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PREFACE

Ix writing this book my object has been to describe, in a
popular form, what is known respecting Madagascar,—its
physical aspects, its animal and vegetable life, its people—
their habits, language, and religious beliefs. I have intro-
duced much which has been the result of personal observa-
tion ; while, at the same time, I have not hesitated to avail
myself of the labours of other writers, both French and
English. It will be seen, therefore, that in two or three
chapters, my task has been rather that of compilation than
of original composition ; and in these portions of the book
I can lay claim to no other merit than that of industry in
gathering information —in some cases from sources not
easily accessible—which may help to give a more vivid
picture of the country and its inhabitants,

It appeared to me that there was room for such a work,
more especially at the present time, when Madagascar is
throwing off the traditions of long centuries of superstition,
and standing forward as a country “resting upon God.”
The religious progress of the island has already been de-
scribed in detail by the Rev. William Ellis. I have there-
fore touched but lightly upon this most interesting portion
of its history. I could not, however, leave it unnoticed,
and I trust that the narrative I have given affords a truth-
ful, though brief, representation of this wonderful story.
While writing the latter part of the book, events have
been in progress which have obliged me to modify and
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alter some of the statements in the earlier chapters, in
which I have described Malagasy life and society as 1
knew it nearly three years ago, rather than as it would be
found at the present day. Still, I have endeavoured to
bring my description up to date, aided by letters received
from my friends at Antananarivo.

In carrying the work through the press I became con-
scious of occasional repetitions. This has arisen partly
from the fact that the book has been prepared in brief
intervals of leisure between perivds of engrossing study ;
and partly because the exciting intelligence recently re-
ceived from Madagascar has so hastencd my return to that
island, as to prevent the thorough and careful revision whieh
I should have given to what I had previously written, had
time been allowed. To this it mnst be added that every
recent mail had brought additional information which
needed to be incorporated with matter already in the
printer’s hands. T therefore crave tho indulgence of my
readers, and trust that the defects which are so obvious to
mysolf, will be excused, if not entively forgiven.

I havo here to express my obligation to Mr. Ellig’s
* History of Madagascar,” which is a mine of information
on the subject, and which, fur the period it covers, is the
only trustworthy and complete English work yet published
upon the country. I have made ficquent quotations, which
are, I beliove, all duly acknowledged.

I also take this opportunity of thanking my friends, the
Rev. W. Ellis, the late Rev. R. G. Hartley, m.4., Dr. Andrew
Davidson, and Mr. John Puarrett, for the use of several
photographs which have been eagraved to embellish the
work.

J. 8.

SrriNg HiLL CoLLEgr, BirsiNGHAM
Feb, 14th, 1870,
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CHRONOLOGICAL ARRANGEMENT

OF THE

PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF MADAGASCAR.

A.D,
Discovered by Lawrence Almeida, Portuguese Viceroy of India .. 1506
French colony founded at Lucia, in Andsy . . . . 1642
English settlement at St. Augustine’s Bay . . ”
Robert Drury shipwrecked on the southern shores of the
island . . . . . . . 1702
And remained in the country asa alave untxl . . o 1717
Destruction of piratical ships by a combined force of European
men-of-war . e 1722

French settlement at Fort Dauphm, undel M. Mauda\'e . . 1768
Count Benyowsky landed at Antongnl Bay to found a French

colony . . . . Feb, 4,1774
Benyowsky killed by the l'renc.h . . 1786
Andriambelomdsina, grandfather of Radé.ma I supposed to

have been king of Imérina at this time.
Radima 1. born . . . 1792
Andrian-impoin-imé€rina, father of Radanu L, dled . . .. 1810
Proclamation issued by Sir Robert Farquhar, governor of

Mauritius, taking possession of Madagascar, as a de-

pendency of that island, formerly a French colony . . . 1814
Captain Le Sage, agent of the British Government, visited

Antandnarivo to negotiate a treaty of friendship and

commerce . . e« +« « & o Nov. 17,1818



12 PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE

Treaty concluded between Radima 1. and Governor of

Mauritius . . . . .
Revds. Messrs, Bevan nnd Jones, ﬁmt Protestant missionaries,
landed at Tamatave . .

Mr, Jones, accompanied by James Hastle, Esq., British
resident, arrived at Antanknarivo, to commence a mission

in the capital . . .
Treaty abolishing the sla.ve-trade ooncludml . . .
First school established at Antandnarivo . . . .
Missionary artisans arrived at the capital . . .

First Christian church formed . . . . .
Mr. Hastie died at Antananarivo . . "
Radama 1. died, and was succeeded by h)s queen, tnavilona

Coronation of Rinavdlona as queen of Madagascar . R
Attack by the French upon Tamatave . . . .
First Malagasy Christians baptired . . . .

Christian soldiers forbidden to be baptised or to wmmummte

First English missionaries (Mr. and Mus, Atkinson) ordered
to leave the country . .

Great kabiry at Antzminnmo, for buldmg (,husllan wmshlp
and instruction, held on Sunday .

The last English missionaries (Messrs, Johns and Baker) lcﬁ‘.
the capital . .

Rasuldma, the first Chnstl.m martyr, <ptmed at Ambbhrpbtsy

Attack made upon Tamatave by a combined English and
French force . .

Fresh outbreak of puuu(.utlun' fomtee-n tluown ﬁom the
rock at Ampdmarinana, and four buint alive at Firae

vohitra . . .
Rev. W, Ellis arrives at Antanimulvo on a visit of mquu'y
and observation . N

Attempted revolution through Fl‘ench mﬂu»n'm, and aubse-
quent banishment of Messrs, Laborde and Lambert, and

A.D,
Jan. 14, 1817

Aug. 18, 1818

Oct. 8, 1820
Oct. 11, ,,
Dec. 8, ,
May 15, 1821
Sept., 1822
Oct. 8, 1826
July 27, 1828
June 12, 1829
Oct, 14, ,,
May 29, 1831
Nov., 9

June 8, 1832
Mar. 1, 1835

July, 1836
Aug. 14, 1837

June 13, 1845

Mar, 28, 1849

Aug. 26, 1856

Madame Ida Pfeiffer . . «  June—Sept., 1857

Renewed persecution ; many stoned to death H numbexs put in
chains, and about fifty subjected to the po:son ordeal
(tangdna) . . . .

Death of Queen Rinavdlona, and accession of Rud:hm i,

Arrival of Mr, Ellis at the oap:tll to xeorgamse the English
Protestaut mission , . . .

Coronation of Raddma 11, . . . . B

Jl‘]y, ”
Aug. 15, 1861

June 16, 1862
Sept. 23, ,
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A.Ds

Revolution; and assassination of Radima, . . « May 8-12, 1863

Accession of the Queen-consort Rabddo as sovereign, under
the title of Rdsohdri-Manjika .

Foundation-stone of Mission Hospital laid at Ana]akely .

Foundation-stone of first Memorial Church laid at Ambi-
tonakdnga .

Attempted political dxsturbanoe, and subsequent deposmon of
the prime minister, Rainivdnindhitrinidny, in favour of his

brother Riinilaiarivdny . . R .
8. P. G, Mission commenced at Tamatave .
Mission commenced in Vdhimirina by Church Mluxonary
Society . . .

Treaty of commerce, also securing reltgxous liberty, oom,luded
between the English and Malagnsy governments at Anta.
ninarivo . . .

Mission Hospital opened for reception of patxents .

Indemnity of $240,000 paid by the Malagasy government
to the French in compensation for the repudiated Lambert
treaty N . . . . f . .

Arrival of Norwegian missionaries

Mission commenced at Andavordnto by Chumh Mlsslonary

Society . . .
Comte de Iouvieres, Freuch comm:ssxoner, died at Anta-
ninarivo R . . .

Memorial Church at Amb&tonakinga opened . .

Treaty of commerce, between American and Malagasy govem-
ments, signed at the capital . . . .

New palace, called * Mandmpy-sba,” opened . .

Visit of Queen Rdsohdrina and nearly 40,000 people to the

eastern coast . . . .

Mission commenced by Socxety of Fnends .

Death of Queen Risoh2ring, and accession of Rambma, under
the title of Rinavilona 11, .

Repeal of law forbidding stone or bnck houses to be bmlt
within the city . . . . . . .

Coronation of Queen Rinavdlona 11, . .

Memorial Church at Ambbhlpbtsy opened, queen md oourt
attending .

Marriage of the queen tn R&mllmam'bny, prime mmiuter .
Baptism of the queen and prime minister by Andriambelo .
Bétsildo province visited by Rev, C, Jukes . . .

May 13, ,,
Jan. 14, 1864

Jan. 19, ,,
May 18, ,,
Aug., ”
Nov.,, »

June 27, 1863
July 25, ,,

Sept" ”
Aug, 1866

Nov., ”

Dec. 31, ,,
Jan, 22, 1867

Feb. 14, ,,
April 3, ,,

June—Oct. ,,
June, »

April 1, 1868

Junel7, ,,
Sept. 3,

Nov. 17,

Feb, 19, 1869
Feb, 21, »”
June, ”



14 EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF MADAGASOAR.

Antsiandka country visited by Rev. Joseph Pearse . . June,
Foundation-stone laid of Chapel Royal .
KRlimaldza and the other national idols destroyed by order of
government . . . . Sept,
Consequent great extension of Clmstwn mﬂuenoa and uni-
versal abandonment of idolatry in Imérina . . . Sept.,

Fcrmation of Home Missionary Society .« . . . Sept,,

RICE PLAINS,

A.D
186¢
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MADAGASCAR AND ITS PEOPLE.

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTORY SKETCH.

Size of island—=Discovery by Europeans—Portuguese and French attempts at colonisa
tion—Physical geography—Climate.

ADAGASCAR, which has been termed the Great
Britain of Africa, is situated on the south-east coast
of that great continent. Its length of about 950 miles
is from north to south, bending to the eastward at the
northern extremity. The average breadth of the southern
half of the island is about 250 miles; this increases to-
wards the centre to 350 miles, from which it diminishes,
northward, to a point, in the form of a long irregular
triangle. Its total area exceeds that of the whole of Great
Britain and Ireland, being nearly equal to that of France.
It is distant about 800 miles from the nearest point of
Africa, across the Mozambique Channel, while the Masca-
rene islands, Mauritius, and Réunion are respectively 550
and 450 miles to the eastward.
Madagascar was first visited by Europeans in 1506,
when Lawrence Almeida, the Portuguese viceroy of India,

touched at the coast on his way to the East. It had, how-
B
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over, been known to the Moors and Arabs for a long period
previously, and a considerable commerce was carried on
by them with the ports on the north-west coast. Informa-
tion, more or less accurate, had also been collected about
the country by early travellers, especially by the celebrated
Marco Polo, by whom it is called Magaster.

Although the Portuguese made attempts to found a
colony, their occupation of portions of the coast did not
continue long. From the middle of the seventeenth cen-
tury until a recent period the French have been most per-
sistent in their efforts, not merely to colonise but to annex
the island. Their pretended rights, however, have never
had even the questionable justification of conquest. The
military renown of France has received no addition on
the shores of Madagascar, and their attempts to occupy the
coast have had most unfortunate results. From private in-
dividuals of French origin, traders and planters, the country
has at various times received much benefit, by the intro-
duction of improved systems of cultivation, and instruction
in the arts of civilised lifo; but the greatest impetus to
its progress was given by the treaty of friendship made in
1817 between the native king, Radama 1., and the British
Government. The effects of this treaty, in the abolition
of the slave-trade, the consolidation of the Hova authority,
and goneral advancement, are dotailed in the following
pages; as well as the remarkable results arising from the
introduction of Christianity, which followed soon after the
opening of the country to English influence.

The missionary history of Madagascar has indeed been
its chief point of interest for the last forty years. In no
country has Christianity had to contend more earnestly
for its very existence—in none has it won a-more signal
triumph over all opposition. Yet even apart from this
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religious history, few countries would prove more interest-
ing to an explorer, to a naturalist, or to an ethnologist.
There are not many parts of the world of equal extent of
which so little is known. Large portions of the interior
have never been visited by Europeans. Its physical
features and geology are not yet understood, and its re-
markable and exceptional animal and vegetable life have
been but slightly investigated. Its inhabitants, although
so near Africa in geographical position, are mostly Asiatic
or Polynesian in origin; and their social habits and customs,
language, and religious beliefs are very different from those
of any other people.

Separated from Africa by the Mozambique Channel,
which varies from 300 to 400 miles in width, Madagascar
has but little in common with its vast neighbour; yet in
two or three points there are analogies in the physical con-
formation of island and continent. There is the same flat,
fertile, but unhealthy belt of maritime plain—the same rise
by successive steps to elevated table-lands in the interior;
while the rivers, although broad and deep at the mouths,
are too frequently broken by rapids and rocky descents to
allow of much uninterrupted navigation. A sandy bar at
the entrance of many of the rivers, especially on the eastern
coast, prevents them from being of much service as ports.

The surface of Madagascar rises at a comparatively small
distance from the shore into ranges of hills, which increase
in height as we proceed inland, until we arrive at a lofty
backbone of mountains, stretching nearly the whole length
of the island. These form the watershed of the country,
and at the southern extremity approach the sea in bold
cliffs of considerable height. They are not perfectly con-
tinuous, but there is no point where one can pass from east
to west without crossing mountains.
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Extending from the 12th to mearly the 26th degree of
south latitude, the country lies chiefly in the tropics, and
on the level plains of the coast-line partakes of a tropical
character, both as regards climate and vegetation. But the
elevated plateaux of the interior, raised between 4000 and
5000 feet above the sea-level, together with its insular posi-
tion, give a temperate climate to a great portion of the
island. There can be no doubt also that the south-east
trade-wind, which blows over a large extent of Madagascar
almost all through the year, has a great influence in tem-
pering the tropical heat by cooler currents of air from the
Southern Ocean; while the thousands of square miles of
dense forest which cover the mountain ranges have a not
less powerful effect on the climate, by attracting the mois-
ture of the atmosphere, producing eloudy skies, and pre-
venting rapid evaporation from the earth’s surface.

In the northern parts of the island, and upon the coast
generally, the heat is often very great during the summer
months ; but in Imérina and other elevated districts of the
interior, the thermometer frequently falls during the night
nearly to the freezing-point in the winter months of June,
July, and August. At this time of the year, the heat in
the daytime is that of ordinary summer weather in Eng-
land, sometimes that of colder spring days; but in the hot
season, the thermometer often stands at 120° tv 130° in the
sun. Notwithstanding this bigh temperature, the heat is
not enervating or exhausting, probably owing to the dry-
ness and rarity of the air. In the house, or cven under the
shade of a verandah, there is sometimes a difference of 40°
or 50° between the heat under cover and the external air
unprotected from the sun. Itisonly inthe direct sunlight
that the heat is much felt, and even a good sunshade will
prevent this from being an inconvenience. At an altitude
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of 4000 or 5000 feet above the sea-level, the atmosphere
seems, from its rarity, to have less power to diffuse heat
than it possesses at a lower elevation. To this inferior
density is owing the fact that during the hottest part of the
year the nights are almost always cool, much more so than
in summer weather in England. As soon as the sun sinks
below the horizon the heat absorbed by the earth is rapidly
given off, and theltempera,ture falls.

The seasons in Madagascar may be divided into two, as
in most tropical countries: the rainy season, which is also
the hot season, from November to April; and the cold and
dry season, occupying the rest of the year. The rains are
by no means continuous, nor without intervals of fine
weather. They usually commenco with a storm of thunder
and lightning, are frequently accompanied by waterspouts,
and descend with a volume and violence seldom seen in
temporate climates. Tho morning and forenoon are gene-
rally fine, the rain coming on in the afternoon, and often
continuing all through the night. During six months
hardly any rain falls, except an occasional drizzling shower,
more like mist than rain. Snow and ice are unknown
in the island, but hoarfrost is occasionally seen on the
higher hills. The thunderstorms are often accompanied
by showers of hailstones, which are sometimes so large as
to kill both men and cattle, and to destroy the rice-crops.

The soil of the valleys and many parts of the coast is
fertile, and yields a very large return; it would support
many times the present population. Aided by European
skill and capital, almost every species of vegetable produc-
tion of the tropics, and many of those of the temperate zone,
could be cultivated. Coffee, sugar, rice, cotton, tobacco,
and spices, all flourish, and will probably, at a not far-
distant period, be largely grown for European markets.



22 INTRODUCTORY SKETCH.

Civilised and christianised, a great and important future
opens up for Madagascar. It is not, perhaps, too much to
hepe, from their intelligence and mental capacities, that the
people may take a prominent part in the regeneration of
Africa, and thus help to solve the difficult problem of how
best to reclaim that vast continent from barbarism,

Bo this as it may, the country can never be regarded
without interest by Englishmen, and especially by English
Christiaus. To the religion and the civilisation introduced
by their representatives, Madagascar owes its advances in
the past and its hopes for the future; and whatever may
be its history in years to come, we cannot doubt that the
religion which stood its ground through thirty years of
persecution will stiil largely influence its destiny, and
eventually make its varied tribes a united and Christian
nation,
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CHAPTER 1I.
TAMATAVE ; AND FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THE COUNTRY.

