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BOOK IV.
i

YOYAGES, SETTLEMENTS, WARSy AND TRADE, OF THE
FRENCH IN THE EAST INDIES.

'WHEN I began this work, I took an oath that I
would adhere ftriétly to truth ; and hitherto Iam
able confcientioufly to declare, that I have not departed
from it. May my hand wither, if it thould happen, that
by a predileétion, which is but too frequent, I fhould
cither deceive myfelf or others with refpe& to the faults
of the French nation. I will neither extenuate the good
nor the evil which our anceftors have done ; and the Por-
tuguefe, the Dutch, and even the Englith themfelves, are
the people whom I will call upon to atteft my impartial-
ity. Let them read, and pronounce my featence. If
they fhould find that I have remitted in favour of the
French that feverity with which I have treated them, I
ﬁive them leave to clafs me among the number of thofe

atterers, who for thefe two thoufand years paft, have
poifoned the minds of the people, and of their fovereigns ;
let them add my volumes to the numerous monuments
there are exifting of the fame kind of meannefs ; let them
fufpect me of having given way to the impreflions of ter-
rors, or of having been feduced by the allurement of
hopes ; let them treat me with the utmoft contempt,

Vel, i1,



2 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book 17

Ancient revolutions of T'uE ancient Gauls, almoft al-
the commerce in France. ways at war with each other, had

no other intercourfe but fuch as
favage nations, whofe wants are always few, can have
with each other. Their conne@ions abroad were ftill
more circumfcribed.  Some navigators from Vannes car-
ried earthen-ware to Great Britain, where they bartered
it for dogs, flaves, tin, and furs. Such of thefe articles
as they could not difpofe of at home, were conveyed to
Marfeilles, and exchanged for wines, ftuffs, and fpices,
which were brought there by traders from Italy or
Greece.

This kind of traffic was not carried on by all the Gauls.
It appears from C=z{ar’+ account, that the inhabitants of
Belgia had prohibited the importation of all foreign com-
moditics, as tending to corrupt their morals, They ima-
gined that their own foil was fufliciently fruitful to an-
{wer all their wants. "I'he Celtic and Acquitanian Gauls
swere not fo {tri&. To enable them to pay for the com-
moditics they might procure from the Mediterrancan, and
for which the demand was continually increaling, they had
recourfe to a kind of labour that had never before occur-~
ved to them : they colle@ed with great care all the gold
duft that was brought down with the fand along the fircam
of feveral of their rivers.

Although the Romauns had neither a turn for trade, nor
held it in any kind of eftimation, it ncceffarily increafed in
Gaul, after they had fubdued, and in fome mealure civi-
lized it. Sca ports were eftablithed at Arles, Narboenne,
Bourdcaux, and other places. Magnificent roads were
everywhere made, the ruins of which we ftill behold with
altonithment. Every navigable river had its company of
merchants, to whom confidcrable privileges were granted.
Thefe were called nautes, and were the agents and {prings
of a gencral circulation.

This riling {pirit was checked by the inroads of the
Franks and other barbarous nations; nor was it reftored
to its former altivity, even when thefe robbers had cfta-
blifhed themfelves in their conquelts. Lo their favage
fury fucceeded an unbounded paflion for wealth, to gra-
tify which, they had recourfe to every kind of oppreflion.
Lvery boat that came to atown was to pay a duty for en-

4



Book 1V IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES." 3

trance, another for the falute, a third for the bridge, a
fourth for approaching the fhere, a fifth for anchorage,
a fixth for leave to unload, and a feventh for ftore-room.
Land carriages were not more favourably treated, and
were expofed to the infufferable tyranny of cuftom-houfe
officers, who were difperfed all over the country. Thefe
excefles” were carried fo far, that fometimes the goods
brought to market did not produce enough to pay the ex-
pences incurred before the fale of them. A total difcou-
ragement was the neceffary confequence of fuch enormi-
ties. -

Cloifters foon became the only places where induftry
prevailed, and manufaétures were carried on.  The monks
were not then corrupted by idlencfs, intrigue, and dec-
bauchery. Ufeful labours filled up the vacancies of an
edifying and retired life. The moft humble and robuit of
them fhared the toils of agriculture with their vaflals.
Thofe to whom nature had imparted lefs ftrength, or more
underftanding, applied themfelves to the cultivation of the
negletted and abandoncd arts.  All of them in filence and
retirement were engaged in the fervice of their country,
the fubftance of which their fucceflors have inceflantly de-
voured, while they difturbed its tranquillity.

If thefe reclufe perfons had not had recourfe to any of
thofe iniquitous meafures that have led them to the degree
of wealth to which we now fee, not without indignation,
they have attained, they muft neceffarily have acquired in
procefs of time, as it was one of the immediate effe&ts of
their conftitution. The foundcrs of monalteries had not
the leaft idea of the confequence, though evident enough
of the aufterity, they impofed upon a monaftic life. They
were not aware of the accumulation of riches, the limits
of which it is impoflible to fix, whenever the annual reve-
nue exceeds the annual expenditure. This expenditurc
being always the fame, and fubje& to no variation, except

. that of the circumftances which raife or lower the price of
provifions ; aud the overplus of the revenue being conti-
nually accumulating, muit at length, however trifling we
may fuppofe it, form a great mafs of wealth. The pro-
hibiting ftatutes ena&ed with refpeét to poffeffions in
mortmain, may therefore retard, but can never put an en.
tie ftop to, the progrefs of monaltic opulence. The

A2



4 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Buok IV,

‘cale is not the fame with the families of citizens which
are.not {ubfervient to any kind of rule. A prodigal fon
fucceeds to an avaricious father, fo that expences are never
upon the fame footing. The fortune is cither diffipated,
or it is improved. Perfons who have laid down rules for
religious focieties, have done it in the fole view of making
holy men ; but their regulations have tended more dire&ly.
and more ¢ffeGually to make rich ones.

" Dagobert excited the fpirit of his countrymen. in the fe-
venth century. Fairs were opened, to which the Saxons
flocked with tin and lead from England ; the Jews with
jewels and gold or filver plate ; the Sclavonians with all
the metals of the north; traders from Lombardy, Pro-
vence, and Spain, with the commodities of their refpec-
tive countries, and thofe they received from Africa,
Egypt, and Syria; the merchants of every province in
the kingdom, with whatever their foil and their induftry
afforded. Unfortunately, this profperity was of a fhort
duration ; it difappeared under indolent kings, but revived
under Charlemague.

This prince, who might without flattery be ranked with
the greatelt men recorded in hiftory, had he not been
{ometimes influenced by fanguinary {chemes of conquett,
and fullied with a&s of perfecution and tyranny, feemed
to follow the footftcps or thole firlt Romans, whofe re-
laxations from the fatigues of war, were the labours of
agriculture. He applied himfelf to the care of his vaft
domains, with that clofenefs and fkill which would hardly
be expected from the moft affiduous man in a private fta-
tion. All the great men of the ftate followed his exam-
ple, and devoted themfelves to hufbandry, and to thofe
arts which attend, or are immediately conne@ed with it.
From that period the French had many of their own pro-
duétions to barter, and could with great eafe make them
circulate throughout the immenfe empire which was then
fubjet to their dominion.

So flourifhing a fituation ﬁrefented a frefh allurement
to the Normans to indulge the inclination they had for
piracy. Thofe barbarians, accuftomed to feck from plun-
der that wealth which their foil did not afford, poured
forth in multitudes out of their inhofpitable climate in
guell of booty. They attacked all the fea-coafts, but
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more efpecially thofe of France, which promifed the
richeft fpoil, with the greateft avidity. The ravages they
committed, the cruelties they exercifed, the flames they
kindled for a whole century in thofe fertile provinces, can-
pot be remembered without horror. During that fatal
period nothing wis thought of but how to efcape flavery
or death. There was no intercourfe between the feveral
parts of the kingdom, and confequently no trade.

In the meantime the nobles, intrufted with the admia
piftration of the provinces, had infenfibly made themfelves
mafters of them, and had found means to make their
authority hereditary. They had not, indeed, thrown off
all dependence on the head of the empire ; but, although
they retained the humble appellation of vaflals, they were
not much lefs formidable to the ftate than the kings in the
neighbourhood cf its fronticrs.  They were confirmed in
their ufurpations at the megorable era when the fceptre
was removed from the family of Charlemagne to that of
the Capets. Trom that time there were no national aflem-
blies, no tribunals, no laws, no government. In that fa.
tal confufion, the fword ufurped the place of juftice, and
the free citizens were forced to embrace fervitude, to pur-
chafe the proteétion of a chief who was able to defend.
them.

Commerce could not poffibly flourith when loaded with
the fhackles of flavery, and in the midft of the eontinual
difturbances occafioned by the moft cruel anarchy. In-
duftry is the child of peace; nothing deprefles it fo much
as lervitude. Genius languifhes when it is not animated
by hope and emulation ; and neither of thefe can fubfift
where there is no property. Nothing is a ftronger recom-
mendation of liberty, or more fully proves the rights of
mankind, than the impofiibility of working fuccefsfully
to enrich barbarous mafters.

Nonc of the kings of France had any conception of this:
important truth, till they became fenfible of it, from expe-
tiencing the inconveniences of an authority expofed to.
perpetual reftraint.  They therefore endeavoured to limit
the power of thofe fubaltern tyrants, who, by ruining their
unfortunate vaffals, perpetuated the calamities of the mo.
narchy.  St. Lewis was the firft who introduced trade
1ato the fyftem of government. Before his time. jt wau

- A 8



6 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Bosk 7p.

only the work of chance and circumftances. He brought
it under the regulation of ftated laws; and he himfelf
drew up ftatutes, which -have ferved as a model for thofe
that have fince been enaGed.

Thefe firft fteps Ied the way to meafures of greater im-
portance. The old law, which ferbade the exportation
of all the produétions of the kingdom, was ftill in force,
and agriculture was difcouraged by tiNs abfurd prohibi.
tion. The wife monarch removed thefe fatal impedi-
ments ; expecting, not without reafon, that a free expor-
tation would reftore to the nation thofe treafures which
his iinprudcent expedition into Afia had lavithed.

Some political events feconded thefe falutary views.
Before the reign of St. Lewis, the kings of France had
but few ports on the ocean, and none on the Mediterra-
nean. ‘T'he northern coafls were divided between the
counts of Ilanders and the dgkes of Burgundy, Norman-
dy, and Britany : the reft belonged to the Englith, The
fouthern coafts were poflcficd by the counts of Touloufe,
and the kings of Majorca, Arragon, and Caftile. By
this arrangement, the inland provinces could not, without
much difficulty, open a communication with the foreign
markets. The unipn of the county of Touloufe with the
crown, removed this great obftacle, at lealt with refpe&t
to @ part of the French territory.

Philip, the fon of St. Lewis, in order to improve the
advantages ariling from this acquifition, endeavoured to
draw to Nifmes, a city vnder his jurifdi&ion, part of the
trade carried on at Dontpeliier, which belonged to the
king of Arragon. The privileges he granted preduced
the defived efle@ : but it was {oon found that this fuccefs
was not of much real advantage.  The Italians filled the
kingdem .with fpices, perfumes, filks, and all the rich
ftuffs of the Ealt. 'T'he arts had not made fufficient pro-
grefs in Trance to admit of their produttions being of-
fered i exchange; and the rcturns of agriculture were
inadcquate to the expences of {o many objeéts of luxury.
A tiade of fuch valuable articles could not be carried on
without money, and there was bnt litde in the kingdom,
efpecially fince the expeditions of the crufades; although
France was then richer than moft of the other Luropecan
nations,

Philip, furnamed the Fair, was fenfible of thefe truths;
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he found means to improve agriculture, fo as to anfwer the
demands of foreign importations ; and thefe he reduced,
by eftablithing new manufa@ures, and improving the old
ones. Under thisreign the miniltry firlt undertook to guide
the hand of the artift, and to dire& his labours. The
breadth, the quality, and the dreffing of the cloths, were
fixed ; the exportation of wool, which the neighbouring
nations came to purchale in order to manufature it, was
prohibited. Thefe were the lealt unreafonable meafures
that could be purfued iu thofe times of ignorance.

Since that period, the progrefs of the arts was propor-
tioned to the decline of feudal tyranny. The French,
however, did not begin to form their tafte till the time
of their expeditions into Italy. They were dazzled with
a multitude of new obje@s that prefented themfelves at
Genoa, Venice, and Florence. The ftricinefls obferved
by Anne of Bretagne, under the reigns of Charles VIIT
and Lewis XII, at firft reftrained the conquerors from
giving full {cope to their propenfity for imitation ; but no
fooner had Francis ‘I invited the women to court, no
fooner had Catherine of Medicis croffed the Alps, than
the great affeéted an elegance unknown before fince the
firlt foundation of the monarchy. The whole nation was
feduced by this alluring example of luxury, and the im-
provement of the manufatures was the natural confe-
quence.

From Henry IT.to Henry IV the civil wars, the un-
happy divifions of religion; the itnorance of government,
the {pirit of finance which began to have its influence in
the council 5 the barbarous and devouring avarice of men
in bufinefs, encouraged by the protetion they enjoyed ;
all thefe feveral caufes retarded the progrefs of induftry,
but could never deftroy it. It revived with frefh {plend-
our under the frugal adminiftration of Sully. It was al-
moft extinguifhed under that of Richelieu and Mazarin,
both governed by the farmers of the revenue ; one wholly
taken up with his ambition for empire and his fpirit of re~
veage, the other with intrigue and plander.

No king of France had ever ferioufly  Fir/ voyages of
confidered the advantages that might ac- the French to
crue from a trade to India, nor had the the Eafl Indics.

Ag
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emulation of the French been excited by the luftre which
other nations derived from it. They confumed more
caftern produtions than any other nation ; they were as
favourably fituated for procuring them at the firft band ;
and yet they were content to pay to foreign induftry what
their own might as wcll have partaken of.

Some merchants of Rouen had ventured, indeed, in
1503, upon a fmall expedition ; but Gonneville, who
commanded it, met with violent ftorms at the Cape of
Good Hope, was caft upon unknown lands, and with
much difficalty got back to Europe.

In 1601, a focicty formed in Bretagne fitted out two
fhips, to endeavour to get a fhare, if poflible, of the
riches of the Eaft, which the Portuguefe, the Englifh,
and the Dutch, were contending for. Pyrard, who com-
manded thele fhips, arrived at the Maldives, and did not
return to his own country till after an unfortunate naviga~
tion of ten years. )

A new company, headed by one Girard, a native of
Flanders, fitted out fome fhips from Normandy for the
ifland of Java, in 1616 and 1619. They returned with
cargoes {ufficient to indemnify the adventurers, but not to
encourage them to any frefh undertakings.

Captain Reginon, upon the expiration of this fruitlefs
grant in 1633, prevailed upon fome merchants of Dieppe,
two years after, to coter upon a track which might be
productive of great riches, if properly purfued. For.
tune baflied the endeavours ef the new adventurers. The
only advantage gained by thefe repeated expeditions, was
the high opinion that was conceived of Madagafcar, which
till that time had been negle@ed by the Portuguefe, the
Dutch, and the Englith, who had not fouud there any
of the obje@s which attraGted them to the Eaft.

The favourable impreffion the Irench had received of
this ifland, gave rife to a company in 1642, which intend.
ed to make a confiderable fettlement upon it, with a view
of fecuring to their fhips the neceflary refrefhments for
failing further. The clarter of this company was to latt
twenty years ; but the cruelties committed by its agents,
together with their many aéts of perfidy and difhonefty,
put an end to its cxiftence before the completion of that
period.  1ts capital was confumed ; and in return for all
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i ences, it had nothing more than four or five ham. .
;z::,x%t::atea along the cofﬁ, conftruéted with planks, co-
vered in with leaves, furrounded with ftakes, and decorated
with the pompous name of forts, becaufe there were a few
batteries upon them. The defenders of thefe wretched
huts were reduced to the number of one hundred robbers ;
whofe tyranny daily increafed the hatred t}mt_ had been
{fworn againft their nation. A few fmall diftriéts, aban-
doned by the natives, and fome rather more extertfive,
from which a tribute of provifions was exaéted by force ;.
thefe were the only advaptages that had been obtained.

T'he marfhal de la Meilleraie feized upon thefe rains,
and conceived the proje&t of refloring this ill.conduéted
undertaking for his own private emolument. He met
with fo little fuccefs, that his property fold but for
20,000 livres [833l. 6s. 8d.] which was full as much asit
was worth.

A length, in 1664, Colbert under- . 4nEafl India com~
took to makez France a fharer in the pany 15 efablifped
Ealt lndia trade. There were great in France. Encous
inconvenicncies attending this inter- ragements given te-
courfe with Afia. It could fcarce this affociation.
furnith any thing but articles of luxu-
ry ; it retarded the progrefs of the arts which the French
were labouring with fo much fuccefs to eftablifh ; it pro--
cured but very little vent for the national provifions and-
manufadtures ; and neceffarily occalioned a great exporta<
tion of fpecic. Confiderations of fo important a nature
were caleulated to excite fufpence in the mind of a minis
fter, whofe plans were purfued with no other view but
to cxtend every branch of induftry, and to add to the
riches of the kingdom. But the French, in imitation of
the other Europeans, difplayed a determined tafte for the
luxuries of the Eaft. It was thought that it would be
more advantageous, and at the fame time more honour-
able, to go in {earch of them acrofs an immenfe ocean, than
to receive them from. rivals, perhaps from enemies; .

The mode of carrying this matter into execution, was
alr'eady traced out. It was then a maxim fo generally re-
ecived, that fuch nice and complicated operations could :
enly be managed by an exclufive charter, that the boldefs .

As,
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+ fpeculator would not have called it in queftion. An Eaft
India company was therefore created, vefted with all the
privileges enjoyed by thofe of Holland and England.
Colbert went 1till further ; and confidering that for the
purpofe of carrying on great commercial undertakings,
there is naturally "a degrce of confidence exifting in re-
publican governments, which cannot be expeéted in a mo-
narchy, had recourfe to every expedient that could pro-
ducc'1t.

A charter was granted for fifty years, that the compa-
ny might be encouraged to form great fettlements, with a
profpedt of reaping the fruits of them.

All foreigneis advancing 20,cco livres [833. 6s. 8d.]
were to be deemed Frenchmen, without the privilege of
naturalization.

On the like terms, officers, whatever corps they be-
longed to, were allowed leave of abfence, without forft.it-
ing the rights of their polt, or their pay.

Whatever was wanted for the building, equipment, or
victualing, of the fhips, was to be exempted from all the
duties of cxport or import, as well as from thofe of the
admiralty. ’

The government engaged to pay fifty livres [21. 15. 8d.]
per ton for all goods exported from France to India, and
feventy-five livres [3l, 2s. 6d.] for every ton imported
from thence.

It was agreed, that the fettlements of the company
fhould be defended with a fufficient military foice, and that
their outward and homeward beund fhips fhould be fur-
nithed with as ftiong a convoy as exigencies ¢hould re-
quire.

The ruling paffion of the nation was made fubfervient
to this eltablifhment. Hercditary titles and honours were
promifed to fuch as fhould diftingnith themfelves in the
fervice of the conpany.

As'trade was yet in its infancy in France, and was un-.
able to furnifh the fifteen millions [625,000l.7 that were
to conftitute the ftock of the new fociety, the miniftry
cn%aged to lend as far as three millions [125,0col.]  The
nobles, the magiftrates, all orders of men, were invited to
fhare the reft.  'I'he nation, proud to pleafe their king,
who had not yet cruthed them with the weight of his
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falfe greatnefs, came into the propofal with great eager~
nefs.

Madagafcar was again deftined to be the nurfery of the
newaflociation. Therepeated misfortunesexperienced there
did not invalidate the idea of its being the beft bafis for
the vaft edifice that was to be raifed. In order to form a
proper judgment of thefe views, we muft endeavour to ac-
quire as thorough a knowledge as poflible of this cele-
brated ifland. .

Mapacascar, which is {eparased  TheFrencheflabith
from the continent of Africa by the colonies at Mada-
Mozambique channel, is fituated at gafcar.  Deferip-
the entrance of the Indian ocean, be-  tion of that ifland.
tween the twelfth and twenty-6ifth
degree of latitude, and between the fixty-fecond and fe-
venticth degree of longitude. It is three hundred and
thirty«fix lcagues in length, one hundred and twenty in its
greatelt breadth, and about cight huandred in circumfe:
rence. .

The coalts of this great ifland are in general unwhole-:
fome ; an evil arifing from natural caufes, and which might
be remedied. The land which we inhabit has been ren-
dered wholefome merely by the labours of man. In its
original ftate, it was covered with forefts and moraffes,
which corrupted theair. Such is the prefent ftate of Mada-
galcar. ‘T'he rains, as in the other countrics fituated under
the tropics, are periodical.  They form vivers, which, in
endeavouring to difcharge themfelves into the ocean, find
theiv mouths blocked up by fands, which the motion
of the fea has driven there in the dry feafon; that is to
fay, when the volume or rapidity of the waters is not {uf-
ficient to overcome this obftacle. The waters ttoppcd by
this barrier, flow back again into the plain, where they
become ftagnant for a certain time, and fill the horizon
with deftruétive exhalations, till at length, furmounting
the impediment by which they were confined, they pro-
cure themfelves an outlet.  We fhall be convinced of this
fadt, if we confider that the coalts are unwholefome only
in the rainy feafon ; that the column of corrupted air ne-
ver cxtends to any diltance ; that, in the inland parts; the
atmofphere is always pure; and the banks are always

A6
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wholefome in thofe places where, from local circumftances,
the courfe of the rivers is uninterrupted.

-By whatever winds the navigator may arrive at Mada-
galcar, he mcets with nothing but a -barren fand. This
Herility terminates at the diftance of a league or two.
Throughout the reft of the ifland, nature, in perpetual ve-
getation, produces fpontaneoufly, both in the forefts and
in the open grounds, cotton, indigo, hemp, honey, white
pepper, fago, bananas, the Amboyna cabbage, and the
ravendfara, a kind of fpice little known, with a multitude
of other nutricious plants, foreign to our climates. T'he
whole ifland is covered with palms, cacae, and orange
trees, gum plants and woods fit for conftruction, and ufe-
ful in all the arts,  There is not, properly {peaking, any
kind of culture, except that of rice. The rufhes that
grow in the morafles are pulled up, and the feed is care-
lelsly fcattered on the ground. Cattle are afterwards
made to pafs over it, which, by their trampling, puth the
grain into the foil : the relt is left to chance. There is
another fpecies of rice cultivated upon the mountains in
the rainy feafon, and with as little care. Thefe regions
are not fertilized by the fweat of men’s brows. The
fruitfuluefs of the foil, increafed by the prolific quality of
the waters, muft here be fubftituted to every kind of la.
bour.

Oxen, fheep, hogs, and goats, feed day and night in
the meadows, inceflantly fpringing up afrefh, which na-
ture has formed at Madagafcar. Neither horfes nor buf.
faloes, nor camels, nor any kind of beaft fit for burden os
for the faddle, are to be met with here, though every
thing feems to befpeak that they would profper.

It has been an opinion too lightly adopted, that gold
and filver were the produce of this ifland. But it is an
cftablithed fa&, that at no great diftance from the bay of
Antongil, there are copper mines that yicld confiderably,
and mines of very pure iron in the inland parts.

The origin of the inhabitants of Madagafcar, as that of
moft other people, is loft in extravagant and fabulous
accounts, Whether they be natives of the ifland, or have
been tranfplanted there, is a queftion which, in all proba-
bility, will never be decided. We cannot, however, avoid
ithinking, that they are not all derived from one commeon

3
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ftock, when we confider the diffcrent forms by which
they are diftinguithed. :

This variety certainly depends upon the general man-
ner in which iflands are formed. In times anterior
to the origin of navigation, they have all been conneéted
with [ome continent from which they have been feparated
by thofe natural commotions that are bat too frequentl
renewed. If the ifland hath been fuddenly broken oﬂ{
we fhall find only one race of men upon it. 1f the adja-
cent countries have been threatened with this {eparationa
long time before it has taken place, the imminent danger
will have fet all the different people in motion ; and each
of them will have flocked in crowdas to the fpot where they
expected to be moft fecure. In the meanwhile, the
dreadful phenomenon will have happened ; and the por-
tion of land that had been furrounded with water, will
contain different races of men, having neither the fame
complexion nor the fame ftature, nor {peaking the fame
language.

We have every reafon to think, that this has been the
eafe with the ifland of Madagafcar. In the weftern parts
of the ifland, we find a people calied Quimos, who are in
general not more than four feet high, and who never grow
beyond four feet four inches. It is fuppofed that they
are now reduced to fifteen thoufand fouls ; though they
nmuft have been more numerous before the deftrutive and
unfortunate war, which obliged them to quit the {pot om
which they had firft fettled. Being driven from their
country, they took refuge in a very fertile valley, fur-
rounded with fteep rocks, where they live, without having
any intercourfe with their neighbours. When their for-
mer conquerors unite to attack them in this fortunate fitu-
ation, they drive a great number of oxen to the borders of
thefe mountains, The enemy, who had no other fpoil in
view, feize upon the cattle, and lay down their arms, to
take them up again, when they can fucceed in forming
another confederacy fufficiently powerful to induce the
Quimos to purchafe peace anew.

This expedient, which is adapted to thefe weak and ti-
mid people, would by no means be fujtable to a powerful
nation. The pufillanimous fovereign or minixcr who
purchafes peace, invites his enemy to make war, and
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ftrengthens him for the purpofe with all the money he

ives, while he weakens himfelf in the fame proportion.
i{c is a bad politician, who condués himfelf as if he had
only a few years to live, and who is very little folicitous
of the fate of the empire after his death.

Madagafcar is divided into feveral colonies, more or lefs
mumerous, and independent of each other.  Each of thefe
feeble communities lives in a diftri& that belongs to it,
and is governed by its own laws. A confiderable degree
of authority is lodged in a chief, who is eleétive in
fome places, hereditary in others, and fometimes a
ufurper. He cannot, however, engage in war without
the confeat of the principal members of the flate, nor fup-
port it without the voluntary coutributions and excrtions
of his people.

The ftripping of the cultivated lands, the ftealing of
cattle, and the carrying off of women and children, are the
ordinary caufe of their divifions. Theferuftic peoplearctor-
mented with the rage of acquiring pofleffions by unjuft
and violent meafures, as ftrongly as the moft civilized na-
tions are. Their hottilities are not deftruétive; but the
prifoners arc always made flaves.

"T'he people of Madagafcar have not a very comprehen-
five idea of the right of property, from whence an incli-
nation for labour is derived, and which is the principle of
defence and of fubmiffion to government. . Reafons of
difcoutent, convenience, or neceflity, eafily prevail upon
them to quit the fpot they live on for another, which isei-
ther more fertile, or at a greater diflance from their ene-
mies. It frequently happens, even that an inhabitant of
Madagafcar leaves his country, merely from motives of
caprice ; and changes his refidence again upon any new
fancy, or when he 1s apprehenfive of punifhment for fome
outrageous act, or for fome theft. Hels certain of finding
lands to cultivate wherever he goes; for they are never
parcelled out. The grounds are ufually fown by the
community, who afterwards fhare the produce. Civil
right is therefore of little confequence in thefe regions ;
but political right is ftill more contined.

Although the people of Madagafcar admit the prevail-
ing dotrine of the two principles, yet they have but a
confufed idea of it, nor have they any form of worfhip
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whatever. They have not the leaft conception of the
exiftence of another life, and yet they believe in ghofts:
but we are not to txpeét ideas more conneted among bar-
barians, than we meet with among the moft enlightened
nations. The moft fatal of their prejudices is that which
has fettled lucky and unlucky daysy by which children
that are born under unfavourable aufpices are inhumanly
put to death. This is a cruel error, which hinders or de-
itroys population.”

Few people bear pain and affliétion with fo much pa-
tience as the inhabitants of Madagafcar. Even the ap-
proach of death, the confequence of which their educa-
tion hath not taught them to fear, never difturbs them.
They exped the mftant of their diffélution, a period fo
diftreffing to us, with a degree of refignation which it is not
cafly to conceive. It is perhaps a comfort to them to be
aflured, that they fhall not be forgotten, when they are
no more. 'The inhabitants of thefe favage regions enter-
tain a very high fenfe of the refpeét that is due to their
anceftors. It isa common thing to fce men of all ages
go to weep over the grave of their fathers, and to afk ad-
vice of them in the moft interefting a&ions of their life.

Thefe robult, and rather well-made iflanders, have not’
the fame indifference for the prefent as they have for the
future.  As they are never reftrained in their inclinatious
by the ties of morality or religion, or by that enlightened
kind of police which pnts a ftop to the propenfities of
men, in order to eftablifh the order of fociety, they are en-
tirely devoted to their paffions. "They indulge with rap-
ture in feftivals, finging, dancing, and ftrong liquors, and
are extravagantly addited to women. Every initant of an
idle fedentary life, free from the cravings of want, is diffi.
pated in fenfual pleafures, which are denied by nature to
the favages of the north, who exhautft their powers in the
fearch of food neceflary for their miferable and precarious
exiftence. Befide the wife whom they mary in cere-
mony, the inhabitants of Madagafcar take as many con-
cubines as they ®an get. Divorce is common amon
them, though nothing be fo rare as jealoufy. Moft of
them, indeed, efteem themfelves honoured in having illegi.
timate children, when they are of a whiterace, The fplend-
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our of the origin compenfates for the obliquity of the
birth.

We may perccive a beginning of knowledge and induf-
try among thefe people. Wiih filk, cotton, and thread
made of the barks of trees, they manufalture fome ftuffs.
They art not entirely ignorant of the art of melting and
forging iron. Their earthen-ware is rather agreeable to
the cye. In feveral diltricts, they pradtife the mode of
exprefling their thoughts in writing. They have even
bocks of hiftery, phyfic, and aftrology, committed to the
care of their Ombis, who have been improperly confidered as
priefts, and who, in fa&, are impoltors, who ftyle them-
felves, and perhaps believe themfelves, to be forcerers.
This kind of knowledge, which is more diffufed in the
weftern part than in the reft of the ifland, has been brought
by the Arabs, who have traded there from time immemo-
rial.

A few diftin& afls of anger and rage, committed in the
height of fome violent paffion, have been fufficient to ca-
lumniate the whole ifland of Madagafcar, and ftigma-
tize its inhabitants with the title of ferocious. On the
contrary, they arc naturally fociable, lively, cheerful, vain,
and even imprefled with fentiments of gratitude.. Alltra.
vellers, who have penetrated into the interior part of the
ifland, have becn kindly received there, affifted in their
wants, trcated as men and brethren. Upon the coafts,
where miftruft is ufually more prevailing, the navigators
have rarely experienced any adts of violence or perfidy.
Four-and-twenty Arabian families, which, for a number
of generations, had ufurped the empire in the province of
Anofli, had enjoyed it for a long time unmolefted, till
they were deprived of it in 1971, without either expulfion,
mallacre, or oppreflion. In a word, the language of thefe
iflanders readily adapts itfelf to exprefs fentiments of the
utmoft tendernefs ; anrd this circumftance alone is calcu-
lated to give us a very favourable impreffion of the foft-
nefs of their manners, and of their {ocial turn. .

ConduB of the  Sucu was the ftate of Madagafcar -
Freneh at Ma- when four French veflels arrived theres
Aagafcar. in 1665. The company that had:

f:nt them out was refolved to form a fos
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lid eftablitiment on this ifland. The projeét was wile®
and it did not appear that the execution of it would be
expenfive. :

All the colenics which the Europeans  HWhat they might
have eftablithed in America, to obtain and ought to
the produce of that part of the world; have done there.
or all thofe they have fixed at the. Cape
of Good Hope, and in the ifles of France, of Bourbon,
and St. Helena, for the cultivation of their commerce to
the Indies, have required enormous expences, a long fpace
of time, and confiderable labours. Many of thefe countries
were entirely defert, and in others therc were only found
inhabitants, whom it was impoflible to render ufeful.
Madagafcar, on the contrary, prefented a foil naturally fer-
tile, and a numerous, trallable, and intelligent fet of inha-
bitants, who wanted only inftrution to enable them effec-
tually to affilt in any purpofe that was intended.

Thefe iflanders were haraffed with the ftate of war and
anarchy in which they continually lived. They ardently
wifhed for a police which might make them enjoy peace
and liberty. It was no matter of doubt, but that, with
difpofitions fo favourable, they would readily comcur ia
any attempts made to civilize them,

Nothing was more eafly than to have made this ifland of
confiderable utility. 'With proper attention, Mada‘gafsar
might have produced a multitude of commodities fit for In-.
dia, for Perfia, for Arabia, and for the continent of Afri-
ca. By inviting a-few Indians and Chinefe to this fpot,
all the arts and cultures of Afia would have been natu.
ralized in the ifland. It was eafy to conftruét thips there,
becaufe materials were to be found for this purpofe of the
beft quality, and in plenty ; and they might even have
been readily equipped, becaufe the inhabitants difplayed a
turn for navigation.  All thefe innovations would have ac-
quired more {olidity than the conquefts of the Europeans
in the Eaft Indies can ever have ; for the natives of thofe
regions will never adopt our laws, our manners, or our
mode of worfhip ; and confequently they will never have
that kind of favourable difpolition, which attaches people
to a new form of government.

It was impoffible that fo fortunate a revolution cowld
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have been effe&ted by violence. A numerous, brave, and
uncivilized people, would never have fubmitted to the
€hains with which a few baibarous foreigners might have
wifhed to load them. It was by the foft mode of peifua-
fion ; it was by the feducing prolpeét of happinefs ; it
was by the allurements of a quiet lite ; it was by the ad-
vantages of our police, by the enjoyments attending our
induftry, and by the fuperiority of our talents, that the
whole 1fland was to be brought to concur ina plan equally
advantageous to both nations.

The fyftem of legiflation which it would have been pro-'
per to give to thefe people, fhould have been adapted to
their manners, their charaéter, and their climate. It muft
have been in every refpe&t the reverfe of the legiflation of
Europe, corrupted and embarraifed by the barbarifm of
feudal cuttoms. However fimple this fyftem might have:
been, the feveral parts could only have been propofed fuc-
ceffively, and in prcportion as the underftanding of the
people fhould have become enlightened and improved.
Perhaps it might even have been proper to lay afide all
thoughts of conciliating to it the minds of thole men in
whom age had ftrengthened the prejudices of cuftom
perhaps it might have been neceflary to endeavour to make
partizans only of young men, who, formed by our inftitu-
tions, would, in procefs of time, have become political
miffionaries, aud might have increafed the number of pro-
felytes to the {yflem of government.

The grand {yftem of civilization would f{lill have been
promoted, by the intermarriage of the women of the ifland
with the French colonifts. This tie, fo endecaring, and
of fo tender a nature, would have extinguifhed tho’f’c odi-
ous diftin&tions, which cherifh perpetual hatred and cver-
latting divifion, between people who inhabit the fame re-
gion, and live under the famne laws.

It would have been repugnant to every fyftem of equity
and policy, to {cize arbitrarily upon any diitriét of land, in
order to fix pew familics upon it.  The nation affembled
{fhould have been afked for thofe lands which were unoc-
cupied; and in order to give more folidity to the acquifi-
tion, government might have given a price for them which
would have been agrecable to thefe iflanders. Thefe lands, s
thus legitimately acquired, would for the firlt time have
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been legally poflefled ; and the right of property would
gradually have been eftablithed from one perfon to an-
other. In procefs of time, the feveral colonies of Mada-
galcar would readily have adopted an innovation; the ad-
vantages of which cannot be rendered lefs confpicuous by
the efleét of any prejudice.

The more ufeful the colonies that might have been
founded at Madagafcar were like to prove, the more pro-
per it was to choofe fituations well adapted to the purpofe
of cultivating, extending, encouraging, and preferving
thefe advantages, Lxclufive of a fettlement which 1t
would, perhaps, have been expedient to form in the inte-
rior part of the ifland, in order to obtain the confidence of
the inhabitants in the firit inftance ; it was indifpenfably
neceflary to form four upon the coaft. One at Saint
Autftin’s Bay, which would have opened on e¢afy commu-
nication with the continent of Africa; another at Lu-
quez, where a confiderable and a conftant degree of heat
would have made all the plants of India profper; the third
at Fort Dauphin, which, from its mild and wholefome
temperature, was well calculated for the cultivation of
corn, and of moft European produétions ; and laftly, the
fourth at Tametave, the moft fertile, nopulous, and beft
cultivated diftriét of the country. This laft pofition de-
ferved even the preference of being made the capital of
the colony ; and for the following reafons:—

There 1s no harbour known at Madagalcar, It is a
miflake to fuppofe, that it would be poffible to form
one at Fort Dauphin, by raifing a pier upon f{ome fhoals
which advance into"the fea.  The labour attending fuch
an enterprile would not only be immenfe, but the expence
would alfo be ufelefs. It would be impoffible that fhips
which cannot be defended from the hurricanes by the
mountains themfelves, fhould ever be fheltered by a pier.
Belides, this factitious port, open in part to the fury of
the waves, would neceflarily be_of fmail extent. The thips
wopld have no fea room ; and if once loofened from their
anchors, would all run aground ; and they would perifh
without refource upon a coalt where the fea is conftantly
agitated,. and where the fands are in continual motion.

The fituation at Tametave is different. The bay,
when freed from that incenvenient bar, which extends
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along all the eaftern coaft of Madagafcar, is very fpacious.
The anchorage is good, and the veflels are fheltered from
the hardeft winds. The landing is eafy. If the bed of
the great river that difcharges itfelf into the bay, were to
be digged for the {pace of a league and a half, fhips of
the largeft burden might then be brought up to the lake
of Noffe-Be, where nature has formed an excellent har-
bour. In the midft of it is an ifland, the air of which is
very pure, and which might be calily defended. There is
one fortunate circumftance in this fituation, which is, that
with a few precautions, the entrance of it might be fhut
againft an enemy’s {quadrons.

Such were the advantages which the French company
might have derived from Madagafcar. The condu&t of
their agents unfortunatclfy deftroyed thefe brilliant expec-
tations. L.oft to every fenfe of fhame, they fecreted part
of the funds entrufted to their management ; they waited
ftill more confiderable fums in ufelefs and ridiculous ex-
pences ; they made themfelves equally odious to the Eu-
ropeans, whofe labours they ought to have encouraged,
as to the natives of the country, whom they fhould have
gained over by gentlenefs and by favours. A&s of ini-
quity and misfortunes were multiplied to fuch a degree,
that in 1670 the members of the company thought pro-

er to refign into the hands of government a poffeflion
which they held from its gift. The change of admini-
firation did not produce better management. Moft of the
French who had remained in the ifland were maffacred two
years after. Thofe who had efcaped this memorable
butchery withdrew themf(elves for ever from a f{oil which
was lefs ftained with their blood than with their crimes.

At different and diftant intervals the court of Ver-
failles has had an eye upon Madagalcar, but without ever
being fenfible of its real value. It was neceflary that
France fhould lofe all her trade, and all her confideration |
in India, in order to be thoroughly fatisfied of the im.
portance of an ifland, the poﬂ'cl%on of which would pro-
bably have preferved her from thefe calamities, Since
this fatal periad, the French have fhewn a delire to form
a fettlement upon it. 'They onght not to be difcouraged
by the ill fuccefs of the two attempts of 1770 and 1773,
becaufe thefe were made without plan and without means ;
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and that inftead of employing in them the fuperfluous in-
habitants of Bourbon, a fet of pacific and wife men, in«
ured to the climate, none but vagabonds colleéted from
the fcum of Europe were fent there. Meafures more pru-
dent and better concerted cannot fail of having the defired
effe@. It is not from motives of policy alone that the
French fhould ftrive againft the difficulties infeparable
from fuch an enterprife ; the voice of humanity fhould
fpﬁak louder, and with greater energy than that of inte.
reft.

What glory would it be for France to raife a numerous
people from_the horrors of barbarifm; to give them de-
cent manners, a well regulated policy, wife laws, a bene-
ficent religion ; to introduce amon§ them the agreeable,
as well as the ufeful arts, and to raife them to the rank of
enlightened and civilized nations! Statefmen, may the
wifhes of philofophy, may the wifhes of a citizen, awaken
your attention ! If it be a glorious a& to change the face
of the univerfe, in order to increafe general felicity ; and
if the honour that refults from it belong to thofe who
liold the reins of empire; let me inform you that they
are equally aacountable to the prefent age, and to future
generations, not only for all the mifcl%ief they may do,
but likewife for all the good which they might do, and
have negleGed. If you be defirous of real glory among
your cotemporaries, what more deferved fame, than that
which I propofe can you be in purfuit of ? If you wifh to
immortalize your name, confider, that monuments of
bronze are more or lefs rapidly deftroyed by time. In-
truft the care of your reputation to beings who will per.

ctuate it by regeneration. The ftatue isfilent, but man.
]:ind will fpeak. Let them, therefore, fpeak of youw with
praife. If corruption fhould afterwards infinuate itfelf
mto the wife {yftem of legiflation you have eftablifhed,
then it is that you will be truly revered. The age in which
you lived will be called to mind, and tears will be be-
ftowedupon yourmemory. Tears of admiration will be fhed
for you during your life, and tears of regret many ages
after your death. .

The India Company had not fuch elevated views, when
in 1670 they thought proper to abandon Madagafcar. At
that period it was that their fhips failed direétly to India.
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By the intrigues of Marcara, a native of Ifpahan, but in
the French intereft, they obtained leave to eftablith facto-
ries on feveral places on the coaft of the peninfula. They
even attempted to fccure a fhare of the Japan trade. Col-
bert offered to {end none but proteftants; but by the ar-
tifices of the Dutch, the French were denied an entrance
into that empire, as the Englifh had been before.

The French make Surart had been pitched upon for
Surat the centre of  the centre of all the bufinels which the
their trade. company was to carry on in thefe

parts. It was from this capital of Gu-
garat that all orders were to be iflued for the inferior {ct-
tlements : and there it was that the different merchandize
deftined for Europe was to be collected.

Account of the Gu-  GuzaraT forms a peninfula be-
aarat, inwhichthis tween the Indus and Malabar. It
eity is fituated. is about one hundred and fixty miles
in length, and nearly the famé in
breadth. It isfeparated from the kingdom of Agra by
the mountains of Arva. There is not a province in In-
doftan in which the foil is more fertile, better watcred, or
interfefted by a greater number of rivers. It were to be
withed, that the climate were not burnt up during three
months in the year, by a mofl violent fouth wind.  This
country was already in poffeflion of great advantages,
when a foreign colony came to increafe 1ts profperity.

In the feventh century, the laft king of Perfia, of the
dynafty of the Sanafides, was dethroned by the Moham-
medans. Several of his {ubjeéts, diffatisfied with the con-
queror, took refuge in the province of Sabluftan, from
whence, a century after, they came to the iland of Or-
mus. In a fhort time they {et fail for India, and landed
fortunatcly at Diu.  Not contented il with this afylum,
they reimbarked ; and the waves drove them upon a plea-
fant fhore between Daman and Bacaim. The prince who
governed that diftrict confented to receive them, on con-
dition only that they fhould reveal the myfteries of their
faith ; that they fhould lay down their arms; that they
fhould fpeak the language of the country ; that their wo-
men fhould go abroad unveiled,.and that they fhould cele-
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brate their nuptials at the clofe of the evening, according
to the cuftom of the country. As thefe ftipulations con~
tained nothting repugnant to their religious notions, the
people who fled there for protection agreed to them. A
piece of ground was allotted them, where they built a
town, from whence they foon fpread further up the coun-
try. ’

A habit of labour happily contraéted by neceflity made
them profper.  Prud®nt enough not to interfere with af-
fairs of government or war, they enjoyed a profound tran-
quillity in the midit of all the revolutions that happened
from time to time. In confequence of this circum{pec-
tion, and of the afluence in which they lived, their num-
ber increafed confiderably. They always remained a fe-
parate people, diftinguithed by the name of Parfees, never
intermarrying’ with the Indians, and adhering to the reli-
gious principles which had obliged them to quit their
country. Their tenets were thofe of Zoroafter, fome-
what altered by time, ignorance, and the rapacioufnels of
the priefts.

The indnftry and altivity of the new inhabitants, com.-
municated itfelf to the hofpitable nation that had fo wifely
given them an afylum. Sugar, corn, indigo, and other
produétions, were naturalized upon a foil, which before
had been principally covered with rice grounds. The
fruits of the earth, and cattle, were multiplied, varied,
and brought to perfection. The fields of India difplayed,,
for the firlt time, thofe hedges, inclofures, and other
ufeful and rural obje@s which embellith and enrich fome
of our regions. Manufallures made an equal progrefs
with cultivation. Cotton affumed a more beautiful ap-
pearance, and filk was at length manufattared in the pro-
vince. The increale of fubfiftence, of labour, and of
population, extended, in procefs of time, foreign connec-
tions.

The fplendour of Guzarat excited the ambition of two
formidable powers. While the Portuguefe annoyed it on
she fide of the fea, by the ravages they committed, by
the viQories they gained, and by the conqueflt of Diu,
juftly elteemed the bulwark of the kingdom ; the moguls,
already mafters of the north of India, and cager to ad-
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vance toward the fouthern parts, where trade and riches
were to be found, threatened it from the coutinent.

Badur, a Patan by birth, who then reigned- over Guza-
rat, faw how impoflible it would be for him at once to
withftand two fuch enemies, equally bent upon his de-
firu@tion. He thought he had lefs to fear from a people
whofe forces were feparated from his dominions by im-
menfe feas, than from a nation firmly fcttled on the fron-
tiers of his provinces. This confifleration made him de-
termine to be reconciled with the Portuguefe. The con-
ceflions he made induced them to join with him againft
Akbar, whofe aQivity. and courage they dreaded little
lefs than he did.

This alliance difconcerted men who thought they had
only Indians to deal with. They could not think of en-
gaging with Europeans, who were reputed invincible.
The natives, not yet recovered from the confternation into
which thefe conquerors had thrown them, reprefented
them to the mogul foldiers as men come down from hea-
ven, or rifen from the waters, af a fpecies infinitely fupe-
rior to the Afiatics, and far furpafling them in valour, ge-
nius, and knowledge. 'The armfy, feized with a panic,
was urging the generals to march back to Delhi, when
Akbar, convinced that a prince who undertakes a great
conqueft muft command his own forces, haftened to his
eamp. He did not hefitate to promife his troops that.
they fhould fubdue a people enervated by luxury, riches,
pleafures, and the heat of the climate ; and that the glery
of purging Afia of that handful of banditti was referved
for them. The army, thus encouraged, exprefled their
fatisfattion, and marched on with contfidence. They foon
came to an engagement ; the Portuguefe, ill feconded by
their allies, were furrounded and cut to pieces 3 Badur
fled, and never appeared again.  All the cities of Guzarat
haftened to open their gates to the conqueror. This fine
kingdom, in 1565, became a province of that vaft empire
which was foon to fubdue all Indoftan.

Under the mogul government, which was then in ise
full glory, Guzarat enjoyed more tranquillity than before.
"This ftate of fecurity gave a new impulfe to every indivi-
dual. All the powers of the mind "were unfolded ; and
every fpecies of induftry acquired a degree of improve-
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ment before unknown. It became ncceflary to find a
ftaple where all thefe treafures were to be colle@ied ; and
Surat came into pofleflion of this valuable prerogative.

AT the heginning of the thirteenth Origin and pro-
century, Surat was nothirg more than a  grefs of Surat.
mean hamlet, confiting of fome fither-
men’s huts, ftanding upon the river Tapti, at a few miles
diftance from the ocean. The advantage of its fituation
drew there fome workmen and fome merchants. They
were plundered three or four times by pirates ; and it was
to put a ftop to thefe deftruétive inroads, that a fortrefs
was built in 1524. At this period, the place acquired a
degree of importance which had confiderably increafed,
when the moguls made themfelves mafters of it. Asthis
was the only maritime town which had then fubmitted to
their yoke, they contraéted the habit of providing them-
felves with all their articles of luxury from thence. On
the other hand, the Europeans, who had net any of the
great fettlements they have fince made at Bengal and on
the coalt of Coromandel, bought moft of their Indian
merchandize there,  They were all colleGted at this fpot,
as the people of Surat had taken care to form a navy fu-
perior to that of their neighbours.

Their thips, which lafted for ages, were moflly of 2
thoufand or twelve hundred tons burthen, They were
built of a very ftrong wood, called teck. Inftead of
launching them with a coftly apparatus and complicated
engines, they let the tide into the dock, as we have done
fince, and thus fet them afloat. The cordage was made
of the outwaird bark of the cocoa tree; it was rougher
and lefs pliable than ours, but at leaft as ftrong. If their
cotton fails were neither {» ftrong nor fo lafting as our
hempen ones, they were more ecafily folded, and lefs apt
to be torn. Inftead of pitch, they made ufe of the gum
of a tree called damar, which was as good or better.
The fkill of their officers, though but moderate, was fuf-
ficient for the feas and the feafons in which they failed.
With regard to their failors, commonly called lafcars, the
Luropeans have found them ferviceable in their voyages
from one part of Indiato another. They have even been

Vel 11,
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employed fuccelsfully in biinging home into our ftormy
latitudes fuch fhipsas had loft their crews.

When we hardly fufpeted that commerce was founded on
any certain principles, we found that thefe principles were
already known and practifed in this part of Afia. Money
was to be had theie at a low price, and bills of ¢xchange
might be obtained for every market in India. Inturances
for the moft diftant navigations were very common. Such
was the honefty of thele traders, that bags of money
ticketed and fealed by the baunkers, would circulate for
years, without ever being counted or weighed. Fortunes
were proportioned to the facility with which they were to
be acquired by induitry. Thofe of five or fix millions
{about 240,000l on an average] were not uncommon,
and fome were even more conifiderable.

Manncrs of the in- These fortuncs were moltly pof-
habitants of Surat.  {effed by the Banians, a fet of traders

noted for their honetty. A few mo-
ments were fufficient for them to complete the moft im-
portant concerns, Thefe were generally tranfalled in the
public markets.  The perfon who withed to fell, announ-
ced, in few words, and in a low voice, the value of his
merchandize. He was an{wered by another man taking
hold of his hand in a concealed mamner.  The buyer ufed
to fignify, by the number of fingers which he bent, or
extended, how much lefs than the price required he meant
to give ; and thus the bargain was mofl frequently con-
cluded, without a fingle word having paffed between the
parties. In order to raiify it, the contrators ufed to
take hold of each other’s hand a fecond time ; and an
agreement made with this degree of fimplicity was always
inviolable. If difficulties arolc, a circumftance which very
rarely happencd, thefe prudent men preferved, in the moft
complicated difcuflions, an evennels of temper, and a de-
rree of politenefs, which it would not be ealy for us to
orm any con(‘tption of. ]

Their chiidien, who affilted at all bargains, were carly
traine.” o this gentlenefs of manners.  Upon the firit
dav ru: o reafon, they were injtiated into all the myf-
ter:-w ot tade. It was a common thing to fee a child, of
ten or twelve years old, able to fupply his father’s place.
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What a contraft, what a-difference, between this and the
education of our children; and yet, what a diftance be-
tween the attainments of the Indiaus and the progrefs of
our knowledge !

Such of the Banians as had Abyflinian flaves, a circum-
ftance very uncommon among thefe good.natured men,
treated them with a degree of humanity which muft ap.
pear fingular to us. They brought them up as if they
had been of their own family, trained them to bufinefs,
advanced them money to enable them to trade for them-
felves, and not only fuffered them to enjoy the profits, but
even allowed them to difpofe of thefe advantages in fa-
vour of théir defcendants, if they had any.

The expences of the Banians were not proportioned to
their fortunes. As they were reltrained by the principles
of their religion from eating meat, or drinking ftrong lis
quors, they lived upon fruits, and a few plain dithes,
"T’hey never departed from this frugality, except upon the
fettlement of their children.  On this fingle occafion, no
expence was {pared for the entertainment, the mufic, the
dancing, and the fireworks. 'I'heir whole ambition was
to tell how much the wedding had coft. Sometimes it,
amounted to a hundred thoufand crowus [12,500l.]

Even their women had a talte for this fimplicity of man-
ners 3 and all their ambition conlfifted in makine i m-
fclves agreeable to their hufbands.  Perhaps th. great ve-
neration, in which they held the nuptia! tic, arofe from
the cuftom of marrying them in their earlictt iufancy.
That fentiment, was in their opinion, the moft facred part
of their religion.  They never allowed themfelves the leaft
converfation with ftrangers. Lefs referve would not have
{atisficd their hufbands, who could not hear, without
aftonithment, of the familiarity that prevailed between
the two fexes in Ewrope.  When they were told, that this
freedom was attended with no ill confequence, they were
not convinced ; but fhook their heads, and anfwered b
one of their proverbs, which fignifies, ¢ that if you bring
¢ butter too near the fire, you can hardly keep it from
¢ melting.”

- With different cuftoms, the Parfees, had ftill a more
refpectable charalter.  They were robult, handfome, and
indefatigable men, adapted to all kinds of labour, hut
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cxcelling particularly in the building of fhips, and in agri-
culture.  Such was their mildnefs and upright condu@,
that they were never called up before a magiftrate for any
a& of violence, or any fraudulent contra&.  The ferenity
of their winds was painted on all their features, and in
every look 5 and their converfations was animated by a
temperate cheerfulnefs.  They delighted in rthymes, and
feldom fpoke even about the moft ferious affairs, otherwife
than in verfe.  They had no fixed place of worfhip ; but
they uled to affemble every morning and evening upon
the high road, or near a fountain, to adore the rifing and
fetting fun.  Even the fight of the leaft fpark of fire in-
tertapted all their occupations, and excited their fenfibili-
ty, in the contemplation of that beneficent luminary.
Inftead of burning the bodies of their dead, as the In-
dians did, they depolited them in towers of an extreme
height, where they ferved as food to birds of prey.
Their predileélion for the followers of their religion, did
not prevent them from being moved with the affliétions of
all men, whom ihey aflilted with generofity.  Their pity
extended itlelf even to animals.  One of their moft fa.
vourite inclinations was to buy flaves, to give them a good
education, and to reflore them afterwards to liberty.
Their number, their dnion with each other, and their
riches, fometimes rendered them fufpicious te government
but thele prejudices never prevailed for any length of
time, againft the peaceable and regulur condu@ of thefe
good people.  The only thing they could be cenfured for,
was, a difguiting ancleanlinels, under the appearance of
the mott refined neatnefs, and a too frequent ufe of an in-
toxicating kind of liquor, pcculiar to themfelves. Such
were the Parfees at their arrival in India ;5 {uch have they
maintained themfclves in the midft of the revolutions that
have {o frequently overturned the afylum they had chofen 5
and fuch do they itill remain,

How widcly diftant were the moguls from thele pure
and auflere manners ! No fooner had thefe mohammedans
acquired the pofleflion of Surat, than they embarked in
multitudes to go to Mecca. Several of thele pilgrims
ufed to ftop at the port before their voyage ; and a fill
greater number at their return. The conveniences of life,
which were more multiplied in this famous city than in the



Book IV, IN THE EAST AND WELST INDIES. 23

reft of the empire, even induced many of the moft opulent
to fix their refidence there.  Their days were fpent inin-
dolence, or in pleafure. Oné part of the morning was cme
ployed in taking pains to arch their eyebrows, to fcttle
their beards, and to paint their nails, and the infide of
their hands. The relt of the day was devoted to riding
on horfeback, fmoking, drinking coffee, or perfuming
themfelves 5 or was fpent in reclining upon beds of rofes,
to hear fabulous flories recounted, and in cultivating the
poppy, a kind of amufemeut which had the moft power-
ful attradtions for them.

The entertainments in which thefe voluptuous men fre-
quently indulged themfelves, in order to prevent the te.
dium of a too uniform kind of life, were begun by an
attouithing profulion of refrefhments, {weetmeats, and the
molt exquifite perfumes. Thefe guiet amufements were
followed by feats of ftrength or agility ufually exercifed
by the natives of Bengal. Thefe were fucceeded by mufic,
which might, perhaps, have been grating to a nice ear,
although thefe orientalifts delighted in it. The night was
ufhered 1n by fireworks of a le%s glaring light than ours,
and the reft of it was exhaufted by fucceffive bands of
dancers, more or lefs numerous according to the rank or
opulence of thofe in whofe fervice they were engaged.
When a fatiety of pleafures invited to repofe, a kind of
violin was introduced, which, by foft, uniform, and fre-
quently repeated founds, lulledthem to fleep. The molt
corrupt of them ufed to throw themfelves into the arms of
fome young Abyflinian flave, and employed every artifice
practifed in thefe regions, to heighten this moft infamous
of all paffions.

The women were never admitted to thefe diverfions,
but they had alfo their dances to themfelves, and indulged
in other amufements. The preference which their huf-
bands generally gave to courtezans, ftifled in their heart
every {entiment of affeGion to them, and confequently
of jealoufy amoug themfelves. Accordingly, they lived
together in a tolerable ftate of harmony. They even went
fo far as to rejoice when any new companion was announ-
ced to them, becaufe this was an increafe of their fociety.
Neverthelefs, they had a great influence in all important
affairs, and a mogul was almoft always determined by the:
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advice of his harem. Such of thefe wives as had no child-
ren, frequently went out to vifit rclations of their own
fex. The reft might have enjoyed the fame liberty, had
they not preferred the honour of their fons, which is fin-
gularly made to depend upon the opinion entertained of
the virtue of their mothers.  They educated their child-
ren themfelves with much care and tendernefs, and never
parted from them, not even when they quitted their fa-
ther’s houfe.

If magnificence and conveniences could fupply the place
of love and fentiment, a harem would have been a molt
delightful place of refidence : every thing that could in-
cite agreeable fenfations, was lavifhed with profufion in
thele retreats, impenetrable to man. The pride of the
moguls had even ordained, that the women who fhould
be admitted to vifit them, fhould be prefented with very
rich prefents the firft time of their coming, aud fhould al.
ways meet with a reception agreeable to the voluptuous
tafte of thefe climates. The European ladies, whofe fami-
liarity with the other fex was revolting to Afiatic preju-
dices, and who for that reafon were thought to be of a
very inferior tribe, were feldom allowed to penetrate into
this kind of fan¢tuary. One of them, well known in
England by her talents, her graces, and her {pirit of ob-
fervation, was diftinguifhed from the reft. T'he prefer-
ence granted to Mrs. Draper enabled her to fee and ex-
amine every thing. She did nat find in thefe unhappy
women, living in a ftatejof confinement, that air of dif-
dain or embarraflment, which the little opportunity of
exerting their faculties might have given them. Their
manners appeared to her frank and caly ; and their cun-
verfation was diflinguithed by fimplicity and foftnefs.

Although the other nations fettled at Surat did not
carry every fpecies of voluptuoufuefs to excefs, as the
moguls did, yet they were not without their pleafures; in
a aity where the public edifices were generally deficient in
tafte and fymmetry. Private houfes had, indeed, no kind
of appearance ; but in all thofe belonging to opulent per-
fons, gardens were feen filled with the moft beautiful
flowers ; fubterraneous dwellings contrived againit the in-
tenfe heats prevailing throvgh part of the year; and fa.
loons, where fountains were playing in bafons of marble,
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and which, by their frefhnefs and murmurings, invited
them to foft rcpofe. .

Oue of the cultoms moft univerfally adopted was bath-
ing ; and after the bath, the body was rubbed, or kneaded,
as it were, like dough. This operation gave a {pring to
the different parts of the body, and an cafy circulation to
the fluids.  The perfon who had undergone it thought
himfelf almoft a new being.  T'he fort of harmony which
it re-eftablithed throughout all the machine, led to a kind:
of intoxication, which excited an infinite varicty of de-
lightful fenfations. This cultom was faid to be brought
into India from China; and fome epigiams of Magtial,
and declamations of Seneca, {feem to hint, that it was not
unknown to the Romans at the time when they refined
upon every pleafure, as the tyrants who enflaved thofe
mafters of the world afterwards refined upon every tor-
ture.

Tuere was another pleafure, ftill of Defeription of the
a higher nature, perhaps, at Surat. balliaderes, more
This was derived from its female dan-  woluptuous at Su-
cers, or balliaderes, a name which the rat.

Europeans have always given them,
from the Portuguefe.

Numbers of thefe are colleted together in feminaries of
pleafure. The molt accomplithed of thefe focieties are
devoted to the richeft and moft frequented pagodas.
Their deftination is to dance in the temples on their great
feitivals, and to be {ubfervicat to the pleafures of the bra-
mins, Thefe pricfts, who have not taken the artful and
deceitful vow of renouncing the enjoyment of all plea-
fures, in order to have an opportanity of indulging in
them more freely, choofe rather to have women of their
own, than at once to defile the ftate of celibacy or wed-
lock. They do not invade another man’s right by adul-
tery, butare {o highly jealous of the dancers, whofc wor-
fhip and vows they fhare with the gods, that they never
{fuller them, without relu¢tance, to contribute to the
amufement even of kings and great men.

The rife of-this fingular inftitution is not known. Pro.
bably onc bramin, who had a concubine, or a wife, aflo.
ciated with another bramin, who had likewife his concu-
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bine, or his wife ; and, in procefs of time, the mixture
of fo many bramins and women occafioned fo many aéts of
infilelity, chat the women became common to all thofe
pricits.  Let but a number of fingle perfons, of both
fexes, be colleéted in a cloiiter, and a commonality of men
and women will foon take place.

By this mutual intercourfe jealouly was probably ex-
tinguifhed ; and the women were not uneafy at the in-
creafe of their numbers, nor the bramins at that of their
erder. It was rather a new conquett than a rivalthip.

It is no lefs probable, that, in order to palliate the in-
famy of this licentioufnefs in the eyes of the people, all
thefe women were confccrated to the fervice of the altar ;
and that the people readily confented to this kind of fu-
perftition, as 1t infured their wives and daughters from fe-
duttion, by confining the lawlefs defires of thefe monks
to one particular fpot.

The contrivance of ftamping a facred charaéter upon
thefe courtezans, might poflibly make parents the more
willing to part with their beautiful daughters, and to con-
fent that they fhould follow their calling, and devote
themfelves to thefe feminaries, from whence the fuperan-
nuated women might return to fociety without difgrace :
for there is no crime that may not be fanétified, no virtue
that may not be dcbafed, by the intervention of the gods.
The very notion of a Supreme Being may, in the hands
of a crafty prielt, be made fubverflive of all morality.
‘He will affirm, not that fuch a thing is plealing to the
gods, becaufe it is good ; but that fuch a thing 15 good,
becaufe it is pleafing to the gods.

The bramins wanted only to gain another point, in or-
der to complete this inftitution ; which was, to perfuade
the people that it was decent, holy, and pleafing to the
gods, to marry a balliadere in preference to all other wo-
men, and confequently to induce them to folicit the rc-
mains of their dcbaucheries as a particular mark of fa-
vour.

In every city there are other companies, not fo fele&t
as the former, for the amufement of the rich, and others
for their wives. Perfons of every religion, and of every
caft may employ them. There are even ftrolling compa-
rics of them, condufled by ¢l women, who, having
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been themfelves trained up in thefe feminaries, are pros
moted in time to the direétion of them.

T'hefe handfome girls have the cultom, as fingular as it
is difguftful, of being always followed by an old deform-
ed wmufician, whofe employment is to beat time with an
inftrument of brafs, which the Europeans lately borrowed
of the T'arks to add to their military mufic, and which in
India is called a zam. The man who helds it, is conti-
nually repeating that word with fuch vehemence, -that by
degrees he works himfelf up into dreadful couvulfions ;
while the balliaderes, intoxicated with the delire of pleaf-
ing, and the fweets with which they are perfumed, are at
length tranfported beyound their fenfes.

T'heir dances are, in general, love pantomimes : the
plan, the defign, the attitudes, the time, the airs, the ca-
dence of thefe ballets, are all expreflive of this paffion,.
with all its raptures and extravagances.

Every thing confpires to the amazing fuccels of thefe
voluptuous women ; the art and richnefs of their attire,
as well as their ingenuity in fctting off their beauty. Their
long black hair falling over their fhoulders, or braided and
turned up, is loaded with diamonds, and -ftruck with
flowers. Their necklaces and bracelets are enriched with
precious ftones, Even their nofe-jewels, an ornament
which fhocks us at firft fight, has fomething pleafing in-
it, and fets off all the other ornaments by a certain ?ym.
metry, the effeét of which, though inexplicable, is yet
fenfibly felt by degrees. .

Nothing can equal the care they take to preferve their
breafts, as one of the moft ftriking marks of their beauty.
To prevent them from growing large or ill-fhaped, they
inclofe them in two cafes, made of an exceeding light
wood, which are joined together, and buckled behind.
Thefe cafes are fo fmooth and fo fupple, that they give
way to the various attitudes of the body, without being
flattened, and without injuring the delicacy of the fkin.
The outfide of thefe cafes is covered with a leaf of gold’
ftudded with diamonds. This is certainly one of the moit
refined kind of ornaments, arg the beft calculated to pre-
ferve beauty. They take it off and put it on again with.
fingular facility, This covering of the breaft does- net.

Bs
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prevent the palpitations, heavings, and tender emotions of
1t from being perceived : it conceals nothing that can con«
tribute to excite defire.

Moft of thefe dancers imagine it an addition to the
beauty of their complexion, and the impreflion of their
looks, to trace a black circle round their eycs with a hair
bodkin, dipped in the powder of antimony. This bor-
rowed beauty, celchrated by all the eaftern poets, and
which appeared very fingular at firft to the Luropeans,
has at length become perfeéily agieeable to them.

The whole life, the whole employment, the whole feli-
city of the balliadercs, confifts in the art of pleafing. 1t
is not eafy to refift their feducing mauners. They are
even preferred to thofe beauties of Caffimere, who fill the
feraglios of Indoftan, as the fair Georgians and Circaffians
do thofe of Ifpahan and Conftantinople. The modelty,
or rather the referve of proud flaves, fequettered from the
fociety of men, cannot bhalance the miraculous arts of thefe
expert courtezans.

Latent of the com- THEeY were nowhere fo much in re-
merce of Surat. pute as at Surat, the richeft aud mofl
Revolutions it has  populous city in India. It began to
expericnced. decline in 1664 ;5 and was pillaged by

" the famous Sevagi, who carried off
rwenty-five or thirty millions [about 1,20¢,000l. on an
average.] 'The plunder would have been infinitely greater,
had not the Englith and Dutch efcaped the public cala-
mity, by the care they had taken to fortify their faciories,
and had not the moft valuable effects been lodged in the
caftle, which was out of the enemy’s reach. This lofs
made the inhabitants more cautious.  They built walls
round the city to prevent the like misfortune, the ef-
fets of which were removed, when the Englifh, in 1686,
with fhameful and incxcufable rapacity, ftopped all the
fhips that were fitting out at Surat to be dilpatched to
the feveral feas.  This piracy, which dafted three years,
deprived this famous mart of almoft every branch of trade
that was not its own peculiar property. The town was
nearly reduced to its own natural riches.

Other pirates bave fince infefted thofe latitudes, and
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from time to time difturbed the trade ‘of Surat. Even
the caravans, that carried the ‘merchandize to Agra, to
Delhi, and al over the empire, were not always fecured
from the attacks of the fubjes of the independent rajahs,
which they met with on the feveral roads. A fingular.
expedient was formerly contrived for the fecurity of the
caravans, which was, to put them uader the proteétion of
a woman or child, of a race efteemed facred by the nations
they dreaded.  When the banditti appeared, the guardi-
ans of the caravans threatened to deliroy themfelves if
they perfifted in their refolution of plundering it, and a&-
wnly did fo if they did not yicld to their remonflrances.,
Thele profligate men, who had not been reftrained by re-
{pect ot Llood held facred, were excommunicated, degrad-
cd, and calt out of thair tribe. The dread of thefe fevere
panifhirents was fometimes a check upon avarice; but
firce univerfal commotions have prevailed in Indoftan, uo
confidaration can allay the thirft of gold. -

Motwithflanding all thefe misfortunes, Surat is flill a
areat trading city.  ‘T'he produce of the numberlefs ma-
nufallures thronghout Guzarat is depolited in its ware-
houfes. A great part is carried into the inland countries; .
the reft is conveyed to all parts of the globe by continual
voyages.

'The goods more commonly known are, 1ft, dutties, a -
kind of coarfe unbleached cloth, worn in Petfia, Arabia, *
Abyflinia, and the ealtan coaft of Africa; and blue lin- -
ens, which are difpofed of in the fame manuer, and are
likewife {old to the Englith and Dutch for their Guinea
trade.

2. The blue and white checks of Cambaya, which are
worn for mantles in Arabia and Turkey : fome are coarfe,
and fome fine, and fome even mixed with gold for the ufe
of the rich. '

3. 'The white linens of Barokia, fo well known by the
name of baftas. As they are extremely fine, they make
fummer caftans for the Turks and Perfians. The fort of
muflin, with a gold ftripe at each end, with which they
make their turbans, is manufatured at the fame place.

4. The printed calicoes of Amadabat, the colours of
which are as bright, as fine, and as durable, as thofe of
Coromandel.  They are worn in P’erf};,_ in Turkey, and

6
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in Europe. The rich people of Java, Sumatra, and the
Molucca iflands, make pagnes and coverlets of thefe
chintzes. :

5. The gauzes of Bairapour; the blue ones are worn
by the common people in Perfia and Turkey for their
fummer clothing, and the red ones by perfons of higher
rank. The Jews, who are not allowed by the Porte to
wear white, make their turbans of thefe gauzes.

6. Mixed ftuffs of filk and cotton, plain, ftriped, fome
with fatin ftripes, fome mixed with gold and filver. If
they were not fo dear, they would be efteemed even iu
Lurope for the brightnels of their colours, and the fine
execution of their flowers, though their patterns are fo
indifferent.  They foon wear out, but this is of little con-
fequence in the feraglios of Turkey and Perfia, where
they are ufed.

7. Some are filk, called tapis. Thefe are pagnes of
feveral colours, much efteemed in the eaftern parts of In-
dia. Many more would be woven, if it had not been ne-
ceffary to ule foreign materials, which eabance the price
too much. -

8, Shawls, very light, warm, and fine cloths, made of
the wool of Caflimere. They are dyed of different co-
lours, ftriped, and flowered. They are worn for a winter
drefs in Turkey, Perfia, and the more temperate parts of
India. With this fine wool, turbans are woven, that are
cll-wide, and a little more than three ells long, which fell
for as much as a thoufand crowns [1251.] ‘Though this
wool be fometimes manufadtured at Surat, the fineft
works of this kind are made at Caffimere.

Befide the prodigious quantity of cotton made ufe of in
the manufactures of Surat, feven or eight thoufand bales
at leaft are annually difpatched to Bengal. A much
greater quantity is fent to China, Perfia, and Arabia,
when the crops are very plentiful. If they arc moderate,
the overplus is carried down the Ganges, where it is al-
ways fold at a higher price.

Though Surat receives, in exchan[iv‘e for her exports,
porcelain from China ; filk from Bengal and Perfia ; mafts
and pepper from Malabar ; gums, dates, dried fruits, cop-
per, and pearls, from Perfia; perfumes and flaves from
Arabia ; great quantities of fpices from the Dutch ; iron,
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lead, cloth, cochineal, and fome hardwares, from the
Englith ; the balauce is fo much in her favour, as to bring
in yearly twenty-five or twenty-fix millions of livres [from
1,041,666l 135. 4d. to 1,083,333". 6s. 8d.] in ready mo-
ney. The profit would be much greater, if the riches of
the court of Delhi were not conveyed into another
channel.

This balance, however, could never rife again to what
it was when the French fettled at Surat in 1668. Their
leader’s name was Caron. He was a merchant of French
extra&tion, who was grown old in the fervice of the Dutch
company. Hamilton fays, that this able man, who had
ingratiated himfelf with the emperor of Japan, had ob-
tamed leave to build a houfe for his mafters on the ifland
where the faQlory flood which was under his direétion.
This building proved to be a caftle. The natives, who
knew nothing of fortification, did not entertain any fufpi-
cion of it. They furprifed fome picces of cannon that
were fending from Batavia, and informed the court of
what was going forward. Caron was ordered to repair to
Jeddo, to give an account of his conduct. As he had no-
thing reafonable to allege in his vindication, he was treated
with great feverity and contempt.  His beard was pluck-
ed up by the roots, a fool’s cap and eoat were put upon
him, and in this condition he was expofed to the infults of
the populace, and banifhed from the empire. The recep-
tion he met with at Java gave him a difguft againft the
intereft he had efpoufed; and, actuated by revenge, he
went over to the French, and became their agent.

SuraT, where they had fixed him, did  Enterprife of the
not anfwer his idea of a chief fettlement.  French on the
He difliked his fituation ; he lamented iflands of Ceylon
his being obliged to purchafe his fafety and St. Thomas.
by fubmiffion ; he forefaw it would be a  Their fettlement
difadvantage to carry on trade in com- at Pondicherry.
petition with richer nations, who knew .
more, and were in greater efteem, than themfclves.
He withed to find an independent port in the centre
of India, or in fome of the Spice iflands, without which
he thought it impoffible for any company to fupport
itfelf. The bay of Trinquemale, in the ifland of Cey-

A
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lon, appeared to him to unite all thefe advantages; and
he accordingly failed for that place with a powerful
fquadron, which had been feut him from Europe, under
the command of La Haye, who was to a& under his di-
rection. The French believed, or fdgned to believe, that
a fettlement might be made there, without encroaching up-
ou the rights of the Dutch, whofe property had never
been acknow'edgud by the fovereign of the 1fland, with
whom the former had entered into a treaty.

All that was alleged might indeed be true, but the event
was not the more fuccefstul. A project, which ought to
have been kept a piofound fecret, was divulged 5 an expe-
dition, which ought to have been effe@ed by furprife, was
executed deliberately ; and the Frencl: were intimidated
by a fleet which was aot in a conditi)n to fight, and which
could not poffibly have received orders to hazard an en-
gagement.  The greater part of the fhips’ crews, and of
all the land forces, perithed by want and ficknefs 5 fome
men were left moa fmall fort that had been erected, where
they were foon compelled to furrender.  With the re-
maiuing few who had furvived the hardfhips of this expe-
dition, the Trench wenr in fearch of provifions on the
coalt of Coromandel; but {inding noune cither *on the
Danifh fectlement of Tranquebar, or anywhere elfe, im-
pelled by defpair, they attacked St. Thomas, where they
were intormed there was great plenty.

This town, which had long been in a flourithing condi-
tion, had been built by the Portuguefe above a hundred
years before. The king of Goleconda having conquered
the Carnatic, did not {ec without regret, 1o important a
place in foreign hands, he {ent his generals to attack it in
1662, and they made themfelves matters ot it.  The forti-
fications, though confiderable and in good repair, did not
ftop the progrels of the French, who took them by ftorm
in 1672. 'I'hey were foon attacked here, ard were for-
ced to furrender two years after ; becaufe the Dutch, who
were at war with Lewis XTIV, joined with the Indians to
expci them, '

T'his laft event would have entircly ruined the enter-
prife, after all the cxpence the government had been at to
fupport the compuay, had not Martin been one of the
merchants fent on board La Haye’s fquadron, He col-



Book 17, 1IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 30

le@ed the remains of the two colonies of Ceylon and St.
T'homas, and with them he peopled the little town of
Pondicherry, that had been latcly ceded to him, and was
riling to a city, when the company entertained good hopes
of a new fettlement, which they had now an opportunity
of forming in India.

SomE miffionaries had preached the The French are
ofpel at Siam. They had gained the nwited to Siam.
ﬁ)vc of the people by their doctrine and  Dfeription of
by their behaviour,  Plain, good-natee-  that kingdom.
ed, and humane men, without intrigue X
or avarice, they gave no jealoufy to the government nor
to the people; they bad infpived them with relpet
and love for the French in’ geneval, and ia particular for
Lewis XIV,

A Gureek, of a reftlefs and ambitious {pirit, named Con-
ftantine Faulkon, in his travels to’ Siam, had fo far enga-
ged the affeftions of the prince, that in a fhort time he
raifed kim to the peft of prime minitter, or barcalon ; an
office which nearly anfwers to the wacient maires of the
palace of France.

Faulkon governed both the people and the king in the
moft defpotic manner. ‘The prince was weak, a valetudi-
narian, and had no iffue.  His minifter conccived a proje
to fucceed him ; poflibly to dethrone him. It is well
known that thefe attempts are as caly and s frequent in
abfolute governments, as they are difficult and vncemmon
in countries where the prince governs by the rules of jul-
tice ; where the origin and meafure of his authority is rea
gulated by fundammental and immutable laws, which are
under the guardianthip of numbers of able magiftrates.
There the enemies of the fovercign fhew that they arc ene-
mics of the ftate ; there they find themfelves foon thwart.
ed in their defigns by all the forces of the nation ; be-
caufe, by rebelling againft the chief, they rebel againtt the
laws which are the ftanding and unalterable will of the na-
tion.

Faulkon formed the defign of making the French fub.
fervient to his {chemc, as fome ambitiots men had former-
ly made ufe of a guard of fix hundred Japanefe, who had
often difpofed of the crown of Siam. He fent ambaffa-
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dors into France in 1684, to make a tender of his mafterls
alliance, to offer fea-ports to the French merchants, and
to afk for fhips and troops. :

"'The oftentatious vanity of Lewis XIV took advantagc
of this embaffy. The flatterers of that prince, who was too
much extolled, though he certainly deferved commenda-
tion, perfuaded him, that his fame, {pread throughout the
world, had procured to him the homage of the Eaft. He
was not fatished with the enjoyment of thefe vain ho-
nours ; but endeavoured to improve the difpofitions of the
king of Siam to the benelit of the India company, and
ftill more of the miffionaries. He {ent out a {quadron in
which there were a greater number of jefuits than of
traders ; and in the treaty which was concluded between
the two kings, the French ambaffadors, directed by the
jefuit Tachard, attended much more to the concerns of
religion than to thofe of commerce.

The company ftill entertained great hopes of the
fettlement at Siam, and thefe hopes were not ill-ground-
ed.

That kingdom, though divided by a ridge of moun-
tains that is continued till it meets with the rocks of
Tartary, is fo prodigioufly fruitful, that many of its cul-
tivated lands yield two hundred per cent. Some will
even bear plentiful crops fpontaneoufly. The corn, col-
le€ted as 1t was at firlt produced, without care, and
without trouble, left as it were to nature, falls off and
perifhes in the field where it grew, in order to vegetate
again in the waters of the ftream that flows through the
kindom.

There is, perhaps, no country where fruits grow in fuch
plenty and variety, or are fo wholefome, as in this delight-
ful fpot. Some are peculiar.to the country; and thofe
which are equally the produce of other countries have a
much finer {mell, and are much higher flavoured, than in
any other part of the world.

The earth, always covered with thefe treafures which
are conftantly {pringing up afrefh, alfo conceals, under a
very fuperficial furFacc, mines of gold, copper, loadftone,
ironlead, and caline, a fpecies of tin, which is highly va-
lued throughout Afia.

All thefe advantages are rendered ufelefs by the moft
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dreadful tyranny. A prince, corrupted by his power,
while he is indulging in his feraglio, opprefles his people
by his caprices, or {uffers them to be opprefled by his in-
dolence. At Siam there are no fubjeéts, all are flaves.
The men are divided into three claffes : the firft ferve as a
guard to the monarch, till his lands, and are employed in
different manufaGures in his palace. The fecond are ap-
pointed to public labours, and to the defence of the ftate.
The third clafs are deftined to ferve the magiftrates, the
minilters, and principal officers of the kingdgom.~ Every
Siamefe advanced to any eminent poft is allowed a certain
number of men who are at his difpofal ; fo that the fala-
ries annexed to great officers are well paid at the court of
Siam, becaule they are not paid in morey, but in men,
who coft the prince nothing. Thefe unfortunate people
are regiftered at the age of fixtcen. Every one on the
firlt fummons muft repair to the poft affigned him upon
pain of being put in irons, or condemned to the bafli-
nado. .

In a country where all the men muft work for the go-
vernment during fix months in the year, without being
paid or fubfifted, and during the other fix to earn a main-
tenance for the whole year; in {uch a country, the very
lands mutt feel the effeés of tyranny, and confequently
there is no property.  The delicious fiuits that enrich the
gardens of the monarch and the nobles, are not fuffered
to ripen in thofe of private men.  1f the {oldiers who are
{ent out to examine the orchards difcover fome tree laden
with choice fruits, they never fail to mark it for the tyrant’s
table, or that of his miuifters. The owner becomes the
guardian of it, and is an{werable for the fruit under very
fevere penalties.

The men are not only flaves to men, but alfo to the
beafts. The king of Siam keeps a great number of ele-
phants. Thofe of his palace are particularly taken care
of, and have extraordinary honours paid to them. The
meanelt have fifteen flaves to attend them, who are con-
ttantly employed in cutting hay, and gathering bananas
and fugar-canes for them. The king taEes fo much pride
in thefe creatures, which are of no real ufe, that he efti-
mates his power rather by their numiber than by that of
his provinces. Under pretence of feeding thefe animals
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well, their attendants will drive them into gardens, and
cultivated lauds, that they may trample upon them, unlefs
the owners will purchafe an exemption from thefe vexa-
tions by continual prefents. No man would dare to en-
clofe his ficld again{t the king?s elephants, many of whom
are decorated with honourable titles, and advanced to the
highett dignities in the {tate.

Thefe horrors are revolting to our minds ; and yet we
have no right to difcredit thent ; we who boaft of fome
philofophy, and of a milder kind of government; and
who neverthelefs live in a kingdom where the wretched
peafant is Joaded with irons, if he thould dare to mow his
meadow, or to difturb his ficld during the feafon of the
coupling and hatching of the partridges; where he is
obliged to leave his vines to the mercy of the rabbits, and
fuffer his harveft to become a prey to deers, ftags, and
boars ; and where he would be fentenced to the galleys, if
he had the boldnefs to ftrike, either with his whip or with
a ftick, any of thefe voracious animals.

Such various a&s of tyranny make the Siamefe deteft
their native country, though they confider it as the beft
upon earth.  Molt -of them fly from oppreffion into
the forefts, where they lead a favage life, infinitely pre-
ferable to that of fociety corrupted by defpotifm. So
great is this defertion, that, from the port of Mergui to
Juthia the capital of the empire, one may travel fora
week together, without meeting with the leaft fign of po-
pulation, through an immenfe extent of country, well wa-
tered, the {oil of which is excellent, and ftill bears the
marks of former cultivation. This fine country is now
over-run with tigers.

It was formerly inhabited by men.  Befide the natives,
it was full of fettlements that had been fucceflively formed
there by the nations fituated to the eaft of Afia. Their
inducement was the immenfe trade carried on there,  All
hiftorians atteft, that in the beginning of the fixteenth
century a great number of fhips came into thefe roads
every year. The tyranny which prevaited foon after, fuc-
ceflively deftroyed the miner, the manufallures, and agri-
culture.  All the foreign merchants, and even thofe of
the nation, were involved in the fam: rain.  The flate fell
into confufion, and confequently became languid. The
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French, on their arrival, found it thus reduced. General
poverty prevailed, and none of the arts were exercifed ;
while the people were under the dominion of a defpotic
tyrant, who, in attempting to monopolize all the trade,
inevitably deftroyed it. The few ornaments and articles
of luxury that were confumed at court, and in the houfes
of the great, came from Japan. The Siamefe held the
Japanefe in high cltimation, and preferred their works to
all others.

It was no eafy matter to divert Advantages which
them from this attachment, and yet the French might
it was the only way of procuring a  have derived from
demand for the produce of French Siam.
induftry. If any thing could effect
this change, it was the chriflian 1eligion, which the priefts
of the foreign miffions had preached to them, and not
without fuccefs ; but the jeluits, too much devoted to
Faulkon, who began to be odious, abufed the favour they
enjoyed at court, and drew upon themfelves the batred of
the people. T'his odium was transferred from them to their
religion.  They built churches before there were any
chriftians to frequent them. They founded monafteries,
and by thefe proceedings occafioned the common people
and the talapoys to revolt.  The talapoys are the monks
of the country 5 fome of whom lead a folitary life, and
others are buly intriguing men. "They preach to the peo-
ple the doétrines and precepts of Sommona Kodom. That
lawgiver of the Siamefe was long honoured as a fage, and
has fince been revered as a god, or as an emanatinn of the
deity, a fon of God. A variety of marvellous ftories are
told of this man : he lived upon one grain of rice a-day :

. he pulled out one of his eyes to give to a poor man, hav-
ing nothing elfe to beftow on him. Another time he gave
away his wife,  He commanded the ftars, the rivers, and
the mountains. But he bad a brother, who frequently
oppofed his defigns for the good of mankind. God aveng-
ed him, and cruciticd that uuhappy brother.  This fab%e
had prejudiced-the Siamefe againft the religion of a eruci-
fied God ; and they could not worthip Jefus Chritt, bea
caufe he died the fome death as the brother of Sommona
Kodom,
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If the French could not carry their commodities to
Siam, they could at leaft gradually infpire the people with
a tafte for them, prepare the way for a great trade with
this country, and avail themfelves of that which aétually
offered, to open conneftions with all the Eaft.  The fitu-
ation of that kingdom between two gulfs, where it ex-
tends one hundred and fixty leagues along the fea coaft on
the one guif, and about two hundred on the other, would
have opened the navigation of all the feas in that part of
the woild.  The fortrefs of Bancoc, built at the mouth
of the Menan, which had been put into the hands of the'
French, was an excellent mart for all tranfactions they
might have had with China, the Philippines, or any of the
eaftern parts of India. Mergui, the principal port of the
king-lom, and one of the befl in Afia, which had likewife
been ceded to them, would have greatly facilitated their
trade with the coaft of Coromandel, and chiefly with Ben-
gal. It fecured to them an advantageous intercourfe with
the kingdomns of Pegu, Ava, Arracan, and Lagos, coun-
trics {till more buibarous than Siam, but where the fineft
rubics in the world, and fome gold duft, are to be found.
All thefe countries, as well as Siam, produce the tree
‘which yields that valuable gum, with which the Chincfe
and Japanefe make their varnifh ; and whoever is in pof-
feflion of this commodity, may be certain of carrying on a
very lucrative trade with China and Japan.

Befide the advantage of meeting with good fettlements,
which were no cxpence to the Company, and might throw
into their hands a great part of the trade of the Laft, they
might have brought home from Siam, ivory, logwood,
like that which is cut in the bay of Campeachy, a great
deal of caffia, and all the buffalo and deer fkins that the
Dutch formerly brought from thence.  "They might have
grown pepper there, and, poflibly, other fpices which
were not to be found in the country, as the people did
not underftand the culiure of them, and becaufe the
wretched inhabitants of Siam are fo indifferent to every
thing, that nothing fucceeds with them. |

The French paid no regard to thefe objets, The
fattors of the Compauy, the officers, and ‘the jefuits,
were equally ignorant of trade : the whole attention of
the latter was taken up in converting the natives, and
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making themfelves mafters of them. At laft, after hav.
ing givén but a weak affiftance to Faulkon at the inftant
when he was ready to execute his de{‘i]gns, they were ina
volved in his difgrace ; and the fortrefles of Mergui and
Bancoc, defended by French troops, were taken from
them by the moft cowardly of all people.

During the fhort time that the French  Pieaws of the
were fettled at Siam, the company endea-  French upon
voured to eltablifh themfelves at Tonquin. . Tonguin and
They flattered themfclves that they might  Cochin-china.
trade with fafety and advantage with a
nation which had for about {even centuries been inftruéted
by the Chinefe. Theifm prevails among them, which is
the religion of Confucius, whofe precepts and writings
are there holden in greater veneration than even in China.
But there is not the fame agreement as in China in the
principles of government, religion, laws, opinions, rites,
and ceremonies : and though Tonquin has the fame law-
giver, it is far from having the fame {yftem of morality. We
find there neither that relpe& for parents, that love for the
prince, thofe reciprocal affc@ions, nor thofe focial virtues
which are met with in China, nor have they the fame good
order, police, induftry, or ativity.

This nation, which-is devoted to exceffive indolence,
and is voluptuous without tafte or delicacy, lives in con-
ftant diftruft of its fovercignsand of ftrangers. It is doubt-
ful whether this miftruft proceeds from a natural reftlefl-
nefs of temper, or whether their {pirit of fedition be ow-
ing to this circumflance, that the Chinefe fyftem of mo-
rality has enlightened the people without improving the
government. Whatcver be the progrefs of knowledge,
whether it come from the people to the government, or
from that to the people, it is neccflary that both fhould
be enlightened at the fame time, or elfe the ftate will be
expoled to fatal revolutions.  Accordingly, in Tonquin,
there is a continwal firaggle between the eunuchs wha go-
vern, and the people who impatiently bear the yoie.
Every thing languilhes and tends to ruin in confequence of
thele diffeufions ; and the calamities muft incieafe, till
the people have compelled their mafters to grow wifer,
or the mafters have rendered their fubje@s quite infenf
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ible. ‘The Portuguefe and the Dutch, who had attempt-
ed to form fome connections in Tonquin, had been forced
to give them up. The French were not more fuccefsful.
No Luropeans have fince carried on that trade, except {fome
few merchants of Madras, who have alternately forfaken
and refumed it. They divide with the Chinefe the export-
ation of copper and ordinary {ilks, the only commodities
of any value that country affords. :
Cochin-China lay too near to Siam not to diaw the at-
tention of the French; and they would probably have
fixed there, had they had fagacity enough to forefce what
degree of {plendour that rifing ftate would one day acquire.
The Europcans are indcbted to a philofophical traveller
for what little they know with certainty of that fine coun-
try. The following is the refult of his obfervations :—
When the French arrived in thofe diftant regions, they
learned, that, about half a century before, a prince of
Tonquin, as he fled from his foveretgn, who purfued him
as a rebel, had, with his foldiers and adherents, croffed the
river, which ferves as a barrier between T'onquin and Co-
chin-China. The fugitiver, who were warlike and civilized
people, foon expelled the feattered inhabitants, who wan-
dered about without any fociety or form of governmeat,
or without any law, except that of mutual interelt, which
prompted them not to injure one another. Hoere they
founded an empire upon the bafis of agriculture and pro-
perty. Rice was the food the moit eahly cultivated, and
the moft pleatiful ; upon this article, therefore, the new
coloniits beftowed their firlt attention. The fea and the
rivers attracted a number of inhabitants to their borders,
by the profufion of excellent fith they afforded. Domel-
tic animals were bred in the country; fome for food,
others for labour. The inhabitants cultivated the trees
they were moft in want of, fuch as the cotton for their
clothing. The mountains and forefts, which could not be
cultivated, afforded wild fowl, metals, gums, perfunies,

, and wood of an excellent kind. Thefe produétions ferved

as fo many materials, means, and objeéts, of commerce.
One hundred galleys were built, which are conflantly em-
ployed in defending the coafts of the kingdom.

All thefe feveral advantages of nature were well beftow-
«d upon a people of a mild and humane difpofition, which
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they partly owe to their women: whether this influence
they acquire be owing to their beauty, or whether it be
the particular effect of their affiduity and of their {kill in
bulincls, is not ealy to detcrmine: in general we oblerve,
that in the firt begiuning of all {ocieties, the women are
fooncr civilized than the men. Even their weaknefs, and
their {cdentary life, their being more taken up with various
details, and with cares of a Iefs important nature, furnith
them fooner with that knowledge and experience, and in-
cline them to thofe domeftic attachments, which are the
firft promoters and ftrongett ties of fociety. ‘Thisis, per-
haps, the 1cafon why, in many favage nations, the women
are entrufted with the adminittration of civil government,
which is but a higher degree of domeltic economy. So
long as the ftate 1s but as one great family, the women
are capable of undertaking the management of it. Then,
undoubtedly, the people are happicit, cipecially in a clim-
ate where nature has left but little for man to do.

Such is the climate of Cochin-China. Accordingly, the
people, though but unperiectly civilized, enjoy that happi-
nefs which might excite the envy of more mnproved focie-
tics. ‘They have neither robbers nor beggars.  Every
one is at liberty to live at his own houfe, or at his neigh-
bour’s. A traveller freely enters a houfe in any village,
fits down to table, cats aud drinks, without beingyr invited
or afked any queftions, and then goes away without ace
knowledging the civility.  He is a man, and therefore a
friend and relation of the family. If he were a foreigner,
he would excite more curiofity, but would be equally
welcome.

Thefe cuftoms are the relics of the government of the
firlt fix kings of Cochin-China, and derived from the ori-
ginal contratt entered into between the nation and their
leader, before they croffed the river that divides Tonquin
from Cochin-China. Thefe men were weary of opprr(%on.
They dreaded the like calamity, and therefore took care
to guard againft the abufe of authority, which is fo apt to
tranfgrefs 1ts due limits, it not kept under fome reftraint,
"Their chicf, who had fet them an example of liberty, and
taught them to revolt, promifed them that felicity which
he himfelf chofe to enjoy; that of a juft, mild, and par-
ental government, I'fc cultivatcd with them the land in
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which they had all taken refuge. He never demanded
any thing of them, except an annual and voluntary con-
tribution, to enable him to defend the nation againft the
tyrant of Tonquin, who, for a long time, purfued them
beyond the river which feparated them from him.

