Catack and the
Punjab, who received salaries ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 500
a month,

According to the Badshal Nama, the buildings of the Tgi«‘zlgll:::igft?;‘;
were constructed under the superintendence of Makramat Khan building.
and Mir Abdul Karim, at a cost of 50 lakhs of rupces. The
suburbs developed into a large town which was called Mumtaz- frl;ec;}‘l‘;g“’f
abdd, The incowme of thirty villages in Pargana Huveli, a sub- Mumtazabac
division of Agra, with a revenue of forty lakhs dams or one lakh
per annum, was set apart for the maintenance of the mausolenm-

In addition to this, the income of all the shops, streets and seraes f;‘gg:ef:‘:ng
attached to the mausoleum, and amounting to two lakhs of rupees fef\ﬂ:ea':(%‘;:
per annum, was assigned for its maintenance, the savings from establish-
this expense being applied towards dcfraying the salaries and ments.

allowances of servauts of the institution and officials attached to it.

The white marble came from Jeypur in Rajputana; the Themateri
yellow from the banks of the Narbada ; a square yard of this cost 222}\";?’.‘3({"(
IRts. 40. The black marble came from a place called Charkok (four material.
hills) ; a square yard of this cost Rs. 90. Crystal from China,
one square yard Rs. 570; jasper fiom the Punjab; cornelian
from Baghddd; turquoises from Thibet; agate from Yaman;
lapis lazuli from Ceylon; the square yard cost Rs. 1,156 ; coral
from Arabia and the Red Sea ; garnets from Bundelkhand ; Dia-
monds from Panna in Bundclkhand. The plum-pudding stone
from Jesselmer ; rock spar from Narbada ; the loadstone from
Gwalior; the onyx from Persia; the chalcedony from Vilayat ;
the nmethyst fror Persia; sapphires from Lanka (Ceylon,) and
the red sandstone, of which 1,14,000 cart loads were used, came
from Fatehpur Sikri. Many other stones were also used in the
work of inlay which have no Euglish name. Many of the
precious stones have been picked out by the Jéts. Most of the
stones were received as tribute from the tributary ruling Chiefs of
India, while many were received as presents.
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No building in the civilized world has been the subject of
8o much enthusiastic admiration on the part of writers and
travellers of diverse countries and nationalities as the T4j at
Agra, Human taste and human ideas alwaysdiffer. Yet his-
torians of the East and poets of the West have united in eulogizing
it ssplendour as the most magnificent architectural monument ever
raised by the vanity of man, Travellers from the remotest parts
of the globe have been equally enthusiastic in its praise.

It may be interesting to know, first of all, what the opinion of
the founder himself was of this edifice, which he left in the world
asa glory and monument of his genius, thus leaving an everlasting
stamp of his passionate love for his departed wife on the earth’s
surface, and also of his pride and vanity.

The following cloquent poems of Shdh Jahdn’s own composi-
tion in praise of the Taj are reproduced from the pages of the
Badshal Nama of Mulla Abdul Hamid of Lahore:—
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How excellent the sepulchre of the lady of Bilgis's * fame
That a cradle for the body of the Princess of the world boeame.

* Bilgis was a queen of the city of Saba in Yaman in the time of Solomon the
Prophet., She was famous for her beauty and was a fire-worshipper. Solomon, ac-
rding to the Mussalman writers, sent her_a letter inviting her to renounce the
faith of her ancestors and embrace that of his own. He sent this letter through a
llx)ooptlmotbml1 \ghxch acted as v{; ?e?s.en?;er.l Tlsnls\ Queen presented herself to the
rophet and became & convert to his faith. e beca i
Prophet. Hafiz, the celebrated poet of Shiraz, e e concubine of the
message of hoopoo to the city of Saba ;=

S Lim yAlpa Ulys 00 00 0f (o lys by Fa&f Jsa ¥ o
Hail mind ! for once more has blown the morning breeze ;
The hoopoo from the city of Saba has brought tge happy tidings,

has said with reference to the
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Like the gaiden of heaven a brilliant spot,

Full of fragrance like paradise franght with ambergris.

1n the breadth of its court perfumes from the nose-gay of swectlioart
rise,

The nymphs of paradise use their eyc-lids for c¢leaning its threshold.

Its walls and gates glitter with gems,

The air is there fresh and delightful like the biilliancy of pearl.

The architect of this sacred cdifice

Brought water for it from the fountain of gruce.

On this sacred edifice of high renown

Showers of mercy are ever pouring.

Sliould guilty seek asylum here,

Like one pardoned, he becomes free from sin.

Should a sinner make his way to this mansion,

All his past sins are sure to be washed away.

The sight of this mansion creates sorrowing sighs

And mukes sun and moon shed tears fromn their eyes.

1n this world this cdifice has been made

To display thercby the Creator’s glory.

As was to be expected, Shdh Jahdn, in praising the edifice, his
own creation, has written in hyperbolic style, and, according to
the fashion of the time, composed his poecms in figurative
language ; ncvertheless, they show the warmth of his heart, and
that he fully recalized the idea of the greatuess of the mau-
solcum which he has left to posterity, a wonder of the world, and
a gorgeous and glorious gift to this splendid Empire.

Sir William Hunter takes the beautiful domes of the Taj for
‘“a dream of marble.” “ The Taj,” says he, “ recpresents the most
highly elaborated stage of ornamentation reached by the Indo-
Mohammedan builders, the stage in which the architcct ends and
the jeweller begins.” Bayard Taylor describes it as “ a thing of
perfect beauty and of absolute finish; in every detail it might
pass for the work of genii who knew naught of the weakness and
ills with. which mankind are besct.”

. “Itistoopure,” saysa writer, “too holy to be the work of
human hands. Angcls must have brought it from hecaven, and
a glass case should be thrown ovcr it to preserve it from every

breath of air.”

A Russian artist describes it as “a lovely woman, abuse her as
you please, but the moment you come into her presence, you
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submit to its fascination.” Mr. Keenc on this remarks : * Admit-
ting that there is something slight and effeminate in the gencral
design which cannot be altogether obliterated or atoned for by
the beauty of decoration, the simile seems just and calls to mind
the familiar couplet in the Rape of the Lock.