First sight of Madagascar—Missionary history of the country—Port of Tamatave—
Appearance of the town—Kind reception—M. Lambert and his company~—Unwise
policy of the late King Radyma—Difficulties with the French Government—Landing
baggage—Bullock frade of Madag;: —Di t the foreign traders—
Disorderly and lawless state of Tamatuve—Native and other houses—Market and
articles of food—Visit to governor—Palanquin-riding—The battery or fort—Military
organisation of the country—Garrisons and posts—Preparations for journey—Visit
from native Christians.

IT was on a bright morning in September, 1863, that I first
came in sight of Madagascar. We had had a quick and
pleasant voyage of three days from Mauritius, but I hardly
hoped that daylight on Wednesday morning would reveal
the country upon which my thoughts had been centred for
many weeks past; so it was with a strange feeling of excite-
ment that, soon after daybreak, I heard the captain calling
to me down the hatchway, “ We are in sight of land.” Not
many minutes elapsed before I was on deck, and looking
with eager eyes upon the island which was to be my home
for some few years, and whose religious history was then
exciting an interest almost unparalleled in the Christian
mind of England. We were about five miles from the
shore, running under easy sail to the northward, and wait-
ing until the breeze from the sea should set in and enable
us to enter the harbour of Tamatave.
There was no very striking feature in the sceme—no
towering basaltic peaks, as at Mauritius and Bourbon; yet
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it was not without beauty. A long line of blue mountains
in the far distance, covered with clouds; a comparatively
level plain extending from the hills to the sea, green and
fertile with cotton and sugar and rice plantations ; while the
shore was fringed with the tall trunks and feathery crowns
of the cocoanut palms which shaded the low houses of the
town of Tamatave. These, together with the coral reefs
forming the harbour, over which the great waves thundered
and foamed—all formed a picture thoroughly tropical, re-
minding me of views of islands in the South Pacific.

But there was something more to interest than the mere
external featurcs of the scene before me. I could not but
remember that the land which I then looked upon for the
first time had been consecrated by a Christian devotion and
horoism worthy of the best ages of the Church; and that
within the last few years-—one might almost say, months
—numbers of faithful men and women had given themselves
to cruel deaths rather than deny their Lord. And as I
gazed upon that dim blue line of mountains, involuntarily
the words of the hymn sung by the first missionaries who
caught sight of Tahiti came to my mind : '

“Q'er the gloomy hills of darkness,
Look, my soul, be still and gaze.”

Bat, again, I remembered that the reign of persecution
had come to an end, that the pecple were now rejoicing in
freedom of worship and belief, and that in some parts of
the island, at least, the light of God’s truth was chasing
away heathen darkness and superstition. It may be smiled
at as fanciful, but I took it as a good omen to see a rainbow
stretching north and south over the distant hills ; and as I
looked upon *the bow in the cloud,” the emblerh of hope,
I felt that there was hope for that land—hope for its yet
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heathen inhabitants, and hope and encouragement for
myself in entering upon my ardnous undertaking.

The harbour of Tamatave is formed by two coral reefs,
enclosing an open roadstead, and somewhat difficult of
access. Tho captain had told me that sometimes many
hours and even days were spent in attempting to enter,
and that it would probably be noon before we should
anchor. I therefore went below to prepare for landing,
but in less than an hour was startled to hear, by the thunder
of the waves on the reef and the shouts of the seamen re-
ducing sail, that we wero already entering the harbour.
The wind had proved unexpectedly favourable, and in a few
minutes more, the cable was rattling through the hawse-
hole, the anchor was dropped, and we swung round at our
moorings.

There were several' vessels in the harbour. Close to
us was H.M.’s steamer Gorgon, and farther away, two or
three French men-of-‘war—amongst them the Hermione,
a frigate, bearing the flag of Commodore Dupré, their
naval commandant in these waters, as well as plenipo-
tentiary for the French Government in the disputes then
pending concerning the Lambert treaty. I was somewhat
relieved to find that everything seemed peaceful and quiet
at Tamatave, and that the long white flag bearing the name
of Queen Rasohérina, in scarlet letters, still floated from
the battery or fort at the southern end of the town. I had
been told at Mauritius that it was a foolish and hazardous
adventure to think of proceeding to Madagascar just then;
that the French admiral would probably be bombarding
the town on my arrival, and that I should find the country
in a most disturbed and unsettled state. Happily, these
reports were as incorrect as most Mauritian accounts of
Madagascar doings proved to be. M. Dupré was waiting
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for answers to his despatches from the Hova government,
and the good offices of the English consul had prevented
any breach of friendly relations hetween the French and
Malagasy authorities.

Tamatave had not an inviting appearance from the sea,
and man’s handiwork had certainly not added much to the
beauty of the landscape. Ilad it not been for the luxuriant
vegotation of the pandanus, palm, and other tropical trees,
nothing could have been less interesting than the native
town, which posscssed at that time hardly any decent
European residences, and no buildings erected for religious
worship. Canoes, formed out of the trunk of a single tree,
soon came off to our ship, but I was glad to be able to dis-
pense with the services of these unsafe-looking craft, and
to accept a soat in the captain’s gig. Half an hour after
anchoring we were rowing towards the beach, and in a few
minntes I leaped upon the sand, with a thankful heart that
T had been preserved from the perils of the sea, and was
permitted to tread the shores of Madagascar.

Proceeding up what appeared to be the main street—a
sandy road bordered by inclosures containing the stores of
the European traders—we came to the house of the English
vice-consul, Mr. Crucaux. Here I was glad to find Mr.
Procter, the agent of the London Missionary Society, and
also Mr. Plant, a gentleman employed by the authorities of
the British Museum to collect specimens of natural history
in this almost unknown country. From them I learned that
a missionary party which had preceded mo from Mauritius,
and which I hoped to have overtaken, had left only two days
proviously for the capital, and that Mr. Plant had kindly
engaged to accompany me on ‘he journey for the greater
part of the distance to Antaninarivo, -

At first we thought of setting off in the evening, 80 as to
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overtake our friends ; but finding that this would involve a
great amount of fatigue, we finally decided to wait for two
or three days, and take time to prepare for the novel ex-
periences of a Madagascar journey. In a short time I was
domiciled at Mr, Procter’s, where I found a hospitable
reception during my stay at Tamatave.

In the course of the day I called upon our consul,
Mr. T. C. Pakenham, who explained the somewhat critical
position of political relations then existing between the
French and Malagasy governments. He told me that,
though no action would be taken at present by the French
commander, yet that he expected a force would be sent
next year to compel the observance of the concession made
by the late king to M. Lambert. I may here explain, for
the benefit of those who are not well acquainted with recent
Malagasy history, that this M. Lambert was a French
gentleman, who had, during the reign of the late Queen
Ranavalona, obtained certain concessions from her, and
established a sugar manufactory on the coast, in which he
and the queen were partners and divided the profits of the
undertaking. Having made himself of service to the
queen he was frequently at the capital, and there ingra-
tiated himself with the Prince Rakdto. A secret agree-
ment was made between the prince and M. Lambert, by
which most extensive privileges and landed property were
made over to the latter, but these were of no validity so
long as the queen lived. Upon the prince’s accession to
the throne as Radima 11., he unhappily allowed himself
to be influenced by many unprincipled foreigners, as well
as by some of his old companions. These men, by pan-
dering to his passions, and leading him into habits of
druukenness and debauchery, alienated the confidence of
the leading members of the government and the army, and
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led him into acts which eventually cost him both his crovn
and his life.

M. Lambert did not delay pressing upon the young king
the fulfilment of his engagements; and, against the advice
of his best friends and wisest counsellors, a concession was
made of extensive grants of land, rights of mining, control
of coinage, felling timber, making roads, canals, and other
public works. Now, although some of these things would
doubtless have contributed to develope the resources of the
country, and would have been of public benefit; yet the
change from the exclusive policy of the late quecn was too
abrupt to be wise or desirable, while the jealous feeling
with which foreigners wore regarded was especially excited
by the lands conceded to M. Lambert and the company he
proposed to form. By old custom, having the force of a
law, all the land in the country is theoretically vested in
the sovereign, and foreigners could not purchase land, nor
even rent it, without special permission. Yet this secret
treaty made over the most valuable parts of the whole
island to the French company; for all unoccupied lands
near the chief ports, along navigable rivers, in the neigh-
bourhood of forests, in positions suitable for pasturage and
rice cultivation, and wherever it was thought thero might
be metallic and mineral riches, might be taken possession
of by the officers of the company.*

Upon the accession of Queen Risohérina, the Malagasy
government, with much show of reason, notified to the
French that they did not hold themselves bound by a secret
agreement, disapproved of by the prime minister and all
the leading nobles and officers, and likely to cause serious
discontent amongst the people. The French, who for more

* «Compagnie de Madagascar. Rapport du Gouverneur du Conseil
d’Administration sur la Fondation de la Compagnie,”.ete. (Paris, 1863).
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than two hundred years past have been casting longing
cyes upon Madagascar, gladly seized upon such a pretext
for interference; and returned for answer that they should
consider the matter as a casus belli, and enforce the agree-
ment by taking possession of the ports of the country until
its provisions were complied with,

Such was the position of affairs when I arrived at
Tamatave. The good offices of Mr. Pakenham had, how-
eveér, averted for the present the threatened reprisals of
M. Dupré; while that officer probably felt that his threats
might not be supported by his superiors at home, being
in opposition to the understanding between the English
and French Governments, that non-interference should be
observed with regard to Madagascar. Although I am
anticipating events, I may here add that the ambassadors
sent by the native Government to England and France at
tho close of 1863 succeeded in arranging the dispute, and
M. Lambert’s concession was abandoned upon the payment
of an indemnity of one million francs by the Malagasy.
This exorbitant sum was paid almost solely by the queen her-
self, but it has left a feeling of irritation against the French
in the minds of the people which will probably weaken
for many years to come their influence in the country.

The afternoon of my first day on shore was occupied in
seeing after the landing of my luggage. This was no easy
or pleasant task; the long rolling swell from the Indian
Ocean made the transfer of large wooden cases from the
vessel to the canoes a matter requiring considerable dex-
terity. More than once I expected to be swamped, and
that through the rolling of the ship the packages would
be deposited at the bottom of the barbour. It was there-
fore with great satisfaction that I saw all my property
landed in safety on the beach.
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Although Tamatave is the chief port on the east coast
of Madagascar, there are no facilities for landing or ship-
ping goods. The bullocks, which form the staple trade of
this place as well as of Foule Pointe, are swum off to the
ships, tied by their horns to the sides of large canoes, and
then slung on board by tackles from the yard-arm. The
shipping, or rather canoeing, of these animals is quite the
sight of Tamatave. From the shouting and cries of the
native drovers, the struggles of the oxen, and their starting
back from the water, it is often a very amusing and exciting
scene, The Plantom, in which I crossed from Mauritius,
was one of these bullockers, of which a number are almost
always passing hetween the eastern ports of Madagascar
and the islands of Mauritius and Bourbon, and keep the
markets of these places supplied with excellent beef at very
moderate rates, The vessels cease running for about four
months in the early part of the year, when hurricanes are
prevalent in the Indian Ocean. They are almost exclu-
sively the property of the butchers of Mauritius, who form
a powerful corporation, and are able to prevent any other
vessel from intruding into the trade. As, with the excep-
tion of rice, bullocks form almost the sole export of this
immense island, there is not sufficient trade to support any
other vessels. It may easily be supposed that the passen-
ger accommodation on board these ships is not of the first
order, nor should any one venture on board who is not
prepared to “rough it.” However, compared with the
discomforts endured by Mr. Ellis and other members of the
mission, I had not much to complain of in my voyage to
Madagascar. It had, at least, the negative merit of not
lasting long, and I had unot then the pleasure of having
nearly three hundred oxen as fellow-passengers for about a
fortnight, as on my voyage homewards. During the last.
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half-dozen years considerable quantities of gum-copal, bees-
wax, and indiarubber have been collected on the coast,
and from the richness of the country in medicinal gums
and other vegetable products these exports might be inde-
finitely increased.

When I arrived at Tamatave there was much discontent
amongst the foreign traders on account of the recent re-
newal of the customs duties-—more especially as they were
collected in a very vexatious and annoying manner, by
taking a tenth of all imports in %ind instead of in money,
at the option of the custom-house officials. In a half-civi-
lised government like that of the Hovas, things are often
done in extremes; the policy of the late Queen Ranavilona
had been to restrict as much as possible all intercourse
with foreign powers. When Radama became king he went
to the other extreme, throwing open the ports free of all
duty. The consequence of this unwise act was widespread
discontent on the part of the government officials, who
were deprived of their means of support, and a fearful
amount of drunkenness and profligacy, caused by the whole-
sale importation of rum by the Mauritius merchants.
Again, on the accession of Queen Rasohérina the duties
were reimposed, but in so arbitrary and capricious a man-
ner as to make it difficult for the traders to carry on their
business with any feeling of confidence.

When I landed in Madagascar the effects of the late
king’s foolish policy were still evident in the noisy and
dissolute character of the population. During Radima’s
short reign, Tamatave had proved a haven of refuge to
great numbers of adventurers from Mauritius, Bourbon,
and other places. People who were in debt found it a
convenient asylum where they could set creditors and law
alike at defiance, and everyone did that which was right

¢
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in his own eyes. Drunkenness, reckless shooting with
revolvers, and disorders of all kinds, were everyday occur-
rences; and although much of this had been repressed by
the exertions of the foreign consuls during the few months
of the new queen’s reign, the influence of thé recent state
of things had not altogether been removed.  As an illus-
tration of the character of some of the Tamatave traders of
that time, I may mention that one of them, who was also
the correspondent of a Mauritius daily paper, discharged a
loaded revolver at a Malagasy whose daughter he had
married. 1l'ortunately he missed his aim, and the native
escaped unlnut. But it will hardly be credited that the
author of this reckless act had the impudence to insert
in his next letter a sensational paragraph, describing the
atrocions conduct of a Tamatave trader who had actually
attempted the lifo of his own father-in-law !

The native houses at Tamatave, like most of the villages
on this coast, are of very slight construction, being formed of
a framowork of wood and bamboos, filled in with the large
broad leaves of the pandanus and the traveller's tree. In
a few of these some attempts at neatness were observable,
tho walls being lined with a coarse cloth made of the fibre
of the rofia palm, and tho floor covered with well-made
mats of rice-straw. Dut the general aspeet of the native
quarter of the town was filthy and repulsive; heaps of
putrefying refuse exhaled odours which made one desire to
get away as soon as possible from its vicinity. In almost
every second house a large rum-barrel, ready-tapped, showed
what an unrestricted and unlicensed trade had done to
demoralise the people.

T could not help noticing the strange articles of food
exposed for sale in the little market of the Bétsimisaraka
quarter, Great heaps of small locusts, dried and partially
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roasted, seemed anything but inviting; nor were the num-
bers of minute freshwater shrimps much more tempting in
nppearance. With these were also plentiful supplies of
manioc-root, rice of several kinds, potatoes, and other vege-
tables, some exclusively native, as well as the brilliant
scarlet pods of different spices, and several varieties of
fruit—pincapples, bananas, melons, peaches, citrons, and
oranges. Beef, of course, was cheap as well as good, and
there was a lean kind of mutton, more like goat’s-flesh
than the produce of our Southdown or Leicestershire sheep.
Great quantities of poultry are reared in the interior of the
country, and are brought down to the coast for sale to the
ships trading at the chief seaports.

The houses of the Malagasy officials and the principal
traders are more substantially built of wooden framework,
with floors and walls of planking, and thatched with the
broad leaves of the traveller’s tree. One or two only were
constructed of less combustible materials, and it was not
many months after my visit that a large number of houses
were destroyed by a fire, which swept away a great part of
Tamatave. Since that time much of tho town has been
rebuilt, and many excellent houses and stores constructed,
roofed with corrugated iron, and giving a much-improved
appearance to the place. No stone can be obtained near
Tamatave, nor can bricks be made, for the soil is nothing
but sand; indeed the town is almost a peninsula, which
has been thrown up by the sea under the shelter of the
coral reefs which enclose tho harbours.

The house where I was staying consisted of a single
long room with the roof open to the ridge; a small sleep-
ing apartment was formed at one corner by a partition of
rofia cloth. There was no window, but light and air were
admitted by large doors, which were always open during
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the day. A mattress, laid upon a long counter, formed a
luxurious bed after the discomforts of a bullock-vessel.
All around us, in the native houses, singing and rude music,
with drumming and clapping of hands, were kept up far
into the night; and thesc sounds, as well as the roar of
the waves on the reef, and the excitement of the new and
strango scenes of the past day, kept me from sleep until
the small hours of the morning.