This primitive contract was religioufly obferved for up-
wards of a century, under five or fix fucceffors of that
brave deliverer : but at lalt it has been infringed. The
reciprocal and folemn engagement between the king and
his people is ftill renewed every year, in the face of heaven
and earth, in a general affembly of the whole nation, col.
le@ed in an open ficld, where the oldeft man prefides, and
where the king only affifts as a private perfon. He ftill
honours and proteéts agriculture, but does not, like his
predeceflors, fet the example of labour to his fubjeéts.
When he fpeaks of them, he &ill fays, they are my children ;
but they are no longer fo. His courtiers have {tiled
themfelves his flaves, and have given him the pompous and
facrilegious title of ‘£ing of heaven. From that moment,
men mult have appeared to him but as fo many infeéts
creeping on the ground. The gold which he has taken
out of the mines, has put a ftop to agriculture. He has
defpifed the homely roof of his anceltors, and would build
a palace. Its circumferance has been marked out, and is
a league in extent. Thoufands of cannon plauted round
the walls of this palace, make it formidable to the people.
A defpotic monarch refides there, who in a fhort time
will be fecluded fiom the eyes of the people; and this
concealment, which characteriles the majeity of ealtern
kings, will fubftitute the tyrant to the father of the
nation.

The difcovery of gold has naturally brought on that of
taxes ;3 and the admimftration of the finances will foon
take place of civil legiflation and focial contract. Countri-
butions are no longer voluntary, but extorted. Decfigning
men go to the king’s paluce, and craftily obtain the privi-
lege of plindering the provinces. With gold they at once
purchafe a right of committing crimes and the privilege
of impunity ; they bribe the courtiers, elude the vigilance
of the magiftrates, and opprefs the hufbandman.” The
traveller already fees, as he pafles along, fallow grounds,
and whole villages forfaken by their inhabitants. This
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Fing of heaven, like the gods of Epicurus, carelefsly fuffers
plagues and calamities to vex the land. He isignorant of
the {ufferings and diltrefles of his people, who will foon fall
into a ftate of annihilation, like the favages whofe territo-
ries they now poflefs. AHN nations governed by defpot~
ifm mult inevitably perifh ia this manner. If Cochin-China
fhould relapfe into that ftate of confufion out of which it
emerged about a hundred and fifty years ago, it will be
wholly difregarded by the navigators who now frequent
the ports of that kingdom. The Chinefe, who carry on
the greateft trade there, get in exchange for their own
commodities, wood for {mall work, and timber for build-
ing houfes and fhips.

They alfo export from thence an immenfe quantity of
fugar, the raw at four livres {3s. 4d.] a hundred-weight,
the white at eight [6s.8d.] and fugar-candyat ten [ 8s.4d.]
very good lilk, fatins, and pitre, the fibres of a tree, not
unlike the banana, which they fraudulently mix in their
manufaures : black and ordinary tea, which ferves for
the confumption of common people; and fuch excellent
cinnamon, that it {ells three or four times dearer than that
of Ceylon. There is but a fmall quantity of this, as it
grows only upon one mountain, which is always furround-
ed with guards. Excellent pepper is another article, and
fuch pure iron, that they work it as it comes out of the
mine, without fmelting : gold of three and twenty carrats,
which is found there in greater plenty than in any other
part of the Ealt : aloes wood, which is more or lefs efteem.
ed, as it is more or lels refinous.  The pieces that contaia
moft of this refin are commonly taken from the heart, or
from the root, of the tree. They are called calunbac, and
are always fold for their weight in gold to the Chinele,
who account them the higheit cordial in nature. They
are carefully preferved in pewter boxes, to keep them from
drying. When they are to be adminiftered, they are
ground upon a marble, with fuch liquids as are beit 1nited
to the ditorder they are intended to remove. The inferior
kind of aloes wood, which always fells for a hundred
livres [4l. 3s. 4d.] a pound at lcaft, is carried to Purfia,
Turkey, and Arabia. They ufe it to perfume their
clothes, and fometimes their apartments, upon very extra=
ordinary occalions, and then they mix it with amber. It

Vol. 11.



50 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book 1y

is alfo employed for another purpofe. A cuftom prevails
among thefe nations, when they are defirous of fhewing
their vifitors great marks of civility, to prefent them with
pipes, then with coffee and fweetmeats.  When convérfa-
tion begins to grow languid, the fherbet is brought in,
which 1s looked upon as a hint to depart, As (%on as
the ftranger rifes to go away, they bring in a little pan
with aloes wood, and perfume his beard, {prinkling it with
rofe water.

Though the French, who. had fcarce any thing elfe to
bring but cloth, lead, gunpowder, and brimftone, were
ohliged to trade with Cochin-China chiefly in money, yet
they were under a ncceflity of purfuing this trade in com-
petition with the Chinele.  This inconvenience might
have been obviated by the profit that would have been
made upon goods fent to Europe, or fold in India; but it
1s now too late to attempt it. Probity and honefty, the
effentials of an acting and lafting trade, are forfaking thefe
zegions, which were formerly fo flourithing, in proportion
as the government becomes arbitrary, and confequently
unjull.  In a fhort time no greater number of fhips will be
fecn in their harbours than 1 thofe of the ncighbouring
ftates, where they were fcarcely known,

However this may be, the French company, driven from
Siam, and without hopes of fettling at the extremities of
Afia, began to regret their factory at Surat, where they
dared not appear again, fince they had left it without pay-
ing their debts.  They had loft the only market they
knew of for their cloths, their lead, and their iron ; and
they were continually at a lofs in the purchafe of gocds
to anfwer the capricious demands of the mother-country,
and the wants of the colonies. By fulfilling all their for-
mer engagements, they might have recovered the privilege
they had forfeited. The mogul government, which would
have wifhed to fee a greater unmber of fhips reforting to
Surat, often folicited the French to fatisfy thefe claims,
for they preferred them to the Englith, who had purchafed
of the court an exemption from all dutics.  Whether it
were for want of honefty, of fkill, or of means, certain it
is that the company never could remove the reproach they
had incurred. They confined their whole attention to
the fortifying of Pondicherry, when they were {uddenly
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prevented by a bloody war, which had its origia in remote
caufes,

Tue northern barbarians, who had The Lrench lofe
overturned the Roman empire, that was  arnd recover Pon-
miftrefs of the world, eftablifhed a form  dicherry, their
of government which weuld not admit  principal fettl.-
of avgmenting their conquefts, and kept  ment.
every ftate within its natural limits.

The abolition of the feudal laws, and the alterations
confequent upon it, feemed to tend a fecond time to efta-
blith a kind of univerfal monarchy; but the Auftrian
power, weakened by the great extent of its poffeffions,
and their diftance from cach other, could not fubvert
the bulwarks that were raifing againft ir.  After a
whole century pafled in contelts, hopes, and difappoint-
ments, it was forced to yield to a nation, whofe ftrength,
polition, aud adtivity, rendered her more formidable to the
libertics of Kurope.  Richelien and Mazarine began
this revolution by their intrigues. Turenne and Condé
completed it by their viGtories. Colbert fettled it by the
introduétion of arts, and of all kinds of induftry. If
Lewis X1V, who may be faid to have been, not perhaps
the greatelt monarch of his age, but one who beft fup-
ported the dignity of the throne, had been more moderate
in the exercife of his power, and the fenfe of his grandeur,
it is difficult to determine how far he might have carried
his good fortune. His vanity proved dctrimental to his
ambition. After bending his own {ubje&s to his will, he
wanted to exert the fame power over his neighbours. His
pride raifed him more enemies than bis influence and his
genius could fupply him with allies and refources. He
was delighted with the flatteries of his panegyrills and
courtiers, who promiled him univerfal monarchy ; and the
pleafure he took in thefe adulations contributed ftill more
than the extent of his power to infpire a dread of univer-
fal conqueft and flavery. The diftrefles and inve@ives of
his proteftant {ubjects, difperfed by a tyrannical fanaticifm,
_completed the hatred he had incurred by his fuccefles, and
by the abufe he had made of his profperity.

The prince of Orange, a man of a fteady, upright dif-
polition, and of a penctrating judgment, endowed with
cvery virtue that is confiftent with ambition, became the
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chief inftigator of all thefe refentments, which he had long
fomented by his negociations and his emiffaries.  France
was attacked by the moft formidable confederacy recorded
in hiftory, and yet fbhe was conftantly, and in all parts,
triumphant.

She was not {o fuccefsful in Afia as in Europe. The
Dutch firft endeavoured to prevail upon the natives to at-
tack Pondicherry, which they could never be compelled to
rcftore.  The Indian prince to whom they applied for
that purpofe, was not to be bribed to agree to fo perfidi-
ous a propofal : his conftant anfwer was, ¢ the French
¢¢ have bought that place, it would be unjuft to turn them
¢ out.” What the raja refufed to do, the Dutch did
themfelves : they beficged the town in 1693, and were
obliged to reftore it at the peace of Ryfwick, in a much
better corndition than they found it.

Martin was again appointed dire€lor, and managed the
affairs of the company with that wifdom, {kill, and inte-
grity, which was expe&ted from him.  Thatable and vir-
_tuous merchant invited many new {cttlers to Pondicherry,
and made the p'ace agreeable to them, by the good order
he maintained there, and by his moderation and juflice.
He acquired the favour of the neighbouring princes,
whofe friendfhip was of confequence to a weak and infant
fettlement,  He chofe or formed proper perfons, whom
he fent to the markets of Afia, and to the feveral princes
of that empire. He lad perfuaded the French, that as
they were come laft to India, that as they found them-
felves there in a weak coudition, and could not expeét any
afliftance from their vwn country, they had no other way
of fucceeding, but by infpiring the natives with a favour-
able opinion of their character.  He induced them to lay
atide that levity, and thofe contemptuous airs, which fo
often nake their nation infufferable to ftrangers.  They
grew modeft, gentle, and attentive to bufinefs ; they learn-
ed the art of behaving fuitably to the genivs of the feve-
ral nations, and to particular circuinttances.  Thofe who
did not confine themfidlves to the company’s fervice, fre-
quenting different courts, becanie acql‘lainted with the
places where the finelt fluffs were manufadtured, the fla-
ples where the choicelt cominodivies were to be met with,
and in fhort, with all the particulars relative to the inland
trade of cvery country.
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All that Martin had it in his power to accomphifh, was
to lay the foundation of future fuccefs to the company,
by the good opinion he gave of the IFrench, by the pains
he took to train up agents, by the informations he gained,
and by the good order he maintained in Pondicherry,
which daily acquired new inhabitants ; but all this was not
fufficient to reftore the declining ftate of the company,
fubjeét from its infancy to fuch diforders as muft at length
certainly deftroy it.

His firft plan was to eftablith a  Decline of the French
great empire at Madagafcar. A company, and ihe
fingle voyage carried over fixteen caufe of it
hundred and eighty.cight perfons,
who were made to expeét a delighttul climate and a rapid
fortune, and found nothing but famine, difcord, and
death.

So unfortunate a beginning difcouraged the adventur-
ers from an undertaking, which they had entered upon
merely with a view to follow the example of others, or in
compliance with folicitations. The owners of fhares had
not made good their payments with fo much pun&tuality
as is required in commercial affaire. The government,
which had engaged to advance, without intereft, a fifth
part of the fums the company were to receive, and which
as yet was only bound to furnith two millions [83,3331
6s. 8d.] again drew the fame fum out of the public trea-.
fury, in hopes of fupporting the work it had begun. Some
time after, its generofity was carried ftill further, in mak-
ing a free gift of what at firk was only lent.

This encouragement from the minifiry could not, how-
ever, enable the company to proceed in their defigns.
They were forced to confine them to Surat and Pondi-
cherry 3 and to abandon their fettlements at Bantam, Ra-
japore, Tilferi, Mazulipatam, Gombroon, and Siam.

o doubt they had too many faétories, and fome were ill
fituated ; but the inability they were under of {upporting
them was the only reafon that they were abandoned.

Soon after this, it became neceffary to make further ad-
vances. In 1682, they gave permiilion indifcriminately
to French fubjects and foreigners to trade to the Eaft In-
dies for five years, on the company’s thips paying the
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freight that fhould be agreed upon ; and on condition that
the goads brought home fhould be depolited in the com-
pany’s warehoutes, fold at the fame time with theirs, and
be fubje&t to a duty of five per cent. The public fo
cagerly came into this propofal, that the dire€ors enter-
tained great hopes from the increafe of thefe fmall pro-
fits, which would be conftant without any rifque. But
the proprietors, lefs fenfible of thefe‘moderate advantages,
than jealous of the great profits made by the free traders,
in two years time obtained a repeal of this regulation, and
their charter remained in full force.

To fupport this monopoly with fome decency, a fund
was wanting. In 1684 the company obtained from go-
vernment a call upon all the proprictors, amounting to a
fourth part of their property; and in cafe any og them
failed to pay the fum required, their whole fhare was to
be made over to thofe who fhould pay it for them, after
baving reimburfed’them a fourth of their capital. Whe-
ther I%om perverfenefs, from particular motives, or from
inability, many did not pay, fo that their fhares loft three
fourths of their original value ; and, to the difgrace of the
nation, there were men barbarous and unjuft enough to en.
rich themfelves with their {poils.

An cxpedient fo difhonourable enabled them to fit out
a few fhips for Afia; but new wants were foon felt.
Their cruel fituation, which continually grew worfe, put
them upon demanding of the proprietors, in 1697, the
reftitution of the dividends of ten and twenty per cent.
which they had received in 1687 and 1691.  So extraor-
dinary a propofal raifed a general clamour. The com-
pany were obliged to have recourfe to the ufual method of
borrowing. Thefe loans became more burdenfome, the
more they were multiplied, as the fecurity was more pre-
carious, !

As the company was in want both of money and cre-
dit, the emptinefs of their coffers put it out of their
power to afford thofe advantages, and that encouragement
to the merchant in India, without which he will ncither
work nor fet others to work. This inability reduced the
French fales ta nothing. It is demonftrable, that from
1664 to 1684, thatis, in the fpace of twenty years, the
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fum total of their produce did nct exceed nine millions
one hundred thoufand livres [379,166l. 13s. 4d.]

To thefe had been added other abufes. The condu&
of the adminiftrators and agents for the company had not
been properly direfted, or carefully looked into. The
capital had been: broken into, and lelC!(:!nds paid out of
the ftock, which ought only to have arifen from the pro-
fits. The lcaft brilliant and leaft profperous of all reigus,
had exhibited 4 model for a commercial compahy. The
trade to China, the eaficlt, the fafeft, and the moft ad~
vantageous that is carried on with Afia, had been given
up toa particular body of merchants. .

The bloody war of 1689, added to the calamities of
the India company, cven by the very fuccefles of France.
Swarms of privateers, fitted out from the {everal harbours
in the kingdom, annoyed, by their vigilance and bravery,
the trade of Holland and England. In their numberlefs
prizes were found a prodigious quantity of India goods,
which were retailed at a low price. The company, who
by this competition were forced to fell under prime coft,
endeavoured to find out fome expedient to fave themfelves
from this danger, but could think of none that was re-
concilable with the intereft of the privateers; nor did
the minifter think proper to facrifice an ufeful fet of men
to a body which had fo- long wearied him with their ne-
ceffities and complaints.

Befide thefe, the company had many more caufes of
difcontent. The financiers had fhewn an open hatred for
them, and were continually oppoling or confining them.
Supported by thofe vile aflociates which they always have
at court, they endeavoured to put an end to the Indian
trade, under the fpecious pretence of encouraging the
home manufaltures. The government was at firft “afraid
of being expofed to reproach, by departing from the prin-
ciples of Colbert, and repealing the moft folemn ediéts ;
but the farmers of the revenue found means to render
thofe privileges ufclefs, which the miniftry would not abo-
lifh, and the compavy no longer enjoyed, without heing
abfolutely deprived of them.

Hcavy duties were fucceffively laid upon all India
goods. Half a year feldom paffed without fome new re«
gulation, fometimes to allow, fometimes to prohibit, the
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ufe of thefe commodities: there was a continued fcene of
contraditions in a part of adminiftration, that would have
required fteady and invariable principles. All thefe va-
riations gave the Europeans reafon to think, that trade
would with difficulty be eftablithed in a kingdom where
all depends upon the caprices of a minifter, or the intcreft
of thofe who govern.

The conduét of an igriorant and corrupt adminiftration,
the levity and impatience of the proprietors, the interefted
views of the comptrollers of finance, the oppreflive {pirit
of the treafury, joined to other caufes, had prepared the
ruin of the company. The miferies of the war, carried
on for the Spanifh fucceflion, haftened their deftru&ion,

Every refource was exhautted. The moft fanguine faw
o profpe&t of their being able to fend out a fleet. DBe-
hdes, if, by unexpefted good fortune, fome few weak
veflels fhould be fitted out, it was to be feared they might
be feized in Europe, or in India, by difappointed credi-
tors, who muft neceflarily be exafperated. Thefe power-
ful motives determined the company, in 1707, to confent
that fome rich merchants thould fend their own fhips to
India, upon condition that they fhould allow the com.
pany fifteen per cent. profit upon the goods they fhould
bring home, and the right of taking fuch fhare in thofe
thips as their circumiftances fhould admit of. Soon “after
this, they were even reduced to make over the whole and
exclufive exercife of their privilege to fome privateers of
St. Malo, ftill referving the fame conceflion, which for
fome years paft had in a certain degrce kept them from
ruin.

Notwithftanding this defperate fituation, in 1714 they
folicited the rencwal of their charter, which was nearly
expired, and which they had enjoyed for half a century.
Although they had none of their capital left, and that
their debts amounted to ten millions [416,666l. 13s. 4d.]
yet the miniltry, who did not know, or would net per-
«eive, that meafures more prudential might be adopted,
granted them an indulgence for ten years longer. This
new regulation was thwarted by the moft incredible revo-
lution that the finances of the kingdon ever experienced ;
the caufe and effe@s of which will be more readily com-
prehended by thofe who will take the trouble to follow
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us 1 our review of the moft diltant periods of the mo-
archy. )

i WZ are entircly unacquainted with  Revolutions in the
the manuer in which the primitive finances of France
Gauls fupplied the feveral wants of from the carlieft
the confederate bodics of which they  tzmes.

were members.  Their defcendents,

under the dominion of the Romans, paid no other tax
than the fifth of the fruit of their trees, and the tenth of
the produce of their harvefts, in kind.

This impoft was abolithed at the invafion of the Franks,
who did not fubltitute any other in-lieu of it. The fo-
vereign, for his private expences, as well as for the exi-
gences of the flate, had no other revenue than that which
he acquired from his lands, which were extenfive and nn-
merous.  ‘They were covered with woods, ponds, breeds
of horfes, cattle, and flaves, under the condu& of an
adtive dircétor, whofc bufinefs it was to maintain order, to
encourage induftry, and to infure plenty. The court
went to live fucceffively upon thefe domains, which were
entirely laid out in ufeful productions ; and what they did
not confume was fold for other purpofes. The carriages
wanted for the journeys of the prince, were furnithed by
the people, and the nobles fupplied their fovereign with a
refidence and provifions. It was cultomary to make him
a prefent of greater or lefs value at his departure ; and this
teflimony of regard was afterwards changed into an im-
poft, under the title of drost de gite [tax of refidence]
when the heads of the ftate were difgufted of this wandering
life.  With thefe few refources, and fome other fuccours,
always of a trifling nature, which were granted (though.
very feldom) in the martial affemblies of the nation, the
fovereign contrived fill to build magnificent churches, to
found rich bifhoprics, to repel formidable enemies, and to
make important conquetts.

At the beginning of the eighth century, Charles Mar-
tel, the mayor of the palace, thought thefe funds infuffi-
cient for the defence of the kingdom, violently attacked
by the Saracens, who were formidable from their num-
bers, their bravery, and their viGtories. It was the idea
of this famous depofitary of the royal authority, that a
war againlt the infidels was to be maintained by holy pro=

Cs
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perty ; and without any of thofe precautions which it has
fince been neceffary to have recourfe to, and which have
‘even been frequently employed without effe@, he feized
upon the riches of the church, which were immenfe. If
the clergy flattered themfelves that peace would reinftate
them in their pofleflions, they were difappointed in their
expeQations. The fovereigns remained mafters of the
richeft bifhoprics, the nobles of the beft abbeys, and the
gentlemen of the moft confiderable benefices. They be-
came fo many fiefs, the pofleflors, or rather perhaps the
ufurpers of which, were conftrained to a military fervice
proportioned to the value of their poffeflions. At firft
they were holden only for life ; but they afterwards be-
came hereditary, upon the decline of Charlemagne’s fa-
mily. They were then introduced in the courfe of circu-
lation, as all other propertics are. They were given
away, fold, or diftributed. A living was frequently the
dowry of a young perfon who ufed to farm the tenths, and
the cafual profits of it.

The firlt kings of the third race fuffered themfelves to
be perfuaded that it was a duty of religion, as well as a
point of juftice, to reftore to the fanf@tnary what had been
purloined from it. The facrifice was fo much the greater,
as thefe princes could not expeét any affiftance from a na-
tion that was parcelled out, and which held no more af-
femblies ; and as they had nothing remaining of their an-
cient domain, except what was fituated in the circuit of
the confined territory that had been left immediately at
their own difpofal, when the government became entirely
feudal. The Jews were moft commonly the perfons who
ufed to fupply the deficiency which thele revolutions had
occafioned in the royal coffers.

"Thirty-feven years after the death of the Meffiah, Titus
attacked and took Jerufalem. Thoufands of Jews perithed
in the fiege ; a great number were reduced to flavery, and
the reft of the nation was difperfed. Some of them pafled
over into Gaul, where they experienced different treat-
ment, according to times and circumftances.

Sometimes the Jews purchafed the right of forming a
diftinét and feparate people in the ftate. They had then
their own tribunals, a feal that was peculiar to them, bu-
rying places without the gates of the cities, fynagogues
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in which they were allowed to pray only in a low voice?
and a mark upon their clothes, which rendered it impof-
fible not to-know them.

If the intention fometimes prevailed of forcing them
to turn chrittians, they were more frequently prohibited
from it. A Jew who changed his religion, was fubjet to
a penalty, and his cftates were confifcated. He was thus
deprived of every thing, becaufe there was ro longer any
pretence for loading him with taxes. .

Moft commonly, the nation was left a prey to the ufu~
rious dealings of thefe iniquitous meu : but on {ome occa-
fions it was forbidden to hold any intercourfe with them.
It was prohibited by law to hire any Jews for fervants,
to hold any leafe of them, to put any truft in their phy-
ficiaus, to fuckle, or even to rear their children.

They were often accufed of having poifoned the wells,
of having maffacred the children, and of having crucified
a mau on the memorable day of Good-Friday. It wasby
gold alone that they were able to clear themfelves of all
thefe atrocious imputations, cqually devoid of trath and
probability.

The fpirit of tyranny often loaded them with chains.
Their perfons, their eftates, and their goods, all belonged
to the lord of the place where they dwelt. He might
purfue them if they changed their refidence, and the fo-
vereign himfelf had no right to detain them whenever they
were claimed. Thefe kinds of flaves weve confidered as an
article of trade; they were fold, either feparately, or
with the land, at a greater or lefs price, according to their
refpetive talents and induftry.

In fome initances they were compelled to purchafe their
freedom. -Thele low-minded men would have preferred a
ftate of flavery which did not prevent them from acquir-
ing riches, to an independence by which they werc to be
deprived of them ; but the liberty of choice was not al-
lowed to them. They were forced to fubmit, either to
expire in torments, or to drag from the bowels of the
carth the treafures they had concealed there.

When thefe infatiable leeches had devoured the {ub-
ftance of the whole ftate, they were made to difgorge
their plunder, and then exiled. In order to get leave to
renew their depredations, they facrificed part of the trea-

G
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fure they had faved from the general wreck, and made ufe
of the reft in regaining ftill more than had becn taken
from them.

Thoughl the barons had more or lefs a fhare in the vex-
ations with which the Jews were opprefled, yet the fove-
reigns, upon whom this perverfe race more particularly
depended, always derived the principal advantages from
them. It was by means of this fatal and odious relource
that they fupported for fome time a feeble and contelted
authority. In after-times, the debafing of the coin fur-
nifhed them with frefh affiitance.

The ancient governments were very far from making
any advantage of their coin. The coinage was always

. carried on at the expence of the ftate ; and it is a matter
of uncertainty which were the people who firft laid a tax
upon this univerfal objeét of exchange. If this fatal ex-
ample was given by France, the kings of the firft and fe-
cond race muft have derived little advantage from this per-
nicious innovation ; becaufe the payments were made, as
among the Romans, with metals given by the weight ;
and becaufe the ufe of {pecie was adopted only in the de-
tails of commerce. This cuftom became afterwards con-
fiderably lefs prevalent ; and the fovereigns were till more
inclined to increafe a tax, which was every day becoming
more advantageous to them, In a little time they went
much further, and did not fcruple to commit the moft
flagrant a& of difhonefly, in altcring the value of the
coin, at pleafure, or according to their neceffities. The
fpecie was continually undergoing a frefk melting, and was
always mixed with very bafe alloy.

It was with thefe odious fuccours ; with the revenue of
a territory extremely limited; with fome fiefs, which
either became vacant or were confifcated ; with fome vo-
luntary offerings, -which were therefore ftyled gifts of be-
nevolence ; with fome taxes exaéled from the barons, but
which were rather tokens of fubmiffion than real impofis ;
it was, in a word, by thefe means, that the crown way
fupported, and that its power even continued increafing,
during all the time that it had no other enemiesto contend
with, except vaffals more fecble than itfelf. Wars at that
period lafted no longer than a few weeks ; the armies were
pot. numerous ; the military fervice was performed without
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reward ; and the expences of the court were fo inconfider-
able, that, till the fatal reign of Charles VI, they never
exceeded 94,000 livres [3,916L 13s. 4d.] .

But no fooner had the epidemic rage of the crufades
drawn the French faraway from their frontiers ; no fooner
had foreign enemies made powerful inroads into France,
than it became neceffary to eftablith regular and confider-
able funds. The fovereigns would have been very defirous
of taking upon themfelves the regulation of thefe contri-
butions; and attempted it more than once. They were
forewarned of thefe ufurpations by the remonftrances of
enlightened perfons, and compelled to give them up by
the revolt of the people. They were obliged to acknow-
ledge that this authority belonged to the nation 4ffembled,
and to that alone. They even made oath at their coron-
ation, that this facred and unalienable right fhould be for
ever refpected ; and this oath was a reftraint upon them
for feveral centuries.

During all the time that the crown had no other reve-
nue than the produce of its domains, the colle&ing of the
public treafury had been allotted to the {encfichals and
bailiffs, each in their refpeftive departments; fo that
power, the adminiltration of juftice, and the diftribution
of finance, were all united under one common head.
When taxes were general throughout the kingdom, it be-
came neceffary to fettle a new arrangement of matters.
Whether thefe taxes bore upon the perfon, or upon the
houfes, of the citizens ; whether individuals were required
to give up the fifth or the tenth of their harvefts, and the
fiftieth or the hundredth parts of their effects, moveable
or immoveable ; or whether other calculations, more or
lefs fortunate, were made,—ftill there was a neceffity to
have a multiplicity of agents to colleét thefe different tri.
butes ; and, unfortunatcly for the ftate, thefe agents were
fought for in Italy, where the art of fqueczing the people
had already made an immenfe progrefs.

Thefe financiers, who were known by the name of
Lombards, gave early proofs of a genius fiitilc in fraudu.-
lent contrivances. Numberlefs and fruitlefs attempts were
made, at different times, to put a ftop to their infatiable
cupidity. No fooner was one abufe fupprefled, than it
was fuccteded by another of a different kind. If thefe in-
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famous plunderers were fometimes profecuted with rigour
by the hand of authority, they found an effectual fupport
from fome powerful perfons, whofe proteétion and in-
fluence they had purchafed. At length, however, their
enormities were carried to fuch a height, that no protec-
tion could fave them. The advances which thefe perni-
cious ftrangers had made to government and to indivi-
duals, were confifcated ; they were deprived of the im-
menfe treafures they had heaped up, and were banifthed
from the kingdom, into which they ought never to have
been admitted.  After their expulfion, the general affem-
bly of the ftates, which regulated the fubfidies, took upon
themfelves to colleét them ; and this arrangement conti-
nued till the time of Charles VII, who firlt ventured to
fettle a tax without the confent of the nation, and who
appropriated to himfelf the right of having all the impofts
colleéted by his own delegates.

Under the reign of Lewis XII the public revenue,
which had gradually increafed, amounted to feven millions
fix hundred and fifty thoufand livres [318,750l.] The.
marc of filver was then valued at eleven livres [gs. 2d.]
and the marc of gold at one hundred and thirty 5L 8s.
4d.] This fum anfwered to thirty-fix millions of our
livres [1,500,000l.] at this day.

At the death of Francis I, the treafury received fifteen
millions feven hundred and thirty thoufand livres
[655:416l. 135, 4d.] the marc of filver being then va-
lued at fifteen livres [125. 6d.] and the marc of gold at
one hundred and fixty-five [6l. 178, 6d.] this anfwered to
fifty-fix millions of our livres [2,333,333). 6s. 8d.] From
this fum, fixty thoufand four hundred and fixteen livres
three fols four deniers [2,5171, Gs. 84d.] were to be de-
duéted for the perpetual annuities created by that prince,
and which, at eight and a half per cent. anfwered to a ca-
pital of feven hundred and twenty-five thoufand livres
[30,208l. 6s. 8d.] This was an innovation ; not but
that fome of his predeceffors had been acquainted with
the fatal refource of loans; but this had been always
upon the fccurity of their agents, and the ftate had never
been concerned 1 them. .

A feries of civil wars, of aéts of fanaticilm, of depre-
dations, of crimes, and of anarchy, during a fpace of
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forty years, plunged the finances of the kingdom into a
ftate of diforder, from which none but a Sully could have
recovered them.  This economical, enlightened, virtuous,
indefatigable, and bold minifter, rcduced to the amount
of feven millions [291,666l. 13s. 4d.] of annuities, lef-
fened the taxes by three millions [ 125,000l.] and left the
ftate twenty-fix millione [1,083,333L 6s. 8d.] with the
burden only of fix millions twenty-five thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty-fix livres two fols fix deniers [about
251,069l 8s. §d.] in annuities; confequently, when
all charges were dedufted, twenty millions of livres
[833+333 6s. 8d.] entered the royal treafury; fifteen
millions tive hundred thoufand [645,833L 6s. 8d.] were
{ufficient for the public expences, and the favings amount-
ed to four millions five hundred thoufandlivres [ 187, gool.]
The value of filver was then twenty-two livres [18s, 4d.]
the mare.

The compelled retreat of this great man, after the tra-
gical end of the beft of kings, was a calamity which we
1till have caufe to regret. The court immediately indulg-
ed itfelf in profufions which were unparalleled in the mo-
narchy ; and the minifters afterwards formed enterprifes,
to which the powers of the nation were not adequate,
The treafury was again exhaufted by this double princi-
ple of unavoidable confufion. In 1661, the taxes amount-
ed to eighty-four millions two hundred and twenty.two
thoufand and ninety-fix livres [3,509,2541.] but the debts
abforbed fifty-two millions three hundred and feven.
ty-feven thoufand one hundred and feventy-two livres
[2,182,382]. 3s. 4d.] 'There remained, therefore, for
the public expences, no more than thirty-one millions
eight hundred and forty-four thoufand nine hundred and
twenty-four livres [1,326,871L 16s. 8d.] a fum evidently
inf{ufficient for the exigencies of the ftate. Such was the
fituation of the finances, when the adminiftration of them
was intrufted to Colbert.

This minifter, whofe name is become fo celebrated
among all nations, raifed, in 1683, which was the laft
year of his life, the revenues of the monarch whom he
ferved, to one hundred and fixteen millions eight hundred
and feventy-three thoufand four hundred and feventy-fix
livres [4,869,7281. 35, 4d.] The fum charged upon it
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did not exceed twenty-three millions three hundred and
feventy-five thoufand two hundred and feventy-four livres
{973,969l 15s.] fo that the {um of nincty-three millions
four hundred and ninety-eight thoufand two hundred and
two livres [3,895,758l. 8s. 4d.] was confequently poured
into the king’s coffers. The value of filver was then
twenty-eight livres ten fols ten deniers [1l. 3s. g3d.]
the marc., We have only to regret, that the tatal pro-
penfity of Lewis XIV for war, and his inordinate turn
for every kind of expence that was attended with parade
and magnificence, fhould have deprived the kingdom of
France of fome of the advantages fhe might have flattered
herfelf with from fo able an adminiftrator. i

After thé death of Colbert, the affairs were plunged
again into that chaos, from which his indutry and talents
had made them emerge, Though France appeared with
fome degree of outward fplendour, yet her internal decay
was daily increafing. Her finances, adminiftered without
order or principle, fell a prey to a multitude of contraét.
ors; who made themfelves neceffary even by their plun-
ders, and went fo far as to impofe terms to government,
Confufion, ufury, continual alterations of the coin, re-
du@ions of intereft, alienations of the domain and of the
taxes, engagements which it was impoffible to fulfil, crea-
tions of penlions and places, privileges and exemptions of
all kinds : thefe, and a variety of other evils, each more
ruinous than the other, were the deplorable and unavoid-
uble confequence of an almoft uninterrupted fucceffion of
vicious adminiftrations,

The lofs of credit foon became univerfal. Bankrupt-
cies were more frequent. Money grew {carce, and trade
was at a ftand. The confumption was lefs. The culture
of lands was mneglefted. Artifts went over to foreign
countrics. The common people had neither food nor
clothing. The nobility ferved in the army without pay,
and mortgaged their lands. All orders of men groaned
under the weight of taxes, and were in want of the necel-
faries of life. The royal effeéts had loft their value.
The contraéts upon the botel de wille fold but for half
their worth, and bills of an inferior kind loft infinitely
more. Lewis XIV, alittle before his death, was in great
want of eight millions 333,333 6s. 8d.] and was forced
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to give bonds for thirty.two millions [1,333,333). 6s. 84.]
which was borrowing at four hundred per cent.

No clamours were raifed againft fo enormous an ufury.
The revenue of the ftate amounted, it is true, to one
hundred and fifteen millions three hundred eighty-nine
thoufand and feventy-four livres [4,807,878l. 1s. 8d.]
but the fums charged upon it took away eighty-two mil-
liens eight hundred and fifty-nine thoufand five hundred
and four livres [3,452,4791. 6s. 8d.] fo that there remain-
ed, for the expences of government, no more than thirty-
two millions five hundred and twenty-nine thoufand five
hundred and feventy livres [1,35§,398L 152.] at thirty
livres ten fols fix deniers about [1l. §s. §d.] the marc.
All thefe funds were, moreover, anticipated for upwards
of three years,

Such was the confufion in the ftate of public affairs,
when, on the firft of September 1715, the duke of Or-
leans affumed the reins of government. The true friends
of this great prince were defirous that he fhould call to-
gether a general affembly of the ftates. This would have
been an infallible method of preferving, and even of ins
creafing, the public favour, already openly declared for
him. Whatever meafures might have been adopted by
the nation, to free itfelf from that critical fituation into
which it had been precipitated by the diffipations of the
preceding reign, no blame could have been imputed to
him. The duke of Orleans was ready to concur in this
expedient. Unfortunately, the perfidious confidants, who
had ufurped too much power over his mind, reprobated
a fcheme in which their private intereft could not fiud its
advantage ; and it was given up.

- At that time, fome great men, difguffed of the defpot-
ifm under which France was opprefled, and feeing no
probability of fhaking off the yoke, entertained an idea
of a complete bankruptcy, which they thought a proper
method of moderating the excefs of abfolute power.
The manner in which they conceived that it fhould be
brought about,- was fingular.

According to their {yftem, the crown is neither here-
ditary nor eleive. It is nothing more than a truft grant-
ed by the whole nation to one particular houfe, that it
may pals from one elder male to the next, as long as the
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family fhall exift. Upon this principle, a king of France
holds nothing fromthe perfon whom he fucceeds. He comes
to the throne in his turn, in virtue of the right which his
birth gives him, and not as the reprefentative of his fa-
ther. He cannot, therefore, be bound by the engage-
ments of his predeceflors. The primordial law which
gives him the fceptre, requires that the fubflitution fhould
be fimple, complete, and free from any obligation.

Thefe bold men were defirous that thefe maxims, which
appearcd to them incontrovertible, as well as the decifive
confequences they drew from them, fhould be confecrated
in the eyes of all Europe by a moft folem edi®. They
thought, that when thefe truths were made known, they
would prevent foreigners-and natives from lending their
capitals to a government which could give no folid fecu-
vity for the debt.  Confequently, the court would from
that time be reduced to live upon its own income. How-
ever confiderable this income might be, the neceffary con.
fequence of fuch an event would be, that fome limit
would be fet to the caprices-of the fovereigns ; that the
expenlive enterprifes of minifters would become of lefs
continuance and frequency ; and that the infatiable cupi~
dity of favourites and miftrefles mult in fome meafure be
reftrained.

Some politicans, without adopting a {yftem, which ap-
peared to them calculated to lead their princes to tyranny,
were of opinion, that the crown fhould be releafed of its
debts, in whatever mode they might have been contraéts
ed. They could not bear the diftrefling fight of an ami-
able people, exafperated by extortions of aﬁ kinds, which
they had been expofed to during a courfe of forty years;.
a people who were finking under the enormous weight of
their prefent mifery ; and who were in the utmoft defpair
at forefeeing that time, that great refource of the wretchs
ed, would bring no relief to their diftrefles, but would pro-
bably aggravate them. The creditors of the ftate, who
did not conflitute a thoufandth part of the citizens, who
were moft of them known. only by their depredations,
and the molt upright of whom acquired from the public
treafury the affluence they enjoyed, appeared objects lefs
interefting to thefe politicians. Iu the grievous neceflity
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of [acrificing one part of the nation to the other, it was
their opinion that the lenders thould be the vi€ims.

The regent, after fome deliberations, refufed to adopt
{o violent a meafure, which he thought would inevitabl
fix an indelible ftain upon his admimitration. He chol};
rather to inftitute a ftri€ inquiry into the public engage-
ments, than to fubmit to a difgraceful bankruptcy, the
publicity of which he thought might be avoided.

An office for the revifion of accounts, eftablifhed on
the 7th of December 1715, reduced fix hundred millions
[ 25,000,000l ] of ftock payable to bearer, to two hun-
dred and fifty millions [10,416,666l. 13s. 4d.] in go-
vernment bonds ; and yet the national debt, after this
operation, amounted ftill to two thoufand and fixty-two
millions on¢ hundred and thirty-cight thoufand and one
livres 85,822,416, 14s. 2d.]

This enormous debt fuggeited the idea of appointing,
in the mouth of March 1716, a bed of juftice, to call
thole to account who had been the authors of the public
calamities, or who had profited by them. This inquiry
ferved only to expefe to public view the incapacity of the
minifters who had been intrufted with the management of
the finances, the craft of the farmers of the revenue who
had fwallowed them up, and the balenefs of the courtiers,
who had fold their intereft to the firft bidder. By this
experiment, honeft minds were confirmed in the abhor-
rence they always had entertained for fuch a tribunal. It
degrades the dignity of the prince who fails to fulfil his
engagements, and expofes to the people, the vices of a
corrupt adminiltration. It is injurious to the rights of the
citizen, who is accountable for his aGions to none but the
law. It firikes terror into the rich, who are marked out
as delinquents, merely becaufe they are rich, be their for.
tunes well or ill gotten. It gives encouragement to in-
formers, who point out as fit objcéts for tyranny fuch as
it may be advantageous to ruin. It is compofed of un.
merciful leeches, who fee guilt wherever they fufpec there
is wealth, It fpares plunderers, who know how to fcreen
themfelves by a feafonable facrifice of part of their riches,
and fpoils honeft men who think themf{elves fecure in their
innocence. It facrifices the interefts of the weafury to the
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caprices of a few greedy, profligate, and extravagant fa*
vourites, i

All the {prings of the ftate were deftroyed, before this
refource, which bore evident marks of the paffions and
prejudice, had been experienced. The fituation of the
body politic became ftill more defperate, after this convul-
five effort. The members of the ftate loft the little they
had left of energy and life; fo that it became neceffary
to re-animate the corpfe. This refurreétion was not an
impoffible thing, becaufe there was a general difpofition
prevailing to make ufe of any remcdies that were propof-
¢d ; the difficulty was to propofe none but fuch as would
be effe@ual : the celebrated Law made the attempt.

Methods. contrived b Tuis Scotchman was one of
Law, to recover the thofe projectors, or ftate empirics,
finances of France. who are conftantly roaming about
Paritaken by the com-  the courts of Lurope, difplaying
pany n the execution their talents, and hurried on by a
of his projects. reftlefs difpofition. He was a deep

calculator; and at the fame time,
which appears rather inconfiftent, endowed with a moft
lively ang ardent imagination. Fis turn of mind and
chara&er proved agreeable to the regent, over whofe un-
derftanding he foon gained an influence. Law engaged
himfelf that he would re-eftablifh the finances of the king-
dom, and cafily prevailed upon that prince, who was a
man of diffipation and genius, to countenance a plan
which promifed him wealth and reputation, We fhall now
give an account of the feries and refult of his opera-
tions.

Firft, he was allowed, in the month of May 1716, to
eftablifh a bank at Paris, the capital of which was to con-
fift of fix millions of livres [250,000l.] to be formed by
twe}ive hundred fhares, of three thoufand livres [1251.]
cach.

This bank was not permitted te make any loan. It
was prolubited from entering into any kind of trade, and
its engagements were to be at fight.  Every native, and
every foreigner, might place their money 1 it; and it
engaged to make ail the payments, for the deduétion
of five fols [2%d.] upon every three theufand livres
[125L.] The bilis, which it gave out at a very mo-
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derate difcount, were paid in all the provinces by the
dire€tors of the mint, who were its agents, and who, on
their part, drew upon its treafury. Its paper was equally
received in all the principal places in Europe, at the ordi-
nary courfe of exchange, at the time it became due.

The fuccefs of this new eftablifiment confounded the
opponents of its founder, and, perhaps, went beyond his
own expefiations. ~ Its influence was felt even from the
firt. A rapid circulation of money, which had fo long
remained ina&ive, from the general miftruft that prevailed,
foon brought every thing into motion again. Agricul-
ture, manufa&ures, and the arts, were revived. All ar-
ticles of confumption refumed their former courfe. The
merchants, finding their bills of cxchange difcounted at
five per cent. and getting fecuritics for them which were
as good as fpecie, renewed their fpeculations, Ufury was
put a ftop to, becaufe perfons of property found them-
{elves compelled to lend their money at the fame intereft
as the bank did. When foreigners were able to rely upon
the nature of the payments they might have to make,
they made freth demands for productions, from the pur-
chafing of which they did not abftain without regret.
To the great aftonithment of all nations, the exchange
rofe to the advantage of France.

This was a confiderable ftep ; but it was not doing all
that was poffible or neceffary. In the month of March
1717, it was decreed, that the bills of the bank fhould
be received at all the offices in payment of the taxes, and
that they fhould be paid at fight, and without difcount,
by thofe who were entrufted with the management of the
public money. By this important regulation, the pro-
duce of the taxes was detained in the provinces, the ex-
pence attending the carriage of money was faved both
to the fovereigu and to the public, and the numerous as
well as ufelefs circulations it underwent, through the hands
of a multiplicity of agents, were avoided. This operation,
which carried the credit of the bank to the highett-pitch,
was equally ufeful to the government. The impofts were
now collected, not only without thofe alts of violence,
which for {o long a ume pait had raifed clamours againft
the adminittration and urged the people to a¢ts of defpe-
ration, but alfo the public revenucs were continually and
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apidly increafed, in a manner.wbich could not fail to
bring about a fortunate change 1n the fituation of govern-
ment, .
The unexpeéled appearance of fo many advantages,
made Law be confidered as a man of judgment, of exten-
five and elevated genius, who defpifed riches, and was am-
bitious of fame, and who wifhed to tranfinit his name to
poiterity by great a&ts. Thhe gratitude of the people rofe
fo high, that he was thought worthy of the moft honour-
able and public monuments, This bold and enterprifing
foreigner availed himlelf of a dilpofition fo favourable to
him, in haftening the execution of a proje& which had
for a long time engaged his attention. :

In the month of Auguit 1717, he obtained permiffion
to eftablith the Weftern company, the rights of which
were at firft confined to the exclufive trade of Louifiana,
" and of the beavers of Canada. The privileges formerly
granted for the trade to Africa, to the Ealt Indies, and
to China, were foon incorporated with thofe of the new
eltabliftment. Thefe companies, thus united, projeéted
the paying off of the national dcbt. In order to put themin
a condition to accomplifh {o great a defign, government
granted them the fale of tobacco, the coinage, the excifc
duties, and the farms general,

In order to hatten the revolution, Law obtained, on the
4th of December 1718, that the bank which he had elta-
blifhed two years before, and which, while its interefts
were diftin& from thofe of the Itate, had been of fo great
utility, fhould be ereted into a royal bank. Its bills
paffed as current coin between individuals, and they were
taken in payment at all the royal treafurics.

‘The firlt operations of the new fyltem gave univerfal fa-
tisfation. The fhares of the company, molt of them
bought with government bills, and which, upon an aver-
age, did not really coft five hundred livres [20l. 16s. 8d.]
rofe to the value of ten thoufund lives [416l. 13s. 4d.]
pdyable in bank bills. Such was the general infatuation,
that not only natives, but foreigners, and men of the beft
underftanding, fold their ftock, their lands, and their
jewels, in order to play at this extraordinary game. Gold
and filver were in no kind of eftimation ; nothing but pa-
per currency was fought after.
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It was not, perhaps, impoflible, but that this cnthufi
afm might have been kept up for a fufficient length of
time, to have been productive of fome advantage, if Law’s
views had been implicitly followed. This calculator, not.
withftanding the boldnefs of his principles, was defirous of
limiting the number of fhares, although he never could
have been compelled to reimburfe them. But he was
more particularly determined not to diftribute bank bills
to the amount of more than ten or twelve hundred millions
of livres [from 41,666,666, 13s. 4d. to 50,000,000l ]
This was {uppofed to be the value of the fpecie circulat-
ing in the kingdom j and he flattered bimfelf, that by
thefe operations, he fhould colleét in the king’s coffers a
fufficient quantity of it, to enable him to pay off any per-
fons who might be defirous of changing their paper cur-
rency into money. A plan which in itfelf was fo little
likely to fucceed, was ftill further difconcerted by the
conduét of the regent.

This prince had received from nature a quick and pe-
netrating {pirit, an uncommon fhare of memory, and a
found underftanding. He acquired by ftudy a manly de-
gree of eloquence, an exquifite difcernment, a tafte for
the fine arts, and a proficiency in them. In war, he dif-
played much valour ; and in the management of civil af-
fairs, great dexterity and franknefs. His charaéter, and
the circumftances of the times, contributed to place him
in fome delicate fituations, by which he gained a complete
knowledge of mankind, and an early experience. The
kind of difgrace in which he had lived for a long time,
had given him focial manners, fo that he was eafy of ac-
cefs 3 and in any intercourfe with him, no man had reafon
to fear the being treated with ill humour or with haugh.-
tinefs. His converf{ation was infinuating, and his manners
perfe@ly graceful. He was of a benevolent difpafition,
or at leaft affumed the appearance of it.

Thefe amiable and eftimable qualities did not produce
the great effeits that were expected from them. The
want of firmnefs in Philip rendered all thefe advantages
ufelefs to the nation. He had never ftrength of mind fuf-
ficient to refufe any thing to his friends, to his enemies,
to his miftrefles, and efpecially to his favourite Dubois,
the moft corrupt and profligate of men. 'This inability
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of refufing manifefted itfel@iparticularifat the time of the
fyftem. %n order to glut the cupidity of all thofe who
bad the impudence to fay, or to think that they were
ufeful, he created fix hundred and twenty-four thoufand
fhares, the value of which rofe to ahove fix thoufand mil-
lions of livres, [250,000,000l.] and gave out bank bills to
to the amount of 2696,400,000 livres [ 112,350,000l.]

A difproportion {o enormous, between the paper cur-
rency and the coin, might poffibly have been fupported in
a free nation, where it had been brought on by degrecs.
The citizens, accuftomed to confider the nation as a per-
manent and independent body, truft to its fecurity, the
more readily, as they are feldom thoroughly acquainted
with its powers, and have a good opinion of its equity,
founded on experience. Upon the ftrength of this fa-
vourable prejudice, credit is often ftretched in thofe ftates
beyond the real refources and fecurities of the nation.
‘This is not the cafe in abfolute monarchies, efpecially fuch
as have often broken their engagements. If in times of

ublic infatuation an implicit confidence be fhewn, it
13 but for a little while. Their infolvency becomes evi-
dent. The honefty of the monarch, the mortgage, the
ftock, every thing appears imaginary. The creditor,
recovered from his delirium, demands his money, with
a degree of impatience proportionable to his uneali-’
nefs. The hiftory of the fyftem corroborates this
truth. .

The defire of putting off thofe, who, firft recovered from
the general phrenzy, were wifhing to convert their paper
into money, made it neceflary to have recourfe to expe-
dients, fuch as could only have been fuggefted by the
moft inveterate oppofer of the {fyflem. Gold was prohi.
bited in trade. All the citizens were forbidden to keep
by them more than five hundred livres [2zol. 16s, 8d.7 in
fpecie.  Several fucceflive diminutions in the value of the
coin were declared by edi@. Thefe tyrannical proceed-
ings not only put a ftop to the demands, but likewile
reduced fome timid perfons to the cruel neceflity of throw-
ing more ftock into the bank. But this temporary fuc-
cefs-did not even conccal the precipice that had been fo
imprudently opened.

In order to prop up an edifice which was tumbling to
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pieces on all id6%" it was #doreed, that the flandard for
the coin fhould be railed to eighty-two livres ten fols
[2l. 8s. 9d.] the marc; that the bank bills thould be re=~
duced to half of their value, and the fhares to five-ninths.
This mode of reducing the difproportion between the pa-
per currency and the coin, was, perhaps, the leaft unrea-
fonable that could have been adopted in the defperate fi-
tuation of affairs at that time; it completed, however, the
general confufion.  T'he confternation became univerfal = .
every man thought he had loft the half of his fortune,
and haftened to call in the remainder.  The coffers were
emoty, and the {lock-holders found they had been delud-
ed by mere chimeras. Then it was that Law difappeared,
and with him the expe€tation, abfurdly entertained, of ob-
taining the reftoration of the public finances, through his
means. LEvery thing fell into confufion.

dt did not feem poflible to clear up this chaos. In or-
der to attempt it, on the 26th of January 1721, an office
was created, into which the life annuities, and perpetual
annuities, the fhares, the bank bills, in a word, all papers
bearing the mark of the ruyal authority of whatever kind,
were to be depofited in the courfe of two months, and their
validity was afterwards to be difcufled.

It was found by this examination, fo celebrated under
the title of Fifa, that bank bills had been circulated to
the amohint of 2696,400,000 livres [ 112,350,000L7 The
value of 707,327,460 livres [29,471,9771. 1¢s.] of thefe
was burnt, and not reckoned in the liquidation. The
ftock-holderswere condemnedtoareftitutionof 187.893,661
livres [7,808,912l. 10s. 10d.] and other modes werc con-
trived to diminifh the national debt. The political ma-
chine began now to refume its motions; but they were
neither eafy, nor even regular.

In whatever manner the finances of the kingdom were
afterwards adminiftered, they were never adequate to the
expences. This is a diftrefling fa&, the demonftration
of which we have before our eyes. In vain were
taxes multiplied ; wants, fancies, and depredations, ‘were
ftill increafed beyond them; and the treafury became
more and more in debt. At the death of Lewis
XV the public revenues ‘rofe to 375,331,874 livres

15,638,828L 1s. 8d.] But the engagemcnts, notwith-
Vol. 11, D
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ftanding the multitude of bankruptcies that had been mades
amounted to 190,858,531 livres [7,952,438l. 15s. 10d.]
There remained, therefore, no more than 184,473,343
livres [7,686,389l. 5s. 10d.] the expences of the ftate
required 210,000,c00 livres [8,75¢,000l, confequently
there was a deficiency of 25,526,657 livres [1,063,610l.
138, 4d.] in the trealury.

The public fuppofe, that a better ufe will be made of
the revenue under the prefent rcign, "I heir expectations
are founded upon the love of o1der, the countempt of pomp,
the {pirit of juftice, and thofe other plain and modelt vir-
tués, which feemed to crowd about the throne when
Lewis XVTI afcended ir.

Young prince ! thou who halft been able to preferve an
abhorrence of vice and diffipation in the midfl of the mott
diffolute of courts, and under the weakeft of preceptors,
condefcend to hear me with indulgence, becaufe I am an
honeft man, and one of tuy beft {ubjects; becaufe 1 have
no pretenfions to thy favour, and that every morning and
evening 1lift up my hands to heaven, praying for the geod
of mankind, and for the profperity and glory of thy
reign. The bolduefs with which I fhall venture to tell
thee truths that thy predeceflor never heard from the
mouths of his flatterers, and which thou wilt not be more
likely to hear from thofe who approach thee, is the befl
enlogium I can make of thy charaller.

Thou reignelt over the fineft c¢mpire in the univerfe.
Notwith{tanding the decline into which it has fallen, there
is no place upon the earth where the arts and {ciences {uf-
tain themfelves with fo much luftre, The neighbouring
nations are in want of thy affiftance, while thou canit
maintain thyfelf without theirs.” If thy provinces were to
enjoy all the fertility of which they are fufceptible ; if thy
troops; without being much more numcrous, were as well
difciplined as they could be; if thy revenues, without
being increafed, were more faithfully adminiftered; if a
fpirit of economy direfted the expences of thy minifters,
and of thy palace; if thy debts were paid off: what power
on earth would be fo formidable as thine ?

Say, where is the monarch who rules over fubjeéls
fo patient, fo faithful, and fo affeGtionate ? Is therd a peo-
ple more frank, morc adtive, or more induftrious? Has
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not all Europe derived from them that focial fpirit which
{o happily diltinguifhes the prefent period from all preced-
ing ages? Have not ftatefmen of all countries pronoun-
ced thy empire to be inexhauftable? Thou thyfelf wilt
even be fenfible of the whole extent of thefe refources, if
thou fayeft to thyfelf without delay s« I am young, but
« my only with is to do good. Firmnefs gets the bet-
« ter of all obftacles, Let me only be prefented with a
< true picture of my fituation : whatever it may be, I fhall
¢ not be alarmed.” Prince, thou haft commanded,
and T haften to obey. 1f, while I am fpeaking, one
tear does but fteal from thinc eyes, our prefervation is at
hand.

a\’Vhen an unexpefted event placed the fceptre in thine
unexperienced hands, the French navy for one inoment,
one fingle awful moment, had ceafed to exift. Weaknefs,
diforder, and corruption, had replunged it into that ftate
of annihilation, from which it had emerged at the moft
brilliant era of the monarchy. It had neither been able
to defend our diftant pofleflions, nor to preferve our
coafts from invafion and plunder. In all the regions of
the globe, our feamen and our merchants were expofed to
ruinous oppreflions, and to mortifications infinitely more
intolerable.

The forces and treafure of the nation had been lavith-
ed for interelts, forcign, and perhaps repugnant to our
own. Dut what is gold, or what is blood, in comparifon
of honour ? Our arms, formerly fo much dreaded, infpired
no more any kind of terror. We were fcarce allowed to
have courage.

Our ambaffadors, who for fo long a time had appeared
in foreign courts lefs to negociate, than to mmanifeft the
iutentions, I had almoft faid the will of their mafters ; our
. ambaffadors were now defpifed. The moft important

tranfaétions were concluded without any communication
with them. Powers in alliance with us, divided empires
amongft themfelves without our knowledge. Was it po-
fible to declare in a more infulting, and lefs equivocal
manner, the little weight we were confidered to have in
the general balance of the political affairs of Europe ?
- What was become of the dignity and refpe& of the French
name ? ‘

D:
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Such is, young fovereign thy fituation, without the
limits of thine empire. Thou doft caft down thine eyes,
and dareft not look at it. The internal view of thy
kix}tgdom will not afford thee a more comfortable prof-
pedt.

In proof of this, I call to witnefs that fucceflion of
bankruptcies ‘which have happened from year to year,
trom month to month, under the reign of thy predeceflor,
Thus it is, that the utmoft degrec of indigence hath infen-
fibly been brought on a multitude of fubjeéts, who had
incurred no other reproach, than that of having indifcreet-
ly trufted their fortune to their fovereigns, and of having
overrated the eftimation of their facred promife. We
fhould be afhamed of a breach of faith, even with an ene-
my ; and kings, the fathers of their country, are not
athamed to break their words in this cruel and bafe man-
ner- with their children ! Abominable proftitution of their
oaths. It might {till be fome kind of confolation to thefe
unfortunate perfons if they had fallen vi€lims to the ne-
ceflity of cirrumilances, or to the urgency of the public
wants, which are ever renewed : but thele acts of “perfi-
dy have been executed after years of a long peace, with-
out their appearing any other motive for them, than the
abandoning of the plunder of the public finances, to a
multitude of perfons as vile as they were rapacious.
Behold the chain of them, defcencing from the upper
fteps of the throne, and extending from thence to the
loweft ranks of focicty. Behold what is the confequence,
when the monarch feparates his interefls from thofe of
his people. .

Caft thine eyes upon the capital of thine empire, and
thou wilt find in it two orders of citizens. The firlt,
gorged with riches, difplay a luxury which raifes the in-
dignation of thofe whom it does not feduce ; the others
are opprelled with indigence, which they increafe by al-
fuming the appearance of affluence that does not belong
to them : for fuch is the power of gold, when it is be-
come the idol of a nation, that is a fubftitute for every ta-
lent and for every virtue; infomuch that a man muft
cither have riches, or make it be thought that he has.
Among this heap of diffolute men, thou wilt fee fome la-
borious, honeft, economical, and induftiious citizens,
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half, profcribed by the erroncous laws, which the fpiritg
intoleration hath di€tated, deprived of all public funétion
and always ready to quit their country, becaufe they are
not allowed to take root by the acquifition of property
in a ftate where they cxift, without civil honour, and with-
out fecurity.

‘[urn thy view towards the provinces, where every {pg-
cies of induftry is upon the decline. Thou wilt fee them
iinkirg under the load of taxes, and under the opprefli-
ons, as diverfified as they are cruel, of the numberlefs fa-
tellites attending on the contractors.

After this, take a review of the country, and beheld
if thou canft, with an unweeping eye, the man who en-
riches us condemned to perith with mifery ; the unfortu.
nate farmer, who fcarce retains from the lands that he has
cultivated a fufficient quantity of ftraw to cover his hut
and make himfelf a bed. Behold the protefted extortion-
er, roaming about his poor habitation, in hopes of finding,
in the appearance of fomelittle improvement in his wretch-
ed fituation, the pretence of redoubling his extortions.
Behold multitudes of men who have no pofleffions, quit-
ting from the earlielt dawn, theirdwelling, with their wives,
their children, and their cattle, in order to proceed with-
out wages, and without food, to the making of roads, the
advantage of which is entirely on thofe who eugrofs all pof-
feffions.

I perceive that thy feeling heart is- overwhelmed with
grief; and thou doeft afk with a figh, what is the reme-
dy to fuch a variety of evils? Thou fhalt be told it ; thou
fhall tell it to thyl}élf. But thou muft firlt be informed
that the monarch, who hath none but pacific virtues, may
fecure the affeCtion of his fubjects ; and that there is no-
thing, except fortitnde, which can make him refpected by
his neighbours ; thou muft be informed, that kings have
no relations, and that family compaés laft no longer than
the contradting parties find theit intereft in them ; that
there is ftill lefs confidence to be repofed in thy alliande
with an artful houfe, which requiresa {trit obfervation
of the treaties made with it, without ever being at a lofs
for a pretence to elude the conditions of them, when they
ftand in the way of its own aggrandizement ; thon muit
be informed, that a king, the only man who knows not

3
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whether he has a true friend near him, cannot poffibly
have one out of his dominions, and muft therefore rely cn-
ly upon himfelf ; thatan empire can no more fubfift with.
out morals, and without virtue, than a private family;
that it haftens on in the fame manner to its ruin by diffi-
pation, and is equally unable of recovering itfelf without
economy ; thou muft ke informed, that pomp adds no-
thing to the majefty of the throne ; that one of thy an-
ceftors never appeared more grgat than when attended by
a few guards, which he had even no occafion for, more
plainly clothed than any one of his fubjeéts, and with his
back refting againft an oak, he heard all complaints that
were addrefled to him, and determined every difpute ; thou
muft be informed, in a word, that thy kingdom will re-
cover from the abyfs digged by thy predeceffors, if thou
wilt take upon thyfelf to regulate thy condu, upon the
model of that of a rich individual, loaded with debt, and
yet honeft enough to be defirous of anfwering the incon-
tiderate engagements of his anceftors, and juit enough to
rejeét, with indignation, every tyrannical proceeding that
might be fuggeited to him.

Afk thyfcl%in the courfe of the day, during the night,
in the midft of the tumult of thy court, in the retirement
of thy clofet, when thou doft refle&t ; and in what mo-
ment oughteft thou not to refle® upon the happinefs of
twenty-two millions of people whom thou cheritheft, who
have an atfeGtion for thee, and who anticipate by their
wilhes, the time when they may adore thee: afk thyfelf I
fay, whether thy intention be to perpetuate the abfurd
profufion of thy palace ?

Whether thou wilt keep that multitude of high and
fubaltern officers who devour thee.

‘Whether thou will continue the expenfive maintenance
of that number of ufelefs caftles, with the enormous fala-
ries granted to thofe who govern them.

Whether thou wilt ftill double and treble the expen-
ces of thy houfehold, by journies as coftly as they are
ufelefs.

Whether thou wilt diffipate in fcandalous feftivals the
fubfiftence of thy people.

Whether thou wilt allow that tables of a ruinous game,
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the fource of debafement and corruption, thould be fixed
under thy own infpeion. :

Whether thou wilt {uffer thy treafury to be exhaufted,
in order to keep up the pomp of thy relations, and to
maintain them in a Rate, the magnificence of which fhall be
emulous of thine own,

Whether thou wilt fuffer, that the example of a treacha
erous luxury fhould diforder the fenfes of our women, and
drive their hufbands to defpair.

Whether thou wilt facrifice every dagfor the feed of
thy horfes, a quantity of fubfiltence, fufficient to nourith
feveral thoufands of thy [ubjeéts, who are perifhing with
hunger and mifery. :

hether thou wilt (till grant to certain members of the
ftate, alrcady too amply gratified, and to fome military
men, already enjoying a confiderable ftipend during a .
long feries of years pufled in idlenefs, fums of an extra.
ordinary magnitude, for operations which it is their du-
ty to Eerform, and which in every other government, ex.
cept thine, they would be obliged to execute at their own
expence. .

Whether thou wilt perfitt in the fruitlefs poffeffion of
immenfe domains which yield thee nothing, and the aliena-
tion of which, while it might ferve to difcharge part of
thy debt, would increafe bath thine own income and the
riches of the nation. The man to whom every thing be.
longs as fovereign, ought not to poflefs any thing as a
private man,

Whether wilt thou give way to the infatiable avidity of
thy courtiers, and of the courtiers of thy relations.

Whether thou wilt permit that the nobles, the magif-
trates, and all powcrfuf and prote€ted perfons in thy king-
dom, fhould continue to caft off from their own fhoulders
the burden of the taxes, in order to make it fall with
greater weight upon the people. A fpecies of extortion
againft which the groans of the opprefied, and the re-
monitrances of enhightened men, have fo long and fo un.
availingly been uttered.

Whether-thou wilt confirm to a body of men, who are
in poffeffiou of a fourth part of the riches of the kingdom,
the abfurd privilege of taxing themfelves at difcretion,
and under the title of gratuitous offerings, which they are

Dy
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not athamed to give to their fubfidies, to fignify to thee
that they owe théé nothing ; that they are not the lefs en-
titled to thy protefion, and to all the advantages of fo- _
ciety, without taking upon themfelves any of the duties of
it, and that thou halt no right to any return of gratitude
from them,

When to thefe feveral queftions thon haft of " thyfelf
given thole juft and fincere anfwers which thy feeling and
royal heart fhall diGtate, let thy alions correfpond with
them. Be firm. Suffer not thyfelf to be fhaken by any
of thofe reprefentations which duplicity or perfonal inte-
relt may fuggeft to reftrain thee, perhaps even to infpire
thee with terror ; and be aflured that thou wilt foon be
the moft revered, and the molt formidable potentate of the
carth. :

Yes, Lewis XV, fuch is the fortune that awaits thee ;
and it i3 in the confidence that thou wilt attain to it, that
I 5] remain attached to life. 1 have but one word more
to [ay to thee, but that is of importance. It is, that thou
fhouldft confider as the moit dangerous impoftors, as the
moft inveteratc enemy of our happinefs and of thy glory,
the impudent flatterer, who fhall not hefitate to lull thee
into a ftate of fatal tranquillity ; either by reprefenting to
thee in a fainter light, the diftrefsful piGure of thy fitua-
tion ; or by exaggerating the impropriety, the danger,
and the difficulty, of employing the refources that may
occur to thy mind.

Thou wilt hear it whifpered around thee: ¢ Thefe
* things cannot he done; and even if they could, they
¢ are innovations.”” Innovations let them be. But all
the difcoveries that have been made in the arts and fci-
cnces, have they not been equally fo ? Is then the art of
good government the only one that cannot be improved ?
Or,.are we to reckou as innovations, the general aflem-
bly of a great nation: the reltoration of primitive liber-
1y, and the refpe@able exertion of the firft aéls of natural
juttice ?

Situation of the A the fall of the fyltem, the govern-
India company  ment gave up to the India company the
at the fall of  monopoly of tobacco, in dilcharge of
the fuffem. the ninety millions of livres [ 3,700,000l



Bosk 77.  IN'THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.-. ST

they had lent. It alfo granted them ghe exclufive privi-
lege of all the lotteries in the kingdom, and allowed them
to gonvert into life annuities and tontines part of their
fhares. There remained only to the number fifty'fix
thoufand of thefe, which, by fubfequent events were re-
duced to fifty thoufard two hundred fixty-eight and four-
tenths. Unfortunately, this fociety preferved’ the privi-
leges of the feveral companies out of which it had been
formed ; and this prerogative added neither to its wifdom
nor power ; it confined the negro trade, and ftopped the
progrefs of the fugar colonies. Moft of its privileges ferv-
ed only to authorife odious monopolies. The moft fer-
tile regions upon earth, when occupied by the company,
were neither peopled nor eultivated. The {pirit of finance,
which reftrains purfuits as much as the commercial {pirit
enlarges them, became, and has ever fince continued, the
fpirit of the company. The dire&tors thought only of
turning to their own advantage the rights ceded to the
compauy in Afia, Africa, and America. It became a fo-
ciety of contra&ors, rather than that of merchants. No-
thing could poflibly be faid in praife of their adminiftra.
tion, had they not been fo honeft as pay off the debts ac-
cumulated in India for a century pa{r\); and taken care to
{ecure Pondicherry againft any invafion, by furrounding
it with walls. T'heir trade was but trifling and precari-
ous, till Orry was appointed to fuperintend the finances.
of the nation.

TuaT upright and difinterefled minifter  Great fuceefs of
fullied his virtues by a harlhnefs of tem- 1he company.
per, which he apologized for in a man- ,
ner not much to the credit of the nation. One day when
a friend was rcproaching him with the roughnefs of his
manners, he anfwered, ¢ how can I behave otherwife ?
¢ Out of a hundred people I fee in a day, fifty take me
‘¢ ‘me for a focl, and fifty for a knave.” ~He had a bro-
ther named Fulvy, who was lefs rigid in his principles,
but had more affability and a greater fhare of capacity.
He intrufted him with the concerns of the compan},
which could not but flourith under fuch a dire@ion.

Notwithftanding the former prejudices and thofe which
ftill prevailed 3 notwithftanding the abhorrence the public

D
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had for any remains of Law’s fyllem; notwithftandin
the anthority of the forbonne, which had decided that
the dividend upen the fhares came under the denomination
of ufury; votwithftanding the blindnefs of a nation, cre-
dulous ¢nough not to be thocked at (o abfurd a decifion ;
vet {till the two brethers found means to convince cardi-
aal Ileury, that it was proper to fupport the India com-
pany in an effectual manner. They even prevailed upon
that minifter, mere fkilful in the art of managing riches,
than iy-ghat of increafing them, to lavifh the king’s favours
upon this eftablithment.  I'he cdre of {uperintending its
trade, and of enlarging its powers, was afterwards com-
mitted to feveral perfons of known abilities.

Dumas was feat to Pondicherry. He foon obtained
leave of the court of Delhi to coin maoney ; which privi-
lege was worth four or five hundred thoufand livres [from
16,6661 13s. 4d. to 20,8331 6s. 81.] a year. He ob.
tained a cefiion of the territory of Karical, which intitled
him to a confiderable fhare in the trade of- Tanjour. Some
time after, a hundred thoufand Marattas invaded the De-
can. 'They attacked the nabob of Arcot, who wasvan-
quifhed and flain. His family, and feveral of his fubjeéts,
took refuge in Pondicherry. They were received with alt
the kindnefs due to allies in diftrefs. Ragogi Bouflola,
the general of the vitorious army, demanded, that they
fhould be delivered up to him ; and further required the
payment of 1,2c0,000 livres [50,c00l.] in virtue of a
tribute, which he pretended the French L-d formerly fub-
mitted to.

Dumas made anfwer, that fo long as the moguls had
been mafters of that country, they had always treat:d the
French with the refpect due to one of the moft illuftrious
nations in the world, which, in her turn, took a pride in
protecting her benefaltors j that it was contrary to the
eharacter of that magnanimous nation to deliver up a num-
ber of women and children, and of unfortunate and de-
fenéelefs men, to fec them put to death ; that the fugi-
tives then in the town were under the proteftion of his
king, who efteemed it his higheft honour to be the pro.
tector of the diftrefled ; that every Frenchman in Pondi-
cherry would cheerfu!ly die in thenr defence ; and that his
own ?i’fe was forfeited, if his fovereign were to knox that
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he had fo much as liftened to the mention of a tribute. He
added, that he was ready to defend the place to the laft
extremity 3 and if he fhould be overpowered, he would
get on-board his fhips, and return to Europe: that Ra.
gogi might confider whether he chole to expofe his army
to utter deftrution, when the greateft advantage that
could be obtained by it was to take poffeflion of a heap of
ruins,

The Indians had not been accuftomed to hear the
French talk with fo much dignity. This-boldnefs ftag-

ered the general of the Marattas ; and, after fome nego-
ciations fkilfully carried on, he determined to grant peace
to Pondicherry.

Whilt Dumas was procuring wealth and refpeét to the
company, the government fent La Bourdonnais to the ifle
of France..

The Portuguefe, at the time of their firft voyages to
India, had di(gcovered to the eaft of Madagafcar, between
the 1gth and 2oth degrees of latitude, three éﬂands, to
which they gave the names of Mafcarenhas, Cerne, and
Rodrigue.” There they found neither men nor qnadru-
pedes, “and attempted no fettlement upon either of the
iflands. The moit weftern of them, whigh had been called
Mafcarenhas, had for its firlt inhabitants, about the year
1660, feven or eight hundred Fréenchmen. Five yearsafter
this, they were joined by two-and-twenty of their coun-
trynen. Their number was foon further increafed by the
calamity which deitroyed the colony of Madagafcar. The
breeding of cattle was the firlt refonrce of thefe adventur-
ers, tranfplanted under a new tky. They afterwards cvl-
tivated Luropean corn, Afiatic and African fruits, and
fome vegetables fit for that mild climate. The health,
plenty, and freedom they enjoyed, induced feveral navie
gators, who came there for retrethments and fubfiftence,
to fettle among them. Induftry was extended with popu-
lation. In 1718, the difcovery of a few wild coffee-trees
fuggetted the idea of tranfplanting fome coffee-trees from
Arabia, which throve extremely wdll. The culture of
this precious tree, and other laborious employments, were
petformed by flaves from the coaft *of Afiica, or from
Madagafcar. Then the ifland, which had’ changed its
uame from Mafcarenhas to the ifle of Bogrbon, became an:

D .
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important ob;& to the company. There was, unfortu-
nately, no harbour in the colony.

This inconvenience turned the views of the French mi-
nifter at Verfailles towards the iftand of Cerne, where the
Portugucle had, as ufual, left fome quadrupeds and fowls
for the benefit of fuch of their fhips as neceffity fhould
oblige to touch there.  'The Dutch, who afterwards took
pofleflion of it, forfook it in 1712, from an apprehenfion
of multiplying their fettlements too much. The ifland
was uninhabited when the French landed there in 1720,
and changed its name from Mauritius to the ifte of france,
which it ttill bears. .

Its firlt inhabitauts came over from Bourbon, and were
forgotten for fifteen years. They only formed, as it were,
a corps de ggrdc, with orders to hang out a French flag,
to inform all nations that the ifland had a mafter. The
company, long undetermined, decided at laft for keeping
it; and in 1735, La Bourdonnais was commiflioned to
tmprove it. '

T'his man, who has fince been fo famous, was born at
St. Malo, and had been at fca from the age of ten years ;
no fost of confideration had been able to interrupt his voy-
ages, in every one of which he had fignalized himfelf by
fome remarkable adtion. The Arabs and Portuguefe,
who were preparing to maffacre one another in the road
of Mocha, had been reconciled through his mediation,
and he had difplayed his valour in the war at Mahe. He
was the fifft Frenchman who ever thought of fending

med yeflels into the Indian feas. He was known to be
equally fkilful in the art of fhip-building, as in that of na-
vigating and defending a fhip. Iis fchemes bore the
mark of genius; nor were his views contracted by the
clofe attention he paid to all the minute details of what-
ever he undertook. His mind was never alarmed with the
appearance of difficulties, and he poffeffed the rare talent
of infpiring the men under his command with the fame
elevation of fpirit. His enemies have reproached him
with an immoderate paffion for riches ; and 1t muft be ac-
knowledged he was not fcrupulous in the means of ac-
quiring t%lem.

He was no fooner arrived at the ifle of France, than
he made it his bufinefs to acquire every idformation he
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could coucerning it, in which he was much affifted by his
fortunate fegacity and his indefatigable afivity, Ina
little time he endeavoured to inftil a fpirit of emulation
into the firft colonifts on the ifland, who werc entirely dif-
couraged at the negle€t with which they had been treated,
and attempted to reduce to a ftri& fubordination the va-
grants latcly arrived from the mother-country. He made
them caltivate rice and wheat, for the fubfitence of the
LEuropeans, and caflava, which he had brought from Bra-
zil, for the {laves. They were to be furnifhed from Ma-
dagafcar with meat for the daily confumption of the inha-
bitants and of feafaring men, till the cattle they had pro-
cured from thence fhould multiply fo confiderably, as to
prevent the neceflity of importing any more. A poft
which he had eftablifhed on the little ifland of Rodrigue,
abundantly fupplied the fick with turtle. Here fhips go-
g to India {oon found all the refrefhments and conveni-
ences they wanted after a tedious paffage. 'Three fhips,
one of which carried five hundred tons burden, were
equipped and fent from the docks he had conftruéted. , If
the founder had not the fatisfaction of bringing the co-
lony to the utmoft degree of profperity it was capable of,
at leaft he had the credit of having difcovered what de=
gree of importance it might acquire in able hands.

Thefe improvements, however, though they feemed to
be owing to inchantment, did not mect with the appro-
bation OF thofe who were principally concerned in them,
and La Bourdonnais was compelled to juflify himfelf.
One of the direGors was afking him one day how it hap-
pened that he had conduéied the affairs of the company {o
ill, while he had taken fo much care of his own ? ¢ Be-
“ caufe,” faid he, ¢ I have managed mine according
“ to my own judgment, and that of the company ac.
¢ cording to your direétions.””

Great men have been in all parts more ufeful to the
public than large colle@ive bodies.  Nations and focieties
are but the inftruments of men of genius; thefe have
been the real founders of ftates and colonies. Spaiu,
Portugal, Holland, and England, owe their foreign con-
quefts and fettlements to able warriors, experienced fea-
men, and-legiflators of fuperior talents. France efpecially
is more indebted to fome fortunate individuals for the
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glory fhe has acquired, than to the form of her govern-
ment. One of thefe {uperior men had juft cftablithed the
power of France over two important iflands in Africa ;
another, ftill more extraordinary, added fplendour to the
French name in Afia; this was Dupleix. '

He was firft fent to the banks of the Ganges, where he
fuperintended the colony of Chandernagore. I'hat fet-
tlement, though formed in a part of the globe the beft
adapted for great commercial undcrtakings, bad been in a
languid ftate, till he took the management of it, The
company had not been able to fend any conliderable funds
to it ; and the agents, who went over there without any
property of their own, had not been able to avail them-
felves of the liberty that was allowed them of advancing
their own private affairs.  The a&livity of the new gover-
nor, who brought an ample fortune, the reward of ten
years fuccelsful labours, foon fpread throughout the co-
lony., In a country abounding with money they foon
found credit, when once they fhewed themfelves deferv-
ing of it. In a thort time, Chandcrnagore excited the
admiration of its neighbours, and the envy of its rivals.
Dupleix, who had engaged the relt of the French in his
vaflt fpeculations, opened frefh fources of commerce
throughout the mogul’s dominions, and as far as Thibct.
Ou his arrival he had not found a fingle floop, and he fit-
ted out fifteen armed veflels at once.  Thefe fhips carried
on trade from one part of India to another. Some he
fent to the Red fea, to the gulf of Perfia, to Surat, to
Goa, to the Maldives and Manilla iflands, and to all the
feas where there was a poflibility of trading to advau-
tage.

Dupleix_had for twelve years fupported the honour of
the French name on the Ganges, and increafed the reve-
nue of the public, as well as the private fortunes of indi-
viduals, when he was called to Pondigherry, to take upon
him the general fuperintendency of all the company’s af-
fairs in India. They were then in a more flourifhing con-
dition than they had ever yet been, or have ever been
fince; as the returns of that year amounted to twenty-
four millions [1,000,000l.7 Had they been ftill cor-
duéted with prudeace, and had more confidence been pla-
ced in two fuch men as Dupleix and La Bourdonnais, it
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is probable that fuch a power would have been eftablithed
as would not have been eafily defiroyed.

La Bourdonnais faw an approaching rupture with Eng-
land ; and propofed a fcheme which would have fecured

- to the French the fovereignty of the feas in Afia, during
the whole courfe of the war. Convinced, that which-
ever nation fhould firft take up arms in India, would have
a manifcft advantage over the other, he defired to be fur-
nifhed with a {quadron, with which he intended to. fail to
the ifle of France, and there wait till hoﬂilitics.began.
He was then to fct out from that ifland, in order to go
and cruize in the firaits of Sunda, through which moft
of the fhips pafs that are going to, or coming from, China.
There he would have intercepted all the Inglifh thips, and
faved thofe of the French. He.would have even taken
the fmall fquadron which England fent into thofe lati-
tudes ; and, having thus made himfelf mafter of the In-
dian feas, would have ruined all the Englifh fettlements
in thofe parts.

The miniftry approved of this plan, and granted him
five men of war, with which he put to fea.

He had fcarcely fet fail, when the dire€ors, equally of-
fended at their being kept in the dark with regard to the
dettination of the fquadron, and at the expences it had oc-
cafioned them, and jealous of the advantage this appoint-
meat would give to a man who, in their opinion, was al-
ready too independent, exclaimed againft this armament
as they had done before, and declared it to be ufelefs.
They were, or pretended to be, fo fully convinced of the
ncutrality that would be obferved in India between the
two companies, that they perfuaded the minifter into that
opinion, when La Bourdonnais was no longer prefent to
animate him and guide his inexperience.

The court of Verfailles was not aware, that a power,
fupported ch"ﬂy by trade, would not eafily be induced
to leave them m quiet poffeflion of the Indian ocean ; and
that, if fhe either made or liftened to any propofals of
neutrality, it muft be only to gain time. It was not aware
that, even fuppofing fuch an agreement was made bona

fid? on both fides, a thoufand unforefeen events might in=
terrupt it. It was not aware, that the objeét propofed
could never be fully anfwered, becaufe the fea-forces of
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both nations, not being bound by any private agreemen+
made between the two companies, would attack their
fhips in the European feas. It was not aware, that in
the colonies themfclves preparations would be made to
guard againft a furprife ; that thefe precaations would
¢reate a miftruft on both fides ; and that miftruft would
bring on an open rupture. All thefe particulars were
not perceived by the court, and the fquadron was recalleds
Hoffilities began; and the lofs of almolt every French
fhip.in India, thewed too late which of the two was the
moft j¢dicious {yftem of politics.

La Bourdonnais was as deeply affe@ed for the errors
that had occafioned the misfortunes of the nationy as if
he had been guilty of them himfelf, and exerted all his
powers to remedy them. Without magazines, without
provifions, without money, he found mcans, by his at-
tention and perfeverance, to form a fquadron, compofed
of a fixty-gun fhip, and five therchautmen, which he
turned into men of war. He ventured to attack the Eng-
lith {quadron, beat them, purfued and forced them to quit
the coaft of Coromandel ; he then befieged and took Ma-
dras, the firlt of the Englith fettlements. The conqueror
wae preparing for frefh expeditions, which were certain
and eafy ; but he met with the molil violent oppofition,
which not only occafioned the lofs of the fum 9,057,000
livres [377,3%51.] he had ftipulated for as the ranfom of
the city, but alfo deprived him of the fuccefs which muft
neceffarily have followed this event.

. The company was then goveined by two of the king’s
commiflaries, who were irreconcilable enemies to each
other. The diretors and the inferior officers had taken

art in the quarrel, as they were fwayed by their refpective
inclinations or interefts. The two faltions were extremely
exafperated againft each other. That which had caufed La
Boundonnais’s {quadron to be taken from him, was en-
raged to fee that he had found refources in*n'mfelf, which
fruftratgd every attack that was made upon him. There
is good reafon to believe, that this faction purfued him to
Ingia, and inftilled the poifon of jealoufy into the heart of
Dupleix. Two men formed to efteem and love each
other, to adorn.the French name, and perhaps to defcend
together to pofterity, became the vile tools of an animos
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fity in which they were not the lcaft interefted. . Dupleix
oppofed La Bourdennais, and made him lofe much time.
The latter, after having faid too long on the coaft of Co-
romandel, waiting for the fuccours which had been unne-
ceffarily dclayed, faw his {quadron deftroyed by a ftorm.
The crews were difpofed to mutiny. So many misfor-
-tunes, brought on by the intrigues of Dupleix, determin-
¢d La Bourdonnais to return to Europe, where a horrid
dungeon was the reward of his glorious fervices, and the
end of the hopes which the nation had built upon his
areat talents.  The Englifh, delivered from that formid-
able enemy in India, and confiderably reinforced, found
themfelves in a condition to attack the French in their
turn 3 and accordingly laid fiege to Pondicherry.

Dupleix then made amends for paft errors. He de-
fended the town with great {kill and bravery ; and after
the trenches had been opened fix wecks, the Englith were
forced to raife the fiege. The news of the peace arrived
foon after, and all holtilitics ceafed between the companics
of both nations.

The taking of Madras, La Bourdonnais’s engagement
at fea, and the raifing of the fiege of Pondicherry, gave
the Indian nations a high opinion of the French; and
they were refpe@ed in thofe parts as the firft and greatelt
of the European powers,

Dupleix endeavoured to avail himfelf of this difpofition,
and his attention was engaged in procuring folid and im-
portant -advantages for his nation. In order to judge
rightly of his proje@s, we muft lay before the reader a
defcription of the ftate of Indoftan at that time.

Defeription of  Ir we may credit uncertain traditidn,
{ndoflan. that fine rich country tempted the firft

conquerors of the world, But whether
Bacchus, Hercules, Sefoftris, or Darius, did or did not
carry their arms through that large portion of the globe,
certain it is, that it proved an inexhauftible fund of fic-
tions and wonders to the ancient Greeks. Thefe people,
ever credulous, becaufe they were carried away by their
imagination, were fo inchanted with thefe marvellous fto-
ries, that they flill gave credit to them, even in the more
enlightened ages of the republic. -
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If we confider this matter according to the principles
of reafon and truth, we fhall find that a pure air, whole-
fome food, and great frugality, had carly multiplied men
to a prodigious gegree in Indoftan. They were acquaint-
ed with laws, civil government, and aits ; while the reft
of the earth was de%crt and favage. . Wile and beneficial
inftitutions preferved thefe people from corruption, whofe
only care was to enjoy the benelits of the foil and of the
climate, . If from time to time their morals were tainted
in fome of thefc ftates, the empire was immediately fuba
verted ; and when Alexander entered thefe regions, he
found very few kings and many free cities,

A country divided into numberlefs little ftates, fome of
which were popular, and others enflaved, could not make
a very formidable refiftance againft the hero of Macedo-
nia. His progrefs therefore was rapid, and he would have
fubdued the whole country, had not death overtaken him
in the midft of his triumphs.

By following this conqueror in his expeditions, the In-
dian Sandrocotus had learned the art of war., This ob-
fcure man, who had nothing to recommend him but his
talents, collefted a numerous army, and drove the Mace-
donians out of the provinces they had invaded. This de.
liverer of his country then made himfelt mafter of it, and
united all Indoitan under his domiuion. How long be
reigned, or what was the duration of the empire he had
founded, is not known.

At the beginning of the eighth century, the Arabs
over-ran India, as they did many other parts of the
world. They fubjeéted fome few iflands to their domi-
nion ; but, content with trading peaceably on the conti-
nent, they made but few fettlements on it. :

Three centuries after this, fome barbarians of their re~
ligion, who came out from Khoraflan, headed by Mah-
moud, attacked India on the north {ide, and extended
their depredations as far as Guzarat. They carried off
immenfe {poils from thofe wealthy provinces, and buried
them under ground in their wretched and barren de-
ferts.

Thele calamitics were not yet forgotten, when Gengis-
Khan, who with his Tartars had fubdued the greateit
part of Afia, brought his victorious army to the weftern
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borders of India. This was about the year 1200. It s~
not known what part this coriqueror and his defcendants
took in the affairs of Indoftan. Probably they did not
concern themfelves much about them; for it appears,
that foon after the Patans reigned over this fine country.

Thefe men were a fet of favage peafants, who iffuing in
troops from the mountains of Candahar, {pread themfe%vcs
throughout the fineft provinces of Indoftan, and efta-
bliﬂxeg there a fucceffion of dominions independent of
each other. v -

The Indians had fearce had time to accuftom theme
felves to this foreign yoke, when they were once more fore
ced to change maflters. Tamerlane, who came from Great
Tartary, and was already famous for his cruelties and his
Ri&ories, advanced to the north fide af Indoftan, at the -
end of the fourteenth century, with a well-difciplined and
trinmphant army, inured to all the hardfhips of war. He
fecured the northern provinces himfelf, and abaudoned the
plunder of the fouthern ones to his licutenante. He feem-
ed determined to fubdue all India, when, on a fudden, he
turned his arms againft Bajazet, overcame and dethroned
that prince, and, by the union of all his conquefts, found
himfelf mafter of the immenfe fpace that extends from the
delicious coaft of Smyrna to the delightful borders of the
Ganges.  After his death, violent contefts arofe, and his
pofterity were deprived of his rich fpoils. Babar, the
fixth defcendant of one of his childien, alone furvived te
preferve his name,

That young prince, brought up in floth and luxury,
reigned in Samarcand, where his anceftor had ended his
days. The Ufbeck Tartars dethroned him, and conftrained
him to take refuge in the Cabuliftan. Rangunildas, the
gavernor of that province, received him kindly, and fup-
plied him with troops.

This wile man addreffed him in the following manner :
¢ It is not towards the north, where vengeance would na-
¢ turally call thee, that thy fteps muft be direéted. Sol-
¢ diers, enervated by the pleafures of India, could not
¢ without rafhnefs attack warriors famous for their cou-
¢ rage and their vitories. Ieaven has conduled thee to
¢ the banks of the Indus, in order to fix upon thy brow
¢ onc of the richelt diadems in the univerfe. Turn thy

-~ -
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¢ view towards Indoftan. That emplre, torn in pieces
¢ by the inceffant wars of the Indians and Patans, calls
¢ for a mafter. It isin thofe delightful regions that thou
¢ muft-eftablith a new monarchy, and raife thy glory
¢ e¢qual to that of the formidable Tamerlane.”

This judicious advice made a ftrong impreflion on the

mind of Baba. A plan of ufurpation was immediately
traced out, and purlued with activiry and fkill. Succels
attend.d the execution.  The northern provinces, not cxr
cepting Delhi, fubmitted after fome refiltance ; and thusa
fugitive monarch had the honour of laying the foundation
of the power of the mogul Tartars, which fubfifts to this
day. .
The prefervation of this conqueft required a form of
govermment.  That which Babar found eftablithd in In-
dia, was a kind of defpoti{m, merely relative to civil mat-
ters, tempered by cuftoms, forms, and opinion ; in a word,
adapted to that mildnefs which thefe nations derive from
the influence of the climate, and from the more powerful
alcendant of religious tenets, To this peaceable confti-
tution Babar fubltituted a fevere and military defpotifm,
fuch as might be expeted from a victorious and barbarous
nation.

If we may rely upon the authority of one of the men
who is the moft deeply verfed in Indian traditions, Ran-
guildas was long witnefs to the power of their new fove.
reign, and exulted in the fuccels of his own councils. The
recolle€tion of the fteps he had taken to place his mafter’s
fon upon the throne, filled him with a confcious and real
fatisfa&ion.

One day, as he was praying in the temple, he heard a
Banian, who ttood by him, exclaim; ¢ O God, thou feeft
¢ the fufferings of my brethren. We are a prey to a

-6 youn% man who confiders us as his property, which he

¢ may [quander and confume at pleafure. Among the
¢ many children who call upon thee from thefe vaft regions,
¢ one opprefles all the reft : “avenge us of the tyrant ;
¢ avenge us of the traitors who have placed him on
¢ the throne, withont examining whether he was a juft
€ man‘l’

Ranguildas, aftonithed, drew near to the Banian, and
faid, ¢« O thou, who curfeft my old age, hear me. If

1
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1 am guilty, my confcience has mifled me. When I
reftored the inheritance to the fon of my fovereign,
when I expoled my life and fortunc to eftablifh his au-
thority, God is my witnefs, that I thought I was a&-
ing in conformity to his wife decrees ; and, at the very
inftant when I heard thy prayer, I was ftill thanking
Heaven for granting me in my latter days, thofe two
greateft of bleflings, relt and glory.”
« Glory !”” cries the Banian. ¢ Learn, Ranguildas,
that glory belongs only to virtue, and not to ations
which are only {plendid, without being ufeful to man-
¢« kind. Alas! what advantages did you procure to In-
« doftan when you crowned the fon of an ufurper ? Had
¢ you previoufly confidered whether he was capable of
¢« doing gnod, and whether he would have the will and
¢ refolution to be juft ? You fay, you have reftored to him
the inheritauce of his fathers, as if men could be be.
queathed and poflcfled like lands and cattlé.  Pretend
not to glory, O Ranguildas! or, ff you look for grati-
« tude, o and feek it 1 the heart of Babar; he owes it
s you. You have purchafed it at a great price, the hap-
pinefs of a whole nacion.”
Babar however, while he was bringing his fubje@s un-
der the yoke of defpotilm, tock care to confine it within
certain bonnds, and to draw up his inftitutes with fo
much foree, that his fucceflors, though abfolute, could not
poflibly be unjult,  The prince was to be the judge of
the people and the arbiter of the ftate'; but his tribunal
and his council were to fit in public. Injuflice and ty-
ranny delight in darknefs, that they may conceal them.
felves from their intended vi€ims ; but when the monarch’s
actions are to be fubmitted to the infpeion of his fub-
jelts, it is a fign he intends nothing but their good.—
Openly to infult a number of men affembled, is fuch an
outrage as even a tyrant would blufh at, .
The principal fupport of his aathority was a hod of _
four thoufand men, who flyled themlelves the firft flaves
of the prince, wout of this body wese chofen the omrahs,
thofe perfons who compofed the emperor’s councils, and
on whom he beftowed lands diftinguifhed by great privi-
leges. This fort of poffeflions always reverted to the
crown. It was on this condition that all great offices
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were given. So true it is, that defpotifm enriches its flaves
only to plunder them. :

Great intereft, however, was made for the poft of om-
rah. Whoever afpired to the government of a province,
made this the objet of his ambition. To prevent any
projects the governors might form for their own aggran-
dizement or independence, they always had overleers pla-
ced about them, who were not under their controul, and
who were commiffioned to infpeét the ufe they made of
the millitary force they were entrufted with, to keep the
conquered Indians in awe. The fortified towns were
frequently in the hands of the officers, who were account-
able only to the court. That fufpicious court often fent
for its delegate, and cither continued or removed him, as
it happencd to fuit its fluétuating policy. Thele changes
were grown {o common, that a new governor comirg out
of Delhi, remained upon his elephant with his face turned
towards the city, ¢ waiting," as he faid, ¢ to fee his {uc-
¢ ceffor come ont.” :

The form of govesnment, however, was not the fame
throcghout the empire ; for the moguls had left feveral
Indian princes in poffeflion of their fovereignties, and even
given them a power of tranfmitting them to their de-
fcendants. They governed according to the laws of the
country, though accountable to a nabob appointed by the
court, They were ouly obliged to pay tribute, and to
conform to the conditions ftipulated with their anceltors
at the time of the conqueft.