¢If to her share some female crrors fall,

¢ Look in her face and you'll forget them all.””

In the words of Bishop Hcber, « though cverything is finished

like an ornament for a drawing room chimncy-piece, the general
effect produced is rather solemn and impressive than gaudy.”

Mr. James Fergusson writes of it,  With its purity of material
and grace of form, the Taj may challenge comparison with any
creation of the same sort in the world. Its beauty may not be
of the highest class, but in its class it is unsurpassed.” As ob-
served by a writer, “ while the sepulchral works adorning the
valley of the Nilc will be regarded as wonders of art for their soli-
dity of construction and sublimity of conception, the Taj at Agra
shall always call forth the admiration of mankind for its being
the most cxquisite specimen of human architecture and the most
gorgeous romance of wedded love.” “I asked my wife,” says
Sleeman, “ when she had gone over it, what she thought of the
building ? I cannot,” said she, ‘tell you what I think, for I
know not how to criticise such a building, but I can tell
you what I feel; I would die to-morrow to havesuch another

It has been truly said of the Taj that “itis in architecture

what the Venus de Medici is in sculpture, or Shakespearc in
poetry.”

“No description, however vivid or precise,” observes the
Reverend French, “no colouring, however brilliant or varied,
even if supplemented with paintings or drawings, can give one
a correct idea of the Taj for its nobleness, an cdifice unparalleled
in the annals of Eastern architecture.”

leo parting  Having once come in contact with this marvel of monuments,
scene. o, o A .

it is uot without some reluctancc that one severs hiinself from a

spot made 8o lovely by art and so rich and attractive by memories,
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A visitor thus paints his impressions of a parting sight: “One
returns and returns to it with undiminished pleasure, and though
at every return one’s attention to the smaller parts becomes less
and less, the pleasure which he derives from the contemplation
of the greater of the whole collectively seems to increase, and he
leaves it with a feeling of regret that he could not have it all his
life within his reach and with the assurance that the image of
what he has seen can never be obliterated from his mind while
memory holds ler scat.”

We close our imperfect description and feeble outline of this
gem of Eastern architecture with the following poetical produc-
tions of lady authors in praisc of the mausoleum :—

O thou ! whose great imperial mind could raise
This splendid trophy to n woman’s praise !

If love or grief inspired the bold design,

No mortal joy or sorrow equalled thine !

Slecp on secure ! this monument shall stand,
When desolation’s wing sweeps over the land,
By time and death in one wide ruin hurl’d,
The last triumphant wonder of the world.”

Pure ag Mumtaza’s spotless fane,
The unsullied marble shines ;

Rich as her lord’s unrivalled love,
The wreathes that deck their shrines.

On fanes more glorious I have gazed,
Witness St. Petcer’s dome ;

And costlier gems shine bright around
The Medician tomb.

But this Love’s temple—beaunteous pile,
The pride of Eastern art !

This boasts the present deity,

That seizes on the heart.

All ruling Power ! to thee we bend,
Thy potent charm we own,

This structure, simple, graceful, pure,
Oh! this is Love's alone !

# By Lady Nugent, wife of Sir George Nugent, late Commander-in-Chief.

4+ By Mra. C. Fagan, the wife of Col. C. Fagan, Adjutant-General under Lord
Combermere,

16
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No Eastern prince for wealth or wisdom famed,
No mortal hands this heanteons fabric framed.
In death’s cold arms the {air Mumtaza slept,
And sighs over Jumna’s winding waler crept,
Pears such as angels weep, with fragrance filled,
Around her grave in pearly drops distilled.
There fixed for ever firm, congealed they stand,
A fairy fabric, pride of India’s land,

't'l:zlst Mf\zli- The first anniversary of the death of Mumtdz Mahal took place
crsary arter .
dmth.y in the month of Zikad, 1041 A. 11, (1631 A.D.). According to

the Badshal Nama, grand preparations were made on the oceasion
in the Taj Mahal. The oflicials of the Royal household
( Mutasaddian-i-Bayulal), acting under the king’s order,
adorned the courtyard of the mausoleum with superb tents and
costly Shamianas. All the princes of blood royal and the Amdrs
and grandecs at the metropolitan city assembled to do honour to
the cccasion. So did all the learned men of the faith, the
Sheillis, the Ulamas and the Ilafizes (those who recollect the
Koran by heart). The grandees took their scats according to
rank under the Shamiana, and the Emperor graced the assembly
with his prescnce. At Llis Majesty’s command, Yaminuddouia
Asif Khan, the father of the lamented linpress, took his seat along
with Mohamed Ali Beg, the Persian cnvoy. A table-cloth having
been then spread, the most magnilicent dinner, cousisting of a
variety of delicious foods, swectmeats, and fruits, was served to
the guests assembled, and verses from the Kordn were read and
prayers offered for the bencefit of the soul of the deceased. Out
of one lakh of rupecs set apart for distribution as alms to the poor
assembled on the occasion, fifty thousand were distributed the
same day, while the remaining tifty thousand were distributed on
the following day. It was also ordered that, on the anniversary
of each successive year, fifty thousand rupecs be spent in alms
when His Majesty should be in the metropolis, but when he
should be out in camp, then a sum of rupces twelve thousand
should be spent for the purpose.

Shih Jahins  Whenever the King was in the metropolis, he attended the

visita to the . . . . .
mausolenm. _anniversary of his queen in the company of his affectionate

daughter, the Begam Sahib, and the ladies of the karem. The

* Anonymous.
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fadies occupicd the central platform,. being concealed from the
public gaze by Kanats, or screens of red cloth and velvet, while
the Amirs assembled under Shamianas which were pitched for
the occasion. The fixed sum’ of rupees fifty thousand was on
cach occasion distributed in alms, half on the day of the anniver-
gary and half on the following day.

>
Pcople asscmbled on the occasion of the anniversary from all
parts of India.

FATTEHPUR SIKRI.