On tho following day I went to make a visit to the
governor of Tamatave, and pay my respects to him on
arriving in the country. My host accompanicd me, as I
was totally ignorant of the language. As this was a visit
of ceremony it was not considered proper to walk, so wo
went by the usual conveyance of the country—the filanzina.
This word means anything by which articles or persons
are carried on the shoulder, and is wusually translated
“palanquin ;” but the filanzina is very different from the
little movable house which is used in India. In our case
it was a large easychair, attached to two poles, and carried
by four active men, or maromita, as they are called. They
carried us at a quick trot; but this novel experience struck
me as irresistibly ludicrous; it appeared so much like the
play of children carrying each other about, that I could
not restrain my laughter at the comical figure we pre-
sented—especially when I thought of the sensation weo
should make in the streets of an English town. The
motion was not unpleasant, as the men are trained to keep
step together. Every few minutes they change the poles
from one shoulder to the other, lifting them over their
heads without any slackening of speed. A few minutes
brought us to the battery, a circular fort at the southern
end of the town, of some two hundred feet in diameter.
It is enclosed by earthen ramparts, about eighteen feet
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high, pierced with embrasures for cannon. We had to wait
for a fow minutes until the governor was informed of our
arrival, and thus had time to think of the revolting scene
which this battery presented so recemntly as eight years
before, when the heads of twenty or thirty English and
French were exposed on poles around the fort. These
ghastly objects were relics of the soldiers and sailors who
were killed in an attack made upon Tamatave in 1845, by
a combined Lnghsh and French force, to redress some
grievances of tho foreign traders.

Presently, we were informed that the governor was
waiting to receive us. Passing through the low covered
way pierced in the rampart, we came into the open interior
space of the fort. 'The governor’s house, a long low
wooden structure, was opposite to us, on the farther side;
while, on the right, he was sitting under the shadow of a
large tree, with a number of his officers and aides-de-camp
squatting around him. They were mostly dressed in a
mixture of European and native costume—viz., shirt and
trousers, over which were thrown the ample folds of the
native lamba, a large square or oblong piece of white
calico or linen cloth, wrapped round the body, with one
end thrown gracefully over the left shoulder. Neat straw
hats of native manufacture completed their costume. The
governor, whose name was Andriamandroso, was seated in a
chair, dressed in English fashion, with a black silk hat
and worked-wool slippers. He had a very European-look-
ing face, dark olive complexion, and is an Andriana—that
is, one of a clan or tribe nearly related to the royal family.
He shook hands with us, and then ordered chairs to be
brought for our accommodation. He did not speak English,
but through Mr. Pructer we exchanged a few compliments
and inquirics. I assured him of tho interest which the
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people of England took in Madagascar, and their anxiety
to see the country advancing. Prescntly, wine was brought,
and after drinking the governor’s health we took our
leave. The Ilova government maintainsa garrison of two
or three hundred men at Tamatave. 'These troops have
their quarters close to the fort, in a number of houses
placed in rows, and inclosed in a largoe square, or rova,
formed of strong wooden palisades, with gateways.

The central government at the capital has a tolerably
complete organisation of military posts and stations in
almost every part of the island. Except in some districts
at the extreme southern point of Madagascar, the Hova
authority is virtually acknowledged throughout the whole
country, although in the more distant provinces the
allegiance of the people is more nominal than real. Still,
however, tributes and presents are sont from very remoto
places, and the bearers of these take the oath of allegiance
and fidolity to the sovereign. At all the seaports, and at
ovory town of any importance, garrisons aro posted, and
are kept in frequent communication with the government
by messengers, who take despatches and travel on foot for
great distances without much apparent fatigue. In com-
municating with Tumatave the government runners will
frequently accomplish the journey of 220 miles in a little
over four days.

The following day was ocenpied in making preparations
for the journey, purchasing a few of the most necessary
articles of orockery, etc., and unpacking my canteen. This
latter was a rather handsome-looking box mado of teak,
and fitted up with plates, dishes, knives and forks, etc.
Mr. Plant being of opinion that both the box and several
of the contents were far too good to be exposed to the
rough usage they would have to undergo on the journey, I
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took out some of the things and repacked the box in its
wooden case. It is a mistake to get too expensive articles
for such travelling as that in Madagascar, or to have the
things so arranged that much time has to be spent in put-
ting everything into its proper corner. TUpon reaching
the halting-place after a fatiguing journey of several
hours, it is a great convenience to be able to get at ono’s
baggago with the least possxble amount of exertion; and
when starting before sunriso in the mornings, it is not less
pleasant to be able to dispense with an elaborato fitting of
things into a canteen. By my friend’s advice, I there-
forc bought a three-legged iron pot for cooking fowls, a
frying-pan, some common plates, and a tin coffee-pot,
which also served as a tea-pot when divested of its per-
colator. These things were stowed away in a straw mat
bag, which proved the most convenient form of canteen
possiblo for such a journey. The things were quickly put
in, and as readily got out when wanted; and thus pro-
vided, we felt prepared to explorec Madagascar from north
to south, thoroughly independent of inns and innkeepers,
chambermaids and waiters, had such members of society
existed in this primitive country.

In the evening I had a visit from some members of the
little Christian church at Tamatave, headed by the pastor,
David Johns Andrianado. They came to bring a present
of poultry and other provisions for the journey, and to
cxpress their satisfaction and gladness in welcoming us.
The good people were delighted to inspect a photographic
album, and to see the portraits of Queen Victoria and the
Royal Family. This album proved of service on several
occasions, for the exhibition of its contents was regarded as
an ample return for the little acts of attention and kindness
we received at the different villages on our route.
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TP’ RAVELLING in Madagascar differs, probably, from that

of everyother country in the world. Itis hardly neces-
sary to say that railways aro as yet unknown there ; nor is it
likely that the surveyor’s level and theodolite, or the navvy’s
pick and spade, will disturb the solitude of its forests for
another generation to come. But it is not so generally
known that a road, in our sense of the word, does not yet
exist in the island, and that all kinds of merchandise
brought from the coast to the interior are carried for hun-
dreds of miles upon men’s shouldeis. There are but threo
modes of conveyance; these arc—walking, the lakana or
canoe, and the filanzina or palanquin. We intended to
make use of all these means of getting over the ground
(and water); but by far the greater part of the journey of
220 miles would be performed in the filanzina, carried on
the sinewy shoulders of our bearers, or marowita, This is
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the conveyance of the country, for there is not a single
wheeled vehicle of any kind in this great island, nor did
even a wheelbarrow ever come under my observation
during the whole time of my residence there.

This want of means of conveyance arises in part from
the fact, that if auy vehicles existed they would be per-
fectly useless in the present condition of the tracks leading
from one part of the country to another. The lightest car-
riage or the strongest waggon would be equally imprac-
ticable in parts of the forest where the path is almost
lost in the dense undergrowth, and where the trees barely
leave room for a palanquin to pass. Nor could any team
take a vehicle up and down some of the tremendous gorges,
by tracks which sometimes wind like a corkscrew amidst
rocks and twisted roots of trees, sometimes climb broad
sloping surfaces of slippery basalt—where a false step would
send bearers and palanquin together into deep ravines
far below—and again are lost in sloughs of adhesive clay,
in which the bearers at times sink to the waist, and when
the traveller has to leap from the back of one man to
another to reach fiim standing ground. Shaky bridges
of primitive construction, often consisting of but a single
treo, arc frequently the only means of crossing the streams;
while more often they have to be forded, one of the men
goinyg cautiously in advance to test the depth of the water.
It occasionally happened that this pioncer suddenly disap-
peared, through coming to a hole which took him over-
head, affording us and his companions a good deal of
mer1iment at his expense. There are some thirty or forty
horses at the capital, but these are not used for long
journeys, and are chiefly ridden at the reviews of troops
and in stato processions—never for purposes of draught.
Indeed, he would be a bold horseman who would venture
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to ride an animal through the forest of Anilamaziotra, or
along other parts of the route from the eastern coast to
Antananarivo.

Tt will be asked, why does not the government improve
the means of communication ? The neglect has been inten-
tional on the part of the rulers of Madagascar, for it is
evident to everyone who has travelled along the road that
it could be very much improved at a small expense. The
Malagasy have justly considered that the difficulty of the
route into the interior would be a formidable obstacle to
an invasion by a European Power, and have deliberately
allowed the path to remain as rugged as it is by nature.
The long-continued attempts of the French to obtain an
occupation in Madagascar have produced a deep-rooted
jealousy of foreigners, and this feeling extends, in some
measure, to the knglish as well, for they have heard how
gradual encroachments have obtained for us our cxtensive
Indian empire. The first Radawma is reported to have said,
when told of the military genius of the French soldiery,
that he had two officers in his service, General Hizo and
General Tizo (that is, Forest and Fever), whom he would
match against any European commander. It is even said
that the routo from Tamatave to the capital was altered
during the reign of the late Queen Ranavalona, and diverted
to a more difficult part of the country, in order that the
few Europeans who did penctrato to the capital might be
impressed with an idca of the great difficulties to be
overcome in reaching the centre of Hova authority. This
is very probably correct. On my hgmeward journey I
felt convinced that frequently a less rugged path might
have been taken, and some of the steeper hills altogether
avoided. There can be no doubt that the present road
would present formidable obstacles to the passage of dis-
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ciplined troops, and at many points it might be successfully
contested by a small number of men well acquainted with
the locality.

It will be evident, therofore, that travelling in Madagascar
has not a little of adventure and novelty connected with it.
Provided the weather be moderately fine, there is enough
of freshness, and often of amusing incident, to render the
journey not unenjoyable, especially if travelling in a party ;
and even to a solitary traveller there is such a variety of
scenery, and so many new and beautiful forms of vegetation,
to arrest the attention, that it is by no means monotonous
or fatiguing. Of course there must be a capacity for
“roughing it,” and for turning the very discomforts into
sources of amusement. We must not be too much horrified
at a superabundance of fleas or mosquitoes in the houses,
nor be frightened out of sleep by the scampering of rats
around and occasionally upon us. It sometimes happens,
too, that a centipede or a scorpion has to be dislodged from
under the mats upon which we are about to lay our mat-
tresses, but a moderate amount of caution will prevent any
rigk of real danger.

It must be confessed, however, that if the weather proves
unfavourable, the discomforts are great, and require a re-
solute effort to look at the bright side of things. To travel
for hours in the rain, with the bearers slipping about in the
stiff adhesive clay—now sinking to the knees in a slough
in the hollows, and then painfully toiling up the rugged
ascents—with a chance of being benighted in the middle
of the forest, are not enjoyable incidents in the journey.
But by travelling at the proper time of the year, and with
ordinary care in arranging the different stages, there need
not be much fear of any more discomfort than that insepa-
rable from the unavoidable fatigue.
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Soon after breakfast on the morning of the 3rd of October,
the yard of Mr. Procter’s house was filled with tho bearers
waiting to take their packages, and as more came than we
actually required there was a good deal of noise and con-
fusion until all the luggage had becn apportioned. The
Malagasy word for these bearers is mdromita, meaning lite-
rally “many fordings ”—a not inappropriate description of
the kind of travelling they are constantly engaged in. The
men aro mostly young, and belong chiefly to one tribe,
called the Bézanozano, who inhabit the province of Ankay,
a district situated between Apkova and the east coast. This
tribe was reduced to subjection by Radima 1., and instead
of paying taxes the duty of carrying all goods required by
the government between the coust and the capital was im-
posed upon them. Most of my miromita were strong and
active young men, spare and lithe of limb, and proved to
possess great powers of endurance. The loads they carry
are not very heavy, but it is astonishing to see with what
steady patience they bear them hour after hour under a burn-
ing sun, and up and down the paths in the forest, where
their progress is often but a scrambling from one foothold to
another, T'wo men will take a load of between eighty and
ninety pounds, slung upon a bamboo, between them; and
this is the most economical way of carrying goods, for, on
account of the difficulty of the paths, four men find it moro
fatiguing to carry in one package a weight which, divided
into two, could bo casily borne by two sets of bearers.

Eight of the strongest and most active young men,
accustomed to work together, were chosen to carry my
palanquin. Theso were divided into two sets of four cach,
and took the duty alternately. Most of the articles of
baggage were carricd by two men; but my large flat
wooden cascs, containing drawing boards, paper, and
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instruments, required four men each. The palanquin, or
filanzana, for personal use, only has a double set of bearers,
everything olse being carried by the same men throughout
the whole journey, without any relay or change, except
shifting the pole from one shoulder to the other. The
persoual bearers, however, travel quicker than those carry-
ing luggage, and generally arrive at the halting-places an

PALANQUIN TRAVELLING.

Lour or more before the others come up. Kach case was
fixed to a strong pole or poles of bamboo, sometimes by
cords, but more frequently by the strong tough tendrils
of different climbing-plants. The hollow of the bamboo
served for carrying salt, spoons, and various little properties
of the miromita, and sometimes small articles of European
make for relling at the capital. The men are very expert
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in packing and securing goods committed to their charge.
Prints, calicoes, and similar materials are often covered
with the leaves of the wvacos, a species of pandanus, and
are made perfectly impervious to the wet; and even sugar
and salt are carried in the same way through mist and rain
without damage.

As the conveyance of myself and baggage required more
than thirty men, and Mr. Plant took a dozen in addition
for his own use, it was some time before everything was
arranged, and there was a good deal of contention as to
who should get the lightest and most convenient packagos
to carry. We had hoped to start early in the forenoon,
but it was after one o’clock when we sent off the last cases,
and I stepped into my filanzana to commence the novel
expericnce of & journey in Madagascar. 'We made quite a
large party as we set off through the streets of Tamatave
and turned southwards into the open country. The rear
was brought up by a mairomite of some intelligence and
experience, who carried nothing but a spear, and who was
to act as captain over tho rest. His duties were to see aftor
the whole of the luggage, to take care that everyone had
his proper load, and to make arrangements generally for
houses and accommodation on the way.

My filanzina was a different kind of thing from the
chair in which I had gone to visit the governor. It was
of tho same description as that commonly used by Mala-
gasy ladies—an oblong shallow basket, with light wooden
framework, and filled in with & kind of plaited material
made of strips of sheepskin, and carried by poles of strong
light wood. In this 1 sat, legs stretched out at full
length, a piece of board fixed as a rest for the back, and
the whole made as comfortable as possible by means of
cushions and rugs. There was plentv of space in the
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filanzina for cxtra clothes, waterproof coat, telescope,
books, ete. 'When ladies travel any distance in this kind
of filanzana, a hood of coarse rdfia cloth is fixed, so as to
draw over the head and to protect from the sun and rain.
In my case a stout umbrella served instead, and a piece
of waterproof cloth protected me tolerably well from the
little rain which fell on the journey. The engraving
shows the usual style of filanzina used by men for short
journeys. Itis a much simpler kind of contrivance than
the ladies’ carriage, and consists merely of two stout poles
held together by a couple of iron bars, and with a piece of
untanned hide or strong cloth stretched betwecen them for
a seat. Sometimes a piece of board is suspended by rope
to serve as a foot-rest, and a light iron framework is added
as a support for the back and arms, My companion’s
filanzana was of the latter kind, and in some parts of the
jonrney was much more conveniently carried than my larger
and more cumbrous conveyance.

It was a fine warm day as we set off, the temperaturo
not being higher than that of ordinary summer weather in
England. Our course lay due south, at no great distance
from the sea, the roar of whose waves we could hear dis-
tinctly all through the first stage of the journey. In pro-
ceeding from Tamatavoe to Antananarivo the road does not
lead immediately into the interior, but follows the coast
for nearly seventy miles southward. Upon reaching Ande-
vordnto we leave the sea, and strike directly westward into
the heart of the island, ascending the river lharbka for
nearly twenty miles before crossing the mountain-chain or
venetrating the great forest. Leaving the huts of the
Bétsimisaraka quarter on the left, and the battery on our
right, we soon left Tamatave behind us and got out into the
open country. Our men took us this first day’s journey of

D
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nine or ten miles at a quick walk or trot for the whole way,
without any apparent fatigue. The road—which is a mero
footpath, or rather scveral footpaths, on a grassy undulating
plain—was bounded for some miles on oneside by trees, and
on the other by low bushes and shrubs. Besides the cocoa-
nut palms and the broad-leaved bananas, which were not
very numerous here, the most striking trees to a foreigner
were tho agave, with long spear-shaped prickly leaves on a
high trunk, and another very similar in form, but without any
stem—Dboth of which might be counted in thousands. I also
noticed numbers of the parasitical orchids growing on the
trees, especially the Angrecum superbum and A. sesquipedale,
which were just then past the flowering; another small
orchid, with pretty white flowers, was also very abundant,
The large plants had recently fetched a high price in
England, one species as much as £50 for a single specimen.