"The conquering nation could not have commited any
confiderable ravages, fince it does not yet conflitute more
than a tenth part of the population of India. There are
a hundred millions of Indians to ten millions of Tartars.
"I'he two nations have never intermixed. The Indians are
the only farmers and artificers. They alone live in the
country, and carry on the manufa@ures. "The moham-
medans are to be found in the capital, at court, in great
cities, in the camps and armies,

It appears, that at the period when the moguls entered
Indoftan, that country was no longer what it had formerly
been. The landed property, which, in remote times, had
been fo firmly fettled in the hands of private perfons,
was now generally become the prey of the depofitaries of
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authority. ~ All the lands belonged to the Indian or Pa-
tan princes ; and it may eafily be imagined that favage
conquerors, funk in ignorance and avarice, did nof rect-
fy this abufe, which is the utmoft ftretch of arbitrary
power. That portion of the lands of the empire which
the new fovereigns call their own, was divided into large
governments which were called fubahfhips. The fubahs,
who were intrufted with the civil and military govern-
ment, were alfo appointed to reccive the revenues.  This
they committed to the care of the nabobs, whom they ef-
tablifhed throughout their fubahibipss and thefe again
trufted this bufinefs to private farmers, whofe immediate
concern it was to cultivate the lands. -

At the beginning of their year, which is in June, the
nabob’s officers agreed with the farmers for the price
of their farm. A kind of decd was drawn up, called ja-
mabandi, which was depofited in the chancery of the pro-
vince ; after which, the farmers went, each in his own
Adiftri&, to look for hufbandmen, and advanced them cone
“fiderable fums to enable them to fow the ground.  After
harveft, thé farmers remitted the produce of their grounds
to the nabob’s officers.

The nabob delivered it to the fubah, and the fubah paid
it into the emperor’s treafury. The agreements were
commonly for half the produce of the land ; the other
half went to pay the charges of culture, to enrich the far-
mers, and to fubfift thofe whom they employed in tilling
the lund. In this fyftem were comprifed not only
corn, which is the principal crop, but all other produc-
tions of the carth. Betel, falt, and tobacco, were all farm.-
ed in the fame manner.

There were alfo fome cuftom-houfes, and fome du-
tics upon the public markets; but no poll-tax, or auy
tax upon induftry. Thefe arbitrary rulers had not
thought of requiring any thing from men who had no-
thing left them. The weaver, fitting at his loom, worked
without folicitude, and freely difpofed of the fruit of his
labour. ’

This liberty extended to every kind of moveables.
They were truly the property of private perfons, who
were not accountable to any perfon for them. They
could difpofe of them in their life-time ; and after their
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death, they devolved to their offspring. The houfes of
artificers, the town houfes with the little gardens belong-
ing to them, were likewife accounted private property.
‘They were hercditary, and might be fold. In the lat.
ter cafe, the buyer and fcller appeared before the cothoal.
The conditions of the bargain were drawn up «in writ-
ing ; and the cothoul affixed his fcal to the deed to make
it valid. '

The fame formality was obferved with regard to the
purchafe of flaves; that is, of thofe unfortunate men,
who, under the preflure of poverty, chofe rather to be in
.bondage to one man whe allowed him a {ubfiftence, than
to live under that general flavery in which they had no
means of procuring the ncceffaries of life. They then fold
themfclves for a fum money ; and this was tranfa@led
in prefence of the cothoul, that the mafter’s property
might not be contefted.

The cothoal was a kind of notary public. 'There was
oue in every diftriét of a certain fize. It was before him
that the few decds were tranfaéted, which the nature of
fuch a government would admit of. Another officer,
called jemidar, decided all dilferences that arofe between
man and man ; and his decifions are almoft always defini-
tive, unlefs the caufe was a very important one, or unlefs
the aggrieved party was rich enough to pay for having it
reverfed at the nabob’s court. The jemidar was likewife
intrufled with the police. He had a power of infli&-
ing flight punithments ; but all capital offences were refcrv-
ed for the judgment of the nabob, as he alone had aright
to pronounce fentence of death.

Such a government, which was no better than defpot-
ifm gradually defcending from the throne down to the
meageft officer, could have no other fpring than a coer-
cive power conltantly cxerted. Accordingly, as foon as
the rainy feafon was over, the monarch quitted his capital,
and refided in his camp. The nabobs, the rajahs, and
the principal officers, wers fummeoned to attend him ;
and in this manner he proceeded through all the provinces
fucceflively in military parade, which, however, did not
preclude political artifice.  One great man was eften em-
ployed to opprefs another. The moft odious refinenient
of defpotifin is that of dividing its flaves. Thefe divi-
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fions weie fomented by informers, publicly kept by the
prince, who were continually fpreading alarm and lter;'mii
"Thefe {pies were always chofen among perfons of the fir
rank.  Corruption is at its height when power- can en-
noble what s mean. .

Every year the great mogul fet out on his travels, more
as a conqueror than as a fovcrylgn. He went to admini-
fler juftice in the provinces as if he were going to plunder
them ; and maiutained his authority by a parade of mili»
tary force, which makes arbitrary ‘government a con.tmual
flate of war. This manner of governing, though with le-
gal forms, is very dangerous for the monarch. So long
as the people feel their wrongs merely throu.gh the chan-
nel of thoie who are invefled with this authonty, they only
murmur, upon the fuppofition thatgthe f{overeign is iﬁnor-
ant of them, and would not {uffer any. injuftice if he knew
it : but when the fovereign ghes it a fanflion by his pre-
fence and by his own decilious, then all confidence is at an
end ; the deception vanifhes: he was a god; now he isan
idiot, or a wicked man.

The mogul emperors, however, have long enjoyed the
fuperftitious idea the nation had conceived of their facred
charaéter. That outward pomp which captivates the peo-
ple more than juftice, becaufe men are more affefted with
what dazzles their eyes, than with what is beneficial to
them ; the richnefs and fplendour of the princes’ court ; the
grandeur that furrounded him in his travels ; all this kept
up in the minds of the people thofe prejudices of fervile ig-
norance which trembles before the idol it has raifed. The
various accounts that have been tranfmitted to us of the
luxury of the mott brillant courts in the world are not to
be compared to the mott oftentatious parade of the great
mogul when he appears in public. he elephants, for-
merly fo dreadful in war, but which are become ufelefs in
an army, fince the ule of cannon ; thefe immenfe animals,
that are unknown in our climates, give an Afiatic monarch
an air of grandeur, of which we have no conception. The
people fall proftrate before their majeftic foveregn, who
fits exalted upon a throne of gold, glittering with precious
ftones, mounted on the hanghty animal, who proceeds flow-
ly, proud to prefent the matter of a great empire to the
1elpeét of [o many flaves. Thus, by dazzling the eyep of
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men, or inffiring them with terror, the moguls preferveds
and even enlarged their conqefts. Aurengzebe completed
them, by making hfmf{clf mafter of the who}fe peninfula, All
Indoftan, except a fmall portion of it along the coalt of Mala-
bar, fubmitted to that fuperftitious and barbarous tyrant,
‘who had imbrued his hands in the blood of his father, his
brothers, and his nephews.

This infamous defpot made the mogul power an obje&
of deteftation ; but he fupported it as long as he lived. At
his death it was irrccoverably reduced. ‘T'he uncertainty,
as to'the right of fucceffion, was the firt caufe of the dif-
turbances that arofc after his demife, at the beginning of
the eighteenth century. Only one law was generally ac-
knowledged ; that which enadted, that the feeptre thould
never go out of the family of Tamerlane ; but every em-
peror was at liberty to choofe his fucceflor, without being
obliged to regard the degredof confanguinuity. This in-
definite right proved a fource of difcord. Young princes,
whole birth entitled them to expe& the crown, and who
frequently were at the head of a province and an army,
fupported their claim fword in-hand, and paid little regard
to the will of a monarch who was no more, This hap-
pened at the death of Aurengzebe. His rich fpoils were
itained with blood. In thefe convulfions of the ftatc, the
fprings that reftrained an army of twelve hundred thoufand
‘men were relaxed.  Every nabob aimed at being independ-
ent, increafing the contributions raifed upon the people,
and leflening the tributes fent inte the emperor’s trea-
fury, No longer was any thing regulated by law ; all was
carried on by caprice, or thrown into confufion by violent
mealures.

The education of the young princes promifed no remedy
for all thefe evils. Left to the care of women till the age
of feven years, tutored afterwards in fome religious princi-
ples, they waited in the foft indulgencies of a {eraglio thofe
years of youth and adivity which ought to be employed
in forming the man, and infructing him in the knowledge
of life. Care was taken to enervate them, that they might
not become dangerous. Confpiracies of children againft
their fathers were frequent. A fufpicions fyftem of policy
tended to weaken the charalter of thefe young men, in or-
der that they fhould not be capable of committing a
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crime.  Hence that fhocking thought of an orieatal poet,
that ¢ fathers, while their fons are living, are fondeit of
¢ their grandfons, becaufe they love in them the enemies
¢ of their encmics.” .

The moguls retained nothing of thofe hardy manners
they had brought with them frown their mountains. Thofe
among them who were advanced to high oﬂifzes, or had ac-
quired large fortunes, changed their habitations according:
to the feafons. In thefe retirements, which were fome of
them more delightful than others, they lived in houfes built
only of clay or earth, but the infide of which prefented
cvery Afiatic lugury, together with ail the pomp of the
moft corrupted courts. Wherever men cannot raife a laft-
ing fortune, nor tranfmit it to their pofterity, they are
defirous of crowding all their enjoyments in the oaly mo-
ment they can call their own. Every pleafure, and
even life itfelf, is exhaufted in the midft of perfumes and
women. -

The mogul empire was in this ftate of weakne(s when
it was attacked, in 1738, by the famous Nadercha, better
known among us by the name of Thamas Kouli-Kan, The
innumerable armies of India were difperfed without refift
ance, by a hundred thoufand Perfians ; as thofe very Per-
fians had formerly fled before thirty thoufand Greeks train-
¢d by Alexander. Thamas entered viorious into Delhi,
received the homage of Muhammet, fuffered that weak mo«
narch to live and to reign, united to Perfia all the pro.
vinces that fuited him, and returned loaded with an ime
menfe booty, the fpoils of Indoftan.

Muhammet, defpifed by his conqueror, was ftill more fo
by his fubje@ts. The great men would not {erve under a
vaflal of the king of Perfia. Tl nabobfhips became inde-
pendent, paying only a fmall tribute. In vain did the em-
peror declare that the nabobs fhould ftill be removable ;
cach of them firove with all his power to make his digni
hereditary, and the fword decided every conteft. The
fubje@ts were counitantly at war with their mafter, and
were not confidered as rebels. Whoever could afford to pay
a body of troops, pretended to a fovercignty. The only
formality obferved was, to counterfeit the cmperor’s fign
manual in a firman, or warrant of invefliture. It was
brought to the ufurper, who reccived it ﬁm his knees. This

VIS
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farce was neceffaty to impofe upon the people, who had
ftill refpect enough remaining for the family of Tamerlane,
to choofe that aﬁ authority fhould, at leaft, appear to pro-
ceed from that fource.

Thus did difcord, ambition, and anarchy, opprefs this
beautiful region of Indoftan. Crimes could the more
eafily be concealed, as it was the cultom of the great never
to write but in ambiguous terms, and to employ none
but obfcure agents, whom they difowned when they found
it neceflary,  Affaflination and poifoning became com-
mon crimes, which were burried in the dark receffes of
thofe impenetrable palaces, full of attendants, ever ready
to perpetrate the blackeft aéls on the leaft fignal from ther
mafter.

The foreign troops that were called in by the contend-
ng parties completed the miferies of this unhappy country.
Thuey carried off all the riches of the land, or obliged the
owners to bury them under ground ; and thus it was that
the treafures amafled for fo many ages gradually difappeared.
A general dejection enfued. The grounds lay fYal]ow, and the
manufalures ftocd flill. The people would no longer
work for foreign plunderers, or domeftic oppreflors. Want
and famine were foon felt. Thefe calamities, which for
ten years had infcfted the provinces of the empire, began
to vifit the coaft of Coromandel. The wife Nizam-el Mu-
luck, fubah of the Decan, was now no more. His pru-
dence and talents had kept that part of India which he
commanded in a flourithing ftate. The European merchants
were apprehenfive that their trade might fail when it had
loft that fupport. They faw no refource againft the dan-
ger, but to have a territory of their own, large enough to
contain a number of manufadturers fufficient to mate up

their lading.

Means employed  DurLErx was the firt who confidered
&y the Frenchto  this asa praticable fcheme, The war
acquirelargepo/-  had brought many troops to Pondicherry,
Jeffions in Indsa.  with which he hoped, by rapid conqueits,

to procure greater advantages than the
rival nations had obtained by a fteady conduét and mature
deliberation:

He had long ftudied the charadter of the moguls, their
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intrigues and their political interefts. He had acquired
fuch knowledge of thefe matters as might have been {urprife
ing even in a man brought up at the court of Dclhi,
T'his knowledge, deeply combined, had convinced him that
it would be in his power to attain a principal influence in
the affairs of Indoftan; poflibly, to manage them at his
pleafure. His {pirit, which prompted him to attempt more
than he was ablc to perform, gave additional ftrength to
his reflections. Nothing terriied him in the great part he
propofed to att at the diltance of fix thoufand leagues from
his native country. In vain did his friends reprefent to
him the dangers attending fuch an undertaking ; he con-
fidered nothing but the glorious advantage of fecuring to
Trance a new dominion in the heart of Afia; of cnabling
hier, by the revenues annexed to it, to defray the charges
of trade and the expences of fovercignty; and even of
freeing her from the tribute which our luxury pays to the
induftry of the Indians, by procuring rich and numerous
cargaes, which fhould not be bought with any exports of
money, but with the overflowings of the new revenues.
Full of this great project, Dupleix eagerly feized the firft
opportunity that ofimed to put it in execution, and foon
took upon him to difpofe of the fubahfhip of the Decan,
and the nabobfhip of the Camnatic, in favour of two men
who were ready to give up any thing he fhould require.

‘The fubahthip o% the Decan is a viceroyalty, made up
of feveral provinces which were formerly fo many independ-
ent {tates. It extends from Cape Comorin to the Gangea.
T'he fubah has the fuperintendace of all the Indian princes,
aud all the mogul governors within his jurifdi¢tion ; and in
his hands are depofited the contributions that are deftined to
fill the public trealure.. He can compel his inferior officers
to attend him in all military expeditions he may think pro-
per to make into the countries under his dominion ; but he
1s not allowed to march them into a foreign territory, with.-
out an exprefs order from the emperor..

"The fubahthip of the Decan. becoming vacant in 1748,
Dupleix, after a feries of events and revolutions, in which
the corruption of the moguls, the weaknels of the Indians,
and the bolduefs of the French, were equally confpicuous,
difpofed of it towards the beginning of: the year, 1751, in
favour of Salabat-jing, a fon of the late viceroy.

E3
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This fuccefs fecured great advantages to the French fet-
tlements along the coaft of Coromandel ; but Pondicherry
was a place of fuch importance that it was thought to de.
ferve a particular attention. This town, which 1s fituated
in the Carnatic, has fuch conftant and immediate connec-
tions with the nabob of that rich diftri@, that it was
thought advifable to ‘procmc the government of the pro-
vince for a man whofe affe@ion and fubmiffion might be
depended upon. The choice fell upon Chunda-Sach, a
relation of the late nabob, well known for his intrigues,
his misfortunnes, his warlike exploits, and his fteadinefs of
temper.

In return for their fervices, the French made him give
up an immenfe territory. The principal of their acquifi-
tions was the ifland of Seringham, formed by the two
branches of the Caveri. This long and fertile ifland de-
rives its name and its confequence gom a pagoda, which is
fortified, as are moft great buildings that are devoted to
public worfhip. The temple is furrounded with feven
fquare enclofures, at the diftance of three hundred and fifty
feet from each other, and formed by walls of a moderate
height, which are proportionably thick. The altar ftands
in the centre. A fingle monument of this kind, with its
fortifications, and the myfteries and riches it contains, is
more likely to enforce and perpetuate a religion, than g
multiplicity of temples and priefts difperfed in different
towns, with their facrifices,” ceremonies, prayers, and dif-
courfes, which, by their number, their frequent repetition,
and their being performed in public, are apt to tive the pco-
ple : thefe are alfo expofed to the contenipt of enlightencd
reafon, to dangerous profanations, or tothe flight and ne.
gleét of the people ; a circumflance which the priefts dread
more than facrilege itfelf.  The priefts of India, as wife as
thofe of Egypt, %uﬂ'er no firanger to penetrate into the pa-
goda of Seringham. Amidft the fables in which the hif-
tory of this temple is involved, probably fome acute philo-
fopher might, if he were admitted into it, trace from the
emblems, the form and conftru@ion of the edifice, and the
fuperftitious praétices and traditions peculiar to that facred
inclofure, many fources of infiraQion, and acquire an in-
fight into the hiftory of the moft remote ages. Dilgrims
refort thither from all paits of Indoflan, to obtain abfolu-
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tion of their fins, and always bring an offering proportion=
able to their circumftances,  Thefe gifts were &ill {o confi-
derable at the beginning of the prefent century, as to main-
tain forty thoufand menin a life of floth and idlenefs. The
bramins of this temple, though under the reftraints of fub-
ordination, were feldom known to quit their retirement for
the more bufy fcenes of intrigue and politics.

Independent of other advantages which tbe French en-
joyed by the acquifition of Seringham, the fituation gave
them great influence over the neighbouring countries, and
an abfolute commard over the kingdom of Tanjour, as they
could at any time ftop the waters that were wanted for the
culture of the rice.

The territories of Karical and Pondicherry obtained an
acceflion of ten leagues each, with fourfcore villages. 1f
thefe acquilitions were not fo confiderable asthat of Sering-
ham in point of political influence, they were much inore
{o with regard to trade.

But this was a trifling acquifition, compared to the ter-
ritory that was gained to the north, which comprehended
the Condavir, Mafulipatnam, the ifland of Divi, and the
four provinces of Multafanagur, Elur, Rajamandry, and
Chicaﬁol. Such important conceffions made the French
matters of the coaft for the fpace of fix hundred miles, and
procured them the beft linen in Indoftan. It is true they
were to enjoy the four provinces no longer than they fhould
furnith the fubah with a ftipulated number of troops, and
maintain them at their own expence ; but this agreement,
which was only binding to their honefty, gave them little
concern.  Their ambition made them already think them.
felves in poffcflion of the treafures that had been heaped up
in thofe vaft regions for {fo many ages.

The ambitious views of the French, and their proje&s
of conquett, were carried much beyond this. They pro-
pofed to obtain a ceffion of the capital of the Portuguefe
colonies, and to feize upon the diftriét of a triangular form,
which lies between Malulipatnam, Goa, and Cape Co=-
morin. .

In the meantime, till they could realize thefe brilliant
chimeras, they confidered the perfonal honours that were
lavithed upon Dupleix as a prefage of the greateft profpe-
sity. It is well known, that every foreign colony is in fome
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degree odious to the natives ; it is therefore good policy. to

endeavour to leflen this averlion, and the fureft way to at-
tain that end is, to conform as much as poffible to the cuf-

toms and manners of the country., This maxim, which is

in gencral true, is more particularly fo in countries where

tIhc“pcop!e refle@k but little; and is confequently fo in
naw.

The inclination which the French commander had for
Aliatic pomp, was ftill a further inducement with him, to
conform to the cultoms of the country. Accordingly, he
was exceedingly rejoiced when he faw himfelf invefted with
the dignity of a nabob. That title put him upon a level
with thofe whofe prote&ion he folicited before, and afford-
ed him confiderable opportunitics to pave the way for thofe
great revolutions he meditated, in order to promote the im-
portant interefts he was intrufted with. He entertained
ttill greater hopes on being appointed governor of all the
mogul pofleflions, throughout an extent little inferior to
the whole kingdom of France. All the revenues of thofe
rich provinces were to be depofited in his hands, and he was
accountable to none but the fubah himfelf.

Though thefe agreements entered into by merchants
could not be very pleafing to the court of Delhi, they were
not much afraid ofP its refentment. The emperor, being in
want of men and money, which the fubahs, the nabobs,
the rajahs, his meanelt delegates, took upon themfelves to
refufe him, found himfelf attacked on all fides.

The 1ajaputes, defcended from thofe Indians with whom
Alexander had been engaged in battle, being driven out of
their lands by the mo%uls, took fhelter in fome mountains
that are almoit inacceflible. Continual difturbances put it
out of their power to think of conquefts; but in the in-
tervals of their diffenfions, they make inroads that cannot
fail of harafling an empire already exhauited.

" 'The Patans are ftill more formidable enemies. Driven
by the moguls from moft of the thrones of Indoftan, they
have taken refuge at the foot of Mount Imaus, which is a
continuation of the Caucafus. That fituation has ftrangely
altered their manners, and given them a fiercenefs of tem-
per which they had not in a milder climate. War is their
chi-f employment. They ferve alike under the banners of
indian or mohammedan princes ; but their obedience is not
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equal to their valour. Whatever crime they may have been -
guilty of, it is dangerous to punifh them ; for they are fo
vindi&ive, that they will murder when they are weak, and
revolt when they are firong énough to attempt any bold en-
terprife. Since the reigning power has loft its ftrengths
the nation has fhaken off the yoke. Not many I;e'ats-ago.
their generals carried on their ravages as far ay Delhi, and -
did not quit that capital till they had plundered it.

To the nerth of Indoftan is a nation, which, though
lately known, is the more formidable for being a new enemy.
This people, diilinguithed by the name of Sheiks, have
found means to free themfelves from the chains of defpotifm
and fuperftition, though furrounded by nations of flaves.
They are faid to be followers of a philofopher of Thibet,
who infpired them with fome notions of liberty, and taught
them theifin without any mixture of fuperftition. They
firlt appeared in the begmning of the prefent century ; but
were then confidered rather as a {e€t than as a nation, Dur.
ing the calamitics of the mogul empire, their number in.
creafed confiderably by apoftates of all religions, who join-
ed with them, and fought (helter among them from the op-
preflions and fury of their tyrants.. 'To be admitted of
that fucicty, nothing more is required than to fwear implac-
able hatred againft monarchy.. It is afferted, that they
have a temple, with an altar, on which {tands their code of
laws, and next to it a fceptre and a daggers Tour old men
are cle@ed, who occafionally: confult the law; which is the
ouly fupreme.power this republic obeys. The Sheiks a&u.
ally poflefs the whole province of Punjal, the greateft part:
of the Moultan, and. the Sindi, both banks og the Indus,
from Caflimere to Thatta, and all the country towards Del-
hi, from Lahor-to Serhend: they can raife an army of
fixty thoufand good cavalry.

But of. all the enemies of the moguls, none are, perhaps, .
{o dangerous as the Marattas. This nation, of late {o fa-
maus, as far.as the obfcurity of their origin and hiftory wilt
allow us to conjecture, poffefled feveral provinces -of In.
doftan, from whence they were driven by the fear or the
arms of the moguls. They fled into the mountains which
extend from Surat to Goa, and there-formed feveral tribes, .
which in procefs of time united into one fate, of which«.

Es.
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S?talrah was for a long time, and Ponah now is, the ca-
pital,

Moft of them carried vice and licentioufnefs to all the ex-
cefles which might be expected from an ignorant people,
who have calt off the yoke of prejudices, without fubftitut-
ing wholefome laws and knowledge in their ftead. Tired
of laudable and peaceful laboyrs, they thought of nothing
but rapine. Yet this was confined to the plfvundering of a
few villages, and the robbing of fome caravans; ull the
coaft of Coromandel, being threatened by Aurengzebe,
made them fenfible of their ftrength, by imploring their
affiftance. ' : t
. At this period, they were {cen coming out of their
rocks, mounted on fmall and ill-fhaped horfes, but flout,
and accuftomed to indifferent feeding, to difficult roads, -
and to exceflive fatigue. The whole accoutrement of a Ma-
ratta horfeman coalifted of a turban, a girdle, and a cloak.
His provifions were a little bag of rice, and a leather bottle
full of water. His only weapon was an excellent fabre,

Notwithftanding the affiltance of thefe barbarians, the
Indian princes werc forced to bend to the yoke of Aureng-
zebe 3 but the conqueror, weary of contending with irre-
gular troops, which were continually ravaging the newly-
reduced provinces, determined to conclude a treaty that
would have been difhpnourable, had it not been diétated
by neceflity, which is {tronger than prejudices, oaths, and
laws. He ceded for ever to the Marattas the fourth part
of the revenues of the Decan, a {fubahthip formed out of
all his ufurpations in the peninfula.

This kind of tribute was regujarly paid as long as Au-
rengzebe lived.  After his death,'it was granted or refufed,
according to circumftances. The levying of it brought the
Marattas in arms to the remoteft parts of their mountains,
"Their boldnefs increafed during the anarchy of Indoftan.
They have made the empire tremble ; they have depofed
monmrchs ; they have extended their frontiers ; they have
granted their prote@ion to rajas and nabobs who ftrove to
be independant, and their influence has been unbounded.

While the court of Delhi was with difficulty contending
with fo many enemies, all confpiring to effet its ruin, M.
de Buffy, who, with a fmall corps of French troops, and
an army of Indians, bad condu&ed Salabat-jing to Auren-
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gabad his capital, endeavoured to cftablith him on the
throne where he had placed him. The weaknefs of this
prince, the confpiracies which it had occafioned, the firm-
ans or privileges which had been granted to rivals, and other
impedimegts, obftructed, but could not fubvert his proje&ts.
By his means the prince reigned more peaceably under the
protection of the French than could have been expeéted,
confidering the circumitances of his fituation ; and he pre-
ferved him abfolutely independent of the head of the em-
ire.

Chunda-Saeb, appointed nabob of the Carnatic, was
not in fo happy a fituation. The Englifh, ever in oppoli-
tion to the French, had ftirred up a rival againit him, named
Mohammed-Ali-Khan. The names of thofe two princes
ferved as a pretence fot carrying on a vigoraus war between
the two nations : they fought for glory, for wealth, aud to
ferve the paffions of their refpe@ive commanders, Dupleix
and Saunders, Victory declared alternately for each army.
Succefs would not have been fo flutuating, had the ga-
vernor of Madras had more troops, or the governor of Pone
dicherry better officers. It was difficult to conje@ure which
of thofe two men, who were both of the f{ume inflexible
temper, would in the end obtain the fuperiority.; but it
was very certain that ncither would fubmit, while be had
cither troops or mouney left.  Nor was it likely that either
of them would foon be reduced to this extremity, notwith-
ftanding their amazing efforts, becaufe they both found
fuch refources in their hatred and their genius, as cven the
molt able men could not have any conception of. It was
evident that the ditturbances in the Carnatic would not be
at an end, unlefs the peace was firlt fettled in Europe ; and
itwas to be feared that the flame, which had been confined
to India for fix years, might fpread fuither. The minif-.
ters of France and England obviated this danger, by en-
Joining the two companies to fix certain terms of agreement.
T'hey made a conditional treaty, which began by fufpend-
ing all hottilities at the commencement of the year 1755
and was to end by eftablithing between them a perfe& equa-
lity of territory, of ftrength, and of trade, on the coafts of
Coromandel and Orixa. This ftipulation had not yet re~
ceived the fan&ion of the courts of Lon%on and Verfailles,

6
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when greater intereits kindled a frefh war between the two
nations,

War betevcen the Eng-  THE report of this great conteft,
fifb and French. The which began in North-America,
French lofe all their  and fpread itfelf throughout the
fettlements. A univerle, reached the Eaft-Indics

at a time when the Englith were
engaged in a very intricate. war with the fubah of Bengal.
Had the French been then in the fame ftate they were [ome
years before, they would have joined with the natives.
From narrow views and ill-judged intercits, they were de-
firous of entering into a formal convention, to fecure the
neutrality which had fublfifted on the banks of the Ganges
during the latt difturbances. Their rivals amufed them with
the hopes of fettling this convention, fo long as they
wanted to keep them m a ftate of inaion. But as foon as
their fuccefles had enabled them to make their own terms,
they attacked Chandernagore. The reduction of this place
was followed by the ruin of all the faQories dependent upon
it, andjput the Englith in a condjtion to fend men, money,
provifions, and fhips, to the coaft of Coromandel, where
the French were jult arrived with confiderable land and fea
forces.

Thefe forces, deftined to protet the fettlements of their
own nation, and deftroy thoE of the enemy, were more than
{ufficient to anfwer both thofe purpofes.  The only point
was to make a proper ufe of them ; but there was a mil-
take in this from the beginning, as will plainly appear from
the following obfervations.

Before the commencement of the war, the company pof-
fefled, on the coafts of Coromandel and Orixa Mafulipat-
nam, with five provinces; a large circuit ofland about
Pondicherry, which for a long time before had been no-
thing but a fandbank ; and an_extent nearly of the fame
fize in the ncighbourhood of Karical ; and, laftly, the
ifland of Seringham. Thefe pofleflions made four traéts of
country, too far diftant to fupport each other. They bore
the marks of the wild fancy and extravagant imagination
of Dupleix, who had made thefe acquifitions.

. Thefe political errors might have been amended. Du.
pleix, who compenfated for his defeits by his great qualis
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ties, had acquired fo great an influence, that he was offer-
ed the perpetual government of the Carnatic. It was the
moft flourithing province in all the mogul empire, By fin-
gular and fortunate circumitances, it had been governed
fucceflively by three nabobs of the fame fanily, who had
been equally attentive to agriculture and induftry. General
felicity had been the refult of this mild goverument and
public-fpirited condud, and the public revenues had in-
creafed to twelve millions [50,000l.] A fisth part of this
fum would have been given to Salabat-jing, and the reft
would have been for the company.

If the miniftry and the direttion, who alternately fup-
ported and neglected their power in Tndia, had but been
capable of a firm and fettled refolution, they might have
fent orders to their agent to give up all the remote con-
quefts, and to be content with that important fettlement.
It was alone fufficient to give the French a firm eftablith.
ment, a compact territory in which the fettlements would
be contiguous, a very large quantity of merchaudize, pro-
vifions for their fortified towns, and revenues fufficient to
maintain a body of troops; which would have enabled
them to fct the jealoufy of their neighbours, and the hat-
red of their ¢nemies, at defiance. Unfortunately for
them, the court of Verfailles ordered that Dupleix f{ould
not accept of the Carnatic; and affairs remained as they
were before that propofal.

The fituation was critical. Dupleix was, perhaps, the
only man who could fupport himlelf in it, or in his ftead
the celebrated officer who had the greatett thare in his con.
fidence, and was bet acquainted with his fchemes. The
contrary opinion prevailed. Dupleix had been recalled,
"T'he general who was sppointed to conduét the Indian war,
imagined he mut demonifh a ftruéture which ought only to
have been fupported in thofe troublefome times, and difco-
vercd his dufiyns in fo public a manner, as contributed
greatly to heighten the imprudence of his refolutions.

This man, whofe ungovernable temper could never
adapt itfelf to circumftances, had received from nature
none of thofe qualities that render a man fit for command.
He was gogerned by a gloomy, impetuous, and irregular
imagination fo that there was a perpetual contraft between
his conver(ation gnd his projets, and between his projects
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and his altions. Paflionate, fufpicious, jealous, and po-
fitive to excefs, he created an univerfal diffidence and
dejeion, and excited animofities never to be fupprefled.
His military operations, his civil government, his political
combinations, all bore cvident marks of the confufion of his
ideas.

The evacuation of the ifland of Seringham was the prin-
cipal caufe of the difafters that attended the war with
Tanjour.  Mafulipatnam, and the northern provinces,
were loll, from having given up the alliance of Salabat-
jing« The inferior powers of the Carnatic, who no longer
refpeéted the French for the fake of their old friend the fu-
bah of the Decan, completed the general ruin by efpouf-
ing other intereits.

On the other hand, the French fquadron, though fupe.
tior to the Englilh, with which it bad engaged thice -
veral times without gaining any advantage over it, was at
laft obliged to leave it maller of the feas, by which the fate
of India was decided,  Pondicherry, after ftruggling with
all the horrors of famine, was forced to furrender on the
15th of January 1761. Lally had, the day before, cer-
rected a plan of) capitulation drawn up by the council ; he
had named deputies to carry it to the enemy’s camp ; aud,
by a contradi¢tion that was charactenftic of the man, he
gave the deputies a letter for the Englith general, in which
he told him, ¢ he would have no capitulation, becaufe
¢ the Englifh were fuch people that they would not adhere
“ to it.” :

In taking poffeflion of the place, the conqueror caufed
not only the troops that Lad defended it, but all the French
in the company’s fervice, to be thipped off for Europe ;
and, not fatisfied even with that revenge, they deftroyed
Pondicherry, and made that noble city a heap of ruins.

Thofe ofy the inhabitants who were fent over to France,
arrived in defpair, at having loft their fortunes, and feen
their houfes demolifhed as they quitted the fhere. They
filled Paris with their clamours ; they excited the indigna-
tion of the public againtt their governor; they impeached
him as the author of all their miin’cs, and the fole caufe of
the lofs of a flourithing colony. Lally was taken up and
tried by the parliament. He had been accufed of high trea-
Yon and extortion ; of the firft he wasacquitted, and of the
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fecond no proof could be brought ; yet Lally was con-
demned to lofe his head.

Let us afk, in the name of humanity, what his crime
was, that it fhould be punithable by law? The awful
fword of juftice was not put into the hands of the magi-
ftrate to gratify private refentment, or even to follow the
emotions of public indignation. The law alone muft point
out its own vi&ims; and, if the clamours of a blind and
incenled multitude could fway with the judges to pronounce
a capital fentence, the innocent might {uffer for the guilty,
and there would be no fafety for the citizen. In this point
of view let us examine the fentence.

[t declares, that Lally ftands convited of ¢ having be-
¢ traycd the interefts of the kin. , of the {tate, and of the
¢ India company.”” What is .. ¢wat by betraying of in.
terefts 2 What law is there .. at makes it death to be
guilty of this vague and indefinite crime? No fuch law
cither doces or can cxift.  Difgrace fiom the prince, con-
tempt from the nation, and public infamy ; thefe are the
proper punifhments for the man, who, from incapacity or
folly, has not ferved his country as he ought : but death,
and that too upon a feaffold, is deftined for crimes of a dif-
ferent nature.

The fentence further declares, that Lally ftands conviéted
¢ of vexations, exa&ions, and abufe of authority.” No
doubt he was guilty of thefe in numberlefs inftances. He
made ufe of violent means to procure pecuniary aids 3 but
this money was put into the public treafure. He injured
and opprelfed the citizens ; but he never attempted any
thing againit their lives or againft their honour. He ereéted
gibbets in the market-place, but caufed no one to be exe-
cuted upon them.

In fa@, he wasa madman of a dark and dangerous caft;
an odious and defpicable man ; a man totally incapable of
command. But he was neither guilty of public extortions
nor treafon ; and, to ule the expreflion’of a philofopher,
whofe virtues do honour to humanity, ¢ every one bad a
¢ right to kill Lally, except the executioner.”

Tue misfortunes that befel the French Caufes of the
in Afia had been forefeen by all confiderate  misfortunes of
men, who refleéted on the corruption of the French, ~ *
the nation. Their taorals efpecially had
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degenerated in the voluptuous climate of India. The wars
which Dupleix had carried on in the inland parts had laid
the foundation of many fortunes. They were increafed
and multiplied by the gifts which Salabat-jing lavithed on
thofe who conduéed him in triumph to his capital, and
fixed him on the throne. The officers who had not fhared
the dangers, the glory, and the benefits of thofe brilliant
expeditions, found out an cxPedient to comfort themfelves
under their misfortune ; which was,. to reduce the fipahis
to half the number they were ordered to maintain, and to
apply their pay to their own benefit ; which they could
cafily do, as the money paffed through their hands.  The
agents for trade, who had not thefe refources, accounted
to the company but for a very {mall part of the profits made
upon the Eutopean goods they fold, though they ought to
have been all their own ; and {old them thofe in India at a
very high price, which they ought to have had at prime
coft. Thofe who were intrufted with colle@ing the reve-
nue of any particular fpot, farmed it themf{elves under In-
dian names, or let it for a tifle, upoa receiving a hand-
{one gratuity ; they even frequently kept back the whole
income of fuch eltates, under pretence of fome imaginary
robbery or devaftation, which had made it impoffible to
colle@t it.  All undertakings, of what nature foever, were
clandettinely agrecd upon, and became the prey of the pei-
fons employed in them, who had found means to make
themfclves formidable, or of fuch as were moft in favour,
or richeft. The authorifed abufe that prevails in India, of
giving and recciving prefents on the conclufion of every
treaty, had multiplied thefe tranfadtions without neceffity.
The navigators who landed in thofe parts, dazzled with the
fortunes whicl they faw increafed fourfold from one voyage
to another, no_Jonger regarded their fhips, but as the means
of carrying on trade and acquiring wealth. Corruption
was brought to its greateft height by people of rank, who
had been difgraced and ruined at home ; but - who, being
encouraged by what they faw, and impelled by the reports
that were brought to them, refolved to go themfelves into
Afia, in hopes of retrieving their fhattered fortunes, or of
being ab'e to continue their irregularities with impunity.
The pertoual condud of the diveétors made it neceflary for
them to connive at all thefe diforders, They were reproach~
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ed with attending to nothing in their office but the. credit,
the money, and the power it gave them ; with giving the
molt important pofts to their own rclenion's, men of no mo-
rals, application, or capacity ; with multiplying the num-
ber of factors without neceflity and without bounds, to fe-
cure friends in the city and at court ; and, laitly, they were
accufed of obtruding upon the public comgwdities which
migit have been bought cheaper and better in other places.
Whether the government did not know of thefe excefles,
or had not refolution enough to put a ftop to them, it was;
by its blindnefs or its weakaefs, in fome meafure acceflary
to the ruin of the affairs of the nation in India. It might
even without injuftice be charged with being the principal
caufe of them, by fending fuch improper perions to manage
and defend an important fettlement, which had no lefs to
fear from its own corruption, than from the Englith fleets
and armies.

Tue difafters of the company abroad  Meafures taken by
were aggravated by theirfituationequal-  the French to re-
ly diftrefsful at home. It was necel- ¢fablifb affairs in
fary to reprefent thefe twofold misfor-  Jndia.
tunes to the proprietors. This difco-
very occafioned a general defpondency, which gave rife to
a varizty of different fchemes, all equally abfurd. Thefe
feveral {chemes were haftily difcufled ; nor was it poflible
that any of them could be fixed upon by men in fuch a
ftate of uncertainty and diffidence. The deliherations were
carried on with too much afperity ; and time, which was of
fo much confequence, was loft in upbraidings and invedt-
ives.  No one could forefee where thefe commotions would
end.  The ftorm at length fubfided, and freth hopes began
todawn, The company, which the enemies toall exclufive
privileges withed to fee abolithed, and which fo many prni-
vate interefts had confpired to dettroy, {till majntained its
ground ; but it was put upon a better footing ; a circum-
ftance which was abfolutely neceflary. ‘

Among the caufes that had occafioned the diftreffes of
the company, there was one which had long been looked
upon as the fouree of all the reft ; this was the dependence,
or rather the flavery, in which the governmcut had kept
¢hat great body for near half a century.
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Ever fince the year 1723, ths direétors had been chofen
by the court. In 1730, a commiflary appointed by the
king was introduced into the adminiftration of the company.
From this period there was an end to all freedom of de-
bate ; there was no longer any conneétion between thofe
who had the management of affairs, and the proprietors ;
no immediate intercourfe between the managers and the go-
vernment. All was direéted by the influence, and accord-
ing to the views, of the court. Myftery, that dangerous
vell of arbitrary adminiftration, concealed all the operations;
and it was not till 1744, that the proprietors were called
together. They were empowered to name {yndics, and to
call a general meeting once a-year; but they were not bet.
ter informed of the ftate of their affairs, nor more at liberty
to dire& them. The power of choofing the direCtors was
ftill vefted in the crown, and inftead of one commiffary,
the king chofe to have two. .

From this time two parties were formed. Each commif-
fary had his own fcheme, his own favourites, and endea-
voured to get his own projeéts adopted. Hence arofe di-
vifions, intrigues, informations, and animofities, which,
though they originated in Paris, extended as far as India,
and there broke out in a manner {o fatal to the nation.

The minifter, fhocked at fuch a number of abufes, and
weary of thofe endlefs contefts, attempted to remedy them.
It was imagined he had {ucceeded, by appointing a third
commiflary. This expedient, however, ferved only to in-
creafe the evil. Defpotifm had prevailed while there was
but one ; divifion enfued on the nomination of two ; and
from the moment three were appointed, all was anarchy
and confufiou, They were reduced to two, and pains were
taken to prelerve harmony as much as poffible between
them ; and in 1764, there was but one, when the proprie-
tors defired that the company might be brought back toits
original form by reftoring its freedom.

They ventured to reprefent to the government, that they
might impute the difalters and errors of the company to
themfelves, as the proprietors had not been concerned in
the management of their affairs; that they could never be
carried on molt advantageoufly both for them and for the
ftate, till this could be done with freedom, and till an im«
mediate intercourfe was cftablithed between the proprictors
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and the directors, and between the direQors and the mini-
firy ; that whenever there was aj intermediate perfon, the
orders given on one part, and the rcports made on the
other, would neceffarily, in pafling through his hands, take
a tinGture of his own private views and inclinations, fo that
he would always be, in fad, the real and fole dire@or of
the company ; that fuch a dire€tor, not being himfelf per-
fonally concerned in the affairs of the company, or not be-
ing a competent judge of them, would always facrifice the
welfare and true intereft of trade, to add to the tranfient
pomp of his appointment, and to fecure the favour of
placemen ; that, on the contrary, every thing might be ex-
peted from a free dire@ion, chofen by the proprietors,
aéting under their infpe@ion, and in concert with them,
and {ubje& to no kind of reftraint. .

The government was fenfible of the truth of thefe rea-
fons. Tt fecured the freedom of the company by a folemn
edi€t; and fome regulations were made, to put the direc-
tion of it under a new form.

The intention of thefe flatutes was, that thé company
might no longer be ruled by men, who often were not wor-
thy to be its factors : that the government might no further
interfere than to prote@ it; that it might be alike pre-
ferved from that flavery under which it had fo long been
opprefled, and from that {pirit of myftery, which had per-
petuated its corruption ; that there fhould be a conftant in-
tercourfe between the dire€ors and the proprietors ; that
Paris, deprived of the advantage enjoyed by the capitals of
other commercial nations, of being a {ea-port, might ac-
quire a knowledge of trade in free and peaceable affem-
blies ; that the citizen might form juft notions of that
powerful tie that connedts all nations together, and, by in-
torming himfelf of the fources of public profperity, learn
to refpe@t the merchant whofe operations contribute to it,
and to defpife the profcflions that are deftruétive of it.

. 'T'hefe wife regulations were attended with happier con-
fequences than could poffibly be expe@ed. A great adti-
vity was obferved on all fides. During the five years that
the new dire€tion lafted, the fales produced annually
18,000,000 livres [750,000l.] They had not been fo con.
fiderable, even in thofe times which had been looked upon
as the molt profperous ; for, from 1726 to 1736 inclufively,
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they had amounted to no more than 437,376,284 livres
[18,224,011L. 165, 8d.J*which makes upon an average, in
peace and war, 14,128,912 livres [§87,851l. Gs. 8d.]
a-year,

Imminent diftrefs was, however, concealed under this
appearance of profperity.  When this was fulpeéted, and
endeavours were made to afcertain the matter, it was found
that the company, on rcnewing its trade, was more indebted
than it had been fuppofed. This is a circumftancé common
to all mercantile bodies, whofe tranfattionsave eomplicated,
extenfive, and carried on in diftant countrics. They have
fcarce ever a juft idea of their fituation. Whether this
miftake be to be attributed to the fraud, negleét, or inca-
pacity of their agents, certain it is, that it takes place al-
moft univerfally.  The confufion is ftill increafed byjthe ca-
lamity of war. That which the French had been fuftain.
ing in India, had been tedious and unfuccefsful. The ex-
pences and depredations of it were but imperfe&ly known ;
and the company began their operations, reckoning upon a
larger capital than they poffefled.

his miftake, ruinous in itfelf, was followed by other
fatal errors, which arofe, perhaps, from not having fuffi-
“ciently refle€ted on the revolutions that had happened re-
cently in India. The company flattered themfelves that
their fales would amount to twenty-five millions of livres
[1,041,666l. 13s. 4d.] and they were below eighteen mil-
lions [750,0c0l.] They flattered themfelves that the Eu-
ropean commodities would be fold for fifty per cent. more
than they had coft, while they fearce fetched their original
price. Thci\; flattered themfelves with a profit of cent. per
cent. upon the produions that fhould he brought into our
climates, and it amounted to no more than feventy-two per
cent.

All thefe mifcalculations, arofe from the ruin of the
French credit in India, and from the exorbitant power of
the vi€torious nation that had lately fubdued thole diftant
regions : from the neceflity there frequently was of taking
upon credit bad merchandize from the Englifh merchants,
who were endeavouring to convey to Europe the immenfe
fortunes they had amaffed in Afia: from the impoffibility of
procuring funcs neceffary for carrying on the trade, without
giving an exorbitant intereft : from the obligation the com-
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pany were under of fupplying provifions for the ifles of
France and Bourbon, which advances were flowly and ill
paid by the government, as well as the gratifications grant-
ed to them for their exports and imports.

Lallly, according to the plan of the dire&ors, the ex-
pences neccflary for the carrying on of trade, and for the
maintaining of fovereignty, were not to exceed four millions
[180,c00l.] whereas, they amounted to more than twice
that fum. The expences for maintaining the right of fo-
vereignty might even be carried much beyond this in fu-
ture, fince, n their nature, they were capable of being ex-
tended and increafed in conformity with the political views
of the monarch, the fole judge of their importance and ne-
ceflity.

In fuch a fituation, it was impoffible that the diforderly
ftate of the affairs of the company fhould not be more and
more increaled.  Their ruin, as well as that of their credi-
tors, was upon the point of being completed, when go-
vernment, warned by the repeated loans they were continu-
ally renewing, determined to inquire into the ftate of their
finances. As foon as it became acquainted with them, it
was thought proper to fufpend their exclufive privilege of
trade with India. Let us now examine what was the con-
dition of the company at that period.

Berore 1764, the number of fhares  The charter of the
amounted to 50,268. At that period company is fufpend-
the miniftry, who, in 1746, 1747, and ed. Their flate at
1748, had given up to the proprietors that period.
the produce of the fhares and bonds
which were their property, relinquifhed in their favour-the
fhares and bonds themfelves, to the number of 11,835 to-
gether, to indemnify them for the expences they had in-
curred during the lalt war. Thefe fhares having been can.
celled, there remained but 38,432.

The wants of the company obliged them to make a
call of 400 livres [16l. 13s. 4d.] per fhare. Upwards of
34,000 fhares anfwered the call.  The 4000 that did not,
were reduced, by the terms of the ediét, which empowered
the company to make the call, to five eighths of the valne
of thofe which had paid ; fo that, by this operation, the
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number was reduced to 36,920 whole thares and fix
eighths.. ‘

The dividends on the fhares of the French company, as
of all other companics, have varied according to circum-
ftances. In 17221t was 100 livres [4l. 13s. 4d.] From 1723
to 1745 it was 150 [6l. 55.] From 1746 to 1749 it was
70 [2l. 18s. 4d.] From 1750 to 1758 it was 8o [3l. 6s.
8d.] From 1759 to 1763 1t was 40 [1l 3s.4d.]; and
in 1764, it was but 2e livres [16s, 84.] This account
thews, that the dividend and the value of the ftock, which
always kept pace with it, was neceflarily affeéted by the
hazards of trade, and the flu¢tuation of popular opinion.
Hence that prodigious rife and fall in the price of the
fhares, which fell in one year from two hundred [1671. 18s.
reckoning each piftole at 16s. 9d.] to one hundred pif-
toles [83l. 1§s.] then rofe to 1800 livres [%5l. 8s.] and
foon after fell to 700 [29l. 3s. 4d.] Yet, in the midit of
thefle revolutions, the ftock of the company was much the
fame. But this is a calculation which the public never
makes. It is determined by the circumftance of the pre-
{ent moment, and its confidence, as well as it fears, are al-
ways exaggerated.

The proprietors, who were under apprehenfions of hav.
ing their fortunes reduced to half in one day, would no
longer run the rifk of fuch a fituation. In laying in a
frefh ftock to trade with, they defired to fecure the remain-
der of their fortune in fuch a manner, as that the fhares
fhould at all times bear a fettled price, and an intereft that
could be depended upon. The government fettled this
matter by an edi&t iffued out in Auguft 1764. The 13th
article exprefsly fays, that, to fecure to the proprietors a
fettled income, independent of all future events of trade,
a fufficient fund fhould be detached from that portion of
the contra& which was then free, to fecure to every fhare
a capital of 1600 livres [66l. 13s. 4d.] and an intereft of
8o Evres [3l. 6s. 8d.]; and that ¢ neither thatintereft
¢ nor that capital, fhould, in any cafe, or for any caufe
« whatfoever, be an{werable for fuch engagements as the
« company might enter into after the date of this edi&t.”

The company, therefore, owed for 36,920 fhares and
fix eighths, at the rate of 80 livres [3l. 6s. 8d.] per fhare,
an interelt amounting to 2,953,660 livres [123,069l 3s.
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4d.) They paid for their feveral contralts 2,727,506 livres
[113,646). 15. 8d.] which made in all 5,681,166 livr:s
[236,715l. §s.] of perpetual aunuities. The life annuiics
amounted to 3,074,899 livres [128,120L 155. 1cd.] The
fum total of all thelg life annuities and annual r«yments
was then 8,756,c65 livres [364,836l. 10d.] In what
mauner the company raifed money to an{wer their feveral
demands, fhall be the fubje& of our nex: ingairy.

That great body, which had been much too deeply con-
cerned in Law’s {cheme, had advanced him 90,000,0c0 of
livres [3,750,000.] When that fyftem failed, the go-
vernment made over to them in payment the exclufive faleof
tobacco, which then brought in three millions [125,000L.]
a-year ; but they were left without a capital to trade with.
This kept them 0 a ftate of inaction tll 1726, when the
government lent them its affiftance. The rapid progrefs
they made aftorithed all nations, and feemed to promife
them a fuperionty over the moft flourithing companies.
This opinion, vhich was the general one, emboldened the
proprietors to complain that their dividends were not
doubled and trbled.  ‘L'hey thought, as well as the public,
that the kings treafury was enriched with their {poils.
"The profound fecrecy with which_every thing was carried
on, greatly ftrengthened thefe furmiles. .

The breakng out of the war between France and Eng-
land in 1744.diffolved the charm. The miniftry, too much
embarrafled i their own affairs to think of doing any thing
for the company, left it to extricate itfclf. Then, indeed,
every one ws {urprifed to fee that coloflus ready to fall,
which had rever yet met with uny thock, and whofe greateft
misfortune lad been the lofs of two fhips of a moderate
value. The company would have been ruined, had not
the government in 1747, declared itfelf their debtor in the
fum of 180,e00,000 of livres [7,500,0col.] and engaged
to pay them the intereft of that fum for ever at five per
cent.  This engagement, which was in lien of the exelufive
fale of tobacco, is fo important a point in the hiftory of the
company, that it would not be {ufficiently illuftrated if we
did not trace the matter further back.

The ufe of tobacco, which was introduced into Europe
after the difcovery of America, made no very rapid pro-
grels in France. The confumption was fo {mall, that the
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firlt contra@, which began the firlt of December 1674, and
esded the firlt of October 1630, brought in but 500,000
livrg [20,833). 6s. 8d ] to the government the two firft
years, and 6c0,0c0 [2 5,000l.] the four laft; though the
right ot tamping pewter had been joined to this privilege.
This farm of the revenue was confounded with the general
farms till 101, when it {till remained united to them, and
was rated at {,500,000 livres [62,500l.] a-year. In
1697, it became ance more a feparate farm on the fame
terms, till 1709, when it was increafed to 100,000 livres
[4166L. 135, 4d.] more, till 1715. It was then renewed
tor three years only. The two firft years ought to have
{)roduccd 2,000,000 of livres [84,333l. 6s. 8d.] and the
aft 2co,0co [8333l. 6s. 8d.] more. At that period it
was increafed tu 4,020,000 livres [167,500l.] a-ycar; but
this lalted only from the firft of Oober 1718 to the fuft
of June 1720. Tobacco then became a mercantile com-
modity all over the kingdom, and continuec fo till the firft
of September 1721, During this fhort nterval, private
perfons laid in fuch a ftock, that, when it cane to be farm-
ed out again, it could be done but at a noderate price.
This coutract, which was the eleventh, was br nine years,
to commence on the firlk September 1721, and continue
to the firt O&ober 1730. The farmers vere to give
1,300,000 livres [ 154,160l 1308, 4d.] for the firft thirteen
months ; 1,808,c00 [7§,000l.] for the fwond year;
2,560,000 [106,666l. 13s. 4d.] for the third; and
3,000,000 [125,0c0l.] tor each of the lal fix ycars.
This agreement did not take place, becaufe the India com-
pany, to whom the government owed go,0mm,000 livies
[3,750,c051.] which had been depolited in the royal trea-
fury in 1717, demanded the farm of tobacco, which had
then been made over to them tor ever, and which, from
particular events, they had never yet enjoyed. Their pe-
tition was found to be juft, and they obtainid what they
fo warmly folicited.

They managed this farm themfelves, from the firft of
O&ober 1723, to the laft day of September 1730. The
produce during that fpace was 50,083,967 livres 11 fous
9 deniers [about 2,086,831l 18s. 10d.] which made
741545852 livres 10 fols 3 deniers [about 298,120l 17s.
1d.] ayear; out of this mult ke dedufted yearly



Bock 1y IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 121

3,042,963l 19s. 6d. [about 126,790l 4s. 2d.] for the
charges of preparing the land.

Thefe charges were fo enormous, that it was thought the
bufinefs, which grew every day more confiderable, would
be better in the hands of the farmers-general, who would
manage it at lefs expence by means of the clerks they em=
ployed for other purpofes. The company accordingly
farmed it for eight years, at the rate of 7,50c,000 livres
[312,500!.] for each of the firlt four years, and 8,000,000
[333,333l. 6s. 8d.] for each of the four lak. This con-
tratt was continued upon the fame teims till the month of
June 1747 ; and the king promiled to account with the
company for the increale of the produce, as foon as it
fhould be known and afcertained.

At this period, the king united the tobacco farm to his
other dutics, creating and alienating, for the ufe of the
company, an annuity of nine millions [375,000l7 for
ever, upon a capital of an hundred and eighty millions
[7,500,0e0l.] This large compenfation was thought to
be ‘due to them for the old debt of ninety millions
[3s750,c00l.] for the overplus of the profit upon the to-
bacco farm, from 1738 to 1747 ; and to indemnify them
for the expences of the negro trade, for the lofles they had
fuftained during the war, for their giving up the exclufive
privilege of the trade to St. Domingo, and for the lofs of
the ton duty, which had been fufpended ever fince the year
1731, Yet this compenfation has been thought inadequate
by fome of the proprictors, who have dilcovered, that ever
fince the year 1758, upwards of 11,700,000 pounds weight
of tobacco have been annually fold in the Kingdom at three
livres [2s. 6d.] a-pound, though it had becn bought for
twenty-feven livres [1l. 2s. 6d.] a-hundred.

The nation was of a very different opinion.  The direc-
tors, who prevailed upon government to acknowledge fo
large a debt, have been accufed of facrificing the intereft
of the public to that of a private fociety. A writer, who
in our days fhould examine whether this accufation were well
or ill grounded, would pafs for an idle man. Such a dife
cuffion would be altogether needlefs, fince every circums
ftance of this tranfa&tion has been made public. It will be
fufficient to obferve, that it was with the nine millions
[375.000l.] a-year, improperly facrificed by the flate,

Vol. 11, F
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that the company was enabled to anfwer the demand of
8,756,065 livres [ 364,836l 1cd.] with which it was charg-
ed, fo that the overplus remaining to them amounted to
about 244,000 livres [ 10,1661 138. 4d.] of net revenue.

It is true, they had private fimple-contra® debts to
the amount of 74,505,000 livres [3,104,3751.] but they
had in trade, in ftock, or in debts to call in, 70,733,000
livres [2,047,208). 6s. 8d.] It will be acknowledged, that
befide the difference in the value, there was alfo fome in the
nature of the fecurities. Accordingly, the government
muft have ¢xpeéted, that it would be obliged to fulfil the
engagements of the company. It has, however, faved ten
millions of livres [416,666l. 13s. 4d.] the claims of which
have been loft, or the claimants themfelves have unfortu-
nately perifhed in the revolutions that happen fo frequently
in Afia. The loffes that have been fuftained, refpeéting
what was due to the company in Europe, in America, and
in the Indies, have not been much more confiderable ; and if
the ifles of France and Bourbon were ever able to pay the
7,106,000 livres [296,089l. 6s. 8d.] they owe, the injury
upon this point would not have been of much confequence.

The only wealth of the company confifted, therefore, in
moveable and unmoveable effeéts, to the amount of about
twenty millions [833,333l. 6s. 8d.] and in the profpeét of
the extin&ion of the lite annuities, which in time mutt bring
in three millions [125,000l.] a-year. The actual value of
this article might be reckoned cqual to a clear capital of
thirty millions [1,250,000l]

Independent of thefe propertics, the company enjoyed
fome very beneficial rights. The exclufive fale of coffee
had been granted them ; but as public utility required that
au exception fhould be made in 1736, with regard to
coffee imported from the American iflands, they obtained,
by way of compenfation, a yearly fum of 50,000 livres
[2083l. 6s. 84.] which was always duly paid. Even the
privilege for Mocha coffee was cancelled in 1767, the go-
vernment having allowed the importation of that of the Le-
vant. The company obtained no indemnification on this
‘&ccount.

They had experienced a greater lofs the year before. In
1720 they had been invefted with the fole right of tranf-
pporting {laves to the American colonies. This fyftem foon
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appeared to be erroncous ; and it was agreed, that all the
merchants in the kingdom fhould be at liberty to carry on the
flave trade, upon condition of adding a piftole [16s. gd.]
per head to the thirteen livres [10s. 10d.] granted out of
the royal treafury. Suppofing that 15,000 negroes were
difpofed of every year in the Trench iflands, this made a
clear income of 345,0c0 livres [14,3751.] for the com-
pany. ‘This bounty, which was allowed them for a trade
they were not concerned in, was taken off in 1767, and
was made up to them by a more reafonable equivalent.

At the firft formation of the company, they had obtain-
ed a gratuity of 50 livres [2l. 1s. 8d.] upon every ton of
goods they fhould export, and of 75 livres [3l. 2s. 6d.]
upon every ton they fhould import from abroad. Them.
niftry, upon the fuppreflion of the bounty upon negroes,
increafed the gratuity upon every ton exported to 75 livres
[3l. 2s. 6d.] and upon every ton imported to 8o [3l. 6a.
8d.] If we rate both at 6000 tons a-year, we fhall find a
produce of above a million [ 41,666l 13s. 4d.] for the cam-
pany, including the 50,000 livres [2083l. Gs. 8d.] they
received upon the coffee.

While the income of the company remained entire, their
expences were leffened. By the edi&t of 1764, the iflauds
of France and Bourbon were become the property of the
government, which engaged to fortify and defend them.
By this arrangement the company was exonerated of two
millions [83,333l. 6s. BA.] a-year, without the leaft detri-
ment to the exclufive trade they enjoyed in thofe twe
iflands.

With all thefe feemingly-profperous circumflances, the
debts of the company were daily increafing, and it could
not poflibly have fupported itfelf without the affiftance
of government. But for fometime paft the council of
Lewis XV had appeared to be very indifferent about the
exiftence of that great body. At laft a decree wf council
was iffued, bearing date the 13th of Auguft 1769, by
which the king {ufpended the exclufive privilege of the
India company, and granted to all his fubje@s the liberty
of navigating and trading beyond the Cape of Good Hope,
However, in granting this unexpeéted freedom, the govern-
ment thought proper to lay it under fome reftraint. The
decree which opens this new tract to private navigators, re.

Iz
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quires them to provide themfelves with paffports, which
are to be given them gratis by the dire¢tors of the
India company. It obliges them to make their returns to
Port POrient, and nowhere elfe. 1t cftablithes a duty by
way of indulto on all goods imported from India ; which,
by a fecond decree of council, iffued on the fixth of Sep-
tember following, was fixed at five per cent. on all goods
coming from India and China, and at three per cent. upon
all commoditics of the growth of the iflands of France and
Bourbon, ’

The company Tue decrec of the r3th of Auguft, by
lofe all hopes of only fufpending the privilege of the com-
reviving thetr  pany, feemed to leave to the proprietors
trade, and cede  the power of refuming it: but as they
all their effects faw no probability of ever being able to
to government.  do this, they wifely determined to liqui-

date their concerns in fuch a manner, as to
fecure their creditors, and the rcmains of their own fore
tuncs.

For this purpofe they offered to give up to the king all
the company’s fhips, thirty in number ; all the warehoufes
and other buildings belonging to them at Port I’Orient and
in India; the property of their fattories, with the manu.
faGtures dependent on them ; all naval and military ftores ;
and, laltly, two thoufand four hundred and ffty flaves
which they had in the iflands,  All thefe articles were va-
Jued at thirty millions [1,250,0ccl.] by the proprietors,
who at the fame time demanded the payment of 16,500,000
livres (687,500l ] which were duc to them by the govern-
ment.

‘The king agreed to the propofal, but chofe to leflen the
purchafe-money : not that the effeéts weve not of fill great-
et value while they remained in the hands of the company ;
but beifiy made over to the government, they brought an
additional encumbrance upon it. So that, inftead of
46,500,000 livres, [1,937,500l.] which the proprietors
demanded, the prince, to clear all accounts with them,
created a perpetualannuity for theirbenefit,of 1,200,000livres
[50,c00l.] upon a capital of thirty millions [1,250,000l.]
‘The ediét for that purpofe was iffued in January, 1770.

This new contract the company mortgaged for twelve
millions [458,333L Gs. 8d.] which they borrowed upon life
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annuitics at ten per cent. and by a lottery in February fol-
lowing. This money was borrowcd to enable them to ful-
fil the engagements they had entered into when they under.
took the laft cxpeditions : but it was infufficient : fo that,
finding themfclves utterly unable to raife more, the propric-
tors, at their meeting on the 7th April 1770, made over
their whole property to the king, except the capital that
had been mortgaged to the proprietors of the (hares.

The principal articles comprifed in this ceffion, confifted
in the abolition of 4,2¢0,c00 livres [175,000l.] in life an-
nuitics ; in that part of the contract of nine millions
[375,000L.] which excecdod the capital of the fhares; in
the hotel of Paris; in the India goods expefted home in
1770 and 1771, fuppofed to be worth 26,0c0,0c0 of
livres [1,833,333L 0s. 84.] and, laftly, in threc or four
millions [about 150,co0l. upon an average] of debts, to be
called in from debtors either folvent or infolvent, in Iadia,
in the ifles of France and Bourbon, and at San Domingo.
The proprictors engaged at the fame time to furnith the
king with a fum of 14,768,000 livres [615,333l. 6s. 8d.]
to be raifed by way of a call, which was fixed at 400 livres
[16l 13s. 4d.7 per fhare. ‘The government, in accepting
thefe feveral offers, engaged, on their part, to pay all the
perpetual and life annuities which the company was bound
to pay ; all their other engagements, amounting to about
forty-five millions [1,875,000l.] all the penfions and half
pays granted by the company, amounting to 80,000 livres
[3,333]. 6s. 8d.] a-year ; and laflly, to ftand all the charges
and rifks attending a liquidation that mufl neceflurily con-
tinue fome years.

The capital of each thare, which, by the edi& of Auguft
1764, had been fixed at 1500 livies (66l 13s. 44,7 bearing
an intereft of 8o livees [3l. 6s. 8d.] the king now raifed to
2500 livres [ 1041, 13s. 4d.] bearing an interelt of 25 livres
L5l 4s. 2d.] a-year. "T'he new intereft was made fubje&t
to a deduétion of a tenth, and it was agreed that this de-
duction fhould be annually appropriated to the paying off
the fhares by lot, on the footing of their capital of 2500
livres [ 1041, 133, 4d.] fo that theintereft on the fhares thus
paid off, would increafe the finking fund till the whole of
the thaies was finally liquidated.

Thefe refpective conditions are recorded in a decree of.

Fj



126 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Bock 17

council of the 8th of April, including a report of the de-
Yiberations holden the day before in a general meeting of
the proprietors, and confirmed by letters patent, bearing
date the 22d of the fame month. In confequence of thefe
agreements, the call has been paid, a {ufliciency for the re-
imburfement of the fhares, to the number of two hundred
and twenty, has been taken out every year, and the fimple-
contraét debts of the company have been pun@ually paid
when they became due.

From all thefe particulars, it is no eafy matter to form
an idea of the a&ual mode of exiftence of the India com-
pany, and of the lcgal ftate of the trade they carried on.
"This company, which at prefent has no property, no bufi-
nefs, no objeét, cannet however be confidered as being en-
tirely deftroyed, fince the proprictors have referved the joint
ftock that was mortgaged for their fhares ; and that they
have a common cheft, and deputies to fuperintend their in-
terefts. On the other hand, their charter has been fuf-
pended; but it is only [ufpended, and is not included among
the articles which the company has ceded to the king. The
law by which it was granted is flill in force ; and the fhips
that are fitted out for the Indian feas, cannot fail without a
permiffion in the name of the company. So that the freedom
which has been granted is but a precaiious onc ; and if the
proprictors ﬂlouilgd offer to refume their trade, with a fuffi-
cient ftock to carry it on, they would have an undoubted
right to do it without any new law to empower them. But
except this nominal right, which in fa& is much the fame
as if it did not exift, as the proprietors are not in a condi-
tion to exercife it, all their other rights, properties, and
faQories, are now in the hands of government,

Neverthelefs, the voyages to India have been ftill conti-
nued, although the fyltem of policy had not previoufly
paved the way for the free trade that was to fucceed the mo-
nopoly. If {ound principles had been followed, before the
new mode of trading had been attempted, it would have
been neceffary to fubftitute, infeulibly, and by degrees, the
private merchants to the company. They fhould have been
enabled to acquire knowledge upon the different branches
of a trade with which they were yet unacquainted. They
thould have been allowed time to form conneétions in the
factories, They fhould have been encouraged, and as it
were, conduted in the firft expeditions.
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This want of forefight mult be one of the principal
caufes which have retarded the progrefsof the free trade,
and which perhaps have prevented it from being lucrative
when it became more extenfive : its tranfactions have been
carried on in thofe fafories which were previoufly occupied
by the monoptlizing company. Lct us take a curfory view
of thofe {ettlements, beginning with Malabar.

BerwEeew the provinces of Canara and  Prefent flate of
Calicut, lies a diltri& which extends the French upon
eighteen leagues along the coalt, and  the coaft of Ma-
feven or eight leagues at moft in the in-  /Jabar.
land parts. 'The country, which is very .
unequal, abounds with pepper and cocoa trees. It is divid-
ed into feveral lefs diftri@ts, fubjet to as many Indian lords,
who are all vaffals to the houfe of Colaftry. The head of
this bramin family is always to confine his whole attention
to what concerns the worthip of the gods. It would be
beneath his dignity to ftoop to profane matters; and the
reigns of government are given to his neareft relation. The
country is divided into two provinces. In the largeft,
called the Irouvenate, is the factory of Tellicherry, where
the Englith purchafe annually fiftecen hundred weight of
pepper; and the faltory of Cananor, which the %utch
have lately fold for about 250,000 livres [ 10,4161, 138.4d.]
becaufe it was an encumbrance to them.

The fecond province, called Catenate, extends but five
leagues along the coaft. Here the French were called in
by the natives in 1722, with a view to engage them to at
againft the Englith; but an accommodation having taken
place, and made their afliftance unneceffary, they were
torced to relinquith a poft where they promifed themfelves.
fome advantages. Fired with refentment and ambition,
they returned in greater numbers in 1725, and cftablifhed
themfelves, fword in hand, on the mouth of the river Mahé.
Notwithftanding this a& of violence, they obtained of the
prince, who governed that diftri€t, an exclufive right to the
pepper trade.  This favour was fo great an advantage to
them, that it gave rife to a colony of 6000 Indians, who
cultivated 6350 cocoa trees, 3967 areka, and 7762 pepper
trees. Such was the ftate of this fettlement, when thre
Englith made themfelves mafters of it in 1760.

Fq
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The fame fpirit of deftruétion that they had fhewn in all
their conquefls, influenced them at Mahé.  Their intention
was to pull down the houfes and difperfe the inhabitants.
The fovereign of that country diffuaded them from their
purpofe.  All was fpared, except the fortifications. When
the French returned to their fadtory, they found every
thing much in the fame condition as they had left it.

Mahé is furrounded with hills, on which were ereled
five forts, that no longer exift. Thefe works were tao
numerous, though fome precautions are abfolutely neccffary.
It is not proper to be perpetually expofed to the depreda-
tions of the Nayers, who have formerly attempted to plun-
der and deftroy the colony, and who might poflibly have
1hll the famc intentions, in order to put themfclves under
the prote@ion of the Englith at Tellicherry, which is but
three miles diflant from Mahé.

Befide the pofts requifite to fecure the place itfelf, it is
very ncceffary to fortify the entrance of the river. Since
the Marattas have got ports of their own, they infeft the
fea about Malabar with their piracies. Thofe banditti
even attempt to land wherever they think there is fome
booty to be got. Mahé would not be fecure from their at-
tacks, if it contained money or commodities to tempt thém.

The French might make themfelves ample amends for
any expences they fhould incur, if they did but carry on
their trade with {pirit and fkill. Their faGtory is the beft
fituated for the pepper trade ; and the country would afford
2,5c0,000 pounds weight of that commodity., What
could not be confumed in Europe mfght be fold in China,
on the Red fea, and at Bengal. A pound of pepper
would coft them twelve fous [6d.] and they would fell it
fur twenty-five or thirty [about 1s. 2d. on an average. ]

This advantage, confidcrable as it is, would be increafed
by the profits upon European goods which would be car-
ricd over to Mahé.  Thofe who are beft acquainted with
that falory are of opinion, that it will be an eafy matter
to difpofe of 400,0co weight of iron, 200,008 of lead,
25,000 of copper, 2000 firclocks, zo,coo weight of gun-
powder, 5o anchors or grapplings, 50 bales of cloth, 50,000
ells of fail-cloth, a good quantity of quickfilver, and about
200 cafks of wine or brandy, for the I'rench fettled in the
colony, or for the Englifh in the neighbourhood.  Thefe
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feveral articles together would produce at leaft 384,000
livres [16,c00l.] of which 153,600 [6400l.] would be
clear gain, allowing the profit to be 40 per cent. Another
advantage attending this circulation is, that there would
always be a flock in the factory, which would enable them
to purchafe the produtions of the country in the {eafons of
the year when they are cheapeft.

The greateft obftacle to trade is the cuftom-houfe efta-
blifhed in the colony. This troublefome duty belongs to
the fovcreign of the country, and has always been a fubject
of contention.  The Englifh of Tellicherry, who laboured
vnder the fame grievance; have found means to prevent all
difputes about thefe duties, by paying a certain yearly fum
as an cquivalent.  The French might do the fame; but
they cannot expect that the prince would agree to it, un-
lefs they previoufly pay him the 46,353 rupees, or 111,247
livres 4 fols [46351 6s.] which he has lent; and unlefs
they no longer refufe him the tribute ftipulated for the
Benetit of living peaceably upon his territories,  Matters .
cannot be fo eaiily adjufted at Bengal.

France has engaged, by the treaty of Prefent flate of
(763, to ercét no fortifications, and keep the French at-
10 troops, in that rich and extenfive coun-  Bengal.
try. The Englith, who are fovercigns
there, will not fuffer the French to deviate from what they
have required. Confequently Chandernagore, which be-
fove the lalt war reckoned 63,000 fouls, and has now but
23,000, is, and always-will be, entirely an open place.

To this misfortune of a precarions fituation, may be
added injuries and hardfhips of every kind. Not fatished
with the pofleffion of unlimited authority, the Englith have.
been guilty of the molt fcandalous enormities. They have
infulted the French in their work-thops; feduced their
workmen ; cut the linens.off of the lovms; infifted that -
the manufaéturers fhould do no work but for them in the
three beflt months of the year; and that their own ladings
fhould be picked out and completed before any thing was
removed out of the work-fhops. The {cheme which the
French and Dutch had contrived together, of making an
exalt eftimate of the number of weavers, taking only half.
between them, and leaving the reft to th% Englifh, has been:

5
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confidered as an infult, That ruling nation have proceed-
ed fo far as to declurs, that they would have their fadtors
buy the goods even 1n Chandernagore ; and the French
have been forced to fubmit to this hiardthip, or they would
have been excluded fiom every market in Bengal. Tn a
word, they have fo much abufed the unjuft right of vi&tory,
that a philofopher might be tempted to with for the ruin of
their liberty, were not the people infinitely more oppreflive
and cruel under the government of one man, than uuder «
government tempered by the influence of many.

As long as things remain upon the prefent footing in
that opulent part of Afia, the Irench will meet with pei-
petual hardfhips and mortifications, and thercfore no folid
and lafting advantage can accrue to trade, They would
be refcued from this difgrace, if they could exchange Chao-
dernagore for Chatigau.

Chatigan is fituated on the confines of Arracan. The
Portuguefe, who in the days of their prolperity, endea-
voured to get all the important pofis in India into their
own hands, made a confiderable eftablifhment at that place.
Thofe who were fettled there threw off the yoke of their
native country, when it became a part of the Spanith domi-
nions, choofing rather to turn pirates than to be flaves.
They long infefted the neighbouring coafts and feas with
their depredations. At laft they were attacked by the
moguls, who raifed a colony upon their ruins, powerful
‘enough to prevent any inroads which the people of Arra-
can and Pegu might be terupted to make into Bengal.
This place then funk into obfcurity, till 1758, when the
Englith arrived and fettled there.

The climate is healthy, the waters excellent, and provi-
fions are in great plenty; the landing is caly, and the
anchorage fafe. The continent, and the ifland of Sondiva,
make a tolerable harbour. The rivers Barrumputri and
Etki, which are branches of the Ganges, or at lealt com.
muynicate with it, greatly facilitate commercial operations.
If Chatigan be further diftant from Patna, Caflimbuzar,
and fome other markets, than the European colonies on
the river Hughly, it is nearer to Jogdia, Dacca, and all the
manufaltures of the lower river. It is a matter of no con-
fequence, whether fhips. of burden can or capnot enter the
Ganges on that fide, as the inland navigation is never cag-
vied on but with boats.
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Though the knowledge the LEnglifh had of thefe ad-
vantages had determined them to feize upon Chatigan, we
are inclined to think they would have given it up at the
laft peace, to get rid of the French and remove them from
a place which lies too near their own fettlements, and which
long habit had endeared to them. We even prefume, that
at Chatigan, the Englifh would have defited from thofe-
conditions they required at Chandernagore, which ftamp a
difgrace upon the pofleflors, more detrimental to the fchemes
of commerce than it is poffible to conceive. T'rade is a.
free profeffion. The fea, the voyages, the rifk, and the
viciffitudes of fortune, all infpire a-love of indcpendence.
"This gives life and [pirit to trade, which, when confined,.
languithes, and is loft..

The prefent opportunity is, perhaps, a favourable one,
to think of the exchange we propefe. The fortifications
which the Englith had begun to ere& at Chatigan having
been thrown down by frequent earthquakes, they feem to
have taken a diflike to a place for which they had fhewn
fome predileGtion.  As to the French, this.inconvenience,.
great as it is, would be preferable to that of living in a
defencelefls town, It is better ta ftrive againft nature than
againft men, and to be expofed to the fhocks of the garth
than to the infults of nations. 'The French, though re-
ftrained at Bengal, fortunately meet with fome compen-
fation, in having a better fituation on the coaft of Coro.-
mandel.

To the north of that very extenfive Prefent fituation Zf ‘
coaft, they poffels Yanam, in the pro- the Erench upon the
vince of Rajahmandry. This fatory, tozyl of Coroman»
which has no land belonging to it, del.
and is fituated nine miles from the
mouth of the river Ingerom, was formerly a-very flourifhs -
ing one. From miftaken motives. it was negleéted about
the year 1748. It would, however, afford goods to the
value of 4 or 500,000 livres [from 16,666l 13s. 4d. to
20,833l 6s. 8d.] as the cotton manufadures are very con=-
fiderable in that neighbourhood, and the cottons remark-
ably fine and geod. It has been found by experience to.
be a good market for difpofing of European cloth. The-
trade of this place would be more lucrative, if they were:
E6 ‘
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not obliged to fhare the profit with the Englith, who have
a {mall fettlement within two miles of the French.

The competition is much more detrimental to their in-
tereft at Mafulipatnam. 'I'he French, who formerly were
malters of the whele town, but have nothing left now
cxcept the factory they had before 1749, cannot poflibly
contend with the Englifh, who make them pay duty for all
their imports and exports, and enjoy befides all the favour
in their own trade which fovereignty can command. Things
being thus chicumftanced, the French confine their dealings
to the purchafe of fome tine handkerchiefs and other calli-
coes, to the amount of 150,000 livres [6250l.] It is far
otherwilc at Karical. .

This town, fituated in the kingdom of Tanjour, on one
of the branches of the Colcroon, which will ‘bear fhips of
150 tons burden, was ceded to the company in 1738, by
a dethroned king, who was in want of protection. Having
been reftored before he had fulfilled his engagements, he
retralted the gift he had made. A nabob attacked the
place with hLis army, and in 1739 gave it up to the French,
who were in friendfhip with him. Soon after this, the
ungrateful and perfidious prince was ftrangled by the in-
trigues of his uncles ; and his fucceffor, who had inherited
his enemies with his throne, being defirous of obtaining the
friendfhip of a powerful nation, confirmed them in their
pofleflion. The Englifh took the place in 1760, and blew
up the fortifications. It was afterwards reftored to the
French, who returned thither in 1765.

In its prefent ftate, Karical is an open place, which may
contain 15,000 inhabitants, moft o? them employed in
weaving ordinary handkerchiefs and cottons, for the wear
of the natives. The territory belonging to it, which has
been confiderably increafed by the conceflions which the
king of Tanjour made in 1749, is now once more what it
was at firlt, two leagues in length, and one league in the
broadelt part. It is compofed of fifteen hamlets, of which
one only deferves our notice 5 this is called Tirumale- Ray-
enpatnam, and contains no lefs than 25,000 fouls. The
inhabitants weave and paint perfians that are tolorably fine,
fit for Batavia and the Philippine iflands.  The coolies and
mohammedans have finall veflels, with which they trade
to Ceylon, and along the coaft.
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France may draw annually from this fettlement, two
hundred bales of cottons or handkerchiefs fit for Europe,
and a large quantity of rice for the fubfiftence of her other
colonies.

All goods bought at Karical, Yanam, and Mafulipatnam,
are carried to Pondicherry, the chief fettlement of the
French in India.

This town, which rofe from fuch fmall beginnings, in
time became a great, powerful, and famous city. The
ftreets, which are all ftraight, and moft of them broad, are
lined with two rows of trces, which keep them cool even in
the heat of day. The moft remarkable public edifices are
a mofque, two pagodas, two churches, and the governor’s
houle, which is reckoned the mofl magnificient building in
the eaft. A {mall citadel had been conflru@ed in the year
1504 ; but it is of no ufe, fince houfes have been allowed
to be built all round it. To fupply the lofs of this de-
fence, three fides of the town had been fortified with a
rampart, a ditch, baltions, and a glacis, which was unfinifh-
ed m fome places. The road was defended by fome bat-
teries judicioufly placed. :

‘The town, which was full a league in circumference,
contained 70,000 inhabitants, of which 4000 were Euro.
peans, Meitees, or Topafles, There were at moft 10,0c0
mohammedans ; the reft were Indians, 15,000 of whom
were chriftians, and the cthers of feventeen or eighteen dif-
ferent cafts or tribes.  Three villages, dependent on the
town, might contain 10,c00 fouls.

Such was the ftate of the colony, when the Englith made
themfelves mafters of it in the beginning of the year 1761,
utterly deftroyed it, and turned out the inhabitants, Others
may, perhaps, examine whether the barbarous right of wer
could juftify fuch enormities. et us turn away our eyes
from {o many cruelties committed by a free, magnanimous,
and enlightened nation ; and coufider only the refolution
France has taken to reftore Pondicherry to its former
fplendour.  LEvery thing coucurs to jullify the wifdom of
this choice.

This town, like all others on the coaft of Coromandel,
has no harbour, but it has a much more commodious road,
The fhips can anchor clofe to-the fhore, under the cannon
of the fortifications, Its territory, which is three leagues



134 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS ANR TRADE Buck 17,

long and one league broad, is nothing more thzn a barren
fand-bank on the fea coaft ; but the greateft part is fit for
the culture of rice, vegetables, and a root called chayaver,
which is ufed in dying. Two fmall rivers that crofs the
country, but arc not navigable, afford excellent water for
the fame purpofe, particularly for the blue dye. 'Three
miles from the town is a hill, which rifes a hundred toifes
above the level of the fea, and is a guide to fhips at the
diftance of feven or cight leagues; which is a very con.
fiderable advantage upon fo flat a coaft. At the top of
this hill is a very large body of water, that has been col-
le&ting for ages, and, after refrefhing and fertilizing a fpa-
cious territory, flows down to water the grounds about
Pondicherry. Lalflly, the colony is faveurably fituated
for the reception of provifions and merchandize from the
Carnatic, the kingdoms of Myfore and Tanjour.

Such were the important reafons which determined
France to rebuild Pondicherry. As foon as her agents
appeared on the 11th of April 1765, the unfortunate In-
dians, who had been difperfed by the calamities of war,
and by political intrigues, flocked thither in great num-
bers. By the beginning of the year 1770, there were
27,000 who had rebuilt their ruined houfes. They are all
brought up in the idea, that no man can be happy who
does not die in the very place where he firft faw the light..
This prejudice, fo pleafing to them, and which it may be-
{o ufeful to keep up, will undoubtedly make them all re-
turn, as foon as the town is inclofed.

This defign was fet on foot fome years after the French:
had rcgaineg poffeflion of the place. No other idea was
then entertained with regard to building upon a fandy foil,
‘where the foundations muft neceffarily be laid in.the water,.
than that of a fortification raifed fur puits, a very expenfive
kind of work, and to which there 1s, as it were, no end.
M. Bourcet preferred the ereting of it upon forelands,.
with a revétement (or outward coating) of no thicknefs,
floping to two fifths of its height, and fupported by a ram-
part of wet earth, well beat and compaéged. Thele fore-
lands had been formerly employed in the conftrytion of
the walls furrounding the place: but the foundation of the
walls which fupported them had not been laid fufficiently:
deep to prevent the finking that would have been pras:«

4
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duced by the running off of the fands which might have
clcaped from under thefe foundations; an advantage
which the new mode of conftruétion was far from having.
U;;on this bad plan a thoufand toifes of revétement were
raifed.

No fooner were the miniftry in Europe informed of the
defe@s of thefe works, than they fent M. Defclaifons, a
man diltinguifhed in the corps of engineers by his probity
and talents. This fkilful engineer did not adopt either the
fortifications fur puits, or thofe on forelands with revéte-
mens floping to two fifths of their height. He began his
work in 1770, and completed in feven months an extent.
of fix hupdred and thirty-fix toifes ; with ten feet of net
mafoury above the foundation, which was laid at the loweft
point where it was poffible to drain off the waters, His
mafonry was folid, and his revétement eonftruted according
to the rules of the greateft mafters.

The {pirit of intrigue, which then carried every thing at
Verfailles, occafioned M. Defclaifons to be recalled, and
he was fuceeded by the fame engineer whofc works had fo
jultly been cenfured.  This man had recourfe to his former
method, although every thing he had done before was al-
ready cracked ; and he executed a new extent of fortifica-
tion of cight hundred toifes, which fell to pieces in the
fame manuer as the former.

The voice of reafon, which will fometimes make itfelf
be heard, prevailed upon the government to apply again to
M. Defclaifons in 1775. He was defired to undertake the
completion of the works of Pondicherry, but at the fame
time to keep the fortifications that were already ereted.
"This mode of proceeding was too repugnant to found prin-
ciples for him to accede to it ; and he judged it indifpen-
fably neceflary to facrifice every thing that had been ex-
ecuted contrary to the rules of the art.  He demonftrated,
that the works ereéted upon forelands were improper both
for defence and duration ; that the inclined revétemens could
not fail of breaking either horizontally or vertically ; that
a wall placed before the forelands muft neceffarily make
them decay, and might occafion the finking and deftru&ion.
of the revétemens themfelves. * His opinion was, that it was
proper to defend Pondicherry according to the methods
pra&tifed in Lurope; and that an inclofure with fimple
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baftions and a few out-works was fufficient. The ex-
pences of this fortification were to amount to five millions
of livres [208,333l. 6s. 8d.] T'his reafoning, though not
controverted, was not acceded to; and the place remained’
defencelefs, or in a flate of weaknefs and ruin, which is
every day increafing.

The French factories in India, in their prefent flate, do
not produce more than 2oc,000 livres [8,333l. Gs. 8d.]
while they coft more than 2,000,000 of livres [83,333l..
6s. 8d.] every year. This is a very confiderable facrifice,
and yet it is lefs than what is required for the prefervation
of the ifles of France and Bourbon, which are not in fo
flourifthing a flate &£ they were expeted to have been.

Ifle of Bourbon,  Bourbon is 6o miles in length, and 45 in

breadth ; but nature has rendered ufelefsthe
greateft pait of this extenfive fpace. Three inacceffible peaks,
which are 1600 toifes high; a dreadful volcano, the environs
of which are always burnt up ; uumberlefs ravines, of fo
fteep a defcent that it is impoffible to clear the foil ; moun-
tains, the fummit of which 1s conttantly. arid ; coafts in ge-
neral covered with ftones: thefe are fo many natural and
unfurmountable obftacles to a cultivation of any extent.
Mott of the lands, even which can be cultivated, are flop-
ing ; and it is not uncommon to fec the beft-founded ex-
pe&ations fruftrated by torrents.

A beautiful fiy, a pure air, a delicious climate, and
wholefome waters, have, however, collected in the ifland a
population of fix thoufaud three hundred and forty white
men, well-made, ftrong, courageous, and diftributed in nine
parithes, of which that of St. Dennis is the principal.
"I'hefe men, a few years ago, were celebrated for a fpirit of
candour, equity, and moderation, worthy of the primitive
ages. The war of 1756 ?oduced fome little alteration in-
their charater, without affe€ting materially their morals.

Thefe virtues were the more remarkable, as they {prang-
up and were maintained in the midft of fix-and-twenty
thoufand one hundred and feventy-five {laves, according to
the calculation made in 1776.

At the fame period, the colony reckoned feven-and-fifty
thoufand eight hundred and fifty-eight auimals, not one of
which was devoted to agriculture. Excepting two thoufand,
cight hundred and ninety-onc horfes, which were employed .
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for different purpofes, the reflt were entirely deftined for
fubfiftence.

In this year, the produce of the harveft rofe to five mil-
lions four hundred and forty-one thoufand twenty-five quin-
tals of corn; to three millions one hundred and ninety-one
thoufand four hundred and forty tons of rice; to twenty-
two millions four hundred and fixty-one thoufand eight
hundred tons of maize; and to two millions five hundred
and fifteen thoufand one hundred and ninety tons of pulfe.
Moft of thefe producions were confumed in Bourbon 1tfelf ;
the reft fupplied fubfiftence to the ifle of France.

"The colony cultivated for the mother-country eight mil-
lions four hundred and ninety-three thoufand coffee plants,
the fruit of which is of the beft kind next to that of Ara-
bia. Each of thefe trees yielded originally near two pounds
of coffce. This produce is diminithed by three-foutths,
fince the cultivation has been carried on in an open country,
fince the planters have been under a neceflity of growing
their trees in an exhaufted foil, and fince the infedts have
attacked them.

The court of Verfailles will never attend to the improve-
ment of a colony, Where fteep fhores, and a fea violently
agitated, render the navigation always dangerous, and often
imprafticable. It were rather to be wifhed that it might
be abandoned, becaule it is a powerful attra&tion to fome
men, and to fome exertions, which fhould rather be all con-
centrated in the ifle of France, which is only five-and-thirty
lcagues diftant from it. .

Accorping to the obfervationsof the Abbé  Prefent flate
de la Caille, this other pofleflion meafures of the ifle of
thirty-one thoufand eight hundred and ninety  Fraace.
toiles in its greateft diameter ; twenty-two
thoufand one hundred and twenty-four in its greatelt
breadth 5 and four hundred and thirty-two thoufand fix
hundred and eighty acres of fuperficics.  Numbers of
mountains are to be {een in it; not one of which is more
than four Lundred and twenty-four toifes high, Although
the {oil be in all parts covered with ftones of a greater or
lefs fize, {o that it cannot be tilled with the plough, but
mult be worked with the fpade, it is neverthelefs fit for
mauy things,  Though more fuperficial and lefs fertile
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than that of Bourhon, it is more gencrally fufceptible of
cultivation.

This ifland for a long time engaged the fpeculation, ra-
ther than the induftry of its pofleffors ; they wafted their
time in conjeftures concerning the ufe it might be put to.

Some were inclined to make a mart of it, where all In-
dia goods (hould centre. They were to be brought thither
on India bottoms, and then fhipped on board French vef-
fels, which were never to go any further. A double ad-
vantage evidently arofe from this {cheme ; firft, the expences
were leflened, as both the pay and maintenance of India
failors is very trifling ; and, fceondly, the fhips crews were
better preferved, for thefe were fometimes deftroyed by the
length of the voyage alone, and ftill more frequently by the
climate, efpecially in Arabia and at Bengal. This plan
met with no fupport. It was feared that the company
would fall into contempt, ualefs they difplayed, in thefe dif-
tant latitudes, a naval force {ufficient to infure refpect.

Others, agreeahly to a new {yftem which engaged their
attention, were of opinion that the inhabitants of the ifle of
France thould be allowed to trade to India, which they had
never yet been fuffered to do.  The fupporters of this fyf-
tem maintained, that the propofed freedom would prove an
abundant fource of wealth to the colony, and confequently
to the mother-country. But the ifland was then in want
of both veffels and fpecic : it had no articles for exporta.
tion, nor means of confumption. For all thefe reafons, the
experiment proved unfuccefsful, and it was refolved that
the ifland fhould be eatirely confined to agriculture,

This new regulation gave rife to freth miftakes. Men
were fent from the mother-country to the colony, who nei-
ther underftood hufbandry, nor were accuftomed to labour.
The lands were diftributed at a venture, and without diftin-

uithing what was to be cleared from what did not want it,
%[oney was advanced to the planters, not in proportion to
their induftry, but to the intereft they could make with the
government. The company, who got cent. per cent. upon
the commodities the colony drew from Europe, and fifty
per cent. upon thofe that were fent in from India, required
that the produce of the country fhould be dclivered into
their warehoufes at a very low price. To complete the
misfortunes of the colony, the company, who had kept all
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the power in their own hands, broke their engagements
they had entered into with their fubje@s, or rather with
their flaves.

Uuder fuch an adminiftration, no improvements could be
expefted. Difcouragement threw moft of the colonifts in-
to a ftate of inaction. Thofe who had fome fhare of in-
duftry remaining, were either in want of the means that
lead to profperity, or were not fupported by that ftrength
of mind which enables men to furmount the difficulties al-
ways attending upon new fettlements. Thofle who had an
opportunity of feeing and oblerving the agriculture of the
ifle of France, found it little better than what they had
feen among the favages.

In 1764, the government took the colony under its own
immediate controul. From that period, to 1776, a popu-
lation has been fucceflively formed there of fix thoufand
three hundred and eighty-fix white men, including two
thoufand nine hundred and fifty-five foldiers ; of eleven hun-
dred and nincty-nine free negroes, and of twenty-five thou-
fand one hundred and fifty-four flaves. The cattle on the
ifland has alfo been increafed to twenty-five theufand three
hundred and fixty-feven.

The coffee tree has employed a confiderable number of
planters ; but the hurricanes that have fuceceded each other
with extreme rapidity, have prevented any advantage being
derived from thefe plantations. The foil itfelf, which is in
general ferruginous and of little depth, feems improper for
this culture. It might therefore, with reafon be doubted,
whether it would fucceed here, if even the government had
not endeavoured to check it, by the duties that have beea
laid on the coffee at its going out of the ifland, and at its
centrance in France.