About 23 miles south-west of Agra and 14 miles from the ?:{zéglgltl
Bhartpur fort lic the wmagnificent ruins of Fattchpur Sikri, the Sikri.
Windsor of Agra, the imperial residence of Akbar, It is situated
on the same line as the old Moghnl road, aud crosses, on the way,
some ancient irrigation works and bridges now no longer in use.
Fattchpur Sikii, now a muuicipal town of the Karowli Tebsil, or
Sub-Division of Agra, derives its name from two villages that lie
close to cach other.  Sikri, once a lonely hamlet, is adorned with
substantial buildings, prominent among which is that belonging to
the descendants of the chicf architect who superintended the
construction of the palaces for which Fattehpur is justly famous.
Fattchpur was the name given to it by the Emperor Akbar, in
honour of the birth there of his son Salem, afterwards Jahangir.
In the Ain-i-Akbari, Fatehpur, alias Sikri, is mentioned as one of
the 42 Parganas, or Sub-Divisious, of the Suba (Province) of Agra
called the Daral Khilafat,

At was a dependency of the Sirkar of Biana, comprising 33 Account n

. L. .. . the Ain-i-
mdhals.  Abul Fazl thus uotices it in the Ain-i-Akbari;— A‘lfbau‘-?. '

“ Fattehpur Sikri, a village of Diana, is sitnated at a distance
of twelve kos from the Darul-Khilafat. Through the auspices of
Iis Majesty it has become one of the most magnificent cities of
the world. A fort of sandstone has been founded here, and on
one of its gates have Leen placed two clephant statues. Tt has
been embellished with lofty cdifices, On the summits of Lills have
been constructed the Royal palace and the housoes of the grandcecs
of the Empire, while the plains overlooked by the hills are
adorned with numecrous summer houses and sumptuous gardens.
By th¢ command of His Majesty a mosque, school and mausoleum
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have been built on the hills, and they are of such beauty and
elegance that, according to persons who have travelled through
the world, there are few edifices on earth which can equal them in
magnificence. Close to the city are extensive hunting grounds on
which His Majesty bhas laid out a cricket ground and built
a tower from which he witnesses the combats of elephants,
Here is a mine of red sandstone out of which stones for
pillars and flanks can be cut in such quantity as may
be wished. Through the auspices of the Asylum of the
Universe, cloth and silk textures of excellent quality can be
manufactured here, and the artizans of all classes arc tkriving.”

In the record of the 1Gth ycar of the reign (1571 A.D.) Abul
Fazl gives an account of the buildings at Fattehpur Sikri. He
writes :—Sikri, a dependency of Biana, became the chief city (Misre
jama). The Emperor of the world, who has the good of his
subjects at heart, directed his attention towards the embellishment
of this place. Sikri being the fortunate place of the birth of Royal
Princes and being the residence of Sheik Salem the chosen of
God, His Majesty resolved on fixing his royal residence here, as
well as making it the abode of the grandees of the Empire. Accord-
ingly under orders of His Majesty, royal palaces of great beauty
and magnificence were built here, and the nobles of all rank
constructed elegant edifices for their residence. Order was also
given to lay the foundations of a fort of red sandstone. In
a short time, Sikri became a great city with mausoleums, college
and public baths ; a bazar was built of stone, and the grounds in
the environs were laid out with fine gardens, canals and aqueducts.
The city became the envy of the great cities of the world. His
Majesty gave it the namnc Fattehabad, but the place came in time
to be called Fattehpur by the people, and the Emperor accorded
his sanction to that name.

The fort of Agra was commenced in the 10th year of Akbar’s
reign, or in 1566 A.D., and it was not until the commencement
of the 14th year of the reign, or three ycars later, that Fattehpur
Sikri was selected as a royal residence. Traces of fortifications
that had been begun are still to be seen at the last-mentioned
place, and it was the intention of the Emperor to build his entire
metropolis there. For the next 17 years, or until the 31st year of
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the reign (1586 A.D.), he held his court at Fattehpur Sikri, which 15 called and

becomes the

came to be styled in public correspondence the Darul Khilafat, and Dacal 6,
Agra was the nominal capital. Whenever the Emperor get out cn 1360 “to- 1536

expeditions, he left his wives and family at Fattehpur Sikri, his
favourite place of residence. Abul Fazl in the Akbarnamah gives
a graphic account of the arrivals of His Majesty at Fattchpur after
long journeys and the way in which he was greeted by the members
of his houschold, the royal princes and the nobles on such
occasions. When, after quelling the disturbance at Gujrat, raised
by Mirza Hussain (when he performed the marvellous journcy of
more than 450 miles with such cclerity that, in spite of the season,
he collected an army and rcached the seat of war on the ninth day
from leaving Agra), he returned to Agra, after an abscuce of only
43 days (on Monday, the 6th of October 15673), the return of the
royal camp was madc an occasion of great rcjoicings. As the
Emperor approached his favourite residence, Sikri, he mounted
his war-horse, a grey charger with henna-stained maue and tail,
gracefully holding his spear in his hand.  Beforc him marched his
body-guard and his royal comrades with lances adorned with
golden balls on the top. The cntirc royal houschold and the
Amirs, who had been left behind, came out to the foot of the hills
to greet him. Intensc was the joy and enthusiasm that prevailed.
The uproar of the acclamations and the strains of music from the
portals of the grand mosque filled the air and aunounced the
news of victory far and wide. It may be interesting to describe
the cvent in the author’s own beautiful language.  Abul Fazl
says :—
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« At onc watch before sunset His Majesty came to Fattehpur,
the seat of the Empire, like health in life and soul in body.
Fresh waters came into the brook,and the world became like
a garden. Their Highnesses the Begams, the princes of high dig-
nity and the secluded inmates of the chaste household, gained
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honour and prosperity by beholding His Majesty’s countenance.
The ceremonics of offering were performed in the best style, and
the cyes of those who had longed for an interview acquired in-
creased brightness.”

An arrival after an absence of ten months in the Punjab is thus
cclebrated in the pocms of Mulla Fyzi quoted by his brother Abul
Fazl in the same work :
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The breeze of joy is scented from Fattchpur,
For my King is coming from a long journcy.