I had enough to do to examine these new forms of vege-
tation, as well as the birds, butterflies, and other inscets
which crossed our path every moment, until we arrived
at Hivdndro, a large straggling village upon a fine river
of the samo name, which here unites with several other
smaller strcams and falls into the sea. We had intended
to have gone on to Trinomaro, a village about a dozen
miles farther ; but finding that, through being late in start-
ing, we could not get there until after dark, we decided
to stop at Iivondro for the night. One house at most of
the villages upon the road to the capital is provided for
travellers, who take possession at once, paying nothing for
its use. 'The house here, which was somewhat better than
at most of the other stations, consisted, like all the dwellings
in this part of the country, of a framework of timber poles,
thatched with the leaves of the traveller’s tree, and the
walls of a kind of lathing made of cane or reeds. The
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ewalls and floor were here both covered with matting mad
of fibre from the leaves of the rdofia palm. In one corner
is tho fireplace, merely a yard and a half square of sand
and earth, with half-a-dozen large stones for supporting
the cooking utensils. The provision for a chimney was
very simple, being only a hole in the gable.

Our men soon came up with the luggage, and proceeded
to get out our kitchen arrangements, make a fire, put on
pots and pans; and in a short time, beef, fowls, and soup
were being prepared. Meanwhile Mr. Plantand I walked
down to the sea and then into the village, to call upon a
French creole trader, who was the only European resident
in the place. We brought him back with us, and found
dinner all ready on our return to the house. My large case
of drawing-boards formed, when turned upside-down and
laid upon other boxes, an excellent table; we sat round on
other packages, and found that one of our bearers, who
officiated as cook, was capable of preparing a very fair
dinner; and although the surroundings were decidedly
primitive, we enjoyed it all the more for its novelty. Our
friend amused us much by telling us funny stories, in
imperfect English, of various people—English, French,
German, and other adventurers, with whom he and others
at Tamatave bad been pestered at various times since the
accession of Raddma and the opening of the country to
Europeans—fully confirming what I had previously heard as
to the “rowdy” character of many of the foreign residents.
After our visitor had left us we prepared to sleep; three
or four boxes, with my mattress and clothes-bag, formed a
luxurious bed for myself, while Mr. Plant lay on the floor,
but found some minute occupants of the house so very
active that his sleep was considerably’ disturbed.

Next morning we were up before daybreak, and after a
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cup of coffee started a little before six o’clock. We walked
down to the river, which had to be crossed, and embarked
with our baggage in seven canoes. These canoes, like those
at Tamatave, are somewhat rude contrivances, hollowed
out of a single tree callod the varongy. They are sometimes
from thirty to forty feet in length, and upwards of four feet
in depth and width. There is no keel, so that they are
rathor apt to capsize if incautiously loaded. At each end
a kind of projecting beak is made, pierced with a hole
for attaching a mooring-rope. From the smoothness of the
sides, hnd the great length compared with the beam, they
can be propelled with considerable speed with fur less
exertion than is required to move a boat of European con-
struction. The natives use paddles shaped like a wooden
shovel. Theso they dig into the water, holding them
vertically, and giving a reverse motion to the upper part of
the handle. We went about a couple of miles up the
stream, which here unites with several others, forming
islands, the banks being covered with luxuriant vegetation
dipping down into the water. Conspicuous amongst this
was an immense waterlily, which occurred in great
numbers, After about twenty minutes’ paddling we landed,
and, when all our fleet arrived, mounted vur palanquins,
and set off throngh a narrow path in the woods skirting
the river. The morning air, oven upon this tropical coast,
was quite keen, making an overcoat necessary before the
sun got up,

Our road for somo miles lay along cleared forest, with
stumps of trees and charred trunks, white and black, in
every direction. They have a cnstom here of burning the
trees, that is, the leaves aud smaller branches, leaving the
trunks white and bare. This is said to bo as effective as
seasoning the timber. We saw numbers of a large crow, not
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perfectly black like our English species, but with a broadish
white ring round the neck, giving them quite a clerical air.
There were also many of the wvorom-potsy (white bird),
also called woron-tiun'-omby, that is, * bird liked by cattle,”
from their foilowing the herds to feed upon the insects
which annoy them. Wherever the animals were feeding
these birds might be secen in numbers proportionate to
those of the cattle. Tho oxen of Madagascar differ from
the European species in having very long horns, and a
large hump betwoeen the shoulders. In other respects
their appearance is the same, and the quality and flavour
of the flesh almost identical with that of English beef,
The hump, which consists chiefly of a marrow-like fat, is
considered a great delicacy by the Malagasy. When the
animal is in poor condition the hump is much diminished
in sizo, being, like that of the camel, apparently absorbed
into the system. It then droops partly over the shoulders.
Great numbers of oxen are fattened for several months
before the national festival is held.

‘We reached Tranomiro at half-past nine, and there
breakfasted. My bearers were a set of most merry, will-
ing, good-tempered fellows. As soon as they got mnear to
the halting-places they would set off at a quick run, and
with shouts and cries carry me through the village in
grand style, making a great commotion in the place.
This village does not bear out its name, which means
‘““many houses,” for there were not a score of houses in
the place. Leaving again at noon, in a few minutes we
cume down to the sea, the path being close to the waves,
which were rolling in from the broad expanse of the
Indiun Ocean. I was amused by the hundreds of little
red crabs, about three inches long, taking their morn-
ing bath or watching at the mouth of their holes, down
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which they dived instantaneously at our approach. I was
disappointed in not seeing shells of any size or beauty.
The only ones which differed from those found on our
shores were a small bivalve of an exquisite bluish-purple
hue, and an almost transparent whorled shell, resembling
the volute of an Ionic capital, but so fragile that it was
difficult to find a perfect specimen.

After somo time we left the shore’and proceeded through
the forest, skirting one of those lakes which run parallel
with the coast nearly all the way from Tamatave to Andé-
voranto. These lakes on the east coast of Madagascar are
a peculiarity of geographical arrangement which is, pro-
bably, found in no other country. They follow the line
of coast not merely between Tamatave and Andévorinto,
but also for more than 300 miles to the south of the
Intter place, and vary in distance from the sea from a few
hundred yards to four or five miles. The scenery of this
coast is of a very varied and beautitful nature, and the com-
binations of wood and water prescnt a series of pictures
which constantly recalled to me some of the loveliest land-
scapes that English river and lake scenery can present.
Our route ran for most of tho way between the lakes and
the sea. Occasionally a good part of this journey is per-
formed by canoes, but as the lakes are not perfectly con-
tinuous there is a frequent change to the palanquin, and
a chance of delay in procuring cances at each fresh sheet
of water.

A few months after my arrival in Madagascar, my friend
Mr. Plant, togethor with Captain Rooke, R.A.,* and some
other English officers from Mauritius, explored this re-

* See Proceedings of Royal Geograpaical Society for 1866: *“ A Bont
Voyage along the Censt Lakes of Madagascar,” by Captain W. Rooke,
LA, FRG.S,
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markable chain of lakes for upwards of 250 miles south
of Tamatave. They had a boat constructed for the pur-
pose at Port Louis, and made light enough to admit of
portage for a moderate distance between each fresh sheet
of water. They found that so nearly continuous were the
lakes that only thirty miles of the whole distance was
performed on land in passing from one to the other. It is
evident, therefore, how easily they might be connected by
canals, so as to form a complete water-communication along
a great part of the eastern coast. This work was actually
commenced by Radama 1., but, like many other of his
statesmanlike and enlightened projects, was interrupted by
his death, and has never since been resumed. Under the
native chief Coroller, several thousand men were employeil
in connecting the lakes near Tamatave; and there can bo
no doubt that if confidence is restored, and the country
relieved from fears of foreign interference, an enlightened
policy will take up this wuik, and thus give a most im-
portant impulse to the irade of the east coast. Captain
Rooke and his party did not proceed to the southern ex-
tremity of this chain of lakes, on account of the illness of
some of the party, and the uncertainty of tho friendly
character of the people so far south; but they learned
enough to show that the lakes extended a considerable
distance beyond the point they reached.

This coast scenery was in many parts exquisitely beau-
tiful, the shores being fringed with virgin forest, and
numerous islands studding the surface of the water. 1
noticed thousands of a picturesque tree along the banks—a
species of pandanus, with large roots above the ground,
seemingly intended to anchor it firmnly against floods and
violent currents, Wo saw in the woods the gum-copal treo
and many kinds of palms, with slender graceful trunks and
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crowns of feathery leaves. The parasitical creeping-plants
were very numerous, forming ropes of various thicknesses
crossing and binding the trees together in all directions.
Great masses of hartstongue fern (scolopendra) occurred on
the trunks of the trees, as well as the orchids (angreca) ;
wherever a trunk crossed our path in a sloping direction
it was covered with them. At every fork where a little
moisture and soil could lodge were the broad leaves of the
ferns or the waxy flowers of the orchids.

1 was much interested on my homeward journey in re-
cognising amongst the trees on the coast the celebrated
tangéna (Tanghinia venenéflua), from which is obtained the
poison used in Madagascar from a remote period as an
ordcal. The tangéna is about the size of a large apple-tree,
and could it be naturalised in England would make a
beautiful addition to our ornamental plantations. The
leaves are peculiarly grouped together in clusters, and are
somewhat like the separate parts of the leaf of the horsc-
chestnut. The poison is procured from the nut, and was,
until a very recent period, used with fatal effect for the
trial of accused persons, and caused the death of many
+housands of innocent people during the reign of Queen
Rinavalona.

We arrived at Andrinokoditra, a village of not more than
a dozen houses, carly in the day. From our house there
was a lovely view of the broad lake with its woods and
islands, while the sea was only two or three hundred yards
in the rear. It was difficult to realise that it was Sunday
—for it was quite impossible to discontinue our journey
before reaching this place. I therefore endeavoured to
keep the day in remembrance as much as possible by read-
ing the Lessons and Psalms for the day, and, as the hours
pussed away, communing in spirit with those at home
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engaged in Sabbath duties and enjoyments. We spent
the evening on the shores of the lake. Wild ducks and
many kinds of game were herc very plentiful, but a canoe
is necessary to reach the islands where they chicfly make
their retreats. After our evening meal, Mr. Plant slung his
hammock, whilo I again made a bed upon my drawing-
cases. 1 was somewhat disturbed, however, by the cock-
roaches, which persisted in dropping down from the roof
upon and around me. There was no remedy but to care
nothing about it, and to forget the annoyance in sleep.
Monday, October 5.—We were up soon after four o’clock,
and started before five, while it was still twilight. After
going a short distance through the woods we camo again to
the seashore, and proceeded for some miles close to the
water’s edge. For a considerable distance there wasonlya
low bank of sand between the salt-water of the ocean and the
fresh-water of the lake. In many places the opposite shore
showed good sections of the strata, apparently a red sand-
stone, with a good deal of quartz rock. We left the sca
again and went on through the woods, a sharp shower
coming on as we entered them. The rain soon ceased, and
at nine we got to Vavdny and breakfasted. Hero the chief
man of the village brought us some eggs as a token of his
goodwill towards the foreigners. I may remark that we
seldom stopped, either at midday or in the evening, at any
village without receiving a visit from the chief of the place
and his family, who always carried some present. Fowls,
rice, potatoes, eggs, and honey were constantly brought to
us, preceded by a speech, which, of course, was unintelli-
gible to me, but which, T was informed, was a recital of the
names and honours of the queen, and of their pleasure at
seeing the wvazaha (foreigner) in their village. The Mala<
gasy are a most hospitable people, always courteous and
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polite, and remarkable for the good faith they have always
kept in agreements and treaties with Europeans. This is
the universal testimony of travellers from the earliest time
the island was vigitel. The jealous feeling which has
grown up in more modern times is only the natural result
of the deception and oppression which many Europeans,
and especially the Freuch, have practised upon them.

Leaving Vavony between eleven and twelve o'clock, we
went on again through the woods along the shores of the
lake, which here spreads out into broad sheets of water
two or three miles wide. The scenery was delightful, both
shores being covered with trees; reminding me in many
places of the Wye, in others of the lake at Longleat, and,
in narrow parts, of Studley Park. Our road for miles much
resembled a footpath through a nobleman’s park in Eng-
land; clumps of trees, shrubberics, and short smooth turf,
all united to complete the resemblance. In some parts,
where the moroe striking tropical vegetation—the agaves,
cacti, and palms—wero not seen, the illusion was com-
plete. Clumps of filaos, o lolty larch-like tree (Casuarina
laterifdia), gave a very English appearance to much of the
sceuery. In other places we saw many specimens of the
sago palm, a trec much less in height than the majority of
the palms, not cxceeding twelve or fourteen feet, but with
the same long feathery leaves so characteristic of the order
of Palmacec.

There were also great numbers of a tree bearing a fruit
about tho size of an orange, but inclosed in a hard shell,
perfectly glubular, and requiring a smart blow to break.
It contains a greyish pulp, and a number of large black
sceds; and although by no meaus equal to an orange in
taste, its acid flavour was refreshing enough when thirsty,
and fatigued with the heat of travelling at midday. A



MALAGASY FEVER, .. 61

great deal of indiarubber is obtained on this céwst, as well
as gum-copal. These and other vegetable products will
probably at some future time become an important part of
the exports of the island.

Notwithstanding the beauty of this part of the country,
it is extremely unhealthy for foreigners. The rivers on
this coast all communicate with the lakes, and during the
rainy season great quantities of decaying vegetable matter
are brought down from the forests in the interior. The
large extent of lake and marsh on these plains bordering
the sea gives rise to a malaria which induces the dreaded
Malagasy fever. This diseasc is not so rapidly fatal as tho
yellow-fever of the West Indies, and differs from it in
several other respects. Cold fits of shivering alternate
with profuse perspiration. Europeans and Malagasy from
other parts of the country are equally liable to it, while
the natives constantly residing on the coast seem free from
its attacks. Quinine is found to be the most effectual
remedy, taken after anodyne and purgative medicines.
The Malagasy use vapour-baths and fomentations with
various herbs to produce perspiration, and their treatment
is frequently very successful. YWhen once the fover has
obtained a thorough hold upon the system, it scems almost
impossible to eradicate it; and those who may be living
far away from the coast, and even in other countries, have
been subject to slight attacksin rainy and hot weather for
many years after leaving Madagascar.

"The earlier accounts of the French and Portuguese settle-
ments on the coast of Madagascar represent the fever as a
frightful scourge, sweeping off a large proportion of the
soldiers and others who were stationed at their forts.
From this, the Isle St. Marie was called the * Grave of
the French,” and “the Churchyard” and “Dead Island ”
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by the Dutch and other settlers. There can be no doubt,
however, that the fever was often aggravated by the in-
temperate and dissolute habits of the earlier European
visitors, and by want of ordinary precaution and proper
medicines.

When Mr. Bevan and Mr. Jones, the first agents of the
London Missionary Society, landed on the coast with their
families in 1819, very little was known of the climate, or
the proper season to travel; and it so happened that they
arrived at Tamatave in March, before the rainy season was
over, and when there was yet much risk of fever. This first
mission-party was soon attacked by the disease: ono after
another was struck down by it, until, out of six persons,
one only (Mr. Jones) remained alive ; and he, prostrated by
the weakness following the attacks, was obliged to return
to Mauritius and recover strength before returning to the
work in the following year. So soon was the earliest mis-
sionary effort to evangelise Madagascar met by severe trial
and discouragement ; yet it was only the prelude to many
years of great success, and abundant tokens of the Divine
approval.

The adventurous traveller, Madame Ida Pfeiffer, found
the fever equally although not so immediately fatal. She
visited Madagascar in 1857, and her voyage home proved
to be the last of her travels. She was at the capital at the
iime when an attempt was made by certain French resi-
dents to dethrone the late Queen Ranavilona in favour of
her son Rakdto. The plot was discovered, and Madame
Pfeiffer, through her innocent knowledge of the scheme,
was visited with the queen’s anger and resentment equally
with the active agents in its attempted accomplishment.
The Europeans were all sent down to tho coast, but they
were obliged to travel so slowly as to make it highly pro-
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bable that the queen intended that they should die on the
road—not daring to execute them, but hoping they would
fall victims to tho fever. Nearly a month was spent on
the way, and although Madame Pfeiffer lived to reach
Europe, she died shortly after her return home, owing to
the hardships and privations of that terrible journey.

The greater portion of the high land in the interior of
Madagascar is free from the ravages of the fover, but not
entirely so. There arc certain districts where it is equally
prevalent, and even more fatal in its character. At about
two days’ journey to the north-east of Antaninarivo there
is a tract of country to which criminals are sometimes
banished. It is said that they seldom live long in this
pestilential air, but are struck down by tho fever within a
fow months after arriving at the fatal spot. These locali-
ties might with great plausibility have been assigned as
the habitat of the fabled upas-trce, whose poisonous in-
fluence was, within a comparatively recent period, believed
to have made the place where it grew a veritable Valley
of the Shadow of Death,

The most healthy time of the yecar for foreigners to arrive
on the coast and travel into the interior is during the
months of June, July, August, and September. I came
later than this, and did not experience any ill-effects,
although several of the mission-party, who preceded me by
a week, had slight attacks of the fever after their arrival at
the capital.