Three fugar plantations have been eftablifhed, and thefe
are fufficient for the wants of the colony.

No more than forty thoufand weight of cotton has yet
been gathered. This laft commodity is of a good kind,
and every thing promifes an increafe of it. )

The camphor, the aloes, the cocoa tree, the agallochum,
the fago, the cardamom, the cinnamon tree, and many other
vegetables proper to Afia, which have been naturalized in
tpeﬁiﬂand, will probably always remain objects of meve cum
riofity. .
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Some iron mines had been difcovered a long time; but
it has been found neceflary to abandon thefe, becaufe they
could not fupport the competition of thofe in Europe.

It is well known, that for thefe two hundred years, the
Dutch have been enriching themfelves by the fale of cloves
and nutmegs. To fecure to themfelves the exclulive trade
of thefe articles, they have deltroyed or enflaved the nation
that was in pofleflion of thofle fpices; and, left the price of
them fhould fall, even in their own hands, they have rooted
up moft of the trecs, and have frequently burnt the fruit of
thofe they had preferved.

This barbarous avidity, which has {o often excited the
indignation of other nations, fo ftrengly cxafperated Mr.
Poivre (who had travelled all over Afia as a naturalift and
a philofopher), that he availed himfelf of the authority he
was intrufted with in the ifle of France, and fent men into
the leaft-frequented parts of the Moluccas, to fearch for
what avarice had for fo long a time withholden from the
relt of the world. The labours of thofe intrepid and faga-
cious navigators, in whom he had confided, were crowned
with fuccels.

On the 27th of June 1770, they brought to the ifle of
France 450 nutmeg, and 70 clove trees; 10,000 nutmegs,
either growing, or ready to grow; and a cheft of cloves,
feveral of which were fprung up. T'wo years after this,
another importation was made, much more confiderable than
the former. .

Some of thefe precious plants were carried to the iflands
of Seychelles, of Bourbon, and of Cayenne ; but the greater
part of them remained in the ifle of France. All thole
which were diftributed among private perfons perithed.
The care of the moft fkilful botaniits, the moft conflant at-
tention, and the molt confidcrable expences, could not pre-
ferve, even in the king’s garden, more than fifty-cight vut-
meg, and thirty-eight clove trees.  In the month of Octo-
ber 1775, two of thele laft bore flowers, which were chang-
ed into fruit the next year. That which we have feen 1s
{inall, dry, and meagre. If they are not improved by a
long naturalization, the Dutch will only have had a falfe
alarm, and they will remain immutably the malters of the
fpice trade.

Sound policy has given another deftination to the ifle of
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France. The quantity of corn there muft be increafed;
and the crops of rice extended by a more judicious diftri-
bution of the waters: it is equally importaut to attend to
the multiplying of the cattle, and to the improvement of
the breed.

Thele objeéts of firlt neceflity were for a long time in-
confiderable, although it was an ealy matter to form paftur.
ages, and although the foil yielded twenty for one. Only
a few years ago it was {uggefted to the government, to buy
up, at a geod price, all the grain which the planters might
have to fell ; and at this period the havveflts were increafed.
If this plan be uninterruptedly followed, the colony will
foon furnifh provifions for its inhabitants, for the navigators
that may frequent its roads, and for the armies and fleets
which circumitances will fooner or later bring there. Then
this ifland will be what it thould, the bulwark of all the fet-
tlements which France poflefles, or may one day acquire, in
the Indies; the centre of all military operations, offenfive
or defenfive, which her intereft will oblige her to undertake,
or to fuftain, in thefe diltant regions.

It is fituated in the African feas, juft at the entrance
of the Indian ocean. Though raifed as high asarid or
burning coalts, it is temperate and wholefome. As it
lies a little out of the common track, its expeditions can be
carried on with greater fecrcey.  Thofe who with it was
nearer to our continent, do not confider that, if it were fo,
it would be impoflible to pafs w a fhort time from its road
to the gulfs in the molt diftant of thefe regions, which is an
ineftimable advantage to a nation that has no fea-port in
India. )

Great Britain fecs, with a jealous eye, her rivals poflefled
of afettlement where the ruin of her property in Afia may
Le prepared. At the Lreaking out of a war, her utmoit
efforts will certainly be exerted againft a colony that threat-
ens her richeft treafures,  What a misfortune for France,
fhould fhe fuffer herfelf to be deprived of it !

Yt what have we not to fear, when we fee that to thig
day no care has been taken for the defence of this ifland ;
that the means for this purpofe have always been wanting ,
or mifapplied ; that the court of Verfailles, from year to
year, has waited for the difpatches of the dire&ors to come
to a determination on this point, juft as one would wait for

3
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the-return of a courier from the frontiers ; and that even at
the time we are writing, there is ftill perﬂaps a difpute, re-
fpe&ting the kind of prote€tion which it is moft expedient to
adopt for a {ettlement of this importance.

It is the general opinion of feamen, that the fecurity of
the ifle of France muit depend entirely on the naval forces :
but they acknowledge, that thele forces cannot fulfil this
intention, till they have been fheltered from thofe hurricanes,
fo frequent and {o terrible, which prevail in thefe latitudes
from the month of December to that of April. A great
number of merchantmen have indeed been loft, and whole
fquadrons have received fo much injury, evenin Port Louis,
the only one to which feamen at prefent refort, that too
wiuch labour cannot be beftowed in guarding againft thefe
dreadful events. For a long time, the government paid little
attention to this important obje@. It has at length deter-
mined to dig a large harbour in this road, in the comfort-
able hope that fhips of all dimenfions may one day find a
fafe afyrum here.

This bufinefs cannot be pufhed on with too much expe-
dition ; but fuppofing it executed with every poffible fuc-
cefs, the maritime forces would flill be infufficient for the
defence of the colony. The ftate will never fubjeét itfelf
to the expence of maintaining conftantly a ftationary fqua-
dron in thefe latitudes ; and it is poffible that the ifland may
be attacked in the abfence of the fleet, which may alfo be
be deftroyed by ficknefs, or by a ftorm.  Let it be a ftrong
or a weak one, it ftill runs the rifk of being beaten ; and
even if it were vi€torious, an opportunity may have been
feized of landing troops during the a&ion. Thefe troops
would immediately march on to the port, and would make
themfelves mafters of it, as well as of the viGorious fhips,
which might have taken fhelter there in order to refit. By
this manceuvre, which is a very fimple one, a valuable fet-
tlement would fall, without firiking a blow, into the hands
of an enterprifing and fkilful enemy. Thele apprehenfions,
which are well founded, argue the neceflity of fortifications.

Some engineers have imagined, that batteries judicioufly
difpofed along the coaft, would be fufficient to prevent the
befiegers from landing. But fince it has been afcertained
that the ifland is acceflible to boats in the greateft part of
its circumference, that even in {everal places, a defeent could
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be effe@ed by force under the prote&ion of the men of
war, this plan has been relinquithed. It has been under-
ftood, that there would be an infinite number of pofts to
fortify ; that the expences would be endlefs ; that too many
troops would be wanted ; and that the diftribution of them
would leave every point expofed to the confequence of a
landing executed {uddenly, or by furprife.

The idea of a war of polts has not been thought a more
fortunate one. The ifle of France, notwithitanding the
advantage of pofts, will never colle® a fufficient body of
troops to refift thofe which the enemy may bring there.
The perfons who have propofed this idea, have laid a ftrefs
upon the affiftance to be obtained from the colonilts and
the flaves : but they have been obliged at length to acknow-
ledge, that this multitude, which might poflibly be of {fome
ufe behind good ramparts, could be of little or no fervice in
the open field.

The projet of building and fortifying a city in the ine
land parts, has for a long time had its partifans. Such an
eftablilhment appeared to them proper to keep the befieg-
ers at a diftance from the centre of the colony, and to force
them, in time, to relinquifh any advantages they might have
gained at firft. They would not be convinced that with.
out any movement on the part of an enemy, who was be-
come mafter of the ports and of the coafts, the garrifon, de-
prived of every external communication, would foon be re.
duced to the neceflity of furrendering at difcretion, or of
perithing with famine. And even if the enemy were to do
nothing more than fill up the roads, and deftroy the arfenals,
magazines, and all the public edifices, would not their prin-
cipal obje@ be fulfilled ? Of what concern would it be then
to them, that there fhould be a fortrefs and a garrifon in
the midt of an ifland, incapable of giving them any un-
cafinefs, or of exciting their jealoufy in future ?

After fo many variations and fuch uncertainties of opi-
nion, the government has begun to be convinced, that the
only method of defending the colony is to provide for the
fecurity of its two ports ; to eftablith a communication that
fhall give rife to internal conne&ions between them; that
fhall facilitate a ready diftribution of the forces according
to the defigns of the enemy, and that fhall make the fuce

,
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cours which might arrive from without, by one or other of
its roads, common to both parties.

Port Bourbon, where the Dutch had formed their fettle-
ment, and Port Louis, the only one to which the French
refort, had not hitherto appeared capable of being fortified :
the firft, on account of its vaft extent, the latter, on account
of the irregular heights which furround it. But the Che-
valier &’ Arcon has propofed a plan which has removed all
thefe difficulties, and which, after the fulleft difcuffion, has
obtained the approbation of thofe who are the beft acquaint-
ed with this important art. The expences attendin;rr the
exécution of this great project have been rigidly calculated,
and it is affirmed that they will not be confiderable.

But what number of troops will be wanted to defend
thefe fortifications? The fkilful engineer ufually requires
but few. He is well aware, that if many were to be fent,
they would foon grow effeminate by the heat of the clim-
ate, become corrupt by the defire and expectation of gain,
ruined by debauchery, and enervated by idlenefs.  Accord-
ingly, he has reduced them in time of peace to two thou-
fand men, who will be eafily reftrained, exercifed, and dif-
ciplined. This number appears to him f{ufficient to refift
any fudden or unexpe@ed attack that might fall on the co-
lony. If it were threatened with extraordinary danger
from great preparations, a miniller, attentive to the florms
that are gathering, would have time enough to fend over
the forces neceflary to defend it, or to aét in Indoftan ac-
cording to circumitances.

Some perfons will difapprove of thefe views. The ifle
of France cofts the ftate annually eight millions of livres
[333,3331- 6s. 8d.] This expence, which will fcarce ad-
mit of any redution, excites the indignation of many good
citizens. Their wifh is, that this fettlement fhould be
abandoned as well as Bourbon, which is only a burdenfome
appendage to it.

This indecd would be the fcheme moft expedient to be
adopted, if we confidered only the languithing trade now
carried on by the French in India. But political fpecula-
tions reach beyond this obje@. It is forefeen, that if this
refolution wcre adhered to, the Englith would drive all fo-
reign nations from the Afiatic feas; that they would ap-
propriate to themfelves all the riches of thefe extenfive re-
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gions ; and that {fo many powerful refources united in their
hands would give them a dangerous influence in Europe.
Thefe confiderations ought ftill more fully to convince the
court of Verfailles of the neceflity of fortifying the ifle of
France ; at the fame time taking the moft effe¢iual precau-
tions not to be impofed upon by the agents chofen to carry
this point into execution,

However, there is fo neceffary a connetion between the
ifle of France and Pondicherry, that thofe two pofleffions
are entirely dependent on each other ; for, without the ifle
of France, there would be no proteétion for the fettlements
in India; and, without Pondickerry, the ifle of France
would be expoled to the invafion of the Englifh from Afia,
as well as from Europe,

The ifle of Irance and Pondicherry, when confidered as
having a neceffary and mutual conneétion, will be a fecurity
to one another, Pondicherry will prote& the ifle of France,
as being the rival of Madras, which the Englith muft al-
ways cover with their land and fea forces; and, on the
other hand, the ifle of France will always be ready to fuc-
cour Pondicherry, or to a&k offenfively, as circumitances
fhall require.

From thefe principles it appears how requifite it is, after
having fortified the ifle of Irance, to put Pondicherry im-
mediately in a ftate of defence. This place will become
the neceffary ftaple of all the trade carried on with India,
as well as a depofit of all the troops and provifions that will
be fent there, 1t will alfo ferve to proteét a fmall force,
when offenfive meafures are purfued.

When the ifle of France and Pondicherry are once put
in a proper pofture of defence, the court of Verfailles will
no longer fcruple to afford the merchants that proteétion
which the fovereign owes to his fubjeéts, throughout the
whole of his dominions. 'T'he Britith miniftry, on their
parts, will be morc fully convinced, than they have hitherto
appeared to be, of the neceflity of reftraining the Englith
traders within the bounds of moderation and juftice. DBut
will the Englith company be made to give up the abufe of
power, and to renounce thofe loofe principles which their
aftonithing fuccefs has infpired them with ? This cannot be

expected.  Their refiftance would produce acrimony : the
Vol. 11 G
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interefts of the two nations would clafth, and war would
cnfue.

Far be it from us to fuggeft any idea that would tend to
rekindle the flames of difcord. Rather let the voice of
reafon and philofophy be heard by the rulers of the world.
May all fovereigns, after fo many ages of error, learn to
prefer the virtuous glory of making a few men happy, to
the mad ambition of reigning over wafted regions, and peo=
ple groaning under the weight of onreﬁioa ! May all men
become brethren, accuftom themfelves to confider the uni-
verfe as one family under the eye of one cemmon father !
But thefe withes, which are thofe of every enlightened and
humane man, will appear as idle dreams to ambitious mi-
nifters, who hold the reins of empire, Their buly and reft-
lefs difpofition will ftill fhed torrents of blood.

Some pitiful commercial intereft will again arm the
Trench and the Englith, Though Great Britian, in moft
of her wars, has aimed chiefly at deftroying the induftry of
her neighbours; and though the fuperiority of her naval
forces may ftill keep up the hope, fo often difappointed,
of effefting this ; yet we may fafely foretel that fhe would
¢hoofe to remove the {cene of action from the feas of Afia,
where fhe wauld have fo little to gain, and fo much to lofe.
That power is not ignorant of the fecret wifhes formed on
all fides for the overthrow of an edifice which eclipfes all
the reft. The fubah of Bengal is fecretly exafperated that
he has not even the appearance of authority left. The
{ubah of the Decan is inconfolable to fee his commerce
under the controul of a foreign power. The nabob of
Axrcot endeavours to difpel the jealoufies of his tyrants.
The Marattas are exafperated to find perpetual obftacles to
their.depredations.  All the powers of thefe countries are
either a¢tually enflaved, or think themfelves on the eve of
being fo. England, we may prefume, would not with to
fec the French at the head of fuch a confederacy. On the
contrary, we may venture to foretel, that a fhrict neutrality
for Iudia would be the wifelt plan they could purfue, and
the one they would moft readily adopt. :

But would this fyftem be as eligible for their rivals ?
Certainly not.  The French are aware, that warlike pre-
parations made at the ifle of France might be employed
with advantage ; that the conquetts of the Englith are too
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extenfive not to be open to attacks ; and that, fince their
experienced officers arg returned home, the Britifh poffei-
fions in Indoftan are only defended by young men, more
intent upon making their fortunes than upon military ex~
ercifes. It is therefore to be prefumed, that a warlike na-
tion would cagerly feize an opportunity of repairing their
former difalters. At the fight of their tandards, all thefe
opprefld fovereigns would take the field ; and the rulers
of India, furrounded with enemies, and attacked at once
on the north and on the fouth, by fea and by land, would
infallibly be overpowered.

Tuewn the French, confidered as the Principles which

deliverers of Indottan, would emerge the French ought
from that ftate of humiliation into which o pur/fuc inlndia.
theirown mifcondu& hath plunged them.
They would become the idols of the princes and people of
Afia, provided the revolution brought about by.them thould
prove a leffon of moderation. Their trade would be ex-
tenfive and flourifhing, fo long as they knew how to be
juft.  But this profperity would end in fome fatal cataf-
trophe, fhould an inordinate ambition prompt them to
plunder, ravage, and opprefs. ‘They would then, in their
turn, fhare the fame fate as their extravagant and cruel
rivals whom they had reduced.

To couquer, or to plunder with violence, is the fame
thing. The plunderer and the violent man are always ob-
jects of deteltation,

Pcrhaps it may be true, that great riches are not to be
rapidly acquired without great injuftice ; but it is not lefs
true, that an unjuit man 1s usiverfally hated ; and it is a
matter of uncertainty, whether the wealth he hath gained
will indemnify him for the odium he hath incurred.

T'here is not any onc nation that is not jealous of the
profperity of another. Why mult this jealoufy be per-
petuated notwithltanding the experience of its fatal con-
fequences ?

"There is but one lawful mode of obtaining a fuperiority
over our competitors : this is, mildnefs in adminiftrations
faithful obfervance of engagements ; the having goods of a
better quality, and the being fatistied with a moderate pro-
fit.  Why fhould we have recourfe to other meafures,

G.2
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pe€ed of the flightefl extortion, be inftantly recalled.
When venality is proved, punifh it upon the fpot, that
there may be no temptation on one part to offer what it
would be infamous on the other to receive.

Every thing is loft, while your agents are osly proteéivd
perfons, or men of bad fame ; the former, who are intent
only upon repairing their fortunes, by plundering at a
diftance; the latter who come to hide their ignominy in
your counting-houfcs and fa&orics.  There is uo integrity
fo contirmed, as to be expofed to crofs the line without
rifk of being tainted.

If ye arc jult and humane, people will remain with you ;
they will do more; they will even quit diftant countries to
come and refide among you.

Appoint fome days of reft 5 and inltitute fome feftivals,
but let them be mercly of a civil natuie.  You will be ever
bledt indeed, if the nott cheeiful of thefe feftivals fhall be
celebrated in commemoration of your firft arrival io the
country, .

Be faithful to the treaties you have concluded. Let
{our ally find an advantage in them, which is the only
egitimate guarantee of their duration, If 1 be injured,
either by my own ignorance, or by your cunning, vain is
the oath I have taken ; heaven and carth will releafe me
from it.

As long as ye fhall feparate the good of the nation that
has received you, from your own advantage, ye will be op-
preflors and tyrants ; and it is by the title of benefallors
alone that we can conciliate affe¢tion.

1f the man who dwells near you fhould bury his gold,
you may be affured that he curfes you.
~ T'o what purpofe is it that ye oppofe a revolution, which,
though diftant, will certainly be accomplifhed, notwith-
ftanding all your efforts to prevent it ? The world that you
have invaded muft free itfelf from that which you inhabit.
‘Then the feas will only {eparate fiiends and brothers.
What great calamity do vou fce in this, ye unjuft, crud,
and inflexible tyrants ?

The edilice f wildom is not eternal : but that of folly
is continually tottering, and foon falls to pieces. Wifdom
imprints its lafking characters upon the rocks ; folly traces
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hers on the fand.  Settlcments have been formed and fub-
verted j ruins have been heaped on ruins; countries that
were well peopled have become defert ; ports that were
full of buildings have been abandoned ; vaft traéts that had
been ill cemented with blood have feparated, and have
brought to view the bones of murderers and of tyrants con-
founded with each other. It feems as if {rom one region
to another profperity had been purfued by an evil genius
which fpeal;:s our feveral languages, and which diffufes the
fame calamities in all parts.

Let our firft vi&tims no longer feel themfelves avenged,
and rejoice at fight of the rage we are continually exerting
againft each other., May thefe ideas, thrown out without
art, and as they preflented themfclves to my mind, make a
deep and lafting impreflion ! May it pleale heaven, that
henceforth I fhould have nothing but your moderation and
wifdom to celebrate : for it is agrecable to me to praife,
and painful to cenfure. Let us now examine what has
been the condu& of the northern powers, in endeavouring
to fhare in the commerce of Afia: for the {pirit of Juxury,
penetrating alfo into thefe regions of iren and ice, has
made the mhabitants covet the riches and the enjoyments
of other nations.

ll

BOOK V.

TRADE OF DENMARK, OSTEND, SWEDEN, PRUSSIA, SPAIN,
AND RUSSIA, 'I:O THE EAST INDIES. SOME IMPORTANT
INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE CONNECTIONS OF EUROPE
WITH INDIA.

HE moft powerful nations, as well as the largeft rivers,
_ have been infignificant in their origin. It would be
difficult to produce one fingle inftance of a nation, fince
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the creation of the world, that has either extended or en-
riched itfelf, during a long interval of tranquillity, by the
progrefs of induftry alone, or by the mere refources of its
population.  Nature, which makes vultures and doves,
sreates alfo that ferocious band, that is one day to rufh
upon the peaceful fociety which has been formed in its
veighbourheod, or which it may meet with in its wander-
ing incurfions. The purity of blood among nations, if we
may be allowed the expreflion, as well as the purity of
blood among families, cannot be more than temporary, un-
lefs kept up by whimfical or religious inftitutions. A
mixture is the neceffary refult of an infinite number of
saufes; and from this mixture a race univerfally {prings
up, which is cither improved or degencerated, according as
the charalter and manuers of the conqueror have adapted
themfelves to the charalter and manners of the conquered
or as the charaéter and manners of the conquered people
have given way to thofe of the conqueror. Among the
various caufes which fooneft bring about this intermixture,
that which prefents itfelf as the primary and principal one,
is emigration ; more or lefs excited by the barrennefs of
the foil, and the difagreeablenels of the refidence. If the
cagle were to find an eafly fubfiltence among the defert
rocks that bave been witnefs to his birth, his rapid flight
would never have carried him, with his bill half open, and
his claws extended, againft the innocent cattle that feed at
the foot of his craggy afylum. But what does this raven-
ous and warlike bird do, after he has feized his prey ? He
repairs anew to the fummit of his rock, from whence he
only defcends when he is again folicited by want. It isin
the fame manner that the igvage treats his civilized neigh-
bour ; and his plunder would be perpetual, if patwe had
nat placed betwecn the inhabitant of one region and that
of another, between the man of the mountain, and the man
who dwells in the valley or among the fens, the fame bar-
rier that feparates the different {pecies of animals,

Ancient revolu- It is the general opinion, that, in the
tions  Den-  carlieft times, a people called the Cimbri
mark. poflefled, at the extremity of Germania,

the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, now known
by the name of Holftein, Slefwic and Jutland ; and that
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the Teutones lived in the adjacent iflands.  Whether thefe
people had, or had not, a common origin, it js ceriain,
that they came out of their forefts, or out of their marfhes,
in a colleétive body, and as one nation, and penetrated
among the Gauls, in queft of plunder, glory,jand a milder
climate. They were cven preparing to crofs the Alps,
when Rome judged it neceffary to ftem a torrent which car-
ried all before it.  Thofe barbarians triumphed over all the
generals that proud republic fent to oppofe them, till the
memorable era when they were totally defeated by Marius.-

Their country, which became almoft a defert after that
terrible cataltrophe, was peopled again by the Scythians,
who, being driven by Pompey out of that vaft fpace be--
tween the Luxine and the Cafpian fea, marched towards
the north and weft of Euarope, fubduing all the nations
they found in their way. They conquered Ruflia, Saxony,
Weltphalia, the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, and the countries
as far as Finland, Norway, and Sweden. It is pretended
that Wodin, their leader, traverfed fo many countries, and
endeavoured to fubdue them, only with a view to ftimulate
the people againft the formidable, odious, und tyrannical
Fowcr of the Romans, That fpirit of animofity, which
1e had excited in the north, operated fecretly with fo much
force after his. death, that in a few centuries all nations
agreed to turn their arms againft that empire, the declared-
enemy of all liberty ; and, after having fhaken it by re-
peated attacks, were at length {accefsful enough totally to
fubvert it, .

Denmark and Norway remained without inhabitants af-
ter thefe glorious expeditions. By infenfible degrees they
recovered their former itate, and began to be of fome con-
fequence again towards the beginning of the eighth cen-
tury. Their valour now exerted itfelf, not on land, but on
the ocean. Surrounded as they were by two feas, they
commenced pirates, which is always the firft ftep towards.
navigation in uncivilifed nations.

They firit made trial of their ftrength againft the neigh-
bouring itates, and feized the few merchant fhips they found
failing up and down the Baltic. Emboldened by thefe fuc--
cefles, they were enabled to plan more confiderable under-
takings. They.infefted the feas and coafts of Scotlapd,.
Ireland, England, Flanders, France, and even of Spai,.
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Italy, and Greece. They frequently penetrated into the
inland parts of thofe extenfive countrics, and even ventured
upon the conqueft of Normandy and England. Notwith-
ftanding the confulion that reigns in the annals of thofe
barbarous times, we may fill trace fome of the caufes of
fo many extraordinary events.

The inhabitants of Denmark and Norway had oviginally
a ftrong propenfity to piracy, which has always been ob-
ferved in people bordering upon the fea, when they are not
reftrained by civilization and good laws. Cuftom mult ne-
ceffarily have made the ocean familiar to them, and inured
them to its ftorms. Having no agriculture, breeding but
few cattle, and finding but a fcanty refource from the
¢hafe, in a country covered with ice and fnow, they could
have no ftrong attachment to their native land. "The faci-
lity with which they built their thips, which were nothing
more than rafts coarfely pur together for the purpofe of
failing along the coalls, enabled them to go to all parts, to
Jand their forces, to plunder, and to reimbark. Piracy
was to them, what it had been to the firft heroes of
Greece the 10ad to glory and fortune ; an honourable pro-
feflion, which confifted in a contempt of all danger, This
idea infpired them with invincible courage in their expedi-
tions, fometimes carried on under the joint command of dif-
fercnt chiefs, and fometimes divided into as many armaments
as nations. Thele fudden attacks, made in a variety of
places at the fame time, left only to the inhabitants of the
coalts, which were but ill defended, in confequence of their
being under a bad government, the dreadful alternative
cither of being maflacred, or giving up all their property
to redeem their lives.

This propenfity to plunder was a natural confequence of
the favage lfe of the Danes and Norwegians, and of the
rough and military education they received ; but it was
more particularly the cffeét of the religion of Wodin.
‘T'hat viGorious impoftor improved, if we may be allowed
to fay fo, the natural fiercenefs of thofc nations by his fan-
guinary tenets. He ordered that all the implements of
war, foch as {words, axes, and lances, fhould be deified.
The mott facred engagements were confirmed by thefe in-
firuments which they fo highly valued. A lance fet up in
the middle of a plain, was the fignal for prayer and facri-
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fice.  Wodin himfelf at his death was ranked among the
immortal gods, and was the firlt deity of thofe horrid re-
gions, where the rocks and woods were ftained and confe-
crated with human blood.  His followers thought they ho-
noured him by calling him the god of armies, the father of
flaughter, the deftroyer of mankind, the promoter of dif-
cord. The warriors; when they went to battle, made a
vow to fend him a certain number of fouls, which they de-
voted to him.  Thefe fouls were the right of Wodin. It
was the general belicf, that he appeared in every battle,
cither to prote& thole who fought valiantly, or to- mark.
out the happy victims he referved for himfelf ; that thefe
followed him to the regions of blifs, which were open to
none but warriors. The people ran to death, and to mar-
tyrdom, to obtain this reward. This belicf increafed their
natural propenfity to war, till it grew to enthuliafm, and to
a religious thir(l for blood.

Chriftianity overthrew all the idcas refulting from fuch a
{fyftem: Its miffionarics endeavoured to bring their profe-
lytes to a fedentary life, that they might be fit to receive
their inftru&ions. They gave them a difguft for their rov-
ing life, by fuggelting to them other means of fubfiftence.
"'hey were fo fortunate as to infpire them with a love of
agriculture, and more efpecially of fithing.. The great
plenty of herrings, which. then came in fholes to their
coafts, afforded them an eafy means of procuring {ood.
When they had fet apart a fufficient quantity -of thefe fifhi-
for their own ufe, in order to preflerve it, they bartered the
remainder for falt.  This intercourfe was encouraged at its
rife by one common faith, new profpeéts, mutual wants,
and great fecurity. Such a total revolution enfued, that,
fince the converfion of the Danes and Norwegians, not a
fingle inftance is to be found in hiftory of their expeditions .
and depredations,,

The new fpirit, which feemed to -animate Norway and.
Denmark, could not fail of extending their communication
with the other nations of Europe. Unfortunately it was -
intercepted .by the afcendant which the Hanfe towns had
acquired. Even when that great and fingular confederacy
fell into decay, Hamburgh ftill maintained the fuperiorit
it had obtained over all the fubje@s of the Danifh domi~
zions. . They were beginning to break <;he bands that had -
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fubje@ted them to this kind of monopoly, when-they were
induced to undertake the navigation to the Eaft Indies by
an incident that deferves to be noticed. :

Denmark beging A Dutch fa@®or, named Bofchower,
to carry on a being fent by his nation to conclude a
tradewsthIndia.  treaty of commerce with the king of

Ceylon, fo ingratiated himfelf with that
monarch, that he became chief of his council, his admiral,
and was created prince of Mingone. Bolchower, intoxi-
cated with thelc honours, haftened to Europe, to make a
?aradc of them before his countrymen. He took great of-
ence at the coldnefs with which thofe republicans received
the titled {lave of an Afiatic court ; and was fo highly pro.
voked at it, that he went over to Chriftiern 1V, king of
Denmark, and offered him his fervices, and the intereft he
had at Ceylon, His propofals were accepted. FHe failed
in 1618, with fix fhips, three of which belonged to the
government, and three to the company that had affociated
themfelves to carry on a trade to India. His death, which
happened in their paffage, put an end to the hopes they
had conceived. The Danes met with a very bad reception
at Ceylon; and their chief, Ove Giedde de Tommerup,
faw no other refource than to carry them to Tanjour, a part
of the continent neareft to that ifland.

Tanjour is a fmall ftate, which is but a hundred miles in
its greatelt length, and eighty in its greatelt breadth. Tt
is of all that coaft the province that bears the greateft quan-
tity of rice. 'This natural wealth, added to a variety of
ufeful manufaétures, and a great plenty of roots for dying,
makes the public revenue amount to near five millions of
livres [208,333l. 6s. 8d.] Its fertility is owing to its be~
ing watered by the Caveri, a river which comes down from
the mountains of Gate. At upwards of four hundred
miles from the head, it divides into two fitreams. At the
entrance of ‘Tanjour, the eaftern branch takes the name of
Coleroon. 'The other retains the name of Caveri, and fub-
divides again into four branches, which all flow within the
kingdom, and preferve it from that terrible drought which
burns up the reft of Coromandel for the greateft part of
the year.

« This happy fituation made the Danes with to form afet-
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tlemént in T'anjour. Their propofals met with a favourable
reception. They obtained a fruitful and populous terri-
tory ; on which they built Tranquebar, and afterwards the
fortrefs of Dannebourg, fufficient for the defence both of
the road and the town. On their part, they engaged to
pay an annual homage of two thoufand pagodas, or {ixteen
thoufand eight hundred livres [700l.] which is continued
to.this time.

Circumftances were favourable for eftablifhing a large
commerce. The Portuguefe, who groaned under the op-
preffion of a foreign yoke, made only fecble efforts to pre-
ferve their poffeflions ; the Spaniards fent no fhips but to
the Molucca and Philippine iflands ; and the Dutch were
folely intent upon engroliing the fpice trade. The Englifh
felt the effefts of the difturbances their country laboured
under, even in India. All thefe powers could not fee this
new rival witheut regret, but none oppofed it.

In confequence of this, the Danes, who began with a
capital of no more than 853,263 livres 35,552l 123. 6d.]
carried on rather a confiderable trade in all parts of India.
Unfortunately the Dutch company acquired fuch a fuperi-
ority, as to exclude them from the markets where they had
traded moft advantageoufly ; and, by a Rill greater misfor-
tune, the diflentions that rent the north of Iurope, would
not permit the mother-country to attend to fuch remote
concerns as thofe of this fettlement, The Danes at T'ran-
quebar infenfibly fell into contempt, both with the natives,
who value men only in proportion to their riches, and with
the rival nations, whofe competition they could not fuftain.
They were difcouraged by this inferiority ; and the com~
pany gave up its charter, and made over its fettlements to
the government, as an indemnification for the fums it had
advanced,

A new company was formed in 1670 Changes the
upon the ruins of the old one. Chrif- Danifh trade
tiern V gave them, in (hips and other Aas undergone
effets, to the value of three hundred and 7 Indsa.
ten thoufand eight hundred and twenty-
eight lvres ten fous [12,951l 3s. 9d.] and the adventur-
ers advanced feven hundred and thirty-two thoufand fix
hundred livres [30,525L] This fecond undertaking, witkch
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was entered upon without a fufficient fund, proved ftill
more unfuccefsful than the firit, After a few voyages, the
faftory of Tranquebar was left to itfelf. Their {fmall ter-
ritory, and two veflels that they freighted for the merch-
ants of that country, were the only means they had to
fupply the inhabitants and their garrifon.  Thefe refources
fometimes failed them ; and, to fave themfelves from the
effe@s of famine, they were reduced to mortgage three of
the four baftions that conflituted their fortrefs. They were
fcarce able to fit out a thip for Europe once in three years
with a very moderate cargo,

Pity fcemed to be the only fentiment that fo defperate a
fituation could infpire. But the ever-watchful jealouly and
fufpicious avarice of other nations, ftirred up an odious war
againit the Danes. The raja of Tanjour, who had fre-
quently intercepted their communication with his territory,
attacked them in 1689, in the very town of Tranquebar, at
the iftigation of the Dutch. That prince had nearly taken
the places after a fix month fiege, when it was fuccoured
and faved by the Englith. This event neither was, nor
could be, attended with any important confequences. The
Danifh company declined daily, and was at length anni-
hilated in 1730, but not till after it had become bankrupt.

Two years after this, a new company was formed. The
favours that were heaped upon it, to enable it to carry on
a free and advantageous trade, plainly fhew of what im-
portance this commerce appeared to the government. The
charter of the company was fettled for forty years. What-
ever belonged to the fitting out of their fhips was exempted
from all duties. The workmen they employed, whether
natives or foreigners, were not tied down to the regulations
of particular companies, which were a reftraint upon in-
duftry in Denmark, as well asin other countries of Europe.
They were not obliged to ufe {tamped paper in their tranf-
actions. They had an abfolute jurifdiQion over the perfons
they employed ; and the fentences paffed by the directors
were not liable to be reverfed, unlefs the punifhment were
capital.  To remove even the appearance of conftraint, the
fovereign renounced the right he had of interfering in the
adminiftration of their affairs, as being chief proprictor.
He retained no influence in the choice of officers, whether.
civgor military, and only referved to himfelf a power o
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confirming the office of governor of Tranquebar. He even
bound himfelf to ratify all political conventions they might
think proper to make with the Afiatic powers.

In return for fo many indulgencies, government only re-
quired one per cent. upon all merchandize of India and
China which (hould be fent abroad, and two and a half per
«ent. upon all that fhould be confumed at home.

The grant containing the above conditions was no fooner
confirmed, than it became neceflary to find adventurers.
"I'his was a difficult point ; for the trade to India had hi-
therto proved {o unfuccefsful, that men of property muft
have been totally averfe from engaging their fortunes in it.
A new idea was fuggeited to alter this difpofition. The
ftock was diftinguithed into two different kinds. The firft,
called fixed, was that in which all the cffeéts the old com-
pany had in Europe and Afia were deftined to be veftéd,
the other ftock was called wariable, becaufe every year it
was regulated by the number and the cargoes of the fhips
that fhould be fitted out. Every proprietor might choofe
whether he would be concerned in thefe expeditions, the
profits of which were fettled at the clofe of every voyage.
By this arrangement, the company became permanent by
the fixed, and annual by the variable, ftock.

It feemed a difficult matter to ftate the fhare of expence
that each of thefe funds was to bear. Every thing was
fettled with more eafe than had been expetted. It was
agreed that the variable ftock fhould only pay the neceflary
vxpences for the purchafe, the fitting out, and the cargoes
of the thips. All other charges were to be defrayed from
the fixed ftock, which, by way of compenfation, was to
take up ten per cent. upon all India goods which fhould be
fold in Europe, and five per cent. upon all that fhould be
fent out from Tranquebar.

"The capital of the new company amounted to 3,240,000
livres [135,000l.] divided into fixteen hundred fhares, of
2025 bvres [841. 7s. 6d.] each.

With thefe funds, which were always in circulation, the
proprictors, during the forty years of their charter, fitted
out eight hundred fhips. The expence of thefe veflels in
money rofe to 87,333,637 livres ten fols [3,638,901l. 11s.
3d.] and in merchandize, to 10,580,094 livres [440,8371.
§s.] which in the whole made 97,913,731 livres 10 fol®
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%:4,079,8501.] The returns were fold for 138,939,673
ivres 7,872,486l 7s. 6d.] Of this Denmark only con-
fumed 35,450,262 livres [1,477,0941. §5s.] therefore the va-
lue of 153,489,411 livres [6,313,392L. 2s. 6d.] of it was
exported. Let us make a frefh divifion, and we fhall
find, that the annual fales have amounted to the fum of
4,723,491 livres 16 fols [196,812]. 3s. 2d.] that of this,
the country has ouly confumed annually to the value of
886,250 livres 10 fols [36,9271. 2s. 1d.] and that foreign
nations have carried oft to the amount of 3,837,235 livres
10 fols [ 159,884, 16s. 3d.]

The dividends were very irregular, during all the time
that the charter lafted. They would have been more con-
fiderable, if part of the profits had not been conftantly ap-
propriated to the extenfion of the trade. By this prudent
and confidérate condud, the fortunate proprictors trebled
their capitals. Their ftock would have been increafed with
the additional fum of 2,000,c00 of livres (83,3331 Gs. 8d.]
if in 1754, the Danifh miniftry had not prevailed upon the
dire@ors to erect a ftatue to king Frederick V.

When I refle€t upon thefe public monuments conflecrated
to a fovereign in lus life time, his want of modefty always.
occurs to my mind. When a prince orders them himfelf,
it feems as if he faid to his people, % I am a great man; I
¢ am a great king. It is impoffible for me to prefent my-
¢ felf every day to your view, and to receive the {plendid
¢ teltimony of your admiration and affeétion. But here is
“ my image. Get round it, and fatisfy yaourfelves. When
¢« I fhall be no more, you will condué your child to the
¢ foot of my ftatue, and you will fay to him,—Behold,.
¢ my fon, and confider him attentively. [his is the man
“ who repulfed the enemies of the ftate, who commanded.
“ its armies in perfon ; who paid the dehbts of his ancef-
¢ tors ; who fertilized our fields ; who proteéted our farm-
¢ ers; who laid no reftraint upon our confcience ; who
permitted us to live in happinefs, freedom, and opulence ;
let his name for ever be bleft !

What infolent vanity is this, even if it betrue! What
impudence if it be not! But haw few would there be of
thele monuments, had they only been erced to princes
who deferved them ? If all the others were taken down, how
few would remain ? If truth had diQated the inferiptions
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that are placed around them, what fhould we read ? « To Ne-
# ro, after hehad affaffinated his mother, killed his wife, {lain
¢ his preceptor, and imbrued his hands in the blood of the
“ moft worthy citizens.” You fhudder with horror. Alas!
vile people, why am I not allowed to fubftitute true in-
feriptions in the place of thofe with which you have deco-
rated the monuments of your fovereigns. You would not
read of the fame crimes ; but you would read of others,
and you would fhudder again.

Here I would write, as formerly, upon Pompey’s co-
lumn : « To Pompey, after he had maffacred three millions
 of men.”” There I would writc—DBafe mortals, are you
then afraid that your matters fhould blufh for their wickeds
nefs? When you pay them fuch homage, how is it poffi.
ble they thould think that you are unhappy ? How fhould
they not imagine that they are the ido{)s of your hearts,
when, by your acclamations, you give your approbation to
the fervility of the courtiers?

“ But the people will anfwer, ¢ Thefe monuments are
not ereCted by us. We fhould never have thought of
conferring the honour of a ftatue on a tyrant who kept
‘“ us plunged in mifery, and to whom our profound filence,
¢ when he pafled through our city in perfon, {o frequently
** announced the indignation we felt. It cannot be imas
‘¢ gined that we thould have been fo mad, after he had ex.
* haufted us nearly of all our means of fubfiftence, to throw
*¢ away the few we had ftill remaining upon a caft.”
Monarchs, if ye are good, ye may be affured of the fta.
tue which ye raife to yourfelves. The nation, whofe hap-
pinefs you have created, will grant it to you a century after
your death, when your altions fhall have been tried at the
tribunal of hiftory. Ifyc are bad and vicious, you only per-
petuate the memory of your wickednefs and your vices.
“The fovereign, who is poffeflcd of any degree of dignity,
will wait. He who is poffefled of true greatnefs of foul,
~ would perhaps difdain a [pecies of incenfe indifcriminately be-
'ftowed in all ages upon vice and virtue. While the infcrip-
tion was engraving round his ftatue, To THE MOST HIGH,
MOST WORTHY, MOST PUISSANT, MOST GLORIOUS, MOST
MAGNIFICENT PRINCE, &c. he would.recolledt, that the
{ame titles were engraved under the ftatue of a Tiberius,
a Domitian, or a Caligula; and he would exclaim with a
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worthy, Roman, ¢ Spare me a homage that is too fufpi-
¢ cious. Let me have no tainted honours, My temple is
¢ in your hearts. There it is that my image is beautiful,
¢ and that it will latt.”

And, indeed, with whatever {olidity monuments may be
conftruéted, fooner or later the hand of time ftrikes and
overturns them. Onu the contrary, the edge of his fcythe
is blunted againft the page of hiftory. It can have no
effect upon the heart, or upon the memory of man. His
veneration is tran{mittcd from age to age ; and fucceeding
centuries arc perpetually repeating it.  Proud waters of
the Seine, fwell yourfelves if you dare: ye may fweep
away our bridges, and even the ftatute of Henry ; but his
name will remain, It is before the image of this great
king that the people, impreffed with tender fentiments, and
the ftranger, ftop. If the other monuments, fovereigns!
that are confecrated to you, are alfo vilited, do not miftake
the intention. Men do not come to honour your perfons 3
they come to admire the workmanthip of the art ; regret-
ting, at the fame time, that {o fublime a talent, which
fhould devote itfelf to virtue, thould be fo meanly profti-
tuted to vice. At the foot of your ftatue, what can the
citizen or the ftranger think, when he fees himfelf furround-
ed by a fet of wretches whofe afpe& difcavers their mifery,
and whole plaintive accents folicit a trifling affiftance ? Is
it not, .as if they faid to him: BEHOLD AND RELIEVE THE
DISTRESS WHICH THIS MAN OF BRONZE HAS BROUGHT
uvroN Us ? Ere& ftatues to the great men of your nation,
and yours will be looked for among them. But in coun-
tries fubmitted to tyranny there is but one man and one
ftatue. There, the bronze fpeaks, and the marble ex-
claims,~—PEOPLE, LEARN THAT 1 AM ALL, AND THAT YOU
ARE NOTHING. Let me be excufed for this digreflion.
'The fate of a writer would be too hard, if he were not
fometimes allowed to give way to the fentiment that op-
preiles him.

Prefent fiate of  When the charter of the company
the Danes in In- expired on the 12th of April 1772, a
dia. new one was given them, but ouly for

twenty years. Some reftraints were alfo
lnid upon the favours they had before enjoyed.
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Excepting the trade to China, which ftill continues ex-
clufive, the Indian feas are open to all the citizens, and to
others who wifh to fhare in their undertakings. But in
order to be entitled to this liberty, it is neceffary to employ
no fhips but what are built in one of the ports of the king-
dom ; to embark upon each veflel to the value of thirteen
thoufand five hundred livres [§621. 10s.] at leaft, in mer-
chandize of the national manufalture ; to pay to the com-
pany fixty-feven livres ten fols [2l. 16s. 3d.] per laft, or
two per cent. of the value of the cargo upon its going out,
and cight per cent. at its return. Individuals are alfo al-
lowed to trade from one part of India to another, by pay-
ing a duty of entrance of four per cent. on the produétions
of Afia, and two per cent. on thofe of Europe, in all the
Danifh fettlements.  If the court of Copenhagen, as there
can be no doubt, have made thefe arrangements only with
a view of encouraging their factories, experience muft have
convinced them of their miftake.

The company was formerlly exempt from the duties
fettled upon all articles employed in the building and
vittualling of fhips. They have been deprived of an ex-
emption which was attended with too many inconveniences.
They receive as an indemnity, fixty-feven livres ten fols
[2l. 16s. 3d.] per laft, and thirteen livres ten fols [11s.
3d.] for each of the perfons compofing the crews of their
thips. On the other hand, they are obliged to export
upon each of their veflels difpatched to India to the value
of thirteen thoufand five hundred livres [562l. 10s.] of
mercantile articles fabricated in the kingdom ; and to the
amount of eighteen thoufand livres [750l.] upon each of
the fhips deftined for China.

The cultoms fixed for the produétions of Afia which
were confumed in Denmark, or fent to other parts, and
which were formerly different, are at prefent equal. They
all of them pay two per cent. without any regard to the
place of their deftination. 'T'he government has alfo re-
ferved to itfelf the privilege of being the arbiter of the
cultoms, which the filks and coffees, deftined for the ftate,
{hould be obliged to pay. This reftrition is intended to
favour the intereft of the American iflands, and of the na~
tional manufalures.

The king has given up the pratice he hadof placing
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annually, in the company’s trade, the fum of about one
hundred thoufand livres [4166). 138. 4d.] from which he
ufually derived a benefit of twenty per cent.  "T'o indemnify
kim f{r this facrifice, when the company fit out but one
thip, they will add to his private cheit twenty-two thoufand
five hundred livres [937]. 10s.] when they fend two, they
will pay him thirty-fix thoufand livres [1500l.] and forty-
five thoufand livres [18751.] when they difpatch three, or
a greater number.

Under the former adminiftration, a proprietor of one
fhare was intitled to vote at the general meetings. Three
fhares carried two votes, five fhares three, and {fo on in the
fame proportion to twelve votes, which. number no pro-
prietor could ever go beyond, whatever intereft he might
have in the ftocks of the company. But the votes of ab-
fentees or foreigners were admitted upon producing a
power of attoroey from them. The confequence of this
practice was, that a few merchaats refiding at Copenhaien
were the rulers of all their deliberations. This evil has
been remedied, by reducing the number of votes any ¢ne
proprictar may have, either for himfelf or by proxy, to
three.

Such are the new views which diftinguifh the late charter
fram thofe that have preceded it. The example of the
miniftry has influenced the conduct of the proprietors,
who have alfo made fome remarkable alterations in their
adminiftration.

The diftinction eftablifhed between the fixed and the
variable ftock reduced the company to a precarious flate,
fince the proprietors were at liberty, after every voyage, to
withdraw the latter, which ferved as the bafis of the opera-
tions. "T'o give this body a more folid couftitution, thefe
two ftocks have been confounded. Hercafter, the pro-
prictors will not have it in their power to clium any part of
iheir capital,. till the expiration of their charter. Thofe
among them, who, fer any poffible reafon, may with to
leffen the rifk, will be obliged to fell their fharcs, as it is
the conftant praétice everywhere elfc.

. At the expiration of the laft charter, the compauny had a
eapital of 11,906,059 livres [496,0851. 15s. 10d.] divided
into fixteen hundred fhares, each of the value of about 7425
lvres [300l. 73. 6d.] The price of the fhare was cvidents
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ly too high in a country where the fortunes of individuals
are inconfiderable. This inconvenience has been remedied,
by dividing each fhare into three parts; fo that there are
at prefent four thoufand eight hundred fhares, the price of
which, for greater fecurity, has been only rated in the
books at 2250 livres [93l. 1§s.] This alteration muft
have facilitated the purchafe and the fale of them, by in-
ereafing the circulation and the value.

The projet of raifing the Danifh fettlements in India
to a greater degree of profperity than they had hitherto
attained, has next been taken into confideration. ln order
to effeét this, it has been regulated, that 2,250,000 livres
[93,75cl.] including their eftimated value of goo,oco
{37,500l.] fhould conftantly be left there. The profits
accruing from this ftock are to remain during ten years,
and to be applied to the increafe of the capital, and no
dividends are to be made of them. :

Till thefe latter times, the fhips fitted out in Europe for
China, ufed always to carry with them the factors who
were to make up the cargoes. It has judicioufly been
imagined, that agents rehding among thele celebrated
people, would cnter more into the {pirit of the nation, and
would make their fales and purchafes with greater facility
and advantage. In this view, four factors have been fixed
at Canton, to manage there the interefts of the company
that has chofen them.

The Danes had formerly a fmall f{ettlement on the
iflands of Nicobar. The expence of it was trifling, but it
yielded nothing; and therefore has very prudently been
given up.

The company had contradted the habit of granting,
upon mortgage, a credit of feveral years to the purchafers.
This indulgence frequently obliged them to borrow con-
fiderable fums at Amiterdam, or at Copenhagen. A prac-
tice unknown to the rival nations has been violently op-
pofed. It would have been dangerous, perhaps, to give it
up entirely ; but it has been reltrained within fuch narrow
bounds, that 1t can no longer create miftruft.

To thefe principles of commerce, much fuperior to thofe
that were followed before, the company have added the
advantages of a direction hetter regulated, more enlighten-
ed, and more clofely fuperintended.
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Univerfal confidence has been the refult of thefe prudent
combinations. Although the dividend has rifen no higher
than eight per cent. in 1773, and ten per cent. in 1774,
and 1775, yet there has been a profit of twenty-five and
thirty per cent. upon the fhares. Their price woeuld in
all probability have been {till higher, if the internal peace
of the fociety had not of late been fo fcandaloufly dif-
turbed.

The old company confined their operations to the trade
of China. Among all thofe they had to choofe, this was
the one in which they had the lealt ritk to run, and the
greatelt profit to expet.  Without giving up this fource
of riches, other means of acquiring them, which had been
too long negleéted, have been purfued.

The coaft of Malabar, it is true, has not taken up much
of the attention of the company. Formerly, no more than
fixty thoufaud wcight of pepper were annually drawn
from Colefchey and Calicut. Thefe purchafes have not
had any confiderable increafe, but there was reafon to
hope t;lat affairs would wear a more promifing afpe& in
Bengal.

T%xe Danes had but juft made their appearance in the
Indies, when they fixed themfelves at Chinchurat, upon
the borders of the Ganges. Their misfortunes drove them
from this opulent region during more than a century.
They came there again in 1755, with a defire of fixing
themfelves at Bankibafar, which had belonged to the
Oftend company. Commercial jealoufy, which is become
the ruling paffion of our times, fruftrated thenr defigns,
and they were reduced to the neceflity of founding Fre-
deric-Nagor in the neighbourhood.  This fadtory coft an-
nually 22,500 livres (9371, 10s.] more than was colleGted
from its territory and the cuftoms ; and this expence, though
inconfiderable, was flill greater than the tranfa@ions wound
bear. The care that was taken, aftcr the renewal of the
charter, to fend fome moncey to this too much-negleGted
fettlement, began to give it fome fhare of animation ; but
it foon fell again to nothing. Its defiruétion is owing to
its having been placed in a ftate of abfolute dependence
upon Tranqucbar.

» This firft of the Danifh colonies has an excellent terri-
tory, which, though oply two leagues in circumference,
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had formerly a population of thirty thoufand perfons.
There were even ten thoufand of thefe in the city itfelf,
Rather a greater number were found in a large village, filled
with coarfe manufaures. The remainder were ufefully
employed in fome places of lefs confequence. Thefe, with
three hundred workmen, faétors, merchants, or {foldiers,
were all the Europeans fixed in the fettlement., Its re-
venue amounted to 100,000 livres [4166l. 13s. 4d.] and
was fufficient for its expences.

In procefs of time, confufion took place in the colony,
which yielded lefs, and coft twice as much. The adven-
turers wemt away ; the manufadturers languifhed, the pur-
chafers were diminifhed, and a very fcanty profit only was
obtained upon thofe that were ordered at diftant periods.
Impoffible as it was to make any advances to the work-
men, it was neceflary to pay for the merchandize five-and-
twenty or thirty per cent. dearer than if the cuftoms of
the country had been complied with.

Since the year 1772, the afpe& of Tranqucbar has been
changed. A fmall degree of liberty, fome ftock, a better
adminiftration, and an iucreafe of territory, combined with
other caufes, have improved its condition.  But its deftiny,
any more than that of the fociety which regulates it, will
never be brilliant.

The local pofition of Denmark, the difpofition of its in-
habitants, the degree of its power relatively confidered ;
every circumftance, in a word, is unfavourable to its carrying
on a great trade with India.  Ave its provinces fufficiently
rich to furnith the fams neceffary for large undertakings;
or will foreigners truft their property with a fociety, Exb~
ject to the caprice, and expofed to the vexations, of unlimit-
ed authority ¢ It is in the nature of a defpotic government
to diflolve the ties which ought to unite nations ; and when
once this fpring is deltroyed, it can never be reftored. It
is mutual confidence which draws men together, and com-
binee their interefts; and arbitrary power is incompatible
with this confidence, becaufe it puts an end to all fecurity,
The proje@ formed in 1728, of transferring from Copen-
hagen to Altona the feat of the Afiatic trade, might pof-
fibly be attended with fome advantages ; but could not re-
move any of the obftacles we have been mentioning. We
may therefore venture to affirm, that England and Holland

3
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were guilty of a needlefs a& of tyranny, when they op-
pofed this domeftic plan of a free and independent power,
Can the man who has any concern for mankind, and
who is not poflefled of the narrow foul of a monk, to whom
the circuit of his cloiftered prifon is all, and the reft of the
univerfe is nothing ; can fuch a one conceive anmy thing
more abfurd and more cruel than this infamous jealoufy of
the great powers ; this horrible abufe of their ftrength, iu
reventing feeble ftates from improving their condition ?
!i‘hc individual who fhould think of a&ing the fame part in
the midft of his country, which they do among other na-
tions, would be looked upon as the moft execrable of male-
faGors. Englith, French, Dutch, Spaniards, and Ger-
mans, this is the honeft motive for which you take up arms,
and maflacre each other ! It is to determine which of you
fhall retain the exclufive privilege of tyranny, and the mo-
nopoly of profperity. I am aware that you colour this
atrocious project with the pretence of providing for your
own fecurity : but how can you be credited, when it is evi-
dent that you fct no bounds to your ambition; and that
the more powerful you are, the more impcrious you be-
come? You are not fatisfied with requiring every thing
that it is in your own private intereft to obtain, your pride
fometimes prompts you to atk what it would be fhameful
to grant.  You do not confider that a people cannot be
degraded without fatal confequences. Their honour may
lie dormant for a time ; but fooner or later it will be roufed,
.and they will avenge themfclves : and as humiliation is the
moit oftenfive of all injuries, fo it is that which is moit
fevercly felt and mott cruelly revenged.

Eftablifbment of  That knowledge of trade and govern-
an India com- ment, and that found philofophy, which
pany at Qflend.  infenfibly f{pread over all Europe, met

with invincible obftacles in fome mo-
narchies. Thefe improvements could not reach the court
of Vienna, which was wholly intent upon projeéts of war
and aggrandilement, by conquefts. 'I'he Englith and
Dutch, whofe attention was engaged in preventing France
from increaling ier commerce, her fettlements, and her
navy, cxcited enemies againft her on the continent, and
tavithed immenic fums upon the houfe of Auftria, which
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were employed againft France: but, at the peace, the
luxury of one crown reftored more riches to the other than
it had taken from it by the war.

The power of the houfe of Auftria, which ought to be
formidable from the extent of its dominions, is confined by
reafon of its fituation ; for moft of its provinces are diftant
from the fca. The foil of the country yields but a fmall
quantity of wine, and few eof the produtions tl_lat are {o
much valued by other nations. It affords- neither oil,
filk, nor fine wool, which are fo much in repute. 'This
ftate had no pretenfions to opulence, and knew not how to
be frugal. With the ufual luxury and pomp of great
courts, it gave no encouragement to induftry and manu-
fa&ures, which might have {upplicd the means of indulging
that expenfive tafte, The contempt which it has always
fhewn for the fciences, prevented its progrefs in every thing.
Artifts will never be eminent in any country, where they
are not affifted by men of learning. Sciences and arts muft
both languifh, wherever a freedom of thinking is not allow-
ed. The pride and intolerant fpitit of the houfe of Auftria
kept her vaft domains in a flate of poverty, fuperftition,
ang a rude kind of luxury.

Even the Low Countries, formerly fo celebrated for their
altivity and induftry, retained nothing of their ancient
fplendour. The traveller, who went to Antwerp, beheld
with aftonifhment the ruins of a city formerly fo flourifhing.
He compared its exchange with the fuperb edifices of pa-
ganifm, after the abolition of idolatry. It prefented the
fame folitude, the fame majefty. The indigent and melan.
choly citizens were obferved walking about it, as under
Conltantine ; the tattered priefts were feen roaming around
their deferted temples, or fitting at the foot of the altars
where the hecatombs had been facrificed, and telling the
people their fortunes for a fmall piece of copper. Ant.
werp, which had been, for two centuries, the ftorehoufe of
the north, had not now a fingle fhip in its harbour. Bruf-
fels and Louvain, far from {upplying other nations with
their clothing, bought their own of the Englith. That
valuable article, the herring-fithery, had paffed from Bruges
to Holland. Ghent, Courtray, and fome other towns,-
found their linen and lace manufa@ures decreafe daily.
Thofe provinces, placed between the three.moft enlighten-

Vol. 11. H



170 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE  Buok 7,

ed and moft trading nations in Europe, had not been able,
with all their natural advantages, to fupport {o powerful a
competition. After ftriving fome time againft oppreffion,
againlt impediments multiplied by ignorance, and againit
the privileges which a rapacious neighbour extorted from
the continual wants of government, they were totally fallen
‘to decay.

Prince Eugene, as great *in a political, as he wasina
military capacity, with a mind fuperior to every prejudice,
‘had been long in fearch of the means of enriching a power,
the boundaries of which he had fo greatly enlarged 5 when
a propofal was made to him of eftablifhing an India com-
pany at Oftend. 'The firlt contrivers of this {cheme had
very extenfive views. They pretended that, if this under-
taking could be accomplithed, it would excite a {pirit of
induftry in all the ftates under the dominion of the houfe of
Auftria; would fupply that power with a navy, one part
of which would be in the Netherlands, and the other at
Fiume and Trieft; would refcue it from the kind of de-
pendence it was ftill under for the fubfidies from England
and Holland ; and render it formidable to the coalts of
Turkey, and even to the city of Conftantinople.

The able minifter, to whom this was addrefled, was very
fenfible of the value of fuch overtures ; he would not, how-
cver, be too precipitate. T'o accuftom his own court and
all Europe to this new cftablifiment, he ordcred that two
fhips fhould be fent out to India in 1717, with only his
own paflports. Their voyage was {o fuccefsful, that more
were {ent out the following years.  Every expedition prov-
ed fortunate ; and in 1722 the council of Vienna thought
it was neceflary to fecure the property of the adventurers,
who were moftly Flemings, by the moft ample charter that
ever had been granted. The only ftipulation made, was,
that the company fhould pay to government, till the ¢nd of
the year 1724, three per cent. upon every thing exported
or inported, and after that period fix per cent.

Therapacity of allgovernmentsisinconceivable. Througha
out the whole courle of this hiftory, we fhall not find per-
haps one fingle inftance, in which the tax lias not accompa-
nied the undertaking ; not one fovereign, who has not been
defirous of fecuring to himf{elf part of the harvelt betore it
was gathered in, without percciving that thefe premeture
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exattions were the fureft way of deftroying it. From
whence does this kind of delirum arife? Is it from igno-
rance, or from poverty ? Or, is there a fecret feparation of
the intereft peculiar to government, from the general inte-
reft of the ftate?

However this may be, thc new company, which had a
capital of fix millions of florins, or 10,800,000 livres
[450,000l.] appeared with advantage in all the markets of
India. They made two fettlements, that of Coblom be-
tween Madras and Sadrafpatnam, on the coaft of Coroman-
del; and that of Bankibafar, on the Ganges. They were
even in fearch of a place where their fhips might touch for
refrehments, and had turned their views upon Madagalcar
for that purpofe. The company were fo fortunate as to be
able to repofe an entire eonfidence in their agents, who had
fhewn a degree of refolution fufficient to furmount every
obftacle that jealoufy had thrown in their way; and a fhare
of underftanding, which had extricated them from all the
{nares that had been laid for them. This confidence was
1lill increafed by the richnefs of their returns, and the value
of their fhares, which brought in fifteen per cent. Itisnot
to be fuppofed they would have been difappointed, had not
their projeéts been oppofed by political interclts.  To give
a clear idea of the realons of this policy, we muft trace the
fubject from the beginning,

Whaewn Ifabella had fent out fhips to faci-  Caufes of the
litate the difcovery of America, and which  deffructin of
proceeded as far as the Philippine iflands, the company
Lurope was funk in fuch a Rate of ignorance, at Qffend.
that it was thought proper to prohibit all
fubjeéts of Spain, who were not natives of Caftile, from na-
vigating to the Eaft and Welt Indies. T'hat part of the
Low Countries which hiad not recovered its liberty, having
been ceded, in 1598, to the infanta Tfabella, on her mar-
riage with the archduke Albert, the new fovercigns were
required to enter into a folemn engagement not to have any
concern in this trade.  When thefe provinces were again
united to the monarchy in 1638, no alteration was made in
this odious ftipulation. The Flemings, juftly offinded at
being abridged of the right, which all people are by nature
intitled to, of trading wherever other nations are not legal-

H2 .
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ly poffeffed of an exclufive privilege, complained Joudly of
this impofition. ‘They were feconded by their governor the
cardinal Infant, who procured the permiffion to trade to
the Eaft Indies. The aét to ratify this grant was not yet
iffued, when Portugal fhook off the yoke under which it
had fo long been opprefled. The fear of increafing the
difcontent of the Portuguefe, whom the Spaniards wifhed
rather to footh, prevented the introdution of a new rival
to the Portuguefe in Afia, and protraéted the conclufion of
this important affair. It was not yet fettled, when it was
refolved at Munfter, in 1648, that the fubjeéts of the king
of Spain fhould never extend their trade in India beyond
what it was at that period.  This a& ought not to have
been lefs binding to the emperor than it was to the court of
Madrid; fince he poflefles the Low Countries on the fame
termg, and with the fame reftrictions, they were fubjeét to
when under the dominion of Spain.

Such were the arguments made ufe of by the Englith
and the Dutch, in order to effeét the {uppreflion of the new
company, the fuccefs of which gave them great uncafinefs.
Thofe two allies, who by their maritime forces could have
entirely deftroyed Oftend and its trade, were defirous of
avoiding a difpute with a power which they themfelves had
raifed, and which they thought they ftood in need of againft
the houfe of Bourbon., So that, though they were deter-
mined not to fuffer the houfe of Auftria to go to the fource
of their riches, they contented themfelves with making re-
mouftrances on the violation of the moft folemn engage-
ments. They were feconded by France, which was equal-
ly intcrefted in this matter, and was alfo guarantee of the
violated treaty.

The emperor paid no regard to thefe reprefentations.
He was induced to perfift in his undertaking by the obfti-
nacy of his own difpofition, by the ambitious profpeés that
had been {uggelted to him, and by the great privileges and
induigences granted by Spain to the merchants refiding in
his dominions. That crown then entertained the hopes of
obtaining the heirefs of the houfe of Aultria for Don Car-
los, and thought no conceflions too great for fuch an alli-
ance. The union of thofe two courts, which had always
been confidered as irreconcilable, alarmed all Europe.
Every nation thought itfelf in danger. Numberlefs leagues
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were formed, and many treaties concluded, to endeavour to
diffolve that connettion, which was thought to be more
gangerous than it really was, Al thefe attempts were in-
effetual, till the council of Madrid, having no more trea-
furcs to lavith upon Germany, were convinced that they
were purfuing a vifionary intereft. Auftria was not furprif-
ed at the defe@ion of her ally, and feemed determined to
affert her claims, and efpecially her commercial interefts.
Whether the maritime powers were intimidated by this
fteadinefs, or whether, as was more probably the cafe, they
only confulted the di&tates of found policy, they determin-
ed to guarantee the pragmatic fan&ion in 1727. The court
of Vienna acknowledged this important fervice, by facrifi-
cing the Oltend company.

T'hough the public aéts take notice only of a fufpenfion
for feven years, the proprietors plainly faw that their ruin
was determined upon, and that this ftipulation was only in-
ferted from refpe to the imperial dignity. They had toe
high an opinion of the court of London and the ftates ge-
neral, to fuppofe they would have fecured the indivifibility
of the Auftrian dominions for a mere temporary advantage.
"T'his perfuafion determined them to think no more of Of-
tend, and to difpofle of their ftock fome other way. They
made feveral fucceffive attempts to form an eftablifhment at
Hamburgh, at Trieft, and in Tufcany ; but all their endea~
vours proved abortive, either from the badnefs of the fitua-
tion, the efforts of powerful nations, or the intrigues of po-
litics.  Thofe were the moft fuccefsful who turned their
views towards Sweden.

Tue ftudy of nations is of all othersthe  Swedifb Eafi-In-
moft interelting. The obferver delights  dia company. Re-
to be acquainted with the particular wolutions in thego-
ftroke of character that diftinguithes wernment of tiat
each people, and to feparate it from the nation.
numerous general chara&eriftics that ac-
company it. In vain has this diftinguithing mark taken a
tinfture from events : in vain have natural or moral caufes
altered the fhades of it. A penetrating eye traccs it through
all thefe difguifes, and perceives it notwithftanding thefe
variations. The more extenfive the field of obfervation is,
the greater number of ages it prefents to be eftimated, and

Hj
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of periads to inveflizate, fo much the more eafier is it to
determine the problem. Every age, and every period, gives,
if we may be allowed the expreflion, its own equation ; and
aill thefe cannot be folyed without difcovering the truth,
which was, as it were, wrapped ap in them.

But the defire of being acquaiated with a nation, muft
increafe in proportion to the part it has borne upon the
tuentre of the univerfe, and to the influence it has had in
thofc majeftic or ternible feenes that have agitated the globe,
The caufe and cffe@s of this great tumult attra@ equally
thic aitention of the learndd and of the multitude; and it is
teldom that we arc tired of veflecting upon them.  Are the
Swedes to be rauked among the people who have acquired
a cclebrated name? This iv a pomt which my readers will
decide.

Sweden was little known before its ferocious inhabitants
had concurred with the other barbarians of the North in
the fubverfion of the Roman empire. After they had
{pread deftrudtion with the violence and rapidity of a tor-
reat, they returned to their former obfcurity.  An unculti-
vated and defert region, without manners, without policy,
and without form of government, could fcarce fix the at-
tention of Furope, which was then but little enlightened,
and which made no efforts to emerge from its ignorance. If
we may believe fome old chronicles, of doubtful authority,
plunder and aflaffinations were:very frequent.  Somctimes
one fingle chief ruled over the whole country, which at
other times was divided among feveral matters.  Thefe vi-
vals, greedy of power, had recourfe to the moft fhameful or
moft violent methods to fupplant each other; and revolu-
tions were perpetually taking place. It was between fa-
thers and chdldren that thefe wars were more particularly
inveterate.  Chuiftianity, which was adopted in this coun-
try at the end of the eighth, or the beginning of the ninth
century, did not produce the leslt alteration in the condi-
tion of thefe peopie.  "T'he fune animofity, the fame con-
tefts, and the fame calamitics, were fill experienced.  This
dreadful flate had been but very little improved, when fome
unfortunate events placed Sweden under the dominion of
the Dancs, or in a kind of alliance which partook of flave-

vy, This iamceful bondage was diffolved by Guftavus Va-
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fa, who, in 1521, was chofen adminiftrator of the ftate, and
two years after, its monarch.

The empire was then in a ftate of anarchy. The priefts
exercifed the principal authority ; and the treafury recciv-
ed annually no more than twenty-four thoufand marks of
filver, although the public expences amounted to fixty thou-
fand. ‘'The new king fhewed him{elf worthy of the fitua-
tion to which he was raifed, by concentrating in his hands,
powers that were diffufely fcattered, by rendering the crown
hereditary in his family, by depriving the clergy of part of
their ufurpations, by fubftituting lutheranifin to the efta-
blithed form of worthip, and by prudently fcttling the na-
ture and appropriation of the taxes: but this fovereign,
having carried his fyftem of reformation toa far, precipitat-
ed his fubje&s into misfortunes, which might, aud ought ta
have been, forefeen.

Sweden, which from the nature of its produétions, ite
wants, and the extent of its coalts, fcemed deftined for na-
vigation, had neverthelefs negleéted it, fince its inhabitants
had been difgufted of piracy. The people of Lubeck trad-
ed with them for their provilions; and brought them falt,
ttuffs, and all the foreign merchandize they confumed. No
fhips were feen in their roads ; nor were there any maga-
zines in their towns, which did not belong to that republic..

The havyhty foul of Guitavus could not brook this de-
pendence. Idie was determined to break the bands that.
cramped the indultry of his fubjects ; but he was too precis
pitate in his mcafures.  He fhut his harbours againlt the
people of Lubeck, before he had built any fhipsy and be-
fore he had got any merchants.  Trom this period there.
was fcarce any further intercourfe between his fubje@s and
other nations, The whole kingdom fell into a ftate of lan-
guor, of which it would be difficult to form any adequate
dea.  Some Engiith and Dutch fhips, which appeared there.
at diftant intervals, had but imperfeélly remedied this evil,.
when Guitawus Adolphus afcended the throne.

He fignalized the firt years of his reign by feveral ufeful.
alrerations.  Agriculture was encouraged 3 the mines were
worked with greater {kill ; companics were formed to trade
to Perfia and the Weit Indies; the foundations of. a new
cclony were laid on the coalt of Noith America. The
Swedith flag was difplayed in all the European latitudes.

H 4
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This new fpirit was of fhort duration. The fuccels of
the great Guftavus in wae, turned entirely the genius of
the nation to arms. All men were ftimulated with the de-
fire of rendering their names illuftrious, by following the
traces of this hero and of his difciples. 'The hope of plun.
der was united to the love of glory. Every man was cager
0 conquer the enemy, and to enrich himfelf with their
{poils.  The national education was entirely military, and
tﬁe houfes feemed to be converted into camps. The tem.
ples, the caftles, and even the fimpleft dwelling-places, were
adorned with numberlefs trophies. One generation of fol-
diers was fucceeded by another of a fimilar or fll more
daring nature. This enthufiafm had fpread itfelf among
the lower ranks of people, as among the higheft. Labours
of a fuperior, or of a meaner kind, were all equally defpif-
ed; and a Swede thought himfelf born only to conquer,
and to regulate the deftinies of empires. This martial fury
had been carried beyond all bounds under Charles X11, but

.t was extinguifhed after the tragical death of that extraor.
dinary man.

The Swedes then became qnite another people. The
exhaufted ftate of the kingdom; the lofs o(P former con-
quefts; the elevation of Ruffia; every circumftance, in a
word, tended to difgult the moft confident of a fyftem,
which it was no longer poffible to follow with any hopes of
fuccefs, or even without the rifk of completing the ruin of
an edifice already fhaken by repeated and violent fhocks.
Peace was the with both of thofe who had grown old in the
fervice of the field, and of thofe whofe age had not yet call-
ed them to bear arms. The cry of the whole nation was
for its liberty, which had been fucceflively attacked with
precaution, deftroyed by Charles XI, and even the fthadow
of which had been taken away by the unfortunate monarch
who had juft defcended into the grave without iffue. All
the orders of the ftate were aflembled ; and without abolifh-
ing the regal title, they reftored the republican form of go-
vernment, and even gave it a greater degree of extenfion
than it had had before.

This great revolution was not preceded by any commo-
tion, nor followed by any difturbance. All the changes
were made upon mature deliberation. ‘The firtt attention
was paid to the moft neceffary profeflions, which till then
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had been uunoticed or defpifed. The arts of convenience,

or elegance, were foon introduced. The young nobility

travelled into every part of Europe where they might gain

any kind of knowledge. Thofe citizens, who had been for

a long time abfent from their country while it remained in

a ftate of ruin and devaftation, returned and brought back

with them the various talents they had acquired.  Order,

political economy, and the feveral branches of government,

became fubjeéts of inquiry. Whateyer concerned -the re--
public was maturely difcufled in the general affemblics, and

freely approved or cenfured in the public writings. . Some

ufeful publications upon the abftrufe fciences appeared,

which were worthy of the notice of the moft enlightened.
nations. A language, hitherto barbarous, was at length’
fixed to fome grammatical rules, and acquired, in procefs of
time, a degree of precifion and clegance. The manners

and morals of the people underwent {till more neceflary and

more fortunate alterations. Politenefs, affability, and a

fpirit of communication, fucceeded to that fternnefs of tem-

per, aud that roughnefs of charafler, which a continual

ftate of warfare had left behind it.. Improvements of every

kind were adopted,. from whatever part of ‘the globe they

came. Foreigners, who introduced any new difcoveries, or

any branch of ufeful knowledge, mct with encouragement ;

and it was at this favourable jun&ure that the agents of the

Oftend company made their appearance,

A ricu merchant of Stockholm, nam-  The Swedes have
ed Henry Koning, approved of their- a fbare in the In-
fchemes, and procured the approbation dia trade. Man-
of the diet in 1731. An India company aner in which they
was eltablithed, with an exclufive privi- condud it..
lege of trading beyond the Cape of Good
Hope. The charter was only for fifteen years. It was
thought that this would be the belt expedient, either to af-
ford an early opportunity of reQifying any imperfeétions in-
cident to new undertakings, or to relieve the anxicty of
many citizens who warmly oppofed an enterprife, which
they thought repugnant to the nature of the climate and.
the conftitution. In order, as much as poffible, to unite
the advantages of a free trade with thofe of a privileged af-
fociation, it was agreed that the ftock fhould not be fixed,

Hg
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and that each proprictor fhould be at liberty to withdraw
his own at the end of every voyage. As mott of the adven-
turers were foreigners, chiefly Flemings, it was thought
equitable to {ecure a profit to the nation, by obliging them
to pay the yovernment [iftecn hundred filver dollars, or
three thoufand three hundred and ninety livres [ 141l §s.]
vpon the cargo of cvery fhip.

This tax did not prevent the company from fitting out
five-and-twenty fhips during the time that their charter laft-
ed. Three of thefe were fent to Bengal, and two-and-
twenty to China.  One of thefe fhips was wrecked with its
whole cargo, and three of them perifhed without any lad-
ing. Notwithltanding thefe misfortunes, the proprictors,
bulide their capital, rccetved eight hundred feventeen and a
half per cent. which, one year with another, amounted to
fifty-four and a half per cent, a profit infinitely great,
though cach of the proprictors was obliged to make and to
pay his own infurances out of it.

In 1746 the company obtained a new charter for twenty
years. They dilpatched fucceffively three vefiils to Surat,
and thirty-threc to Canton, one of which was wrecked with
all its lading, ncar the place of its deftination.  The profits
of the proprictors arofe to eight hundred feventy-one and
(ne quarter per ceat. or forty.three per cent. every year,
A remarkable event diftinguifhed this charter from the firlt,
From the year 1753, the proprictors gave up the liberty
they had always enjoyed, of withdrawing their capital at
pleafure, aud refolved to form themfelves into a permanent
body. The ftate induced them to confent to this new ar-
rangement, by taking no more than a duty of twenty per
cent. upon all the mercantile articles that thould be confum-
¢d in the kingdom, inftead of feventy-five thoufand livres
[31251.] which it had received for feven years paft upon
every voyage. This facrifice had been made with a delign
to enable the Swedith company to fuftain the competition
of tuat which had juft been eftablifhed at Embden : but the
public neceflitics aceafioned this indulgence to be retradled
in 1765. Perfidy was carried fo far, that cven all the ar-
rears were rcquired to be paid. :

In 1766, the monopoly was renewed for twenty years
more. The company lent the government 1,250,000 livres
[52,083l 6s. 8d.] without intcreft, and twice that fum up-

3
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on an interelt of fix per cent. The firflt of thele loans was.
to be fucceflively paid off by retaining the 93,750 livres
[3906l. 155.] which the company had engaged to give for
every fhip they fitted out ; and the fecond was to be return-
ed at four ftipulated periods. DBefore the firft of Januar
1773, onc-and-twenty vellels had been fent off, all for Chis
na; four of which were flill expedted. The feventeen that
had rcturned, had brought back with them twenty-two
millions tix huudred thoufand pounds weight of tea, and
fome other articles of much lefs importance. It cannot be
precifely afeertained what profits have accrued from thefe
expeditions; but it may be prefumed that they were con-
Liderable, fince the iliares have gained as far as two-and-forty
per cent. It is however gencrally known, that the divid-
end was twelve per cent. in 1770, aad that it has been fix
per cent. all the other years, and that the company is char-
ged with the infurances fince 1753,

The company have fixed the {eat of their affairs at Gota-
tenburg, the polition of which afforded conveniences for the
fitting out of fLips, and for the fale of goods, which were
not to be met with in the other ports of the kingdom, A..
preference fo ufeful has conliderably increafed activity inits -
road, and the cultivation of its territory.

At the origin of the compauy, their ftock varied from one -
voyage to another. It was fuid to be rated at fix millions
[250,000l.] in 1753, and at five [208,333l. 0s. 8d.] only at
the laft convention.  The belt-informed perfons know no-
thing upon this important point except frommere conjefture ;
forthe matter was never laid before the public. AstheSwedes
had at firft much lefs concern in this ftock than they have
had fince, the government have thought proper to envelop
it in myftery. Inorder to effect this, it was enalted, that
any dircctor who fhould divulge the names of the proprie-
tora, or the fums they had fubferibed, thould be [ufpended,
or even depofed, and fhould forfeit for ever all the money.
he had ventured in this undertaking. This {pirit of myf-
tery, inconceivable in a-free country, continued five-and.
thirty years. Twelve of the proprictors were indeed to ex- -
amine the accounts of the dire€tors every four years: but
thefe examiners were “appointed by the direction. Since
the year 1767, *the proprietors themfelves are the perfons
who choofe thefe commiffaries, and who receive their re«-
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ports at a general meeting. Thia new arrangement will
certainly have diminithed corruption. Secrecy in politics
is like ‘lying ; it may preferve a ftate for the moment, but
muft certainly ruin 1t in the end.  Both are only fervice-
able to evil-minded perfous.

"The produce of the fales has not always been equal. It
has been more or lefs confiderable, according to the num-
ber and fize of the fhips employed in the trade; and ac-
cording to the dearnefs of the articles at the place of their
manufalture, or their fcarcity in Europe. We may how-
ever affirm, that it has {carce ever been lower than two mil-
lions of livres [83,333]. 6s. 8d.] and has never rifen higher
than five millions [208,3331. 6s. 84.] Tea has always
yielded four fifths of this produce.

It is with piaftres, bought at Cadiz, that thefe affairs
have been tranfatted. The little that has been brought
from other parts does not deferve to be mentioned.

The confumption in Sweden was at firft rather more
confiderable than it has been fince, becaufe originally there
was no duty upon the Afiatic produions. Moft of them
have been fince fubje@ted to a tax of twenty, or five-and-
twenty per cent.; fome of them even, fuch as the filks,
have been prohibited at times. Thefe taxes have reduced
the annoal confumption of the kingdom to the value of
three hundred thoufand livres [12,500l.] All the reft is
exported, on paying to the ftate one eighth per cent. on the

roduce of the fale. Sweden, confidering the little fpecie
it has, and the mediocrity of its intrinfic refources, cannot
admit of a higher degree of luxury ; of which we fhall foon
be convinced.

Prefent flate. SweDEN, including that part of Finland
of Sweden.  and Lapland under its dominion, is of prodi-

gious extent. Its coaits, which are in gene-
ral difficult of accefs, are embarraffed with an infinite num-
ber of rocks, and many fmall iflands, where fome men, al-
moft favages, live by fithing. The interior part of the
country is very mountainous. Some plains, however, are
to be xZ)und, the foil of which, though fandy, marfthy, and
full of ferruginous matter, is not barren, efpecially in the
moft fouthern provinces. To the north of the empire, want
has taught the people, that they could live upon bread made
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of the bark of the birch tree, with a few roots and a little
rye. In order to procure a nourithment more wholefome
and more agreeable, they have endeavoured to fow fome of
the high grounds, after having felled and burnt the trees
that were upon them. The moft prudent among them
have given up this pra&tice, after having obferved that trees
and grafs no longer grew upon a ftony and meagre foil, ex-
haufted by two on three plentiful harvefts. Very large
fpaces of territory are covered with lakes of greater or lefs
extent : thefe ufelefs colleétions of water have heen fkilful-
ly turned to advantage, in eftablifhing, with the help of
{everal rivers, canals, and fluices, an uninterrupted naviga-
tion from Stockholm to Gottenburg.

This fketch of the natural ftate of Sweden, would in-
duce us to fuppofe that this country was never much
peopied, though it has fometimes been called the manufac.
tory of human kind. Probably the numerous bands that
came from thence, and which, under the fo-much.dreaded
name of Goths and Vandals, ravaged and fubdued fo many
regions of Europe, were only fwarms of Scythians and Sar-
matians, who came thither in a conftant fucceffion by the
north of Afia. Yet it would be, perhaps, a miftake to
fuppofe, that this vaft country was always as thinly peopled
as it is now. According to all probability, three hundred
years ago, this country had more inhabitants than it has at
prefent, though at that time they profeffed the catholic re-
ligion, which enjoins the monaftic life and the celibacy of
the clergy. The account taken in 1751 did not compute
the number of fouls at more than two millions two hun-
dred and twenty-nine thoufand fix hundred and fixty-one,
In 1769 this number was increafed by three hundred and
forty-three thoufand. It is generally fuppofed, that fince
this period, the population, only the thirteenth part of
which dwells in the towns, has not increafed, but has rather
diminifhed ; and this calamity is to be attributed to mifery,
and to the prevalence of epidemic difeafes. :

The number of inhabitants would be greater in Sweden,
if it were not continually deferted by the natives, who fre-
quently never return, ‘There are rgen in all nations, who,
either from motives of curiofity, or frem’'a natural reftlefl-
nefs, and without any determinate obje@, are fond of going
from ene country to another ; but this is only the malady
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of a few individuals, and cannot be confidered as the gene-
ral caufe of a conftant cmigration.  There is a natural pro-
penfity in all men to love their own country, which is rather
to be accounted for from moral, than from natural prin-
ciples,  An inherent foudnefs for fociety, the ties of blood
and of friendfhip, an acquaintance with the climate and
language, that partiality we are {o apt to contra&t for the
place, the manners, and the way of life we are accuftomed
to; all thele are, to a rational being, fo many motives of
attachment to the land in which he was born and educated.
They mult be powerful induccments that can determine
him to break all thefe ties at once, and to prefer another
country, where all will appear extraordinary and new to
him. In Sweden, where the whole power refides in the
ftates compofed of the feveral orders of the kingdom, even
that of the peafants, every one fhould naturally be more at-
tached to his country 3 yet cmigrations. are very frequent,
and there is no reafon to be furptifed at it.

The Jands in cultivation were formerly divided into four-
fcore thoufand and fifty-two hemmans, or farms, which it
was not permitted to parcel out. By an error till more
palpable, the laws had determined the number of petfons
that might live upon each of thefe farms, When this
number was completed, the father of a family was cbliged.
himfelf to expel from his houfe his children born after that
period, however he might be in want of them to increafe
the mafs of his produttions. It had been expeéted that:
this regulation would occafion the clearing of the unculti.
vated lands, and produce new hemmans. But it fhould
have been forfcen, that men, kept in fuch a ftate of op-
preflion, would neither have the will nor the means of at-
tending to new eflablifhments; and that moft of them
would go into foreign countries, in fearch of that tranquil-
lity of which their own fo unjultly deprived them. The
eyes of the government were not opened till the year 1748..
At this period it was at length underftood, that the public
required, that the labourers fhould have no greater extent
of foil than they could conveniently work ; ard the dict-
allowed them to divide their inheritance into as many por--
tions as they fhould tiink proper. This new arrange-
ment of things hafalready leffened the emigrations, and.
muft, in procefs of time, bring on the improvement of
agriculture. ’
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This was, it is {aid, in a tolerably-flourifhing flate when
Guftavus Vafa afcended the throne. This opinion is evi-
dently an improbable one, fince before that period the em.
pire had only emerged from the horrors of anarchy, to pafs
under the yoke of foreign tyranny, It is at leaft a faét, that
fince that time, this firlt of the arts has been always in a lan.
guid {tate. The nation has continually been reduced to the
neceflity of drawing a great part of its fubfiftence from its
neighbours, and fometimes to the amount of fix or feven
millions of livres [from 250,co0l. to 2¢1,6C6L 132, 4d.]
Many caules have contributed to this misfortune.  Among
the moft confiderable may be reckoned the diftribution of a
fimall number of men over too great a fpace.  The diltance
at which they were from one another, obliged each of them
feparately to provide for almoft all his own wants, and
has prevented them all from fericufly devoting themfelves
to any profeflion, and even to the eultivation of the lands.

The inf{ufficicney of the harvefls threw the ftate into con-
tinual embarraflinents. The mealures adopted at diftant
intervals to remove this evil, have not produced the defired
offe@. At length, in 1772, the government had the
firmnefs.to ftrike at the principal caufe of it, by prohibit-
ing the diftilling of the corn.  Unfortunately, the laws were
not of fufficient force to counteract the paffion thefe people
had for this kind of {pivit ; and the ftate was obliged to re-
lax the feverity of them. Its condefcenfion was not indeed
carried fo far, as to authorife the citizens to prepare this
liquor themfelves, as they were ufed to do ; but it engaged
tQ furnifh them with about three hundred thoufand tons of
grain for this purpofe, initead of a million of tons that were
before employed in it.

Stince this epocha, Sweden has drawn much lefs corn from
foreign markets.  Some of her writers on agriculture have
even pretended, that the might do without this affittance, if
the nation were to foifuke its erroncous methods of pro-
ceeding in thefe matters.  This opinion will not meet with
many partifans. Whether it be from the defe of the foil,
of climate, or of induftry, it is ccrtain, that the fame num.-
ber of men working the fame number of days, and with
_the fame means, do not bring forth in this region more
than a third part of the productions obtained in more for-
tunate countrics,



384 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE  Buck -

Thefe difadvantages of agricalture muft be compenfated
by the mines, molt of which belonged formerly to the
priefts. From the hands of the clergy they paffed, in
1480, into thofe of the government. By a ftill more for-
tunate revolution they have fince become the property of
individuals.

There is only the gold mine, difcovered in 1738, that
has remained with the ftate. As it yields only feven or
eight hundred ducats [between 3o0cl. and 4col. on an
average] per annum ; and that this fum is infufficient to-
defray the expences of working it, no native or foreigner
has yet offered to take it upon himfelf.

The filver mine of Sala has been known fince the
eleventh century. During the courfe of the fourteenth,. it
yielded twenty-four thoufand marks ; and in the fifteenth,
no-more than twenty-one thoufand two hundred and eighty.
It fell more and more, till the beginning of the century in
which we pow live. At prefent it produces from feventeen
to eighteen hundred marks every year. This is fifteen
or fixteen times more than all the other mines taken to-

ether,

Alum, fulphur, cobalt, and vitriol, are more abundant.
T'hefe are nothing, however, or fcarcely any thing, in com-

arifon of the mines of copper, and efpecially of iron.
%rom the year 1754 to 1768, there were exported annually
nine hundred and ninety-five thoufand fix hundred and feven
quintals of this laft metal. It then became to be lefs in
vogue, becaufe Ruffia brought to market iron of the fame
quality 20 per cent, cheaper. The Swedes- were obliged to
lower their price, and they muft lower it {till more, in or-
der not to lofe entirely the moft important branch of their
trade. The moft intelligent among them have taken the
refolution of working their iron themfelves, and of convert-
ing it into fteel, wire, nails, cannon, anchors, and other
materials of primary neceflity to other nations ; and the go-
vernment has prudently encouraged this induftry by grati-
fications. Thefe favours have met with general approba-
tion; while opinions have been divided with refpe& to
thofe granted to other manufa&ures.
* There was not, properly fpeaking, any manufa®ure in
the kingdom at the memorable era which reftored it to its
liberty. It was foon divided by two parties ; one who dif-
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played an inordinate paffion for all forts of manufaures,
and lavifhed the moft exceflive encotiragements upon them
all, without diftinguithing thofe which might be ufeful
from thofe which might be prejudicial to the ftate.
Great confufion arofe, from which the nation emerged
only to fall into an excefs equally fatal. The oppolite
party having prevailed, fhowed as much averfion for
the manufalures of neceffity, as for thefe that were
merely works of luxury, and deprived them both indiferi-
minately of all the privileges and favours that had been
heaped upon them. Notwithftanding the prodigalities of
the treafury, they had as yet acquired no confiftence ; and
the fuppreffion of thefe enormous grants occafioned their
total decay. The for8ign artifts, and even thofe of the
country, difappeared. The flattering profpe&t of pro-
moting great induftry vanithed at once; and the nation
found itfelf nearly in the fame ftate as it was in before the
year 1720.

The fitheries have not fhared the fame fate as the arts.
The only one that deferves our notice, in a political point
of view, is the herring fithery. It cannot be traced farther
back than 1740. Before that period, the herrings did not
frequent the cafts of Sweden. They then came in fholes
to the coaft of Gottcnbmg, which they have never fince
forfaken. Thé nation confumes annually forty thoufand
barrels of this fifh; and there are one hundred and fixty
thoufand barrels exported ; which, at the rate of thirteen
livres fifteen fols [about 118, §3d.] each, bringsin a re-
venue of 2,200,000 livres [91,666l. 13s. 4d. ] to the ftate.

The Swedifh nation was not yet poffefled of this ddvan-
tage, when the government refolved that foreign navigators
fhould not be allowed to introduce into the ports of Sweden
any other than the commodities of their own countty ; and
that they fhould not even be permitted to convey thefe
from one harbour of the kingdom to another. That fa-
mous ediét, known by the name of placard des produdlions,
reftored navigation, which had long fince been annihilated
by the calamities of war. A flag, which had been hitherto
unknown, was now difplayed on all the feas. The feamen
foon acquired fkill and experience, Some able politicians
were even of opinion that their progrefs was growing too
canfiderable for a depopulated country. They thought it
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would be more advifable to confine themfelves to the ex-
portation of their own produce, and the importation of fuch
forcign commodities as they wanted, and totally to lay
afide the mere freighting trade. This fyftem was warmly
oppofed. Some able men were of opinion that, far from
reftraining this branch of induflry, it ought to be en-
couraged, by abolithing every regulation tﬁat might tend
to obltru& 1t. The exclufive right of pafling the Sound
was formerly appropriated to a few towns, dittinguithed by
the name of Staple.  All the parts fituated to the north of
Stockholm and Abo, were obliged to fend their commodi-
ties to one of thefe ftaples, and there to take in thofe of
the Baltic, which they could have procured cheaper at firft
hand. Thefe odious diltinctions, Gontrived in barbarous
times, and tending to favour the monopoly of merchants,
ftill fubfift to this day. The wifeft fpeculators in political
matters, wifh to fee them abolithed, that a more general
competition may produce greater induftry.

It we were to judge of the trade of Sweden by the num-
ber of fhips.it employs, we fliould think it very important.
But when we confider, that this country fells nothing but
tar, pitch, potath, planks, fith, and coarfe metals, we fhall
not be furprifed to find, that its annual exports do not ex-
ceed 15,000,000 livres [625,000L.] The returns would
ftill be lefs by one-fourth, if we were to be regulated by
the accounts of the cuftoms. But it is a known fa&t, that
although they are only defrauded of five per cent. upon
the exports, yet they are cheated of five-and-twenty per
cent. on the imports. Admitting this, there would be an
almoft complete balance between what was fold and what
was houghrt ; and the kingdom would neither gain nor lofe
by its outward conunefions. Perfons extremely well verfed
in thefe matters, pretend even that the balance is to tue
difadvantage of the ftate, and that it has only filled up the
deficiency which this circumftance muft have occafioned in
its fpecie, by the help of the fublidies that have been grant-
ed by foreign powers. It hehoves the nation to redouble
all its efforts to extricate itfcdf from fo difagrecable a {itua-
tion. Let us examine whether the troops are upon a
better footing.

Before the reign of Guftavus Vafa, every Swede was a
foldier. Upon an emergency of the ftate, the hufbandman
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left his plough, and took up his bow. "The whole nation
was inured to war by civil commotions, which were unfor-
tunately continual. Government had then but five hun.
dred men in pay; but in 1§42, this fmall corps was in-
creafed to fix thoufand. In order to be difencumbered
from the maintenance of thefe forces, it was fuggefted, that
a portion of the domains of the crown fhould be afligned
to them.  This plan, oppofed for a long time by Brivate
interefts, was at length carried into execution. Charles X1
refumed the royal lands, which his predeceflors, and efpe-
cially queen Chritlina, had lavithed upon their favourites,
and fettled the moft valuable part of hisarmy upen them,

This army confilts at prefent of a body of twelve thou-
fand and twenty-eight men, always affembl.d, formed in.
difcriminately of natives and foreigners, having a regular
pay, and fcrving to garrifon all the fortreflus of the king-
dom. There is another corps fill more dillinguifhed, and
confidered by the people as the bulwark of the.empire ; it
is that which is known by the title of national troops. It
confilts of thirty-four thoufand two hundred and fixty-fix
men, who are affembled only one.and-twenty days in every
year. They have no pay : but they have received from ga-
vernment, under the name of &gffe/, pofleflions fufficient
for their fubfitence. From the common foldier to the
general, every man has a dwelling of his own, and lands
which he muK cultivate.  The counveniences of thelodging,
and the extent and value of the territory, are proportioned
to the rank every man holds in this corps.