Ilow prosperous Ilis Majesty’s arrival, for every moment
from the heart of the people

A thousand joys arc displayed.
May his arrival be fortunate to the world, O Fazi,

For the whole people are coming to greet him.

His Majesty entered Fattchpur through a via triumphalis ot
nobles and clephants, and was greeted by troops, dancers and
performers and moved to the sound of the martial drum.

The rebellion of his half brother, Mohammad Hakim Mirza, to
whom Akbar had given the kingdom of Kabul, aud his incursions
into the Panjab, compelled Akbar to move from Fattchpur to
Lahore, which for fourtecn years enjoyed the distinction of being
the capital of the Empire. It was not until the 43rd ycar of the
reign, or 1598 A.D., when the Emperor returned to Hindustan, that
Agra became the real capital.  The reasons which led 1lis
Majesty ultimately to choose Agra for his metropolis have been
deseribed elsewhere®*  From 1598 to 1605, when Akbar died, he
held his court at Agra, though Fattchpur continued to be his
favourite residence. Fattchpur was, properly speaking, Akbar’s
Windsor, Agra his London.  The gateways are called respectively
Delhi, Lal Agra, Ajucre, Tahira, Surajpol and Chandanpol.

Allami Sheikh Abul Fazl, in giving an account of the
14th ycar of Akbar’s reign, informs us in the Akbarnamak

* 8Seo the closing portion of these accounts.
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that about this time His Majesty, having, through Sheikh
Mohammad ~ Bokhari, Iakim-ul-mulk and other grandecs
who had access to the royal throme, heard of the religious
fame and piety of Sheikh Salem of Sikri, resolved to
lodge the members of the royal seraglio close to the residence
of the vencrable Sheikh at that village, expecting that the
spiritual power of the holy man, combined with the sanctity
of the place, would result in his being blessed with a son.
‘ Before that time,” writes the talented historian, ‘the Emperor
had scveral children born to him, but in the mysterious
wisdom of the creator, they had all travelled to the world
of cternity ; unthinking people attributed this to the unlucki-
ness of the locality; and the King, wishing to shut the
mouth of triflers with the scal cof silence, determined on a
change of place. The choice falling on TFattchpur, the Dar-ul-
khilafat, a son was born to the Emperor at an auspicious
hour, by the Hindu princess, Mariam-uz-Zamani,* daughter
of Raja Behari Mal of Amber in the Soobah of Ajmer, sister
to Raja Bhagwan Das and aunt of Kour Man Singh.’

Fattchpur was in those days connected with Agra by a long
Bazar. Akbar, having hecard the happy tidings at Agra, forth-
with repaired to Fattchpur, where great rcjoicings took place
in honour of the cvent. All the life convicts and prisoners
throughout the Empire were sct at liberty and merriment
and gaiety was the order of the day. The newly born prince
was named Salem, after the holy man whose prayers were
supposcd to have had the cffect of bringing about the happy

event.

Jahangir, in his autobiography, relates the incidents connect-
ed with his birth and the fourdation of Fattchpur thus:—

“Up to the age of 28 no children born to my father remained
alive. He therefore always had rccourse to the Darweshes and
hermits, who are ever near to the Almighty, and implored them
for the gift of a child who should live. The venerable Khwaja
Moinuddin, surnamed Chishti, being the head of most of the

* Akbar married her at Sambhar. She died in Rajub 1032 A. H. (1622 A. D.).
She must not be confounded with Jodh Bai, the Hindu wife of Jubangir, the
daughter of Moth Raja of Jodhpur.

Great rejoic-
ings.

Jahangir's
account.
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saints of India, His Majesty, in order to gain the desired end,
conceived the idea of having recourse to his blessed threshold.
He therefore made a vow to himself that, should God the
Most High endow him with a son, he would travel on foot
from Agra to the mausoleum of his holiness, a distance of 140
kos, to pay his homage to it. It so pleased God that I was
born on Wedunesday, the 17th of Rabi ul Awal 977 A. H.
During the time when my father was desirous of being endowed
with a child, therc lived on a hill near Sikri, a village of
Agra, a Darwesh, Shekh Salem, a perfect devotee and a
man of very advanced years. People living in the vicinity
of the hill had great respect for his spiritual powers. My
father, who had much confidence in the Darweshes, made the
acquaintance of the Shekh. One day, as the Shekh was in a
state of excessive cnthusiasm and rapture, he asked him how many
sons he would have. The Fakir answered :(—* The bestower who
maketh his gift unsolicited will endow thee with three sons’ My
father rcjoined :—‘ I make a vow to place my first born son in your
lap and consign him to your care, so that you may become his
protector and guardian” The Shekh consented to this and
exclaimed: ‘Hail! I, on my part, give him my own name.’
When my mother was about to be confined, she was sent to
the Shekh’s house in order that my birth should take place
there. When I was born, I was named Sultan Salem. Bus
I mnever heard my father call me, either in a state of
consciousness or unconsciousness, by the name Mohammad Salem,
or Sultan Salem. While speaking to me, he always called
me Shekhu Baba.

My revered father, regarding the village of Sikri, my birth-
place, as fortunate for himself, made it his capital, and in the
course of fourteen or fifteen years the hills and deserts which
abounded in beasts of prey, became converted into a magnificent
city comprising numerous gardens, elegant edifices and pavilions
and other places of great attraction and beauty. After the
conquest of Gujrat, the village was named Fattehpur.”

Akbar fulfilled his vow by performing a pilgrimage on foot
from Agra to Ajmere, where the shrine of the saint Moinuddin
Chishti is.
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In modern times Fattehpur Sikri is famous as the seat of g:;:‘:fi"l‘““
one of the grandest groups of ancient architectural remains in Upper
India. Nowhere in the whole of India is to be found collected
in one spot such a collection of ancient buildings and monuments
of all shapes and sizes and of such solidity, massiveness and ex-
cellence, still, for the most part, in a state of perfect preservation,
as is to be seen at this place. Their stability is accounted for by
the circumstance that they arc built of the most substantial mate-
rials and durable cement. According to one authority, ‘the adhesive
qualities of the latter have surprised engineers and puzzled even
chemists in their endeavours to analyze the various ingredients of
which it is composed’ The deserted palacesand court rooms are
specimens of the most elaborate carving. As remarked by an
aeute observer :—‘ It is a wilderness of sculpture, where invention
seems to have been taxed to the utmost to produce new combina-
tions of ornaments. Everything is carved in a sandstone so fine
that, except where injurcd by man, it appears nearly as sharp as
when first chiselled.’