But to return to our journey. About two o’clock we had
to cross the lake, but as there was only one small canoe, it
took more than two hours to get all our baggage and men
over. We therefore strolled into the woods, finding plenty
to interest us in examining the orchids, ferns, and other
plants, most of them new to me. 'We captured an immense
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and very splendid spider, new to my companion, who had
made entomology his ‘special study. We were amused by
the little land-crabs, with their curious stalked eyes, folding
down into a case, and with the beautifully-marked lizards
and other living objects abounding in tropical forests. The
ferry is close to a village rejoicing in the name of Andavaka
Ménarana, that is, « the hole of serpents.” Notwithstanding
this ominous appellation, we were not frightened from our
path by even a solitary reptile, although a cave not far
distant is said to be a lurking-place for great numbers of
these creatures. On the other side, after more of the same
kind of scenery, we came out upon an extensive grassy
plain, from which we could see the purple ranges of forest-
covered mountains in the interior.

A littlo before dusk we arrived at Andévorinto, a large
village situated at the mouth of the river Ihardka, and
formerly the capital of the Bétsimisaraka tribes, before they
were reduced to subjection by the Hovas. This place
would be the natural port of the capital, but for the bar of
sand at the entrance of the river, Were it not for this
obstruction, ships and steamers could come up into the
interior for many miles. Like most of the African rivers,
many of the streams on this coast have a sandy bar at their
junction with the sea, preventing them from being of much
service as harbours for any but small vessels. In the bands
of Europeans, Andé¢voranto would become an important
seaport, giving access to a great extent of country.

The house at which we stayed here was quite a large
one, divided into three rooms—the walls covered with rofia
matting, and actually possessing windows (but, of course,
without glass) and doors. All the houses where we had
stayed previously had no windows, and a mat hung over
the entrance supplied the place of a door.
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‘While our dinner was being prepared, we walked down
to the sea and along the river-banks, hoping to find some
natural history specimens peculiar to the locality. During
our walk Mr. Plant related to me his success in obtaining
a specimen of that remarkable creature, the Aye-Aye,* an
animal peculiar to Madagascar, and of which only one or
two specimens have as yet reached Europe. The Aye-Aye
he procured was sent home to England in spirits, and from
it, I believe, Professor Owen prepared his monograph,
giving full details of its remarkable structure. The animal
is somewhat difficult to be obtained, as it comes out from
its retreat chiefly at night, and the people have some
superstitious feeling regarding it, so that even a large
reward is insufficient to induce them to attempt its capture.

The Aye-Aye is included among the four-handed animals;
but it is very unlike the monkeys, and appears to be a link
of connection between them and the Rodentia, or gnawing
animals. Its structure presents some of the most interest-
ing examples of typical forms being modified to serve
special ends, that any animal organisation can exemplify.
The food of the Aye-Aye consists of a wood-boring larva,
which tunnels beneath the bark of certain trees. To obtain
these, the animal is provided with most powerful chisel-
shaped teeth, with which it cuts away the outer bark. As,
however, the grub retreats to the end of its hole, one of the
fingers of the Aye-Aye’s hands is slightly lengthened, but
considerably diminished in thickness, and furnished with a
hooklike claw. Thus provided, the finger is used as a
probe, inserted in the tunnel, and' the dainty morsel drawn
forth from its hiding-place. There are also other modifi-
cations, all tending to the more perfect accomplishment of
the purposes of its creation ; the eyes being very large to see

* Cheiromys Madagascariensis,
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by night, the ears expanded to catch the faint sound of the
grub at work, and the thumbs of the feet largely de-
veloped, 50 as to enablo the animal to take a firm hold of
the tree while using its teeth.

‘We were not fortunate enough to find in our rambles one
of those cnormous eggs, a few of which have beon discovered
on this coast. Two or threc only have been brought to
Europe, together with some gigantic bones. They were
found at Mananzary, a placo about 200 miles south ; and if
the full-grown bird (Zpyornis) excceded other birds in size
as much as its egg exceeded other eggs, it must have been
the largest bird cver created. The egg is above twelve
inches long, and its capacity exceeds that of six or seven
ostrich-oggs, holding from ten to eleven quarts. Irofessor
Owen has, however, pointed cut that a large egg does not
necessarily imply a gigantic bird, sinco the little kiwi, or
apteryx, of New Zcaland produces an egg weighing a fourth
of its own weight when full-grown.*

At the houso whore we were quartered, we found, in ad-
dition to the luxurics of doors and windows, a bedstead., I
took possession of this, hoping to have some immunity from
the attacks of tho fleas; but they managed to scale the
citadel in which I fancied myself secure.

See Appendix A. : “The Rukh of Madaguscar ™ (Epyornis Mazimus),
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CIIAPTER 1V.
JOURNEY TO THE CAPITAL—FROM THE COAST TO THE INTERIOR.

Canoe voyage on river Iharoka—Crocediles—Superstitions dread of them by natives
—TFables and legends—River scenery and vegetation—Traveller’s tree—Mardmby
—Coffee plantation and orange grove—Difficulties of road—Character of scenery—
Climate—Ranomafina and its hot springs —Lace-leaf plant — Native granaries—
Endurance of bearers-—Appearance of the people—Native music—Capabilities ot
country — Ampasimbé — Cloth-weaving — Rbfla palm — Discomforts at night—
Béforona—Height of mountains and interior of plateaux—IHouses on route—IForest
of Alamazdotra—Difculties of travelling—Luxuriant tation—Orchids, bambx

and climbing-plants — Small of animal life—Remarkable fauna of Mada-
gascar—Geological theorics th Interior of island still unexplored — River
Mangdro—Incident during p tion—Grand prospect from Ifddy—Hova houses

—Insect life— Angdvo—Trecless character of Imérina — Number of villages—
Ambitomanga— Primitive toilette — First view of capital—Its sizc and extent—
Flight of locusts—Entrance into Antananarivo,

'UESDAY, October 6.—It rained heavily during the night
and nearly until daybreak, so it was half-past six o’clock
before we were able to leave Andivorinto. Hitherto we
had followed the seashore southwards; now we wero to
start westwards into tho interior. After an immense deal
of shouting and some quarrelling on the part of our bearers,
-who seemed to think it necessary for everyone to give his
opinion at the same moment, we pushed off in six large
canoes, and paddled away up the river Ihardka. For
several miles the stream is upwards of a mile in width, Tt
was & fine calm morning after a stormy night, and as wo
glided rapidly over the broad smecoth expanse of water, and
turned our canoe’s prow towards the interior mountains, I
began really to feel that I was on my way to the capital.
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JOURNEY TO THE CAPITAL.

Our last two or three days’ travelling,
although very pleasant, had seemed only
remotely connected with the journey to
Antaninarivo, but now there was no doubt
that we were moving directly for the
capital of the country.

After half-an-hour’s sail, we came to a
point where the river branches into three
streams, the one we took being about half
the width of the main current. We
passed many canoes and overtook others;
somo of these were filled with rice and
other produce, and had but a single rower ;
he sat generally at the stern,and gave a
fow strokes with the paddle on each side of
the canoe altcrnately, so asto keep the craft
in a straight course through the water.
Other canoes were filled with what was
evidently a family party, going together
to some of the markets held in one of the
ncighbouring villages. Our men seemed
to enjoy the exercise of paddling, which
was a change from bearing our palangnins
and baggage on their shoulders, and they
took us up the stream at a great speed.
More than once, indeed, I wished they
had been less enthusiastic, for they com-
menced racing with ono another, making
me not a little apprehensive of being
upset. It wonld not have mattered much
to them, as they swim fearlessly, and had
nothing to lose; but it would have been
unpleasant for us, even apart from the
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possibility of crocodiles, which abound in most of the rivers
of Madagascar.

These reptiles are so numerous in many parts as to be
a great pest, and they destroy great numbers of sheep and
cattle, and not unfrequently women and children, who in-
cautiously go into or even near the water. The Malagasy,
however, have a superstitious dread of these monsters,
which prevents them from attempting to kill them. They
rather try to propitiate the creature by prayers, and offer-
ings thrown into the water, and by acknowledging its
supremacy in its own element. At Itdsy, a fine lake
about sixty miles to the west of the capital, the people in
the surrounding villages believe that if a crocodile be
killed, a human life will, within a very short time, be
exacted by the monster’s hrother reptiles, as an atonement
for his death. Some years ago two or three French
travellers shot a crocodile in this lake, and such was the
people’s consternation and dread of the consequences, that
their visitors found it expedient to quit the neighbourhood
as quickly as possible. When bringing cattle down to
the coast, many are often seized in fording the rivers. Tho
mpanao-ody, or charm-makers, supply odys, or charms, to be
thrown into the water, as a protection from the crocodiles,
and these are said to be very effective; but their virtue is
of course due to the noise and shouting and beating the
water with which the offering of the ody is always accom-
panied.

There are a great many native fables and legends
about the crocodile, mostly tending to show its strength
and cunning. It is said, and I see no reason to doubt the
fact, that dogs have a sagacious way of deceiving these
reptiles when wishing to cross a stream. The people say
that a dog will, on coming to the riverside, stand for
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gome minutes barking furiously, knowing that the brutes
will be attracted by the noise; presently he runs off as fast
as his legs will carry him, and swims across at some dis-
tance higher up the stream, before his enemies have timo
to ascend against the cmrent. The eggs of the crocodile
are collected and sold for food in the markets, but I never
brought mysclf to test the merits of these delicacies.

We kept near the banks of the river, and so were
able to examine the luxuriant rank vegetation with which
they were covered. In many places we saw the bamboo,
with its léng-jointed tapering stem, but small here com-
pared with what we afterwards saw in the forest. Plan-
tations of ricoe and sugarcane mingled with plantains and
palms and other trees more English-like in appearance.
Numbers of great waterlilies, with leaves standing erect
in the stream, convolvuli, and numerous flowers of new
forms, everywhere met the eye. 'The shores were flat at
first, but became more hilly, and the scenery more varied,
as wo procecded.

Aswo sailed up the river the “traveller’s tree” * became
very plentiful, and soon gave gnite a peculiar character to
the landscape. This remarkable and beautiful tree belongs
to the order Musaceee, although in some points its structure
resembles the palms rather than the plantains. It is im-
mediately recognised hy its graceful crown of broad green
leaves, arranged at the top of its trank in the shape of a
fan, The leaves are from cwenty to thirty in number, and
from cight to ten fect long by a foot and a half broad.
"Chey very closcly resemble those of the banana, and when
unbroken by the wind have a very striking and beautiful
appearance. The name of “traveller's tree’ is given on
account of its affording at all times a supply of cool pure

* Urania gpeciose, or Ravinala Madagascariensis.
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water, upon piercing the base of the leafstalk with a spear
or other pointed instrument. This supply is owing to the
large broad surface of the leaf, which condenses the mois-
ture of the atmosphere, and from which the water trickles

THE “ TRAVELLER'S TREE.”

down into the hollow where the leafstalk joins the stem.
Each of these forms a little reservoir, in which water may
always be found. This property of absorbing moisture is
possessed almost to as great a degree by the banana. The
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leaves are used to beat the roofs in case of fire, on account
of the amount of water they contain; and the main stem is
full of small chambers filled with water, which has been
distilled by the smooth cool leaves of the trec.

The name of * builder’s trec ” might be given with equal
or greater propriety, for it is as useful to the inhabitants
of the coast as is the cocoanut palm to the South Sca
Islandors. Tho leaves are used for thatching and for tho
lining of houscs; the bark is beaten out flat, and forms
tho flooring, while the trunk supplies timber for the
framing and planking. Quantities of the fresh leaves are
sold every morning in the markets, and take the place of
plates and dishes. At tho new year's festival, and upon
somo other occasions, the jaka, or meat, killed at these times
is always served up, together with rice, upon pieces of the
leaves of the traveller’s trco or the banana; and a kind of
spoon or ladle is also formed, made by twisting up part of a
leaf, and tying it with tho tendrils of some climbing plant.

Our canoe voyage was nearly twenty miles in length,
tho last two or three up a narrow creck, not above twenty
or thirty feot in width. Tn one of the narrowest parts of
the stream wo were stopped by a treo, which had fallen
across the creek, just above the surface of the water. With
some trouble and difficulty the canoes were each hoisted
over the obstruction, the luggagoe being shifted from one
to anothor. Somo friends who came up about nine months.
aftorwards, told mo that tho treo was still there. Probably
it bad causod a stoppage huudreds of times, yot mno one
dreamed of taking tho little cxtra trouble nccessary to
remove it altogether from the passage. It was just the
same in the forest; when a tree fell across the road there it
lay for months, until it rotted away. Palanquins had to
bo hoisted over it, or with dificulty pushed beneath it,
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but it was never removed until nature helped in the work,
It seemed to bo no one’s duty to cut it up or take it out of
the way ; there are no “turnpike trusts,” and the govern-
ment never give themselves any concern about the matter.

We were glad to land at Maromby at ten o’clock, for rain
came on, and beforo we were well housed it poured down
for some time in torrents. Here we got as dessert, after
breakfast, a quantity of wild raspberries, which are larger
than the English kind, but with smaller seeds. Close to
the house where we stayed to breakfast was a coffee plan-
tation. The trees grow to the height of seven or eight
feet, with dark glossy leaves. What we term the berry is
really the seed, two being enclosed in a small scarlet fruit
about the size of a gooseberry, which is filled before the
seed is ripe with a sweetish juice. The coffee-plant thrives
in all parts of the island, and might be made a very
important addition to the exports of Madagascar.

Near the house wero also a number of orange-trees.
There was no fruit ripe at this time, but on my homeward
journcy I had the gratification of seceing here an orange-
grove with tho trees laden with thousands of the golden
fruit. We were allowed to take as many as we pleased,
and, as the day was hot and sultry, were not slow to avail
ourselves of the permission. Perhaps there are few more
beautiful sights than an orange-grove when the fruit is
ripe upon the trees. - The golden apples of the Hesperides
must surely have been the produce of an orange plantation.

The rain ceased after some time, but we did not get off
until past two o’clock, for our men became rather obstinate,
and evidently wanted to stay at Mardbmby for the rest of
the day. This we were not at all disposed to allow. At
last we started, and in a few minutes had a specimen of
the adventures that were in store for us in passing through
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the forest. In attempting to ford a stream, one of my men
suddenly sank nearly to his waist in a thick yellow mud.
It was by the barest chance that I was not turned over
into the water; howover, after some scrambling from one
man’s shoulders to another, I managed to get out and reach
dry land. There wasashaky ricketty bridge a little higher
up the stream, and by this I contrived to get across.
We now struck right into the hills, up and down, down
and up, for nearly four hours. The road was a mere
footpath, and sometimes not even that, but merely the bed
of a torrent made by the heavy rains. It wound some-
times round the hills, and somectimes straight up them,
and then down into the valleys, at inclinations difficult
enough to get along without anything to carry but one-
self ; with heavy loads requiring immense oxertion. My
palanquin described all kinds of angles; sometimes I was
resting nearly on my head, and presently almost on my
feot. When winding round the hills we wero continually
in places where a falso step of my bearers might have sent
us tumbling down sixty ov soventy, and sometimes a
hundred feet into the vulloy below. A dozen times or so
we had to cross streams foaming over rocks and stones, to
scramble down to which, aud vui again, wore feats requir-
ing no ordinary dexterity. I often expected to be tumbled
over inte the water or down the rocks, the path being
often steeper than the reof of a house. Several times I
got out and walked up and down the hills in order to
relieve the men; but Tafierwards found that they carried
me without fatigue up much steeper asconts. Some of
theso scenes were exccedingly beautiful; and, with the
rushing foaming waters, overhvng with palms, ferns, plan-
tains, and bamboos, made scores of scenes in which 3
painter would have delighted.
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the forest. In attempting to ford a stream, one of my men
suddenly sank nearly to his waist in a thick yellow mud.
It was by the barest chanco that I was not turned over
into the water; however, after some scrambling from one
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In passing along I was struck with the peculiar outline
of the hills; they are mostly rounded cones, called by
the French mamelle-shaped, and not connected together in
chains, but detached, with deep valleys between; so that
it would be impossible without a great numbor of bridges
or embankments to make a road with practicable gradi-
ents for vchicles. In almost every sheltered hollow
were clumps of the traveller'’s tree, together with palms
and bamboos. Thé hills appeared to increaso in height as
we advanced, while beyond them all in the far distance
we could see the linc of the central chain of mountains
covered with dense forests in every part. The scene, but
for the tropical trees, resembled the Lancashiro and West
Riding scenery, near the Todmorden Valley and Black-
stone Edge. As far as I could make out. the hills appeared
mostly of bright red sandstone or clay, interspersed with
quartz. Great black masses of rock crop out on the sides
of many of them in most curious fantastic shapes.