"This inftitation has reccived the encomiums of all Europe.
Thofe who have {een the effeéts of it upon the {pot, have
been lefs waim in their approbation of it.  They have ob-
ferved, that thefe lands, which were paffing with rapidity
from one poffeflor to another, were always m the greateft
diforder : that the charater of the hufbandman was diame-
trically oppofite to that of the military man ; that the man
who cultivated the land attached himfelf to it, from the
care he beltowed upon it, and never quitted it without re-
gret; while the foldier, led by his profeffion from one pro-
vince of the kingdom to another, or from one country to a
diftant region, ought always to hold himfelf in readinefs to
march cheerfully at the firit ftroke of the drum, or the firit
found of the trumpet s that the labours of the ficld grow



188 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE  Bosk 5,

languid, when they are not feconded by a numerous family;
that it was confequently the duty of the farmer to marry ;
while the dwelling under tents, and in camps, and the ha-
zards of war, required an unmarried man, whofe courage
was not to be enervated by any tender conneion ; who
might live every where without any local predilection, and
might expofe his life every inftant without regret : that the
perfe®on of military difcipline was loft without conftant
exercife, while the cultivation of the land, admitting of no
reft, and fuffering no intermiffion, except in that ngorous
feafon which feparated the armies, and hardened the foil,
the fame hands would be unfit to wicld the {word and to
direét the plough : that the two profeflions required each
of them a great degree of experience, and that the uniting
of them in the fame perfon, was a fure method of having
only indifferent farmers and bad foldiers : that thefe lands,
thus diftributed, muft either become hereditary, or return
to the ftate; if they were made hereditary, there would
{oon be none left for other proprictors; and if they return~
ed to the ftate, this was the means of reducing to beggary,
from one moment to another, a multiplicity of children of
both fexes, and of peopling the kingdom, at the end of five
or fix campaigns, with unfortunate orphans: in a word,
that the cultom of the boffe/ appeared to them fo perni-
cious, that they did not hefitate to rank it among the nam-
ber of caufes that rendered a{carcity of corn fo %rcqur:nt in
Sweden,

The fituation of this country has determined it to create
two very different naval corps; one confifting of a great num-
ber of galleys, and a few flat-bottomed boats, for the defence
of its coafts, full of fhoals ; the other compofed of four-
and-twenty fhips of the line, and three-and-twenty frigates,
for more diftant latitudes. 1ln 1742, they were both of
them in a moft ruinous condition.  Since that period, thefe
veflels, moft of which are made of deal, becaufe there is
very little oak in the country, and which were almoft fall-
ing to pieces with age, have been repaired. Sweden may

offibly be in abfolute want of all her galleys ; but the muft
infallibly determine to leflen the number of her thips. Her
powers will never allow her to arm even half of them.

The public revenue of this kingdom does not exceed fix-
teen or feventeen millions of livres [from 666,666l 13s. 4d.
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to 7c8,333l. 6s. 8d.] It is colle€ted by a land-tax, the
returns ot the cuftoms, by duties upon copper, iron, and
ftamped paper, by a poll-tax, and a free gift ; and by fome
other articles lefs confiderable. This is very little for the
wants of government ; and yet its debts muft be paid from
this trifling fum,

Thefe debts amounted to feven millions five hundred
thoufand livres [312,500l.] when Charles XI came to the
crown. That prince, who was an economift in a manner,
becoming a fovereign, paid them off. He did more than
this, for he recovered feveral of the domains conquered in
Germany, and which had been mortgaged to powerful
neighbours. He likewife redeemed the crown jewels, upon
which confiderable fums had been borrowed i Holland.
He fortified the frontier towns, fuccoured his allies, and
often fitted out fquadrons to maintain his fuperiority on the
Baltic, The events fubfequent to his death once more
plunged the nation into its former confufion. This has
fince been always increafing, notwithftanding the {ubfidies
beftowed by France, and other lefs confidtrable fuccours.
In 1772, the ftate owed 90,450,000 livres [3,768,750l.]
which, at an intereft of four and a half per cent. brought
to the natives, or foreigners, 4,070,250 livres [169,593l
155.] At this period there were not above two millions of
livres [83,333]. Gs. 8d.] circulatin% in the kingdom. DBoth
public and private affairs were tranfatted with the bills of a
bank belonging to the ftate, and fecured by the three firft
orders of the republic.  This eftablithment has had its cen.
fors and its panegyrifts; and it is a problem not yet re.
folved, whether it has been ufeful or detrimental to the
nation.

Poverty is not, however, the greateft evil under which
Sweden laboured ; fhe was thredtened with calamities of a
more dangerous nature. *The fpirit of difcord excited a ge-
neral ferment. Hatred and revenge were the principal
caufes of events. Every man confidered the flate as the
prey of his arbition or his avarice. It*was no longer for
the public fervice that places had been created : it was for
the private emolument of thofe who filled them. Virtue
and talents were rather an obftacle to fortune, than a means
of elevation. The national affemblies difplayed nothing
but alts of difgrace or violence. Crimes were unpunithed,
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and were openly committed. The court, the fenate, and
all the orders of the republic, were filled with general dif-
truft. All men were beut upon each others deftrution,
with inveterate fury. When quick and ready means were
wanting, they were fought for at a diftance ; and men were
not afhamed to confpire with foreign powers againft “their
own country.

Thefe evils had their fource in the nature of the confti-
tution fettled in 1720. To a difgultful defpotifm, had
been fubftituted a fyftem of Iiberty ill arranged. The
powers deftined to balance and reftrain cach other, were
neither clearly explained, nor prudently diftributed. Ac-
cordingly, they began to clath with each other fix years af-
ter they had been eltablifhed. Nothing could poflibly pre-
vent this, It was a continual ftruggle between the head of
the ftate, who was inceflantly endeavouring to acquire in-
fluence by the making of laws, and the jea?oufy of the na-
tion to preferve the cxceutive power of them.  The differ-
ent orders of the republic difputed with the fame inveteracy,
concerning the txteut of their relpetive privileges.

Thefe contells, in which one party or the other alter-
nately triumphed or were defeated, occafioned great infla-
bility in the public refolutions. What had been decreed in
one diet, was cancelled in another, to be re-eflablifhed
anéw, and to be again abolithed. In this tumult of the
paflions, the general good was either forgotten, mifunder-
ftogd, or betrayed.  The happinefs of the citizens was
more and more difturbed ; aud all the branches of admini-
ftration bore the ftamp of ignorance, felf-interett, or anar-
chy. Thefe numerous evils were wrought up to their
higheft pitch, by a fyltem of corruption, the moft ignomi-
nious, perhaps, that any fet of men was ever infected
with. °

Two fadlions, into which all the others were refolved,
divided the flate.  That of the bats feemed intent upon re-
floring to Sweden its former flrength, by recovering thofe
rich pofleflions which had been fevered from it by the mis-
fortunes of war. This faction had devoted itfelf to France,
which might have fome intercit in encouraging its ambitious
views. T'he fation of the caps was a declared advocate for
tranquillity. Its moderation had rendered it agreeable to
Ruffia, which was defirous of meeting with no obftacles to
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her enterprifes. Thele two courts, efpecially that of Ver.
failles, Liad opened their treafures, to thefe bafe fa&ions.
The leaders of them appropriated to themfelves the greateft
part of thefe idle profufions ; and purchafed votes with the
reft.  Thefe were always at a low price ; but at the fame
time they were fcarce ever to.be relied, upon. Nothing was
more common than for a member of the diet to fell his vote
a fecond time. It was not even an uncommon circum-
ftance, that he fhould make himfelf be paid by both par.
ties at the fame time,

The unhappy fituation of a ftate, apparently free, kept
up that flavith difpofition, which degrades moft of the Eu-
ropean nations ; they gloried in their chains, when they be-
held the {ufferings of a people who had fhaken off theirs.
No one would be convinced that the Swedes had gone from
one extreme to another ; that, to avoid the mifchief of ar-
bitrary power, they had fallen into the confufions of anar-
chy. The laws had not provided means to reconcile the
private rights of individuals with thofe of fociety, and the
prerogatives it ought to enjoy for the common fafety of its
members.

In this fatal crifis, it was expedient for the Swedes to in-
truft the phantom of a king, of their own creation, with a
power fu&cfent to inquire into the abufes of the ftate,
and find out proper remedies for it. This is the greateft
adt of fovereignty a people can exercife ; and it is not lof-
ing their liberty to commit it to the cuftody of a guardian
in whom they can confide, while they watch over the ufe
he makes of the power delegated to him.

Such a refolution would have raifed the Swedes to the
greateft glory and happinefs, and have excited a general
opinion of their underltanding and wifdom ; whercas, by
declining fo neceflary a meafure, they have compelled the
fovereign to feize upon the fupreme authmity. He now
reigns upon his own terms ; and his {ubjetts have no other
right left, but fuch as his moderation would not fufler him
to deprive them of.

This event is too recent to allow usto entertain our read-
ers with an account of it. Time alone can reveal what an
hiftorian ought to know, in order to {peak of it with ac-
curacy. How fhall we difcriminate thofe who have fecond-
ed the views of the fovereign from gencrous motives, from
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thofe who have acceded to them from abjeét principles? He
himfelf undoubtedly knows them: but the heart of kings
is an impenetrable fan&uary, out of which the marks of
eftcem or contempt feldom fhew themfelves during their life-
time; and the key of which is but too frequently loft at
their death. Befideg, are not kings fubjet, as we are, to
the illufions of the paffions, and do they know better how
to diftribute cenfure or praife? The opinions of their fub-
je&s are equally fufpicious. Among the confufed and con-
tradi@ory voices that are heard at the fame time, who fhall
diftinguith the cry of truth from the deep and fecret mur-
mur of calumny, or the myfterious referve of the former
from the clamour of the latter ? We muft wait till intereft
and flattery have ceafed to explain themfelves, and till
filence is no longer impofed upan us from terror. Then
we may be allowed to take up the pen, without incurring
the fu({)icion of meanly paying our court to the man in
power, or of infolently bidding defiance to his authority.
Though we fhould be filent, pofterity will fpeak. The mo-
narch is fenfible of this truth. Happy, if he can enjoy
beforehand its approbation ! But woe to him, and woe to
his people, if he fhould difdain this tribunal ! '

Let us now inquire into the connetions, formed in India

by the king of Pruffia.

The king of THrs prince, in his younger years,
Prufia forms  wilely preferred the advantage of treaf-
an Eafi-India uring up knowledge, to the ufual plea-
company at fures of his age, and the luxurious idle~
Embden. nefs of courts. An intercourfe with the

: reateft men of his time, joined to the {pi-
rit of obfervation, infenfibly ripened his genius, which was
naturaliy a&tive and eager for improvement. Neither flat-
tery nor appofition could ever divert him from the deep re-
flections he was engaged in. He formed the plan of his
future condud and reign in the early part of his life. It
was foretold, on his acceflion to the crown, that his minif-
ters would be no more than his'fecretaries ; the managers
of his finances no more than his clerks ; and his generals no
more than his aids de camp. Some fortunate circumftan-
ces afforded him an opportunity of difplaying to the whole
world the talents he had acquired in retirement. With a

4
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quicknefs peculiar to himfelf, Frederick, inftantly difcover-
ing the plan it was his intereit to purfue, attacked a power
by which his anceftors had been kept in flavery. He ob-
tained the viory in five engagements againft that power,
deprived it of its beflt provinces, and concluded a peace
with the fame wifdom that he had begun the war.

Though his wars were at an end, yet he did not remain
inallive.  He afpired to gain the admiration of thofe very
people whom he had ftruck with terror.  He collected all
the arts about him, to give an additional luftre to his name.
He reformed the abufes in the courts of judicature, and
diftated himfclf the wifeft laws. A plain and invariable or-
der was eftablifhed in every part of government. As he
was convinced that the authority of a fovereign is a com-
mon benefit to all his fubje&s, a proteétion which all fhould
equally partake of, he gave to every man the liberty of ag«
proaching his perfon, and of writing to him. Every 1
itant of his life was devoted to the welfare of his people ;
his very amufements were made ufeful to them. His writ-
ings on hiftory, morality, and politics, abounded with
prac¥cal truths. Lven his poetry was full of profound and
mftru&ive ideas. He was confidering of the means of en-
riching his dominions, .when fome fortunate event put him
in pofleflion of Eaft Friefland, in the year 1744.

Embden, the capital of this little province, was reck-
oned, two centuries ago, one of the belt ports in Europe.
‘The Englith, compelled to abandon Antwerp, had made
it the centre of their conneions with the continent. ‘The
Dutch had long attempted, though in vain, to appropriate
it to themfelves, till it fo ftrongly excited their jealoufy,
that they even endeavoured to fill up the port. 1t wasin
every relpe@t fit to become the fltaple of a great trade.
The diflance of this little country trom the bulk of the
Pruffian forces might be attended with fome inconveniences ;
bat Fiederick expe@ed that the terror of hls name would
‘keep the maritime powers in awe. In his perfuafion, he
eftablithed an Eatt India company at Embden in 1751,

The capital of this new fociety, divided into two thou-
{and fhares, was 3,956,0c0 livres [ 164,833, Gs. 8d.] chief-
ly fubfcribed by the Englith and Dutch, notwithftanding
the {evere prohibitions of their governments. They were
allured by the unlimited freedom they were to enjoy, on

L
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paying three per cent. to the fovercign upon every fale they
fhould make. "The event did not an{wer their expeQation ;
fix thips, fent fucceffively to China, brought to the owners
no more than their bare capital, and a profit of half per
cent. for each year. Another company, formed foon after
in the fame place for Bengal, was ftill more unfuccefsful,
They never attempted more than two expeditions ; and the
only return they had was a law-fuit, which probably will
never be determined.  The tranfa&tions of both thefe focie-
ties were fufpended upon the commencement of hoftilities
in 1756, but their final diffolution was not fertled till
1763.

'lshis has been the only check the king of Pruffia’s great-
nefs has everreceived. We know how difficult it is to judge
of the merit of contemporaries ; becaufe they are not at a
fufficient diflance. Princes are of all men thofe we can leaft
hope to be acquainted with. Fame feldom fpeaks of them
without prejudice.  We commonly judge of them upon the
reports of fervile flattery, or unjult envy. The clamous
of the various interefts and opinious, that are in perpetual
agitation around them, confound or fufpend the judgntent
of the wifeft men.

Yet, if we might be allowed to pronounce from a mul-
titude of faQs connefted together, we thould fay of Fre-
derick, that he had been able to extricate himfelf from the
fchemes of all Europe combined againft him ; that to the
greatnefs and boldnefs of his enterprifes, he joined the moft
mpenetrable fecrecy in the execution of them ; that hein._
troduced a total change in the art of war, which, before
his time, was thought to have attained its higheft degrec
of perfection ; that he fhewed a fortitude fcarcely to be
-paralleled in hiftory ; that he turned his very miftakes to
better advantage than others do their fuccefs ; that all man-
kind were either loft in filent admiration of his aftions, or
could not {ufficiently extel them ; and that he refleéted as
much luftre upon his nation as other nations refliét upon
their {overeign.

This prince always prefunts a formidable afpet. The
opinion he has given of his abilities ; the indelible remem-
Brance of his altions ; an annual revenue of feventy mil-
lions [2,916,666). 135 4d.] a treafure of more than two
hundred 8,333,333 6s. 8d.] zn army of a bundred and
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fourfcore thoufand men : all thefe circumflances muft fe-
cure his tranquillity. Unfortunately it is not fo beneficial to
his fubjects as it was formerly. He fill leaves the manage-
ment of the coin to the Jews, who have introduced the
greateft confufion. He las done nothing for the relief of
the richelt merchants in his dominions, who have beeun
ruined by his fchemes. He has taken the moft confider-
able manufa@ures into his own hands. His dominions are
full of monopolies, which are the bane of all induitry. His
people, who idolized him, have been given up to a fet of
toreign plunderers. This conduct hath occafioned fuch
diftruft, both at home and abroad, that we may venture to
affirm, that all endeavours to reftore the Embden company
will prove ineffeétual.

O Frederick ! thou didft receive from nature a bold and
lively imagination, and unbounded defive of knowledge, a
propenfity to an adtive life, and a ftrength of conltitution
to {upport the fatigues of it. ‘L'hine earlicr years were de-
voted to the ftudy of government, policy, and legiflation.
At the view of thy firlt exploits, mankind, groaning ue-
der general oppreffion and flavery, {cemed to find fome
comfort in their misfortunes, frem the expe@ation that
thou wouldit be their avenger. They forctold thy fucce!-
fes, and implored a previous bleffiag upon them ; and Eu-
rope ditinguithed thee by the title or king and philofo-

her.
P When thou didft firft appear fa the ficid, all nations were
adonifhed at the vapidity of thy marches, at the kill dif.
played in thy encampments, and at the excellent difpofition
thou didit make of thine army in battle. The ftrict difcipa.
line in which thy troops were trained excited univerfal ad.
miration, and infured them victory: all extolled that me-
chanical fubordination which of feveral armies makes but ane
body, whofe motions, being all governed by one fingle im-~
pulle, exert their power at ouce towards the fame obje&.
Philofophers themlelves, prejudiced by the hopes thou hadft
raifed in them, and proud to fee a friend of the arts and of
mankind invefted with regal dignity, rejoiced perhaps at thy
vittories, though obtained at the expence of lg much
lilpod; and they confidered thee as a madel for military

ings.

But there is ftill a more glorious title ; that of a patriot

I, )
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king. This is a title ncver given to thofe princes, who,
making no diftinQion between truth and error, jullice and
})arti:\]ity, good and evil, confider the principles of mora-
ity merely as metaphyfical {peculations, and -imagine that
human reafon is fwaycd entirely by interett.  If the love of
glovy were extiné in thy breait ; if the powers of thy foul,
exhaufted by thy great exploits, had loft their force and
energy ; if the childith paflions of old age had reduced thee
to a level with the generality of kings; what would then
become of thy glory? What would become of thofe
praifes which fame, and the immortal teflimony of literature
and the arts, have beftowed upon thee ?  But let us hope
that thiy reign and thy life will not appear problematical in
hiftory. Let thine heart again be opened to thofe noble
and virtuous fentiments that were the delight of thy
younger days, Liet the latter years of thy life be employed
in promoting the felicity of thy people. Let fuceceding
generations expericnce the effe@s of that happinefs thou
thalt beftow upon the prefent.  The power of Pruffia is
the work of thy genius; it has been formed, and it muft
be {upported by thee. It muft beadapted to the ftate, the
glory of which thou haft raifed.

Lect thofe numberlefs treafures that are buried iu thy cof-
fers be again brought into circulation, and give new life to
the flate : let thy private pofleflions, which a fudden change
of forture may deprive thee of, be hercafter only fupported
upon the bafis of the national riches, which never can fail ¢
let thy fubjects, bending under the intolerable yoke of a
fevere and arbitrury government, find in thee the affe@ions
of a parent, inflead of the vexations of an oppreffor: let
exorbitant taxes upon individuals, and upon articles of con-
fumption, no longer obftiuct the advancement of agricul.
tare and indultry : let the inhabitants of the country, re-
covered frem a ftate of flavery, and thofe of the towns, be-
coming perfeétly fice, pals their lives agreeably to therr in.
clinations and refpeive powers.  Tlus thalt thou give fta-
bility to the empire which thy brilliaut talents have extend-
ed, and rendered illuttrious ; thus fhall thy name be infert-
ed in the refpedtable, but finall, lift of patriot kings.

Let thy virtues carry thee fill further, and induce thee
to procurc the blefling of tranquillity to the earth,  Let
the influence of thy mediation, and the power of thine
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arme, compel all.turbulent and reftlels nations to accept of
peace.  The univerle is the country of a great man ; it is
the ftage fuited to the difplay of thy abilitics : mayeft thou
become the benefaétor of all mankind !

Such was the difcowrfe I addrefled to thee in the midlt of
that tranquillity in which thou didft flatter thyfelf that thou
fhouldt end thine honourable career: like the Iternal
Being, if we may Le allowed to fay {o, to whom fonge of
praife are addreffed from all regions of the carth, when a
great event made thee refume thy thunder. A power,
which never confulted any thing but its own aggrandize-
ment in its motives for making peace or war ; without any
regard to the conflitution of the Germanic body, or to
the treaties that guarantce it ; without refpeé tothe rights
of nations and of families ; and in contempt of the cuftom-
ary and general laws of inheritance ; this power, I {ay,
formed pretenfions, affembled troops, appropriated to itfelf,
in imagination, the fpoils of princes too feeble to refift, and
threatened the lLiberties of the empire. Thou haft prevented
thefe evils. The old lion hath fhaken his mane ; he hath
iffued roaring from the place of his retreat, and his young
rival hath fhuddered. Till this inftant, Frederick had
fliewn himfelf powerful. The opportunity has offered of
fhewing nim(clf juft, and he hath feized it. Europe has
refounded with prayers for the fuccefs of his exertions ; for
he was then neither an ambitious conqueror, nor a.rapa-
cious merchant, nor a-political ufurper. He had been ad-
mired ; he now fhall be blefled. I had written at the foot
of his ftatue : THE MOST FORMIDABLE POWERS OF EU-
ROPE WERE COMEINED AGAINST HiM ; AND THEY DISAP-
rEARED BEFORE HiM. I fhall now engrave an infeription
lefs pompous, but more inftruétive 2nd more noble.  Na-
TIONS, HE BROKE THE CHAINS THAT WERE PREPARING
FOR YOU. DPRINCES OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE; HE WILL
NOT ALWAYS EXIST—LOOK TO YOURSELVES. .

No greatncels, no profperity can exift = Settlement of the
in a monarchy without the influence of  Spaniards in the
the fovereign ; but it docs not folely de-  Philjppines.
pend upon the monarch to do every thing
that is calculated to procure the happinefs of his people.
He fometimes meets with powerful obltacles in the prejudi-

I3
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ces, the charalter, and the difpofitions of his fubjeéts.
Thefe indeed may undoubtedly be corre&ted ; but this is a
revolution we often expcét for a long time, and which has
ot yet tuken place in the Philippines.

The Philippines, formerly known by the name of the
Manillas, form an immenfe archipelago to the eaft of Afia.
They extend from the fixth to the twenty-fifth degree
north, and have an uncqual breadth, fpread from forty to
two hundred leagnes. Among the number of them, which
1s prodigious, thirteen or fourteen are diftinguifhed more
corfiderable than the reft.

Thefe iflands prefent to the obferving eye, a terrible and
majeflic profpe@.  They are covered with bafaltes, with
lava, with fcorie, with black glafs, with melted iron, with
gray and friable ftones filled with the wrecks of the animal
and vegetable kingdoms, with fulphur kept in a ftate of fu.
fion by the continual a&tion of fubterrancous fires, and with
burning watere which communicate with hidden flames.
All thefe great accidents of nature are the effe&t of extin-
guifhed volcanos, of fome that are flill burning, and of
others that are forming in thefe decp cavities, where com-
buftible materials are always in agitation. We may con-
je@ure without prefumption, that thefe countrics, which
may be reckoned among the moft ancient of the glohe,
are approaching nearer to their deftru&tion than any
others.

» The afhes, with which thefe immenfe furnaces cover the

furface of a deep foil for ages paft ; the firring up of the
ground inceffantly renewed by earthquakes ; the heats that
are common to all the countries fituated under the torrid
zone ; the moifture, which is habitually kept up in thefe.
regions by the proximity of the ocean, by the height of the
mountains, and by forefts as old as the world: fuch are
probably the caufes of the almoft incredible fertility of the
Philippines.  Moft of the birds, quadrupeds, plants, fruits,
and trees that are found in the reft of Afia, are alfo feenin
this archipelago, and almoft every thing here is of a better
qualit;. Some vegetables even are difcovered here, which
do not appear anywhere elfe.  1f an intelligent naturalift
were to go over thefe iflands with the freedom and the afe
fiftance neceflary, he would cestainly envich the fciences
with a variety of cwious, ufeful, and intercfling know-
ledge.
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Unfortunately, the climate of the Philippines is not fo
agreeable as the foil is fertile.  Although the fea and land
breezes may keep up, during fix months, a greater degree
of temperature than might be cxpefed from their fituation,
yet throughout the reft of the year, the fky is all on fire
with lightning, and the ficlds are deluged with continual
rains. Neverthelels, the air is not unwholefome. The
conftitution indeed of foreigners is rather weakened by a
{uperabundant perfpiration : but the natives of the country
live to an advanced age, without being expofed to any in-
firmities except fuch as man is liable to everywhere.elfe.

The centre of the{fe mountainous iflands is occupied by
favages, who feem to be the oldeft inhabitants. Whatever
may be their crigin, they are negroes, and have moft of
them woolly hair. They are not tall, but are ftrong and
nervous. Somctimes a whole family forms itfelf into a lit-
tle community ; but moft frequently each individual lives
with his female companion alone. %‘hcy never quit their
bows and arrows. Accuftomed to the filence of the forefls,
they feem alarmed at the leaft noife. Their life is entirely
the fame as that of beafts, The fruits and roots they find
in the woods are there only food ; and,. when they have
exhaufted one fpot, they go and inhabit another. All en-
deavours to reduce them to fubjetion have provedineffec-
tual, becaufe nothing is more difficult than to fubdue a na-
tion wandering among places that are inacceflible.

The plains from which they have been driven, have been
fucceflively inhabited by colonies from Malaca, Siam, Su-
matra, Borneo, Macaffar, the Moluccas, and Arabia. The
manners, idiom, religion, and government, of thefe ftran-
gers, evidently diflinguifh their feveral origins.

MacrLran was the firft European who  The Spaniards
difcovered thefe iflands.  Upon fome dif  and Portuguefe
content, he left Portugal, his native coun- dipute the pof-
try, and entered into the fervice of the jfe/fon gf the
emperor Charles V, and paffing the Rtraits  Philppines.
that now bear his name, he arrived at the
Maaillas in 1521 ; from whence, after his death, his lieute-
nants repaired to the Moluccas, difcovered ten or eleven
years before by the Portaguefe. This voyage would pro-
bably have been attended with remarkable confequences,

Ig4
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had they not been prevented by the combination we are
going to mention,

In the fifteenth century, while the Portuguefe were be-
gianing to make voyages to the Eafl Indies, and endeavour-
g to monopelize the trade of fpices, and of manufa&ures
which had been in conftant requeft among civilized nations ;
the Spaniards, by the difcovery of America, were fecuring
greater treafures than imagination could form any concep-
tion of. Though both nations were purfuing their refpec-
tive views of aggrandizement in far diftant regions, they
might probably interfere with each other ; and their mu-
tual antipathy would have made fuch an event dangerous.
To prevent this, the pope fixed their refpeive claims in
1493, in confequence of that univerfal and ridiculous power
which the Roman pontiffs had affumed for feveral centuries,
and which the idolatrous ignorance of the two nations,
equally fuperftitious, flill kept up, that they might plead
the excufe of religion for their avarice. He gave to Spain
all the countries that fhould be difcovered to the weft of a
meridian taken a hundred leagues from the Azores, and ta
Portugal whatever land they might conquer to the ealt of
that meridian. The year following, the powers concerned
agreed among themficlves, at Tordefillas, to remove the
line of feparation to the diftance of three hundred and fe-
venty leagues from the Cape de Verd iflands. This, in the
eyes of the moft intelligent people, was a fuperfluous pres
caution. But, at that period, men were not fufficiently
acquainted with the theory of the earth, to know, that, as
the navigators of ome crown advanced to the weft, and
thofe of the other to the eaft, they muft, fooner or later,
meet in the fame point. Magellan’s expedition evinced
this truth.

The court of Lifbon did not conceal the uneafinefs they
felt at this event. They were determined to run any rifk,
vather than fuffer a rival, already too much favoured by
fortune, to come and difpute with them the empire of
the Afiatic feas. However, before they ventured to con-
tend with the only power whofe naval ftrength was then
formidable, they thought it advifable to try the method of
negociation ; and fucceeded better in it than they expeed.
Charles V, who was frequently in want of money to carry
ofi his too immenfe and too frequent undertakings, gave up
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irrevocably, in 1529, for the fam of 350,000 ducats, or
2,598,750 livres [108,181l. 15s.] all the pretenfions he
might have upon the countries recognifed under . his name
in the Iudian ocean : he even extended the Portuguefe line
of feparation to the Ladrone iflands. This is at leaft the
account given by the Portuguefe hiftorians ; for the Cafti-
lian writers fay, that their monarch referved to himfelf the
power of renewing the difcuffion of his rights, and of re-
fuming them if the decifion fhould be in his favour : but
only after he had refunded the money he had received.

The treaty of Saragofla met with the fame fate as other
political conventions.

In 1§64, Philip I refumed the pro-  The Spaniards
je& of conquering the Manillas.  Spain form fettlements
was then too much weakened by her con-  at~the Philip-
quefts in America, to think of founding, pincs.
by force, a new empire at the cxtremity
of the Eaft Indies. The mild methods of perfuafion were
for the firft timé adopted in her plan of aggrandizement.
She charged feveral mi&onaries with the office of acquiring
new fubje&s for her, and they did not entirely fruftrate her
expeltations.

T'he men upon the coafts, who were formerly idolators
or mohammedans, and who were made fubjeét to Spain by
the chriftian religion, were not cntirely favages, as thofe of
the inland parts.  They had chiefs, laws, houfes, and fome
imperfect arts.  Several of them had fome knowledge of
agriculture. The property of the ficlds they had fown was
confirmed to them ; and the happinefs they enjoyed made
others defirous of acquiring pofleflions. The mounks, com-
miffioned to diftribute them, referved for themfclves the
moft extenfive, beft fituated, and moft fertile portions of
this immenfe territary ; and the government made a formal
ceflion of thefe lands to them.

Great things were expefted from thefe arrangements,
imperfe& even as they were.  Many caufes have combined
to prevent the fuccefs of them.

In the firft place, moft of the miffionaries, brought up in
the ignggance and indolence of a cloiftered life, have not
fpurred on the Indians under their direfion to labour as
much s they ought to have dore. It may even be faid,

Is
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that they have diverted them from it by employing them
inceflantly in religious ceremonies, meetings, and folemni-
ties. A fyftem, as repugnant to every kind of rational wor-
thip, as to found policy, has left the lands diftributed to the
fubjetted people in a ftate of annihilation. Even the lands
of their blind guides have been little or 1l cultivated ; and
this, perhaps, becaufe the government diftributes §25,c00
livres {21,8751.] annually to thefe monks.

The condu@ of the Spaniards has always encouraged
this fatal ina&ivity. The propenfity to idlenefs which thefe
proud men had brought with them from their country, was
ftill more confirmed by the permiffion which the court
granted them, of fending every year to America a fhip la-
den with the produtions and manufaltures of Afia. The
treafures which were brought back by this immenle veflel,
made them confider the moft creditable and leaft laborious
occupations as difgraceful and infupportable. Their indo-
Tence fuggelted no other refource to keep up a voluptuous
life.  Accordingly, when the misfortunes of war fufpended
for a year or two the fitting out of this galleon, moft of
thefe conquerors were plunged in the meft dreadful mifery.
They became beggars, thieves, or affaffins. The troops
were participators in thefe enormities, and the tribunals of
juftice were ineffe@ual againft fo many crimes,

‘The Chinefe naturally prefented themfelves to give to
the arts, and to agriculture, that a&ivity which the lazinefs
and the pride of the Spaniards denied them. The naviga-
tors of this celebrated nation frequented from time imme-
morial the Manillas, to obtain the produétions natural to
thefe iflands. They continued to refort to them afier they
had fubmitted to a foreign yoke. Their numbers increafed
flill more, when the riches of Mexico'and Peru, which cir-
culated there, gave room for more extenfive fpeculations.
A great number of artifts, and a ftill greater numbef of
cultivators, who were too numerous in this flourithing em-
pire, were foon brought there by their (hips, Thefe labo-
rious, economical, and intelligent men, offered to clear the
lands, to eftablih manufaflures, and to fet on foot every
fpecies of induftry, upon condition that the property of
fome parts of an immenle territory, which had no owner,
fhould be given to them, and that the tributes exatted
from them fhould be moderate. T'his was an infallible me-
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thod of eftablithing, at the extremity of Afia, a flourithing
colony, without lofs of men, and without any pecuniary
facrifice. Unfortunately for the Philiglpines, the Spaniards
have not becn fufficiently fenfible of this truth ; neverthe-
lefs, the little good that has been done in thefe iflands has
been the work of thefe Chinefe.

Spain has fubmitted to its dominion in  Prefent flate of
this archipelago fome parts of nine large the Philippines.
iflands. That of Luconia, which is the '
moft confiderable, is five-and-twenty leagues in length, and
thirty or forty in breadth. The Spaniards land there at a
great circular bay, formed by two capes, at the diftance
of two leagues from each other. In this fhart fpace, we
meet with the {mall ifland of Marivelles, which leaves
two paffages open; the eaftern one is the warroweft and
the fafelt. '

To the fouth-calt of the bay ftands the barbour of Ca-
vite, which is in form of a horfe-fhoe, and is defended by a
fmall fort, and a garrifon of three hundred men. Twelve
fhips may ride here in fafety upon a f{limy bottom. Here
it is that the veffels neceflary for the fervice of the colony
are conftru@ed.

In the {fame bay, at three leagues diftance from Cavite,
near the mouth of a navigable river, rifes the famous city of
Manilla. L’Egale, who took it from the Indians in 1571,
judged it a proper place to become the centre of the ftate
that was to be founded, and fixed the feat of government
and commerce there. Gomes Peres de las Marignas en-
clofed it with walls in 1590, and built the citadel of St.

"James. The city has Leen fince enlarged and embellithed.

‘The river, which traverfes it, defcends from a lake that is
twenty leagues in circumference. It is formed by forty
sivulets, upon each of which is fettled a colony of Indian
cultivators. It is from hence that the capital of the em-
pire received its fubfiftence.  Unfortunately it is fituated:
between two volcanos which communicate with one an-
other, and the cavities of which, always in fermentation,
feem to pave the way for its ruin..

According to the calculation of 1752, throughout the
whole archipelago, there are no more than one million
three hundred and fifty thoufand Indians who have fube

b 16 .
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mitted to the Spanith yoke. Moft of them are chriftians ;
and from the age of fixteen to fifty, they all pay a poll-tax
of four reals, or two livres fourtcen fols [2s. 3d.] They
have been diftributed in twenty-two provinces, of which
the ifland of Luconia alone, though not entirely fubdued,
contains twelve,

The fettlement is fubje&t to a governor, whofe office
continues eight years, but who is fubordinate to the viceroy
of Mexico. He commands the army, difpofes of all civil
and military employments, and may grant lands to the
foldiers, and even ereét them into fiefs. This power,
though only balanced by the influcnce of the clergy, has .
been found fo dangerous, that many expedicnts have been
devifed to check its exorbitancy. The moft effetual of
thefe expedients, is that, by which it is decreed, that the
condu& of a governor fhall be arraigned even after Lis
death ; and that, when a governor lives beyond the time of
the expiration -of his office, he fhall not quit the place till
his adminiftration has been inquired into. Lvery individual
is at liberty to complain; and, if has fuflered any wrong,
he is to be indemnified at the coft of the delinquent, who
is likewife condemned to pay 2 fine to the fovereign, for
having brought an odium upon him. At the time this
wile inflitution was made, it was obferved with fuch rigour,
that, when accufations were of importance againlt the go-
vernor, he was imprifoned. Several died in confinement ;
and others were taken out, only with a defign to infli
fevere punifhments upon them. By degrees this formidable
mode of proceeding has come to nothing. The chief of
the colony gives his fucccflor enough to pay for his poft;
he having already received the fame fum from his pre-
deceflor.

This collufion Las brought on a fettled fyftem of op-
prefion.  Arbitrary taxes have been levied ; the public re.
venue has been leflened in paffing through the hands that
were appointed to colle& it; a duty of feven per cent,
which has been laid on all merchandize on its coming in,
has made trade degenerate into fmuggling ; the farmer has
been compelled to lay up his crops in the magazines of the
government ; and fome governors have carried their tyranny
to fuch atrocious lengths, as to determine the quantity of
corn that the fields were to produce, and to oblige the
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farmers to bring it in ; and not only to wait fog-the pa
ment as long a time as their oppreffive matters fhould think
proper, but alfo to receive it in whatever manner it could
be given to them.  For thefe two centuries paft, fome up-
right governors have attempted to put an end to thefe enor-
mities ; but their endeavours have proved ineffeGual, be-
caufe the abufes were too inveterate to yield to a tranfient
and fubordinate authority. Nothing lefs than the fupreme
power of the court of Madrid could have reftrained this
{pirit of univerfal rapacioufnefs; but this power has never
exerted itfelf for fuch a purpofe. This fhameful negle& is
the true caufe why the Philippine iflands have never been
in the leaft improved. Their name would fcarcely be
known, were it not for their conneétions with Mexico.

Thole conne@ions, which have fubfifted ever fince the
firft fettlement of the Spaniards in the Eaft and Weft In-
dics, confift only in conveying the merchandize of India to
Anmerica by the Seuth fea, None of the articles that com-
pofe thefe rich cargoes are the produce either of the foil or
of the induftry of thofe iflands. ‘Their cinnamon is brought
from DBatavia. The Chinefe bring them filks; and the
Englith or the French fupply them with white linens and
printed’ calicoes from Bengal and Coromandel.  From
whatever port the goods have beer brought, they muit
come in before the departure of the %alleons. C I they
fhould arrive later, they could not be dilpofed of, or muit
be fold at a lofs to merchants, who are obliged to fhut them
up in warchoufes, till they are forgotten. The payments
are made in cochineal and Mexican piaftres, and partly in
cowries, which are not current in Africa, but will pafs
cvery where on the banks of the Ganges.

A serrremenT which has notamore  Dangers to which
folid foundation may perhaps be ealily the Philippines are
overthrown. We do not therefore hefi-  expofed.
tate to foretel, that the Philippines will
one day, fooner or later, be taken from its prefent poflefl=
ors. A few refleftions will be fufficient to give thefe con«
je€ures the conviction of evidence,

Some enlightened navigators have informed us, that the
Spanith pofleffions, which in thefe diftant regions had
always been in a languid Rate, are become perceptibly
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more fo fince the year 1768, when the jefuits were banithed
from them. - Befides that the immenfc domains of thefe
miffionaries are entirely fallen off from the fertility to which
they had brought them ; the lands of the Irdians likewife
whom they governed, which were the only ones tolerably
cultivated, and where fome ufeful arts were to be found,
have funk again into that ftate of annihilation from whence
they had been raifed. It has even happened that thefe
iflanders, the leaft indolent perfons of the colony, have been
expofed to the fame odium, well or ill founded, which pur-
{ued their guides.

A greater calamity affeCted this archipelago the next
year. ~All the Chinefe, without exception, were banifhed
from it ; and this profcription occafioned a breach, which,
in all probability, will be clofed. Thefe people, whofe
ruling paffion is avarice, came every year to the Philippines
with five-and-twenty or thirty fmall veflels, and gave en-
couragement to fome labours to which they alone could fix
a price.  Thefe were not the only advantages. A number
of their countrymen, fettled in thefe iflands, gave an habi-
tual example of a life conftantly fpent in employment. Several
of them cven vifited the Indian colonies, and, by making
them timely and cautious advances, infpired them with the
defire, at the fame time that they furnifhed them with the
means, of improving their fituation. It is to be regretted,
that thefe means of profperity have been annihilated, by the
impoffibility which the Spaniards perhaps experienced, of
retaining a people fo prone to infurrections.

Before thefe deftrnctive events, the people manifefted a
determincd averfion for their tyrants. Oppreflion had often
made them break through the bounds of obedience ; and
without the intervention of their paftors, the unavailin
cfforts of degenerate troops would never have brought them
again into fubje@ion. Since the expulfion of thefe miffion-
aries, who had moft influence aver them, has deprived the
Spanith government of its greateft firength, the Indians,
who are lefs reftrained, muft be defirous of recovering their
independence, and may have, perhaps, fufficient energy to
re-aflume their primitive rights, .

To thefe dangers, which may be called domeftic, foreign
perils are: added, which are ftill more alarming. Some

favages, iffuing from the Malay iflands, make habitual in-
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curfions on the coaft of the Philippines, carrying deftruftion
along with them, and taking off thoufands of the chriftians,
whoem they reduce to flavery. This piracy is feldom punifh-
ed ; becaufe the Spaniards, divided into four fattions, known
by the name of Caftilians, Galicians, Mountaineers, and -
Bifcayans, are entirely taken up with the hatred that tor-
ments them, and behold, with an indifferent eye, whatever
is foreign to their difputes. The Malays have always been
more and more emboldened by thefe divifions, Already
have they driven the common enemy from feveral iflands.
They are every day encroaching-upon them, and will foon
become mafters of the poflcflion, unlefs they be prevented
by fame European nation, more powerful or more aftive
than the one they now have to contend with.

In 1762, the Englifh got pofleflion of the Philippines -
with more facility than they had expefted. Although
they were deprived of them by treaty, they may perhaps
be {lill ambitious of feizing upen them again, when an op-
portunity fhall offer.  Other nations may equally afpire to
this conqueft, in order to make it the centre of their em-
pire in the feas and upon the continent of India. It is
therefore probable that the Spaniards will be driven from
the Philippines.

Some politicians think that this would not be an evil; an
opinion that has long been entertained. The Philippines
had but juft opened a communication with America, when
the Spaniards thought of giving them up, as being preju-
dicial to the interelt of the mother-country. Philip IT
and his fucceflors confantly rejecied that propofal, which
was often renewed. The city of Seville in 1731, and that
of Cadiz in 1733, entertained more rational notions. Both
thele cities imagined, and it is rather furprifing that the
idea did not occur fooner, that it would be advantageous to
tlie Spaniards to have a direét concern with the trade of
Afia, and that the pofleffions they had in thofe parts fhould
be made the centre of their traffic. In vain was it urged,
that as India affords filks and cottons fuperior to thofe of
Y.urope, both in workmanthip and colouring, and at a much
cheaper price, the national manufatures could net fupport
te competition, but would infallibly be ruined, This ob»
jeQlipn might have its weight with regard to fome nations ;
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but appeared altogether frivolous, confidering the fituation
of Spain.

Advantages that  ‘I'ne Spaniards, indeed, ufe none but
might be made of foreign ftuffs and linen, either for wear-
the Philippines.”  ing apparel or furniture. “Thofc conti-

nual demands matt neceffarily increafe
the induftry, the wealth, the population, and ftrength of
their neighbours; who avail themfelves of thefe advantages
to keep that nation which fupplies them in a ftate of de-
pendence. They would certainly aét with more wifdom
and dignity, were they to ufe the Indian manufaQures.
They would be preferable, both in point of cconomy and
clegance, and would leflen that competition which mufl, in
the end, prove fatal to Spain.

The inconveniences which ufually attend new under-
takings are here previoufly cbviated. 'The iflands which
Spain poflfles lie between Japan, China, Cochin China,
Siam, Borneo, Celebes, and the Moluccas, and are favour-
ably fituated for forming connections with thofe feveral
kingdoms., Their diftance, from Malabar, Coromandel,
and Bengal, would not prevent them from proteéting effec-
tually any fadtories it might be thought advantagecus to
citablith on thefe induftrious coafts. They would, more-
over, be defended by immenfe feas from the ravages which
fo often affect the continent, and would be eafily preferved
from the temptation of interfering in the contelts which
prevail there.

This diftance, however, would not prevent the archipe-
lago from being fure of fubfiftence. No country in Afia
abounds more in fruits, fago, cocoa trees, and efculent
plants of all kinds. Rice, which in the greater part of In-
dia muft be watered by dint of labour twice a day, till its
grain is well formed, 13 more eafily cultivated in the Pani-
Lippines. When it is fown on the borders of rivers, ¢r in
plains which may be covered with water at pleafure, it
yields two plentiful crops in a year, without requiring any
attention, till the time of gathering it.

All the grains of Europe thrive in thefe iflands, They
would furnifh a fufficiency of them for the failors, however
numcrous they might be, if the negligence and tyranny of
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the government had not condemned moft of the lands to a.
fhameful ferility. .

The number of cattle on thefe iflands is a matter of
aftonithment to all voyagers. Every religious community
has meadcws from five-and-twenty to thirty leagues in ex-.
tent, covered with forty or fifty thoufand oxen. = Although
they are not watched, they feldom get beyond the rivers
and mountains which are the boundaries of thefe poffeffions.
Thofe which happen to go aftray, are eafily known again,
by the mark of the different orders, which is impreffed on
them with a hot iron, and they are always faithfully reftored’
to their proper owners. Since the invafion of the Englith,
and the ravages that were the canfequence of it, the num-
ber of horned cattle is leflened ; but it is ftill very con-
fiderable.

Before the year 1744, none of our vegetables grew on.
the fertile foil of the Phil pines. At this period Mahé
de Villebague carried fome fecds there. All thele ufeful
plants had fucceeded, when cight months after, the culti-
vator, who was called away clféwhiere by his commercial
concerns, left his garden to another Frenchman fettled. in,
thefe iflands. 'The Spaniards, who had not withdut
jealouly feen a foreigner fhew them what they ought to
have dene two centuries before, refe up with fo much vio.
lence againft his fucceflor, that in order to reftore trame
quillity, the adminiltration thought themfelves obliged to
order thefe wholefome roots to be pulled up. Fortunate~
ly, the Chinefe, who are inceflantly intent upon cvery
thing that can contribute to the improvement of their
fortune, had privately taken care of them. By degrees
the people grew reconciled to an innovation of fo ufe%ul a
kind ; aad 1t is at prefeut one of the chief refeurces of the

- colony. .

Such is then one of the cffe&s of national hatred, that it
inclines the natives rather to deprive themfelves of a benefit,
than to owe it to flrangers ; and particularly to the French,
who of all other nationsare the moft detefted, notwithftanding
the connection {ubfifting between the two governments.
From whence can this antipathy arife ?

If we travel much, we fhall not find any people fo. mild,
fo affable, fo frank, fo polite, fo lively, fo gallant, as the
French. They are fometimes too much fo ; but is this {a
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Hitherto, fugar has been only cultivated for the con-
fumption of the colony. The apprehenfions of having its
grice a little raifed, has occafioned the exportation of it to

e prohibited, wlth heavy penalties. This erroncous fyftem
cannot laft. Permiflion will foon be obtained to furnifh
the greateft part of Afia with a produion, for which the
foil of the Philippines is cxtremecly favourable. Iron will
be an additional objet of the trade of thele iflands.

"Chis metal abounds, and is of {uperior quality, through.
out the whole archipelago. Neverthelefs,” none of the
mines had yet been opened, till about the year 1768, when
Simon de Auda fortunately thought of eftablithing forges.
The fuccefs would have been more certain, if this active

overnor had not begun too many undertakings at once;
if his projects had been more maturely confidered ; and if
he had employed, to bring them to perfe&tion, me-
thﬁfis more conformable ta the principles of humanity aud
juftice. - .

The excellent copper which. is difperfed over feveral of
the Philippine iflands, is not lefs worthy of the attention.of
government.  This mectal-is employed in India for the
veflels ufed in public worfhip, fur ordinary utenfils, for
coins, which muit be inceiiantly renewed, becaufe tie peopie
are as eager to bury them, as rich men are to conceal more
precious treafures under ground. The Dutch draw from
Japan what is neceffary to fupply all thefe wants. They
will neceflarily lofe this branch of their trade, if the Spani-
ards, awakened from their lethargy, fhould venture to d#f-
pute it with them.

The Philippines Liave, above the other Luropean colo-
nies, the advantage of poffefling gold. I'he Indians find
fome particles of it in the fand and flime of the rivers, which
carry it along with their ftreams. T'he quantity they col-
le& may amount to five or fix hundred thoufand livres
[from 20,843l. Gs. 8J. to 25,000l.] per annum. They
deliver it in private to fome foreign navigators, who in re- -
turn {upply them with merchandize. Formerly it was fent
into America, for Cavendifh found to the value of 658,800
livres [27,450l.] of it, upon the galleon that was failing to-
wards Mexico. If Spain, foregoing its ancient maxims,
fhould encourage this fpecies of induftry, by leaving to thofe
who fhould devote themfelves to it the free ule of the
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riches it would produce, would not that kingdom fecure to
itfelf an additional refource for trading to advantage in the
Indian feas?

It would not be reduced to the neceflity of defiring that
foreign navigators fhould come in queft of the produtions
of thefe iflands. As the Philippines furnith plenty of ma-
terials for a well-eftablithed navy, its fubjetts might frequent
all the markets, and add the benefit of freighting to their
other advantages.

This aétivity would ‘pave the way for the communication
between this and the mother-country, In the prefent con-
fufed ftate of the Philippines, it is not eafy to torefee what
they may one day furnifh to Spain. It now procures from
thence alam, buffaloes’ hides, caffia, woods for dying, falt-
petre, tortoifc-fhell; and mother-of-pearl, which the Chinefe
have bought up, in order to {ell it again to the Europeans at
Canton, for three times the price they have given for it;
cacao, which, though brought from Mexico, has not dege-
nerated ; and indigo, which the bounty of nature produces
fpontaneoufly. An enlightened man was defirous of at.
tempting, in 1750, to give this rich plant every improve-
ment it might receive from cultivation. This novelty met
with a general and violent oppofition. The marquis d’Oban-
do, who was governor at that period, was obliged to take
this citizen under his protection, and affigned him an inclof-
ed territory, where he might cariy on his operations with
fafety. The experiments were all extremely fuccefsful ;
and fince this event, the cultivation of this precious dye has
been attended to, though not with fufficient induftry.

Ifan indolence peculiar to the Spaniards had not imped-
ed their progrefs in every thing, they would have naturaliz-
ed the {pices, two centuries ago, upon this territory, fo
contiguous to the Moluceas.  Perhaps they might have
fhared with the Dutch this fource of wealth. It will be
committing a new fault, to defer any longer an experiment,
the greateft inconvenience of which isg that of its being
ylelefs.

This government might alfo be prompted, by the excel-
lent quality of the cotton cultivated in the Philippines, to
eftablifh there, with the affiftance of the inhabitants of the
continent, beautiful and numerous manufadtures. While
they were waiting for the fuccels, which, in new undertak-



214 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Dok #.

_ings, however well planned, is always flow, the Spaniards
would purchale in forcign markets the filks, calicoes, and
other articles of the produce of Afia, fuitable to their
country, and would obtain them at a lower price than their
competitors.  All the nations in Europe employ the filver
they get from America to trade with in India. Before this
precious metal can reach the place of its deftination, it
muft have paid confiderable duties, taken a prodigious com-
pafs, and have been expofed to great riflks; whereas the
Spaniards, by fending it direQly from America to the Phi-
lippines, would fave duties, time, and infurance; fo that
while they furnifhed the fame fum as the rival nations, they
would in reality make their purchafes at a cheaper rate.

If the fimple plan we have traced out thould ever be car-
ried into execution, the Spaniards, who are fettled in Afia,
would ncceffarily, and forever emerge from that indolent
ftate of diffolution, in which they have languithed for two
centuries. The {ubdued people would blc%s a government
that was hecome equitable ; and thofe who are {till contend-
ing for their independence, would {ubmit, in multitudes, to
the controul of wife laws. The neighbouring nations,
whom pride or injuftice have driven from the ports frequent-
ed by their forefathers, would again diret their fhips into
harbours, where indultry and harmony were united. The
European merchants, who are opprefled with the fetters of

monopoly upon the Indian feas, would carry their a&tivity,
their Enowlcdge, and their ftock, into an afylum of happi-
nefs and liberty. The colony, the revenues of which
amount to 2,728,000 livres [ 113,666l 135. 4d.] would no
longer colt Spain annually §27,500 livies [21,979l. 3s. 4d.]
and would become one of the fineft fettlements in the
world.

This revolution can never be efleted by an exclufive
company. For thefe two centuries paft, fince the Europ-
eans have frequented the feas of Afia, they have never been
animated by a truly landable fpirit. In vain have fociety,
morality, and politics, been improved amongl us; thofe
diltant countries have only been witnefles of our rapacioul-
nefs, our reftleflnefs, and our tyranny. The mifchief we
have done to other parts of the world has fometimes been
compenfated by the knowledge we have imparted, and the
wile inftitutions we have eftablithed : but the Indians havc
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ftill continued under their former darknefs and defpotifm ;
and we have taken no pains to refcue them from thofe
dreadful calamitics. Had the feveral governments direfted
the fteps of their free traders, it'is probable that the love of
glory would have been united to a paffion for riches, and
that fome nations would have made attempts capable of
rendering their names illuftrious. Such noble and difinter.
cfted intentions could never be purfued by any company of
merchants ; who, being confined by the narrow wviews of

refent prolit, have never employed their thoughts about the
ﬁappinefs of the people with whom they traded ; a circum.
ftance which, being naturally expe@ced, hath never been im-
puted to them as a crime,

How much would it redound to the honour of Spain, to
fhew a fenfibility for the interefts of mankind, and to en-
deavour to promote them ! That nation now begins to thake
off the fetters of prejudice, which have kept it in a ftate of
infancy, notwith{tanding its natural ftrength.  Its fubjets
are not yet degraded and corrupted by the contagion of
riches, from which they have been happily preferved by their
own indolence, and by the rapaciouftiefs of their govern-
ment. Thefe people muft neceffarily be inclined to what is
good ; they are capable of knowing it, and no doubt would
pradife it, having all the means in their power from the
pofleffions their conquefts have given them in the richeft
countries of the univerfe. Their fhips, failing from their
feveral ports, might either meet at the Canary iflands, or
feparately proceed to their feveral deftinations, and thus be
the means of procuring happinefs to the remoteft paits of
Afia. They might return from India by the Cape of
Good Hope; but would -go thither by the South fea,
where the fale of their cargoes would greatly increafe their
capitals. This advantage would fccure to them a fuperior-
ity over their competitors, who fail with falfe bills of lading,
feldom carrying any thing but filver. They would meet
with a frefh fupply of provifions up the river Plata, if they
fhould be in want of them. Thofe who were able to wait
longer would only put into Chiliy or even proceed to' the
ifland of Juan Fernandez.

"This delightful ifland, which takes its name from a Spa-
niard to whom it had been given, and who took a diflike to
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‘it after he had lived there fome confiderable time, is fituat-
ed at 110 leagues diftance from the continent of Chili. Its
greateft length is but” about - five leagues, and its breadth
‘ot quite two. In this fmall fpot, where the land is very
mountainous and irregular, there is a clear {ky, pure air,
excellent water, and every vegetable that is deemed a fpeci-
fic againft the fcurvy. It has appeared from experience,
that all forts of European and American corn, fruit, and
quadrupeds will fucceed there extremely well. The coafts
abound with fith ; and, befides all thefe advantages, there is
‘alfo a good harbour, where thips are fheltered from every
‘wind but the north, and even.that never'blows fo ftrongly
as to be productive of any danger. ‘

Thefe conveniencies have induced all the pirates who
have infefted the coafts of Peru, to put in at Juan Fernan-
dez. Anfon, who went to the South feas with more im-
portant proje&s, found there a comfortable and fafe afy-
lum. The Spaniards, at length convinced that the precau-
tion they had taken to deftroy the cattle they had placed
there was infufficient to keep off their enemies, took the
refolution, in 1750, to people it.  Unfortunately, the new
tolony was placed on too low a fpot, and of the hundred
and feventy-one perfons of every age and fex who compof-
ed it,five-and-thirty were fwallowed up, fix years after, by
the furges of the ocean, which exceeded its bounds. Tholc
who had efcaped the waves, were fixed upon an eminence
which commands the harbour ; and for their fecurity, a
fmall fortification has been raifed, defended by a garrifon of
fixty-fix men. It now became neceffary to think of fup-
plying their wants. All the thips employed in trading be-
tween Peru and Chili were at firlt obliged to ftop at Juan
-Fernandez.  This tyrannical compulfion could not be lait-
ing ; and the government at length refolved, purpofely, to
fend two thips there every year.

This poft will become a ufeful fettlement, if the court of
Madrid will but attend to her own intereft. It is needlefs
to purfue this fubje&t any further. The plan, which we
have done nothing more than fuggeft, would evidently tend
to promote the trade, the navigation, and the greatnels of
-Spain.  The connetions that Ruffia keeps up with China
by land, can never acquire the fame degree of importance.

4
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Berween thefe two empires, the greatnels  General idea
of which aftonithes the imagination, there is  of Tartary.
an immenf{e {pace, known in the earlielt timea
by the name of Scythia, and fince by that of Tartary. This
region, taken in its full extent, is bounded on the weft b
the Cafpian fea and Perfia; on the fouth, by Perfia, Indo-
itan, and the kingdoms of Aracan and Ava, China, and
Corea; on the eaft, by the Eaftern ocean; and on the
north, by the Frozen ocean. One part of thefe vaft de-
ferts is fubje@ to the Chinefe empire ; another is under the
dominion of Ruflta; the third is independent, and is called
Kharifin, and Greater and Lefs Bucharia.

The inhabitants of thefe celebrated regions have always
lived by huating and fithing, and upon the milk of their
flocks ; and have ever had an cqual averfion for living in
cities, for a fedentary life, and for the toils of agriculture.
"T'heir origin and their cuftoms, fo far as we are acquainted
with them, are equally ancient, for the former could never
be traced, on account of their fequelterced and wandering
way of life.  They have lived in the fame manner that thewr
forefathers did ; and, if we look back to the remoteft anti~
quity, we fhall find a very {triking refemblance betwecen the
men of the earlieft ages, and the Tartars of the prefent time.

T'hefe people have in general been followers of the great
Lama, who refides at Putali, a town fituated in a diftriét,
which partly belongs to Fartary, aud partly to India. This
extenfive region, where mountains rife above one another,
is called Boutan by the inhabitaats of Indoftan, Tangut by
the Tartars, Tfanli by the Chinele, Lafla by the Indians
beyond the Gauges, aud Thibet by the Europeans.

Their religion appears, from monuments of undoubted
authority, to be of above three thoufand years {tanding, and
is founded on the exiftence of a Supreme Being, and the
fublimelt principles of morality.

It has been generally imagined, that the followers of the
Lama believe him to be immortal ; that, in order to main=
tain the deception, this divinity never appears but to a few
favourites ; that, when he receives the adoration of the peo-
ple, it is always in a kind of tabernacle, where a dim light
thews rather a faint reprefentation than an exaét refemblance
of that living god ; that, when he dies, another prieft is fub-
itituted in his ftead, as nearly of the fame fize and figure as

Vol. 11, K '



218 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book ».

" poffible ; and that, by means of thele precautions, the delu-
fion is kept up, even on the very fpot where the farce is
alted ; and much more, without doubt, in the minds of be-
lievers, who are further removed from it.

A fagacious philofopher haslately deftroyed this prejudice.
It is true, the great Lamas feldom fhew themfelves, the
better to maintain that veneration they have infpired for
their perfon and their myfteries; but they give audience
to ambafladors, and admit princes who come to vifit them.
But if their perfon be feldom to be feen, except on fome
important occafions, or on great feftivals, their piture is
always in full view, being hung up over the doors of the
temple at Putali,

The circumftance that has given rife to the fable of the
immortality of the Lamas, is, that it is a tenet of their
faith, that the holy fpirit, which has animated one of thefe
pontifts, immediately upon his death pafles into the body of
him who 1s duely ele@ed to fucceed him. This tranfmi-
gration of the divine {pirit is peifeftly confonant to the
do@rine of the metempfychofis, which has always been the
cftablithed {yftem in thofe parts.

The religion of I.ama made confiderable progrefsin early
times. It was adopted in a large part of the globe. It is
profefled all over Thibet and Mongalia; is almolt univerfal
in Greater and Lefs Bucharia, and feveral provinces of Tar-
tary ; and has fome follewers in the kingdom of Caflimere
in India, and in China.

This is the only form of worfhip that can boaft &f fuch
remote antiquity, without any mixture of other {yftems.
The religion of the Chinefe has been frequently adulterated
by the introdu@ion of foreign deities and fuperftitions,
which have been adapted to the tafte of the lower clafs of
people. The Jews have feen an end of their hieraichy,
and their temple has been demolifhed. Alexander and
Mohammed ufed their utmoft endeavours to extinguith the
facred fire of the Gaurs. Tamerlane and the moguls have
in a great meafure diminifhed the worfhippers of the
god Biama in India, But neither time, fortune, nor men,
have ever been able to fhake the divine power of the great
Lama.

This -is an effe to be referved to the improvement of
the human mind. If the Tartars be enlightened, they will
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foon examine into the nature of their crecd; they will dife
pute, and take up arms againft each other : but fuperftition
will arife half extinét out of the ftreams of blood which fhe
has fhed. In order not to lofe all his influence, the prieft
will give up thofe points of his {yftem which are evidently
incompatible with common fenfe; and he will defend the
relt againft the attacks of infidels. This revolution will
however be more flowly-brought about, than in thofe em.
pires which have not a well-regulated ecclefiaftical hier~
archy, and where there is not a fupreme head, whole office
it is to fupport the doétrines in their primitive ftate. The
Lamas themfelves confels that they are no gods; but they
pretend to reprefent the divinity, and to have received a
power from heaven to decide ultimately on whatever relates
to public worfhip. Their theocracy extends as fully to
temporal as to {piritual mateers; but all civil matters, look- -
«d upon as profane by them, they confider as inconfiftent
with their dignity, and therefore commit the care of go-
vernment to perfons whom they judge to be worthy of their
confidence.  This circumftance has fucceflively occafioned
the lofs of feveral provinces of their valt dominions, which
have fallen a prey to their governors.  The great Lama,
who formerly was abfolute mafter of all Thibet, now pof-
{fles but a fmall part of it.

The religions opinions of the Tartars have never enerv-
ated their valour,  Hardened by the froits of the North,:
and by the fatigucs of a wandering life ; inceflantly under
arms, and perpetually engaged in battles, thele people have
never ceafed being warlike.  An ardent, wild, and reftlefs
difpofition, has always difgufied them of their poor and un-
cultivated deferts.  Ambition has always attracted their
avidity towards the countries of Afis, celehrated for their
opulence.  People whom the arts and a foft climate -have
rendered effeminate, could not fupport the attacks of thefe
hardy and ferocious men. The habit of going to war with.
out pay and without magazines, has carried their paffion
for plunder to the moft inordinate excefs: and as they were
incapable of fecuring their conquefts by equitable laws and
a ftrict policy, they have founded their power in all parts on
terror and deftruction.

It was to check the inroads of thefe robbers into China,
that, three hundred vears before the chriftian era, that

4 K 2,
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famous wall was built, which extends from the river Ho-
ambo to the fea of Kamtfchatka; which has a terrace run-
ning all along the top of it, and is flanked in different parts
with large towers, atter the ancient manner of fortifying.
Such a monument fhews that there muft have been at that
time a prodigious population in the empire : but at the fame
time it feems to indicate that there was a want of prowefs
and military {kill. If the Chinefe had been men of courage,
they would themfelves have attacked the roving tribes, or
kept them in awe by well-difciplined armies ; 1f they had
been fkilled in the art of war, they would have known that
lines five hundred leagues in length, could not be defended
in every part, and that, if they were broken but in one
place, all the reft of the fortificaion would become ufelefs.

Accordingly, the inroads of the T'artars continued till
the thitteenth century. At that period, the empire was
conquered by thofe barbarians, under the command of Gin-
gis Khan.  This foreign power was not deflroyed till after
cighty-nine years, when it fell into the hands of an indolent
prince, who was governed by women, and was a flave to his
minifters.

When the Tartars were expelled {from the conquells they
had made, they did not adopt the laws and government of
China. When they repaffed the great wall, they relapfed
into barbarifm, and lived in their deferts in as uncivilized
a ftate as they had done before.  They united, however,
with the few who had continued in their roving way of life,
and formed feveral hordes, which infenfibly became popu-
lous, and in procefs of time incorporated into that of the
Manchews. Their union infpired them again with the pro-
jet of invading China, which was toru with domeflic dif-
{enlions.

The difcontented parties were then {o numerous, that
they had. no lefs than eight different armics, under the com-
maund of as many chicfs.  In this confufion the Tartars,
who had long ravaged the northern provinces of the em-
pive, feized upon the capital in 1644, and foon after upon
the whole kingdom.

This invafion did not feem fo much to fubdve China, as
to add to its extent, by the acceflion of a great part of Tar-
tary. Soon after this, China was further enlarged by the
fubmifficn of the Mogul Tartars, celebrated tor having
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founded moft of the thrones in Afia, and particularly that
of Indoftan.

This extraordinary revolution was fcarce completed,
when the empire was threatened with a new enemy, that
might prove a formidable one. _

Tre Ruffians, who, towards the latter Confentions of
end of the fixteenth century, had conquer- the Ruffians
ed the uncultivated plains of Siberia, had and Chinefein
penetrated through a number of deferts to  Tartary.
the 1iver Amour, which led them to the
Ealtern fea, and as far as Selenga, which brought them on
the confines of China, a country highly extolled for its
riches.

T'he Chinefe were apprehenfive that the incurfions of the
Ruffians might in time give them fome difturbance; and
they ere&ed fome forts to reftrain this neighbouring power,
whofc ambition began to excite their jealoufy. Sharp con-
tells then arofe between the two nations concerniug their
boundaries. Skirmifhes were frequent hetween the parties
engaged in the purfuits of the chafe, and an open war was
daily expe@ted.  Very fortunately the plenipotentiaries of
the two courts found means to bring about a reconciliation
in 1689 ; the limits were fixed at the river Kerbechi, near
the place of negociation, three hundred leagues from the
great wall.  This was the firft treaty the Chinefe had ever
been concerned in fince the foundation of their empire, and
it brought on a new arrangement. They granted the Ruf-
fians the liberty of fending a caravan every year to Pekin,
an indulgence which had always been denied to foreigners
with the utmolt precaution. It was eafily perceived that
the Tartars, though they conformed to the manners and.
government of the Chinefe, did not adopt their political
maxims,

Tuis liberty granted to the Ruffians did  7The Ruffians-
not infpire them with moderation. They obtainleave to
perfifted in their ufurpations, and built, thir-  fend @ cara-
ty leagues beyond the ftipulated limits, a ci-  van to China.
ty, w%\ich they called Albaffinfkoi or Jafca,

"the Chinefe, having in vain complained of this encroach-
ment, at laft determined to avenge themfelvesin 1715,  As
K

3
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the czar was engaged in a war on the Baltic, and could not
fpare troops to defend the extremities of Tartary, the place
was taken after a fiege of three years.

The court of Peterfburgh was prudent enough not to
give way to a fruitlefs refentment.  They fent a minifter to
Pekin in 1719, with inftrutions to renew the trade that
had been loft amidft the late difturbances. The negocia-
tion fucceeded ; but the caravan of 1721 not being con-
duted with more caution than the former, it was agreed,
that for the future no tranfations fhould be carried on be-
tween the two nations except upon the frontiers.

Before this ncw arrangement, a caravan went every year
from Peterfburgh, traverfed immenfe deferts, and was met
on the frontiers of China by fome hundreds of {oldiers, who
efcorted it to the capital of the empire. There, all who
belonged to it were {but up in a caravanfera, to tait till
the merchants fhould offer them the refufe of their ware-
houfes. The traflic being thus completed, the caravan re-
turned to Ruffia, and arrived at Peterfburgh three years af-
ter it had fet out from thence.

In the ordinary courfe of things, the indifferent merchan-
dize brought by the caravan would have been of very little
value ; but as this trade was carried on for the court, and
that the goods were always fold under the immediate in-
{petion of the fovereign, commodities of the worft kind ac-
quired a value. The admiffion to this kind of fair was a
privilege which the monarch feldom graated but to his fa-
vourites. All were defirous of approving themfelves wor-
thy of this diftin&ion, and the way to fucceed was by over-
bidding each other without difcretion, as each was ambi-
tious that his name fhould appcar upon the lift of the buy-
ers.  Notwithftanding this thameful emulation, what was
put up to fale was fo trifling, that the produce, dedu&ing
the confumption of the court, never anounted to 1c0,0c0
crowns [ 12,50cl.]

Since the caravans have been difcontinued, two large ma.
gazines have been cftablifhed at Kiatcha, one Ruflian, and
the other Chinefe, where all the articles, intended for ex-
change, are depofited.  Commiffaries appointed by the two
nations fuperintend this trade, in which fpecie is very fel-
dom ufed. Ifthe Ruffians, who never give any, are oblig-
.ed fometimes to receive gold, they are compelled to cede it



Book . IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 223

to the crown, upon terms which indemnify it for the taxes
it wonld have levied on the merchandize.

The moft confiderable of the articles which the Chinefe
bring to this ftaple, is green tea, of an infinitely {uperior
quality to that which- Lurope receives acrofs the immenfe
trac of fea. Accordingly, the Ruffians are obliged to pay
for it as much as twenty livres [16s. 8d.] per pound ; al-
though they feldom fell it again for more than fifteen or
fixteen [from r12s. 6d. to 13s. 4d.] To indemnify them
for this lofs, they never fail to raife the price of their furs:
but this artifice turns out lefs to their advantage than to
that of the government, which reccives a tax of five-and.
twenty per cent. upon every thing that is bought or fold.
The cuftoms at Kiatcha fometimes return to the ftate as far
as two millions of livres [83,333. Gs. 8d.]; in that cafe,
the trade of Ruffia with China muft amount to fix millions
[250,c00l.]

It was not {o confiderable when Peter I endeavoured to
eftablifh through independent Tartary a communication be~
tween Siberia and India.

That §reat prince, whofe mind was always engaged in
fome ufeful proje@, was defirous of opening that communi-
cation by means of the Sirth, which waters the Turkeftan ;
and, in 1719, he fent 2,500 men, in order to make himfelf
mafter of that river.

T'here was no fuch river to be found ; its waters had been
turned off, and conveyed through feveral channels to the
lake Arall. This had been done by the Ufbeck Tartars,
who had taksa umbrage at the repeated obfervations they
had feen making. So fingular an incident, therefore, de-
termined the Ruffians to return to Aftracan. The govern-
ment had loft fight of this obje&, when, towards the year
1738, the inhabitants of the two Bucharias, known by the
name of Bucharfis, were themfelves defirous of trading with
Ruffia. To encourage this uncxpeéed event, the treafury
gave up part of the enormous duties it generally requires.
Orenbourg became the feat of this new trade. ~The Tar-
tars bring there, from their own territorics, thofe beautiful
flceces of lambs that are cut out of their dams bellies, in or-
der that their fkins may be clouded, white, and fine. They
alfo bring various kinds of merchaudize which they have
drawn from Indoflan, and efpecially a quantity of rough
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diamonds. They likewife bring about four hundred quin-
tals of cxcellent rhubarb. Each quintal cofts goo livres
[2¢l. 16s. 8d.] and the college of trade fells it for nearly
double that fum.

We cannot form {o advantageous an idea of the connec-
tions of Ruffia with the Indies by the Cafplan fea. 'This
was, however, in the remotelt ages, the track by which
Europe and Afia communicated with each other. The re-

* gions bordering upon that immenfe lake, which are at pre-
fent very much depopulated, extremely poor, and in a fa-
vage flate, afford to intelligent minds undoubted proofs of
former fplendour. Coins of the ancient kaliphs are daily
dilcovered there. Thele monuments, with others equally
authentic, would feem to favour the account of fome Indi-
ans having been fhipwrecked on the coatts of the Elbe in
the reign of Auguitus, which has always been confidered as
fubulous, notwithflanding the concurrent teflimony of co-
temporary writers who related the faét. It has never been
underftood how any inhabitants of India could fail on the
Germanic {eas ; but was it more wonderful to fee an Indian
trading in the northern countrics, than to fee a Roman
make his way inte India through Arabia? The Indians
went into Perfia, where they embarked on the Hircanian
fea, failed up the Wolga, peneirated into Permiasby the
Kama, and from thence might embark on the Nerthern fea
or on the Baltic.

Enterprifing men have appeared, and will for ever appear,
inallages. Man has within himfelf a natural energy that tor-
ments him; and which is direted by taite, caprice, or faftidi-
oufnefls, to the moft fingular attempts. He 1s curious, and de-
firous of {eeing, and of being informed. The thirft of know-
ledge is lefs univerfal, but it is more irrefiftible than that of
gold. Man travels to a great diftance in order to acquire fome-
thing to fpeak of, and to make himfclf be fpoken of in his
own country, What the defire of fame produces in one,
the impatience of mifery occafions in another. It is ima-
gined that fortune is more eafily acquired in diftant regions,
than near our own home. Men go a great way to obtain,
without fatigue, what they could not otherwife get with-
cut affidnous labour.  They travel through lazinefs, or in
fearch of fools and dupes. There are fome wretched beings
who flatter themfelves they fhall efcape their deftiny by
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running away ftom it. There are fome intrepid men who
court danger ; others, without either ftrength of mind or
virtae, cannot {upport a poverty which lowers them in fo-
ciety beneath their ftation or their birth.  Ruin fuddenly
brought on, either by gaming, by diflipation, or by ill-con-
certed [chemes, reduces others to a ftate of indigence to
which they are ftrangers, and which they g0 to conceal at
the poles, or under the equator. 'To thele caufes may be
added others that are produéive of conftant emigrations:
fuch as, the oppreflions of bad governments, want of reli-
gious toleration, and the frequency of difgraceful punifh-
ments, which drive the guilty man from a country where he
would be obliged to walk with his eyes turned to the
qiound, to another where he may boldly pafs for a man of
probity, and look his equals in the face.

No fooner had the Englith difcovered Archangel, about
the middle of the fixteenth century, and fettled a commerce
with Ruffia, than they formed the proje¢t of opening a
way into Perfia by the Wolga and the Cafpian {ea, which
would be much eafier and fhorter than that of the Portu-
guefle, who.were obliged to fail round Africa and part of
Ala, to get into the gulf of Perfia. A further induce-
ment to attempt this, was, that the northern parts of Per-
fia, bordering upon-the Cafpian fea, produce much richer
commodities than: the fouthern. ‘The filks of Chirvan,
Mazanderan, and more efpecially Gilan, arc the beft in all
the Eaft, and might be employed with advantage in any
manufatures. But the trade of the Englifh was not yet
fufficiently confirmed, to encounter the diﬂ%cultl'cs that muft
attend fo valt and fo complicated anwundertaking.

Some years after, a duke of Holftein, who had eftablith-
ed fome {ilk manufactures in his dominions,. was not deter-
red by thefe difficulties. He wanted o get the raw filk
from Perfia, and fent ambaffadors thither, of whom there
never has been any other account but that of their voyage.

When the French were convinced of the influence of
trade on the political balance of Europe, they alfo withed
to procure Perfian filks by the way of Riffia; but their fa-"
tal paffion for conqueft made them forget this proje&, as
well as many others that have been fuggefted by men of
underftanding, for the profperity of that yreat nation.

Peter I, guided by his own genius,Khis owWn experience,
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and the informations of foreigners, could not but be fenfi-
ble at laft, that his {fubjects were the people who ought to
enrich themfelves by the produéions of Perfia, and in pro~
cefs of time by thofe of India. Accordingly, in 1922, at
the beginning of the commotions that have overturned the
empire of the fophis, that great prince feized upon the
fertile regions bordering on the Cafpian fea. The heat of
the climate, the dampnefs of the foil, and the malignancy
of the air, deftroyed the troops that were left to defend
thofe conquefts. Ruffia, however, did unot refolve to re-
linquifh the provinces fhe had ufurped, till fhe found, in the
year 1736, that Kouli Khan, who had conquered the
Turks, could compel her to reftore them, :

The court of Peterfburgh laid afide all thoughts of car-
rying on any commerce with that part of the world, when
an Englilhman of the name of Elton laid a fcheme, in
1741, for putting his country in poffeflion of it.  This en-
terprifing man was in the {ervice of Ruflia; his propofal
was, to convey the Englifh woollen cloths, by way of the
Wolga and the Cafpian fea, to Perfia, to the north of In.
doftan, and to the greateft part of Tartary. In confe-
quence of this traffic, he was to reccive in exchange, gold,
and fuch commodities as the Armenians fold at an extrava-
gant price, being maflers of all the inland trade of Afia.
This proje@ was warmly adopted by the Englifh company
in Mufcovy, and favoured by the Ruffian mimfry.

But the Englifh adventurer had fcarce begun to put it
in execution, when Kouli Khan, who wanted bold and
active men to fecond his ambition, found means to entice
him into his fervice, and by his afliftance to make himfelf
maiter of the Cafpian fea. The court of Pcterfburgh, ex-
afperated at this treachery, revoked, in 1746, all the pri-
vileges they had granted ; but this was an ineffectual re-
medy for fo great an cvil.  The untimely death of the Per-
fian tyrant was much more likely to bring matters into their
former ftate.

That great revolution, which once more plunged the fo-
phy’s dominions into a more complete anarchy than ever,
reftored to the Ruffians the dominion over the Cafpian fea.
This was a neceffary prelude to the opening of a trade with
Perfia and India, but was not alone {ufficient to infure its
fuecefs ; which met with almoft infuperable obfacles from.
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the Armenians. An a&ive nation, accultomed to the eaft-
ern manners, in pofleflion of a large capital, extremely
frugal in their expences, who had already formed connec-
tions from time immemorial, entered into the minutelt de-
tails, and embraced the moft comprehenfive fpeculations :
fuch a nation was not eafy to be fupplanted. Nor did the
court of Ruffia expe it; but, on the contrary, endea-
voured to increafe the number of thefe able merchants, an-
ciently fettled at Aftracan. Its views have not been crown-
ed with fuccefs. It is however exerting itfelf to furmount
the obitacles that have prevented it ; and there is much to
expect from the new kind of fpirit that fecms to animate
the whole kingdom of Ruffia.

Tuis empire, which, like all others, Esxtent, govern.
rofe from fmall beginnings, is become, in  ment,population,
procefs of time, the largelt in the world.  and revenues of
Its extenc from eaft to welt is two thou- Ruffra.
fand two hundred leagues, and from fouth.
to north about eight hundred.

Excepting the provinces conguered at the beginning of
this century on the borders of the Baltic, which have pre-
ferved all the rights they before enjoyed ; the Ukraine;
which has been maintained in.the pofleflion of fome of its
rights ; and the wandering tribes which it has been impof-
fible to fubmit to any regular {yftem of policy ; all the other
parts of the empire are {ubje@ to the fame form of govern-
ment.

Under thele arbitrary laws, a body of ignorant clergy
live, who in former times weve formidable, but who are be-
come tra&table fince they have been ftripped of the poffef-
fions lavifhed upon them by fuperflition, and of the million
of flaves who ufed to cultivate them..

After this, a body of nobility prefents themfclves, wha
are in pofleflion of moft of the lands, and keep in their de-
pendence all the unfortunate men who cultivate them at
the fweat of their brow.

After thele, comes the clafs of free men. Thefe are fo
obfcure, that Europe has for a long time been ignorant of
their exiftence. At prefent we know that they are com-
pofed of fewr foreigners, moftly Germans, whom a reftlefs
{pirit hae d« 1 ired, or neceflity compelled, to feek a new
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country ; of feveral happy and intelligent natives, whofe
chains have been gradually broken, and who profefs the
arts and commerce in the cities ; of a fmall number of cul-
tivators, who have entirely at their own difpofal the poor
inheritance that has been tran{mitted to them from their an-
ceftors.  The property of thefc farmers becomes, by de-
grees, the prey of fome rich man, who, by making them
fome interefted advances, has indulged them in their lazi-
nefs, or in their profufion.

Lattly, the loweft clafs of the ftate, if we may give them
that name, are the flaves. At the beginning o? the fix-
teenth century, there were few of them, and thefe all pri-
fouers of war. The lords were then in pofleffion of fiefs,
and the people cultivated lands that belonged to them. A
new arrangement took place after the conqueft of Cazan
and Aftracan. Thefe beautiful and fertile provinces were
fo powerful an attration to the Ruflian peafants, that in
order to put & ftop to the emigration, which was becomin
general, the rigorous law which confined them all to their
own glebe was publifed in 1556, At this fatal period
they loft their property as well as their perfonal liberty.
Their oppreffion has fince been increafed, and the human
fpecies has been more and more degraded.

This 1s undoubtedly the caufe that Las retarded or an-
nihilated the population throughout the whole empire. In
1755, it did not contain more than eight million nine hun-
dred and fixty-five thoufand three hundred and fixteen
males. Suppofing the number of women equal to that of
men, the whole amounted to {eventeen million nine hundred
and thirty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-two fouls. To
this number were added the twelve hundred thoufand in-
habitants of the provinces taken from Sweden in the be.
ginning of the century ; and it was then found that Ruffia
had under its dominion nineteen million one hundred and
thirty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-two fubje&s, exclu-
five of the clergy, the nobility and the army. If the wars
with Pruffia, Poland, and Turkey, cpidemical difeafes, and
rebellions, have fince occafioned an evident diminution of
the former population ; the great acquifitions recently made
in Lithuania, muft have filled the deficiency caufed by thefe
dreadful fcourges.

In Rates, where the population is not numerous, the
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public revenue cannot be confiderable. It was fcarce an
thing in money, when Peter I alcended the throne. This
prince raifed it to thirty-five millions [1,458,333!. Gs. 8d.]
Anne brought it up to fixty [2,500,00cl.] and Elizabeth
to one hundred and twenty millions [§,c00,000l.] It was
carried ftill higher during the war with the T'urks, but was
reduced, at the peace, to the ftandard it was at when the
troubles commenced. At this period, the treafury owed
rather confiderable fums to the Genoefe and Hollanders,
which have fince been paid off. It owed to the nation
near two hundred millions [8,333,333l. 6s. 8d.] in bank
bills, for which it had mortgaged a quantity of copper dif-
tributed in the different coﬁ%rs of the empire.

It is an opinion generally received, that the people are
groaning under the weight of their taxes. Even after the
burden has been much alleviated, it muft ftill be more
lightened, if the arts do not multiply, and efpecially if agri-
culture be not remarkably improved.

It would be in vain to encourage it in the northern pro-
vinces ; nothing can thrive in thofe frozen deferts. The
fcattered inhabitants of this inhofpitable climate will never
be fupplied with any kind of food and raiment, except
what they can procure from birds, fith, and wild beafts ;
nor will they ever have any thing befide thefe to pay their
taxes with,

Further from the north, nature begins to wear a milder
afped, and the country is more populous, and more capable
of vegetation. In moft of the provinces, the labourer is in
want of nothing but more perfet utenfils, better methods
and more extenfive means for cultivation. The progrefs
of knowledge gives reafon to think that thefe deficiences
will be remedied. Particular attention will be paid to the
Ukraine, which is, perhaps, the moft fruitful country in
the known world. It fupplies Ruffia with moft of her
home confumption and articles of trade; and yet fhe does
not receive the twentieth part of what it might be made to
produce. The government will fucceed the more readily
m encouraging rural labours, as the Ruffians have an aver-
fion for refiding in towns, and that they have iron at thei¢
difpofal, which is the great and ineftimable primum mobile of
agriculture. Nature has furnifhed it in plenty to moft of
the countries of the empire, and has given it to Siberia in
as perfect a ftate as even to Sweden,
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Befide thefe iron mines, there are alfo others which con-
tain thofe precious nietals that have excited the cupidity of
all nations, and in all ages. The filver mines near Argun
have long been known ; and others, both of filver and gold,
have lately been difcovered in the country of the Batkirs.
It would be prudent in fome nations to condemn thefe
fources of wealth to oblivion ; but this is not the cale with
Ruffia, where all the inland provinces are fo poor, that they
are {carcely acquainted with thofe figns that have been
univerfally agreed upon to reprefent every article of com-
merce.

General trade of ~ The trade which the Ruffians have
Ruffia. opened with China, Perfia, Turkey, and

Poland, conlifls principally in furs, fuch
as ermine, {ables, white wolves, and black foxes fkins, which
all come from Siberia.  Although the caprice of the con-
fumers bas raifed the value of thefe precious furs beyond
what could have been expe@ed, yet their price is fill in-
creafing. Thefe commercial conneétions fhould be extend-
ed to other objects.

The exchanges of the empire with the flates of the
grand fignior, were reckoned nothing, or very inconlider-
able. They will foon become of confequence, if the
Ruflians know how to avail themf{elves of the right acquired
by the lait treaties, of pafling from the Black fea to the
Mediterranean, and from the Mediterranean to the Black
fea. This privilege, which no other nation had yet ob-
tained, and which none has acquired fince, muft give to
the trade and navigation of the Ruffians a degree of ex-
tenfion, the boundaries of which it would be prefumptuous
to fix.

But the greateft demand for the produce of the country
will always be on the coalts of the Baltic ; fince it is a faét,
that the merchandize which conftantly goes from the fingle

ort of Peterfburgh, cxceeds by a ninth part the quantity
that is fent from the other two-and-forty cuftoms of the
empire: In 1773, the exports of Ruffia, including the
duty of five-and-twenty per cent. claimed by the fovereign,
amounted to 1c6,4c1,735 livres [4,433,406l. 2s. 6d.] the
import® including the fame duty, did not exceed 66,544,005
[2 477216661 175.6d.] Confequently the apparent balance .
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was 39,557,830 livres [1,64,8324.,21. 18s. 4d.7 We have
faid the apparent balance ; for it 1s well known, by all per-
{ons who are converfant in thefe matters, that the articles
which come into the country, being generally of a fmaller
bulk than thofe which go out of it, muit neceflarily furnith
more frequent opportunities of fmaggling.

No country is {o happily fituated as Ruffia is for extend-
ing its commerce. Almoft all its rivers are navigable.
Peter the Great improved this natural advantage by the
affiltance of art, and ordered canals to be cut to join thole
rivers together,  The moft important of them are finifhed ;
others are not quite completed, and fome are only planned.
Such is the grand proje€t of joining the Calpian fea to
the Euxine, by digging a caval from the Tanias to the
Wolga.

Unfortunately, thefe means, which render the circulation
of all commodities {o eafy throughout the whole empire, and
which open fo ready a communication with all parts of the
globe, are rendered ufclefs by a multiplicity of obftacles.
The government has taken off part of the reftraints which
had arifen from defe&ive inftitutions. Thofe which are
owing to the manners will not fo eafily be got the better
of.

Peter I decreed that the vaffals who were poffeffed of
2500 livres [1o4l. 35, 4d.] fhould have the right of being
free, upon cordition that they and their defcendants fhould
pay annually to the heirs of their former mafter, what he
exaled from them before their freedom. Thefe new
citizens, without either cducation or principles, moftly be-
came merchants ; they brought with them into their re-
cent fituation the vices they had contra&ed in fervitude,
and tranfmitted them to their pofterity. The prefent
generation ftill partakes of its origim.

The laws do not allow the foreign merchants to buy up
the produétions of the empire, in any other place except in
the ports ; and by the nature of the government, the na-
tives have not, or cannot appear to have, capitals confi-
derable enough to form large magazines. I'raders are
therefore under a neceffity of employing fome Ruffian
agent to make the purchafes. This man, at the time of
his undertaking the bufinefs, always requires half of the
{ipulated price ; and the reft is to be paid on the deligery
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of the goods. Thefe are feldom fo good as the‘y fhould
be; and yet the purchafer does not often refufe them,
either becaufe he has fome orders to fulfil, or becaufe he is
apprehenfive, not without reafon, that he fhall lofe all the
money he has advanced.

If the foreigner fhould have any thing to fell, he cannot
find purchafers unlefs he will allow them a credit of a year,
or a year and a half. At the time of payment, they ufually
afk for a freth indulgence. If it be refufed them, they are
condemned to an intereft of eighteen per cent. The more
the debt increafes, the more diftant is the will or the pof-
fibility of fatisfying it. Even the atrocioufuels of the re-
%ulations contrived to prevent or to punith bankruptcies, is

avourable to the infolvent or fraudulent debtor. Tt feldom
happens that the mercy of the judges, or the corruption of
the courtiers, does not fcreen them from the punifhments
decreed againft them by law. Powerful protections, if they
fhould be neceflary, will gratify the vengeance. of the de-
luded creditor ; but after he has obtained thele decrees,
purchafed at a very high price, he will only be more cer-
tainly difappointed in the expeation of recovering any
thing that was due to him.

Thefe difhoneft a&s and depredations have not prevented’
the trade of the empire from making a tolerable progrefs,
"This would have been more rapid, and more confiderable,
if the phyfical and natural advantages had not been obfti-
nately oppofed by political or moral caufes ; if a miniftry,
feduced or corrupted, had not put a ftop to compctition,
by favouring England to the prejudice of other nations. A
better arrangement in this interelting part of adminiltration
would contribute much to the public felicity. Let us fec
what influence the army could have upon it.

Military firength ~ When Peter I alcended the throne,
of Ruffia. the military in Ruflia confifted only of
40,000 ftrelits, undifciplined and fero-
cious men, who had no courage but againft the people
whom they opprefled, and agamft the fovereign, whom
they depofed or murdered at pleafure. This great prince
difbanded thofe feditious troops, and eftablithed an army,
modelled after thofe of the other ftates in Europe.
Siace the death of this reformer of the empire, the troops
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have been fill more improved, and efpecially increafed.
"{*hey have been gradually raifed to three hundred and fe-
venty-five thoufand four hundred and fifty-feven men.

Notwithﬁanding the bravery, number, and difcipline of
its troops, Ruffia 13, of all the powers, that which ought to
be the moft cautious of expofing the lives of its fubjeéts.
The defire of increafing a territory already too extenfive,
fhould never tempt the Ruffians far from their own tron-
tiers, orinduce them to begin holtilities. Ruffia will never
form a clofe and compaé ilate, or become an enlightened
and flourifhing nation, unlefs it fhould renounce the rage of
conquett, to apply folely to the arts of peace, None of its
ncighbours can compel it to depart from this falutary
{yttem.

’ On the north fide, the empire is better guarded by the
Frozen fea, than it would be by fquadrons and fortrefles.

To the eatt, a fingle battalion and two field pieces would
difperfe all the hordes of Tarters that fhould attempt to
moleft it.

Should Perfia ever again become powerful cnough to
make any attempts againit this empire, they would be ren-
dered ineffe€tual by the Cafpian {ea, and by thofe immenfe
deferts which feparate that country from Ruffia.

To the fouth, feditions, ignovance, want of difcipline,
and every kind of corruption that difgraces a nation, had
for a century paft fhaken the Ottoman empire. The Ruf-
fians have fallen unawares upon the T'urks, in this flate of
degradation, and have contributed to enfeeble them fill
more. They have broken the ties which attached the Tar-
tars to this dominion ; and by procuring the ceffion of fome
forts and harbours in the Crimea, have fecured to them-
felves the power of regulating, as their policy requires, the
movements of this indefatigable, deftructive, and ferocious,
body of horfe.

To the weft, the Ruflians have nothing to fear from the
Poles, who never had any fortified towns, nor troops, nor
revenue, nor government, and who have lately been depriv-
ed of half their territory.

In the beginning of this century, Sweden loft thofe of
her conquefts from which fhe derived ftrength and riches.
Whatever degree of energy fhe may acquire from her new
conftitution, fhe will never become a formidable power. Far
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from being in-a condition to afgrandize herfelf at the ex-
pence of the Ruffians, fhe will, on the contrary, always
have reafon to fear, that {he fhall be deprived by them of
what (il remains to her in Finland.

It may poffibly happen, that the fault which the court of
Peterfburgh as committed, in approximating the Pruffian
territory to their poffeflions, may one day occalion hoftili-
ties. Some favourable circumitances may perhaps deter-
mine this new neighbour to make good the claims of the
"Teutonic knights upon Livonia ; and then the blood of the
Ruflians and Pruflians would ftain the waters of the Baltic,
and would be confounded under the walls of Riga. The
ambition of the houfe of Brandenburg will, however, be
too habitually oppofed on the fide of Germany, to prevent
that power from raifing any confiderable alarms in the
north.

We learn, from thefe obfervations, that the empire might
diminith confiderably its land forces, if they were deftined
only to guard its provinces from invafion : but as their chief
employment is to retain under the yoke people who are al-
ways diffatisfied with an oppreflive government, it is not an
caly matter to determine how far they ought to be reduced.
The navy muft be confidered in another point of view.

The inconfiderable conne&ions of Ruflia with the reft of
Europe were wholly carried on by land, when the Englifh,
in fceking a paflage to the Eait-Indies by the northera
feas, dilcovered the port of Archangel. Having failed up
the Dwina, they came to Mofcow, and there laid the foun-
dation of a new trade.

Ruffia had as yet no other communication with her neigh-
bours but by this port, when Peter I invited the traders who
frequented the White fea to come to the Baltic, and endca-
voured to procure a more extenlve and advantageous mart
for the produ&ions of his empire. His creative genius
foon enlarged his views ; aad he was ambitious of making
his country become a maritime power.,

His firlt attention was engaged in the conftruéion of vef-
fels fit for the defence of his own coalls, and for attacking
thofe of his neighbours.  Thefe are galleys of different di-
menfions, fome of which are fitted for cavalry, buta greater
number for infantry.  As the troops themfelves, who are
taught to manage the oar, compofe the crews, the galleys
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are armed without expence or delay. The anchor is drop-
ped every night, and the forces land where they are leaft
cxpetted.