It is a dead city ; an unburied Pompeii. Although the build- The buildings
ings have stood deserted for nearly three hundred years, they :?lll,,i','g:c?'“
are still in a state of perfect preservation, and produce the most preservation,
vivid impression on the mind of the visitor. The graceful originality
of the design and the splendour and beauty of the architecture
create an exalted idea of the founder and bring before the eye
a lively image of the splendour of the great Mughal. The
animated picture of ancient grandeur thus brought before the
observer requires no great force of imagination to picture Akbar,
his harem and his court in occupation of these lovely courts and
palaces.

The architectural remains of Fattehpur Sikri, about six or Their extent.
seven miles in circuit and surrounded by a battlemented lofty
wall of red sandstoue, are situated on the extremity of a low
range of hills. Approaching the ruins from the Eastern, or Agra,
direction over a fair road which iseasily traversed by dawk-
ghary, the first object which greets the traveller’s eye is & spaci-
ous gateway, on either side of which are dwellings in a state of The gatewsy.
dilapidation and long since deserted. Musing on the sad
solemnity of the scene, you toil up a deep ascent, with long

17
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ranges of 1nins and the remains of palaces and habitations ; some
in tolerably good condition, others shapeless masses of hewn stone.
The mint.  On one sidc are a scries of vaulted chambers, known as the mint,
The Hall of andon the other a hall, said to be the Hall of Accounts. To the
Account. left of the mint is a spacious quadrangle, 360 feet by 180, with
a series of cloisters on its four sides, supported by columns of
free sandstone. This forms the court of the Dewan-i-Am, or
The Dewan-i- the Hall of Public Audience, a small hall with a wide verandah
Aw. overlooking the court. The colonnade afforded accommodation
to the vast multitude who assembled here to pay their homage
to the Emperor, or to present petitions before him, or represent
their gricvances, or witness the administration of justice by
onc of the greatest monarchs who ever wielded the sceptre of
this great Empire. Akbar took his royal seat in the small
oblong balcony on one side of the court or stood, as he was
accustomed to do, in the vestibule, to reccive the salutations
of the crowds who assembled there, thus gaining the confidence
of all his subjects. Here were slso held parades of men at
arms and of animals.

The Record  Fassing through a narrow passage, we come across another

Office. wide court, to the left of which is a spacious building of red
granite, now used as a rest-house for travellers, but formerly the
Emperor’s Record Office (Daftarkhana).
H"},]%h" © Alittle further on is a paved courtyard, 210 feet by 120, with
anal.

a corridor, or suite of chambers, supporting all round an upper
.tier, or range of rooms, having cupolas at the four angles. This
-is the Emperor’s Palace, or Khas Mahal, ‘

The outer walls of trellis work of white marble and red graniée

.o : that concealed the royal inmates from the public view, have

all disappeared; but the remains of the screens are still to be

“traced due cast to the oppositc angle. On the south of the

-courtyard is the khwabgah, or King's sleeping chamber, a square

3"“: Khawb _of less than fiftecn feet, wherc the Emperor and his wives took
their siesta after a dinner time.

It is surmounted by the royal bed-room, a small chamber of

15 feet square, but of singular beauty and simplicity, It has

four doors, one on each side, over cach of which is inscribed a
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hemistich in Persian, the whole forming a stanza complimentary
to the Royal occupant. It is as follows :—

) Wl 96 8 lw &3 Iy olyal UbyS
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‘ The janitor of Paradise may see his face in thy chamber floor,
The dust of thy court is collyrium for the light of the cycs.

The palacc of the King is in every respect bettor than sublime
paradise—

It is beyond question, what is heaven compared to it ?

North-west of the Khas Mahal is a small mosquc intended phe Ladies'
as a chapel for the royal ladics, aud a suite of chambers which Chapel.
were uscd as a hospital.  Oun the east are the apartments known
as those of Istamboli Begam, the Emperor's Turkish wife. The 11000 of Is.
palace last named comprises specimens of the most eluborate carv- g‘;‘l‘;{"’“ Be-
ing and workmanship, representing highly imaginative scenes from
nature and art. Therc arc to be scen the forest scencry, the
Himalayas, the lovely birds of the hill regions, the wild beasts
of the jungle, altcrnate with the sprawuuyg dragons of China,
the palm trees of Africa, the vine and other fruit trecs of India,
wreaths of tlowers and bunches of grapes hanging over the doors
in festoons. The pillars vutside are decorated with representa-
tions of trees and flowers of various kinds in bold relief,

To the right of the Emperor’s palace, or Khas Mahal, and ad- ¢ Sonehri
joining it, is the building known as the Sonchri Manzil, or the Manzil.
golden palace, an upper roomed squarc pavilion, now no lenger
embellished with golden ornamcuts or gilt dccorations, The in-
terior walls are covered with paintings in fresco. Therc are the
_ scenes of the adventures of the hero Rustam, as described in the
. Shéhndm4 ; the history of the Persian kings in poetry, by Fir-

dousi, the celcbrated poet of Mahmud the Ghiznivide Sultan, a
work of which Akbar was particularly foud. The uiches and
arches over the doors and windows contain scencs and pictures
of various churacter, but chiefly of religious significance. The
house was once decorated throughout with gildings and paintings,
. within and without, the arches of the verandahs being inscribed
- with eloquent couplets by Fazi, Lrother of Abul Kazl, but all
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these have been obliterated. The zeal of the modern Moslems
bas destroyed many carved figures and images, but traces of
them are still visible.