Mzr. Plant told me that it was a mistake to suppose that
there was any dry scason here, as it rains, more or less,
at all times amongst these hills. He also thought tho
unhealthiness of the climate was greatly exaggerated, as
he had bheen up the country in Decomber, in May, and in
October, and had found very little difference, except that
it was hotter in December than at other times. The
temperature, so far, did not exceed that of warm summer
days in England, with cool mornings and evenings.

Some time before we arrived at our halting-place, a
heavy rain came on, adding much to the exertion and not
a little to the discomfort of travelling. Still, through it
wo went, and reached Rino-mafina as it was getting dusk ;
ny lads bringing me in as usual at a full trot, after doing
seventeen or eighteen miles in less than four hours,
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The name of this place means “hot waters,” and is
derived from some hot springs which are found within a
short distance from the village. The water is medicinal in
character, and is said by the people to be of some benefit in
certain complaints. Tho ground near the spring is quite
warm to tho touch, the water itself being too hot to allow
one’s hand to be plunged into it. During the autumn of
the year 1867 the Queen of Madagascar, attended by many
thousands of her subjects, made a royal progress to the
east coast to sce this part of her dominions. One of the
objects of her journey was also reported to be to bathe in
these medicinal springs at Rino-mafina.

At this place I procured some specimens of that re-
markablo vegetable production, the Lace-leaf plant, or
water yam (Ouvirandra fenestralis). The existence of this
beautiful plant has been long known to botanists, but it
was introduced into Europe by tho Lev. W. Ellis after his
visit to Madagascar (1833-54); and from plants brought
by him to England it has been propagated, and specimens
sent to many of the chief botanical collections, as well as
to Kow, Chiswick, and the Crystal Palace. I knew of tho
plant boing abundant in somo of the streams on this coast,
and therefore described it as well as I could to one of my
bearers. A little time after our arrival at the village, he
brought me three or four plants, together with the roots,
and in one case with the flower also attached. The leaves
were from six to eight inches long and an inch and a half
wido; but I afterwards found at Mauritius that they grew
to moro than double this size in the Royal Gardens at
TPamplemouses,

As the namo implies, the lcaf is like a piece of lace-
work, or, more strictly speaking, like a skeleton leaf, the
spaces between tho veining being open. The veining is
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something like that of a lily-leaf, the longitudinal fibres
running through the whole length, and crossed at very
regular intervals by the transverse ribs, which are of
threadlike fineness. The scientific name, fenestralis (“ win-
dowed ”), conveys this idea of a regular arrangement of
structure. The leafstalk varies in length with the depth
of the water, always keeping a little below the surface.

THE LACE-LEAF PLANT.

Each plant has ten or a dozen leaves branching from the
root, which in the specimens brought to me resembled a
small potato. It is used for food by the Malagasy, and in
taste is like the farinaceous yam, common to most tropical
- countries. From this likeness the generic name Ouvi-
randra is derived—ouvy, or ovy, being the native word for
yam. The plant grows in running water, and thrives’
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best in a warm situation where the water is tepid. The
flower grows on a long stalk, and rises above the surface of
the water. 1t is of a pinkish colour, dividing into two
curiously-curved hairy tufts. Few objects can be imagined
more beautiful or interesting for cultivating in an aqua-
rium than the lace-leaf plant, which Sir W. J. Hooker
terms “one of the most curious of nature’s vegetable
productions.”

The ouvirandra is an cndogenous plant, included in the
order Juncaginaceee, to which the arrow-grasses and rushes
belong.

THE PITCHER-PLANT,.

The woods on the coast of Madagascar, wnere good water
is very scarce, furnish scveral species of those curious
and beautiful vegetable productions, the Pitcher-plants
(Nepenthes).

Taking a walk round the village before it was dark, I
noticed several houses raised upon posts five or six feet
above the ground. At the top of each support, just under
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the floor, was a projecting circle of wood, polished very
smooth. I found on inquiry that these buildings wero
granaries, and were raised in this way to protect the rice
from rats, which are a great annoyance in most parts of the
country. The smooth ring of wood effectually prevented
them from getting any farther than the top of the upright
posts. The ladder for getting up to these granaries is a
very primitive contrivance; it consists merely of a round
pole with notches cut in the upper part to kecp the foot
from slipping.

Wednesday, October 7.—We were astir early, and left our
quarters at six o’clock. It was a beautiful morning as we
recommenced our journey, and began to mount hills and
descend valleys and cross streams as before—with this
difference, that the hills became higher and steeper, and
the road more difficult. How our men managed to carry
themselves up and down, to say nothing of the heavy loads
on their shoulders, puzzled me, but they did their work
apparently without much fatigue. My set of eight bearers
were especially good fellows, merry and cheerful, always
taking the lead, and generally bringing me in a quarter of
an hour before my companions, and a considerable time
before the luggage came up.

When carrying, they wear but little clothing—merely
the salaka, or cloth, round the loins, and sometimes a
jacket made of some coarse material. In the cool mornings
they generally wore over the shoulders the lamba,* of rofia,
or hempen cloth; but during the rest of the day this was
bound tightly round the waist, or thrown upon the palan-
quin. The two sets of four men used to take the work in
«spells ” of a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes at a

* Lambla is the Malagasy word for cloth generally, but it has also a
specific use as applied to the chief article of native dress.
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time; when the others relieved them they did not stop,
but those taking tho poles of the palanquin would stoop
under and take it on their shoulders with hardly any jerk,
even when running at a good speed.  Occasionally one set
would take the duty for a couple of hours, while, if going
fast or on difficult ground, they relieved cach other very
frequently. Every thrce or four minutes they changed
the load from one sheulder to another, the leaders lifting
tho pole over their heads.

In proceeding on our journey we met great numbers
of maromita bringing poultry, manioc, potatoes, rice, and
other produce from the interior to the coast. These articles
are mostly brought to Tamatave and other ports, so that
the ships trading to these places are supplied with abun-
dance of provisions at a very moderate rate. The poultry
were enclosed in large open panniers, or baskets made of
strips of bamboo woven together, and slung at each end of
a pole of bamboo or light wood. We also overtook many
men taking European goods up to the capital—quantities
of cheap crockery, iron pots for cooking, and a great varicty
of other articles. Many also carried salt, and others the
same open wicker-baskets in which fowls are brought
down, but now containing quantities of the raw fibre of
the rofia palm, which grows very abundantly on the coast.
This is taken up to Antaninarivo and other parts of the
interior to be manufactured into cloth. Sometimes wo met
them singly, or twoand three together, but more often they
travelled in companies of ten, twenty, or thirty. Occasion-
ally we passed a Iova officer in a palanquin borne by his
slaves, and often with his wife and other members of his
family at a little distance in the rear, also in palanquins,
with female slaves attending them, and running at a good
pace to keep up with the men.
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In one day we often saw a great variety of face and
colour, and representatives of several of the different tribes
which people the island. The Malagasy are now, to all
intents and purposes, one nation, but they are made up
of several tribes which differ considerably in colour and
feature.

In the faces we saw every day, although there were fow
that would be called handsome, judging by a European
standard, yet there was a large proportion of good heads,
with high well-formed foreheads, and a general look of
quickness and intelligence. The impression given was
certainly not that of a race low in mental organisation or
capabilities, and subsequent experience fully confirmed
this opinion.

At Ambaitoharana, where we breakfasted, wo were fa-
voured with a little native music while our meal was being
prepared. The instrument consisted of a piece of bamboo
about four feet long, with parts of the strong outer fibre
detached, and strained over small pieces of wood resembling
the bow of a violin. With this simple contrivance the
performer managed to produce something of a tune, in a
soft plaintive kind of measure, not unlike the tones of a
guitar. This instrument is called the valika.

Qur midday journey this day was a continual ascent,
until we were evidently at a considerable elevation above
the sea. From one ridge we had a most extensive pros-
pect, and could see the Indian Ocean fifty or sixty miles
behind us, while before us was a yet higher chain of hills,
dark with the dense forests of Alamazadtra. As we rode
along I could not but observe the capabilities of the coun-
try, and its vast powers of production, were it brought
under cultivation. The hills would supply pasture for

millions of sheep; in the valleys, sugar, rice, and coffee
F
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might be grown sufficient for the consumption of the

British Empire; while the coast is admirably suited for
the cultivation of cotton. The country is rich also in

TREE-FERN.

mineral ores—in copper and iron, and probably also in
coal, in the northern parts. Every element of wealth is
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present, only wanting a larger population, and morc know-
ledge to develope the resources of the island.

We came this day into a belt of tree-forns, some of large
size, with their great fronds arranged horizontally in a
circle round tho top of the trunk. There were also great
numbers of pineapples growing wild, with the magnificent
scarlet flowers just developing into fruit.

We descended to, crossed, and went for some time along
a beautiful river, rosembling in many parts the Dove at
Dovedale, and in others the Wharfe at Bolton. The view
from the top of an immense hill, of the beautiful river
winding far below, was most charming. The paths by
which we ascended and descended would have astonished
us in England, but by this time a moderately smooth path
had become an object of surprise. In some places there
was only a narrow passage between rocks overhung with
palm and plantain leaves—most picturesque, but most
difficult to travel by.

‘We got in carly in the afternoon to Ampasimbé, a rather
large village. While waiting for dinner we watched tho
women at the opposite house preparing the material from
which they make the rofia cloth, It is the inner fibre of
the long grasslike leaves of the rofia palm (Sagus rufia).
The cuticle on each side is peeled off, leaving a thin white
fibrous substance, which is divided by a sort of comb into
different widths, according to the kind of material to be
made. In other villages we' saw the women weaving the
cloth with most rude and primitive looms, consisting merely
of pieces of wood stuck in the mud floor of the house, and
a framework of three or four pieces of bamboo. The ma-
terial they make, however, is a good strong-looking article,
with stripes of various colours and patterns woven into the
stuff, and is extensively used by the poorer classes.
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The rofia palm grows very abundantly on the coast, as
well as all over the island. It is, I believe, peculiar to
Madagascar, and can easily be distinguished from other
trees of its class. The trunk resembles that of many
palms in having a yugged and rough surface, but the leaves
are its most striking feature. They branch off from the
main stem rather low down, and are of enormous length, as
much as from twenty to thirty fect. Few trees are seen
perfect, as the midrib has a'very strong but light structure,
and on this account i8 largely used for ladders, for palan-
quin poles, and for anything requiring lightness as well as
strength, The leaf really consists of a great number of long
grasslike pinnato fronds set at right angles to the main
rib.  In sheltercd situations, the trec is found as high as
4000 feet above the sca-lovel.

If we had been disposed to copy the titles of some popu-
lar evening entertainments, the nights preceding this might.
have been termed “A Night with the Fleas,” and “A
Night with tho Mosqnitoes,” but this was emphatically
“ A Night with tho Rats.”  Wo sawand heard them racing
round the eaves of the house before we lay down, but as
soon a4 the light was put out they descended, and began to
rattle about our pots and pans in search of food. We got
up and fired a pistol among them, and this appeared for
. time to scare them away; but in the early morning
their attentions became so personal that we were obliged
to light a candle, and keep it burning on the floor all
night. After this wo had comparative quiet, but before
lighting the candlo thoy had boen scampering over my
companion in his hammock, and over mysclf as I lay on
the floor.

Thursday’s journey, although shorter than that of most
days, was one of the most difficult of all, especially the
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morning division of it—hills.steeper than cver, apd (if
possible) rougher footpaths, so that we were often obliged
to get out and walk, making the journey very fatiguing.
For nearly three hours we were passing through a dense

FALLS AT ANEVOKA IN THE FOREST.

wood; in some places the path was really frightful. I
found along the roadside several varicties of those beautiful
leaved plants, veined with scarlet and buff, which were so
much cultivated in England about that time. Ferns of all
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kinds were very abundant and luxuriant, from the minutest
species to the great tree-fern,

One afternoon’s journey took us for some distance along
a beautiful river, which foamed and roared over the rocks
in its course, and which wo forded repeatedly. The path
was most picturesque, but very fatigning ; in many parts
the track could hardly bo distinguished at all from the
dense rank growth of plants and long grass, We arrived
at Béforona at one o’clock, and fully intended to have pro-
ceeded another stage, as it was so carly in the afternoor,
but we found our men so exhausted that wo were obliged
to stay thero for the rest of the day.

Wo were now ascending towards the central plains of
the island, which lie at a considerable elevation above the
sea-level. To reach this frons the cast coast we have to
cross the great chain of mountainy which forms the back-
bone of Madagascar, and runs nearly throughout its whole
length from north to sonth. This mountain range is con-
siderably to the east of the centre line; but about midway
it sends off a branch which makes a vast sweep in a circular
direction, enclosing, or nearly so, a comparatively level
platean. This is Ankova, i.v. the country of the Hovas, and
of their eapital, Antaninarivo. Although this and the other
central plains are a consideralile height above the sea, yet
the mountains do not rise to great altitudes. The highest
points of the range called Ankiratra, which cucloses Ankova
to tho south and west, do not probably exceed 10,000 feet
in height, whilo Ankova itself is elevated between 4000
and 5000 feot abovo thu level of tho sea. There appears
to be rather a gencral rising of the surface than any great
elevation of detached points. On my return to England
in 1867, I found how much less difficult was the journey
from Antandnarivo to the coast than that in the opposite
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direction, owing of course to our descending instead of
ascending. The journey from Alamazadtra to Rinomafina,
which occupied threo days in going to the capital, was
easily accomplished in two in the homeward journey.*
Béforona is situated in an almost circular valley, with a
river running through it and surrounded by hills. It has
the reputation of being a very unhealthy place, probably
owing to its moist and warm atmosphere,and being so shut
in by hills and woods. There was nothing, however, at
either of the times when I passed through it, to give an
unfavourable impression of the place; on the contrary, I
was rather prepossessed in its favour. The village, like
most in this pait of the country, has the houses arranged
in a square. Their floors are generally raised a foot or
more above the ground, and are formed of bark, beaten ont
flat and laid upon bamboos. The framing and roof are made
of light poles or split bamboo, filled in with the leaves of
the traveller’s tree, and thatched with the same material.

* The section of the route from Tamatave to the capital at page 68
has been prepared from the information supplied by Lieutenant Oliver
and Commodore Dupré in their books. The heights are supplied from
observations taken by aneroid barometer by M. Dupré. 'The gradual
rise from the sea to the great forest will be observed in the section, and
then the sudden step upwards to the central plains at the Angavo
mountains, which are, indeed, only mountains on one side, as they
form tho edgo of the great platean of Ankova. They rise from 1000 to
1300 fect above the plain of the Mangoro.

The following are the elevations of the chief points in the route :

Béforona - - - 1390 feet above sca-level.
Alamazadtra - - 2308 ” "
Moramanga - - 2888 ,, . .
Ifody 1auge - 3677 , ” »
Angavo range (lnghcst

point) - - - 4346 . “

Antananarivo (summit) 4320 ,, ” »
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In the centre of some of these village squares was a flag-
staff, and in others, a pole with the skulls and horns of
bullocks fixed to it. These are in some cases memorials of
the festivities connected with the circumecision, and in
other instances are apparently regarded as sampys, or
charms, protecting the place and its inhabitants from evil.
We were surprised to sce three-fourths of the houses un-
occupied. many half pulled down, and hardly a man about
the place. This was probably owing to the alarm then
felt about the French, which had led the native government
to largely increase the army, and to call out almost all the
cffective malc population in the central districts. 'We had
a visit from the wife of the chief of the village, who
brought us a present of fowls and rice. She and her
attendants squatted on the floor round us, where they sat
for somo time.

After resting awhile, we strolled along one of the streams
with our guns, to try and obtain specimens of some of the
birds peculiar to the neighbourhood. On our way back we
observed some boys uring an instrument called isiriaka,
with which thoy are able to kill small birds. It consists
of along and fine bamboo with the internal divisions re-
moved. A small arrow, tipped with an iron point, is
inserted, and is discharged by blowing at the larger end.
About threo inches of ihe end is covered with wool, to
fill up the aperture and prevent any “ windage.” They
use this with great precision, and can strike a mark at a
considerable distance. A similar weapon is used by the
Indians of South America in the countries bordering the
Amazon river.

Friday, October 9.—Left Béforona soon after five, and for
nearly four hours were passing through the forest of Alama-
zadtra, over the highest hills and the most difficult paths we
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had yet seen. Certainly this day’s journey was the most
fatiguing of any on the whole route, so that when we
reached our balting-place I was thoroughly exhausted,
and glad to throw myself down on the mattress on the floor
and sleep for an hour or two. At one part of the road
there is a long steep slope of clay, known as Fitomanian-
’omby, or “ weeping-place of the bullocks,” so called from
the labour and difficulty with which the poor animals
mount the steep ascent on their road down to the coast.
In coming down this and similar places, the utmost
carc was necessary on the part of the bearers; but
they are very surefooted and patient, and take every pre-
caution to carry their burden safely. In ascending wo
frequently required the help of all cight men to drag the
palanquin up to the top. The villages in the heart of
these vast woods aro few and far between. Our halting-
place for breakfast consisted mercly of three or four
woodcutters’ huts in a few squarc yards of cleared
ground.