When the landing is cffeced, the troops draw the gal-
leys on fhore, and form an intrenched camp of them. Part
of the army are left to guard them ; and the reft are dif-
perfed about the country, upon which contributions are to
be levied. When the expedition is at an end, they re-em-
bark, in order to renew the fame plunder and devaftation
on fome other fpot. A number of experiments have fhewn
the efficacy of thefe armaments. 1

This fuccefsful beginning encouraged the reformer of
Ruffia to attempt to have large fhips: and it was at
Cronftadt, which ferves as a harbour to Peterfburgh, that
he ftationed his fleets,

The fea is not broad enough before the mouth of the
haibour. The thips that are coming in are forcibly driven,
by the impetuofity of the Nava, upon the dangerous coafls
of Finlamf The way to it is through a channel fo full of
breakers, that they cannot be avoided, unlefs the weather
be remarkably fine. The fhips foon rot in the harbour.
The failing of the {quadrons 1s greatly retarded by the ice.
There is no getting out but with an eafterly wind ; and
the welterly winds blow in thofe latitudes the greateft part
of the fummer. Another inconvenience is, that the dock~
yards are at Peterfburgh, from whence the fhips cannot
get to Cronftadt, without pafling over a very dangerous
flat that lics in the middle of the river.

If Peter I had not had that partiality which great men,
as well as others, have for their own plans, he might eafily
have been made fenfible that Cronitadt and Peterfburgh
were improper places for the naval forces of Ruffia, and
that it was in vain to expet that art fhould remove every
natural difadvantage. He would have given the preference
to Revel, which is much better calculated for this import-
ant purpofe. Perhaps, more mature refle@ions would even
have convinced him, that it was not yet the proper time for
him to afpire to this kind of power.

It is demonftrated both by reafon and experience, that a
military navy muft have for its bafis a trading one. .Ruffia,
of all the European nations, is that, which the abundance
of its naval ftores and the bulk and quantity of its produc-
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tions, invites to a more aétive and more extenfive eommerce.
There was not however a fingle trading veflel in the whole
empire, when the plan was adopted of fupplying it with a
fleet.  The founder of an empire, who had been acquainted
with the natural progrefs of things, would have firtt turned
his views towards a commercial navy. This political ar-
rangement was {ubverted ; and the fucceffors of Peter 1
have never deviated frum this erroneous fyftem. None of
them have thought of furmounting the obftacles which,
arifing from a number of defetive inltitutions, have thwart-
cd mercantile expeditions, by which good crews are formed.
They have all confined themfelves to the {yftem of main-
taining and multiplying fquadrons, which cannot have
either knowledge or experience. At prefent this navy, the
expence of which is ufelefs, is compofed upon the Baltic
of thirty thips of the line, and twenty-one frigates ; in the
fea of Azoph, it confiits of cleven fhips of war, which
fcarce draw eleven feet of water : and at the mouth of the
Danube, of feven or eight large barks, armed with guns
of no inconfiderable diameter. It would be proper to dif-
band the greatelt part of thele forces, till methods had
been put in pratice to render them ufeful.

Obfacles which Tue changes we have taken the liberty
prevent the pro-  to fuggelt are indifpenfubly neceffary to
Jperity of Ruf~ render Ruffia a flourifhing Hlate ; but this
Sia. is not the only thing required. 'T'o infure

the continuance of her profperity, fome
ftability muft be given to the order of the fucceffion. The
crown of Ruffia was long hereditary ; Peter I made it pa-
trimonial ; and it became, as it were, ele&ive at the laft re-
volution, But every nation wifhes to know upon what right
its government is cftablilhed ; and the claim that has the
greateft effe@ upon the people is birth-right.  When this
evident mark of fucceffion is removed from the eycs of the
multitude, univerfal revolt and diffenfion prevail.

But it is not enough to give the people a fovereign whom
they cannot refufe to acknowledge : that fovereign muit
make them happy ; and this can never be done in Ruflia,
till the form of government be changed.

Slavery, in whatever fenfe we underftand the word, is
tke flate into which the whole nation is fallen. Among the
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fubje€ts of the empire, who are confidered as free, there is
not one of them who is morally certain of the fafety of his
perfon, of the permanent property of his fortune, or of li-
beity, which may not be taken from lim, except in cales
previoufly determined by law.

Under fuch a government, no tie can {ubfift between the
members and their head. If he fhould be always formid-
able to them, they are no lefs fo to him. The ftrength Le
exerts to opprefs them, is no other than their own united
ftrength turned againft themfelves. Defpair, or a nobler
fentiment, may every inftant turn it againit him.

The refpe€t due to the memory of fo great a man as Pe-
ter I, ought not to prevent us from declaring that his ta~
lents did not enable him at one view to difcover every requi-
fite neceflary to form a well-conftituted flate. He was na-
turally a man of genius, and had been infpired with a love
of glory.  This paflion made him aétive, patient, affiduous,
indefatigable, and capable of conquering every difficulty
which nature, ignorance, or cuftom, could oppofe, to pre-
vent the fuccefs of his enterprifes.  'With thefe virtues, and
the foreign aids he called in, he fuccceded in eftablifhing an
army, a fleet, and a fea-port.  He made feveral regulations
neceflary for the profecution of his great proje&is; but
though he has been generally extolled as a lawgiver, he
only enadted two or three laws, and thofe bear the ftamp
of a favage difpofition. He never procceded fo far as to
combine the happinefs of his people with his own perfonal
greatne(s.  After his noble inflitutions, his people were as
wretched as ever ; and ilill groaned under poverty, flavery,
and oppreflion. He never relaxed in any one inftance his
arbitrary power, but rather made it more oppreflive ; and
bequeathed to his fucceffors that deteftable and pernicious
idcal, that the {ubjects are nothing, and that the fovereign
is all.

Since his death, this mifchievous {fyflem has been cone
fantly purfued. {t has been impofiible to inculcate the
idea that liberty is the birth-right of all men ; that every
well-regulated fociety ought to be direted to the general
good ; and that it is power obtained by unlawful means
which has deprived the greateft part of the globe of this na-
tural advantage.

Such has been the opinion of Catherine IT.  As foon as
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this celebrated princefs had aflumed the reins of government,
a report was {pread on all fides, that her defign was to reign
over free men. At the inftant when her intentions began
to tranfpire, upwards of a hundred thoufand vaffals were
preparing a revolt againft their mafters. Many of the lords,
who refided upon their eftates, were maffacred. This com-
motion, the confequences of which might have {ubverted
the ftate, made it evident, that it was neceffary to tame
the bears before their chains were broken ; and that whole-
fome laws, and a diffufion of knowledge, ought to precede
liberty.

Im)r,nediately, a fyftem of legiflation was planned ; and it
was defired that this code fhould be approved of by the peo-
ple themfelves, in order that they might réfpe@ and adhere
to it as their own work. ¢ My children,” faid the fove-
reign to the deputies of her vaft dominions, ¢ confider well
¢« with me the interefts of the nation : let us unite in draw-
¢ ing up a body of laws that may eflablifh public felicity
¢ upon a permanent bafis.”

Catherine attended afterwards to the forming of men ;
and was dire¢ted in her plan, by a bold and ftriking truth,
addreffed to Peter I.  That prince was flattering himfelf
with the greateft fuccefs, from the return of the young men
whom he had fent to acquire knowledge in the moft en.
lightened countries of Europe 5 when his buffoon, who was
attending to him, folded a piece of paper as hard as he
poflibly could, and prefenting it to him, challenged him to
efface the marks of the fold, But if it were impofiible to
reform Ruffia in a barbarous ftate, what hopes can there be
of reforming it in a corrupt one ? If it were impoffible to
pive good morals to a people who had none, how can we
expedt to inftil them into the minds of thofe who are taint-
ed with bad ones ? Thefe confiderations have determined Ca-
therine to leave the prefent generation to itfelf, and to give
her whole attention to poftenty.

By her care, fchools have been eftablithed, in which the
nobility of both fexes are inftructed in the ufeful fciences,
and in the agreeable arts. Wile men, who have feen thefe in-
ftitutions on the fpot, have cenfured the frivoloufnefs and
parade that prevails in them : but refle€tion will fooner or
later corredt any defe@s they may have.

Other eftabhithments, perhaps fill more neceffary, have
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been formed in favour of the people. There it is that
young men, and young girls, receive, in feparate dwell-
mgs, during a term of fifteen years, all the kinds of in-
ftru&tion adapted to the employments or profeffions they
are to exercife.  When the focial virtues have taken deep
root in their hearts ; when it has_been imprefled upon them
that honour is the moft noble recompenfe of a virtuous
mind, and that fhame is its moft dreadful punithment, thefe
pupils, born in a ftate of flavery, will no longer have any
mafter, and will become citizens in the utmoft extent of the
word. The good principles in which they have been edu-
cated, will diffufe themfelves, in procefs of time, from the
centre of the empire to the moft remote provinces ; and
with the morals which muft neceffarily refult from them, a
well-regulatedliberty will be extended, which mutt enfurethe
felicity of the nation, under the eafy reftraint of the Jaws,

To accelerate the progrefs, always too flow, of a wile le-
giflation, and a good education, it would perhaps be pro-
per to choofe out one of the moft fertile provinces of the
empire, to ercct habitations there, to fupply them with all
the implements of hufbandry, and toallot a portion of land
to each houfe. It would then be advifable to invite free
men from civilized countries, to give them the entire pro-
perty of the houfes and lands prepared for them, to fecure
to them a fubfiftence for three years, and to have them go-
verned by a chief who fhould have no property in the coun-
try. A toleration fhould’ be granted to all religions, and
confequently private and domeftic worthip thould be allow-
ed, but no public form of worfhip fhould b eftablifhed.

From hence the feeds of liberty would fpread all over
the empire : the adjacent countries would fee the happinefs
of thefe colonifts, and with to be as happy as they. Were
I to be caft among favages, I would not bid them build
huts to fhelter them from the inclemency of the weather ;
they would only laugh at me; but I would build ene my-
felf. 'When the fevere fealon came on, I fhould enjoy the
benefit of my forefight 3 the favage would fec it, and next
year he would imitate me. Itis the fame thing withan en-
flaved nation; we are not to bid them be tree ; but we are
to lay before their eyes the {wects of liberty, and they will
with for them,

I would by no means inipofe upon my colonifts the bur-
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den of the firlt expences I had incurred on their account ;
much lefs would I entail the pretended debt upon their off-
fpring. This would be falfe and inhuman policy. Is not
a flate {ufficiently rewarded by a man of twenty, twenty-
five, or thirty years of age, who voluntarily devotes his
perfon, his firength, his talents, and his life, to the fervice
of the public ? Muft he pay a rent likewife for the prefent
he makes ? When he becomes opulent, he may be confi-
dered as a fubjeé, but not till the third or fourth genera-
tion, if the proje€t be meant to fucceed, and if the people
can be brought to that coudition, the advantages of which
they have had time to be acquainted with.

In this new arrangémernt, where the interefts of the mo-
narch will be blended with thofe of the fubje&, in order to
ftrengthen Ruffia, fhe muft aim lefs at glory, and facrifice
the influence {he has affumed over the general affairs of Eu-
rope.  Peterfburgh, which has impropcrly been made a ca-
pital, muft be reduced to a mere commercial ftaple ; and
the feat of government transferred to the heart of the em-
pire. Itis from fuch a centre of dominion, that a wife
fovereign, acquainted with the wants and refources of his
people, will effeCually labour to unite the detached parts of
that large empire. From the fuppreffion of every kind of fla-
very will {pring up a middle {tate among the people, with-
out which, neither arts, maunners, nor learming, ever ex-
ifted in any nation.

'Till this fhall be accomplifhed, the court of Ruffia will
endeavour in vain to enlighten the nation, by inviting fam-
ous men from all countries. Thofe exotics will perifth
there, as foreign plants do in our green-houfes. In vain
will they ereft fchools and academics at Peterfburgh; in
vain will they {end pupils to Paris and to Rome, to be train-
ed up under the beit afters. Thofe young men, on their
return from their travels, will be forced to negle@ their ta-
lents, and embrace an inferior ftation to procure a fubfift-
ence. In all undertakings, much depends upon the firft
fteps we take; and the firft ftep is certainly to encourage
mechanic arts, and the lower cfaﬁ'cs of men. 1f we learn
to till the ground, to drefs fkins, to manufallure our wool,
we fhall foon fee wealthy families fpring up. From thefe
will arife children, who, not choofing to follow the labo-
vious profeflions of their fathers, will begin to think, to

4
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converfe, to write, and to imitate nature ; and then we ‘
fhall have philofophers, orators, poets, painters, and ftatu.
aries. Their produtions will be fought after by rich men,
and they will purchafe them. Aslongas men are in want,
they will work, and continue their labour till their wants are
fatisfied. Then they become indolent, and unable to em-
ploy their time ; and thus the finer arts arc in all places the
offspring of genius and indolence, for men fly to them
when they have no other refources.

If we attend to the progrefs of fociety, we find hufband-
men plundered by robbers ; thefe hufbandmen fele@ a few
among themfelves to ogpofe the robbers, and thus the
commence foldiers. While fome are reaping, and the re
are upon guard, fome perfons looking on fay to the labours
ers and foldiers; ¢ you feem to be hard at work; if you
¢ that are hufbandmen will feed us, and you that are fol-
¢ diers will defend us, we will beguile your labours with
¢ our fongs and dances.”” Hence the ongin of the trouba-
dour, or bard, and of the man of fcience. TIn procefs of
time, the latter is fometimes joined with the chief againft
the people, and fings the praifes of tyranny; fometimes
with the people agaiaft the tyrant, and then he fings the .
prailes of liberty. Whichever part he takes, he becomes
a citizen of confequence.

Léet us attend to the ufual progrefs of nature, and in-
deed it would be in vain to depart from it. We fhall find
all our efforts ineffeual, and every thing tending to decay
around ug ; we fhall be nearly in the fame barbarous ftate
from which we endeavoured to extricate ourfelves : nor fhall
we be able to effe&t this, till circumftances fhall give rife to
an indigenous policy on our own foil, the progrefs of which
can at moft only be accelerated by foreign aflitance. This
is all we can reafonably exped, and we muft continue to
cultivate our land. .

In this we fhall find another advantage, which is, that
the arts and fciences of our own growth will gradually ad-
vance towards_perfe@ion, and we fhall be originals ; where-
as, if we copy foreign models, we fhall be ignorant of the
caufe of their perfeltion, and we fhall never be any thing
more than imperfe& imitators.

The pi€ture we have here drawn of Ruffia may be
thought to be an improper digreffion ; but, perhaps, this is

Vel, 11. L ~
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the time to form a right cftimate of a power, which, for
fome years paft, has atted fo confpicuous and diftinguithed
a part. Let us nowinquire into the connections other Eu.
ropean nations have formed with China,

Trads of China ~ InpusTry prevails among the Chinefe
avith the neigh- more than among any other people in the
bouring coun-  world. In a country too populous, not-
tries. withftanding the plenty of produtions,
the expe&ation of approaching dearth
makes all the citizens induftrious, aétive, and reftlefs. They
mult neceffarily be interefted, mean, falfe, and deceitful.

This rapacious difpofition made the Chinefe renounce the
ufe of gold and filver coin in their inland trade. They were
forced to this by the great increafe of coiners, and are re-
duced to the neceflity of ufing only copper money.

Copper becoming fcarce, though hiftory has not inform-
ed us by what means, thofe fhells were afterwards brought
into ufe, fo well known by the name of cowries. The go-
vernment, having obferved that the people grew diﬂ’atisgcd
with {o brittle a commodity in lieu of coin, ordered that all
copper utenfils in the empire fhould be brought to the mint.
This illjudged expedient, proving infufficient to anfwer’
the demands of the public, about four hundred temples of
the god Fo were ordered to bé demolithed, and all his idols
melted down. After this, the court paid the magiftrates -
and the army, partly in copper, and partly in paper curren-
cy. 'The people were fo exafperated at thefe dangerous in-
novations, that the government was obliged to drop them.
From that time, which was three hundred years ago, cop-
per coin is the only legal money.

Notwithftanding the felf-interefted difpofition of the Chi-
nefe, their foreign conne&ions were for a long time incon-
fiderable.  Their diftant behaviour with other people pro.
ceeded from the contempt they had for them. At length,

_however, they grew defirous of frequenting the neighbour-
ing ports; and the Tartar government, lefs folicitous to
preferve the ancient manners- than the former government
had been, encouraged this mode of increafing the wealth of
the nation. Voyages were openly undertaken, which be-
fore were only tolerated by the interefted governors of the
maritime provinces, A people {o famed for their wifdom
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could not fail of meeting with a favourable reception where-
cver they went. They took advantage of the high opinion
other nations entertained of their tafte, to recommend ‘the
commodities they had to difpofe of ; and their aGtivity ex-
erted itfelf on the continent as well as by fea.

China at prefent trades with Corea, which is fuppofed to
have been originally peopled with Tartars. It has certainly,
often been conquered by them, and has been fometimes
fubjeé to, fometimes indcpendent of, the Chinefe; to
whom it now pays tribute. Here they carry China ware,
tea, and filks ; and in return bring home hemp and cotton,
and an ordinary fort of ginfeng. ’

The Tartars, whe may be eonfidered as foreigners, pur~
chafe of the Chinefe woollen ftuffs, rice, tea, and tobacco,
for which they give them fheep, oxen, furs, and efpecially
ginfeng. This plant grows upon the confines of Tartary,
near the great wall. It is alfo found in Canada. Its root
is a turnip, fometimes fingle, fometimes divided into two.
It has then fome refemblance to the inferior parts of a man,
from whence it has acquired the name of ginfeng in China,
and that of garentoguen among the Iroquois.

Its ftem, which is renewed every year, leaves, as it falls
off, an impreflion upon the neck of the root, fo that the
age of the plant is known by the number of thefe impref-
fions, and its value increafes in proportion to its age. This
ftem, which is low, fingle, and furnifhed only with two or
three leaves, divided into f{ive fmaller ones, terminates ina
{mall umbel of flowers. The flowers are compofed of five
petals and as many ftamina, fupported upon a piftil, which
being covered with its calix, becomes a [mall flethy fruit,
filled with two or three little feeds. Some of the flowers
produce no fruit. .

The virtues of the ginfeng root are many ; but it is ge-
nerally allowed to be a ftrengthener of the ftomach, and a
purifier of the blood. lts tranfparency is given to it by
the fame proccfs nearly as the orientalifts employ for the fa-
lop. This prepared ginfeng is in fuch high eftimation
among the Chinefe, that they never find it too dear. °

The government fends out ten thoufand Tartar foldiers
every year to gather this plant ; and every one is obliged
%o bring home two ounces of the beft ginfeng gratis, and
for the reft they are paid its weight in filver.  Private per-

L2
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fons are not allowed to gather it. This odions prohibition
does not prevent them. If they did not break this unjuft
law, they would not be able to pay for the commodities
they buy in the empire, and .confequently muft fubmit to
the want of them.

We have already taken notice of the trade of China with
the Ruffians. 1t will become confiderable, if the two go-
yernments fhould ever difcontinue to opprefs their mer-
chants.

The trade which the empire has opened with the inhabit-
ants of the Lefs Bucharia, confifts only in exchanging its
tea, tobacco, and woollen cloth, for the gold duft thefe
people find in their torrents, or in their rivers. Thefe
tranfaGtions, which are at prefent inconfiderable, will not
receive any great increafe, till thefe barbarians have been in-
ftructed in the art of working the mines, with which their
mountains abound.

China is feparated from the mogul dominions, and from
other parts of India, by moving fands, mountains, or by
rocks, heaped upon one another, which reader every com-
munication with thefe opulent regions impra&icable. Ac-
cordingly, they add nothing to the trifling commerce
which this nation carries on annually by land. That which
the fea opens to them is more confiderable.

The empire fcarce trufts any thing to the occan except
tea, filks, and china. At Japan thefe articles are paid for
with gold and copper; at the Philippine iflands, with
piaftres ; at Batavia, with fpices; at Siam, with woods
for dying, and with varniﬂ‘: ; at Tonquin, with coarfe
filks ; and at Cochin China, with gold and fugar. The
returns do not excced five-and-thirty or forty millions of
livres Tfrom 1,458,333l 6s. 8d. to 1,666,6661. 13s. 4d.]
although the Chinefe double their capitals in this trade.
Their agents or partners in moft of the markets they fre-
quent, are the defcendents of fuch of their own country-
men as refufed to fubmit to the yoke of the Tartars.

Thefe connetions, which on one fide terminate at Ja-
pan, and on the other at the ftraits of Malacca and of Sun-
da, would probably have been extended, if the Chinefe
fhip-builders had been lefs atrached to their old cuftoms,
and had condefcended to receive inftruétion from the Euro-
peans.
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It might readily be imagined, that this contempt of one
people for the knowledge of another, was one of the prin.
cipal charaferiftics of barbarifm, or even, perhaps, of the
favage ftate. It is, however, alfo the vice of a civilized
nation. A foolith pride perfuades them that they know
every thing ; or, that what they are ignorant of i8 not
worth the trouble of learning. The nation makes no im-
provement in the fciences, and its arts remain in that ftate
of mediocrity from whence they will never emerge, unlefs
by fome fortuitous event, which time either may, or may
not, bring about. The country and a cloifter are then in
a fimilar fituation; and this is a very exalt reprefentation
of China, which is furrounded on all fides by light that
cannot penetrate into it ; as if there were no mode of ex.
pelling ignorance from it, without introducing corruption.
In what flate would the European nations be, if, infected
with vanity, concealed under the matk of fome prejudice,
they had not reciprocally enlightened each other? The one
is indebted to the other for the feeds of liberty ; and they
are both of them indebted to a third, for having taught
them the true principles of commerce. This kind of ex~
change is of infinitely greater confequence to their happi-
nefs than that of their produtions.

The trade of the Tae firft Europeans, whom their reft-
Europeans with lels difpofitions impelled towards the
China. coafts of China, were admitted indifcri-

minately into all the ports. Their ex-
treme familiarity with the women, their haughtinefs with
the men, and repeated a&ts of infult and indifcretion, foon
deprived tliem of that privilege ; and now they are only
fuffered to put in at Canton, the fouthernmoft harbour of
thefe extenfive coafls. .

Their fhips at firlt went up as far as the walls of this ce-
lebrated city, fituated at the dittance of fifteen leagues from
the mouth of the Tigris. By degrees the harbour was
choked up, fo as to give no more than twelve or thirteen
feet of water. Then our fhips, which had conftantly been
increafing in fize, were obliged to ftop at Hoang-pou, three
miles diftant from the city. It is a tolerable harbour,
formed by two fmall iflands.” The French, from fome par-
ticular circumftances, obtained the liberty, in 1745, of fix~

L
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ing .their magazines in the port of Wampou, which is
healthy and populous ; but the rival nations have always
been forced to tranfa& their affairs at the other port, which
is entirely defert, and particularly unwholefome after the
rice has been cut. .

During the five or fix months that the fhips crews are
wearying themfelves or perithing at Hoang-pou, the agents
dre makirig their fales and purchafes at Canton. When
thefe foreigners firlt frequented this %reat mart, they were
allowed all the liberty that was confiftent with the main-
taining of the laws. They foon grew tired of the circum-
dpedtion which is requifite under a government fo much ad-
di@ed to ceremony. To punifh them for their imprudence,
theéy were prohibited from having any immediate accefs to
the perfon in whom the public authority was vefted, and
they were all obliged to live together in one quarter of
he city. The magittrate would not allow any other place
of refidence to any, except fuch as could procure a credit=
able perfon to be {ecurity for their good behaviour. Thefe
reltriGtions were Rill increafed in 1760. The, court, being
informed by the Englifh, of the fhameful oppreflions of its
delegates, fent commiffarics from Pekin, who {uffered them-
felves to be bribed by the parties accufed. Upon the re-
port made by thefe corrupt men, all the Europeans were
confined jn a few houfes, where they could only treat with
a company that was in poffeflion of an exclufive charter.
The power of this monopoly has been fince diminifhed, but
the other rcftraints fill continue the fame.

Thefe mortifications have not induced us to relinquith
the trade to China. 'We continue to get from thence tea,
china, raw filk, manufa@ured filks, varnith, pepper, rhu-
barb, and fome other articles of lefs confequence.

Tea which the  THE tea-plant is a fhrub which has the
Eurgpeans pur- appearance of growing wild, It is five or
chafe at China.  fix feet high, and is common at China

and in Japan. It delights in craggy places;
and is moft frequently found upon the flop o§ hills and
along the fide of rivers. The Chinefe fow whole ficlds
withit ; the Japanefe are fatisfied with planting it round
thie borders of their grounds. It arrives at its full growth
enly at the end of feven years, 'LThe ftem is then cut, in
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order to obtain freth fhoots, each of which bears nearly as
many leaves as a whole fhrub. ,

Its leaves, which are the only valuable part of the plant,
are alternate, oval, pointed, fmooth, dentated in their cir-
cumference, and of a deep green colour. The youngeft
are tender and thin. They acquire more firmnefs and fub-
ftance with age. - At the bafis of them, diftinét flowers
make their appearance, which have a calix with five or fix
divifions, as many white petals, often united at the bottom,
and a great number of ftamina placed round a piftil.  T'his
is changed into a rounded ligneous fhell, with three ridges,
and three cells, each filled with one fpherical feed, or with

feveral angular feeds. '

Befide this tea, known by the name of bohea, we may

diftinguith two other kinds, very itrongly charalerifed.
One 13 the green tea, the flower of which 1s compofed of
nine petals ; the other the red tea, which has a large flower
with fix red petals, and farnithed in its centre with a clufter
of {tamina, united at their bafe. It is not known whether
there are more {pecies of this plant exilting,  Of the three
.that have been mentioned, the firlt is the moft common.
The bohea tea is cultivated in moft provinces of China, but
is not equally good everywhere; though care be always
taken to place it in a fouthern afpet and in valleys, The
tea that grows in ftony ground is far preferable to that
which grows in a light {oil, but the worft fort is that which
is produced in a clayith ground. From hence arife the va-
ricties that have improperly been called diftinét fpecies.

The different degree of perfeétion in tea does not arife
merely from the difference of foil ; but chiefly from the fea-
fon in which it is gathered.

The firft time of gathering it is about the end of February.
The leaves then are fmall, tender, and delicate ; and this is
the fort that is called ficki-#sjaa, or imperial tea, becaufe
it is chiefly referved for the ufe of the court and people of
rank. The fecond time of gathering it is at the beginning
of April; the leaves are then larger and more fpread, but
of inferior quality to the firt. Thefe yield the foots-jaa,
or Chinele tea, which the merchants diftinguith into three
forts. Laftly, the leaves gathered in the month of June,
and which are then arrived at their full growth, yield the

L
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dants-jaa, or coarfe tea, which is kept for the commeon
people.

A third method of multiplying the various kinds of tea
confilts in the different manner of preparing it. The Ja-
panefe, according to the account of Keempfer, have build-
ings on purpofe, which contain a feries of fmall furnaces,
each of them covered with a plate of iron or copper.
‘When this is heated, it is fpread over with leaves, which
have been prevoiufly dipped in hot water, or expofed to its
vapour. They are ftirred about brifkly, till they have ac-
quired a fufficient degree of heat. They are afterwards
thrown upon mats, and rubbed between the hands. This
procefs, when repeated two or three times, abforbs all the
moifture. At the expiration of two or three months, it is
renewed again, efpecially for the imperial tea, which, as it
is to be ufed in powder, requires a more complete deficca-
tion. This precious kind of tea is kept in China jars ; that
of an inferior quality in carthen pots, and the coarfeft of all
in bafkets of firaw. The preparation of this laft, does net
require fo much care. It-is dried at a lefs expence, in the
open air. Befides thefe teas, there are others that are
brought in cakes, in balls, or in little parcels tied round
with filk. Extra&s are alfo made from them.

The pra&tice of the Chinefe in the cultivation, fathering,
and preparation of their tea, is lels known : but it does not
appear to be very diffcrent from that ufed by the Japanefe.
It has been faid that they added to their tea fome vegetable
dye. Its green colour has likewile been attributed, but
without foundation, to a mixture of copperas, or to the
effe€t of the plate of copper upon which the leaf has been
dried.

Tea is the common drink of the Chinefe ; and was not
introduced among them through vain caprice. Almoft
throughout the empire, the water is unwholefome and nau-
feous. Of all the methods that were tried to improve it,
none fucceeded fo well as tea. Upon trial it was thoughr to
be endued with other virtues, and was extolled as an excel-
lent diffolvent, a purifier of the blood, a {trengthener of the
head and ftomach, and a promoter of digeftion and perfpi-
ration.

The high opinion which the Furopeans, who firft went
into China, conctived of its inhabitants, induced them to
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adopt the high, thouﬁl'\ perhaps exaggerated, opinion the

Chinefe had of tea. They communicated their enthufiafm

to us ; and this enthufiafm has diffufed itfelf with continual

increafe through the north of Europe and of America,

in countries where the air is thick and loaded with va-
ours.

Whatever may be the influence of prejudice in general,
yet it muft be allowed, that tea produces fome good effects
in thofe countries where the ufe of it is univerfally adopted :
but thefe effets cannot be fo great anywhere as in China.
‘We know the Chinefe referve the beft tea for themfelves,
and adulterate that intended for exportation, by mixing
with it other leaves, which refemble thofe of tea in fhape,
but may not have the fame properties : we know too that
fince the exportation has been fo great, they are not fo cire
cum{peét in the choice of the foil, nor fo careful in the pre-
paring of the tea. Our manner of ufing it may likewife
contribute to leflen its virtues.

We drink it too hot and too ftrong ; we always mix it
with a great deal of fugar, frequently with Yerfumes, and
fometimes with pernicious liquors. Befide all this, its be-
ing conveyed {o far by fea is alone fufficient to exhauft moft
of its (alubrious falts.

We fhall never be able to determine exaltly the virtues
of tea, till it has been naturalized in our own climates,
We began to defpair of fuccefs, though the experiments
had been only made with feeds, which being of a very oily
nature, are apt to grow rancid. At length Mr. Linnzus,
the moft celebrated botaniit in Europe, received this thrub
in its growing ftate, and contrived to preferve it~ out of a
green %oufe even in Sweden. Some plants have Been fince-
brought into Great Britain, where they live, flower, and .
thrive, in the open air. France has alfo procured fome ;.
and they will probably fucceed in the fouthern parts of that -
kingdom. It will be a very great advantage to us, if we-
can cultivate a plant, which can never fu%er fo much by
change of foil, as by growing mufty in the long voyage it
muft undergo in being brought from abroad. It is not
long fince we had as little profpec of attaining to the art
‘of making porcelain.

Ls
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.Origin, nature, SoMme years ago there were in the col-
and propertics of  le&ion of count Caylus two or threc little
the porcelain. ~ fragments of a vafe, fuppofed to be Egyp-
) tian, which being carefully analyfed prov-
_ed to be unglazed porcelain. If that learned man be not
in an error, or have not been milinformed, the making of
orcelain was known in the flourithing days of ancient
E ypt. But, without fome more authentic monuments
.than the allegation of a fingle fat, we muft not deprive
China of this invention, where the art has been known for
a longer time than we can trace.
~ Egypt is fuppofed by many to have the pre-eminence in
oint of antiquity, both in regard to its foundation, and to
Jaws, fciences, and arts in general, though perhaps China
may have as good a claim to it. Nor can it be certainly
determined, whether thefe two empires are not equally an-
cient, and have not received all their focial inftitutions from
a people inhabiting the vaft region that divides them : whe-
ther the favage inhabitants of the great mountains in Afia,
after wandering about for many ages on the continent that
forms the centre of our hemifphere, have not infenfibly dif-
perfed themfelves towards the coafts of the feas that fur-
round it, and formed themfelves into feparate nations in
China, India, Perfia, and Egypt: or, whether the fuccef-
five floods, which may have happened in that part of the
world, .may not have inclofed and confined them to thofe
regions full of mountains and deferts. Thefe conjectures
are not foreign to the hiftory of commerce, which in fu-
ture times muft greatly tend to illuftrate the general hiftory
of the human race, of the feveral fettlements they have
formed, of their opinions and inventions of every kind.

The art of making porcelain is, if not one of the moft
wonderful, at leaft one of the molt pleafing that men have
ever difcovered ; it is the neatnefs of luxury, which is pre-
ferable to its magnificence.

Porcelain is an earthen ware of the moft perfe&t kind. It
varies in colour, texture, and tranfparency. Tranfparency,
indeed, is not effential to it, for there is a great dealpof very
fine porcelain which has not this quality.

1t is ufually covered with white or coloured varnith. This
varnifh is merely a layer of melted glafs, which muft never
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be completely tranfparent. Thisis ftyled glazed porcelain,
and is properly what we call china; thg unglaz.ed' is diftin-
guithed by the name of porcelain bifcuit. This is intrinﬁ-
cally as good as the other, but is neither fo neat, fo bright,
nor fo beautiful.:

The word earthen-ware is well adapted to porcelain, be-
caufe, asall other carthen-ware, the fubftance of it is.pure
earth, without any alteration from art but the mere divifion
of its parts. No metallic or faline fubftance whatever muft
enter into its compofition, not cven in the glazing, which
muflt be made of fubftances nearly, if not altogether, as
fimple.

'J.Bhe beft porcelain, and commonly the clofeft, is that
which is made of the {implelt materials, fuch as a vitrifiable
#tone and a pure and white clay. On this laft fubftance
depend the clofenefs and compatinefs of porcelain, and in-
deed of earthen-ware in general..

The connoiffeurs divide the china that comes from Afia
into fix. claffes ; the trouted china, the old white, the Ja-
pan,. the Chinefe, the Chinefe Japan, and the Indian.
Thefe feveral appellations rather denote a difference that
ftrikes the eye thana real diftin&ion.

The trouted china, which no doubt is called fo from the
refemblance it ‘sears to the {cales of a trout, feems to be the
molt ancient, and favours moft of the infancy of the art. It
has two imperfeftions.. The palte is always very brown,
and the f{urface appears full of cracks, Thefe cracks are
not only in the glazing, but in the porcelain itfelf; and
therefore this fort has but a {mall degree of tranfparency,
does not found {o well, is very brittle, and bears the fire
better than any other. To hide thefe cracks, it is painted
with a variety of colours : in this kind of ornament confifts
its only value. The facility with which count Lauragais
has imitated it, has convinced us that it is only an imperfect
fort of porcelain.

The old white is certainly very beautiful, whether we
confider only the glazing, or examine the bifcuit.

This is very valuable porcelain, but very fcarce, and but
little ufed. The pafte of it feems to be extremely fhort,,
and fit only for {mall vafes, figures, and other ornamental.
china, It s {old in trade for Japan, though it is.certaim

]
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that fome very fine of the fame kind is made in ‘China. It
-8 of two different hues ; the one a perfe& cream-colour, the
other a blueifh white, which makes it look more tranf{parent.
'The glazing feems to be more incorporated into this laft.
This fort has been attempted at St. Cloud, and fome pieces
have been produced that looked very beautiful ; but thofe
who have narrowly examined them, have faid that they were
no better than frit or lead, and would not bear a compa-

1ifon, }*

The Japan is not fo eafily diftinguithed as moft people
imagine from the fineft of the fort made in China. A con-
noif%:ur, whom we have confulted, pretends, that in general
the glazing of the true Japan is whiter, and has lefs of the
blueith caft, than the porcelain of China; that the ornaments
are laid on with lefs profufion, that the blue is brighter,
and the patterns and flowers not fo whimfical, and more
clofely copied from nature. His opinion feems to be con-
fiimed by the teftimony of fome writers, who tell us, that
the Chinefe who trade to Japan bring home fome pieces of
china that make more thow than their own, but ate not fo
folid ; and that they ferve to ornamen. their apartments,
but that they never ufe them, becaufe they will not bear
the fire well. All china glazed with coloured varnifh,
whether fea-green, blueith, or purple, he believes to be Chi-
nefe. All the Japan brought into Europe comes from the
Dutch, who are the only %uropeans that are fuffered to
come into that empire. Poffibly they may have chofen it
out of the porcelains brought there every year by the Chi-
nefe, or they may have purchafed it at Canton. In either
cafe, the diftinGtion between the porcelain of Japan and
that of China would not be founded on faét, but merely on
prejudice.  From this opinion it is plain, that what is fold
here for J4pan is very fine china.

There is lefs doubt about what we call porcelain of Chi-
na. The glazing has a bluer caft than that of Japan, is
more highly coloured, :aad the patterns are more whimfical.
The paite is in general whiter and more compaét ; the grain
finer and clofer, and the china thinner. Among the feveral
forts made in China, there is one that is very ancient ; it
is painted of a deep blue, a beautiful red, or a green like
verdigrife, and is very coarfe, very thick, and very heavy.
Some of this is trouted, and the grain is often dry and

1
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brown. ‘That which is not trouted has a clear found, but
both want tranfparcnc‘y. It is fold for old china, and the
fineft pieces are fuppofed to come from Japan. It was ori.
ginally a better fort of earthen-ware, rather than a true
porcelain: time and experience may have improved it. It
is grown more tranfparent, and the colours being more care-
fully laid on, look brighter. The effential difference be-
tween this and other china is, that this is made of a fhorter
pafte, and is very hard and folid. The pieces of this china
have always at the bottom the marks of three or four fup-
porters, which were put to prevent its giving way in bak-
ing. By this contrivance, the Chinefe have fucceeded in
making very large pieces of porcelain. The china that is
not of this fort, and which 1s called modern china, is of a
longer pafte and finer grain, higher glazed, whiter, and
clearer. It feldom has the marks of the fupporters, and its
tranfparency has nothing glaffy in it. All that is made
with this pafte is eafily turned, fo thatit is vifible the work-
man’s hand is glided over it, as over a fine fmooth clay.
There is an infinite variety of this fort of china, both as to
form, colouring, workmanfhip, and price.

A fifth fort is what we call Chinefe Japan, becaufe it
unites the ornaments of the porcelain, which is thought to
come from Japan, with thofe that are more in the Chinefe
tafte. Among this kind of porcelain, there is fome that
is ornamented with a very fine blue, with white fcrolls.
The glazing of this kind is remarkable for being a true
white enamel, whereas that of the other forts is half tran{-
parent ; for the Chinefe glazing is never entirely fo.

The colours in general are E\id on in the fame manner,
both on the true china and the imitations of it. The firft
and moft lafting of them is the blue that is extradted from
fmalt, which is nothing more than¢he calx of cobalt. This
colour is commonly laid on before the pieces are cither glaz-
ed or baked, fo that the glazing that is put on afterwards
{erves as a diffolvent.  All the other colours, and even the
blue that enters into the compofition on the pallet, are laid
on over the glazing, and mutt firft be mixed up and ground
with a faline fubftance or calx of lead, that favours their
ingrefs into the glazing. It is rather a common thing for
the Chinefe to colour the whole of the glazing ; the colour
is then laid on neither above nor below it, but is incorpora
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ated into the glazing itfelf. Some very extraordinary fan-
ciful ornaments are, made in this manner. In whatever way
the colours are applied, they are commonly extrated from
.cobalt, gold, iron, mineral earths, and copper. That
which is extrafted from copper is a very delicate colour,
and requires great care in the preparation.

All the forts of porcelain we have defcribed are made at
King-to-chin, an immenfe town in the province of Kiamft..
This manufa&ure cmploys five hundred furnaces and a mil-
Jion of men. It has been attempted to be made at Pekin
and other places of the empire ; but it has not fucceeded
anywhere, though the fame workmen have been employed,
and the fame materigls made ufe of ; fo that this branch of
induftry is entirely given up, except in the neighbourhood
of Canton, where the fort of porcelain is made that is.
known amongft us by the name of India china. The pafte
of it is long and yielding ; but in general the colours,.
.efpecially the blue, and the red of iron, are far inferior to
.what comes from Japanand the interior parts of China, All
the colours, except the blue, ftand up in lumps, and are
very badly laid on. "This is the only china that has purple,.
which has given rife to that ablurd notion of its being
painted in %Iol]and. Mott of the cups, plates, and other
veflels, which our merchants bring home, are of this manu-
falture, which is lefs efteemed in China than our delft is in
Europe. :

Attempts have been made to introduce this art into Eu-
rope. It has fucceeded beft in Saxony. The porcelain
that cames from this country is real porcelain, and proba-
bly made with very fimple materials, though prepared and
mixed with more art than in Afia. This curious prepar-
ation, together with the fcarcity of the materials, is no
doubt the circumftance ghat makes the Drefden porcelain fo
dear. As there is but one fort of pafte that comes from
that manufaéture, it has been furmifed, and not without
fome degree of probability, that the Saxons were only in
poffeflion of their own fecret, and by no means of the art -
of making china. This fufpicion feems to be confirmed,.
by the great affinity there is between the Saxon and other
German porcelain, which feems to be made upon the fame
principle.

However this be, it is certain no porcelain is highes
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glazed, fmoother, better fhaped, more pleafing to the eye,
or more folid and durable. It will refilt a fierce fire much
longer than man?',of the forts made in China. The colours
are finely difpoled, and executed in a mafterly manner
none are fo well adapted to the glazing ; they are blended
with great exaltnefs ; they are bright, without being fhad-
ed and glazed, like thofe of moft of the porcelain made at
Sevre.

The mention of this place reminds us that we muft
take notice of the porcelain made in France. This, like
the Englifh, is only made with frit ; that is, with ftones
that are not fufible in themfelves, but receive a beginning
of fufion from the mixture of a greater or lefs quantity of
falt ; and accordingly it is more glafly, of a loofer texture,
and more brittle than any other. That of Sevre, which is
by far the worft of all, and always looks yellowifh and dir-
ty, which betrays the lead they put into the glazing, has
no other merit than what it derives from the excellence of
the artifts that arc employed for the patterns and penciling.
Thefe great mafters have difplayed fo much tafte in the ex-
ecution of fome of the pieces, that they will be the admir-
ation of pofterity ; but in itfelf this ware will never be more
than an obje& of tafte, luxury, and expence. The fup~
porters wid always be a principal caufe of its dearnefs.

All porcelain, when it receives the laft effe& of the fire,
.is altually in a ftate that has a tendency to fufion, is foft -
and pliable, and might be worked like red-hot iron. There
is none of it that will not bend and give way when it is in
that ftate. If the pieces when they are turned, are thicker,
or proje¢t more on one fide than another, the ftrongeft
will infallibly bear away the weakeft ; they will warp to
that fide, and the piece is {poiled. This inconvenience js
prevented by proping it up with bits of porcelain made
of the fame pafte, of diﬂgrent fhapes, which are applied
under, or to the parts that proje&, and are moft in danger
of being warped.  As all porcelain fhrinks in baking, the
props muft alfo be made of fuch materials as will yield in
the fame degree exallly as the pafte they are intended to
fupport.  As the different paftes do not fhrink cqually, it
follows that the props muft be made of the fame pafte as

the picce they fupport.

The fofter the china is, and the more inclining to witg.
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fication, the more it requires to be propped up. This is
the great fault of the Sevre china ; the pafle is very coftly,
and frequently more of it is wafted in props, thanis em-
ployed in making the piece itfelf. The neceflity of this
expenfive method produces another inconvenience. The
glazing cannot be baked at the fame time as the porcelain,
which therefore muft twice undergo the heat of the fur-
nace. The porcelain made in China, and the beft imita-
tions of it, being of a fliffer pafte, and lefs {ufceptible of
vitrification, feldom want any props, and are baked ready

lazed. They therefore confume much lefs pafte, are
feldom fpoiled, and require lefs time, as well as lefs fire
and trouble.

Some writers have urged, in favour of the fuperiority of
Afiatic china, that it refifts fire better than ours ; that all
European china will melt in that of Saxony, but that the
Drefden itfelf will melt in the foreign china. This affertion
is entirely erroncous, if taken in its full extent, Few
-porcelains of China will ftand the fire fo well as the Drel-
den; they fpoil and bubble in the fame degree of fire
which ferves to bake that made by count Lauragais; but
this is a circumftance of fo little confequence, that it fcarce
"deferves attention. Porcelain is not intended to return-
into the furnace when once it is taken out, nor is it defign..
ed to bear the a&ion of an intenfe fire. :

It is in point of folidity that the foreign porcelain truly
excels that of Europe ; it is by the property it has of heat.
ing quicker and with lefs rifk, and of bearing, without
danger of being broken, the fudden effe& of cold or boiling
hot water ; by the facility with which it is moulded and
baked, which is an ineftimable advantage, as pieces of all
fizes can be made with great eafe, as it can be baked with-
out any rifk, be fold at a lower price, be of more general
ufe, and confequently become the obje@ of a more exten-
five trade.

Another great advantage of the India porcelain is, that
the fame a(%e is very ufeful for making crucibles, and a
variety of fuch veflels which are conf%antly ufed in the
other arts, They not only bear the fire for a longer time,
but communicate nothing of their fubRlance to what is fufed
in them. Their fubftance is fo pure, white, compa&, and
hard, that it can fcarce be melted, and acquires no kind of
tinge.
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France is at the eve of enjoying all thefe advantages. It
is certain that count Lauragais, who has long been in
fearch of the fecret of the Chinefe, has at laft made fome
china that is very like it. His materials have: the fame
properties, and if they are not exadily the fame, at leaft
they are a fpecies of the fame kind. Like the Chinefe, he
can make his pafte long or fhort, and follow either his own
or fome other procefs. His porcelain is not inferior to
that of the Chinefe in point of pliablenefs, and is fuperior
to it in point of glazing ; perhaps too in the facility with
which it takes the colours.  If it can be improved to fuch
a degree as to have as fine and as white a grain, we may
difpenfe with the porcelain of China.

While the difcovery of count Lauragais, from obflacles
with which we are unacquainted, was confined to mere ex-
periment, the manufatory of Sevre was gradually leaving
off its frit, and fubftituting to it another kind of pafte, made
from an extremely white carth, found in the province of
Limoges. This new porcelain is much more folid than
the former ; its appearance is more beautiful, its grain more
plealing to the eye, and its tranfparency lefs vitrious, Its
glazing is often much finer. This manufadture, by chang-
ing its palte, partakes more of the nature of real porcelain,
and the procels of making it is more fineple.

Neverthelefs, as the earth made ufe of at Sevre is very
fhort, and as the argillaceous part, which is the only one
that can impart cohefion to it, can make it eafy to work,
and give it {olidity in baking, enters little into the compofi-
tion of this earth, the pieces that are produced from this
manufa@ure will of courfe always bear a high price. Count
Lauragais’s palte would not be fubjeét to this incon-
venience ; for though it be not fo white, yet, under the
hand of the artift, it will bend, like wax, at pleafure.

The brilliancy of the Limoges earth has delighted every
one. Paris, aud its diftrits, have been immediately filled
with procelain ovens, All thefe manufatures have got
their materials from this province, and they have been
found of the fame kind ; but more or lefs white, and more
or lefs fufible, accerding to the part of the very extenfive
layer from which they have been taken.

When M. Turgot was intendant of Limoges, he efta-
blithed a manufa&ory of porcelain upon a very well con-
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certed plan.  If this manufaGure, which is upon the fpot,
~and which has the advantage over all the reft of felecting
its materials, and in cheapnefs of workmanthip, fhould he
conduéted with acivity aod fkill, it muft put an end to all
competition. That of Sevre alone will ftill fubfitt ; .\vhic}n,
from the elegance of its forms, and the {uperior tafte of its
.ornaments, will ever be beyond any kind of comparifon.
But we have faid enough, and perhaps too much, upon
the fubje& in queftion. . We muit now proceed to fpeak
of the filks of China.

The Europeans  The annals of China afcribe the Jil-
buy filks in China.  covery of filk to one of the wives of the

- emperor Hopangtl, Thefe princefles
.afterwards amufed themfelves vsith breeding up filk-worms,
drawing the filk, and working it. It is even faid, that in
the interior part of the palace there was a piece of ground
fet apart for the culturc of mulberry-trees. The emprefs,
attended by the chief ladies of the conrt, went in perfon
and gathered the leaves of fome of the branches that. were
.brought down fo as to be within her reach. So prudent
an inftance of policy promoted this branch of induftry to
fuch a degree, that the Chinefe, who before were. only
clothed in fkins, doon appeared drefled in filk. The filks,
that were now grown very commoa, were foon brought to
great perfeétion.  The Chinele were indebted for this laft
advantage to the writings of fome ingenious men, and even
of fome minifters, who had not difdained to attend to this
new art,  All China learned from their theory every thing
belonging to it.

The art cf breeding up filk-worms, and of fpinning and
.weaving their filk, extended from China to India and Per.
fia, where it made no very rapid progrefs ; if it had, Rome
-would not, at the end of the third century, have given a
pound of gold for a pound of filk. Greece having adopted
this art in the eighth century, filks became a little more
Jknown, but did not grow common. They were long con-
fidered as an obje& of magnificence, and referved for per-
fons in the mqii eminent ilations, and for the greatelt fo-
lemnities. At length, Roger, king of Sicily, i%nt for ma=
nufadtyrers from Athens ; and the culture of the mulberry-
tree foon pafled from that ifland te the neighbouring cons
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tinent. Other countries in Europe withed to partake of
ah advantage from which Italy derived fo much wealth ;
and after fome fruitlefs attempts they attained it. How-
ever, from the nature of the climate, or fome other caufe,
it has not fucceeded equally in every place.

The filks of Naples, Sicily, and Reggio, whether.in.or.
anzin or in tram, are all ordinary filks ; but they are ufe-
ul, .and even ncceffary for brocades, for embroidery, and

for all works that require ftrong filk.

The other Italian filks, thofe of Novi, Venice, Tufcany,
Milan, Montferrat, Bergamo, and Picdmont, are ufed 1
organzin for the warp, thou§h' they are not all equally fine
and good. ‘The Bologna filks wero for fa long time pre-
ferred to any other. Baut fince thofe of Piedmont have
been improved, they jultly claim the preference, as being
the fmootheft, the fineft, and the lighteft. Thofe of Ber-
gamo come nearclt to them.

Though the Spanifh filks in general are very fine, thofe
of Valencia are by far the beft. They are all fit for any
fort of manufature ; the only fault they have, is being ra-
ther too oily, which is a great detriment to the dye.

The French filks excel moft others in Europe, and are
inferior to none but thofe of Piedmont and Bergamo in
point of lightnefs. Befides, they are brighter coloured
than thofe of Piedmont; and more even and ftronger than
thofe of Bergamo.

The variety of filk produced in Europe has not yet
enabled us to difpenfe with that of the Chinefe. Though
in general it is uneven and heavy, it will always be in re-
queft for its whitenefs. It is generally thought to deriye
this advantage from nature: but it is more probable, that,
when the Chinefe draw the filk, they put fome ingredient
into the bafon, that has the property of expelling all he-
terogenous fubflances, or at Jealt the coarfeft parts of them.
The little wafte there is in this filk compared to any
other, when it js boiled for dying, fcems to give great
weight to this conjeQure.

However this be, the Chinefe filk is fo far fuperior to
.any ather in whitenefs, that it is the only one which can
be ufed for blondes and gauzes : all our endcavours to {ub-
ftitute our own in the blonde manufa&ures have been fruit-
lefs, whether we have made ufe of prepared or unprepared
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filk, 'The attempts in gauze have not beer quite fo un~
fuccefsful. The whiteft French and Italian filks have been
tried, and feemed to anfwer tolerably well; but ncither the
ecolour nor the drefling were fo perfe@ as in the gauzes
made with the Chinef{e filk.

1n the laft century, the Europeans imported vary little
filk from China. The French filla fucceeded very well for
black and coloured gauze, and for cat-gut that was then
in fathion. The tafte that has prevailed for thefe forty
years paft, and more efpccially for the laft twenty-five, for
white gauzes and blondes, has gradually increafed the de-
mand for this producion of the ealt. Of late it has
amounted to eighty thoufand weight a-year, of which France
has always taken near three-fourths, This iinportation has
increafed to fuch a degree, that in 1766 tlie Englifh alone
imported a hundred and four thonfand weight : as it could
not be all confumed in gauze and blonde, the manufaétur-
ers have ufed it for tabbies and hofe. The ftockings made
of this filk are of a beautiful white that never changes, but
are not near fo fine as others.

Befide this filk, fo remarkable for its whitenefs, which
comes chiefly from the province of Tche-Kiang, and is
known in Europe by the name of Nanking filk, which is
the place where moft of it is prepared, China produces or--
dinary filks, which we call Canton. As thefe are only fit
for fome kinds of tram, and are as dear as our own, whichi
anfwer the fame purpofe, very few are imported. The
quantity brought home by the Englith and Dutch does not
exceed five or fix thoufand pieces. The manufattured Glks
are a much more confiderable article.

The Chinefe are not lefs ingenious in weaving their filks
than in preparing them. This does not extend to thofe
that are mixed with gold and filver. Their manufa@urers
have never known how to draw out thefe metals into
thread, and' the whole of their art confifts in rolling their
filks upon gilt paper, or putting the paper upon them after
they are woven. Both methods are equally bad.

Though, in general, men are more apt to be pleafed
with novelty than with true excellence, yet the Europeans
have never been tempted to buy thefe ftuffs. They have
been equally difgufted ac the awkwardnefs of the patterns,
which exhibit nothing but diftorted figures, and unmean-
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ing groups; they difcover no tafte in the difpofition of the
lights and fhades, nor any of that elegance and eafe that
appear in the works of our good artifts. There is a ftiff-
nefs and a want of freedom, in all that the Chinefe do, that
is difpleafing to perfons of any tafte ; all favours of their
particular turn of mind, which is deftitute of vivacity and
clevation. .

The only thing that makes us overlook thefe defefts in
thofe works that reprefent flowers, birds, or trees, is, that
none of thofe objeéts are raifed. The figures are painted
upon the filk itfelf with indelible colours ; and yet the de-
ception is {o perfet, that all thefe objects appear to be
brocaded or embroidered.

Their plain filks want .o recommendation, for they are
perfe&t in their kind ; and fo are their colours, efpecially
the green and the red. 'The white of their damafks has
fomething extremely pleafing. The Chinefe make them
only with the filk of Tche-Kiang. They thoroughly boil
the warp, as we do, but only half-boil the woof. "This
method gives the damafk more fubftance and ftiffnefs. It
has a reddifh caft, without being yellow, which is very

leafing, and has not that glare that dazzles the fight.
%’his agrceable white is likewife oblerved in the Chinefe
varnifh.

Tue varnith is a particular kind of The Europeans
refin, which diftils from a tree called at  purchafe lacquer-
Japan, fitz-dfiu, and at China, tfi~chu. It ed ware and pa-
has few branches, and is of the height of  per in China,
the willow.  Its bark is of a whitith co-
lour and rough, its woud brittle and full of pith. Its
leaves, which are alternately difpofed at the extremity of
the branches, rcfemble thofe of the ath, and puth out from
their axille clufters of flowers, which are male upon one
plant, and female upon another. The firft have a calix
with five divifions, five petals, and as many ftamina, In the
others we find, inftead of ftamina, a piftil crowned with
three ftyles; this piftil becomes a yellowith fruit, of the
bignefs of a pea, flightly comprefled on the fides, and filled
with a hard kernel.  This tree grows very well from feed,
but the method of propagating it by fprigs is preferred.
For this purpofe, the branches from which new plants are
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to be raifed, are chofen in autumn. They are furrounded
at their bafe with a ball of moiftened earth, tied round with
thread, till the feafon of the froft, and kept moift by being
conftantly watered. In the fpring, when the branch has
fhot fome branches into this earth, it is fawed off below the
ball, and tranfplanted. .

This tree grows only in fome mild provinces of China
and Japan. It is alfo found in thofe regions of America
that are fituated under the fame latitude, fuch as Louifiana
and Carolina. It thrives in all foilsand with all expofures :
but its produce is not the fame in every place, either in
quality or quantity. It requires but little care in cultivat-
ing. It is fufficient to ftir up the ground a little at the
foot of the trees, and to put dead leaves round it, which
ferve inftead of dung. The trunk of thofe trees that grow
wild in the mountains, is fomestimes twelve inches in di-
ameter. It is much lefs in thofe trees that are cultivated,
and which do not laft lefs than ten years. This difference
is to be attributed to the incifions that are made in their
bark to extraét the varnifh., This milky juice, which exifts
in all parts of the tree, diftils from the incifions, under the
form of liquid pitch. When expofed to the air it affumes
a reddifh colour, which is foon changed into a bright black.
Shells are fixed at each flit, to receive the liquor ; which is
afterwards poured into bamboos, and then carried to the
merchants, who put it into larger veflels. The frefh varnith
exhales a dangerous vapour, which produces inflammatory
humours upon the fkin of thofe who are expofed to it.
Thcy preferve themfelves from this pernicious effe®, by
turning the head afide when they colleég the liquid, or when
they pour it off. Some travellers add, that the workmen
rub their hands and face with oil before and after the bufi-
nefs, and that they carefully cover all other parts of their
body.

The varnith is gathered in the fummer, and the procefs
is repeated three times in the fame feafon, and upon the
fame trce ; but the firft that runs off is the beft. When
the tree appears exhaufted, its ftem is cut off, and the root
pufhes forth frefh fhoots, which are ready to yield varnith
at the end of three years.

"The varnith moft in repute is that which comes from
Japan. It does not require much preparation. It is fuf-
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ficient to ftrain it through a cloth, in order to feparate it
from any foreign particles. The fuperfluous watery parts
are alfo evaporated by the heat of the fun, and hogs gall is
added to give it a degree of confiftence.

We muft not confound this varnith with a very inferior -
fort with which it is adulterated. The latter, which is
known by the name of Siam varnifh, diftils from the tree
that yields the anacardium. Tt is only ufed in varnithing
the moft ordinary utenfils. It is gathered at Siam, Cam-
bodia, and Tonguin, where the Chinefe purchafe it, becaufe
that which they extra& from the tfichu is not fufficient
for their confumption.

The true varnith, of which they diftinguith three differ-
ent kinds in China, is ufed in two ways, The firft confifts
in rubbing the wood with a particular fort of oil ufed in
China ; and as {oon as it is dry, the varnith is laid on, It
is fo tranfparent, that the veins of the wood appear tinged
through it, if it be laid on but two or three times. If itbe
repeatc?_ly applicd, it may be brought to fhine like a look-
ing glafs., ' :

gT%\c other way is more complicated. A kind of pafte-
board is glued by the help of maftic over the wood. On
this fmooth and folid ground are fpread feveral layers of
varnifh. It muft be neither too thick nor too liquid ; and
in this juft medium the fkill of the artift principally confifts,

Whichever way the varnifh is laid on, it effe¢tually pre- '
ferves the wood from decaying. The worms can fcarce
penetrate it, neither has the damp ever the leaft effeét upon
it ; and with-a little care this varnith leaves no {mell behind. -

This varnifh is as pleafing to the eye as it is durable. It
may be applied on gold and filver; and mixed with all forts"
of colours. Upon it -are painted figures, landfcapes, pa-
laces, hunting parties and battles. In fhort, it would not
be deficient in any refpeét, if it wére not generally fpoiled
by the badnefs of the Chinefe drawing.

Notwithftanding this defe, the making of this ware re-
quires much pains and conftant attention.

The varnifh muft be laid on nine or ten times at leaft,.
and cannot be fpredd too thin. There muft be a fufficient
time allowed between the application of each layer, that it

, may be fuffered to dry.. A longer time ftill mut be allow-
, ed between the application of the laft layer and the polifh-
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ing, painting, and gilding. A whole fummer is fcarce fuf-
ficignt for all this procefs at Nanking, from whence the
court and the chief cities of the empire are fupplied. It is
carricd on with greater expedition at Canton. As there is
a great demand for this ware in Europe, and as the Euro-

eans will have it made according to their own plan, and
will allow but a fhort time to complete it, it is ufually
finifhed in too great hafte. The artift, not having time to
give the neceflary degree of perfeion to his work, is fatisfi-
ed if he can but make it pleafing to the eye. The Chinefe
manufacture of paper is not liable to the fame imperfe&ions.

Originally the Chinefe wrote with a fteel bodkiu upon
wooden tablets, which, being faftened together, made a
volume. They afterwards traced their c%\ara@(ers upon
picces of filk or linen, cut to any length or breadth. At
Iaft, about fixteen hundred years ago, they found out the
fecret of making paper.

The Chinefe paper is of two kinds. That which is ufed
for writing and printing, is made of cotton rags, and of
hemp, by a procefs nearly fimilar to that which is practifed
in the European manufactures. It is equal, and in fome
refpeCis fuperior, to our paper. Its thinnels and tranfpa-
rency have fuggcited the 1dea of its being made of filk,
But the perfons who have propagated this opinion knew
mot that filk, though it may be reduced into very minute
particles, will not mix with water, and can never acquire a
eonfiftence by being laid upon frames.

In making the fecond kind of paper, the Chincfe ufe the
internal barks of the mulberry tree, of the elm, of the cot-
ton tree, and more frequently of the bamboo.  Thefe fub-
ftances, after they are become rotten by foaking in muddy
water with lime in it, are cut in pieces, bleached in the dew
or in the fun, triturated in mortars, and boiled in coppers
to a fluid pafte. This pafte being {pread upon frames that
are made of [mall cane rods paffed through the wire-draw-
ing iron, produces thofe fheets of paper that are fometimes
twelve feet long, and four feet broad, and which are gene-
rally ufed for hangings in the Chinefe houfes. Sometimes
they are defigned for writing or printing : but they muft in
that cafe be dipped in a folution of alum ; and even after
this procefs, one can only write or print upon one of the
two fides.

Though this paper be apt ta crack, to be injured by
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damps, and to be worm-eaten, it is become an article of
trade. Europe has borrowed from Afia the idea of furnifh-
ing clofets and making fcreens with it. :

The figures upon this paper are graceful in their atti.
tudes and in their drefs: but though we fee heads, which
prefent fome agreeable feature, yet they are very incorre&-
ly drawn, The eyes in a full face are frequently reprefent-
ed as they fhould appear in a profile ; and the hands are
always wretchedly done. Moreover, there are no fhades in
thefe drawings, and the obje@s appear as if they received
light from all fides. They have not even a fhade upon
their ground, and are, in fome meafure, tranfparent. Ac-
cordingly, it may be faid that the Chinefe are not in the
leaft in poffeflion of the art of painting : for there can be
no painting where there are neither contours, nor half-tints,
nor fhades, nor refleted lights. Their works are at beft
nothing more than flight coloured prints.

We cannot draw any conclufion from the plates that
were engraved at Paris for the emperor of China. The
drawings were made by miffionaries who had learned the
art of defign in Europe, by which means, they have in
general been found conformable to the ideas of efte€t which
we acquire from a ftudied infpeciion of nature. Neverthe-
lefs, in conformity without doubt to the cuftom of the em.
pire, one of them has been found, in which the figures
marked no fhade upon the ground, which made them appear
as if they were in the air.

The perfpeive we obferve in thefe drawings may alfo
be attributed to the knowledge acquired in Europe.
Though it be not accurate nor well chofen, fince all the
alpe@s are reprefented as in a kite’s view, yet thefe prints
are, in this refped, very fuperior to real Chinefe drawings.
In the latter, we may indecd diftinguith fome idea of dimi-
nution in perfpeétive, and of the leffening of objeéts : but
we difcern nothing that can induce us to luppofe, that they
have any knowlcgge of perfpective geometrically demon-
ftrated.

Thele theoretical principles being lefs neceflary in fculp-
ture, they have made more proficiency im that art. In
many of their figures with fhaking heads, we obferve ac-
curate imitations of nature, executed with great care, but
without tafte in the workmanthip, and fervilely copied, as

Vol IL. M
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amongft us, at the revival of the arts. Thefe artifts know
not how to confider nature in her beautics. This pro-
ceeds, probably, from their not ftudying the naked figure,
and from the circumftante of their not aiming at improve«
ment, as {oon as they find that they are advanced as far as
their predeceflors,

This confined method of ftudying may however have
produced one good effe®t among them, with refpect to their
porcelain. It may have contributed to preferve in their
vafes the forms the moft fimple, and thofe which firft pre-
fented themfelves. Thefe are, in fa&, the moft proper for
this {pecies of fculpture. They are the beft adapted to the
neceﬂ[:ty of bearing an intenfe fire without getting out of
thape. Their form, which is generally upright, or has none
but very eafy infletions, feems more fit to bear the cffe&t
of baking. Our abundance of genius, and the conftant
defire of producing fomething mew, induces us to attempt
all kinds of curved attitudes, and frequently to paint ob-
je€is in the air, which fucceed with difficulty ; and which,
becoming irregular by the ation of the fire, produce many
defe&ts, and occafion the lofs of feveral pieces. To which
we may add, that the firft workmen who were employed in
making figures for vafes in our manufaltures, were too
much aceuftomed to work in gold and filver, where every
thing may be attempted. It is to be hoped, that time, ex-
perience, and the failure of fuccefs in many trials, will re-
ilore to this art the fimplicity that belongs to it.

Since the cuftom of painting upon paper has been adopt-
ed in France and England, tl%e Chinefe paper is in lefs re-
queft. We may poflibly be as fuccefsful in our endeavours
of producing rhubarb for ourfelves.

China fuppliesthe  THe thubarb is a root which has the
Europeans avith property of purging gently, of ftrength-
rhubarb andother  ening the ftomach, of facilitating digef-
articles. tion, and of deftroying worms m chil=

. dren. It is a tuberofe root, rather
fpongy, brown in the outfide, yellow internally, and ftreak-
ed with reddifh veins. Iis tafte is bitter and aftringent, its
{mell acrid and aromatic. That which is clofe, hasa ftrong
{mell, and tinges the faliva yellow, is preferred. The pieces
that are rotten, too loofe in their texture, and have but little
fmell, are thrown away.
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We have not, as yet, any certain idea of the plant that
yields this remedy : it has not been examined upon the {pot
by any naturalift. The rhubarb of Mufcovy, the leaves of
which are undulated, has been for fome time confidered as
the true rhubarb: bat its root, which is too compaét, and
lefs purgativc, feems to decide the matter againft it. An-
other fpecies; which is the rbeum palmatum of the botanifts,
and fome feeds of which Mr. de Juffieu has lately received
through Ruffia, fhould feem to be the plant in queftion,
Its root has the fame texture, the fame diftinguithing
charaters, the fame propertics, as that which is ufed in our
fhops. It is oblong, tuberofe, and puthes out feveral leaves,
palmated, has fharp pointed pods, from the middle of which
there rifes, at the height of fix feet, a flalk of white flowers,
rather {mall, each of which is compofed of a coloured calix
with fix divifions of nine ftamina, and one pift:l, furmounted
with three ftyles, which becomes, as it ripens, a triangular
feed.

We know not the precife place from whence this {pecics
originally comes : but it is well afcertained, that the true
rhubarb grows without cultivation, between the thirtieth
and thirty-ninth degrees of north latitude. The provinces
of Chenfi and of Setfcheun, to the north-weft of China, the
Lefs Bucharia, and the kingdom of Tangut, fill up a great
part of this immenle fpace.

The root of the rhubarb is taken out of the earth to-
wards the end of winter, before the leaves are unfolded.
It is cut into pieces, which are placed ypon long tables, and
ftirred about feveral times in a day, till the juice they con-
tain is grown thick and concrete. Without this precau-
tion, the moft adtive part of the root would be di&pated,
the confequences of which would be a diminution of its
weight, and of its virtues. The roots arc afterwards ftrung
upon little ftrings to dry them, and are hung up in the open
air, in a thady place, or tied round the necks of the cattle,
as fome travellers affirm. They are afterwards folded up
in cotton, and fent to their refpe@ive deltinations,

The Calmuck Tartars, and the inhabitants of Great Bu-
charia, are the perfons who carry the rhubarb to Orem-
burg, where the Ruffian government has it bought up.
The good roots are carefully feparated from the bad ones.
Thofe that are not worth preferving ﬁe burned ; and the

: 2
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reft are dried a fecond time. 'The rhubarb that is not con-
fumed in the interior part of the empire, is delivered to the
Englifh merchants at a flipulated price, which never varies.
" It 13 the bett of all the rhubarbs.

Next to this is the fort which the people of Great Bu-
charia carry into Perfia, and which, after having traverfed
part of Afia hy land, arrives on the borders of the Mediter-
ranean, where it is bought by the Venetians.

Before it is fold again, this rhubarb is treated nearly with
the fame care as that which has paffed through the hands
of the Ruffians.

The rhubarb which comes to us by thefe two channels,
not being fufficient for our confumption, we have been
obliged to employ that which our navigators bring us from
China. It is very inferior to the other forts ; whether it
be that it has only been dried in an oven, as it has been
imagined from its not being bored ; or whether it may have
acquired fome particular tafte by being placed near other.
produions ; or, in a word, whether a long voyage at fea
may not have altered its properties.

The Europeans have been defirous of appropriating to
themfelves this (alutary plant. The rhubarb tree which is
feen in the royal garden at Paris, has already furnifhed
fome f{eeds and fhoots, which have fucceeded in an open

round, in feveral provinces of the kingdom. The fociety
eflablifhed at London for the encouragement of arts and
commerce, diftributed, in 1779, medals to two Englifh cul-
tivators who had produced rhubarb of a fuperior quality.
Thefe firft experiments muft have been attended with fa-
vourable confequences.

Befide the articles already mentioned, the Europeans
bring from China, ink, camphire, borax, canes, gum-lac :
and formerly they purchafed gold there.

In Europe a mark of gold is worth about fourteen marks
and a half of filver. If there were a country in which it
was worth twenty, our merchants would carry gold thither
to exchange it for filver. They would bring us back that
filver, to receive gold in exchange, which they would again
carry abroad for the fame purpofe. This trade would be
continued in this manner till the relative value of the two
metals came to be much the fame in both countries. It
was upon this principle, that for a long time filver was fent
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to China, to be bartered for gold ; by which traffic a profit
of forty-five per cent. was made. It was never carried on
by the charter companies ; becaufe the profit they made
upon it, however confiderable it may appear, was yet much
inferior to that obtained upon their merchandize. Their
agents, who were not indulged in purfuing what trade they
chofe, attended to thefe {peculations for their own advan.
tage. They followed this branch of commerce with fo
much affiduity, that in a fhort time the returns were not
fufficient to induce them to continueit. Gold is of greater
or lefs value at Canton, according to the time of the year
when it is purchafed ; ita value is lower from the beginning
of February to the end of May than through the reft of
the year, when the harbour is full of foreign fhips. Yer,
in the moft favourable fealon, no more than eighteen per
cent. is to be made of it, which is not a fufficient induce-~
ment for any one to undertake this traffic. The , only
agents, who have not been fufferers by the ceflation of this
trade, are thofe of the French company, who were never
allowed to be concerned in it. The dire&tors referved that
profit for themfelves.  Many attempted it ; but Caftanier
was the only -one who carried on the trade with abilities
and fuccefs. He fent goods to Mexico ; thefe were fold
for piaftres, which were carried to Acapulco, then to the
Philippines, and from thence to China, where they were
bartered for gold. That able man, by this judicious cir-
culation, had opened a track, which it is {urprifing that no
one has fince purfued.

Avr the European nations, which fail dccount of the
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, go as  Europeans awho
far as China. The Portuguefe were the have formedcon-
firft who landed there. The Chinefe gave neflions awith
them the town of Macao, which was built  China,
vpon a barren and rugged fpot, on the
point of a little ifland at the mouth of the river Canton,
and with it a territory of about three miles in circumfer-
ence. They obtained the freedom of the harbour, which
is too narrow, but fafe and commodious, upon the condi~
tion of payisg to the emperor all the duties to be levied on
the thips that fhould come in; and they purchafed the
liberty of building fortifications, by enﬁging to pay ayear-

3
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Iy tribute of 37,5¢0 livres [15621. 10s.].  As long as the
court of Lifbon maintained the fovereignty of the Indian
feas, this place wasa famousmart. It declined in the fame
proportion as the power of the Portuguefe, and gradually
came to nothing. There would fearce be any remembrance
left of this fpot, formerly fo celebrated, if, during one part
of the year, it did not fcrve as an alylum for the European
faftoss, who, after the departure of their fhips, are obliged
io quit Canton, which they cannot re-enter till their veflels
return,  Neverthelefs, the feeble remains of this once flou-
rithing colony, Itill enjoyed a kind of independence till the
year 1774,

At that period, the murder of a Chinefe determined the
viceroy of the provinee to apply to his court for a magif-
trate to infiru@ and govern the barbarians of Macao ; thefe
were the words of his petition.  ‘I'he court fent a manda-
ria, who took poffeffion of the town in the name of his
maiter.  He feorned to live among foreigners, who are
alazys holden in great contempt, and fixed his refidence at
the diltance of a Jeague from the town.

'[he Dutch met with worfe treatment about a century
ago. Thofe republicans, who, notwithftanding the fuperi-
ority they had gained in the Afiatic feas, had been excluded
from China by the intrigues of the Portuguefe, at laft got
accefs to the ports of that empire. Not fatisfied with the
precarious footing they had acquired there, they attempted
to eret a fort near Hoang-pou, under pretence of building
a warehoufe. It is faid, that their defign was to make
themfelves mafters of the navigation of the Tigris, and to
givc law both to the Chinefe and to foreigners, who were

efirous of trading to Canton. Their views were dilcover- .
ed too foon for their intereft. They were all maffacred ;
and it was a great while before any of their nation could
venturc to appear anew upon the coafts of China, They
were {een there again about the year 173e. The fieft fhips
that arrived there came from Java. They brought various
commodities of the growth of India in general, and of their
own colonies in particulgr, and bartered them for thofe of
the country.  The commanders of thefe' veflels, wholly in-
tent upon pleafing the council of Batavia, from which they
immediately received their orders, and expeéted their pro-
motion, had nothing in view but to difpofe of the merchan-
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dize they were intrafted with, without attending to the
quality of that they received in return. The comﬁcny,foou
found, that in confequence of this proceeding they could
never fupport themfelves againft their competitors. This
confideration determined them to fend fhips direétly from
Europe with money.” They touch at Batavia, where they
take in fuch commodities of the country as are fit for
China, and return dire&ly into our latitudes, with much
better ladings than formerly, but not fo good as thole of
the Enghifh. : :

Of all the nations that have eftablifhed an intercourfe
with China, the Englifh have maiatained it the moft con-
ftantly. They had a fa®ory in the ifland ‘of Chufan, at the
time when affairs were chiefly tranfalted at Emouy. When
thele were centered at Canton, their alivity was ftill the
fame. As their company were required to export woollen
cloths, they determined to keep agents conftantly at this
place to difpofe of them. This cuftom of the Englith,
joined to the great demand for tea in their fettlements,
made them, at the beginning of the century, mafters of al-
moft all the trade carried on between China and Europe.
The heavy duties laid by the parliament on that foreign
produ&ion, at laft made other nations, and France in par-
ticular, fenfible of the advantages of this commerce.

France had formed in 1660 a particular company far the
trade of thefe latitudes. A rich merchant of Rouen,
named Fermancl, was at the head of the undertaking;
which was begun with an infufficient capital, and proved
unfuccef{sful. The averfion, naturally entertained for a
people who believed that foreigners came among them for
no other purpofe than to corrupt their morals, and to de-
prive them of their liberty, was confiderably increafed by
the loffes’that were fuftained. In vain, towards the year
1685, did the Chiuele alter their opinion, and confequently
their behaviour.  The TFrench feldom frequent their

orts. The new fociety formed in 1698, was not more
adtive than the former ; nor did they fucceed in this trade,
till it came to be united with that og India, and rofe in the
fame proportion.

The Danes and the Swedes began to frequent the ports
of China about the fame time, and have a&ed upon- the
fame principles as the French. ;Ihe Embden company.

4
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would probably have adopted them likewife, had it fubfift-
ed long enough. R
The annual purchafes made by the Europeans in China,
if we compute them by thole of the year 1566, amount to
26,754,494 livres [1,114,770L 118, 8d.] this {um, above
four-fifths of which is laid out in the fingle article of tea,
was paid in piaftres, or in goods carried by twenty-three
fhips. Sweden furnithed 1,035,168 livres [80,632L.] in
money, and 427,500 [17,812l. 10s.] in -tin, lead, and
other commodities. Denmark, 2,161,630 livres [90,0671.
185. 4d.7] in money, and 231,000 [96251.] in iron, lead,
and gun-flints. France, 4,000,000 [166,666l. 13s. 4d.]
in money, and 40d,coo [16,666l. 13s. 4d.] in drapery.
Holland, 2,735,400 [113,9751.] in money, and 44,600
{1858l Gs. 8d.] in woollen goods, befide 4,000,150
[166,672]. 18s. 4d.] in the produce of her colonies.
Great Britain, 5,443,566 livres [226,815l. §5.] in money,
2,000,475 [83,353l. 28. 6d.] in woollen cloths, and
$:375,000 [140,6251.] in various articles feom different
parts of India. All thefe fums together amount to
26,754,494 livres [1,114,777]. 118. 8d.] We do not
include in this calculation 10,000,600 [416,6661. 13s. 4d.]
in fpecie, which the Englith have carried over and above
what we have mentioned, becaufe they were deftined to
pay off the debts that nation had contraéted, or to lay in a
ftock to trade upon in the intervals between the voyages.

Conjeftures con- It is not eafy to forfee what this trade
cerning the fu- will hereafter be. Though the Chinefe
ture flate of the are fo fond of money, they feem more in-
trade of Europe clined to fhut their ports againft the
in China. Europeans, than to encourage them to

extend their trade.  As the fpirit of the
Tartars has fubfided, and the conquerors have imbibed the
maxims of the vanquifhed nation, they have adopted their
prejudices, and in particular their averfion and contempt of
forcigners. They have difcovered thefe difpofitions, by
the humiliating hardfhips they have impofed upon them,
after having treated them with great refpe@. The tranfi-
tion is but fhort from this precarious fituation to a total
expulfion. It may no not be far of ; and this is the more
likely, as there is an aftive nation which is, perhaps, fecret-
ly contriving to bring about this event.
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The Dutch are not ignorant that all Europe is grown
very fond of feveral Chinefe ﬂ})rp_du&iom. They may
readily fuppofe, that thie impofibility of procuring them
from the firft hand would not hinder the confumption. If
all Europeans were excluded from China, the natives would.
export their own commodities, As their fhipping is not
fit for a long navigation, they would be under a neceflity
of carrying them to Batavia or Malaca; and the nation to
whom thefe colonies belong, would immediately get all this
trade in its hands. It is dreadful even to fufpect thefe re--
publicans of any thing fo bafe, but it is well known that
they have been guilty of more odious aéts for interefts of
lefs confequence.

If the ports of China were once fhut, it is probable they
would be fo for ever. The obftinacy of that nation would-
never fuffer them to retra&, and there is no appearance that
they-would be compelled to it. What meafures could be
taken againft a ftate at the diftance of cight thoufand:
leagpes ? No government can be fo abfurd as to imagine,
that men, after the fatigues of fo long a voyage, would
venture to attempt conqueits in a country defended by fuch
a number of people however deftitute of courage this na--
tion, which has never tried its ftrength againft the Euro-
peans, may be fuppofed to be, The only way in which.
we could diftrefs thefe people, would be by intercepting
their navigation, which is an obje& they pay little atten-
tion to, as it neither affeéts their fubfiftence nor their cone-
veniencies.

Even this fruitlefs revenge would be pra&icable but for:
a fhort time. The fhips employed in this piratical cruife
would be driven from thofe latitudes,.one part.of the year
by the monfoons, and the other part by the ftorms they
call typhons, which are peculiar to the feas of China.

Having thus explained the manner in which the Euro-
peans have hitherto carried on the Ea#t India trade, it will.
not be improper to examine three queftions, which naturally
arife upon the fubje& and have not yet been decided. 1..
Whether it- be advifable to continue that trade. 2.
Whether large fettlements be neceffary to carry it on with
fuccefs.. 3. Whether it ought to be left in the hands of
exclufive companies. We fhall difcufs thefe points with
mpartiality, as we have no other concern in the caufe but.
the intret of mankind.

. My, .



274 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book 7.

All the accounts we have of things, are perverted by
ignorance or ¢vil intentions. The politicianis guided only
his views ; and the.merchant by his intereft, There is none
but the philofopher who knows when to doubt ; who is
filent, when his knowledge fails him; and who tells the
truth, when once he refolves to fpeak. For indeed, what
reward could be offered, of fufficient importance to induce
him to deceive mankind, and to forfeit his chara&er ? If
we fuppofe it fortunate; he is rich enough, if he have but
a fufficiency to fatisfy his wants, which are extremely limit-
ed. Is it ambition? If he have the happinefs of being
wife, he may excite the envy of others; but there is no-
thing under the heavens that he can poffibly covet. Is he
to be tempted with dignities ? He knows they will not be
offered to him ; and if they fhould be, he knows that he
would not accept them without a certainty of doing good. Is
he to be feduced by flattery ? He is totally unacquainted with
this art, and difdains the contemptible advantages of it.
Can he be influenced by fear? He fears nothing ; not even
dcath. If he be thrown into a dungeon, he is well aware
this is not the firft time that tyrants, or fanatics, have
plunged virtue into fuch a fituation, from-whence fhe has
been taken out merely to be dragged upon a fcaffold. It
is he who efcapes out of the hands of deftiny that knows
not how to lay hold of him, becaufe he has broken off, as
the ftoic fays, the handles by which the firong feizes upon
the weak, and difpofes of them at pleafure.

Whoever confidérs Europe as forming
but one body, the members of which are
e trade with 9nited in one common intereft, or at leaft
'I" i aae in the fame kind of intereft, will not he-

naia fitate to pronounce, whether her connec-
tions with Afia be advantageous or not. The India trade
evidently enlarges the circle of our enjoyments. It pro-
cuares us wholefome and agreeable liquors, conveniencies of
a more refined nature, more fplendid furniture, fome new
pleafures, and,a more comfortable exiftence. Such power-
ful incentives have had the fame influence upon thofe na-
tions, who, from their fituation, a&ivity, good fortunc in
making difcoveries, and boldnefs in enterpri%cs, can procure
thefe enjoyments for themfelves at their very fource ; as

3
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upon thofe who are unable to acquire them, unlefs through
the channel of the maritime ftates, whofe navigation enabled
them to difperfe the fuperfluities of their enjoyments over
the whole continent. "T'he Europeans have been fo eager
in their purfuit after thefe foreign luxuries, that neither the
higheft duties, the fricteft prohibitions, nor the fevereft.
penalties, have been able to reftrain it. Every govefn-
ment, after having in vain tried to fubdue this inclination,
which only increafed by oppofition, has been forced at laft
to yield to it; though general prejudices, which were
ftrengthened by time and cuftom, ,ma.de them confider this
compliance as detrimental to the flability of the common
good.

But the time was come, when it became neceffary to re-
move the reftraints. Can it be a matter of doubt, whether
it be beneficial to add the enjoyments of foreign climates
to thofe of our own? Univerfal fociety exifts as well for
the common intereft of the whole, as by the mutual intereft:
of all the individuals that compole it.  An increafe of fe-
licity muft,. therefore, refult from a general intercourfe.
Commerce is the exercife of that valuable liberty, to which
nature has invited all men ; which is the fource of their
happinefs, and indeed of their vittues. We may even ven-
ture to affert, that men are never fo truly fenfible of their
freedom as they are in a commercial intercourfe ; nor is
any thing fo conducive to it as commercial laws : and one
particular advantage derived from this circumftance is,
that as trade-produces liberty, fo it contributes to pre-
ferve it.

We mult be but little acquainted‘with man, if we ima--
gine, that, in.order to-make him happy, he muft be de-
barred from enjoyments.. We grant, that the being ac-
cuftomed to want the conveniencies of life leffens the fum
of our misfortuncs ; but by diminithing our pleafures in a
greater proportion than our pains, we are. rather brought
to a ftate of infenfibility than of happinefs.. If nature have
given man a heart fufceptible of tender impreffions ; if his
imagination be for ever involuntarily employed in fearch of
ideal and delufive obje@s of happinels, it is fit that his reft-
lels mind fhould have an infinite variety of enjoyments to
purfue. But.let reafon teach him. to be fatisfied with fuch
things as he can enjoy, and not to be anxious for thofe
thar are out of his reach ; this is true wifdom. But to re-

6
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quire, that reafon thould make us voluntarily reje& what it
is in our power to add to our prefent happinefs, is to contra-
dick nature, and to fubvert the firlt principles of fociety ; it
is to transform the univerfe into one vaft monaftery, and to
change men into fo many idle and melancholy anchorets.
Let us fuppofe this proje® executed ; and, cafting our
eyes upon the globe, let us afk ourfelves, whether we %nould
be better pleafed with it in the flate we fhould then fee it,
thau as it was before ?

How fhall we perfuade man to be content with the few
indulgencies that moralifts think proper to allow him ? How
fhall we afcertain the limits of what is neceffary, which
vari¢s according to his fituation in life, his attainments,
and his defires 2 No fooner had his induftry facilitated the
means of procuring a fubfiftence, than the leifure he gained
by this was employed in extending the limits of his facul-
ties and the circle of his pleafures, Hence arofe all his
fa&itious wants. The difcovery of a new f{pecies of fenfa-
tions excited a defire of preferving them, and a propenfity
to find out others. 'The perfetion of one art introduced
the knowledge of feveral others. The fuccefs of a war,
occafioned by hunger or revenge, fuggefted the idea of con-
quefl.  Navigation put men under a neceffity of deftroying
. one another, or of forming a general union. Commercial
treaties between nations parted by the feas, and focial com-
patis between men difperfed upon the earth, bore an exat
refemblance to cach other. Thefe feveral relations began
by contefts, and ended by affociations, War and navigation
have occafioned a mutual communication between different
people and different colonies. Hence men became connefted
with each other by dependence or intercourfe. The refufe of
all nations, mixing together during the ravages of war, are
improved and polithed by commerce ; the true fpirit of
which is, that all nations thould confider themfelves as one
great fociety, whole members have all an equal right to
partake of the conveniencies of the reft. Commerce, in its
obje and in the means employed to carry it on, fuppefes
an inclination and a liberty between all nations to make
every exchange that can contribute to their mutual fatif-
fa@ion. The inclisation and the liberty of procuring en-
joyments are the only two {prings of induftry, and the only
two principles of focial intercourfe among men.

Thofe who cenfure the trade of Europe with India, have
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only the following reafons to allege againt an univerfal and
free intercourfe ; that it is attended with a confiderable lofs
of men ; that it checks the progrefs of our induftry ; and
that it leffens our ftock of money. . Thefe obje&ions are
eafily obviated.

As long as every man fhall be at liberty to choofe a pro-
feflion, and to employ his abilities in any manner moft agzree«
able to himfelf, we need not be folicitous about his deftiny.
As in a ftate of freedom every thing has its proper value,
no man will expofe himfelf to any danger, without expe&-
ing an equivalent. Ina well regulated fociety, every in-
dividual is at liberty to do what is moft conformable to his
inclination and his intereft, provided it be not inconfiftent
with theproperties and liberties of others. A law, thatfhould
prohibit every trade in which a man miglit endanger his
life, would condemn a great part of mankind te ftarve, and
would deprive fociety of numberlefs advantages. We need
not crofs the line to carry on a dangerous trade ; fince,
even in Europe, we may find many occupations far more
deftru&ive to the human race than the navigation to India.
If the perils attending fea-voyages deftroy fome of our men,
let us only give due encouragement to the culture of our
lands, and our population will be fo much increafed, that
we fhall be better able to fpare thofe {elf-devoted viGtims
who are {fwallowed up by the fea. To this we may add,
that moft of thofe who perifh in long voyages are loft
through accidental caufes, which might eafily be prevented
by more wholefome diet and a more regular life. But if
men will add, to the vices prevalent in their own climate,
and to the corruption of their own manners, thofe of the
countries where they land, how is it poffible that they
fhould refift thefe united principles of deftruction ?

Even fuppofing that the India trade fhould coft Europe
-as many men as it is faid to do, are we certain that thislofs
is not compenfated by the labours to which that trade gives
rife, and which encourage and increafe our population ?
‘Would not the men, difperfed upon the feveral fhips con-
tinually failing in thefe latitudes, occupy a place upon
land which is now left vacant for others? ¥f we confider
attentively the number of people contained in the fmall ter-
ritories of maritime powers, we fhall be convinced, that it is
not the navigation to Afia, nor even navigation in general,
that is detrimental to the population of Europe: but, on
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the contrary, navigation alonc may, perhaps, balaace alt
the caufes that.tend to the deftruGtion and decreafe of
mankind. Let us now endeavour to remove the fears of
thofe who apprehend that the India trade never leflens the
number of our manufactories at home, and the profits arifing
from them.

Admitting it true, that it had put a ftop to fome of cur
labours, it has given rife to many more. It has introduced
into our colonies the culture of fugar, coffee, and indigo.
Many of our manufallures are fupported by India filk and
cotton. If Saxony and other countries in Europe make
very fine china ; if Valencia manufadtures pekins fuperior
to thofe of China; if Switzerland imitates the muflins and
worked callicoes of Bengal ; if England and France print
linens with great clegance ; if fo many ftuffs, formerly un-
known in our climates, now employ our belt artifts; are
we not indebted to India for all the[}é advantages ?

Let us proceed further, and fuppofe that we are not in-
debted to Afia for any of our improvements, the confump-
tion we make of its commodities cannot therefore be detri-
mental to our induftry ; for we pay for them with the pro-
duce of our own manufatures exported to America. I fell
a hundred livres worth of linen to the Spaniard, and fend
that moncy to the Eaft Indies. Another fends the fame
quantity of the linen itfelf.  We both bring home tea. In
fa&, we are both doing the fame thing ;. we are changing
a hundred livres worth of linen into tea : the only difference
is, that the one does it by two tranfa&tions, and the other
by a fingle one.  Suppofe the Spaniard, inftead of giving
me money, had given me goods that were faleable in India,
I thould not have hindered our artificers by carrying them-
thither. Is it not the very fame thing as if I had carried
our own produce there? I fail from Europe with the mer--
chandize and manufa&ures of my own country; I go to
the South fea, and exchange them for piaftres; I cany
thofe pialtres to India, and bring home things that are
cither ufcful or agreeable. Have I been the means of re-
ftraining the induftry of my country ? Far from it ; I have
extended the confumption of its produce, and multiplied
the enjoyment of my countrymen. The circumftance that
mifleads the oppofers of the India trade is, that the piaftres
are brought over to Europe before they are carried to Afia.
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But finally, whether the money be or be not employed as
the intermediate pledge of exchange, I have either direétly
or indire&ly made an exchange with Afia, and bartered

oods for goods, my manufactory for theirs, my productions
or their productions. -

But it is obje&ted by fome difcontented men, that India
has at all times {wallowed up all the treafures of the uni-
verfe. Ever fince chance has taught men the ufe of metals,
fay thefe cenfurcrs, they have never ceafed to fearch for
them. Auvarice, ever reftlefs, has not forfaken thefe barren
rocks, where nature has wifcly concealed thofe infidious
trealures.  Since they were taken out of the bowels of the
earth, they have conftantly been diffufed upon the furface of
it ; and notwithftanding the extreme opulence of the Ro-
mans, and of fome other nations, they have difappeared
from Europe, Africa, and fome parts of Afia. India hath
entirely abforbed them. Riches are all taking the fame
courfe 3 pafling on continually from weft to eaft, and never
returning. It 18 therefore for India, that the mines of Peru
have been opened ; and for the Indians, that the Europeans
have been guilty of fo many crimes in America. While
the Spaniards are lavifhing the lives of their {laves in Mexico
to obtain filver out of the bowels of the earth, the banians
take ftill more pains to bury it again. If ever the wealth
of Potofi fhould be exhaufted, we muft go in fearch for it
on the coaft of Malabar where we have fent it. When we
have drained India of its pearls and fpices, we fhall, perhaps,
by force of arms recover from them the fums thofe luxuries
have coft us. Thus fhall our cruelties and caprices remove
the gold and filver into other climes, where avarice and fu-
perftition will again bury them under ground.

Thefe comp%aints are not altogether groundlefs. Ever
fince the reft of the world have opened -a communication
with India, they have conftantly exchanged gold and filver
for arts and -commodities. Nature has fupplied the Indians
with the few neceflaries they want ; their climate will not
admit of our luxuries ; and their religion gives them an ab-~
horrence for fome things that we feed upon. As their cuft-
oms, manners, and government, have continued the fame,
notwithftanding the revolutions that have overturned their
country, we muft not expe& they fhould ever alter. India
ever was, and ever will be, what 1t now is. As long asany
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trade is carried on there, money will be brought in, and
goods fent out. But before we exclaim againft the abufe
of this trade, we thould attend to its progrefs, and confider
what is the refult of it. )

Firft, it is certain our gold does not go to India. It has
gold of its own, befides conftant {upply from Monomotapa,
which comes by the caftern coaft of Africa, and by the Red
fea ; from the Turks, which is brought by the way of Ara-
‘bia and Baffora; and from Perfia, which is conveyed both
by the ocean and the continent. This enormous mafs is
never increafed by the gold we procure from the Spanith
and Portuguefe colonies. Ina word, we are fo far from car-
rying gold to Afia, that for a long while we have carried
filver to China to barter it againft gold.