Akbarsviews  The art of painting is not encouraged by Mohamadanism, on

painting. the ground that man, however skilled in art, is imperfect, and
his knowledge of the nature and beauties of God’s vast creation,
however advanced in comparison with particular sections of the
human community, is defective, and that it is idle to imitate the
works of God and attempt making likenesses of them. Akbar, who
was a man of broad principles, did not share such conservative
views. From his early youth His Majesty showed a great pre-
dilection for the art of painting and gave it every encouragement,
for he looked upon it as a means of both culture and amusement.
Abul Fazl, in the Ain, has written iutcresting notes regarding
Akbar’s views on thcart. One day, ata private party, when the
subject of Musalman views on the subject was being discussed,
His Majesty observed that painters, in his opinion, had peculiar
means of recognising God and appreciating his perfections.
“ A painter,” continued he, “in sketching anything that bas
life and in designing parts of a living subject, must come
to feel that he is incapable of real creation, and thus his
mind is turned to God, the Bestower of life, and the know-
ledge of his heart is enlarged.” His Majesty himself sat for
his likeness and the likenesses of all the grandees of the realm were
taken. He had more than one hundred painters in his employ.

The palace s  Lhe chief feature in the ornamentation and architecture of
identleal  the Sonehri Manzil is a Greck Cross, and the remains, on one of the
:ﬂ“i‘m’l doors of an Annunciation, the figure of the Virgin and an angel,
ouse, . .- . .
parts of which only can be now traced. Tradition ascribes this
valace as the abode of Akbar’s Christian wife, one Bibi Mariam ;
and the guides assert she wasa Portuguese lady. Certain writers
seem to entertain doubts, whether Akbar married a Christian
lady at all. It is not likely, they urge, that a fact so significant
would have been omitted in contemporary histories like the
Akbarpama and the Tabakat-i-Akbari. It must, however, be
borne in mind that the works above referred to, notwithstanding
the elaborate manner in which they have treated their subject,
cannot be assumed to contain full information of all that Akbar
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did. The tendency in the historians of the Mohamadan period to
omit from their works mention of all incidents which in their
estimation reflected unfavourably on the doings of their sovereigns,
or which were otherwise considered to be distasteful according
to the tendency of the age, requires no explanation. Wheeler
‘on the authority of the Revd. John Robson, seems to admit
that Akbar married a Christian wife, known as Mariam, or Mary.
*The palace of Mariam’, writes the author, ‘is still shown at
Fattehpur Sikri’* Abul Fazl, in the Akbarnama (Vol. III),
notices the garden of ‘Mariam Makani, wife of Akbar, as being
situated at a distance of four kos from Fattehpur, styled the Darul
Khilafat (or Capital). The Emperor used to go there for the sake
of pleasure, and remained for days in the company of the ladies
of the houschold.

e

It was at Fattchpur Sikri that the gravitations of Akbar to- Portugueu

suits at the
wards Christianity assumed singular intcrest. He invited Christian court of

Fathers from the Portugucse Settlement at Goa to bis court at gxk::hl%g
Fattehpur to instruct him in the holy books. Accordingly three— 4+ -
Agquaviva, Mouselrate, Enriques—baving taken their departure
from Surat in December 1568, were escorted to Fattchpur. The
Fathers describe Akbar as a man of about fifty, of European
. complexion and bearing in his face strong marks of intelligence.
His Majesty received them with every mark of favour and
distinction. Being presented with a polyglot Bible in four
languages and images of Jesus and the Virgin Mary, he placed
the Bible on his head and kissed the images. When asked by the
Jesuits for the Emperor’s protection, he replied :—* What would
you have ? Ihave more crossesin my palace than you in your
Churches.” Saturday evenings were set apart for controversies i the e
between the Fathers and Mullahs, After the disputations, in which Mullahs. -
each party claimed to have gained the victory, wers over, a great
Mohamadan doctor undertook to leap into a furnace with the
Koran in his hand, asserting that he would undergo the horrible
- trial without injury to himself, provided one of the friars did the
same with his Bible, and that this would prove the superiority of
his religion. The friars declined to have resort to such a question-
able criterion of religious faith, and the matter was dropped.
* Akbar was 50 impressed with the doctrines of the Christian faith

* Wheeler's History of India, Vol. I, page 163, Edition of 1875,
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that he instructed Abul Fazl to prepare a translation of the gospel
and ordered prince Morad¥ to take lessons in Christianity.} The
usual Mohamadan formula, Bisimullah irrakman irrakim (I come
mence in the name of God the Merciful), was changed into A%
nami tu Jesus wa Kristw (O thou whose names are Jesus and
Christ) which means ‘O thou whose name i» gracious and blessed.’

- To the above, Sheikh Fazi added the following, to complete the

A chapel
built for th
Christians.

Akba.r;sf
respect for
Christianity.

éc‘ verse. Subhanaka la Siwaka ya hu (We praise thee, there is no
%one besides thee, O God !);

The Fathers built a small chapel for their own use, and that
of the Portuguesc traders and residents in Agra and its
neighbourhood. The detailed narrative of Du Jerrie, one of
the missionaries, has becn fortunately prescrved, and it gives
a clear idea of the doings at the Court of the Great Emperor
at Fattehpur. Thither, we are informed, came Akbar, alone,
without attendants, removed his turban and offercd prayers,
after he had first knelt in the fashion of Christians, then in
his own, that is, according to the mode used by Persian Saracens
(for he clung to the externals of this faith) and finally after
the fashion of the heathen. He compelled his nobles to treat
the missionaries, their pictures, books and services with reverence.
A Portugucse Christian died about the same time, in Fattehpur,
With the permission of the Emperor, his funeral procession,
after the Catholic fashion, was conducted through the streete
of Fattehpur with great pomp. The inhabitants, both Hindus
and Mohamadans, were gratified by the pageantry and participated
in the ceremonies. The Fathers werc also allowed to build a
Hospital.

e

The Jcsuits, judging the Ewmperor front his Christian
tendencies, urged upon him the advisability of winning for
himself the glory of a new hero in religion by formally embracing
Christianity ; but Akbar was inflexible. He assured the Fathers
of the great respect he held for their religion, and that he

* He was born three months after Jahangir (Salem). Having been borr in
the hills of Fattehpur Sikri, he got the nickname Pahari (hill man). He was
then only eight years old.