Our afternoon’s work was much the same as the morn-
ing’s. In many places the rain had made a perfect slough
of thick mud, and my men had hard work to get through.
I could not cease to wonder how my heavy luggage was
brought along. For a considerable distance our way lay
along a most romantic-looking stream, whose course was
broken by great masses and shelves of rock, over which
poured beautiful cascades. reminding me of Welsh river
scenery. Often in the higher parts of the road, where the
rivers down in the gorges were hidden by the dense masses
of wood, we could hear the roar of waters in the profound
stillness of the forest. At the chief pass in this chain of
hills we passed a tremendous cliff of rock, which riges
sheer out of the valley to a height of four or five hundred



90 JOURNEY TO THE OAPITAL.

feet—certainly one of the grandest natural objects I had
ever seen.

Notwithstanding the fatigue of the journey, it was im-
possible not to be struck with admiration and delight at
the grandeur of the vegetation. The profusion and luxu-
rianco of vegetable lifc were very extraordinary. There
appeared {o be few trees of great girth of trunk, but their
height was considerable, especially in the valleys. High
over all the other trees shot up tho mastlike trunks of
many varietics of palms, with their graceful crowns of
feathery leaves. A densc undergrowth of shrubs, tree-
ferns, and dwarf palms made in many places quite a green
twilight ; while overhead, the hranches wero interlaced and
bound together by countless crecping-plants, whose rope-
liko tendrils crossed in all dircctions, and made a labyrinth
which it was hardly possible to pass through, Occasionally
we came across large tiees in flower, giving a glory of
colour seen nowhere but in tropical woods.

The orchids were very abundant. Wherever a fallen
tree hung across the path, thero they found a lodging-place,
and beautified the decaying trunks with their exquisite
waxy flowers of pink and white. The variety of wild
flowers was very surprising. My bearers soon perceived
how interested I was in observing their novel and curious
forms, and brought to me all the different varieties they
found near the path, so that in the cvening my palanquin
contained a large collecticn of specimens of flowers and
plants gathered during the day. I managed to dry some
few, but the greater part had to be thrown away, as I had
no means of preserving themn to take up to the capital.

In some parts of the wood: the different species of
bamboos gave quite u peculiar and distinct character to the
vistas. Some of them shoot up in one long slender jointed
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stem, with fringes of delicate leaves, and haug over the
path like enormous whips; while other species clothe the
more sturdy trees with a dense mantle of pale-green drapery.
In that portion of tho forest through which we passed this
day, numbers of the trees were ornamented with long
pendent masses of feathery grey moss or lichen, giving
them a most venerablo appearance, and reminding me of
the opening lines of Longfellow’s ¢ Evangeline : ”

“This is the forest primeval. The murmuring pines and the hem-
locks,
Bearded with moss, and in garments green, indistinet in the
twilight, ,
Stand like Druids of old, with voices snd and prophctic,
Stand like harpers hoar, with beards that rest on their bosoms.”

Some of the trees we passed wero of cnormous height ;
one palm especially wo noticed, standing right in our path,
with a straight trunk that could not be less than a hundred
feet high before the leaves shot out. The Madagascar
forests contain a large variety of valuable timber trees,
chiefly of the hardwooded specics; mahogany of various
kinds, teak, camphor-wood, ebony, and rosewood, are all
very abundant, and if internal communication should be
opened up would form a valuable addition to the exports
of the country.

Although tho vegetation was most luxuriant, I was sur-
prised by the almost perfect silence of the woods, and tho
extreme rarity of animal life. Except an occasional note
from a bird, and sometimes the wild melancholy cries of
the lemurs, there was a deathlike silence, unbroken even
by the hum of insects. This was no doubt partly owing
to the season and the wet weather, for there is a great
variety of insect life in tho warmer months, But the chief
reason lies in facfs of which I was then unaware, and which



94 JOURNEY TO THE CAPITAL.

perhaps may be appropriately mentioncd in this place
From the foregoing descriptions of forest scenery it will
be seen that the flora of Madagascar presents many new
and striking forms of vegetablo life; but its fauna is still
more oxtraordinary. The vegetation is interesting and
oxcoptional, but the animal lifo is still more so, and in the
words of Dr. Sclater. secretary to the Zoolugical Society,
“ presents one of the best-known and strangest anomalies
in geographical distribution.”* This zoological peculiarity
consists as much, or more, in what is wanting, as in what
is present.  Separated from Africa by a channel not three
hundred miles broad at une point, we should have supposed
that Madagascar would partake to a great extent of the samo
charactoristics, as regards animal life, as the neighbouring
continont. But it is really remarkably different. There
is an extraordinary absenco of animal life, especially in the
larger species of mammalia: and this remark applies not
only to the forests, but to every known part of the island.
I'irst of all, the large carnivora arc all wanting; thero
are no lions, leopards, tigers, panthers, or hyenas—nothing
larger than a wild cat and a small species of wolf being
known. The large thick-skinned animals, so plentiful in
every river and forest in Afriea, have no representatives
in Madagascar; mo elephaut browses in the woods, no
rhinoceros or hippopotamus lazily gambols in the streams, °
‘The numerous species of antolope, gazelle, deer, and giraffo
which scour the African plains ave entirely absent, and, ex-
cepling two varicties of ox, there is no specimen of this useful
class of mammals. Even thoe horse has been introduced
from Europe, while its cousins, the zebra and quagga, have
no place in the Madagascar fuuna. The order of mam-

* See Quarterly Journal of Bcience, April, 1864: « Mamnmls of
Madagascar,” by P. C. Sclater, a.a., rr.p,
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malia most developed is the four-handed, or qua‘drumanu H
but this, again, is represented by but a single group, the
lemurs, which are the most characteristic animals of the
island. There are no true monkeys or apes, nor does the
gorilla put inan appearance. The lemurs are very distinct
from all these, and are very pretty creatures, bearing but
little resemblance to the half-human, grotesque appearance
of some of the quadrumanous animals, or to the savage cha-
racter of the larger apes and baboons. Tho head with its

THE RUFFED LEMUR.

muzzle is liko that of a dog; cne species has a large and
long bushy tail barred with black and white, which is
gonerally curled round the back and neck when the animal
ig at rest. Another variety has a curious development of
hair on the face, giving it the appearance of possessing a
pair of very bushy white whiskers. They are gentle and
affectionate in disposition, and being easily tamed ave often
kept as pets.

As far as is yet known, the mammalia of Madagascar
consist of only forty-nine species—an extraordinarily small
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number for such a large island ; and of these, twenty-eight,
or nearly two-thirds, belong to the lemuridee. Still stranger
is the fact, that these animals are allied to Asiatic rather
than to African forms. These are certainly most remark-

DOUBLE-BANDED GERRHOSAURUS.

able and anomalous occurrences, and from them and other
zoological facts, Dr. Sclater has drawn the following con-
clusions :—1. That Madagascur has never been connected
with Africa as it at present exists; 2. That Madagascar
and the Mascarene Islunds must have remained for a long
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epoch separated from every other part of the globe; and
3. That some land-connection must have existed in former
ages between Madagascar and India.

It may be further remarked, that excepting the two
varieties of the ox, a species of wild boar, goats and sheep,
all animals found in tho island are small. Besides tho
lemurs already mentioned, there are several species of
bats, some of the small insectivorous animals, the hedgehog,
tenrec, etc., and onoe or two of the rodentia, The same
remark applies also to the birds, excepting the probably
extinet sepyornis. There are many varieties of falcon,
hawk, ow], parrot, and the smaller birds; but the larger
kinds—the eagles, vultures, etc.—seem to be wanting, It
must be remembered, however, that Madagascar has been
but very imperfectly explored. Many large tracts of the
interior have never been visited by Iluropeans, and a great
portion of the island is still an unknown country. A
comparison of the few maps which have been prepared of
Madagascar will show how imperfect is our knowledge of
the interior, and how untrustworthy is the information
they supply. There can be little doubt that an exploration
of the whole country would add great numbers of new
species, both of plants and animals, to those at present
known to naturalists.*

On Saturday morning, at seven o’clock, I wished Mr.
Plant good-bye, and set off with my men, leaving him at
the village, which he intended making his headquarters
for two or three weeks, while collecting natural history
specimens in the forest. The road was not nearly so
difficult as on the past day, so that I had no need to alight
from the palanquin all the way to Ampasimpotsy, where 1

* Sce Appendix B, : “Notes on the Natural History of the Island,”
G
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stayed to breakfast. The hills were much more moderate
in height, with a good deal of open clearing, although theo
forest still continued on either hand, but mnot in those
dense masses of wood through which wo had pierced on the
preceding day. '

Leaving our halting-place at noon, we gradually got
clear of the woods, ard early in the afternoon ascended a
very high hill, from which we could see to a great distance,
both westward and castward. Behind us was the great
chain of hillg, covered with forest, through which we had
passed, while in front stretched a vast undulating plaim,
bare and almost without a trec. Beyond this was the line
of the blue mountains of Ankiy, and beyond these again
those of Ankdva.

It was dull travelling alone, aftor the pleasant companion-
ship of a fellow-traveller ; and in making arrangements for
meals, ote., I felt how perfectly helpless a man is when he
cannot speak 50 as to bo understood. I was a barbarian
to my men, and they were barbarians to me ; for my stock
of Malagasy words was very limited, and probably almost
unintelligible as to pronunciation, so that I was at a com-
plete standstill for nearly everything I wanted to say.
We reached Moraminga, at ihe commencement of the
great plain, soon after three in the afternoon, and there
halted for tho rest of the day. This village is a military
post of the Hova government, and on coming down from
the capital, passports are examined by the officer in charge
of the detachment stationed here.

Next morning we were stirring early, and left Mora-
manga whiloe it was still dusk. There was a thick mist,
and my men wore shivering with the cold, against which
their scanty clothing formed a poor protection. For an
hour or two we saw but little except for a few yards around
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us; but as the sun rose, the fog rolled up like a vast
curtain, revealing the beautiful line of the Ifody hills
straight before us, some six or eight miles distant. The
slopes were partly covered with trees, but a good deal of
the surfice was brown and bare. The plain, although
level compared with the country we had passed through, is
full of undulations and dcep hollows, which appeared like
the beds of streams in the rainy season. In the deepest of
tho clefts runs-a beautiful and rapid river, the Mangbro,
about 150 feet wide at the point where we crossed it in
canoces. 'This river falls into the sea at about the centre of
the eastern coast, and is of considerable size at its mouth.
It would be a valuable means of communicating with the
capital, were its course not so much interrupted by rocky
1apids at many points.

This ferry at Andikana (i.e., *“at the canoes”), where
wo crossed the Mangoro, will always have an interest from
its connection with an incident during the persecution in
the reign of Ranavilona. When Rafiravivy and her com-
panions were fleceing from their fierce persecutors at the
capital, they were stopped on their way down to the coast
by the difficulty of crossing this river. The day and night
before thcy rcached the Mangdro were full of peril and
fear. They had tracked their course,as well as they could,
through the dopth of the forest, shunning the beaten path
and every house, until it was midnight ; then, weary and
footsore, they laid themselves down to rest, but the cold
and heavy rain drove sleep from theireyes. On proceeding
towards the ferry in the morning, they were terrified to
find two hundred soldiers there, on their way to Tamatave.
They hid themselves until evening, but again came the
question, how to get across. The river was wide and deep,
and as crocodiles abounded, the risk of attempting to swim
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was too great. They thereforc came to the conclusion
that they could only get over in the ferryman’s canoe. So
after it was dark they went down again to the river; the
canoe had just returned from the opposite bank, to which it
had carried a party of soldiers. Putting a old ffce upon
the matter, and their faces being hidden by the darkness,
they asked the man to take them across; and, supposing
that they had belonged to the party of soldiers who had just
passed, he consented, and thus, in the hands of Providence,
became the unconscious instrument of their deliverance.

Soon after crossing the river. we commenced the ascent
of Ifody, a very steep and difficult path, for an hour or
more ; but as we mounted higher and higher, a glorious
prospect revealed itself. Looking back after we had
reached tho summit, there was the Moraminga plain,
bounded by the distant forcst-clad mountains of Alama-
zadtra; and, ncarer the Lase of the hill, the Mangoro could
bo secen in a wavy blue line, stretching far away to the
south, until it was lost in the dim distance. Before us, to
tho left, was a lovely valley, fortilo and green with rice-
ficlds, watered by the Vuidla river and shut in by the
Angavo range; whilo on the right was a confused mass of
hills, looking like a mighty sca which had suddenly been
hardened and fixed in its tossing. As I went up to the
capital this view was striking and impressive; but as tho
sun was nearly vertical, there was not that variety of light
and shade which brings out conformation of surface. But
ou my return-journcy I was fortnnate in seeing this prospect
soon after sunrise, when the shadows were dark, and the
mists wero rolling round the heads of the hills; and never
did any scone appear 50 grand and wild to my eye or
imagination as was this view from the top of Ifddy in that
early morning,
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There was much more evidence of civilisation as we
proceeded ; many of the valleys being occupied with rice-
fields, which were kept covered with water by a system
of irrigation. We had now got into the country of the
Iovas, and could see an evident difference in the appearance
of the inhabitants. They were lighter in colour and had
longer hair than the coast tribes. Some men whom we
passed had an immense quantity of curly black hair,
resembling that ‘of some of the South Sea Islanders, I
was sometimes puzzled fo know at first sight whether the
people wo passed were men or women. The dress varies
very little, the hair of both being done up in a number of
knots; and as the men have but little whisker or beard, and
have a practice of plucking out what does grow, there was
little by which to distinguish the sexes.

Not only were the people different in appearance, but
the dwellings also had a much more civilised look. Several
of the houses at Ambddin-angivo were of the true Hova
type, with high-pitched roofs, made of strong timber frame-
work, and filled in with thick upright planking, instead of
the slight bamboos and leaves of the coast houses. They
were boarded inside, and had other rooms above the ground
floor. The rafters at the gables are carried up for two or
three feet above the ridge, and the ends rudely carved—the
first attempt at architectural adornment I had seen in
Madagascar. The house at which I stayed had a much
more comfortable appearance than any I had been in before,
having two rooms on the ground-floor, the walls covered
with matting, and actually chairs!—a luxury I had not
seen since leaving Tamatave. I feolt that I was getting
near civilisation again.

It was some time before all the luggage came up, and as
I could not ask about it, I was obliged to wait until the last
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case was brought in, and the captain announced * zab,”’
meaning “the lot.” While dinner was preparing I strolled
out into a ravine near the house, and was struck with the
beauty and variety of the insects, as indeed I had been in
many parts of the journcy. There are butterflies of
gorgeous hucs, dragonflies, grasshoppers of exquisite
beauty, and the very spiders with coats of gold and silver.
These latter were of enormous size; we saw hundreds of
them in the middle of their large geometric webs as we
came along. Some of the larger lines forming the main
structure of the web are very strong and tough, requiring
an effort to break them. Somo of these spiders bite so
soverely as to cause large swellings on the part attacked,
and two small specics are saic to be so venomous as to cause
doath in two or threc hours.* I was astonished one day to
seo some bushes covered with ensrmous caterpillars, five
or six inches long, in a gorgeous livery of black, yellow,
and scarlet. T was unable to ascertain whether the moth
or butterfly is the more abundant, but there are some very
largo slow-flying butterflies, ono of which measures eight
inches across the extended wings.

Reading the psalms and lossons for the day, and one of
St. Paul's ecpistles, closed this most strange Sabbath—the
seventh away from home and all the happy associations of
Christian worship. I felt rejoiced in anticipating that, all
being well, on the next Sunday 1 should be again permitted
to join in public worship with English Christians, and was
glad to think that my long yet rapid journey of seven
weeks was nearly finished. I could not but earnestly hope
and pray that to the country which T had passed through,
now lying in heathen darkness, the time might soon come

* Bee Appendix B.: “Notes on the Natural History of the Island.”
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when in every village one house, at least, might be dedi-
cated to the worship of the “ only true God ” and His divine
Son; and that ¢ these valleys and rocks,” which, as yet,
had “never heard the sound of the church-going bell,”
might become vocal with songs of praise, and witness num-
bers keeping holy day and learning the way of salvation.