Even the filver which India gets from us is by no means
fo confiderable as may be imagined from the immenfe quan-
tity of Indian goods we bring home. The annual fale of
thefe goods has of late years amounted to an hundred and
fixty millions [6,666,666l. 13s. 4d.] Suppofing they
have coft but half of what they fold for, eighty millions.
3,333,333l 6s. 8d.] muft have been ferit to India to pur-
chafe them, befides what muft have been fent over for our
fettlements. We fhall not fcruple to affirm, that, for fome
time paft, all Europe has not carried thither more than
twenty-four millions [ 1,000,000l.] a year. Eight millions
(';333,3331. 6s. 8d.] are fent from France, fix [250,000l.]:

rom Holland, three [125,000l.] frem England, three
[125,000l.] from Denmark, two [83,333l. 6s. 84.] from
Sweden, and two [83,333]. 6s. 8d.] from Portugal.

This calculation will not appear improbable, if we con--
fider, that though in general India be in no want either of'
our produce or of our manufattures, yet it receives from us,.
in iron, lead, copper, woollens, and other lefs articles, to the
full amount of one fifth of the commodities we buy there,

This mode of payment is augmented by the produce of”
the European fettlements in Afia. The moft confiderable
are thofe of the fpice iflands for the Dutch, and of Bengal
for the Englith. .

The fortunes made by the free traders and agents in Ine.
dia contribute alfo to leflen the exportation of our fpecie.
Thofe induftrious men depofit their ftock in the coffers of
their own country, or of fome other nation, to be repaid.

3
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them in Europe, whither they all return fooner or later.
‘I'herefore a part of the India trade is carried on with mo-
ney got in the country.

Particular events alfo put us fometimes in poffeffion of
the treafures of the eaft. It is undeniable, that by the re-
volutions in the decan and Bengal, and by difpofing of
thefe empires at pleafure, the French and the Englith have
obtained the wealth accumulated in thefe opulent regions
for fo many ages. It is evident that thefe fums, joined to
others lefs confiderable, which the Europeans have acquired
by their fuperior fkill and bravery, muft have retained a
great deal of fpecie among them, which otherwife would
have gone into Afia. i

That rich part of the world has éven reftored to us fome
of the treafure we had poured into it. The expedition of
Kouli Khan into India 1s univerfally known ; but it is not
equally fo, that he wrefted from the effeminate and coward-
ly people of this country upwards of 2,009,000,000 livres
(83,333,333l. 6s. 8d.] in fpecie, or in valuable effects.
The emperors palace alone contained ineftimable and innu-
merable treafures, The prefence-chamber was covered
with plates of gold ; the ceiling was fet with diamonds.
Twelve pillars of maffive gold, adorned with pearls and pre-
cious ftones, furrounded the throne, the canopy of which
was remarkably beautiful, and reprefented a peacock, with
wings and tail extended to overfhadow the monarch. The
diamonds, rubies, emeralds, and all the fparkling gems
which compofed this curious piece of workmanthip, perfet.
ly imitated the colours of this beautiful bird. No doubt
part of that wealth is returned into India. Much of the
treafure brought to Perfia from the conqueft of the mogul,
miuft have been buried under ground during the fubfequent
wars ; but the feveral branches of commerce muft certainly
have brought fome to EuroPc, through fuch channels as
are too well known to make 1t neceffary to fpecify them.

Admitting that none of thefe riches have reached us, the
opinion of thofe who condemn the trade of India, becaufe
it is carried on with-fpecie, will not be better fupported,
which may be eafily proved. Gold and filver are not the
produce of our {oil, but of America, and are fent us in
exchange for the produétions of our own country. If Eu-
rope did not remit them to Afia, America would foonbe
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unable to return any to Europe. The too great plenty of
it on our continent would fo reduce its value, that the na-

tions who bring it to uscould no longer get it from their co-

lonies. When once an ell of linen 'c%oth, which is now

worth twenty fols [1ed.] rifes to a piftole [16s. 9d.] the

Spaniards cannot buy it of us, to carry it to the country

which produces filver. The working of their mines is ex-

peafive. When this expence fhall have increafed to ten

times that fum, and the value of filver is ftill the fame, the

bufinefs of working in the mines will be more coftly than

profitable to the owners, who will conflequently give it up.

No more gold and filver will come from the new world to

the old ; and the Americans will be obliged to negle& their
richeft mines, as they have gradually forfaken the lefs valu-

able ones. This event would have taken place before,

if they had not found a way of difpofing of about

3,000,000,000 [125,000,000!.] in Afia, by the Cape of
Good Hope, or by the Philippine iflands.  Therefore this-
circulation of money into India, which fo many prejudiced

perfons have hitherto confidered as a ruingus exportation,

‘has been beneficial both to Spain, by fupporting the only

manufa@ure fhe hath, and to other nations, who without

it could never have difpofed of their produce, or of the fruits

of their induftry. Having thus juﬁiﬁed the Indian trade,

we fhall next proceed to inquire, whether it hath been con.
dufed on the principles of found policy.

Whether it be Avw the nations in Europe, who have
neceffary that  failed round the Cape of Good Hope,
the Buropeans  have aimed at founding great empires in
Srould have Alfia. The Portuguefe, wholed the way to
large ¢ffablifb-  thofe wealthy regions, firlt fet us the ex-
ments. ample of a boundlefs ambition. Not con»
tent with having made themfelves mafters
of the iflands in which the choiceft productions were to be
found, and ereéted fortrefles wherever they were necellary
to fecure to themfelves the navigation of the eall, they
afpired alfo to the authority of giving laws to Malabar,
which, being divided into feveral petty fovereignties, that
were jealous of, or at enmity with cach other, was forced
to fubmit to the yoke. :
The Spaniards did not at firlt (hew more moderation ;
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even before they had completed the conquett of the Philip-
pine iflands, which were to be the centre of their power,
they {trove to extend their dominion further, If they have
not fince fubdued the reft of that immenfe archipelago, or
filled all the adjacent countries with their enormitics, we
muft look for the caufe of their tranquillity in the treafures
of America, which have confined their purfuits, though
they did rot fatisfy their defires, .

The Dutch deprived the Portuguefe of their mott confi-
derable pofts on the continent, and drove them out of the
{pice iflands. They have preferved thofe pofleffions, and
fome later acquifitions only by eflablithing a form of govern-
ment, lefs oppreflive than that of the nations on whofe ruins
they were nifing. i

The flownefs and irrefolution of the French in their pro-
ceedings, prevented them for a confiderable time from
forming or executing any great proje¢ts. As foon ag they
found themfelves fufficiently powerful, they availed them.
felves of the fubverfion of the power of the mogulsto ufurp
the dominion of Coromandel. They obtained by conqueft,
or by artful negociations, a more extenfive territory than
any European power had ever pofiefled in Indoftan.

The Englifh, more prudent, did not attempt to aggran-
dife  themfelves till they had deprived the French 0‘5 their
acquifitions, and till no rival nation could aét againft them.
The certainty of having none but the natives of the country
to contend with, determined them to attack -Bengal. This
was the province of all India which afforded moft commodi-
ties fit for the markets of Afia and Europe, and was likely
to confume moft of their manufattures: it was alfo that
which their flect could moft effeCtually proteét, as it hath
the advantage of a great river. They have {ucceeded in their
plan of conqueft, and flatter themfelves they fhall long en-
joy the fruits of their viGtory. -

Their fuccefles, and thofe of the French, have aftonithed
all nations. It is eafy to conceive how folitary and defence-
lefs iflands, that have no conneftion with their neighbours,
may have been fubdued. But it is very aftonithing, that
five or fix hundred Europeans, fhould at this time have
beaten innumerable armies of gentiles and mohammedans,
moft of them fkilled in the arc of war, Thefe cxtraordi.
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nary feenes, however, ought not to appear farprifing to any
one who confiders what has happened before.

The Portuguefe had no fooner appeared in the eaft, than
with a few fhips and a few foldiers they fubverted whble

kingdoms. The eftablifiment of fome faltories, and the
building of a fmall number of forts, was fufficient to enable
them to crufh the powers of India. When the Indians
were no longer opprefled by the firft conquerors, they were
fo by thofe who expelled and fucceeded them. The hift-
ory of thefe delightful regions was no longer the hiftory of
the natives, but that of their tyrants.

But what fingular men muft thefe have been, who never
could gather any improvement from experience and adver-
fity ; who furrendered themfelves to their common enemy
without making any refiftance, and who never acquired fkill
enough from their continual defeats to repulfe a few adven-
turers, caft, as it were, from the fea upon their coafts ! It
is a matter of doubt whether thefe men, alternately deceiv-
ed and fobdued by thofe who attacked them, were not of a
different {pecies. T'o refolve this problem, we need only
trace the canfes of this weaknefs in the Indians; and our
firft inquiry fhall turn upon that {yftem of defpoti{m with
which they are opprefled. : '

There is no mation, which, as it becomes civilized, does
not lofe fomething of its virtue, courage, and independence;
and it is evident that the inhabitants of the fouth of Afia,
having been firlt colle@ed into focieties, muft have been the
carlieft expofed to defpotifm. Such has been the progrefs
of all afociations from the beginning of the world. An-
other truth, cqually evident from hiftory, is, that all arbi-
trary power haitens its own deftruétion ; and that the re-
volutions will reftore liberty, fooner or later, as they are
more or lefs rapid. ladoftan is perhaps the only country,
in which the inhabitants, after having once 16ft their rights,
have never been able to recover them.' Tyrants have fre-
g?elx;tly been deftroyed, but tyranny hasalways fupported
itfelf.

Civil flavery has been added in India to political flavery.
The Indian is uot mafter of his own life ; he knows of no
law that will proteét it from the caprice of the tyrant, or
the fury of his delegates. He is not mafter of his own un-
derftanding ; he is debarred from all fludies that are bene-
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ficial to mankind, and only allowed fuch as tend to enflave
him. He'is not mafter of his own fieldj the lands and
their produce belong to the fovereign, and the labourer
may be fatisfied if he can carn enough to {ubfit himfelf
and family. He is not mafter of his own induftry , every art~
ift, who has had the misfortune to betray fome abilities, is in
danger of being doomed to ferve the monarch, his deputies,
or fgmc rich man, who has purchafed a right to employ
him at pleafure. He is not matter of his own wealth : he
buries his gold under ground, to fecure it from the rapaci-
ous hand of power ; and leaves it there at his death, ab-
furdly imagining it will be of fervice to him in the next
world. No doubt this abfolute and tyrannical authority,
with which the Indian is continually opprefled, muft fubdue
his fpirit, and render him incapa{le of thofe efforts that
courage requires,

The climate of Indoflan is another impediment to any
generous exertions. The indolence it infpires is an invin-
cible obftacle to great revolutions and vigorousfoppofitions,
fo common in the northern regions. The body and the
mind equally enervated, have only the virtues and vices of
flavery.  In the fecond, or at fartheft in the third genera.
tion, Tartars, Turks, Perfians. and even Europeans,
contra& the {lothful difpofition of the Indians. Thefe in.
fluences of the climate might certainly be fubdued by reli-
gious or moral inftitutions ; but the fuperftitions of the
country will gat admit of fuch exalted views. They never
Eromife future rewards to the generous patriot who falls in

is country’s caufe. While they advife, and fometimes
command f{uicide, by reprefenting in a ftrong light the al-
luring profpeét of future happinefs, they at the fame time
ftri&ly forbid the effufion of blood.

This: circumftance is a neceffary confequence of the doc-
trine of tranfmigration, which muft infpire its followers
with conftant and univer{al benevolence. They are in con-
tinual fear of injuring their neighbours, that is, all men and
all animals. How can a man reconcile himfelf to the idea of
being a foldier, when he can fay, perhaps the elephant or
the horfe I am going to deftroy may contain the {oul of my
father—perhaps the enemy I fhall kill has formerly been the
chief of my family ? Thus, in India, religion tends to keep
up the fpirit of cowardice which refults from defpotifm and
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the nature of the climate ; the manners of the people con-
tribute ftill more to increafe it. .

In every country, love is the ruling paffion ; but it is not
equally ftrong in every climate. hile northern nations
wre moderate in their defires, the {outhern ones indulge in
them with a degree of ardour fuperior to every reftraint.
The policy of princes has fometimes turned this paffion to
the advantage of fociety ; but the legiflators of India feem
to have principally intended to increafe the fatal influence
of their ardent chmate. The moguls, the laft conquerors
of thofe regions, have proceeded ftill further. lLove is
with them a fhameful and deftruétive excefs, confecrated by
religion, by the laws, and by government. The military
conduét of the nations of Indoftan, whether pagan or mo-
hammedans, is confiftent with their diffolute manners. We
fhall mention fome particulars taken from the writings of
an Englith officer remarkable for his military exploits in
thofe parts.

The foldiers make up the fmallet part of the Indian
camps. Every trooper is attended by his wife, his chil-
dren and two fervants; one to look after his horfe, and the
other to forage. The train of the officers and generals is
proportionable to their vanity, their fortune, and their rank.
The fovereign himfelf, more intent upon making a parade
of his magnificence than npon the neceflities of war, when
he takes the field, carries along with him his feraglio, his
elephants, his court, and almoft all the inhgbitants of his
capital. To provide for the wants, the fancies, and the
luxury of this ftrange multitude, a kind of town muft of
courfe be formed in the midft of the army, full of magazines
and unneceflary articles. The motions of a body fo un-
wieldy and fo ill arranged cannot be but very flow. There
is great confufion in their marches, and in all their opera-
tions. However abftemious the Indians, and even the
moguls, may be, they often experience a want of provi-
fions ; and famine is ufually attended with contagious dif-
tempers, and occafions a dreadful mortality. .

Thefe diftempers, however, feldom deftroy any but re-
cruits. Though, in general, the iuhabitants of Indoftan
affe@ a ftrong paffion for military glory, yet they engage
in war as feldom as they can. Thofe who have been fo
{uccefsful in battle as to obtain fome marks of diftintion,
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are excufed from ferving for fome time ; and there are few
that do not avail themf{elves of this privilege. The retreat
of thefe veterans reduces the army to a contemptible body -
of foldiers, levied in hafte in the feveral provinces of the
empire, and who are utterly unacquainted with difcipline. -

The nature of the provifions on which thefe troops fub~
fift, and their manner of living, is entirely confiftent with
this improper mode of raifing them. At night they eat a
prodigious quantity of rice ; and after this meal they take
ftrong opiates, which throw them into a deep {leep. Not-
withftanding this pernicious cuftom, no guards are placed
about their camp to prevent a furprife ; nor is it poffible to
make a foldier rife early, even to execute any enterprife that
may require the greateft difpatch.

The military operations are regulated by birds of prey,
of which there are always a great number inthe army. It
they be found heavy or f;nguld, it is an unfavourable omen,
and prevents the army from giving battle : if they be fierce
and violent, the troops march out to ation, whatever
reafons there may be for avoiding or deferring it. This
fuperftition, as well as the obfervance of lucky and unlucky
days, determines the fate of the beft concerted defigns.

No order is obferved in marching. Every foldier goes on
as he choofes, and only follows the corps to which he bes
longs. He is frequently feen carrying his provifions upon
his head, with the veflels for dreffing tiem 3 while his arms
are carried by his wife, who is commonly followed by feve-
ral children.  If 4 foot foldier has any relations, or bufinefs
to tranfaét in the enemy’s army, he 1s under no apprehen-
fion in going to it ; and returns to join his colours without
meeting with the leaft oppofition. :

The a&ion is not better condued than the preparations
for it. The cavalry, in which confifts the whole ftrength
of an Indian army (for the infantry are holden in general
contempt), are ufeful enough in charging with the fword
and {pear, but can never ftand the fire of cannon and muf-
quetry. They are afraid of lofing their horfes, which are
mottly Arabian, Perfian, or Tartar, and in which their whole
fortune confifts, The troops that compofe this cavalry are
in great efteem, and well paid : they are fo fond of their
horfes, that fometimes they will go into mourning upon
lofing them.
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The Indians dread the enemy’s artillery, as much as they
confide in their own ; though they neither know how to
tranfport it, nor how to make ufe of it. Their great guns,
which are called by pompous names, are generally of a very
extraordinary fize, and rather prevent than affift the gain-
ing of a viGtory. .

ofe who are ambitious of being diftinguifhed, intoxie

cate themfelves with opium, te which they afcribe the pro-

perty of warming the blood, and of animating them to the

erformance of icroic attions. In this temporary ftate of

mtoxication, they bear a greater refemblance, in their drefs

and impotent rage, to women aluated by a fpirit of en-
thufiafm, than to men of courage and refolution.

The prince who commands thefe defpicable troops is alé
ways mounted on an elephant richly caparifoned, where he
is at once the general and the ftandard of the whole army,
whofe eyes are fixed upon him. If he fhould fly, or be
flain, the whole machine is deftroyed ; the feveral corps
difperfe, or go over to the enemy.

This defcription, which we might have enlarged upon
without exaggeration, renders probable the account given
of our fuccefles.in Indoftan. Many Europeans, judging
of what might be effected in the inland parts, by what has
been done on the coafts, imagine we might fafely undertake
the cenqueft of the whole country. This extreme confi-
dence arifes from the following circomftance : that in places
where the enemy could not harafs their troops in the rear,
nor intercept their fuccours, they have overcome timorous
weavers and merchants, undifciplined and cowardly armies,
weak princes jealous of each other, and perpetually at war
with their neighbours or their own fubjeéts. They do not
confider, that, if they wanted to penetrate into the interior’
parts, they would all perith before they had proceeded half
way up the country. The exceffive fleat of the climate,
continual fatigue, numberlefs difeafes, want of provifion,
and a variety of other caufes, would foon confiderably di-
mintfh their numbers, even though they had nothing to ap-
prehend from thofe troops that might moleft them.

We will {uppofe, however, that ten thoufand European
foldiers had aétually over-run and ravaged India from one
end to the other ; what would be the confequence ? Would
thefe forces be fufficient to fecure the conqueft, to keep
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«every nation, every province, every diftrict, jn order? And
if this number be not fufficient, let it be calculated what
number of troops would he neceffary for the purpofe, = ,

But let us admit that the conquerors had firmly eftahlifh-
ed their government in India, they would ftill reap: very
little advantage from this circumftance. = The revenues of
Indoftan would be fpent in Indoftan itfelf. The European

ower, that had purfued this proje& of ufurpation, would

ave experienced nothing but a confiderable decreafe in its
population, and the difgrace of having followed a yifionary
{yftem, ’ ‘ ‘

Y This, indeed, is now an ufelels queftion, fince the Euro~
peans themfelves have made their {uccefs in Indoftan more
difficult than ever. By engaging the natives to take a part
in their mutual diffenfions, they have taught them the att
of war, and trained them to arms and difcipline. This
error in politics has opened the eyes of the fovereigns of
thofe countries, whofe ambition has been excited to eftablith
regular troops. Their cavalry marches in better order;
and their infl;ntry, which was always confidered in fo del-

icable a light, has now acquired the firmaefs of our batta.

ions. A numerous and well-managed artillery defends
their camps and proteéts their attacks,  The armies, com-
pofed of better troops, and better paid, have been able to
keep the field longer.

This change which might have been forefeen, had the
Europeans not been blinded by temporary intereft, may in
time become fo confiderable, as to raife unfurmountable ob-
ftacles to the defire they have of extending their conqueft
in Indoftan, and poffibly they may loofe thofe they have al-
ready made. Whether this will be a misfortune or an ad-
vantage, is what we fhall next take into confideration,

When the Europeans firft began to trade in that wealthy
region, they found it divided into a great many fmall ftates,
fome of which were governed by princes of their own na-
tion, and fome by Patan kings. ‘Their mutual hatred was
the occafion of continual contefts. Befide the wars that
were carried on between province and province, there wasa
perpetual one between every fovereign and his fubjedts. It
was fomented by the tax-gatherers, who, to ingratiate
themfelves at court, -always levied heavier taxes than had
been laid on the people. Thele barbarians aggravated this

P, 1L N
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heavy burden by the oppreflions they made the inhabitants
fuffer. Their extortions were only another method of fe-
curing to themfelves the pofts they enjoyed, in a country
where he was always in the right who had the moft to give.

From this anarchy, and thefe violent proceedings, it was
imagined, that, to fettle a fafe and permanent commerce, it
was neceffary to fupport it by the force of arms; and the
European faQtories were accordingly fortified. 1n procefs
of time, jealoufy, which divides the European nations in
India, asit does every where elfe, expofed them to more
confiderable expences. Each of thefe foreign nations
thought it neceffary to augment their forces, left they
fhould be overpowered by their rivals. :

The dominion of the Europeans, however, extended no
further than their own fortrefles. Goods were brought
thither from the inland parts with little difficulty, or with
fuch as was eafily overcome.  Even after the conquefts of
Kouli-Khan had plunged the north of Indoftan into con-
fufion, the coaft of Coromandel enjoyed its former tran-
quillity. But the death of Nizarﬁ-a{.Muluc,, fubah of the
decan, kindled a flame which is not yet extinguifhed.

*'The difpofal of thefe immenfe fpoils naturally belonged
o the court of Delhi; but the weaknefs of that court em-
boldened the children of Nizam to difpute their father’s
treafure, 'To fupplant each other, they had recourfe alter-
nately to arms, totreachery, to poifon, and to affaffinations.
Moft of the adventurers they engaged in their animofities
and crimes perithed during thefe horrid tranfattions. The
Marattas alone, a nation who alternately fided with both
“parties, and often had troops in each, feemed as if they
would avail themfelves of this anarchy, and invade the fo-
vereignty of the.decan. 'The Europeans have pretended
it was greatly their intereft to oppofe this deep but fecvet
defign, and they allege the following reafons in their de-
Aence.

The Marattas, fay they, are thieves, both from education
and from their political principles, They have no regard
to the law of nations, no notion of natural or civil right,
ind {pread defolation wherever they go. The moft popul-
ous dilkriéts are abandoned at the very report of their ap-

“proach. In the countries they have fubdued, nothing is to
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be feen but confufion, and all the manufa@urcs are de-

itroyed. S ,
lie Europeans, who weré moft' powerful on the coaft of
‘Coromandel, thought fuch neighbours would utterly de-
‘ftroy " their trade; and they could never venture to fend
money by their agents to buy goods in the inland countries, -
‘a8 they.would -certainly be plundered by thefe banditti.
The defire of preventing this evil, which muft ruin their
‘fortunes, and deprive them of the benefit of their fettle-
ments, fuggefted to their agents the idea of a new fyftem;
“It was aflerted, that, in the prefent fituation of Indof-
tan, it was impoffible to keep up ufeful conne&ions without
a military eftablithment ; that, at fo §reat a diftance from
‘the mother-country, the expence could not poffibly be de-
frayed out of the mere profits of trade, were they ever fo
reat : that therefore it was abfolutely neceffary to procure
ufficient poffeflions to anfwer thefe great expences ; and
confequently, that the poffeffions mult be confiderable.
This argument, probably fuggefted to conceal infatiable
avarice or boundlefs ambition, and which the paffion for
conqueft may have dccafioned to be confidered as a very
ftrong one, may perhaps be a mere illufion. A variety of
natural, moral, and political, reafons may be urged in oppo-
fition to it.  We fhall only infift upan one, which is found-
ed upon a fal. From the Portuguele, who firft attempted
to aggrandize themfelves in India, to the Englifh, who
clofe the fatal lift of ufurpers, not one acquifition, however
important or_trifling, except Bengal and the fpice iflands,
hath ever paid the expence of taking and_fupporting it.
The more extenfive the poffeflions have been, the greater
has been the expence of maintaining them to the ambitious
power that had, by whatever means, acquired them.
This is what will always happen. Every nation that-has
obtained a large territory will be defirous of preferving it
It will think there is no fafety but in fortified places, and
will conftantly multiply them. This warlike appearance
will deter the hufbandman and the artift, who will not ex-
‘Pect to enjoy tranquillity. The neighbouring princes wil]
grow jealous, and will jullly be afraid of falling a prey toa
trading nation now become a conquering one. 1In confe.
quence of this, they will be deviling means to ruin. an ope
preflor, whom they had admitted into their harbours,  with,
N2 - ‘
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1o other viéw than to increafe their own treafures” and

er. If they find themfelves under a neceffity of enter-
g into a treaty, they will, at the inftant of figning, fectet-
ly vow the deftru@ion of their new ally. Falfehood will
be the bafis of all their agreements ; and the longer the
have been forced to diffemble, the more time uﬁey‘ will
have had to prepare the means deflined to deftroy their
enemy.

The juft apprehenfion of thefe perfidies will oblige the
ufurpers to be always upon their guard, If they are to he |
defended by Europeans, what a confumptian of men for the
mother-country | what an expence to raife them, to tran{-

ort them into thefe cauntries, to maintain and recruit
them ! If, from a principle of economy, they content them-
felves with the Indian troops, what can be expetted from a
confufed and unprincipled multitude, whofe expeditions al-
ways degenerate into robbery, and conftantly end in a
fhameful and precipitate flight 2 Their principles, whether
natural or moral, are fo weakened, that even the defence of
their gods and their own houfeholds could never infpire the
boldeft among them with any thing beyond a fudden and
tranfient exertion of intrepidity. Itis not probable that
foreign interefts, ruinous to their country, fhould ever ani-
mate men whofe minds are funk in indolence and corru
tion : is it not more probable that they will be ever ready
to betray a caufe they abhor, and in which they find no
immediate and lafting advantage ?

To thefe inconvenencies will be added a fpirit of extor-
_tion and plunder, which even in,the times of peace will
mearly refemble the devaftations of war. The agents, in-
trufted with thofe remote concerns, will be defirous of mak-
ing rapid fortunes. The flow and regular profits of trade
they will not attend to, but will endeavour to promote
fpeedy revolutions in order to acquire great wealth. They
will have occafioped inpumerable evils before they can be
controuled by authority at the diftance of fix thoufand
leagues, This authority will have no force againft millions ;
or the perfons intrufted with it will arrive too late to pre-
vent the fall of an edifice fupported on fo weak a founda-
tion.

" This refult makes it needlefs to inquire into the nature of
the political engagements the Europeans have entered into
3
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with the powers of India. If thele great acquifitions be
pre}udicial, the treaties made to procuse them cannot be
rational. If the merchants of Europe be wife, they will
forego the rage of conqueft, and the flattering hopes of
holding the balance of Afia,

The court of Delhi will finally fink under the weight of
inteftine divifions, or fortune will raife up a prince capable
of reftoring it. The government will remain fcudaf, ar
once more become defpotic, The empire will be divided
into many independent ftates, or will be fublje& only te ane
mafter, Either the Marattas or the moguls will become a
ruling power ; but the Europeans fhould not be concerned
i thefe revolutions ; whatever be the fate of Indoftan, the
Indians will ftill continue their manufa&ures, our merchants
will purchafe them, and fell them again to us.

It would be needlefs to allege, that the fpirit which has
always prevailed in thofe countries has forced us to depart
from their common rules of trade; that we are in arms upon
the coafts; that this pofition unavoidably obliges us to in-
terfere with the affairs of our neighbours ; and that, if we
avoid all intercourfelwith them, fuch a referve will cestainly
prove extremely detrimental to our interefts, Thefe fears
will appear grouadlefs to fenfible men, who know that a
war in thofe diftant regions muft be flill more fatal to the
Europeans thaa to the natives; and that the confequence
will be, that we muft either {ubdue the whole, which is
fcarcely poffible, or be for ever expelled from a country
where it is our advantage to maintain our conneétions.

The love of order and tranquillty would even make it
defirable to extend thefe pacific views ; and, far from thinke
ing that great pofleflions are neceflary, time will probably
difcover even the inutility of fortified pofts. The Indians
are naturally gentle and humane, though crufhed under the
fevere yoke of defpotifm.  The nations who formerly traded
with them, always eommended them for their candour and
honefty. The Indians are now in a flate of confufion,
equally alarming to them and to us. Our ambition has
carried dilcord into all parts of their country, and our ras
pacioufnefs has infpired them with hatred, fear, and con-
tempt for our continent ; they look upon us as conquerars,
vfurpers and oppreffors, fanguinary I‘}md avaricious mca.

3
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This is the chara@er we have acquired in the Eaft. Our
examples have increafed the number of their national vices,
at the fame time that we have taught them to be in guard
againft ours.

If in our tranfaétions with the Indians we had been guid-
ed by principles of probity; if we had fhewn them, that
mutual advantage is the balis of commerce ; if we had en-
couraged their cultivation and manufattures, by exchanges
equally advantageous to both; we fhould infenfibly have
gained their affections. If we had fortunately taken care’
to preferve their confidence in our dealings with them, we
might have removed their prejudices, and, perhaps, changed
their form of government. We fhould have fucceeded fo
far as to have lived among them, and trained up civilized
nations around us, who would have proteted our fettle-
ments for our mutual intercits, Every one of our cfta-
blithments would have been to each nation in Europe as
their native country, where they would have found a fure
prote&ion, Our fituation in India is the confequence of
aur profligacy and of the fanguinary {yftems we have intro.
duced there. The Indians imagine nothing is due to us,
becaufe all our altions have fhewn, that we did not think
otirfelves under any ties with refpeét to them,

This flate of perpetual contention is difpleafing to moft
of tlre Afiatic nations, and they ardently with for a
happier change. The diforder of our affairs muft have in-
fpired us with the fame fentiments. If we be all in the
fame difpofitions, and if one common intereft thould really-
incline us to peace and harmony, the moft effetual way to
attain this defirable end would perhaps be, that all the"
European nations, who trade to India, fhould agree among
themfelves to preferve a neutrality in thofe remote feas,
which fhould never be interrupted by the difturbances that_
fo frequently happen on our own continent. If we could
once confider ourfclves as members of one great common-
wealth, we fhould not want thofe forces which make us
odious abroad, “and ruinous at home. But, as our prefent
fpirit of difcord will- not permit us to expeét that fuch a-
change can foon take place, it .remains only that we now
confider, whether Europe ought ftill to carry on the com.
me:;ée of India by charter companies, or to make it a free
trade, .
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Ir this queftion were to be decided Whether Europe
upon general principles, it would be eafily * ought to lay open
anfwered.  If we afk whether, in a ftate #be trade to In~
which allows any 'garticqlar branch of dia.
trade, every citizen has a right to partake
of it ; the anfwer is fo plain as to leave no room for dif-
caffion. "It would be unnatural that fubjefts, who fhare
-alike the burden and public expence of civil fociety, fhould
not be alike partakers of the benefits arifing from the
compa that unites them : they would have caufe to coms
plain, that they fuftain all the inconveniencies of fociety,
and are deprived of the advantages they expeied to receive
from it. .

On the other hand, political notions are perfe&tly recon
cilable with thefe ideas of juftice. It is well known that
freedom is the very foul of commerce, and that nothing clfe
can bring it to perfeftion. It is generally allowed that
competition awakens induftry, and gives it all the vigour
it is capable of :u:quirin;i.a Yet for upwards of a cen.
tury, the praétice has conftantly been contradiGtory to thefe
principles, .

All the nations of Europe, that trade to India, carry on
that commerce by exclufive companies ; and it muft be con-
fefled, that this pradtice is plaufible, becaufe it is hardly
conceivable that great and enlightened nations fhould have
‘been under a miftake for above an hundred years on fo im-
portant a point, and that neither experience nor argument
fhould have undeceived them. We muft conclude, there.
fore, that ecither the advocates for liberty have given too
great a latitude to their principles, or that the favourers of
exclufive privilege have too ftrenuoufly afferted the necef-
fity of fuch limitations; poffibly, both parties, from too
great an attachment to their refpetive opinions, have been
deecived, and are equally diftant from the truth,

Ever fince this famous queftion has heen debated, it has
always been thought to be a very fimple one ; it has always
been fuppofed that an India company muft neceffarily be
exclufive, and that its exiftence was effentially connedted
with its privilege. Hence the advocates for a free trade
have afferted that exclufive privileges were odious; and,
therefore, that there ought to be no company, Their op-
ponents have argued, on the contrary, that the nature.of

N4
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things required a company ; and therefore thar there muft
be an exclufive charter. %ut if we can make it appear that
the reafons urged againft charters prove nothing againt
companies in general, and that the circumftances which
may render it neceffary to have an India company, do not
fupply any argument in favour .of a charter ; if we can de-
monftrate that the nature of things requires, indeed, a
powerful aflociation, a company for the India trade ; but
that the exclufive charter is conne@ed only with particular
caufes, infomuch that the company may exift without the
charter ; we fhall then have traced the fource of the com-
fon error, and found out the folution of the difficulty.

Let us inquire what conftitutes the particular nature of
commercial tranfa&tions. It is the climate, the produce,
the diftance of places, the form of the government, the ge-
nius and manners of the people who are fubjeét to it. In
the trade with India, the merchant muft undertake a voy-
age of fix thoufand leagues in fearch of the commodities
which the country fupplies : he muft arrive there at a cer-
tain feafon, and wait till another for the proper winds to
return home. Therefore every voyage takes up about two
years, and the proprietors of the veflels muft wait this time
for their returns.  This is the firft and a very material cir.
cumftance. :

he nature of a government in which there is neither
fafety nor property will not permit the people to have any
public marts, or to lay up any ftores. Let us reprefent to
ourfelves men who are deprefled and corrupted by defpot-
ifm, workmen who are unable to undertake any thing of
themfelves ; and, on the other hand, nature more liberatl in
her"-%ifts, than power is rapacious, fupplying a flothful
people with food fufficient for their wants and their defires s
and we fhall wonder that any induftry fhould be found in
India. And indeed it may be affirmed, that fcaree any
manufaéture would be carried on there, if the workmen
were not encouraged by ready money, or if the goods were
not engaged for a year before they are wanted. One third
of the money is paid at the time the work is ordered, an-
other when it is half done, and the remainder on delivery of
the goods.  From this mode of payment there is a confi-
derable difference made, both in price and in the quality of
the goods ; but from hence likewife arifes a neceflity of
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having one’s capital out a year longer, that is, three years
inftead of tv‘vo? This is yam aming circumitanee for a
private man, efpeeially if we confider the Jargencfs of the.
eapital that is requifite for fueh undertakings.

As the charges of navigation and the rifkeare very great,.
they cannot be fupparted without bringing home complete:
cargoes, that is, cargoes of a million or a million and a half"
of livres [ from 41,6661, 13s. 4d. t0-62,5001.} at prime coft
in India. Where fhall we find merchants, or even men

offeffed of a fufficient capital to enable them to advance
})uch a fum, to be reimburfed only at the end of three
yecars? Undoubtedly there are very few in Europe ; and:
among thofe who might have the power, fcarce any would
have the will.  If we confult experience, we, fhall find that
men of moderate fortunes only are the perfons who are in--
clined to run great rifKs, in order to make great profits. But.
when once a man is poffeffed of an ample fortune, he is inclin.
ed to enjoy it, and to enjoy it with fecarity. The defire of
riches cannot indeed be fatisfied by the pofeffion of them,
which, on the contrary, fre uend{, increafes it § but, at the
fame time, the pofleflion of wealth furaifhes various means -
of gratifying that defire without cither trouble or danger. -
This opens to our view-the neceflity of entering into affow -
ciations, where a number-of men will not fcruple to be eon-
cerned, becaufe every individual will venture but a fmall
part of his fortune, and will rate the meafure of his profits .
upon the united ftoek of the whole fociety.. This neceflity.
will appear ftill more evident, if we confider how the bufi-
nefs of buying and felling is managed in India, and what .
precautions it requiress . )

To make a previous agreement for a cargo, above fift
different agents muft bg employed, who are difperfed in di
ferent parts, at the diftance oz three, four; and five hun-
dred leagues from each other.  When the work is done,.
it muft be examined and meafured; otherwife the goods
would foon. be found fauliy, from the want-of honefty in
the workmen, who are equally corrupted by the nature of
their government; and by the influerce of corimes of every, .
kind which the Europeans have fet them the example of
for thefe three centuries paft. - .

After all thefe details, there are fill other operatitis re--
maining equally neceflary, ‘There muft be whitfters, men.s

Ns,
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to beat the linens, packers, and bleaching-grounds, which
muft ‘be fupplied with pools of water fit E)? the purpofe.
It would certainly be very difficult for individuals to attend
and to obferve all thefe precautions ; but even admitting it.
poffible for induftry to c%e& this, yet it could only be done
as long as each of them could keep up a continued trade,
and regularly fhip off frefh cargoes. All thefe particulars
are not to be executed in a fhort time, and not without
eltablithed conneltions. Every private man, therefore,
fhould be able to fit out a fhip annually during three years,
that is, to difburfe four millions of livres [166,666l. 13s.
4d.] This is evidently impoffible ; and it is plain that fuch
?n undertaking can only be carried into execution by a

ociety.

But, perhaps, fome commercial houfes will be eftablithed
in India, on purpofe to tranfaét this previous bufinefs, and
to keep cargoes in readinefs for the (hips that are tobe fent
off to Europe.

This eftabliiment of trading houfes at fix thoufand
leagues from the mother-country, with the immenfe ftock
that would be requifite to pay the weavers in advance,
feems to be a vifionary fcheme, inconfiftent with reafon
and experience. Can it be ferioufly imagined that any
merchants, who have already acquired a fortune in Europe,
will tranfmit it to Afia to purchafe a flock of muflins, in
expeQation of fhips that, perhaps, may never arrive, or, if
they fhould, may be but few in number, and may not have
a fufficient capital to purchafe with ? On the contrary, we
fee that every European, who has made a fmall fortune in
India, is defirous of returning home ; and, inftead of en-
deavouiring to increale it by thofe ealy methods that private
trade and the fervice of the companies offers in that coune
try, be is rather anxious to come and enjoy it with tran-
quillity in his own, ‘

_ If other proofs and examples were neceflary, we need
only attend to what paffes in America. If we could
fuppofe that commerce, and the hopes of the profits arifing
from it, were capable of alluring rich Europeans to quit

“their native country, it would certainly be in order to fettle
in that part of the world which is much nearer than Afia,
and where they would find the fame laws aod mannersas in

Europe. It might paturally be fuppofed that the mer-

3
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chants fhould previoufly buy uﬁ the fugars of the planters,
and keep them in readinefs to be deliyered to the European
fhips as foon as they atrive, on receiving other commodities
in exchange, which thcz would afterwards fell to the plant:
ers when they wanted them. Bt it is quite the contrary.
The merchants fettled in America are nothing more than
commiffaries or fadors, who tranfadt the exchafgres between
the planters and the Eur%peans ; and are fo far from being
able to carry on any conl derable trade on their own ac-
count, that, when a fhip has not met with an opportunity of
difpofing of her lading, it is left in truft, on the account of
the owner, in the hands of the commiffary to whom it was
configned. It is reafonable, therefore, to conclude, that
what 18 not practifed in America would ftill be lefs fo in
Afia, where a larger flock would be wanted, and greater
difficulties muft be encountered. Add to this, that the
fuppofed eftablifhment of commercial houfes in India would
not fuperfede the neceffity of forming companies in Europe;
becaul!: it would be equally neceffary to difburfe twelve or
fifteen hundred theufand livres [from 50,000l to 62,5001.]
for the fitting out of every fhip, which could never return
into the ﬂocﬁ till the third year at Jooneft.

This neceflity being once proved in every poffible cafe,
it is manifet that the trade of India is of fgch a nature,
that very few merchants, if any, can undertake it upon
their own capital, or carry it on by themfelves, and without
the help of a great number of partners. Having demons
ftrated the neceflity of thefe focieties, we muft now endea-
vour to prove, that their intereft, and the nature of things,
would incliné them to unite in one and the fame com-

any.

P This propofition depends upon two Frincipal reafons :
the danger of competition in the purchafes and fales, and
the neceffity of affortments,

The competition of buyers and fellers reduces the com.
modities to their juft value. When the competition of
fellers, is greater than that of buyers, the goods fell for
lefs than they are worth ; and when there are more buyers
than fellers, their price is raifed beyond their ordinary va-
lue. Let us apply this to the India trade.

When we fuppofe that this trade will extend in propore
tion to the number of private fhips fent there, we are not:

N X
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aware that this multiplicity will only increafe the competi-
tion on the fide of the buyers; whereas it is not in our
power to increafe it on the fide of the fellers. It is juft
-the fame as if we were to advife a number of traders to bid
over one another, in order to obtain their goods at a cheap-
errate. 4

The Indians fcarce make any confumption of the pro-
duce either of our lands or manufaétures. They have few
wants, little ambition, and no great fhare of induftry. The
would readily difpenfe with the gold and filver of Ameri-
¢a, which is fo far from procuring them any enjoyments,
that it only ferves to fupport the tyranny under which they
are opprefled. Thus, as all objeéts of exchange have no
value but in proportion to the wants or the fancy of the
exchangers, 1t is evident that in India our commodities are
worth very little, while thofe we buy there are of great va.
Jue. Aslong as no Indian thips come into our harhours
to carry away our ftuffs and our metals, we may venture to
affirm, that thofe people are in no want of vs, and will con-
fequently make their own terms in all their dealings with us.
Hence it follows, that the greater number there are of
European merchants who are concerned in this trade, the
more the produce of India will rife, and our own fink, in
vajye; and that at laft it will be only by immenfe exports
that we fhall be able to procure any Indian goods, Butif, in
confequence of this on;ﬁr of things, each particular fociety
be obliged to export mare money, without bringing home
more goods, its trade muft be very difadvantageous, and the
fame compctition that began its ruin in Afia will complete
it in Europe: becaufe the number of fellers being then

veater, while that of buyers flill continues the fame, the
ocieties will be obliged to fell at a lower price, aft¢r hay.
ing bought at an advanced one.

The article of affortments is not of lefs confequence. By
affortments is meant the combination of all the feveral forts
of commodities that the different parts of India produce ;
a combination which is proportioned to the prefent plenty
or f{carcity of each kind of commodity in Europe. On
this chiefly depends the fuccefs and all the profits of the
trade. But nothing would be more difficult in the praitice
for private focieties than this affortment. How, indeed,
fhould thefe fmall focicties, unconneted with each other,
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whofe intereft it is to conceal their mutual tranfaltionis, a¢-
quire the knowledge that is requifite for this important purs
pofe ? How could they direé&t fuch 2 multitude of agents as
muft be employed ? It is plain that the fupercargoes and
commiffaries, incapable of general views, would be all afking
for the fame fort of goods at the fame time, in hopes of mak-
ing a greater profit.  This would of courfe enhance the price
of that article in India, and lower it in Europe, to the

reat detriment of the owners, and of the nation in general,

All thefe confiderations would certainly be perceived by
the captains of fhips and by the men of property, who
would be folicited to enter into thefe focicties. They
would be difcouraged by the fear of having a competition
with other focieties, either in the purchafe, the fale, or
the making up of the affortments. The number of thefe
focieties woufd foon be reduced; and trade, inftead of
extending, would conftantly decling, and at laft be entirely
loft,

It would, therefore, be for the intereft of thefe private
focieties, as we have before oblerved, to unite together;
becaufe then all their agents, both on the coafts of Coro-
mandel, and on that of Malabar and in Bengal, being
united and directed by one confiftent fyftem, would jointly
labour in the feveral fattories to colleét proper affortments
for the cargoes that were to be fent away from the chief
faftory, fo that the whole fhould make a complete affort-
ment when brought home, being colle&ed upon an uniform
plan, and proportioned according to the orders and inftruc-
tions fent from Europe. ‘

But it would be in vain to expe& that any fuch union
could take place without the affitance of government. 1In
fome cafes men require to be encouraged ; and it is chiefly,
as in the prefent inftance, when they are afraid of being
denied that protection which they ftand in need of, or ap-
prehenfive that favours may be granted to others which
may be injurious to them. Government would find it their
intereft to engourage this aflociation, as it is certainly the
{ureft, if not the only, way to procure, at the moft reafon-
able prices, the India goods that are wanted for home con-
fumption, and for exportation, This truth will appear
more ftriking from a very fimple inltance.

Let us fuppofe a merchant, who freights a fhip for India
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with a confiderable ftock. Will he commiffion feveral
agents at the fame place to buy the goods he wants? This
cannot reafonably be fuppofed ; becaufe he will be fenfible,
that, each of them endeavouring to execute his orders with
as much fecrecy as poffible, they would neceffarily injure
one another, and muft confequently enhance the price of.
the goods ; fo that he would have a lefs quantity of the
commodity for the fume fum, than if he had employed but
» one agent. The application is ealy; government is the
merchant, and the company is the agent.

“We have now proved only.that in the India trade, the
nature of things requires that the fubjeéts. of one country
fhould unite into one company, both for their own intereft
and for that of the flate; but nothing has yet appeared,.
from whence it can be inferred that this company muft be
an exclufive one. We imagine, on the contrary, that the
exclufive privilege always granted to thefe companies de.-
pends on particular caugs, which have no effential connec.
tion with this trade. ,

When the feveral nations in Europe began to find that
it was their intereft to take a part in the trade of India,
which individuals refufed to do, though none were excluded:
from it, they found themfelves under the neceffity of forme
ing companies, and giving them every encouragement that
fo difficult an undertaking required. Capitals were advan-
ced to them ; they were mvefted with all the attributes of
fovereign power ; permitted to fend ambaffadors; and em-
powered to make peace and war ; a fatal privilege, which,.
unfortunately for them and for mankincf, they have too
often exercifed. It was found neceffary at the fame time
to fecure to them the means of indemnifying themfelves.

- for the expences of fettlements, which muft be very confi-
derable. This gave rife to exclufive privileges, which at
firt were granted for a term of years; and afterwards.
made perpetual, from circumflances which we fhall now
explain.

The brilliant prerogatives granted to the companies, were,
in fa&, fo many impediments to trade. Thé right of hav-
ing fortrefles, implied the neceffity of building and defend--
ing them ; that of having troops implied the obligation of
paying and recruiting them. It was the fame with regard:
to the permiffion of fending ambaffadors, and concluding,
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treaties with the Indian princes. All thefe privileges were.
attended with expences merely of parade, fit only to
check the progrefs 6f trade, and to intoxicate the agénts
and fadtors fent by the companies into India, who on.
their arrival fincied themfelves fovereigns, and a&ed ac-
cordingly. ‘ ‘

Nations, however, found it very convenient to have fome
kind of fettlements in Afia, which apparently were attend-
ed with no coft ; and as it was reafonable, while the com.
panics bore all the expences, that all the profits fhould be
fecured to them, the privileges have been continued. Bat
if the feveral nations, inftead of attending only to this pre-
tended economy, which could be but temporary, had exz-
tended their views to futurity, and conneéied all the events
which muft naturally be brought about in the courfe of a
number of years; they muft have forefeen that the expen-
ces of fovereignty, which can never be afcertained, becaufe
they depend upon numberlefs political contingencies, would
in time abforb both the profits and the ftock of a trading
company ; that then the public treafury muft be exhaulted,
to affit the chartered company ; and that this affiftance,
being granted too late, could only remedy the mifchiefs
that had already happened, without removing the caufe of
them ; fo that the companies would never rife to any de-
gree of importance,

But why fhould not ftates at length be undeceived ! Why
fhould they not take upon themfelves a charge which pro-
bably belongs to them, and the burden of which, after
having crufthed the companies, muft finally fall upon them ?
There would then be no further need of an exclufive privi-
lege. 'The companies which {ubfift at prefent, and are of
great importance on account of their -old couneétions and
eftablithed credit, would be fupported with the greateft
care. 'The appearance of monopoly would vanifh for ever ;
and their freedom might enable them to purfue fome new
track, which they could not think of while they were en-
cumbered with the charges annexed to the charter.- On
the other hand, commerce, being open to all the members
of the community, would profper and flourith by their in-
duftry, . new difcoveries would be attempted, and new en=
terprifes formed. The trade, from oane part of India ta
another, having the certainty of a market in Europe, would



§04 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND FRADE Buok 7.

become confiderable and extenfive. The companies, atten-
tive to thefe improvements, would regulate their dealings
by the fuccefs of private trade 3 and this emulation, which
would not be injurious to any mdividual, would be benefi-
cial to the feveral ftates.

We apprehend this fyftem would tend to reconcile all
interefts, and would be confiftent with all principles. It
feems to be lable to no reafonable objeélion, cither on the
part of the advocates for the exclufive charter, or of thofe
who contend for a free trade. '

If the former fhould affert, that the companies, without
the exclufive charter, would have but a precarious exiftence,.
and would foon be ruined by private traders; I fhould an~
fwer them, that they were not fincere, when they affirmed
that private trade could never fucceed. For, iiy it could
poffibly occafion the ruin of that of the companies, as they-
now pretend, it can only effect this by eagroffing every
branch of their trade againft their will, by a fuperiority of

owers, and by the afcendant of liberty.  Befides, what is.
1t that really conftitutes our companies? It is their ftock,
their thips, their fadtories, or their exclufive charter. What
is it that has always ruined them ! Extravagant expences,
abufes of every kind, vifionary undertakings; in a word,.
bad adminiftration, far more deftru@ive than competition.
But if the diftribution of their powers be made with pru--
dence and economy, if the fpirit of property dire& their
operations, there is no obftacle which they cannot furmount,.
no fuccels which they may not expeft, -

But would not this fuceefs give umbrage to the advoeates.
for freedom? Would they net in their turn urge, that thofe
rich and powerful companies would alarm private men, and:
in fome meafure deftroy that general and abfolute freedom.
which is fo neceffary to trade >

We thould not be furprifed at this objettion from them ;
for men, both in their actions and opinions, are more come-
monly guided by fyftem than by fafts. I do not except
from this error the greateft part of oeur writers upon reve--
nue. Commercial and civil liberty are the two tutelar-
deities of mankind, which we all reverence as well as they..
But, that we may not he influenced by mere words, let us
attend to the idea they are meant to convey. Let us alk
thofe enthufiafts for liberty, what they would wifh; whee-
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ther they would have the laws entirely abolifh thofe afe
cient companies, that every citizen might freely partake of
this trade, and fhould equally have the fame means of pro«
curing the enjoyments of life, and the fame refources to
raife a fortune ? But if fuch laws, with all their appearance
of liberty, are in fa& totally exclufive, let usnot be induced
by this falfe reafoning to adopt them. When the ftate
allows all its members to carry on a trade that requires a
large ftock, and which confequently very few are able to
un§ertake; I would atk, what advantage arifes to the
people in general from. this regulation? It feems as if one
meant to laugh at their credulity, in permitting them to
undertake what they cannot execute. If the companies
fhould be totally fupprefled, there will be no India trade,
or it will be only carried on by a few capital merchants:

I will go further ftill, and, waving the confideration of
the exclufive charter, venture to affirm that the India com«
panies, from the nature of their formation, have given op-
portunities to feveral people to become fharers in their
trade, who would otherwife never have been coucerned in
it. Let us take a review of the number of perfons, in all’
ftations, and of all ages, that are proprietors, and partake
of the profits of the trade, and it muft be owned, that it
would have been far more circumfcribed if it had been in

rivate hands ; that the formation of companies has only
diffufed while it feemed to reftrain it ; and that the mode.
rate price of the fhares muft be a powerful motive to the
people, to wifh for the prefervation of an eftablithment,
which opens to them a track from which they would for
ever have been excluded by a free trade.

We believe, indeed, that both companies and private men
might equally fucceed without injuring one another, or
creating any mutual jealoufiess The companies might fill
purfue thofe great objeéts, which, by their nature and ex~
tent, can only be managed by a wealthy and powerful affo-
ciation.  Private men, on the contrary, would confine
themfelves to fuch objeéts as are fcarcely attended to by &
great company, but might, by proper economy, and the
combination of many {fmall fortunes,, become a fource of
riches to them. , : !

Statefmen, who by their talents are called to the direction
of public affairs, muft determine this point, and redify the
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‘idens’of an obfcure citizen, who may have been mifled by
his want of experience. The [yftem of politics cannot too
foon nor too deeply be applied to regulate a trade which fo-
effentially concerns the fate of nations, and will probably
always be an objet of the greateft importance. )
To put an end to all intercourfe between Europe and
India, thatluxury, which has made fuch rapid progrefs in
our part of the world, fhounld be banithed from every ftate.
Our effeminacy fhould not create a thoufand wants un-
known to our forefathers. ‘The rivalfhip of trade fhould
no longer agitate the feveral nations who vie with each
.other in amaffing riches. Such a revolution fhould take
place in the manners, cuftoms, and opinions of men, as is
never likely to happen. Our aétions fhould be regulated
according to the principles of nature, which we feem to
have abandoned for ever. :
Such are the laft refleGtions fuggefted to us with refpeét to
the connetions of Europe with Afia ¢ let us now turn our
thoughts to America.

BOOK VI.

DISCOYERY OF AMERICA. CONQUEST OF MEXICO ; AND
SETTLEMENTS OF THE SPANIARDS IN THAT PART OF
THE NEW WORLD.

Parallel of an- ANCIENT hiftory prefents a magni.
cient and modern ficent {cene to our view. The fuec-
biftory. ceffive reprefentation of great revolutions,

heroic manners, and extraordinary events,
will become more and more interefting, the more uncom-
mon it is to meet with incidents that bear any refemblance
to them. T'he period of founding and of fubverting em.
pires §s paft. The man before whom ¢ the world was
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filent,”” is no more. 'The feveral nations: of the earth,
after repeated fhocks, after all the ftruggles between am-
bition and liberty, feem at length totally reconciled with
the wretched tranquillity of fervitude. Battles are now
fought with cannon, for the purpofe of taking a few towns,
and of gratifying the caprices of a few powerful men: for-
merly they were fought with the fword, in order to over-
throw and to eftablith kingdoms, or.to avenge the natural
rights of mankind. The giﬁory of the world 1s become in-
fipid and trifling; and yet men are not become more
happy. A regular and conftant {yftem of oppreflion has
fucceeded to the tumults and ftorms of conqueft ; and
we behold, with a degree of indifference, the various ranks
of flaves aflaffinating each other with their chains, for the
amufement of their malters.

Europe, that part of the globe which has moft influence
over the reft, feems to have fixed itfelf on a folid and dur-
able foundation: It is compofed of communities that are
almoft eqﬁ:ally powerful, enlightened, extenfive, and jealous.
They will encroach perpetually upon each other ; and, i
the midft of this continued luGuation, fome will be extend-
ed, others more limited, and the balance will alternately in-
cline to different fides, without ever being entirely deftroy-
ed. The fanaticifim of religion, and the {pirit -of conqueit, -
thofe two difturbers of the univerfe, operate no longer as
they have done. That facred lever, wgofe extremity was
attached to the earth, and whofe centre of motion was in
heaven, - i8 now broken, or much weakened : and kings be~
gin todifcover, not for the happinefs of their people, which
concerns them little, but for their own private intereft, that
the obje&t of the firft importance is to obtain riches and fe-
curity., Hence large armies are kept up, frontiers are for-:
tified, and trade is encouraged.

A {pirit of barter and exchange hath arifen in Europe,
that feems to open a vaft {cene of fpeculation to individuals,
but is only confiftent with peace and tranquillitg. VA wary
among commercial nations, is a conflagration that deftroys
them all, The time is not far off, when the fan&ion of:,
¥owiernmcnt will extend to the private engagements between:

ubje@s of different nations ; and when thofe bankruptcies, -
the'effe@s of which age felt at immenfe diftances, will be
come concerns-of government, In thefe mercantile flates,
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the difcovery of an ifland, the importation of a new com”
modity, the invention of fome ufeful machine, the conftruc"
tion of a port, the eftablifhment of a fadtory, the carrying
off a branch of trade from a rival nation, will all become
tranfadtions of the utmoft importance; and the annals of
nations muft hereafter be written by commercial philofo-
phers, as they were formerly by hiftorical orators.

The difcovery of a new wotld was alone fufficient to
furnifh matter for our curiofity. A vaft continent, entirely
uncultivated, human naturé reduced to the mere animal
ftate, fields without harvefts, treafures without proprietors,
focieties without policy, and men without manners, what
an interelting and inftru@ive fpeftacle would thefe have
formed for a Locke, a Buffon, or a Montefquieu ! What
could have been fo aflonithing, fo affetting, as an account,
of their voya%e! But the image of rude unpolifhed nature
is already dishgured. We fhall endeavour to colle& the
featares of it, though now half effaced, as foon as we have
defcribed, and delivered up to the execration of pofterity,
thofe rapacious and cruel chriftians, whom chance unfor-
tunately conduéted to this other hemifphere.

Ancient revolu-  Srain, which was known in the carlieft
tions of Spain.  ages under the names of Hefperia and.
Iberia, was inhabited by people, who, de-
fended on one fide by the fea, and on the other by the
Pyrenees, enjoyed in peace an agrecable climate and a fruit-
ful country, and who governed themfelves according to
their own cultoms. The fouthern part of this nation had
in fome degree emerged from its ftate of barbarifm, by
fome trifling coonections it had formed with foreigners ;
but the inhabitants on the coafts of the ocean refembled all |
thole nations which know no other occupation but that of
the chafe. They were fo much attached to this kind of
-life, that they left the toils of agriculture to their wives;
the fatigues of which they had encouraged them to fup-
port by eltablithing general aflemblies annually, in which
thofe women, who had moft diftinguithed themfelves in the
labpurs of agriculture, received public applaufe.
Here we have an inftance of the weaker fex being em-
ployed in the moft laborious occupations of life, either
favage or civilized ; the young girl, holding in her delicate,
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hands the inflruments of hufbandry; and her mother, perhaps
with child of afecond or third infant, bending her body over
the plough, and thrufting the plough-fhare or the {pade into
the gofom of the earth during the moft exceflive heats. * If
I am nat deceived, this phenomenon will appear to a man
who refleés, one of the moft aftonifhing that occurs in the
fingular annals of our fpecies. It would be difficult to find
a more ftriking example of what refpe for national
cuftoms can effeé; for there is lefs heroifm in expofin
one’s life, than devoting it to conftant fatigue.  But if fuc
be the power of men colle@ted together over the minds of
women, how much greater would that of women, in a col-
le&tive bady, be over the hearts of men ?

Such was the fituation of Spain, when the Carthaginians
turned their rapacious views upon a country filled with
riches, which were unknown to.its inhabitants. Thefe
merchants, whofe fhips covered the Mediterranean, intro-
duced themfelves as friends, who came to barter feveral
articles of convenience againft metals that were thought to
be ufelefs. The temptations of a trade fo advantageous inap-
pearance, feduced the Spaniards {o powerfully, that they per-
mitted thefe republicans to build upon their coafls houfes for
their occafional refidence, magazines for the fecurity of their
merchandize, and temples for the exercife of their religion.
Thefe eftablifiments infenfibly became fortified places, of
which this power, whofe policy was fuperior to its military
{kill, availed itfelf to enflave a credulous people, who were
always divided among themfelves, and always irreconcilable
in their enmities. By bribing fome, and intimidating
others, Carthage fucceeded in {fubduing Spain, and even ef-
fe€ted this with Spanifh [oldiers and Spanifh wealth,

When the Carthaginians were become mafters of the
moft extenfive and moft valuable part of this fine country,
they feemed either to be ignorant of the means of eftablith-
ing their dominion there, or to negle& them. Inftead of
continuing to appropriate to themf{elves the gold and filver,
with which the conquered nations were abundantly fupplied
from their mines, by exchanging commodities of little value
for thofe metals, they chofe to feize them by force. Nor
was this {pirit of tyranny confined to the body of the re-
public; it allo influenced the generals, the officers, the
private men, and even the merchants. The violence of
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thefe proceedings threw the conquered Jprovinces into a
flate of defpair, and excited in thofe which were yet free
-an extreme averfion for fo intolerable a yoke. In this fitu-
“ation they all of them refolved to accept of affiftance, as
fatal to them as their misfortunes were oppreflive.  Spain
became a theatre of jealoufy, ambition, and hatred, be-
tween Rome and Carthage. :

The two commonwealths contended with great obftinacy
for the empire of this beautiful part of Europe; and, per-
haps, it would finally have belonged to neither of them, if
the:Spaniards had continued quiet fpeGators of the conteft,
and left the rival nations time to deftroy each other. But
they chofe to become aors in the bloody fcene, and thus
reduced themfelves to be flaves to the Romans ; in which
ftate they remained till the fifth century.

In a fhort time the degeneracy of thofe mafters of the
world, infpired the favage nations of the north with the en-
terprifing idea of invading the provinces that were ill go-
verned and ill defeuded. The Suevi, the Alani, the Van-
dals, and the Goths, pafled the Pyrenean mountains. Thefe
barbarians, being robbers by profeffion, were incapable of
becoming citizens, and made war upon each other., The
Goths, %upcrior in abilities or good fortune, fubdued the
reft, and reduced all the kingdoms of Spain into one ;
which, notwithitanding the defe@s in its conftitution, and

- the unbounded extortions of the Jews, who were the only
merchants, fupported itfelf till the commencement of the
eighth century.

At this period, the Moors, who had fubdued Africa with
that impetuofity which was the chara@eriftic of all their
“enterprifes, crofled the fea. They found-in Spain a king
deftitute of virtue and abilities ; 2 multitude of courtiers,
and no ftatefmen ; foldiers devoid of courage, and generals
without experience ; an effeminate people, holding the go-
vernment in contempt, and difpofed to change their mafter;
and they alfo found rebels, who joined them for the fake of
plundering, burning, and maffacring all that oppofed them.
Inlefs than three years, the fovereignty of the Chriftians
was deftroyed, and that of the infidels eitablithed upon a fo-
lid foundation. : e

Spain was indebted to its conquerors for the firft-princi-
ples of tafte, humanity, politenefs, and philofophy ; as alfe
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for introducing into the country feveral arts, and a confider.
able trade. Thefe brilliant profpeéts were not of long du-
ration. They were foon diffipated by the numberlefs fects
that arofe among the conquerors, and the irreparable fault
they committed in eftablifhing diftin€t fovereigns in all the
principal tawns of their dominions, . -

During this time, the Goths, who, to fcreen themfelves
from the power of the mohammedans, had fought an afy-
lum in the extremity of the Afturias, were labouring under
the yoke of anarchy, plunged in a barbarous ftate of ig.
norance, opprefled by their fanatical priefts, languithin
under inexpreflible poverty, and perpetually harafled by ci-
vil wars. Under the influence of thefe calamities, far ;;om
thinking to avail themfelves of the divifions fubfifting
among their enemies, they were fufficiently happy in being
forgotten, or in not being known by them. But as foon
as the crown, which was originally eleive, became here-
ditary in the tenth century ; as foon as the nobility and
bifhops became incapable of difturbing the ftate ; and that
the people, raifed from {lavery, were admitted to a fhare of
the government ; the national fpirit began to revive. The
Avrabians, attacked on every fide, were [ucceflively firipped
of their conquefts ; and at the end of the fifteenth century
they hiad but one little kingdom remaining.

Their fall would have been more rapid, had they engag-
ed with a power that could have united, in one common
centre, the conquefts it gained over them. But the revo-
lution was not affeted in this manner. The moliamme-
dans were attacked by different chiefs, each of which was.
at the head of a diftin& ftate, Spain was divided into as
many kingdoms as it contained provinces: and. it was not
till after a long time, feveral fucceflions, wars, and revolu-

tions, that thefe fmall ftates were at laft united in the two
monarchies of Caftile and Arragon, At length, the mar-
riage of [fabella with-Ferdinand having happily joined all
the crowns of Spain into one family, they found themfelves
qunl to. the enterprife of attacking the kingdom of Gra-
nada,. . . , :

This ftate, which fcarcely occupied one eighth part of the

peninfula of Spain, had always been in a flourifhing. condi-

tion from the time of the invafion of the Saracens 3 but its

profperity had increafed in proportion as the fuccefles of the
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chriftians had induced a greater number of infidels to take
refuge there. It confifted of three millions of inhabitants.
Throughout the ret of Europe there were no lands fo well
cultivated ; manufaGures fo numerous and improved ; fo
regular and fo extenfive a navigation. The public revenues
amounted to feven millions of livres [291,666l. 138. 4d.]
a prodigious fum at a time when gold and filver were very
{carce.

Thefe feveral advantages, far from deterring the mon-
archs of Caftile and Arragon from invading Granada, were
the motives that principally urged them to the enterprife.
They were obliged to carry on a ten years bloody war, in
order to fubdue this flourithing province. The conqueft of
it was completed by the furrender of the capital in the be-
ginning of January 1492.

Columbus forms It was in thefe glorious circumftances,
the defign of dif-  that Chriltopher Columbus, a man of ob
covering Ame-  fcure birth, whofe knowledge of aftrono-
rica. my and navigation was far fuperior to that
of his cotemporaries, propofed to the

Spaniards, who were happy at home, to aggrandize them-
felves abroad. He was led by a fecret impulfe to imagine
that another continent certainly exifted, and that he was
the perfon deftined to difcover it. The idea of anti-
podes, which fuperltition had condemned as heretical and
impious, and realon itfelf had treated as chimerical, appear~
ed to this penetrating genius to have its foundation in
truth. This idea, perhaps the greateft that ever entered
into the human mind, took ftrong pofleffion of his imagin-
ation ; and, having in vain propofed the acquifition of a
new hemifphere to his native country Genoa, to Portugal,
where he then refided, and even to England, which he
might have expeéted would readily have concurred in any
maritime enterprife, he at laft communicated his views and
his proe&ts to Ifabella. ‘
"[)‘he minifters of this princefs, who looked upon the
fcheme of difcovering a new world as the offspring of a
diftempered brain, treated the author of it for fome time
with thofe airs of contemptuous infolence which men in
office often put on with thofe who have nothing but genius
to recommend them. But Columbus was not to be difcour-
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aged by any difficultics ; he poffefled, as all men do who
engage in extraordinary enterprifes, a degree of enthufiifm,
which renders them fuperior to the cavils of the ignorant,
the contempt of the proud, the mean arts of the covetoue,
and the delays of the indolent. At length, by perfever-
ance, fpirit, and courage, joined tothe arts of prudence
and management, he furmounted every obftacle. Having
obtained three fmall veflels, and ninety men, he fet fail on
the third of Auguft 1492, with the title of admiral and
viceroy of the iflands and territories he thould difcover, and
arrived at the Canaries, where it was his intention to ca
anchor. :

Taese iflands, fituated at the diftance  Columdus fails
of five hundred miles from the coafts of* firff towards
Spain, and of a hundred miles from the 1he Canaries.
continent of Africa, are feven in number.

They were known to the ancients by the name of the For.
tunate iflands. It was at the moft weftern part of this
fmall archipelago that the celebrated Ptolemy, who lived in
the fecond century of the chriftian era, eftablifhed a firft
meridian ; from whence he computed the longitudes of all
the places, the geographical pofition of which he deter
mined. According to the judicious remark of three French
altronomers, who have publithed fo curious and fo inftru&-
ive an account of a voyage in 1771 and 1772, he might
have chofen Alexandria for this purpofe : but he was ap=~
prehenfive, without doubt, that this predile&tion for his
country might be imitated by others, and that fome confu~
fion might arife from thefe variations. The plan which this
philofopher adopted, of taking for his firft meridian that
which appeared to leave to the eaft of it all the part of the
world then known, was generally approved, and followed
for feveral centuries. ' It is only in modern times, that fe-
veral nations have improperly fubftituted to this meridian,
that of the capital of their own empire. '

The habit that had been contraéted of repeating the name
of the Fortunate iflands, did not prevent them from being to-
tally negle@ted. Some navigators had certainly zeconnoite
red anew thefe pagan territories, fince, in 1344, the court
of Rome gave the property of them to Louis de la Cerda,
one of the Infants of Caftile. Obftinately thwarted by the

Vol. 11, (O 2
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head of his family, this prince had never yet been able to
avail himfelf of this extraordinary liberality, when Bethen«
court went from Rochelle, on the 6th of May 1402, and
two months after feized upon Lancerota. It being impof-
fible for him to proceed any farther with the forces he had
remaining; this adventurer determined to pay homage to
the king of Catftile of all the contjueits he fhould make.
‘With the fuccours furnithed him by this monarch, he feiz~
ed upon Fuerteventura in 1404, upon Gomera in 1405,
and upon the ifle of Ferro in 1406. Canary, Palma, and
‘Teperiffe, did not fubmit till 1483, 1492, and 1496. This
archipelago, by the name of the Canary iflands, has evey
fince made part of the Spanith dominions, and has been go-
verned by the laws of Caftile.

The Canaries .enjoy the advantage of a fky that is ge-
nerally ferene. The heat is great on the coafts ; but the
air is agreeably temperate upon the places that are a little
higher ; and too cold upon fome of the mountains that are
coveted with fnow the greateft part of the year.

All, or nearly all, the fruits and animals of the Old and
of the New World thrive upon the different kinds of foil in
thefe iflands. They furnith oils, fome filk, a great deal of
perella ®, and a confiderable quantity of fugar, inferior to
that which comes from America. The corn they fupply is
moft commonly fufficient for the confumption of the
country ; and without mentioning liquors of an inferior
kind, their exports in wine amount annually to ten or
twelve thoufand pipes of malmfey.

In 1768, the Canaries reckoned one hundred and fifty-
five thoufand one hundred and fixty~fix inhabitants, exclu-
five of five hundred and eight clergy, nine hundred and
twenty-two monks, and feven hundred and forty-fix nuns.
Twenty-nine thoufand eight hundred of thefe inhabitants
were embodied into a regiment. Thefe militia were no-
thing at that period ; but they have fince been a little
difciplined, as well as all the troops in the other Spanith
colonies.

Although the audience, or fuperior tribunal of juftice,
be in the ifland particularly called Canary, yet the idand of
Teneriffe, which is known by its volcanos, and by a moun-

* A fungous fubftance from which a red dye is extra@ed.
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tain which, according to the lateft and beft obfervations,
rifes one thonfand nine hundred and four toifes above the
level of the fea, is confidered as the capital of the archipe-
lago. It is the moft extenfive, the richeft, and the moft
populous. It is the refidence of the governor-general, and
the feat of adminiftration. The traders, who are almoft all
Englith or Americans, make their purchafes in its harbour
of Sainte Croix, and take in their cargoes there.

The money which thefe merchants bring to the iflands,
feldom circulates in them. It is not carried off by the im-
ports, fince they confift only in the monopoly of tobacco,
and a tax of fix per cent, on all exports and imports : in-
coufiderable refources, which muft be abforhed by the ex-
pences of fovereignty. If the Canaries fend annually fifs
teen or fixteen hundred thoufand livres [from 62,500l to
66,6661, 13s. 4d.] to the mother-country, it is for the fu-
perftition of the crufades: it is for one half of the firft
year’s falaries paid to the crown, by thofe who have obtain-
ed any poft under government : it is for the droit des lances,
fubftituted throughout the whole empire, to the obligation
formerly impofed upon all titled perfons, of following the
king to war: it is for one third of the revenue of the
bifhoprics, which, in whatever part of the world they may
be, belongs to the government : it is for the produce of the
lands acquired or preferved by fome familes refiding in
Spain : in a word, it is to defray the expences of thofe,
who, by a reftlefs difpofition, ambition, or the defire of ac~
quiring knowledge, are prompted to quit the archipelago,

So confiderable an exportation of fpecie has kept the
Canaries conftantly exhaulted. They would have emerged
from this fiiuation, had they been fuffered peaceably to ena
joy the liberty which, in 1657, was granted them, of fitting
out every year for the other hemifphere, five thips laden
with a thoufand tons of provifions or merchandize. Un-
fortunately, the reftraints put upon this trade at Cadiz,
gradually reduced it to the fending of one very {mall veflel
to Caracca.  This tyranny is drawing to an end ; and we
fhall fpeak of its decline, after we have accompanied Colume
bus to the great fcene upon which his genius and courage
are going to be difplayed.

On the fixth of September, the admiral quitted Gomera,
where his too feeble veflels had been re;gircd, and his pro.

-2
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vifions renewed : he then abandoned the track purfued b
preceding navigators ; and dire&ted his courfe weﬁwar(z
in order to get into an unknewn ocean.

In a little time, the thips crews, terrified at the idea of
the immenfe tra@ of fea that feparated them from their na-
tive country, began to exprefs their fears, They murmur-
ed, and the moft violent of the mutineers propofed feveral
times that they fhould throw the author of their danger
overboard. His moft zealous adherents were even without
hope ; and he had now nothing to expeé either from feve-
rity or mildnefs. The admiral then fpake to them in the
following terms : ¢ If the Pand does not appear in three
“ days time, I give myfelf up to your refentment.”” The
fpeech was bold, but not rafh.

For fome time paft, on founding, he had ‘found a bot-
tom, and from other circumftances, which are feldom de-
ceitful, he had reafon to conclude that he was not far from
the objed of his purfuit.

Arrival of Co-  Tue New World was difcovered in the
lumbus in  the month of O&ober. Columbus landed on
Neaw World. one of the Lucayas, or Bahama iflands,

which he called San-Salvador, and took
pofleffion of it in the name of Ifabella. No European at
that time imagined that there could be any injuftice in
feizing upon a country which was not iuhabited by Chrif-
tiang. .

The iflanders, on feeing the thips, and a race of men fo
different from themfelves, were terrified, and ran away.
The Spaniards caught fome of them, treated them with
great civility, and difmifled them loaded with prefents.

This behaviour eptirely diffipated the fears of the whole
nation : the inhabitants appeared upon the fhore without
arms. Several of them came on-board. They viewed
every thing with admiration. Their manners were free and
open. They brought fruits. They affifted the Spaniards
in getting on fhore, by taking them upon their fhoulders.
The inhabitants of the neighbouring iflands fhewed the fame
obliging difpofition. The failors, fent by Columbus to
make difcoveries, everywhere met with the kindeft recep=
tion. Men, women, and children, were employed in pro-
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curing provifions for them. They filled the hammocks
where they flept with the fineft cotton.

Tell me, reader, whether thefe were civilized people
landing among favages, or favages among civilized people?
Of what confequence was it that they were naked ; that
they dwelt in the midit of the forelts, and lived under
huts ; that there was neither a code of laws among them,
nor civil or criminal juftice, provided they were mild, hu-
mane, beneficent, and poflefled all the virtues that diftin-
guith the haman fpecies ! Alas ! people with the fame be-
haviour would have met with the fame reception every-
where. Let us forget, if it be poffible, the inftant of this
difcovery, this firft interview between two worlds, or ra-
ther let us recal it to our memory, only to increafe our de-
teftation of the one we inhabit.

But it was gold the Spaniards wanted, and they foon
found it. Several of the favages wore ornaments made of
this precious metal, which they prefented to their new
guefts ; who on their pact were more difgufted with the
naked appearance and fimplicity of thefe people, than
touched with their kindnefs. They were incapable of dif-
cerning in them the genuine charatters of nature. Surprif-
ed to gnd men of a copper colour without beards or hair
on their bodies, they looked upon them as a race of imper-
fe&t animals, who were only to be treated with humanity,
till the neceflary information was obtained in regard to the
neighbouring countries, and the feat of the gold mines.

Having taken a view of feveral fmall-  The Spaniarde
er iflands, Columbus landed on the north make their firft
fide of a large one called by the natives fettlement in A~
Hayti; to which he gave the name of merica at St
Hifpaniola, and which is now called San  Domingo.
Domingo ; he was conduéted thither by
fome favages of the other iflands, who accompanied him
without the leaft diftruft, and gave him to underftand, that
it was the great ifland which furnifhed them with the metal
the Spaniards were fo cager to acquire.

The ifland of Hayti, which is two hundred leagues in
length, and fixty, and in fome places eighty, in breadth, is

_divided from calt to weft by a chain of mountains, which
Occupy the centre of the ifland, and are for the moft part
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feep. It was diftributed into five populous kij;quom, the
inhabitants of which lived in perfe& amity. Their kings,
who were called caciques, were fo much the more abfolute,
as they were much beloved. The complexion of thefe peo-
ple was much fairer than that of thofe in the other iflands.
They painted their bodies, The men went quite naked.
The women wore a kind of cotton petticoat, which reach.
ed no further than their knees. The girls, as well as the
men, were naked. Their food was maize, roots, fruit, and
fhell fith. As they were temperate, nimble, and attive, but
not ftrong, they were averfe from labour. They lived free
from care in a ftate of agreeable indolence. Their time
was fpent in dancing, diverfion, and fleep. By the accounts
the Spaniards give of them, they fhewed little marks of un-
derftanding ; and indeed iflanders, who live in a ftate of fe.
paration from the reft of mankind, muft of neceflity have
very confined ideas. Detached focieties arrive at improve-
ment by flow and difficult advances. They derive no ad-
vantages from thofe difcoveries, which time and experience
throw in the way of other people : neither do the chances
of acquiring knowledge occur fo frequently among them.

The Spaniards themfelves confefs that thefe people were
humane, void of malice and revenge, and almoft divefted
of any paffion whatever. They were ignorant, but fhewed
no defire of being informed. This indifference, and the
confidence they repofed in ftrangers, prove that they were
happy. Their hiftory, and their notions of morality, were
contained in a colle€tion of fongs, which they learnt from
their infancy ; and they had, in common with all nations,
fome fables concerning the origin of the human race.

We know little of their religion, to which they were not
much attached ; and it is probable that in this refpe&, as
well as in many others, they have been calumniated by the
authors of their deftruction, who pretend that thefe ifland-
ers, whofe manners were fo gentle, paid adoration to a
number of malevolent beings. The worfhippers of a male-
volent deity can never be good themfelves. But of what
confequence were their deities or their mode of worthip ?
Did they queftion the ftrangers upon the fubjeét of their
religion ? Or, was their belief a motive of curiofity, hatred,
or contempt for them ! They were the Europeans, who

conduéicd themfelves as if they had been advifed by the
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demon of the iflanders; and the iflanders behaved as if they
had obeyed the Deity of the Europeans.

They had no law that limited the number of their wives..
It was common for one of them to have fome privileges.
and diftin&ions allotted to her; but thefe gave her no
authority over the reft. She was the one whom the huf-
band loved the beft, and by whom he thought himfelf beft
beloved. On the death of her hufband, fthe fometimes
caufed herfelf to be buried in the fame grave with him.
This was not a cuftom, a duty, or a point of honour, among:
thefe people ; but the wife found it impoffible to furvive
the object of her tendereft affetion. This freedom in
love and marriage, which was authorifed by their laws and
manners, was by the Spaniards called debauchery, licen=
tioufnefs, and vice: and to the pretended exceffive indulg-
ence of the iflanders in this particular, they attributed the
origin of a difgraceful and deftruétive difeafe, which is ge=
nerally thought to have been unknown in- Europe before
the difcovery of America.

Thefe iflanders had no other weapon than a bow and ar-
rows made of wood, the point of which being hardened in
the fire was fometimes armed with fharp ftones, or the bone
of a fith. The ordinary drefs of the Spaniards was of it~
felf an impenetrable armour againft arrows of this kind,
fhot with little dexterity. Thefe weapons and fome {mall
clubs, or rather large fticks, which could feldom give a.
mortal blow were far from making thefe people formid«
able.

They were diftinguithed into different claffes, one of
which had a claim to a kind of nobility ;. but we are little
acquainted either with the prerogatives annexed to this dif-
tinétion, or with the means of obtaining it. This ignor-
ant and favage people had alfo forcerers among them, who
have always been either the offspring or parents of fuper-
ftition,

Columbus omitted no attention that might eniage the
friendfhip of thefe iflanders. But at the fame time he made.
them fenfible, that though he had no inclinatien to hurt
them, he did not want the power. The proofs he gave in
their prefence of the furprifing effeés of his artillery, con-
vinced them of the truth of what he faid. They looked.
upon the Spaniards as men defcended from heaven ; and the.
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prefents they received, were in their eftimation, not mere
curiofities, but facred things. This error was produtive
of great advantages ; nor was it removed by any a& of folly
or cruelty. They gave the favages red caps, glafs beads,
pins, knives, and bells, and received in return gold and
provifions.

Columbus availed himfelf of this harmony to fix upon a
place for a fettlement, which he defigned fhould be the
ceutre of all his future projects. He ereted a fort with
the afliltance of the iflanders, who cheerfully laboured to
forge chains for themf{elves. He left thirty-nine Caftilians
in the place ; and having reconnoitered the greateft part of
the ifland, fet fail for Spain.

He arrived at Palos, a port of Andalufia, from whence
he had failed feven months before. He proceeded by land to
Barcelona, where the court refided. This journey was a
triumph. The nobility and the people went to meet him,
and followed him in crowds to the prefence of Ferdinand
and Ifabella. He prefented to them fome iflanders, who
had voluntarily accompanied him. He produced pieces of
gold, birds, cotton, and many curiofities, which were va-
luable on account of their novelty. Such a variety of un-
common objeéts, expoled to the view of a people whofe, va-
nity inflamed by imagination magnified every thing, made
them fancy that they faw an inexhauftible fource of riches
for ever flowing into their country. The enthufiafm fpread,
and reached even to the throne. At the public audience
the fovereigns gave to Columbus, he was permitted to be
covered, and to fit as a grandee of Spain. He related his
voyage to them. They %oadcd him with carefles, commen-
dations, and honours; and foon after he reimbarked with
{feventeen fail, to make new difcoveries, and to eftablifh
colonies.

On his arrival at San Domingo with fifteen hundred men,
foldiers, artificers, and miffionaries ; with provifions for
their fubfiftence ; with the feeds of all the plants that were
thought likely to thrive in this hot and damp climate ; and
with the domeftic animals of the old hemifphere, of which
there was not ong in the new one, Columbus found nothin
but ruins and carcafes upon the fpot where he had left for.
tifications and Spaniards. Thefe plunderers had occafioned
their own deftruction by their haughty, licentious, and ty-
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rannical, behaviour; and he had the addrefs to perfuade
thofe who had le(s moderation than himfelf, that it was good'
policy to poftpone their revenge to another time. A fort,
honoured with the name of Ifabella, was conftrutted on the
borders-of the ocean ; and that of Saint Thomas was ercét-
ed on the mountains of Cibao, where the iflanders gathered
from the torrents the greateft part of the gold they ufed
for their ornaments, and where the conquerors intended to
open mines.

While thefe works' were carrying on, the provifions that
had been brought from Europe had been either confumed
or were fpoiled. ‘The colony had not received frefh ones
enough to fupply the deficiency ; and foldiers, or failors,
had neither had any leifure, knowledge, or inclination
enough to produce frefh articles of fubfiftence. It became
neceflary to have recourfe to the natives of the country,
who cultivated but little, were unable to fubfit Rrangers,
who, though they were the moft moderate perfons of
the old hemifphere, yet confumed each of them as
much as would have been fufficient for feveral Indians.
Thefe unfortinate people gave up all they had, and {till
more was required. Thefle continual exaflions produced an
alteration in their charater, which was naturally timid ; and
all the caciques, except Guacanahari, who had firft received
the Spaniards in his dominions, refolved to unite their for-
ces, in order to break a yoke which was becoming every
day more intolerable. - .

Corumsus defifted from purfuing his Cruelties com-
difcoveries, in order to prevent, or put a mitted by the
ftop to thisunexpe@ted danger. Although conquerors at
two-thirds of his followers had been hur-  Sgn Domingo.
ried to the grave by mifery, by the clim-
ate, and by debauchery ; although ficknefs prevented
many of thofe who had elcaped thefe terrible fcourges from
joining him; and although he could not mufter more than
two hundyed infantry and twenty horfe to face the enemy,
yet this extraordinary man was not afraid’of attacking, m
1495, in: the plains of Vega-Real, an army, which hifto-
rians in general have computed at one hundred thoufand
men. The chief precaution taken was to fall upon thefe
troops in the night-time.

Os
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The unhappy iflanders were conquered before the aéion
began. They confidered the Spaniards as beings of a fu-

erior order. Their admiration, refpe&, and fear, were
mcreafed by the European armour ; and the fight of the
cavalry in particular aftonifhed them beyond meafure.
Many of them were fimple enough to believe that the man
and the horfe were the fame animal, or a kind of deity.
Had their courage even been proof againft thefe impref
fions of terror, they could have made but a faint vefiftance.
The cannonading, the pikes, and a difcipline to which
they were ftrangers, muft have eafily difperfed them. They
fled on all fides. To punifh them for their rebellion, as it
was called, every Indian above fourteen years of age was
fubje@ed to a tribute in gold or in cotton, according to the
diftri& he lived in.

This arrangement of matters, which required affiduous
labour, appeared the greateft of evils to a people who were
not ufed to be employed. The defire of getting rid of
their oppreflors, became their only paffion. ~ As they en-
tertained no further hope of their being able to fend them
away by force, the idea occurred to them, in 1496, of ex-
pelling them by famine. In this view, they fowed no more
maize, they pulled up the caffava roots that were already
planted, and they themfelves took refuge among the moit
barren and fteep rocks.

Defperate refolutions are feldom attended with fuccefs ;
accordingly, that which the Indians had taken proved ex-
tremely fatal to them. The gifts of rude and uncultivated
nature were nat fufficient for their fupport, as they had in-
confiderately expected they would be; and their afylum,
however difficult of accefs, was not able to fcreen them
from the purfuits of their incenfed tyrants, who, during
this total privation of local refources, accidentally received
fome provifions from the mother-country. Their rage was
carried to fuch a height, that they trained up dogs to hunt
and devour thefe unhappy men ; and it has even been faid,
that fome of the Caftilians had made a vow to maffacre
twelve Indians every day in honour of the twelve apoftles.
Before this event, the ifland was reckoned to contain a
million of inhabitants, A third part of this confiderable
population perithed on this occafion, by fatigue, hunger,
and the fword.
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Scarce had the remains of thefe unfortunate people, who
had efcaped fo many difafters, returned to their habitations,.
where calamities of another kind were preparing for them,
than divifions arofe among their perfecutors. The removal
of the capital of .the colony from the north to the fouth,
from Ifabella to San Domingo, might poffibly furnith a
pretence for fome complaints : but the diffenfions had their
chief origin in-the paffions raifed to an uncommon degree of
fermentation under a burning fky,and not fufficientlyreftrain-
ed by an authority not properly eftablifhed.. When the bufi--
nefs was to dethrone {ome cacique, to plunder fome dif--
tri@, or to exterminate fome village, the commands of Co-
lumbus’s brother, or of his reprelentative, were readily
obeyed. After the fharing of the booty, the {pirit of in-
dependence became again the prevailing fpirit : and their
mutual jealoufies and animofities were only attended to. The
parties at length took up arms againft each other, and war.
was openly declared.

During the courfe of thele divifions, the admiral was in-
Spain, where he had returned in order to an{wer the ascu-
fations that were inceflantly renewed againkt him. The re-
cital of all the great actions he had performed, and the ex--
pofition of all the ufeful things he meant to carry into ex-
ccution, eafily regained him the confidence of Ifabella..
Ferdinand himfelf began to be alittle reconciled to the idea.
of diftant voyages. The plan ofa regular form of govern-
ment was traced, which was firlt to be tried at San Do
mingo, and afterwards adopted, with fuch alterations as.
experience fhould have fhewn to be neceflary, in the feveral
fettlements, which in procefs of time might be founded in
the other hemifphere. Men, fkilled in the working of the
mines, were carefully fele€ted ; and the government took.
upon itfelf to pay and to maintain them for feveral years

The people thought differently. from their fovereigns.
Time, which brings on refleétion when the firft tranfports.
of enthufiafm are pafled, had extinguithed the defire origi-
nally fo ardent, of going to the New World.. Its gold was.
no lenger an objett of temptation :- on the contrary, the
livid complexions of all thofe who returned home ; the fe-
vere and difgraceful diftempers with which moft of them:
were affliCted ; the accounts of the unwholefomenefs of the.
climate, of the numbers who. had loft their lives, and.the:
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hardthips they had undergone from the fcarcity of provi-
figns ; an unwillingnefs to be under the command of a fo-
reigner, the feverity of whofe difcipline was generally cen-
fured ; and, perhaps, the jealoufy that was entertained of
his growing reputation; all thefe reafons contributed to
produce an infuperable prejudice aFainﬂ: San Domingo in
the fubje@s of the crown of Cattile, the only Spaniards
who, till the year 1593, were allowed to embark for that
ifland..

It was abfolutely neceffary, however, to procure colon-
ifts ; the admiral therefore propofed to have recourfe to
the prifons, and to refcue criminals from death and infamy,
for the purpofe of aggrandizing their country, of which
they were the refufe and the difgrace. This projet would
have been attended with fewer inconveniencies in fuch co-
lonies as, having gained a more folid eftablithment, might,
by the force of their laws, have reftrained or correéted li-
centious and profligate individuals ; but infant ftates require
founders of a diﬂgcrent chara@ter from a fet of rogues.
America will, perhaps, never get rid of the remains of that
alloy which debafed the firft colonies that were tranfported
thither from Europe ; and Columbus himfelf was foon con-
vinced of the injudicious advice he had given.

Had this enterprifing feaman carried out with him men
of the common ftamp, he might, during the voyage, have
infpired them with honeft principles at leaft, if not with
high notions of honour. Thefe perfons on their arrival
would have conftituted a majority, and, by fetting the ex-
ample of obedience, would neceffarily have brought back
to order thofe who hid deviated from it. Such a harmony
would have beeén produétive of the moft falutary effeéts,
and have eftablithed the colony on the moft folid founda-
tiom The Indians would have been treated in a better
manner, -the mines worked to greater advantage, and the
taxes more eafily levied. The mother-country, animated
by this fuccels to greater exertions, might have formed new
fettlements, which would have augmented the glory, the
wealth, and the power, of Spain. 'Thefe important events,
which might have been brought forward in a few years,
were rendered abortive by this hafty idea.

The malefaltors who accompanied Columbus, in con-
junétion with the plunderers that infefted San Domingo,
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formed one of the moft unnatural kinds of fociety that had
ever appeared upon the globe. Their mutual coalition
enabled them boldly to fet all authority at defiance ; and the
impoffibility of fubduing them, made it neceflagy to have
recourfe to attempts to bring them over. Several were
tried in vain. At length, in 1499, it was fuggefted, that
to the lands which every Spaniard received, a greater or
lefs number of iflanders fhould be annexed, whofe time and
labour were to be devoted to mafters deftitute of humanity
and prudence. This a& of weaknefs reftored apparent
tranquillity to the colony, but without conciliating to the
admiral the affeétion of thofe who profited by it. The com-
plaints made againft him were even more conftant, more
urgent, more general, and more attended to than they had
been before.

This extraordinary man purchafed upon, very hard terms
the fame which his genius and induftry had procured him,
His life exhibited a perpetual contraft of elevation and de-
preflion.  He was not only continually expofed to the ca-
bals, calumnies, and ingratitude of individuals; but was
alfo obliged te fubmit to the caprices of a haughty and tur-
bulent court, which by turns rewarded or punifhed, redu-
ced him to the neceffity of making the moft humiliating
jultifications, and reftored him te its confidence.

The prejudice, entertained by the Spanith miniftry againft
the author of the greateft difcovery ever made, operated fo
far, that an arbitrator was fent to the New World, to decide
between Columbus and his foldiers. Bovadilla, the moft
ambitious, felf-interefted, unjuft, and violent, man that had
yet gone over to America, arrived at San Domingo in
1500 ; deprived the admiral of his property, his honours,
and his command, and fent him to Europe in irons. The
fovereigns were warned, by public indignation, that the
world expe@ted the immediate punifhment of fo daring a
crime, and the reparation of {o great an outrage. In order
to cenciliate propriety with their prejudices, Ferdinand and
1fabella recalled, with real or feigned refentment, the agent
who had fo cruelly abufed the power with which they had
intrufted him : but they did not reftore to his poft the de-
plorable viétim of his incomprehenfible villany, Columbus,
rather than languifh in indolence, or live in a ftate of humi-
liation, determined to undertake & fourth voyage as an ad-
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venturer, into regions which might almoft be faid to have
been created by himfelf. After this effort, which neither
the malice of mankind, nor the caprice of the elements,
vendered ufelefs, he ended in 1506, at Valladolid, his bril-
liant career, which the recent death of Ifabella had depriv.
ed him of every hope of its ever being fortunate. Although
he was no more than fifty-nine years of age, yet his bodily
ftrength was much weakened : but the facultics of his.
mind had not loft any of their energy.

Such was the end of this uncommon man, who, to the
aftonifhment of Europe, added a fourth part to the earth,
or rather half a world to this globe, which had been fo long
defolate, and fo little known. 1t might reafonably have
been expected, that public gratitude would have given the
name of this intrepid feaman to the new hemifphere, the
firft difcavery of which was owing to his enterprifing ge-
nius. This was the leaft homage of refpe that cou]% be
paid to his memory ; but either through envy, inattention,
or the caprice of fortune even in the diftribution of fame,
this honour was referved for Americus Vefpucius, a Flo-
rentine, who did nothing more than follow the footfteps of
a man whofe name ought to ftand foremoft in the hit of
great chara@ers. Thus the very era, which added Ame-
rica to the known world, was diftinguiftied by an inftance
of injuftice, that may be confidered as a fatal prelnde te
thofe fcenes of violence of which this unhappy country
was afterwards to be the theatre.