+ Budaoni I1 256.
Akbar allowed the Fathers to preach Christianity in any part of his Empire,

;{but he did not embrace Christianity himself, saying he waited for the divine illumi.
. nation. It awakened interest in other men besides Akbar, and Abul Fazl and his

" elder brother Abul Faiz seemed to have been greatly influenced by it. Both were
of Sufi persuasion. :
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honoured their church and its many doctrines, still he could
not understand the mystery of the Trinity, and asked with

much concern how it could be that God could have a son who
was a man.

“The heathen,” argued he, “believed their creed to be true, He is i“‘l“i
the Moslem the same, and so, too, the Christians: —-whlch
rehglon are we to believe and which reject ?” The explanations
offered by the holy Fathers failed to make any impression
on the sharp witted Akbar. Du Jerrie laments His Majesty’s
stiff-neckedness and complains that he was never content with
one answer, but drove him over to further enquiries,

“This,” he observes, “is the peccadillo of this prince, as of
many another atheist; they will not shackle reason by obedience
to faith, because they think nothing true which does not
enter into the circle of their powers of comprehension; with
the measure of their intellect they would mete out The Infinite,
which transcends all human understanding.” When Aquaviva
asked the Emperor’s permission for the three missionaries who
were then at Fattehpur to preach Christianity in all the
provinces of Hindustan, Akbar answered ecvasively that this
matter was cntirely in the hands of God, who alone had itin
his power to fulfil their wishes, and that he on his part desired
nothing more ardently. Meanwhile the attraction of novelty
having faded away, less attention was paid to the Fathers, who, The Fathers
having been privately told by one of the courtiers that they G:«‘\‘,"f&%
had been kept more for the sako of amusement and novelty
than anything elsc, and that His Majesty had not the slightest idea
of adopting their tenets, returned to Goa in 1582, with the
exception of Aquaviva, whom Akbar detained, on account of his
great accomplishments, He was honoured alike by Hindus
and Mobamadans, and he learnt the Persian language, to
facilitate his discussions with the Mohamadans, his object being
to win over Akbar; but, perceiving that it was lost labor to -
scatter seed on a land so barren, he too, after some time, followed
his brethren to Goa.

Mirza Nizamuddin Ahmad, author of the Tabakat, has given Ceremonc
& description of the ceremonies observed at the Conrt of Fatteh- gonrthlt
pur Sikri. The occasion was the arrival of Mirza Suleman, ruler gikri, Yohpar
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of Badakhshan, grandson of Abu Said Mirza and sixth in descent.
from Timur, in Rajab 983 (1575 A D). The author writes, “on
his reaching Mathra, twenty kos from Fattehpur, the Emperor
gent several nobles to mect him. When the Mirza was at a
distance of five kos from Fattehpur, all the nobles and officers
were sent out to receive him, And when the intclligence of
his having left his stage was brought, His Majesty himself went
out on horseback to meet him. Five thousand clephants, with
housings of velvet and brocade, with gold and silver chains and'
with white and black fringes on their neck and trunks, were’
drawn up in lines on each side of the road to a distance of five
kos from Fattehpur. Between each two clephants there was a
cart with leopards in it which had collars studded with gold and
housings of fine cloth ; also two bullock carts drawn by animals that
wore gold embroidered headstalls. When all the arrangements
were made, the Emperor went out with great pomp and splendour,
Upon his approaching, the Mirza hastened to dismount, and ran
forward towards His Majesty; but the Ewmperor, observing
the vencrable age of the Mirza, alse alighted from his horse and
would not allow the Mirza to go through the usual observances
and ceremonies. Me fondly embraced him ; and then mounted
and made the Mirza ride on his right hand.  All the five kos, he
enquired about his circumstances, and, on reaching the palace, he
seated him by his side on the throne. The young princes were
also present and werc introduced to the Mirza, and, after a
great entertainment, he gave the Mirza a house near the royal
palace.

Orders were in the meanwhile issued to Khan Jahan,
Governor of thc Panjab, to accompany the Mirza, on his
return from Fattehpur, to Badakhshan, with 5,000 horse, to
recovor the country and restore it to him, and then to return
to Lahore.

One of the most unique of the buildings is the Dewan-i-
Khas, or Privy Council chamber, It is situated due north of
Mariam’s house and west of the Dewan-i-Am. Externally ib
appears to have two storeys surmounted by a cupola at each
corner, Entering, however, we find that it is in reality of but one
storey, open from the floor to the dome, In the centre there is
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The Dewan-i-Khas, Fattehpur Sikri.

Pace 136.
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a singular massive column, richly carved, rising to the height of
the upper windows and supporting a palisaded octagonal seat,
an immense capital of the richest sculpture, three times its
diameter, with four stone causeways, each about ten feet long,
leading to four side-entrances cr corners of the pavilion, where
they meet a quadrant which communicates with the ground floor
by a flight of sixteen steps. In times of yore, the seat in the
middle, being covered with silk textures and made comfortable
with satin and velvet cushions, was occupied by the Emperor
Akbar, the four ministers ( Khan-i-Khanan, Bir-Bal, Fyzi and
Abul Fazl) standing at the four corners to receive orders for
their respective Departments.