Monday, October 12.—We loft the village bofore sunrise,
and immediately began the ascent of Angavo, one of the
highest hills in this part of the island. It is an enormous
mass of granite, capped with clay, the summit scarped and
fortified with earthworks. The hill was a fortress of the
Bézinozano, and was long besieged by Radama 1.; and it
was only from his being possessed of firearms that he was
able to subdue its defenders, and reduce the surrounding
country under his authority. Angivo is, however, not a
detached hill rising from a plain on every side, but rather
a vast natural bastion or outwork of a higher plateau of
country.* There was a gorgeous sunrise, which covered
the greater part of the sky with a perfectly crimson light,
unlike anything I have cver seen before or since ; and wo
wero thankful that we had to climb the hill at that early
and cool time of tho day, for it was one of the longest and
steepest ascents in the whole journey. Then, for another
hour or two, it was the same work as on Thursday—through
a part of the forest, scaling tho ascents and then doscending
into the gorge. One place especially, where we crosscd a
small river, was a perfect combination of beauty, with the
rushing waters, luxuriant foliage of fern and palm and
bamboo, and hundreds of large butterflies hovering over
the stream.

At cight o’clock we got to Ankari-madinikia, and stayed

* See page 86.
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for a few minutes while my bearers bought manioc-root and
other refreshments at the village market. I did not get
out of the palanquin, but numbers of people came round
me, offering various articles of food for sale—sweet potatoes,
honeycomb, and wild raspberries. I did not stay longer,
expecting to get to Ambitominga, the last station, for
breakfast, and to reach Antaninarivo in the evening; but
hill after hill was passed, and although numbers of villages
were seen, nono of them was the one we wanted. We had
at last left behind us the region of forest, and were now on
the bare open uplands of Imérina. 'The hills were less
steep and more rounded and bare, reminding me of some
parts of the English chalk-downs. In many places, how-
ever, enormous masses of grey limestone or granite appeared
cropping out of their sides, and in several instances rising
to great heights. For many miles I could see them rising
high over overy other hill; {wo especially might have been
taken for vast churches, and others for Titanic castles, with
towers and walls, so steeply do they rise up.

There were signe of approaching the capital in the num-
ber of villages which came in sight. The country also
was much more cultivated— chiefly, howevor, in the valleys,
where the bright green patches of rice gave a refresh-
ing contrast to the brown and bare appearance of the hill-
sides. These lattor were now parched for want of moisture,
for it was gotting towards the close of the dry and cold
season, when there is hardly any rain for more than five
months. In many places great black patches showed
where the grass and ferns had been sct on fire. This is
done shortly before the rains come on, and the rank coarse
grass is succecded by a crop of fine short herbage, suitable
for pasture.

I began to fear we should not reach the capital that day,
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as { had fully anticipated, for it was noon before we caught
sight of Ambatomanga, then two or three miles distant.
This place has a very important and picturesque appear-
ance, being considerably larger than any other town on the
road. Over a number of smaller dwellings, one large house
rises conspicuous, with its lofty high-pitched roof and
double verandah. To the north of the town, but close to
it, is a lofty pile of blue basalt rock, probably a couple of
hundred feet in height, and crowned with a stone tomb
and other buildings, which, at a distance, give it the air of
a fortification. With a little trouble it could be made an
almost impregnable citadel. Coming near to the town we
saw, at some little distance, a large number of people seated
on the ground in a circle, and, from the number of spears,
I thought at first that it must be a kabary, or council of
war. But it proved to be a perfectly peaceful assemblage,
being a large weekly market, at which several hundred
people were present from the country round, busily en-
gaged in buying and selling rice, poultry, and other articles
of food, as well as of native manufacture. My men stopped
here for some time, buying for me and for themselves, and
at last about one o’clock we ontered the last station on the
road to Antananarivo.

Ambatominga has quite the air of a fortified town,
having walls of clay surrounding it, and deep fosses or
moats. I stopped at the large house which I had noticed
at first, and found it to have much more of architectural
pretension than anything I had yet seen. A large
verandah surrounded it, supported on timber posts, and
carrying a gallery at the level of the second storey, with
good moulded cornices, and framing to the walls. Venetian
shutters and panelled and framed doors gave it quite a
civilised appearance after the mere sheds in which I had



106 JOURNEY TO THE OAPITAL.

been sleeping for so many nights past. The house was
divided into three rooms on the ground-floor, the centre
one being the largest; a lofty and good-sized apartment,
with boarded floor, walls, and ceiling, all planed and well-
finished. The owner—a fine-looking man (whom I after-
wards found to be connected with the royal family) with a

CHIEF'S HOUSE AT AMBATOMANGA,

vory English-looking and intclligent countenance—gave
me a welcome in a little broken Knglish. It was, however,
too scanty to allow of much conversation, and finding he
made use of some French words, I tried him in that lan-
guage, but with similar results. Ilis knowledge of European
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tongues was apparently confined to about a dozen short
phrases; for he repeatedly said “ Tank you, sir,” giving me
a hearty shake of the Land at the same time, as if he
thought that was the proper formula to be observed.

T breakfasted in an hour or two’s time (at three o’clock),
in public, as I had often done before, being apparently an
object of great interest {0 a number of children and women,
who assembled at the open door to observe the foreigner,
and learn something of ¢“y° manners and customs of y°
English.” I had, however, become accustomed to this,
and did not feel at all discomposed by the attentions paid
to me. At Ambatominga, travellers to the capital gene-
rally begin to prepare for a more civilised state of socioty
than they have met with on the road ; so I mowed away a
beard which had had free course since leaving Tamatave,
and finding in the house a large soup-plate, persuaded my-
self that it was a washhand-basin. Our ablutions had
generally been performed at some of the rivers we crossed,
or at springs near the villages, but the soup-plate was a
decided advance upon these primitive arrangements. My
proceedings appeared to give great interest to the score or
two of people collected round the door, who viewed my
operations for getting more presentable with great curi-
osity. During the last few days I had felt that I was
making considerable ¢“advances back ” towards the original
savago and his ways, and half inclined to believe that
there was some foundation for the theory that we had
cmerged originally from such a state.

A little before dusk I walked out with the chief to visit
the castle-like tomb on the top of the rock. From heroe
there was a grand view in the light of the setting sun; tho
hills of red clay gave back the warm rays with an intensity
of colour quite new to mo, The tomb on the top was a
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large stone structure, well worked, with a sort of open
balustrade and bold mouldings. Upon it was a small
wooden house built for the spirit of the departed, this kind
of structure being only found over the tombs of the
Andrians, or members of the royal clans. It was protected
by lightning-conductors, giving it mach the appearance of
being a small powder-magazine. Walking round the house
after dusk, I was surprised to sce alurid glare in the sky on
all sides. On examining the cause, I found it was pro-
duced by the grass burning on the hills, which showed out
in lines of fire for many miles distant in every direction.
Tuesday, October 13.—With a glad heart I took my
seat in the palanquin soon after six o’clock, rejoiced to
think that this was the last stage in my long journey, and
that when I alighted it would be at Antandnarivo. About
three-quarters of an hour after leaving Ambatominga we
caught our first sight of the capital, twelve or fourteen
miles distant. There it was—a great cily, far larger than I
had supposed, and different from any place I had ever seen
before,—on its lofty rocky hill, a mile and a half long,
covered with houses; and in the centre the enormous bulk
of the great palace, with its arched verandahs and steep
roof, all painted white, and shining in the morning sun,
towering over every other object. There are some moments
in our lives which stamp themselves indelibly in the
memory, and are different from any we afterwards expe-
rience, and such were those fow minutes when I first saw
Antandnarivo. What ahost of dim vague ideas of faith and
constancy, and courage and devotion, of which that city had
been the scene, arose to my mind! I could hardly realise
the fact that within the last few 7ears those hpights had
been consecrated by the blood of martyrs, and had witnessed
aloyalty to Christ and to conscience worthy of the best ages
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of the Church. And then, as I remembered that my work
there was to raise lasting memorials in imperishable granito
to these Christian confessors, I felt as if it were all a dream.
But as I rode along and read, as I generally did, the Psalms
for the day, how like a new voice, full of support and en-
couragement, did those words in the 68th Psalm seem,
“Thy God hath sent forth strength for thee!”

On we went, over the long rolling moorlike hills, losing
sight of the city every now and then, and presently coming
in view of it as we mounted the ridges. In my impatience
it scemed as if we got no mearer, although of course
every few minutes brought out more of the details of the
place, and revealed its masses of dark houses clustered on
the sides of the rocky hill. There were numbers of people
in the roads, and more signs of civilisation in the stone
bridges by which we crossed several streams. I wasstruck
with the great mumber of villages to be seen in every
direction, many of them enclosed in walls of red clay, laid
with a good deal of care,in regular courses, and apparently
very hard and durable. The houses also were all built of
the same material, and many of them were enclosed in
circular or squarc-shaped courtyards with ornamental gate-
ways. Many of the villages were surrounded with deep
fosses, and some with walls and stone gateways, which gave
one the impression that there must formerly have been a great
deal of internal warfare to need such elaborate defences.

The large amount of land under cultivation was very
observable, especially compared with the country we had
passed through ; the valleys were green with rice, and the
uplands planted with root-crops and vegetables. Within a
mile or two of the city we passed for a quarter of an hour
through a perfect cloud of locusts, which covered the
ground and filled the air. I began to realise ome of the
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plagues of Egypt. Many varietics of this insect are com-
mon in Madagascar, and occasionally they cduse great
destuction to the crops.

As we got nearer and nearer I could not but wonder at
the picturesque and grand site of Antaninarivo, and its
size, 80 much greater than I had been prepared for. About
a mile from the foot of the hill, my men suddenly brought
me into an inclosure of clay walls, with a small house or
two in the area, and set mo down. A large number of
ITova officers and soldiers werc assembled there. Entering
the houso I found M. Laborde, the French consul, with his
secretaries, and two Malagasy officers, gorgeous in blue
uniforms and gold lace, who had been sent to escort the
consul into the city. M. Laborde had left Tamatave
moro than a weck before me, and had only just arrived at
the capital. ITe was bearing despatches from Commodore
Dupré with reference to the disputed Lambert treaty. He
informed me that it would be neccessary to apprise the
government of my arrival, and that I must wait until per-
mission was sent to entor the city. Iresently, the whole
party set off in their palanqnins, with the band playing,
up the steep and rough road lcading into Antaninarivo.

Here T waited for two hours, wundering how long I
should bo dotained. At last I was delighted to see an
English face, and to be able to use my tongue again after
u silence of three or four days. Tt was one of the mis-
sionaries, who had been looking out for me; and finding
that there was no necessity for any further delay, wo set
off together, and in a few minutes were ascending into the
city by some of the most breakneck paths I ever traversed,
not excepting the worst parts of the furest. Insome places
the road was merely a rough and steop stair cut out of the
vock. Few of the streets are any better; in fact, there are
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only two roads at all passable, and these are very rugged,
the rock being blasted away to open a path. However, we
soon reached the upper part of the city, and in a few
minutes were set down at Dr. Davidson’s house, at the
corner of the large triangular space called Andohalo, whero
a market is held, and the national councils, or kabarys, are
convened. Here I received a hearty welcome from Dr.
and Mrs. Davidson, and in a short time also from the rest
of the missionary brethren, who came as soon as they heard
of my arrival. With a glad and thankful heart I found
myself at last in the capital of Madagascar, after a long
.and yet a rapid journey from England ; with cheerful anti-
cipations of being able to do something in the service of
Him who had protected me thus far, and grateful, I trust,
for a thousand mercies vouchsafed in travelling, both by
land and sea.
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CITAPTER V.
ANTANANARIVO, THE “CITY OF A THOUSAND TOWNS.”

Plcturesque situation of capital—Height of city hill—Few large buildings—View of
city from east — Ambbhipdtsy—-Memorial church — Stone house—Radama’s good
intentfons — Roman Catholic chapel — Prince Ramdnja’s house—Royal palaces—
Fiaravdhitra memorial church—Steep roads into ity—Few streets —Andent gate-
way — Malagasy soldiers — English words of command — Extensive views from
summit of hill — Andohdlo—Grest place of me ting— Native cburch —Roman
Catholic mission buildings — Ancient fig-trees -- Caunon—~Ambohijanabary - Plain
of lmihamasina — Sacred  stone — European burial-ground — Lake and queen’s
summer-house—Gardens near the city—Central achoul — Printing-offices — Paved
roudway — Ambatonakanga and its memorial church—Upemng—DMarket system—
Visit to Zomd—Native productions and manufactures—>lave market— Government
workshops—Mission hospital—Sanitary conditlon—Water-supply of city.

THE bold and picturesque situation of the capital of
Madagnscar has already been spoken of. It is hardly
possible to conceive of a more commanding position for a
capital than its site affords. It must, however, be allowed
that the external advantagoe of situation is counterbalanced
by its difficulty of access; for the steopness of the sides
of the hill makes it almost impossible to construct a road
which would bo practicable for vehicles, did any such exist.
Antandnarivo is built upon the summit and slopes of a
long and lofty hill of granite and basalt rock, which rises
from a comparatively lovel part of the proviuce of Imérina.
This hill stretches from north to south for a distance
of nearly a mile and & half, and rises to a height of
about 500 feet above the plain. The southern, eastern,
and wostern sides riso steep and abrupt from the level, but



PICTURESQUE SITE. 113

the northern end branches into two arms or divisions
which slope down to the plain by long and easy inclinations
The ground is most precipitous on the western side. At
one point the cliffs are perpendicular, and even overhang-
ing; great masses of rock jut out, and enormous fragments
are strewn about far below, showing that at a recent period

VIEW OF THE EAST SIDE OF ANTANANARIVO.
From a Photograph by Ree. W, Eilis,

a landslip had occurred. This is said to have been caused
by the shock of an earthquake which shook the city and
the surrounding country between twenty and thirty years
ago.

For several miles around there is no other hill having
anything like the size or height of that on which Antana-
narivo is built, To the south and north for ten or twelve

H
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miles there is a comparatively lovel country, and to the
west and north-west a perfectly flat plain for a consider-
able distance. Owing to this, the city hill is a most con-
spicuous object from many parts of Imérina, and from cer-
tain points of the country to the west : at a distance of more
than forty miles, we distinctly saw it, with the lofty white
roofss of the palace shining in the afternoon sunlight. It is
probably visible for a much greater distance from some of
the hills to the north-west, and also from the Ankaratra
mountains in the south-west; for whenever wo catch a
glimpso of the city it is at once recogniscd by the vast
bulk of the palaces towering over every other object. 'The
air in these clovated central regions of Madagascar is won-
derfully clear and bright, and objects can be seen at im-
mense distances with a precision and sharpness of outline
unknown, or very rarcly seen, in onr damp and misty
northern atmosphore.

Approaching Antaninarivo from tho east—thoe side from
which it is generally seen by foreigners for the first time—
we seo the steep eastcrn declivities and slopes covered with
o dark mass of houses, placed without any apparent order
or arrangement, which, indeed, is almost impossible from
the nature of the ground. Few bmildings, except the
palaces, are conspicnous from the rest, for those houses
which are of timber are unpainted, and soon become of a
dark neutral tint ; while their steep roofs, thatched with the
hérana, or triangular rush-—or, in the caso of some of the
larger houses, composed of wooden shingles or clay tiles—
are equally dark and monotonous in colour. The houses
on the lower parts of tho hill, which arc mostly of clay,
are also generally uncoloured, so that at a distance there is
little to distinguish them from the grouad on which and
out of which they are built.
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The city, therefore, owes but little of its striking cha-
racter to man’s handiwork ; its picturesqueness arises
almost entirely from its natural position. Still, the sky-
line is broken by two or three lofty houses, and within the
last year or two, a striking addition has been made to the
external appearance of Antandnarivo by the erection, on
most conspicuous points at each extremity of the city hill,
of granite churches as memorials of the Christian devotion
and courage of those who gave up their lives for Christ’s
sake during the ycars of persccution.

Let us halt for a few moments in our journey to the
capital, and from a point about a mile distant to the east-
ward, take notice of its main features and outline. Begin-
ning at the southern end, which rises abruptly at an angle
of 45° or even stecper, from the plain, we see on the
summit the spire and roofs of the memorial church at
Ambohipotsy. This word means * white village,” and
the place is so called from the light-coloured rock and
earth of which this part of the hill is composed. Hardly a
house is built on its steep slopes, which form an inexhaust-
ible granite quarry for the surrounding neighbourhood.

This church is built within a few yards of the spot where
Rasaldma, an heroic young Christian woman, the proto-
martyr of Madagascar, was put to death by spearing in
1837, at the commencement of that reign of terror which
lasted for more than five-and-twenty years, and only ter-
minated with the death of Queen Ranavalona. Many
others afterwards suffered at the same place, which was a
common execution-ground until a very rccent period. So
narrow is the ridge at this point that there was barcly
room to get in the foundations of the church, and it had to
be kept somewhat narrower than was intended from thig
cause.
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Following with the eye the line of the ridge, we come
next to a long low structure which hardly breaks the sky-
line, for it is built on a terrace below the crest of the hill.
It is, however, remarkable as being the only stone build-
ing in Antanidnarivo, with the exception of the memorial
churches, It is known as the Stone House, and has a
melancholy interest from being connected with the name
of the misguided young king Radama 11.; being at once a
monument of his good deeds and good intentions, and of
his terriblo fall into follies and sins which involved the
loss both of his crown and his life. It has no architectural
b