The place is associated with many historical scenes. It was pialogue be-
here that the grandees of the Empire met in Akbar’s time and freen Abul
talked on religious, social and political subjects, Mulla Abdul Baduoni.
Qadar Badaoni, in his Muntaklhibul Tawarilkh, has recorded an
interesting dialoguc which took place between him and Sheikh
Abul Fazl in the hall of the Dewan-i-Khas. The Mulla was a
Mussulman of orthodox type, while Abul Fuzl was an atheist,

The Mulla writes:—

«T remember that, in the early days of these discussions, I
happened one night to meet Sheik Abul Fazl in the Privy
Audience Chamber of Fattehpur. He said: ‘I have a fair
objection to make to all writers on two grounds: first, why
should they have not written as detailed a history of the
older Prophets as they have done in the annals of their
own Prophet? (God bless him and his descendants and peace
be on him )."* I replied, ‘In the Kasasul Aulia ample accounts
are given, to which he rejoined> ¢No, that book is too
compendious ; they ought to have written in detail” I answered,
‘owing to the lapse of time, that much only might have
stood the test of enquiry by the critics and historians, and the
rest remained unauthenticated’ He said: ‘This is no answer.’
He continued, ‘ Secondly, there is no kind of handycraftsman who
is not mentioned in the Tackiratul-aulia and the Nafahatul
Uns, &c’ ¢‘What harm had the members of the Prophet’s own
family done that no mention is therein made of them. This is

* Note that the para. in bracket is by the author, Badaoni.
18
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a matter of great surprise’* On this topic whatever the time
allowed was said ; but who would listen ? Afterwards I asked: ‘ Of
the known religions which are you the most inclined to accept ¢
He answered : ‘I wish to wander a few daysin the vale of
unbelief and apostasy.’ Irejoined ironically, ‘It would not be a

bad thing if you removed entirely the restriction of the marriage
tie, for they have said’:—

Pl 4S8 Jeiilos s 51 (Gel sl g 3 JE eBlop
By the help of God the chain of luw Las removed he
From off the neck of the world, peace to his memory be !

He smiled and went away.”

Badaoni then goes on to describe how Abul Fazl was em-
boldened to offend the Ulmas, countenanced by the Emperor, and
would listen to neither arguments nor rcason in contradiction of
what he himself urged. ‘¢True is the saying’ says the author :

8’3{ )‘.jmjlae u»éls e Lieio
‘One favour of the Judge is better than a thousand witnesses.’

In the Dewan-i-Khas there is a beautiful side gallery identi-
fied as the Thadat Khana, or house of worship, as no other cdifice

answers the description given by Badaoni and the Tabakat in
noticing the Ibadat Khana at Fattehpur Sikri.

The Ibadat Klana was built in 1574, It was a place for the
reception of men of learning, genius and accomplishment,

Abul Fazl thus describes it in the Akbarnama, Vol. III, in
connection with the events of the 19th year of the reign
(1574 AD.):—

“It consists of four Lawans, or upper storcy chambers, in the
coartyard of which thousands of people from all quarters of the
world assemble and wait for the arrival of His Majesty, who
talks to them with cheerful countenance, hears them patiently
and answers their enquiries. He is accessible to all and free in

* The book mentioned by Abul Fazl contains the biographies i

of these saints were handicraftamen. The objection of }ibu]l Fuzl‘iifms: ltlilt:t lv\v]ﬁ?lz
ull handicraftsmen should have been mentioned in these works, the members of
the Prophet’s own family had been omitted. Badaoni docs not sy what his reply
to this ohjection of Abul Fazl was; but the reply is clear. The ahel-i-bet or mem-
bers of the Prophet’s family are treated by Mohammadans as far superior to Walis

or religious saints, and they were not counted in th 5
to the Prophet himself to all true believers, in thut cutegory. - They are next
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conversation, From the lowest man, covered with dust and rags,

to the highest, clothed in shawl and velvet, gain the object of

his heart in this assembly of the wise. His Majesty, sitting at

a distance, sces all men, and calls any one to whom he wishes t0 pyemblies
speak.” Four asscmblies uscd to be held. In the eastern hall held here.
assembled the Amirs, or grandees of the Empire ; in the western

the Wlemas, or the Jearned and men of religious sanctity; in the

northern the Sufis, or followers of theism ; and in the southern the
philosophers. Different topics were discussed and difficult prob-

lemns solved. Sometimes whole nights were spent in  discussion.

People did nothing here but enquirc and investigate ; profound

points of science, the subtletics of revelation, the curiosities of SIL?{?;EZ ,‘,’f
history and the wonders of naturc were discussed. What Akbar )
maintained was, if truc knowledge was to be found everywhere,

why should truth be confined to one religion and creed; why

should onc scct assert what another denies and why should one

claim a preference without having superiority conferred on itself 2*

The mectings were conducted by Abu! Fazl. The fashion
after which they were conducted has been described by Badaoni.
He writes : *He (Abul ¥azl) fell boldly into disputation on religious
matters with such imbecile old men as the Suddur, the Qazi, the
Hakim-ul-mulk and Mukhdumul Mulk, and had not the slightest
hesitation in putting them to disgrace,at which the Emperor was
pleased” These men sent private messages to Abul Fazl by Asif
Khan Mir Bukshi, asking him why he always fell foul of them,
He returned answer,—

s olpil Ol 58 98 ol (80 ymyS il

‘Iam a scrvant of a man and not of an cgg plant” *By the
dint of his own genius,’ continucs the author, the ‘assistance of his
father, the countenarce of the Khalif of the Age, and by the favour
of bis own fortune, he cast them all in a short space of time down
to the ground of scorn and contempt, and not one of the people
of Islam, cxcept Hakim Abul Fath and Mulla Mohamad Yezdi,
were & match for him in the discussions,’

At one of these meetings the Emperor asked those who were
present to mention each the name of a man whom he considered

L)
p

* Badaoni.
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the wisest man of the age, pointing out that they should not
count kings, who formed an exception,

On this Hakim Hamam mentioned his own name and Abul
Fazl that of his father, Sheikh Mobarik,

The Emperor’s visits to these meetings were invariably made
occasions for the distribution of largesses and gifts, and scarcely
any one of the guests departed with empty hands. The meetings
were usually held on Friday night, and on the nights of holy
days.*

Placos of According to Badaoni, many places of worship were built by
l‘;”l;’i’i‘tf"p command of His Majesty during the year 983 (1575 A.D.). His
Majesty passed whole nights in contemplation and prayer.
He occupied himself in repeating the names Ya Hu (O He—God)
and Ya Hadi (O Guide). He would sit many a morning aloue in
prayer and melancholic meditation on a large flat stone of an
ﬁ';i-:;’g old building whic.h lay near the palace in a Im.lcly spot, “ with his
worship.  head bent over his chest, and gathering the bliss of carly mo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>