His misfortunes had commenced with the difcovery.
Columbus, notwithftanding his humanity and his talents,.
increafed them himfelf by fixing Americans upon the lands
which he diftributed to his foldiers.. This plan, which he
had purfued merely to remove the embarraffments to which.
he was expofed from an almoft inceffant {pirit of rebellion,
was continued and extended by Bovadilla, in the view of
gaining the affeGtions of the Spaniards. Ovando, who fuc-
ceeded him, broke all thefe conneétions, as-he had been or-
dered to de. Reflt was the firft enjoyment of thefe feeble
beings, who had been condemned by force to labours,,
which were neither confiftent with the nature of their food,
with their conftitution, nor with their cuftoms. They then
wandered about as chance dire&ed their fteps, or fat them~
felves down and did notbing. The confequence of this.ine
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dolence was a famine, which was fatal both to them and
their oppreflors. It might have been poffible to bring about
fome fortunate alteration in circumftances with mildnefs,
prudent regulations, and a great fhare of patience. But thefe
flow and moderate meafures were not fuitable to conquerors,
who were eager to acquire, and earneft to enjoy. They de-
manded, with a degree of warmth infeparable from a con-
cern of importance, that all the Indians fhould be diftri-
buted among them, in order to be employed in working of
the mines, in the cultivation of corn, or in any other kind
of labour of which they might be thought capable. Reli-
gion and political views were the two pretences made ufe of
to palliate this dreadful fyftem. It was urged, that folong
as thefe favages were tolerated in their fuperflitions, they
would never embrace Chriftianity ; and would always be in
a difpofition to revolt, unlefs their difperfion fhould put it
out of their power to make any attempt. The court, after
feveral difcuffions, refolved to adopt an arrangement, fo
contrary to every found principle. The whole ifland was
divided into a greater number of diftri@s; which the Spa-
niards obtained of greater or lefs extent, in proportion to
their rank, intereft, or birth. The Indians attached to
thefe precarious pofleffions, were flaves, whom the law was
always bound to prote@, though it never did it effeCtually
cither at San Domingo, ot in the other parts of this new
world, where this horrid plan has fince been generally efta-
blifhed.

Some commotions were the immediate confequence of
this arrangement : but they were put a ftop to by treachery
or by the effufion of blood. When flavery was completely
eftablifhed, the produce of the mines became more certain.
At firft one half belonged to the crown. This claim was
afterwards reduced to one third, and at length limited toa
fifth part. g

The treafures brought from San Domingo excited the
avarice even of thofe who would not venture to crofs the
feas. The grandees, the favourites, and thofe who had
employments in the fate, obtained fome of this property,
which procured them riches without care, without difburfe-
ments, and without anxiety. They committed the care of
them: to agents who were to make their own fortunes,

while they increafed thofe of their principals. In lefs than
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fix years time, fixty thoufand American families were re-

duced to fourteen thoufand ; and the continent and the ad-

jacent iflands were ranfacked for favages to fupply their
lace. ‘

They were indifcriminately chained together like beafts.
Thofe who {fank under their burdens were compelled to rife
by fevere blows. No intercourfe paffed between the fexes
except by ftealth. The men perithed in the mines ; and
the women in the ficlds, which they cultivated with their
weak hands. Their conftitutions, already exhaufted with
exceflive 1abour, were ftill further impaired by an unwhole-
fome and fcanty diet.. The mothers expired with hunger-
and fatigue, prefling their dead or dying infants to their
breafts, fhrivelled and contraéted for want of a proper fup-
ply of milk. The fathers either poifoned themfelves, or
hanged themfelves on thofe very trees on which they had
juft before feen their wives or their children expire. The
whole race became extin&. Let me be allowed to paufe
here for a moment. My eyes overflow with tears, and I.
can no longer.difcern what I am writing..

Voyages which-  BEFore thefe fcenes of horror had
led the Spa-  completed the ruin of the firlt countries
miards to the difcovered by the Spaniardsin the New
knowledge of ~ World, fome adventurers of that nation
Mexico. had formed fettlements of lefs importance
at Jamaica, at Porto Rico, and at Cuba.
Velalquez, who founded the laft of thefe, was defirous that
his colony fhould fhare with that of San Domingo the ad-
vantage of making difcoveries on the continent; and he
found moft of the perfons, whom an adive and infatiable
avidity had led into his ifland, very well difpofed to fecond
his views. A hundred and ten perfons embarked, on the
cighth of February 1517, on board three {mall veffels at
Saint Jago; failed weftward, and landed fucceflively at
Yucatan, and at Campeachy. They were received as.ene-
mies upon both thefe coafts ; many of them perithed in the
contefts thefy were engaged in, and the reft regained, in the
utmoft confufion, the port from whence they had fet out
a few months before with fuch flattering expeQations.
Their return was marked by the death 2% Cordova,. the
commander of the expedition, who expired of his wounds.
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Till this period, the new hemifphers had prefented no-
thing to the Spaniards but naked and wandering favages,
without any occupation or form of government. This was
the firlt time they had feen a people dwelling in houfes,
clothed, formed into a national body, and fufficiently ad.
vanced in the arts to convert precious metals into vafes.

This difcovery, while it excited apprehenfions of new
dangers, prefented, at the fame time, the alluring profpeé
of a rich booty ; two hundred and forty Spaniards there-
fore went on-board four fhips fitted out by the chief of the
colony at his own expence. They began by verifying the
reports brought by the preceding adventurers ; they then
continued their voyage as far as the river Paduco, and
thought they perceived in all parts {till more evident marks
of civilization. They often landed. Sometimes they were
very warmly attacked, and fomefimes they were recdfed
with a degree of refpe& bordering upon adoration. They
found one or two opportunities of exchanging fome trifles
of the old hemifphere for the gold of the new one. The
molt enterprifing of them were of opinion that a {cttlement
fhould be formed upon thefe beautiful regions ; but their
commander Gryalva, though aftive and intrepid, was not
animated with the foul of a hero, and did not think his
forces fufficient for fo important an undertaking. He re«
turned to Cuba, where he gave an account, more or lefs
exaggerated, of all he had {een, and of all he had been
able to learn, concerning the empire of Mexico.

The conquetft of this immenfe and opulent region wasim.
mediately refolved upon by Velalquez ; but he took fome
time in deliberating upon the choice of the agent he meant
to employ on this occafion. He was apprehenfive of in-
trufting the bufinefs to a man who fhould not have the
qualities neceffary to infure its fuccefs, or to one who fhould
have too much ambition to give the honour of it to him.
His confidants at length determined his choice in favour of
Fernando Cortez, the one of his lieutenants whom his ta-
lents moft ftrongly indicated as the fitteft perfon to execute
the proje&, but at the fame time the moft improper to an-
fwer his perfonal views. The ativity, elevation of mind,
and boldnefs difplayed by the new commander in preparing
for an expedition, the difficulties of which he forefees and
withes to remove, awaken all the anxiety of a governor na-



330 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book »1.

turally too fufpicious. He was obferved to be employed,
firft in private, and afterwards openly, in fuggefting a plan
for thé withdrawing of an important commiffion, which he
reproached himfelf with having inconfiderately given. DBut
this regret was too late. Before the arrangements, con-
trived to keep back the fleet, compofed of eleven fmall vef-
fels, could be fettled, it had fet fail on the tenth February
1519, with nine hundred failors, five hundred and eight
foldiers, fixteen horfe, thirteen mufkets, thirty-two crofs-
bows, a great number of {words and pikes, four falcons,
and ten field-pieces.

Thefe preparatives for invafion, however infufficient they
may feem to be, had not even been furnithed by the crown,
which at that time only lent its name to the new difcoveries
and fertlements. The plans of aggrandizement were form.
ed by private perfo+s, who condu@ed them accarding to
mealures either well or ill concerted, and who carried them
into execution at their own expence. The thirft of gold,
and the {pirit of chivalry which ftill fubfifted, were the two
chief motives that excited the ferment. Thefe two powerful
incentives hurried at once into the new world men of the
higheft and of the loweft clafs in fociety ; robbers intent on
riothing but plunder ; and men of exalted minds, who ima-
gined they were purfuing the road to glory. This is the
reafon why the veftiges of thefe firft conquerors were mark-
ed by fo many crimes, aud by fo many extraordinary ac-
tions ; why their cupidity was fo atrocious, and their bra.
very {o aftonithing.

Cortez feemed to be animated with the two paffions of
viches and of fame. In going to the place of his deftina-
tion, he attacked the Indians of Taba(go, beat their troops
feveral times, compelled them to fue for peace, reccived
homage from them, and obliged them to give him provi-
fions, fome pieces of cotton, and twenty women, who were
glad to follow him. This readinefs of theirs may be ac-
counted for very naturally.

In America the men were in general addifted to that
fhameful kind of debauchery which fhocks nature, and per-
verts animal inftin&. This depravity has been attributed
by fome to natural weaknefs, which, however, fhould rather
feem to be contrary then incentive to it. It may rather be
afcribed to the heat of the glimate ; the contempt the men
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have for the fofter fex ; the little pleafure that can be ex-
perienced in the arms of a woman haraffed with labour;
the inconftancy of tafte; the caprice which excites us in
every particular to enjoyments that are leaft common ; and
infpires us with certain inordinate propenfitics to voluptue
ou&efs, more eafy to be conceived than explained with de-
cency. DBefides, thofe hunting parties, in which the men
were frequently abfent from the women for whole months,
contributed alfo to familiarize men more with each other.
This vice is therefore in thefe countries nothing more than
the confequence of an univerfal and violent paffion, which
even in civilized nations tramples upon honour, virtue, de-
cency, probity, the ties of confanguinity, and patriotic fenti-
ment ; befides, that there are fome a&ions to which civiliz-
ed people have with reafon attached moral ideas, that never
have entered into the minds of favages.

However this may be, the arrival of the Europears
raifed new ideas in the American women. They thréw
themfelves without' rcloétance into the arms of thefe libidin-
ous ftrangers, who had inured themfelves to cruelty, and
whofe avaricious hands were imbrued in blood. While the
unfortunate remains of thefe favage nations were endeavour-
ing to feparate themfelves from the fword that purfued
them by immenfe tra@ls of deferts, their women, who had
been hitherto too much negleéted, beldly trampling on the
carcafes of their children and of their murdered hufbands,
went to feek their defiroyers even in their camp, in order to
entice them to fhare the ardent tranfports with which they
were devoured, This furious attachment of the American
women for the Spaniards, may be reckoned among the
caufes that contributed to the conquelt of the New World.
Thefe women ufually ferved them as guides, frequently
procured them fubfiftence, and fometimes betrayed con-
{piracies to them,

The moft celebrated of thefe women was named Marina.
Though fhe was the daughter of a tolerably powerful
cacique, fhe had been reduced, by fome fingular events, to
a ftate of flavery among the Mexicans from her carlieft in-
fancy, She had been brought, by frefh incidents, to Ta.
bafco before the arrival of the Spaniards. Struck with
her figure and her charms, they foon diftinguithed her from
the reft.  Their general furrendered his heart to her, and
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‘at the fame time excited a warm paflion in her breaft. In
the midft of amorous embraces the readily learnt the Spanith
language. Cortez, on his part, foon difcovered the in-
telligent mind and refolute charafter of his miftrefs; and
not only made her his iuterpreter, but alfo his advifer. All
hiftorians agree that fhe aéted a confiderable part in every
enterprife againft Mexico. o

The Spaniards ~ MonTezuma was fovereign of the em-
land at Mewico. pire when the Spaniards landed there.

The monarch was foon informed of the
arrival of thefe ftrangers. Throughout this valt extent of
kingdom couriers were placed at different diftances, who
fpeedily acquainted the court with every thing that happen-
ed in the moft diftant provinces, Their difpatches were
compofed of pieces of cutton, upon which were delineated
the feveral circumftances of the affairs that required the at-
tention of government. The figures were intermixed with
hieroglyphic chara&ers, which ftl’lpplicd what the art of the
painter had not been able to exprefs,

It was to be expefted, that a prince who had been raifed
to the throne by his valour, who had cxtended his empire-
by conqueff, who was in pofleflion of numerous and
difciplined armies, would either fend to attack, or would
have marched himfelf to difperfe, a handful of adventurers,
who dared to infelt and plunder his dominions. But this
ftep was negle€ted 5 and the Spaniards, who had always an
irrefiftable turn to the marvellous, endeavoured to explain,
by having recourfe to a miracle, a conduét fo evidently op-
pofite to the chara@er of the monarch, and incompatible
with his fituation. The writers of this fuperftitious nation
have not fcrupled to declare to the whole univerfe, that a
little before the difcovery of the New World, it had been
foretold to the Mexicans, that an invincible people from
the Eaft would {foon come among them, who would, in a
memorable and terrible manner, avenge the gods irritated
by their moft horrid crimes, and particularly that vice
which is moft repugnant to nature. This fataY predition
alone, they fay, had falcinated the underftanding of Mona=
tezuma. . By this impofture, they imagined that they fhould
gain the double advantage of juftifying their ufurpations,
and making heaven anfwerable for a pait of their crueltics,
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This abfurd fable has for a long time obtained credit among
fome. perfons in both hemifpheres, and the infatuation is not
fo furprifing as might at firft be imagined. The reafons of
it will be made evident by a few refletions,

Ancient revolutions, the period of which is uncertain,
have fubverted the earth ; and the {cience of aftronomy de-
monftrates the poflibility of thefe cataftrophes, of which
the natural and moral hiftory of the world erniﬂles us with
a multitude of inconteftible proofs. A great number of
comets are moving, in all dire&ions, round the fun, The
motions of their orbits, far from being invariable, .are
evidently changed by the aétion of the planets. Several of
thefe bodies have paffcd near the earth, and may poffibly
have ftruck againft it. This event is not likely to happen
in the courfe of one year, or even of one century : but the
probability of it increafes fo much from the number of the
earth’s revolutions, that it may almoft be afferted, that this
planet has not always efcaped the fhock of the different
comets that have traverfed its orbit.

Such a circumftance muft have occafioned inexpreffible
ravages upon the furface of the globe. The rotatory axis be~
ing altered, the feas would abandon their former pofition to
precipitate themfelves towards the new equator ; the great-
eft part of the animals would either be drowned by the de-
luge, or deftroyed by the violent fhack given to the earth
by the comet; and whole fpecies muft have been anni.
hilated ; fuch are the difafters which a comet muft have
produced.

Independent of this general caufe of devaftation, earth-
quakes, volcanoes, and a variety of other unknown caufes,
which a& on the internal parts of the globe, as well as on
its furface, mult have changed the refpetive pofition of its
parts, and confequently the fituation of the poles upon
which it rotates. The waters of the fea, difplaced by thefe
changes, muft have quitted one trat of land to occupy
another, and muft have caufled thofe inundations and
fucceflive deluges which have in all parts left vifible marks
of ruin and devaflation, or lafting memorials of their fatal
effeéts in the anuals or traditions of 'mankind.

This perpetual ftruggle of one element with another; of
the earth ingulfing the waters in her internal cavities ; and
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of the fea encroaching upon, and fwallowing up, large
tra@s of land ; this eternal conteft fubfilting between two
elements apparently incompatible, but in reality infepar-
able from each other, expofes the inhabitants of the globe
to evident dangers, and fills them with apprehenfions con-
cerning their fate. The lively recolleétion of paft, na-
turally infpires a dread of future changes. Hence the
univerfal traditions concerning deluges in the earlier ages,
and the expeftation of the future conflagration of the
world. The violent agitations which have been felt in
every part of the globe, earthquakes occafioned by inunda-
tions, or volcanoes produced by thofe convulfions, excite
and keep up terror in the minds of men. 'Fhis terror has
been diﬂl:xfcd, and received the fan&ion of every fyftem of
fuperftition ; and it is obferved to operate moft ftrongly in
countries, fuch as America, where the veftiges of thefe
revolutions of the globe are moft remarkable and moft
recent.

Man, once poffefled with fear, confiders a fingle calamity
as the parent of a thoufand others. Earth and heaven feem
equally to confpire his ruin: he imagines that he views
death both above and beneath him : he looks upon events,
which accidentally happen at the fame jun&ure, as con-
ne&ted in the nature and order of things; and, as every
tranfaltion on this globe muft neceflarily appear under the
afpeét of fome conftellation, the ftars are accufed of having
a fhare in every calamity, the caufe of which is unknown 3
and the human mind, which has ever been bewildercd in its
inquiries concerning the origin of evil, has been led to fup-
pole, that certain fimilar fituations of the planets, however
common, have an immediate and neceffary influence on
all revolutions happening at the time, or foon after fuc-
ceeding.

Political events, in particular, on account of their great-
er importance to mankind, have ever been confidered as
more immediately depending on the motion of the ftars.
Hence have arifen falfe predictions, and the terrors they
have infpired ; terrors ,which have always difturbed the
earth, and of which ignorance is the caufe, at the fame
time that it regulates the degree of them.

Though Montezuma, as well as many other perfons,
might poflibly have been affe¢ted with this difeafe of the
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human mind, there is no circumftance that can induce us te
impute this prevailing weaknefs to him. His palitical con-
du&, however, was not the wifer on this account. Since
this prince had been upon the throne, he had no longer
difplayed any of thofe talents that had placed him upon it.
Sunk in a ftate of effeminacy and indolence, he defpifed his
fubjeéts, and opprefled his tributaries. His mind was fo
debafed and corrupted, that even the arrival of the Spaniards
could not roufe him into aftion. He wafted in negocia=
tions the time he fhould have employed in combat, and
withed to fend away, laden with prefents, enemies he ought
tohave deftroyed. Cortez, to whom this fupinenefs was very
convenient, omitted nothing that might contribute to en-
courage it, and always treated with him on the moft friend.
ly terms. He declared, that he was fent merely with or-
ders to hold a conference with the powerful emperor of
Mexico, on the part of the greateft monarch of the Eaft.
‘Whenever he was prefled to re~embark, he always reprefent-
ed, that no ambaflador had ever been difmiffed without being
admitted to an audience. At length the deputies, finding him
inflexible, were obliged, according to their inftruions, to
have recourfe to menaces, and fpoke in high terms of the
opulence and ftrength of their country. Cortez then,
turning to his foldiers, told them: ¢ This is exa&tly what
we wiﬁned to meet with, great dangers and great wealth.”
He had then completed all his preparatives, and gained
every information that was neceffary. Refolved therefore
to conquer or to perith, he fet fire to all his fhips, and
direted his march towards the capital of the empire.

In his way he met with the republic of Tlafcala, which
had ever been at enmity with the Mexicans, who wanted
to make it fubjeét to their empire. Cortez, not doubting
but that they would favour his proje&s, demanded per-
miffion to pafs through their country, and propofed an
alliance. A prople, who had prohibited themfelves from
holding almofl any kind of intercourfe with their neigh-
bours, and whom this unfociable principle had accuftomed
to a general miftruft, could not be favourably inclined to
ftrangers, whofe manner was imperious, and who had fig.
nalized their arrival by infults offered to the gods of the
country. Accordingly they rejeéted, without hefitation,
the two propofals that were made to them. The furprifing
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accounts given of the Spaniards aftonifhed the inhabitanta
of Tlafcal, but did not ditmay them. They fought four
or five battles ; in one of which the Spanifh troops were
broken. Cortez was obligcd to intrench himfelf ; and the
Indians, who wanted nothing but arms to make them vito.
rious, rufhed to death upon iis breaft-works.

Another circumftance, which contiibuted not a little to
the defeat of the Tlafcalans, was a certain point of honour,
di@ated by the feelings of common humanity, adopted by
the Greeks at the fiege of Troy, and by feme people among
the Gauls, and eftablithed among feveral nations. This
was the dread and difgrace, of {guffcring the dead or the
wounded to be carried off by the enemy. An attention to
this point occafioned a continual confufion in their ranks,
and abated the vigour of their attacks.

A political conftitution, which could not be expeéted to
have been found in the New World, had been eftablithed in
this region. The country was divided into feveral dif-
tri€ts, over which princes prefided with the title of caciques.
They led their fubje@s to war, levied takes, and adminifter-
ed juftice: but it was ncceflary that their laws and ediéts
fhould have the fanflion of the fenate of Tlafcala, in which
the fupreme authotity refided. T'his body was compofed
of citizens, chofen out of each diftri&t by an aflembly of
the people. .

The marals of the Tlafcalans were extremely rigid.
TFalfehood, filial ingratitude, and fodomy, were punithed
with death. Theft, adultery, and drunkennefs, were ab-
horred ; and the perfons guilty of thefe crimes were banith-
ed. Polygamy was tolerated by law. Their climate led
to it, and the government encouraged it.

Military merit here, as in all uncivilized ftates, or fuch
as afpire to conqueft, was in the higheft eftimation. In
their warlike expeditions they carried in their quivers two
arrows, on which were engraved the figures of two of their
ancient heroes. They began the engagement by difcharg-
ing one of thofe arrows, which it was a point of hongur to
recover. In their towns they wore a drefs, which they
laid afide when they went to battle. They were celebrated
for fimplicity and fincerity in their public treaties, and for
the veneration they paid to old men.

Their country, though uncven, of no great extent, and
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only moderately fertile, was {Lill very populous, tolerably
well cultivated, and the inhabitants were happy.

Such were the people whom the Spaniards difdained to
acknowledge to be of the fame fpecies with themfelves.
One of the qualities of the Tlafcalans, which excited their
contempt the moft, was the love of liberty. They fancied
that thefe people had no form of government, becaufe it
was not vefted in a fingle perfon ; no police, becaufe it dif-
fered from that of Madrid ; no virtues, becaufe they were
not of the fame religious perfuafion ; and no underftanding,
becaufe they did not adopt the fame opinions.

Perhaps, no people have ever been fo firmly attached to
their national prejudices, as the Spaniards were at that
time, and as they ftill coutinue to be. By thele prejudices
all their fentiments were diGtated, their judgmentsinfluenced,
and their chara@ters formed. The ftrong and ardent ge-
nius they derived from nature ferved only to affift them in
inventing fophifms to confirm them in their errors. Never
was the perverfion of human reafon maintained in a more
dogmatical, determined, obftinate, and fubtile, manner : noe
was their attachment to their cuftoms lefs ftrong than to
their prejudices. They thought no peoplein the world were
intelligent, enlightened, and virtuous, except themfelves.
This national pride, carried to an excefs of infatuation be.
youd example, would have inclined them to confider Athens
i the fame contemptuous light as they Tlafcala. They
would have treated the Chinefe as ?utcs, and have every-
where left marks of outrage, oppreffion, and deveftation.

This haughty and imperious turn of mind did not, hows
ever, prevent the Spaniards from making an alliance
with the Tlafcalans, who furnifhed them with fix thoufand
troops to conduct their march, and affit them in their en-
terprife.

Wirtw this reinforcement, Covtez ad-  The Spaniards,
vanced towards Mexico, through a fertile afier having in-
country, well watered, and covered with froduced them-
woods, cultivated fields, villages, and gar- felves intothe ca-
dens.  The foil produced a variety of pital of the em-
plauts unknown in Europe.  Birds of the pire, are obliged
Lrightelt plumage, acd animals of a new to evacuate it.
ipecies, lappearcd in great abundance.

. 11, P
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Nature differed from herfelf only in affuming a more agree-
able and richer drefs. The temperature of the air, aud the
continual, though tolerable heat, preferved the earth in a
conitant verdure and fertility.  On the fame {pot were feen
trees covered with blofloms, and others with delicious fruits ;
and the corn that was fown in one field was reaped in
another.

The Spaniurds fecmed to be infenfible to the beautics of
fo new a fcene.  They faw that gold was the common or-
nament of the houles and temples 3 that the arme, furni-
ture, and perfons, of the Mexicans were adorn:d wirh the
{fame metal. This alore attra@led their notice, like Mam-
mon, whom Milton defcribes as- forgetting the divinity in
heaven itfddf, and having his cyes alwa)a fixcd vpon its
golden pmchm.

Mouiczuma’s wavering dilpofition, and, perhaps, the
fear of fi.ining lus former glory prevented him from march-
Ing acaiund the Spariards at their arrival, and from joiuing
the Tlafcalans, who had behaved with greater courige
than be had done ; and, latily, from attae l\m_r( conguerors
who were fatioued wirh their own vi€tories.  He had con-
tented himfeif with endeavouring to divert Cortez from
his dofign of vifiting his capital, and relolved at laft to
mtroduce him into it himfelf. Thirty kings cr princes
were fubjedt to his domlmon, many of whom were abie to
biing 1 numerous army into the fidd.  He poflefied con-
fiderable riches, and s power was abfolute. Tt appears
that lus illb_'(.\;b were intelligent and iudulirious. They
were al% a warlike people, and had high notions of
Lanour.

Had the emperor of Mexico known how to avail himfelf
of thefe advantages, the ifceptre counld never have been
wretted out of hands.  Dut this priuce, forgetting what he
owed to himfedf and to his itadon, did uot thew the leaft
fign of courage or ability., When he might have crufhed
the Spaniards with his whole foice; notwithftanding their
{uperiority in difcipline and arm+. he rather chofe to have
recon.fe to perfidy.

While he loaded them with prefents, carefles, and every
token ot refpe@ at Mexico, he gave orders to attack Vera
Cruz, » colony the Spaniards had ciablifhed upon the fpot
wl.crr tl.. landed, with a view of fecuring their retreat,
and of being furnifhed with fupplies. Cortez acquainted
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his co.npanions with the news, and faid to them, ¢ Itis
¢ abfolutely neceflary to furprife thefe barbarians with fome
¢ extraordimary «xploit ; T am reflulved to fcize the enper-
¢ or, and make myfeif mailer of his perfon.”  This delign
being approved, he infta.tly marched with his officers to
Montezuma’s palace, and told lin he muft dither fol'ow
him, or die. The prince, whole pufillanimity ould only
be equalled by the rafhnels of his cnumics, refigned himfelf
into their hards. He was obliged to confent to the punifh-
ment of the geucrals, who had adled only fn obedicree to
his orders ; and completed his difgrace, by fubmitting to
do hamage to the king of Spain.

In the midit of thefe {uccefles, intelligence was received,
that Narvaez had juit airived from Cuba with cight hun-
dred infuntry, fourlcore cavalry, and twelve picces of can-
non, in order to take the command of the army, and to
punifh the refrattory. Thue forces had been fent by
Velafquez, who was diffatisfied that a fow adventurers, fent
out under his aufpices, fhould have negleéted all intercourfe
with him, declared themfelves independent of his andhority,
and fent deputies into Europe, to obtain the confirmation
of thofe powers they had arrogated to themlilves. Al-
though Cortez had no more than two hundred and Gfty
men, he marched up to his rival, engaged, and took lLim
prifoner,  He obliged the vaiquifhed to iay down their
arms, but afterwards reftored them, and prepoled that they
fhould follow him.~ He gained their affettions by Lis con-
fidence and magnanimity ; and thefe toldiers enlifted under
his flandard. He iultantly marched back with them to
Mexico, where he had not been able to leave more than
fifty Spaniards, who with the Tlafcalans clofely guarded
the emperor.

Cummotions were excited among the nobility of Mexico,
whofe indignation was raifed at the captivity of their
prince; and the indifcreet zeal of the Spaniards having
prompted them to ditturb a public feflival, celebrated in
honour of the deities of the country, by deftroying their
altars, and making a maffacre of the wirfhippcrs and priefts,
the people had been provoked to take up arms- .

The Mexicans had a number of barbarous fupertitions ;
and their priefts were monfters, who madc the moft fcandal-
ous abufe of that abominable worfhip, which the had im.

P2 :
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pofed upon the credulity of the people. They acknow-
ledged, like all other civilized nations, a Supreme Being,
and a future ftate of rewards and punithments: but thefe
fublime dorines were difgraced by a mixture of abfurdi-
ties, which deftroyed their credibility.

The religious {fyftem of the Mexicans taught them to
expeét the final cataftrophe of the world at the conclufion
of every century ; and that year was ditinguifhed through-
out the whole empire by every mark of grief and confter-
nation.

The Mexicang invoked inferior powers in the fame man-
ner as other nations have invoked genii, camis, manitous,
angels, and fetiches. The loweft of this clafs of deities
had all their temples, images, funétions, and ditin& autho-
rity affigned them, with the power of working miracles.

The %’Iexicans had alfo their holy water to fprinkle the
people ; and the emperor drank of it. Pilgrimages, pro.
ceflions, and donations to the priefts, were cfteemed a&s of
piety : and they were no ftrangers to expiations, penances,
mortifications, and abftinence. They had fome fuperfti-
tious obfervances peculiar to themfelves. A flave was an~
nually chofin, and fhut up in the temple ; to him they paid
adoration, affered incenfe, invoked him as a dicty, and
concluded the fcene by putting him to death with great
{olemnity.

Another piece of fuperftition, of which no traces are to
be found in any other country, was this: on certain days
the prielt made a ftatue of pafte, which they fent to the
oven to be baked ; they then placed it upon an altar, where
it became a divinity. Upon this day innumerable crowds
of people flocked to the temple. The priefts cut the fla-
tuc in pieces, and diftributed of it to all the perfons in the
affembly, who ate it, and thought they were fanétified by
fwallowing their god.

It was certainly more cligible to eat gods than men : and
yet the Mexicans facrificed their prifoners of war in the
temple of the god of battles. The priefls, it is faid, after-
wards ate them, and fent portions to the emperor, and the
principal lords of the realm. When peace had lafted fome
time, the priefts took care to have it infinuated to the em-
peror, that the gods were hungry ; and war was commenced
with no other view than to make prifoners.

Such a fyftem of religion was, in every view, odious and
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terrible 3 and all its ceremonics were of a difmal and fun-
guinary caft. It kept mankind perpetually in awe, was
calculated to make a people cruel, and to give the priefls
an unlimited authority.

Thele barbarous abfurdities, though they might juftly
cxcite the deteftation of the Spaniards, could not juftify
their attempts to fupprefs them by the greateft cruelties.
Tliey could not jultity them in attacking and murdering 'a
people affembled in the principal temple of the capital;
or m affaflinating the nobles in oider to feize upon their
pofleflions.

On his return to Mexico, Cortez found the Spaniards
Dcfieged on the fpot where he had left them. It was a
{pace of fufficient extent to contain the Spaniards and their
allies, and furrounded with a thick wall, upon which
were placed towers at different diftances. The artillery
had been difpofed in the beft manner poffible ; and the fer-
vice had been always executed with as much regularity and
vigilance as in a befieged place, or in the moft expofed
camp. The general was not able to make his way into
this kind of fortrefs, till after he had encountered many
difficulties ; and when he had at length got into it, the
dangers ftill continued. Such was the obitinate fury of the
natives of the country, that they expofed themf{elves to the
rifk of penetrating through the embrafures of the cannon,
into the afylum which they wifhed to force.

In order to relieve themfelves from fo defparate a fitua-
tion, the Spaniards had recourfe to fallies: which were
fuccefsful, without being decifive. The Mexicans gave
proofs of extraordinary courage. They cheerfully devoted
themfelves to certain death. Naked and ill-armed, they
were feen to throw themfelves into the ranks of the Spant-
ards, with a view of making their arins ufelefs, or wrefting
them out of their hands, They were all ready to perifh,
in order to refcue their country from the yoke of thefe
foreign ufurpers.

The moft bloody engagement was fought upon an emin-
ence which the Americans had feized, and from whence
they overwhelmed all that prefented themfelves with fhowers
of arrows, more or lefs deftru&ive, The party charged
with diflodging them, was three times repulfed. Cortez
was irritated by this refitance, and though much wounded,

> 3
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refolved to take the attack upon himfelf. Scarce had he
got pofleflion of this important poft, than two young Mexi-_
cans threw down their arms, and came over to himn as de-
ferters,  Placing ohe knee on the ground in a fuppliant
potture, they fprang upon him with extreme quicknefs, and
feized him in hopes of making him perith by dragging him
away along with them. Cortez, either by his flrength
or dexterity, difengaged himfelf from them; and the
two Mexicans died the vi€ims of this noble but fruitlefs
enterprife.

This, and many other exploits, which fhewed equal
courage, made the Spaniards defirous of coming to terms
of accommodation. At length Montezuma, {till a prifon-
er, confented to become the inftrument of his people’s
flavery ; and, in all the pomp of the throne, he made his
appearance upon the wall, to perfuade his fubjefts to dif-
eontinue hoftilities. Their refentment convinced him that
his reign was at an end, and he was mortally wounded by
the fhower of arrows they difcharged at him.

This tragical event was followed by a new arrangement
of things.  The Mesicans at length perceived, that their
plan of defence and their plan cf attack were equally de-
fective 5 and refolved to do nothing more than iatercept the
provifions, and reduce by famine an enemy, whom the fupc-
riority of their difcipline and of their arms rendered in-
vincible.  Cortez no fooner perceived this change of mea-
fures, than he thought of fccuring a retreat among the
Tlafcalans.

The execution of this projet required great difpatch,
impenetrable fecrecy, and well-concerted meafures.  The
march was begun in the middle of the night : the army was
filently filing off along a bank, when the reur guard was
attacked by a numerous body, and the flanks by canoes dif-
tributed on each fide of the caufeway. If the Mexicans,
who had a greater number of troops than they could bring
into action, had taken the precaution to place fume at the
extremity of the bridges whidh they hal prudently brokcn,
all the Spaniards, and their allies, would have perifhed in
this bloody engagement.  TFortunately for themn, the ene.
my knew uot how to avail himfelf of all his advantages;
and they at lengih reached the borders of the lake, after
having undergone a varicty of incredible dangers and  fa-
tigues.  ‘The confullon they were in il expofed them te
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a total defeat, when they were relieved from this danger by
a frefh crror of the enemy.

No fooner had the morning dawn difcovered to the Mexi-
cans the ficld of battle, of which they were mafters, than
they perceived among the flain, a fon and two daughters of
Montezuma, whom the Spaniards were carrying off with
fome other prifoners.  This fight chilled them with horror.
The idea of having maflacred the children, after having fa-
criticed the father, was too violent for men, enfeebled and
enervated by a habit of blind obedience, o be able to bear.
They were afraid of adding impiety to regicide ; and em-
ployed in idle funeral rites the time they owed to the pre-
fervation of their country.

During this interval, the beaten army, which had loft its
artillery, ammunition, and baggage, with five or fix hundred
Spaniards, and two thoufand Tlafcalans, and which had
fcarce a foldier remaining that was not wounded, was re-
fuming its march. The enemy foon purfued, haraffed, and
at length furrounded it in the valley of Otumba. The can-
nonade, and the firing of the fmall arms, the pikes and
fwords, did not prevent the Indians, all naked as they were,
from advancing and charging their enemics with great fury.
Courage was jult upon the point of yiclding to numbers,
when Cortez himfelf determined the fortune of the day.
He had been informed, that in this part of the new world
the fate of the battle depended upon the royal ftandard.
Thefe colours, the form of which was remarkable, and
which were never brought into the field but on the moft
important occafions, were at no great diftance from him.
He immediately rufhed forward, with the braveilt of his
companions, to take them from the enemy. One of them
feized and carried them into the Spanith ranks. The Mexi-
cans immediately lod all courage; aud throwing down
their arms, betook themfelves to flight.  Cortez purfued
his march, and arrived iu the country of Tlafcala without
oppofitiou. ,

Correz did not relinquith cither the The Spaniards
defign or the hopes of {ubduing the em-  employ other
pire of Mexico; but he adopted a new  means for fub-
plan, and propoled to make oue part of duing Mexico
the inhabitants affilt him in the reduction  qith Succefiea .
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of the other. The form of the Mexican government, the
difpofition of the people, and the fituation of the city, fa-
voured his project and facilitated the execution of it.

The empire was eleétive, and certain princes or caciques
were the ele@ors. They ufually chofe one of their own bo-
dy. He was obliged to take an oath, that, fo long as he
filled the throne, the rains fhould fall in due {eafon, the ri-
vers caufe no inundations, the fields be exempt from fterili-
ty, and that mankind fhould not he deftroyed by the malig-
nant effeéts of a contagious air. This euftom may have
had fome reference to atheocratical government, the traces
of which are ftill to be found almoft among all nations in the
world. It might likewife probably be the intention of this
whimfical oath, to intimate to the new fovereign, that, as
the misfortunes of a ftate almoft always arife from wrong
meafures of adminiftration, his government ought to be
condufted with fuch moderation and wifdom, that public
calamities might never be confidered as the confequences of
his imprudence, or as the juft punifhment of his licentiouf-
nefs.  According to the admirable tenor of their laws,
merit was the on%y title to the crown : but fuperftition had
given the prielts a confiderable influence in their eletions.
On his acceflion to the throne, the emperor was obliged to
make war, and to offer the prifoners to the gods. This
prince, though elective, had an abfolute authority, as there
were no writteén Jaws ; and he was at liberty to make what
alterations he chofe in the old cuftoms. Ahnoft all the
forms of juftice, and ceremonies of the court, had the fanc-
tion of religion. The fame crimes that are punifhed in ali
other places were punifhable by the laws ; but the criminals
were often faved by the interpofition of the priefts. There
were two laws which had a tendency to deftroy the innocent,
and to make the Mexicans bend under the cz)ublc yoke of
tyranny and {uperftition. By thefe laws, perfons offending
againft the fan&ity of religion, or the majefty of the prince,
were condemned to death. It is eafy to difcern how much
laws of fo little precifion might afford opportunities of gra-
tifying privatc revenge, or okg promoting the interefted views
of priefts and courtiers. .

The Rteps by which private men obtained the rank of fio-
bility, and the nobility rofe to pofts of honour, were bra-
very, piety, and perfeverance. In the temples a more pain-
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ful noviciate was prefcribed than in the army 5 and the no-
bles, who had undergone fuch hardfhips to obtain their dif-
tintions, fubmitted to the meancft employments in the pa-
lace of the emperors. ’

Among the great numbers of vaffals in Mexico, Cortez
concluded there might be fume who would be ready to
fhake off the yoke and join the Spaniards. He had re-
marked that the Mexicans were holden in great deteftation
by the petty ftates that were fubject to the empire, and that
the emperors exercifed their authority with extreme feve--
vity.  He had likewife obferved, that the provinces in ge-
neral difliked the religion of the metropolis, and that even.
i Mexico the nobility and perfons of fortune, whofe in-
tercourfe with fociety had abated the force of their preju--
dices, and foftened their popular manners, had loft their
attachment to this inode of religion ; and that many of the
nobility were difgufted at the low {fervices exacted of them
by their mafters.

After Cortez had been filently deliberating uvpon his
great projects, and bringing them to maturity, during fix
months, he marched out of his retreat, attended by five
hundred and ninety Spaniards, ten thoufand Tlafcalans, and
fome other Iadians, bringing along with them forty horfes,
and eight or nine ficld-picces.  His march towards the cen-
tre of the Mexican dominions was ealy and rapid. The
petty nations, which might have retarded or embarraffed it,.
were all eafily fubdued, or voluntarily furrendered them-
felves to him. Many of the diitri&ts in the neighbourhood
of the capital of the empire were alfo forced to yield to
him, or fubmitted of themfelves.

Suceelles calculated to aftonith even the moft prefump-
tuous, ought naturally to have attached every individual to
the intrepid and prefcient commander, whofe work they
were 5 but this was not the cafe. -Among his Spanifh
troops, there were rather a confiderable number, who had
kept up too lively a recollection of the dangers which they
had efcaped with fo much difficulty ; and who were become-
traitors, from the dread of thofe they had &ill to encoun--
ter. They agreed among themfelves to affaflinate their gea-
neral, and to give the command to a perfon who would.
abandon projects which appeared to them extravagant; and.
would take prudent meafures for their prefervation.. The-
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treafon was juft upon the point of being carried into execu-
tion, when remorfe induced one of the confpirators to
throw himfelf at the feet of Cortez. Immediatcly this bold
man, the refources of whofe genius were more and more
unfolded by unexpeéted events, caufed Villafagna, the
principal agent in this dark plot, to be arrefted, tried, and
fentenced, but not till he had extorted from him an accur.
ate lift of his accomplices. The bufinefs was to diffipate
the anxiety which fuch a difcovery might occafion. This
was cffected, by giving out that the villain had torn a pa-
per, which contaned, no doubt, cither the plan of the
confpiracy, or the names of the confpirators; and that he
had carried his fecret with him to the grave, notwithftand.-
ing the feverity of the torments employed to extort it from
him.

In the meanwhile, the general, in order not to give his
troops time to refleét too much upon what had happened,
haftened to the attack of Mexico, the grand objeét of his
ambition, and the ultimate end of the hopes of the army :
the project was attended with great difliculty. )

Mountains, which for the moft part were a thoufand feet

- high, farrounded a plain of about forty leagues. The
greater part of this immenfe (pace was occupied by lakes
which communicated with-each other. At the northera
extremity of the greateft of thefe, in the midlt of a few
{mall iflands, had been built the moft confiderable city that
exifted in the New World, before the Europeans had difco-
vered it Three caufeways, of different lengths, but all
of them broad, and conftruéted with folidity, led up to it.
The inhabitants of the fhores, too diftant from thefe great
roads, came up to them in their caroes. )

Cortez made himfelf mafter of the navigation, by means
ef fome fmall veflels, the materials of which had been pre-
pared at Tlafcala; and he ordered the dykes to be attacked
by Sandoval, by Alvarado, and by Olid, to each of whom
he diftributed an equal number of guns, of Spanifh tooops,
and of Indian auxiliaries,

Evary thiug had been difpofed for a long time to make
an obftinate refiftance. The means of defence had been
prepared by Quetlavaca, who had fucceeded his brother
Montezuma ; but who had perifhed of the {mall-pox,
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brought into thefe regions by a lave belonging to Narvaez;
and when the fiege began, the reins of the empire were
guided by Guatimozin, ’
The actions of this young prince were all heroic, and all
prudent. ‘The fire of his look, the elevation of his difcourle,
-and the brilliancy of his courage, made every impreflion he
withed upon his people.  He difputed the ground foot by
fuot, and never abandoned a fiugle inch of it, till it was
firewed with the carcafcs of his foldiers, and ftained with
the blood of his enemies. Fifty thoufand men, who had
haftened from all parts of the empire to defend their maf-
ter and their gods, had perithed by the fword or by fire 3
famine occafioned daily inexpreflible ravages ; to thefe nu-
merous calamities contagious difcafes had been addd, and
yet, all thefe circumftauces had not been capable of thaking
the firmnefs of his foul, even for one fingle inflant.  "L'he
betiegers, after a number of deftructive battles and heavy
loffes, had at length reached the centre of the place, which,
however, he did not yet think of giving up. He was at lalt
prevailed upon to quit thefe ruins, which could no longer be
defended, in order to repair to the provinces, and to carry
on the war there. In the view of tacilitating this retreat,
fome overtures of peace were made to Certez 5 but this no-
ble artifice had not the fuccefs that it deferved 5 and the ca-
uoe, in which this generous and unfortunate monarch had
embarked was taken by a brigantine.  An officer of the
Spanifh revenue, fufpeéting that he had treafures concealed,
ordered him to be extended upon red-hot coals to extort a
confeflion.  His favourite, who underwent the fame tors
ture, complaining to him of his [lufferings, the emperor
faid, ¢ am I upon a bed of rofes 27 An expreflion equal
to any of thofe which hiftory has recorded as worthy the
admiration of mankind ; an expreflion which the Mcxicans
would repeat to their children, if ever the peice {hould ar-
rive, in which the Spaniards hall expiate the crudltics the
have excrcifed, und that race of deftroyers fhall be plunged
into the fea, or drowned in their own blood. Thefe people
might, perhaps, have preferved the a€tions of their martyrs,
and the hiftory of their perfecutions.  In thefe it will be
recorded, that Guatimozin was dragged half dead from the
flames, and that thice years aftes he was publicly hanged,
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under pretence of his having confpired againit his tyrants
and executioners. ‘

Idea we are 1o ArtEr ten weeks of a brifk and regu-
form of Mexico lar attack, with the affiltance of fixty or
before it fubmit- a hundred thoufand Indian allies, and by -
ted to Spain. the fuperiority of their difcipline, their
arms, and their fhipping, the Spaniards

at length made themfelves mafters of Mexico ; and if we
may credit the accounts they give, it was a magnificent
city. There were thirty thoufand houfes, an immenfe
number of inhabitants, and fome fuperb edifices within its
walls. The fovereign’s palace, built of marble and jafper,
was of prodigious extent. It was ornamented with baths,
ftatues, and fountains; and was full of piures, which,
though made only of feathers, were finely coloured, bril-
liant, and natural. Moft of the great, as well as the em-
peror, had menageries filled with all the animals of the new
continent. Their gardens were fpread with plants of every
fpecies. Every produion of the foil and climate that was
fcarce and brilliant, was an objet of luxury to an opulent
nation, where nature was beautiful and the arts imperfeét.
The temples were numerous, and in general magnificent ;
but they were ftained with blood, and lined with the heads
of the unhappy vi€tims that had been facrificed in them.

One of the greateft beauties of this dazzling city, was a
fquare, which was ufually filled with a hundred thoufand
perfons, overlpread with tents and fhops, where the mer-
chants difplayed all the riches of the country, and all the
works of induftry wrought by the Mexicans. Birds of all
colours, brilliant fhells, a profufion of flowers, and various
pieces of workmanthip in gold and enamel, gave thefe
markets a more beautiful and fplendid appearance to the
eye than jt is poffible to meet with in the richeft fairs of
Lurope.

One hundred thoufand canoes were conftantly paffing
and repaffing between the city and the borders of the lakes;
which were ornamented with fifty cities, and with a multi-
tude of towns and villages.

The reft of the empire, as far as the refpe@ive fituations
would allow, prefented the fame fpe&acle : but with the
difference that is always obferved between the capital and
the provinces, This nation, the antiquity of which was
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not very remote, which had no communication with en-
lightened people, which knew not the ufe of iron, and had
not the advantage of writing, which was ignorant of thofe
arts by which we have the advantage of being acquainted
with others, and of pradtifing them, and which was fitu-
ated in a climate where the faculties of man are not called
forth by want ; this nation, we are told, had rifea to this
degree of eminence by its genius alone.

"This is a pompous defcrifion, given in an inftant of va-
nity by a conqueror naturally addi€ted to exaggeration, or
deceived by the great fuperiority which a well-regulated
ftate had over the favage regions that had yet been laid
wafte in the new Memifphere ; and the falfity of it may
calily be made evident to every man’s capacity. It is, not,
however, merely by contrafting the prefent ftate of Mex-
ico with that in which its conquerors pretend to have found
it, that this can be effeted. The deplorable effe@s of a
deftru@ive tyranny, and of a long feries of oppreflion, are
fufficiently known. But let us call to mind the ravages
which the barbarians, iffuing from the north, formerly
committed among the Gauls and in Italy. When this tor-
rent had paffed away, did there not remain upon the earth
great monuments which attefted, and do fill atteft, the
power of the people that had been fubdued ? And does the
region we are now confidering, prefent us with fuch mag-
niticent ruins? We muift therefore take it for granted, that
the public-and private edifices, fo pompoufly defcribed,
were nothing more than irregular maffes of ftone heaped
upon one another ; that the celebrated Mexico was nothin
more than a little town, compofed of a multitude of ruftic
huts, irregularly difperfed over a large fpace of ground ;
and that the other places, the grandeur and beauty of which
it has been cuftomary to extol, were ftill inferior to this firfk
of the cities,

The labours of men have always been proportioned to
their ftrength, and to the infiruments they have made ufe
of. Without the {cience of mechanics, and the invention
of its machines, there can be no great monuments exifting.
Without a quadrant or a telefcope, there can be no great pro-
grefs made in aftronomy, no precifion in obfervations. Wgth.
out iron, there can be no hammers, no pincers, no anvils,
no forges, no faws, no axes, no hatchets, no work in metal
that can deferve to be looked at ; no mafonry, no carpenters’



350 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Buok 7.

or joiners® work, no architeélure, no engraving, no feulp-
ture. With all thefe helps, what time does it not take
our workmen to feparate from the quarry, raile and carry
away a block of ftone? What time to cut into a iquare?
And how could this be effeéted without the relources we
‘have ? The favage would have been a man of great under-
ftanding, who, upon {ecins tor the firlt time, one of onr
large buildiags, would have admived it, wot as the work of
our ftrength aud indaftry, bu® as an extraordinary pheno-
menon of nature, which of erfelf thould have raifed thofe
columns, bored thole windows, fixed thofe entablatures,
and prepared fo wonderful a vetreat. It womd have been
to lum the woft beawtiful cavern that the mountains would
have ever picfented to his view,

Let us ftrip Mexico of all that has been bettowed upon
it by fabulous accounts, and we fhall find that this coun-
try, though far fuperior to the favage regions which the
Spaniards had yet dilcovered in the Now World, was ttill no-
thing in comparifon of the civilized nations ot the old con-
tinent.

The empire was fubjet to a defpotilm as crucl as it was
ill-concerted.  Fear, the great {pring of arbitrary govorn-
ments, was fubltituted to morality and principles. The
chief of the ttate was gradually becowe a kind of divinity,
which the molt prefumptaous did not dare to look up to;
and of whofe actions the moll imprudent would not have
ventured to forma judgment.  We may readily conceive in
what manncr citizens purchafe every day, by the facrifice
of their liberty, the pleafures aud conveniencies of life to
which they have beeu accuftomed from their infancy : but
that people; to whom rude nature offered greater happinefs
than that which they enjoged under the focial compadt that
united them, fhould quictly remain in a flate of flavery,
without once thinking that there was nothing more than a
mountain or a river to crofs, in ovder to be free; this isa
circumitance that would be incos-prehenlible, if we knew
not how much the habit of fuperitition degrades the humin
race in all parts.

Several of the provinces, which might be confidered as
conltituting a part of this vait dominion, governed theme
felves by thcir primary laws, and according to their ancient
maxims, ‘I'ributaries merely of the empire, they couti-
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nued ftill under the controul of their caciques. The obli=
gations impofed upon thefe great vaffals, was to cover or
to cularge the frontiers of the {late, whenever they were
ordered 3 to contribute continuaily to the public charges,
origiually, according to a fetled rate; but latterly, ac-
cording to the neceflitics, rapacity, or caprices of the
defpot.

‘The adminiftration of the countries, more immediatcly
dependent on the throne, was intrutted to fome of the great,
who were affiftcd in ther functions by nobles of an inferior
order. Thefe officers enjoyed, at firll, a degree of dignity
and importance : but they were nothing more than the in-
ftruments of tyrauny, lince aibitrary power Lad raifed itfelf
upon the ruins of a government which might have been
called feudal.

To each of thefe offices, a portion of land, of greater or
lefs extent, was attachcd, Thofe who directed the coun-
cils, who commanded the armies, or whom their employ-
ments detained at court, enjoyed the fame advantage. Per-
fons in office changed their dwelling with their occupation,
and loft it as foon as they returned into private life.

There were fome poflefions more entire, and which
might be alienated or tranfmitted to pofterity. Thefe were
few in number ; and maft have belonged to citizens of the
mott dittinguithed clafs.

The people had nothing but commons, the extent of
which was regulated by the number of inhabitants. In
fome of them the labours were carried on in'a community,
and the harvefts were depolfited in the public granaries, to
be diftributed as they were wanted ; in others, the cultiva-
tors divided the fields between them, and tilled them for
their own private ufe ; but the territory was not allowed to
be difpofed of in any of them.

Several diftrits, more or lefs extenfive, were covered
with a kind of bondfinen attached to the glebe, pafling
from one proprictor to another, and not being able to
claim any thing more than the coarfeft and moft {canty fub-
fillence. ’ '

The men flill more degraded, were the domeftic
flaves. Their lite was eftcemed fo contemptible, that, ac-
eording to the accounts of Herrera, one might deprive
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;hem of it, without fear of being ever profecuted by the
aw, .

All the orders of the ftate contributed to the fupport of
government. In all focieties that are a little advanced,
taxes are paid in fpecie. 'The Mexicans were ignorant of
this common meafure of every kind of value, though gold
and filver were in their poffeflion. They had indeed begun
to fufpe&t the utility of an univerfal mode of exchange, and
they already employed the feeds of the cocoa in fome trif-
ling details of commerce : but the ufe of thefe was much
limited, and could not be extended to the difcharge of the
taxes. The debts due to the treafury were therefore all
paid in kind.

As all the agents of the public fervice received their {a-
larics in provifions, a part of what was allotted to them
was kept back as their contribution.

The lands attached to offices, as well as thofe that were
pofleffed in property, gave to the ftate a part of their pro-
duce.

Befide the obligation impofed upon all communitics to
cultivate a certain extent of {oil for the crown, they were
allo obliged to cede to it a third part of their harvetls.

Hunters, fifhermen, potters, painters, and all workmen
without diftin¢tion, gave up the fame portion of their
induftry every month.

Even the beggars were taxed with certain fixed contri-
butions, which they were obliged to pay frem their labour,
or from the alms they received.

Agriculture, at Mexico, was very much confined ;
though it was the only occupation of the majority of the
inhabitants. Their cares were reftrained to the cultivation
of maze and cocoa, and there was even but a {mall quan--
tity of thofe produétions gathered. Had it been otherwife,
the firlt Spaniards would not fo frequently have bzen in.
want of fubfiftence. The imperfect ftate of this firlt of the
arts might be owing to feveral cavfes. Thefe people had
a ftrong propenfity to idlenefs. The inftruments they made
ufe of were faulty. They had not tamed any animal that.
could affift them in their labours. Their fields were rava-
ged by fallow deer, or by wandering people, They were
ceffantly oppreffed by government. In a word, their na«.
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tural conftitution was particularly weak, which arofe part=
ly from unwholefome and ififafficient food.

The table of the rich, of the nobles, and of men in of-
fice, befide the produce of the chafe, and of fithing, was
fupplied with turkeys, ducks, and rabbits, the only animals,
except little dogs, which the inhabitants of thefe countries
had been able to tame. But the provifions of the common
people confifted only of maze, prepared in different man~
ners; of cocoa, diluted in warm water, and feafoned with
honey and pimento ; and of the herbs of the fields which
were not too hard, or had no bad fmell. Their drink con-
fifted of fome liquors that could not intoxicate. With re-
{pe@ to ftrong liquors, they were fo ftritly prohibited, that
a permiftion from government was neceflary to be obtained
for ufing them ; and it was only granted to old or fick per-
fons. At fome folemnities, and in public labours only,
every one had a quantity given him proportioned to his age.
Drunkennefs was confidered as the moft odious of all vices.
Perfons conviéted of it, were publiclyfhaved, and their houfe
was pulled down. If they were in any public office, they
were deprived of it, and declared incapable of ever holding
any poft under government. -

The Mexicans were almoft generally naked. Their bo~
dies were painted ; and their heads fhaded with plumes.
Some bones, or {mall picces of gold, according to the rank
of the perfons, were faftened to their nofes and ears. The
only clothing the women had, was a kind of fhift which
came down to the knees, and was open at the breaft. Their
chief ornament confifted in the arrangement of their hair.
Perfons of fuperior rank, and even the emperor himfelf,
were only diftinguithed from the commonalty, by a kind of
cloak compofed of a {quare piece of cotton faftened on the
right fhoulder. A

The palace of the prince, and thofe of the nobles, though
rather extenfive, and built of ftone, had no conveniences, no
elegance, nor cven any windows. The people dwelt in
huts made of earth, and covered with branches of trees.
They were prohibited from raifing them above the ground
floor, Several faniilies were frequently heaped together un-
der the fame roof. -

The furniture was worthy of the dwellings. In moft of
them, there was no other carpeting but mats, no other bed
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than ftraw, no feat but a layer of palm leaves, no utenfils
except carthen-ware. Cloths and carpets of cotton,
wrought with more or lefs care, and employed for various
purpofes, were the chief dillinétions between the houfes of
the rich and thofe of the common people.

If the arts of primary neceflity were in {o imperfet a
ftate at Mexico, we muit conclude that thofe of ornament
were {till more fo. The form and workmanfhip of the few
vafes and jewels of gold and filver that have been brought
to us, is equally barbarous. The fame coarfenefs prevails
in thofe pittures, of which the firft Spaniards {fpoke with fo
much admiration, and which were compofed of feathers of
all colours. Thefe paintings are no longer exifting, or are
at leaft very fcarce 5 but engravings have been made from
them. The artilt is infinitely below his fubje@, whether
be reprefents plants, animals, or men, There is no light,
nor fhade, nor delign, nor accuracy in his work. Nuither
had architefture made any greater progrefs in this country.
Throughout the whole extent of the enpire, there is no an-
cient monument to be found, that hath any kind of majeity
in it 3 nor are there even any rains which renew the idea of
former greatpefs. The only things Mexico had to boalt
of, were the caufeways that led up to the capital, and the
aqueduéts which brought the water for drinking from a very
confiderable diftance.

The fcicnces were {till lefs advanced than the arts; and
this is the natural confcquence of the ordinary progrefs of
the human mind. It is lcarce poffible that a people, whofe
civilization was not of ancient date, and who could not
bave received any inftru&ion from their neighbours, fhould
have the lealt extenfive degree of knowledge.  All that can
Be concluded from their religious and political inttitutions
is, that they had made fome little progrefs in aftronomy.
But how many ages would it have required to enlighten
them, fince they were deprived of the aflillance of writing,
aud fince they were fHll far dittant from this powerful, and
perhaps only mode of acquiring knowlidge, as it appears
from the inpertection of their hieroglyphics. -

Thefe'were pictures traced out upou the barks of trees,
upon the fkus of falow deer, or upon pieces of cotton ;
and dewined to preferve the memory of the laws, the tenets,
and the revolutions of the empire. The number, the cos
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lour, and tht attitude of the figures, were all varied accord-
ing to the objeéts that were meant to he exprefled. Al-
though thefe imperfeé figns could not be fuppofed to
have that diftin&t charaéter which precludes every reafonable
doubt, yet we may imagine, that when affifted by the tra-
ditions of focieties and families, they might convey fome in-
formation refpe@ing paft events. 'The indiffcrence of the
conquerors for cvery thing that had no rcference to their
infatiable avidity, made them negle& to inquire for the key
of thefe important depofits.  Soon after, their monks look-
ed upon them as monuments of idolatry ; and Zummeraga,
the firft bithop of Mexico, condemned all that could be
eollected of them to the flames. The little that efcaped
from this fanatical conflagration, and which has been pre-
ferved in one or the other hemifphere, has not contributed
to difpel the darknefs into which the negligence of the firfk
Spaniards had plunged us.

The era of the foundation of the empire is even unknown.
The Cattilian hiftorians, indeed, tell us, that before the
tenth century, this valt fpace was inhabited only by fome
wandering hordes that were entirely favage. 'They tell
us, that about this p.riod, fome tribes iffuing from the north
and north weft, occupied parts of the territories, and intro-
duced milder manners.  They tell us, that three hundred
years after, a people {tiil more advanced in civilization, and
coming from the neighbourhood of California, fettled on
the borders of the lakes and built Mexico there. They
tell us, that this lait nation, fo fuperior to the others, had,
for a long period, nothing but chiefs, whom they raifed to
the government, or deprived them of it, as they found it
fuitable to their interefts. They tell us, that the authority,
which till then had becn divided and revocable, was cona-
centrated in a fingle perfon, and became permanest, one
hundred and thirty, or one hundred and niuety-{even years
before the arrival of the Spaniards. They tell us, thut the
ninc monarchs, who fuccellively afcended the throne, gave
the domains of the ftate an exteufion which they had not
had under the former government. But what degree of
credit can we reafonably grant to annals fo confuled and
contradiGory, and filled with the moft abfurd fables that
have ever been propofed to the credulity of mankind? In
order to believe that a fociety whofc dominion was fo exs
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tenfive, whofe inftitutions were fo numerous, and whofe
form of worfhip was fo regular, had fo modern an origin as
it hath been faid, we fhould have other teftimonies befide
thofe of the fierce foldier, who had neither the neceffary ta-
lents nor the will to examine into any thing ; we fhould have
other vouchers befide thofe fanatic priefts, who were intent
upon nothing elfe but erecting their own form of warfhip
uponthe ruinof the fuperititions they found eftablifhed there.
What fhould we know of China, if the Portuguefe had been
able to fet it in flames, to fubvert or deftroy it, as they have
done the Brazils ? Should we at this day l}}’)cak of the anti-
quity of the Chinefe books, of their laws, and their man.
ners! When fome philofophers fhall have been allowed to
penetrate into Mexico, to fearch for, and to decipher the
ruins of their hiftory, and that thefe learned men fhall
neither be monks nor Spaniards, but either Englith or
French, who fhall have full liberty, and all proper means
for the difcovery of truth; then perhaps, we may gain
foms information concerning the hiftory of this country, if
barbarifm hath not completely deftroyed all the monuments
that could affift in inveftigating it.

Thefe inquiries could not, however, lead to an exat
knowledge of the ancient population of the empire, which,
according to the reports of the conquerors, was immenfe.
The country places were covered with inhabitants; the
towns were crowded with citizens, and the armies were
very numecrous, Abfurd narrators! have we not been
affurcd by you that it was a rifing ftate; that it was con-
tinually diiturbed with obftinate wars; that all prifoners
were either maflacred upon the field of batile, or facrificed
to the gods in the temples ; that at the death of every em-
peror, of every cacique, and of every great man, a number
of vi€tims, proportioned to their dignity, were facrificed on
their tombs; that from a prevailing depraved inclination
the women were neglefted ; that the mothers fuckled their
children for four or five years, and that they became barren at
an carly pericd 5 that the people groaned inceflantly, and in
all parts, under the oppreflions of the treafury ; that the
provinces were covered with corrupted waters and vaft
torefts ; and that the Spanifh adventurers had more to fuffer
from dearth, than from the length of marches, or the darts
of the enemy ?
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How fhall we reconcile fadts certified by fo many wit-
nefles, with that exceffive population fo {olemnly attefted in
your proud annals? Before found philofophy had attentive-
ly confidered your ftrange contradiftions ; and when the
odium you had drawn upon yourfelves infured an implicit
faith in your abfurd exaggerations, the univerfe, which faw
no more than a defert in Mexico, was perfuaded that you
had precipitated numberlefs generations into the grave.
Undoubtedly, your ferocious foldiers did too often ftain
themfelves with innocent blood ; undoubtedly, your fanatic
miffionaries did not oppofe thefe barbarities as they ought
to have done ; undoubtedly, a reftlefs tyranny, and an in-
fatiable avarice, carried off from this unfortunate part of
the world many of its feeble children: but ftill your cruel-
ties were lefs than the nations have reafon to fuppofe, from
the accounts given by the hiftorians of your ravages. And
it is I whom you look upon as the detraéter of your cha-
ra&ter, who, while I accufe you of ignorance and mpofture,
become, as much as poffible, your apologift.

Would ye rather choole that the number of your affaffi-
nations fhould be exaggerated, than that your ftupidity and
contradi&tions fhould be unmafked? In this place, I call
heaven to witnefs, I have been attentive only to cleanfe you
from the blood with which you feem to make it your glory
to be covered ; and in every other part where I have fpoken
of you, my only defign hath been to fuggeft means of re-
ftoring your nation to its former {plendour, and of alleviat-
ing the deftiny of thofe wretched people that are fubjett to ~
your empire. If you difcover in me any fecret hatred, or
any motive of felf-interelt, I give myfelf up to your con-
tempt. Have I treated the other deftroyers of the New
World, even the French, my own courntrymen, with more
caution? Why, therefore, thould you be the only people
who are offended ? Becaufe you have nothing but pride re-
maining. Become powerful again, and you will become lefs
captious; and truth, while it makes you blufh, will ceafe
to anger you.

Whatever was the population of Mexico, the taking of
the capital occafioned the fubjetion of the whole ftate ;
which was not fo extenfive as it hath been generally fup-
pofed to be.  Upon the South fea, the empire began only
at Nicaragua, and ended at Acapulco: and even part of
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the coafts watcred by this ocean, had never been fubdued.
Upon the North fea, there was fcarce any thing that inter-
feéted it from the river of Tabafco to that of Panuco: but
in the inland parts, Tlafcala, Tepeaca, Mechwacan, Chiapa,
and fome other lefs confiderable diftricts, had preferved
thuir independence.  'Their freedom was taken from them
in Jefs than a year by the conqueror, who found it fufficient
to fend ten, fifteen, or twenty horfe, to preclude all refit
ance ; and before the end of the year 1522, the proviaces,
which had rejected the laws of the Mexicans, and rendered
the communication between their pofleffions difficult or im-
}I)raé’cicahle, conftituted all a part of the Spanith dominion.

n procefs of time, it acquired immenfe additions on the
northern fide. Thefe would cven have been more confider-
able, and particularly more ufeful, had it not been for the
incredible barbarities that accompanied or followed the ac-
quifition of them.

As foon as the Caftilians had made themfelves mafters of
Mexico, they divided the beft lands among themfelves ;
they reduced to flavery the people who had cleared them,
and condemned them to labours incompatible with the na-
ture of their conflitution, and repugnant to their habits.
This fyftem of general oppreflion excited confiderable in-
furretions. Thefe arofe without a concurrence of mea-
fures, without a chief to direét them, and without a plan ;
they were the effe@ of defpair alone ; and ended to the dif-
advantage of the too unfortunate Indians. An irritated
conqueror, with fire and fword in hand, paffed with extreme
rapidity from one extremity of the empire to the other, and
left in all parts memorable traces of vengeance, the details
of which would make the moft bloody-minded men fhud-
der. There was a barbarous emulation between the officer
and the foldier, which fhould facrificc moft viélims ; and
even the commander himfelf, perhaps, furpaffed his troops
and lieutenants in ferocity.

Cortez, however, did not reap the advantages he might
cxpe& from fo many a&s of inhumanity. It began to be
a maxim of policy in the court of Madrid, not to leave fuch
of her fubje&s as had fignalized themfclves by fome im-
portant difcovery, time enough to fettle themfelves in their
authority, from the apprehenfion, well or ill founded, that
they might think of rendering themfelves independent of



Book 77, 1IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 359

the crown. If the conqueror of Mexico did not give a
rea'on for adopting fuch a {yftem, he was at leaft one of the
firll victims of it. The unlimitcd powers he had at firlt
enjoyed, were daily curtailed 5 and in procefs of time, they
were fo exceedingly reftrained, that he preferred a private
fituation to the vain appearances of an :».uthority accompanied
with the meateft difguft.  This Spaniard was defpotic and
cruel 3 and his fuccefles arc 1arnifhed by the injuftice of his
prei<&ts. He was an affaffin covered with innocent blood
but hi. vices were qf th¢ times, and of his nation, and his
virtues were his own.  Let us place this man awong the
anctents. Let v, give him anothetl country, another educa-
tion, another turn of mind, other manners, and a different
relizion.  Ltus put him at the head of the fleet that ad-
vanced againit Xerxes; or reckon him amony the Spartans
at the Straits of Thermopyle 5 or fuppofe him to be one of
thefe geuerous Batavians who freed themfelves from the
tyranny of their countrymen, a:.d Cortez will appear a great
man. His qualities will become heroie, and his memory
will be irrcproachable. Had Cewfur been born in the
fifteenth century, and commanded at Mexico, he would
have been a worfe man than Cortez. To find an excufe
for the faults that have been laid to his charge, we muft afk
ourfelves what better expe&Qations we could have formed of
a man, who treads for thc firft time upon unknown regions,
and whofe firft object is to provide for his own fafety?
It would be highly unjuft to confound him with the
peaceable founder, who is acquainted with the country,
and regulates the mecafures, the {pace, and the time, at
pleafure.

Sinck Mexico had been fubje&ed to  External and in-
the Cattilians, this immenfe country was  ternal troubles avith
no longer expofed to invafion. Its awhich Mixico has
provinces were not ravaged by any deer agicated fince
neighbouring or diftant enemy. The it bas become a
peace it enjoyed was not difturbed from  Spanifb poffeffion.
without, except by pirates. In the
. South fea, the enterprifes of thefe robbers were confined to
the taking of a few thips : but in the North fca, they pillag-
ed Campeachy once, and Vera Cruz twice; and they fre-
quently fpread devaftation upon coafts lefs known, lefs
opulent, and not {o well defended.
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" While the navigation and the fhores of this wealthy re-
gion were a prey to the pirates, and to the fquadrons of
the nations difgufted at the ambition of Spain, or merel
jealous of its fuperiority, the Chichemecas difturbed the in-
terior part of the empire. If we give credit to Herrera
and Torquemada, thefe were the people who occupied the
beft parts of the country before the arrival of the Mexicans.
To avoid the yoke deftined for them by the conqueror,
they took refuge in caverns and mountains, where their na-
tural ferocity increafed, and where they led entirely the life
of beafts. The new revolution which had juft changed the
flate of the former country, did not incline them to milder
manners ; and what they faw or learnt of the chara&er of
the Spaniards, infpired them with implacable hatred againft
a nation fo proud and fo oppreffive. This paffion, always ter-
rible among favages, manifefted itfelf by the ravages they
committed in all the fettlements formed in their neighbour-
hood, and by the cruelties they exercifed upon thofe who
attempted to open the mines. In vain had forts and gar-
rifons been ftationed upon the frontiers, to contain or {up-
prefs them; their rage continued inceffantly till the year
1592. At this period, Captain Caldena perfuaded them to
put an end to their hoftilities. In the view of rendering
thefe pacific fentiments durable, the government made them
build dwellings, colleCted them into feveral villages, and
fent among them four hundred Tlafcalan families, who were
commiffioned to inftru& them in fome arts, and to teach
agriculture to a people who had hitherto been clothed only
with the fkins of beafts, and had lived entirely by hunting,
or upon the fpontaneous produQions of nature. It was
long before thefe prudent meafures fucceeded. The Chi-
chemecas refufed for a long time t& receive the inftru&ions
the government had undertaken to give them, and eveu re-
je@ed every kind of intercourfe with benevolent and A me-
rican teachers. It was not till the year 1608, that Spain
was freed from the care of clothing and feeding them.

Lighteen years after, a moft violent conteft happened be-
tween the civil and ecclefiaftical power at Mexico. A man
convitted of a multitude of crimes, fought impunity for all
his enormities at the foot of the altars. pThe viceroy Gelves
caufed him to be dragged from thence. This aét of ne-

ceflary jultice was conftrued inte an outrage againtt the di-

4
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vinity. The thunder of excommunication was immediately
fent forth ; and the people rofe.  The regular and tecular
clergy took up arms. Thhe palace of the commander was
burnt ; his guards, friends, and partizans were put to the
fword. He himfelf was put in irons and {ent to Ewope,
with feventy gentlemen who had not been afraid to efpoufe
his caufe. The archbifhop, who was the author of ail thefe
calamities, and whofe vengcance was not yet fatisfied, pur~
fued his vi€&tim, with the wifh and defire of facrificing him.
The court, after having hefitated for fome time, decided at
length in favour of fanaticifm. The defender of the rights
of the throne, and of order, was condemned to total oh-
tivion ; and his {ucceffor was authorifed folemnly to confe-
crate all the notions of fuperftition, and particularly the fu-
pertlition of afylums.

The word alylum taken in its full extent, might fignify
any place, privilege or diftin&ion, that protets a criminal
from the impartial exercife of juftice. For what is the
claim that weakens and fufpends the avthority of the law?
An afylum. What is the place of confinement that with-
draws the guilty from the prifon common to all malefa&ters ?
An afylum.  What is a rctreat where the creditor cannot
go and feire upon his fraudulent debtor? An afylum.
What is a diftri¢t where one may exercife all the functions
of fociety without authority, and in a country where 2ll the
reft of the citizens cannot obtain that privilege without a
premium? An afylum. What is a tribunal to which one
may appeal from a definitive fentence pronounced by ano-
ther, which is fuppofed to be the laft refort of the law?
An afylum., What is an exclufive privilege, for whatever
motive it may have been folicited and obtained ! An alylum.
In an empire where the'citizens partaking unequally of the
advantages of fociety, do not fhare the burdens of it in pro.
portion to thefe advantages, what are the different dife
tinctions that relieve fome at the expence of others? They
are afylums. .

The afylums of the tyrant, of the prieft, of the ftatefman,
of the nobleman, of the contraétor, and of the meichant,
are well known ; and I could name thofe ot almoft all the
ranks of fociety. 'What portion is there indeed of fociety
that hath not a proteion for a certain number of malverfae
tions, which it may commit with impunity.

Vol 1.
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The molt dangerous of afylums, however, is not that ia.
to which a man may make his efcape, but that which he
carries about with him, that which accompanies and invefts
the guilty perfon, which ferves him as a fhield, and which
forms between him and me an enclofure in the centre of
which he ftands, and from whence he may infult me, while
punifhment cannot reach him. Such are the ecclefiaftical
habit and charalter. Both the one and the other were for~
merly a fort of afylum, where the impunity of the moft
flagitious crimes was almoft aflured. .Is this privilege en-
tirely abolifhed ? We have frequently feen monks and priefts
thrown into prifon ; but we fcarce have ever feen any of
them taken out from thence to be conveyed to the public
place of execution,

What | becaufe a man is obliged by his profeflion to
have a peculiar fan&ity of manners, fhall he obtain privi-
leges, and be treated with a commiferation that fhall be re-
fufed to the criminal who is not'bound by the fame obliga.
tions? If it be urged, that there is a refpect due to his
funétions, to his cloth, and to his chara&er; we fhall an-
fwer, that juftice is equally and without diftinQion due to
every citizen. If the {fword of the law be not moved in-
difcriminately in every dire@ion; if it fhould be unfteady ;
or if it fhould be raifed or lowered in favour of any one it
may meet with in its paffage, that fociety is not well regue
Jated. There exifts in it, under another name, and under
another form, a deteftable privilege, a protetion denied to
fome and referved for others,

But thefe kinds of afylum, though generally contrary
to the profperity of focieties, fhall not here engage our at-
tention. We fhall only fpeak of thofe which temples or
places of divine worthip have afforded, and ftill continue to
afford, in feveral parts of the globe.

Thefe places of refuge were known to the ancients. In
Greece, when that country was ftill but half civilized, it
was thought that tyranny could not be reftrained otherwife
than by religion. The ftatues of Hercules, of Thefeus,
and of Pirithous, feemed well calculated to infpire villains
with terror, when they had no longer the vengeance of thefe
heroes to dread. But as foon as the afylum, inftituted in
favour of innocence, ferved only for the prefervation of the
guilty, and was made fubfervient cither to the interefts or
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vanity of thofe who granted the protection, thefe places of
retreat were abolithed.

Other people, in imitation of the Greeks, eftablithed
aflylums. But the citizen ufed to put himfelf under the
proteétion of the gods, merely to avoid the armed hand
that purfued him. There, he called upon the law, and
fummoned the people to his affiftance. His fellow-citizens,
together with tﬁc magiftrate, drew near, and the man was
examined before them. If it was found that he had abufed
the afylum, he received a double punithment ; one for the
crime he had committed, the othér for having profaned the
place in which he had taken refuge.

When Romulus wanted to people his city, he-made an
alylum of it ; and fome temples, in the times of the repub-
lic, were devoted to this purpofe. After the death of
Julius Cefar, the triumvirate made an afylum of his chapel.
In after ages, the fervility of the people frequently ereéted
the ftatues of tyrants into places of refuge. Trom thence
it was that the flave infulted his mafter ; and that the dif-
turber of public tranquillity ftirred up the populace againft

ood men.

This horrible inftitution of barbarifm and paganifm oc-
calioned inexpreflible evils ; when chriftianity, afcending
the throne of the empire, did not fcruple to adopt and
even to extend it. The confequences of this ecclefiafti-
cal policy were foon feverely felt. The laws loft their
authority, and the order of focicty was fubverted. The
magiftrate then attacked thefe afylums with courage;
the prieft defended them with obftinacy. A warm conteft
was carried on for many centuries with great animofity.
"The party that prevailed under the reign of a firm prince,
was deprefled under that of a fuperftitious one. Sometimes.
this afylum was general, and fometimes was under reftric-
tions, It was annihilated at one period, and reftored at
another. )

In an inftitution {o evidently contrary to natural equity,
to civil law, to the fan&ity ofy religion, to the {pirit of the
gofpel, and to the good order of fociety, the circumftances
that fhould naturally tend moft to aftonith us are,its dura-
tion, the diverfity of the obje@s of the edifts of the emper-
ors, the contradi&ion of the canons, and the obftinacy of
feveral bifhops ; but more efpecially the extravagant abfur-

Q2
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dity of the lawyers, in determining, with precifion, the ex-
tent of the afylum, according to the fize or title of the re.
fpective churches, Ifit wasagreat church, the afylum was
to extend to a certain number of feet beyond its circume
ference ; if a fmall church, it was to be lels extenfive, and
ftill lefs if it was a chapel : the protetion was the fame,
whether the church were confecrated or not.

It is very extraordinary, that in a long fucceffion of ges
nerations, not one monarch, not one ecclefiaftic, not one
magiftrate, not even one fingle man fhould have reminded
his cotemporaries of the bright days of chriftianity. For-
merly, he might have faid to them, the finner was detained
for -years at the gate of the tcmflc, where he expiated his
fault, expofed to the injuries of the air, in the prefence
of all his brethren, and of all the citizens. He was not al.
lowed to enter the church, except by degrees; nor to ap-
proach the fan&uary, but in proportion as his penance
drew near to an end. And in our days, a villain, an extor-
tioner, a thicf, and an affaffin covered with blecod, not only
finds the gates of our temples open to him, but alfo meets
with prote&ion, impunity, food, and fecurity.

But if the affaflin had plunged his dagger into the breaft
of a citizen, even upon the fteps of the altar, what muft be
done in that cafe ? Shall the place of the bloody fcene be-
come his afylum ? This would certainly be a privilege very
convenient for criminals. Why fhould they murder in the
ftréets, in the houfes, or upon the highways, where they
may be feized ? fhould they net rather choofe to affaffinate
in'the churches? There never was a more difgufting in«
ftance of the contempt of the laws, and of the ambition of
the clergy, than this immunity granted by the churches.
It was referved to fuperftition to make the Supreme Being,
in this world, the prote€tor of the fame crimes which he
punifhes in another with eternal fufferings. Let us hope
that the extremity of the evil will point out more fenfibly
the neceflity of the remedy.

This fortunate revolution will be brought about later at
other places than at Mexico, where the people are plunged
in a ftate of ftill more profound ignorance than in the other
regions fubje&t to Caftile. In 1732, the confpiring ele-
ments {wallowed up one of the richeft fleets that had ever
been difpatched from this opulent part of the New Wosld,
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Univerfaldefpair prevailed in the twd hemifpheres. Amongft
a people plunged in fuperflition, all events are miraculous ;
and the anger of heaven was genetally confidered as the
fole caufe of this great difafter, which might very poffibly
have been brought about by the inexperience of the pilot,
or by other caules equally natural. An auto da fe appear-
ed to be the fureft method of recovering the divine favour ; -
and thirty-eight wretched people perifhed in the flames, the
viétims of fo deplorable an infatuation.

Methinks I am prefent at this horrible expiation. I be-.
hold it, and exclaim ; ¢ ftop, execrable monfters ! What con-
¢ nection is there between the calamity you have experien- -
¢ ced and the pretended or real crime of thofe whom you
¢ detain in your prifous ¢ If they entertain opinions which
# render them odious to the Almighty, it bclongs to him
¢ to cruth them with his thunder. He hath borne with
¢ them for a great number of years, and ftill continues to
¢ bear with them, and yet you torment them. If it were
¢ his will to condemn them to eternal punifhments on the
¢ terrible day of his vengeance, does it belong to you to
¢ accelerate their chaftifement! Why fhould you deprive
¢ them of the inftant of repentance, which perhaps awaits
¢ them, in the decline of life, in the hour of danger, or
« the period of ficknefs ? But infamous wretches as ye are,
« diflolute priefts, and libidinous monks, were not your
¢ crimes fufficient to ftir up the anger of heaven? Corrett
¢¢ yourfelves ; proftrate yourfelves at the foot of the altars,
¢ cever yourfelves with fackcloth and afhes ; implore the
¢ mercy of the Moft High, rather than employ yourfelves
¢ in leading to the ftake a number of innocent perfons,
¢ whofe death, far from wiping away your crimes, will
only increafe the number of them, by thirty-cight more,
¢ for which you will never be*forgiven. To appeafe the
¢« Deity, ye burn mankind ! Are ye worfhippers of Mo-
¢ loch > But ye hear me not ; and the unfortunate vict~
ims of your fuperftitious cruclty are already caft into the
flames, .

Soon after this, the New Mexico, which was bordering’
and dependent upon the Old, was afflied with a calamity
of anather kind. This vaft region, fituated, for the moit
part, under the temperate zone, was for a time unknown
to the ravagers of America, The miffionary Ruys firlt pe- -

-~
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netrated-into it in 1580. He was foon after followed by
the captain Lfpajo, and, laftly, by John d’Onafte ; who by a
feries of labours begun' in 1599, and terminated in 1611,
fucceeded in opening fome mines, in multiplying cattle and
means of {ubfiftence, and in fettling firmly the Spanith do-
minion. The order he had eftablifhed was diftwibed in
1652 by civil commotions. In the courfe of thefe animo-
fities, Rofas the commandant was affaflinated ; and his
friends, who attempted to avenge his death, perifhed after
him. Thefe a&ts of violence continucd till the tardy are
‘rival of Pagnaloffe. This intrepid and fevere commander
had almoft ftified the rebellion, when, in a tranfport of juft
indignation, he gave a blow to a turbulent monk, who was
fpeaking to him in an infolent manner, and even daied to
threaten him. The priefts, who were mafters of the coun-
try, immediately feized upon his perfon. He was excom-
municated, delivered up to the inquifition, and fentenced
to confiderable fines, In vain did he urge the court to
avenge the royal aathority infulted in his perfon; the in-
fluence of his enemies prevailed over his folicitations.
Their rage and their power made him even apprehend a
more fatal deftiny ; and in order to avoid their daggers, and
to withdraw himfelf from their intrigues, he took refuge in
England, abandoning the reins of government to whoever
would or could get hold of them. His flight plunged the
province into frefh misfortunes; and it was not tll after
ten years of anarchy and carnage, that every thing was
sbrought again into order and fubjeétion.

Can any thing be more abfurd than this authority of the
monks in America? They are a fet of men without know-
ledge and without principles: their independence tramples
upon their inftitutions, and makes them regardlefs of their
vows ; their condué is fcandalous, their houfes are fo many
places of evil refort, and their tribunals of penance {o many
trading fhops. From thence it is, that for a piece of mo-
ney they quiet the confcience of the villain ; from thence
it is, that they infinuate corruption into innocent minds,
and that they {educe women and girls into debauchery :
they are a fet of fimonifts, who make a public traffic of
holy things. The chriftianity they teach, is defiled with
all forts of abfurdities. Greedy of inheritancy, they de-
fraud, rob, and perjure themfelves. They degrade the ma-
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giftrates, and thwart them in their operations. There are
no crimes which they cannot commit with impunity. They
infpire the people with a fpiriv of rebellion. They are fo
many encouragers of fuperftition, and the caufe of all the
troubies that have agitated thefe diftant regions, As long
as they exift there they will keep up anarchy, from the con-
fidence, as blind as it 18 unlimited, which they have obtain-
ed of the people, and from the pufillanimity with which
they have mipircd the dcpelitaiies of the authority, whom
they dfpofe of at pleatiic by tneir intrigues. Let us there-
for inquire of what - cat ntility they are.  Are they in.
formers? A wife adminitration hath no need of them.
Ave they to be managed as a counterpoile to the power of
the viceroy 2 This is an idle dpprehenfion.  Are they tri-
butaries of the great?  This is an an evil that muft be put
a flop to.  Under whatever afpe@® we confider matters,
the monks are a fet of wretches, who fcandalize and difturb
Mexico too much to be allowed to remain there any
longer.

Subjetion and order were again difturbed, and more ge-
nerally fo in 1593, by a law which forbade the Indians the
ufe of ftrong liquors. This prohibitior could not have for
its obje&t the liquors of Europe, which were neceflarily too
high priced ever to be ufed by men living in a conftant
ftate of oppreffion, and inceflantly ftripped of their pro-
perty. It was only from the palm wine that the govern-
ment endeavoured to wean them. ..

This liquor is drawn from a plant known at Mexico by
the name of maguey, and refembling the aloes in its form.
Its leaves, colleted about the neck of the root, are thick,
pulpous, almoft ftraight, feveral feet inlength, hollowed in
the form of a gutter, thorny on the back, and terminated
by a very fharp point. The ftem, which rifes out of this
tuft, afcends to twice its height, and bears upon its branch-
ing top yellowifh flowers. Their calix, with fix divifions,
is charged with an equal number of ftamina. It adheres at
the bottom to the piftil, which, together with it, becomes
a capfula with.three cells filled with feeds. The maguey
grows in every part of Mexico, and is eafily multiplied
from flips. Hedges are made of it. Its feveral parts have
cach of them their utility. The roots are employed for
cordage ; the ftems furnifh wood ; the points of the leaves
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ferve for nails, or needles; and even the leaves themfelves
are fit for thatching the roofs; and a thread is produced
from them fit for the manufalure of various looms.

But the motft efteemed produce of the maguey is a fweet
and clear water, which is collefted by means of a hole made
with an inftrument in the middle of the tuft, after the
fhoots and the inward leaves are removed. 'This hole,
which is three or four inches deep, is filled and emptied
every day ; and the liquor continues running in this manner
for a whole year, fometimes even for eighteen months.
This liquor, when infpiffated, forms a real {ugar ; but when
mixed with {pring water, and laid by in vafes, it acquires,
after having fermented four or five days, the fharpnefs of
cyder, and almoft the fame kind of tafte. If orange or
lemon peel be added to it, it becomes intoxicating., This
property renders it fill more agreeable to the Mexicans,
who not being able to confole themfelves for the lofs of
their liberty, endeavour to forget the humiliating ftate of
their flavery, Accordingly, the attention of the Indians is
continually turned towards the houfes where this liquor is
diftributed. T'hey pafs whole days and weeks there ; they
leave the fubfitence of their families in them, and very fre-
«quently the few clothes they have.

The Spanifh miniftry, informed of thefe excefles, withed
toput a ftop to them ; but did not fet about it in a proper
manner. Inftead of bringing back the people to good
morals by paternal cares, and by the molt effectual mode
of inftru&ion, they had recourfe to the fatal expedient of .
prohibitions. The minds of men grew heated, feditions
were multiplied, and alts of violence repeated, from one
extremity of the empire to the other. The government
was obliged to give way; and withdrew thefe prohibitive
a&ts : but to indemnify itfelf for the facrifice of its autho-
rity, taxes were laid upon this liquor, which bring in an-
nually to the treafury cleven or twelve thoufand livres from
458l 6s. 8d. to 500l

Five and twenty or thirty years after this, a new fcene
of a particular kind was opcned at Mexico. In this im-
portant pofleflion, the police was fo much negle€ted, that
all the roads were feized upon by a numerous band of rob-
bers. No citizen could venture to go out of his houfe
without a paffport from the chicfs of thefe banditti, Whe-
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ther from careleflnefs, weaknefs, or corruption, the magi-
ftrate took no meafures to put an end to fo great a cala-
mity. At length, the court of Madrid, roufed by the
clamours of a whole nation, committed the care of the
public fecurity to Velafques. This equitable,” firm, and
ftri¢t man, independent of the tribunals and the viceroy,
fucceeded at length in re-eftablithing order, and fixing it
upon fo firm a balis, that it hath never fince been fhaken,

A war undertaken againft the people of Cinaloa,
Sonora, and New Navarre, hath been the laft remarkable
event that hath difturbed the empire. Thefe provinges,
fituated between Old and New Mexico, did not make a
part of Montezuma’s dominions. It was not till 1540,
that the devaftators of the New World penetrated into
them, under the command of Valques Coronado. They
found there fome petty nations, who, upon the borders of
the fea, lived by fithing, and in the inland parts upon the
produce of the chafe; and who, when thefe means of fub-
fiftence failed them, had no other refource than in the fpon-
tancous productions of nature. In thefe diftricts, neither
clothing nor huts were in ufe. Branches of trees to fhade
them from the heats of a burning fun ; and reeds tied to-
gether to fhelter them fram the torrents of rain : thele were
the only contrivances thought of by the inhabitants to
guard againft the inclemency of the feafons. During the
feverelt frofts they flept in the open air, round the fires
which they had kindled. ’

This country, in appearance fo poor, contained mines,
which fome Spaniards undertook to work. They were
found to yield plentifully ; and yet the greedy proprietors
of them did not enrich themfelves. As it was neceflary to
bring from Vera Crux, upon the back of mules, through
a difficult and dangerous road of fix or feven hundred
leagnes, the quickfilver, the ftuffs, and moft of the arti-
cles required for fubfiftence and for the labours, all thefe
abjefts, when they arrived at the {pot, had increafed fo
much in value, that the moft fortunate undertaking fcarce
furnifhed a fufficiency to pay for them.

It became neceflary to abandon the whole, or to take
other meafures ; the laft of thefe {chemes was refolved upon.
The jefuit Ferdinand Confang was commiflioned, in 1746,
to recopnoijtre the gulf of California, which borders thefe

Qs
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immen{e regions. After this navigation, conduéted with
fkill, the court of Madrid became acquainted with the
coalts of the continent, with the harbours that nature has
formed there, with the fandy and arid places that are not
fufceptible of cultivation, and with the rivers, which, by
the fertility they diffufe along their borders, invite to the
cftablithing of colonies in thofe parts. Nothing, in future,
could prevent the fhips that failed ont of Acapulco, from
entering the Vermeil fea; from conveying with eafe into
the neighbouring provinces, miifionaries, troops, miners,
provifions, merchandife, and cvery thing that was wanted
tor the colonies, and from returning laden with metals.

In the meanwhile, it was indifpenfably neceflary previouf
ly to gain over the natives of the country by aéts of huma-
nity, or to fubdue them by force of arms. %ut how was it
pofiible to conciliate men who were to be ufed as beaits of
burden, or to be buried alive within the bowels of the
carth? Accordingly, the government refolved upon force ;
and war was deferred only from the incapacity in an ex-
haufted treafury to bear the cxpence of it. At length, in
1768, a credit ‘of twelve hundred thoufand livres [ 50,000l ]
was found, and hotftilities commenced. Some hordes of fa-
vages fubmitted after a trifling refiftance, This was not the
cafe with the Aplachians, the moft warlike of thefe nations,
and the moft cager for independence. They were purfued
without intermiffion for three years, with a view of exter-
minating them. Great God! what an idea! To extermi-
nate men ! Could we fay otherwife of wolves ? Extermi-
nate them, and for what? Becaufe they were a high.nzind-
ed péople, and were fenfible of the natural right they had

“to liberty ; becaufe they difdained to be flaves. And yet
we call ourfelves civilized people, and chriftians.

The diftance of both the ancient and new conquefts
from the centre of authority, gave reafon to think that
they would be in a languid fate, till they fhould be furnifh-
ed with an independent adminiftration. A particular com-
mander was therefore given to them, who, with a title lefs
pompous than that of viceroy of New Spain, enjoyed the
{ame prerogatives,

State of Mewico W mult now examine to what degree
under Spatin. of profperity Mexico hath Tifen, notwith-
' ftanding the enormous loffes it has expe-

©
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rienced from foreign enemies, and notwithftanding the do~
meftic troubles with which it hath fo frequently been agi-
tated.

The largeft of the Cordeleirias mountains, after having
croffed all South America, becomes lower and narrower in
the ifthmus of Panama ; continues in the fame form through
the provinces of Cofta Rieca, Nicaragua, and Guatimala ;
{preads itfelf and rifes again throughout the reft of Mexico,
but without ever approaching to that prodigious height
which it hath in Peru. This alteration is more particularly
rvemarkable towards the South fea. The fhores here are
extremely deep, and no bottom is to be found except very
near the land ; while in the Northern fea, it is found at a-
great diftance from the continent. Accordingly, the roads
are as good and as frequent in the firft of thefe feas, as they
are fcarce and bad in the other.

The climate of a region fituated almoft entirely in the
torrid zone, is alternately damp and hot.  Thefe variations
are mave perceptible and more common in the low, marthy,
woody, and uncultivated diltriéts of the eaft, than in thofe
parts of the empire, which beneficent nature hath treated
more favourably.

The quality of the {oil is allo very different. Sometimes
it is barren, fometimes fertile, according as it is mountain-
ous, level, or funk under the waters.

No fooner were the Spaniards mafters of this opulent and
immenle country, than they haftened to build cities upon
it, in thofe places which appeared to them beft calculated
for the maintenance of their authority, and in thofe which
promifed them greater advantages from their conqueft,
Such of the Europeans as chofe to fix there, obtained a
fufficient extent of territory ; but they were obliged to
fearch for planters, whom the law did not allew them.

Another arrangement of things was obferved in the
country places; They were moft of them diftributed to the
conquerors in reward of their blood or their fervices. The
extent of thefe domains, which were only granted for two
or three generations, was proportioned to rank and favour.
A greater or lefs number of Mexicans were attached to
them as vaffals, Cortez had three and twenty thoufand of
them in the provinces of Mexico, Tlafcala, Mechoacan,
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and Qaxaca, but with this diltin&ion, that they were to be-
long to his family in perpetuity. Oppreflion muft have
been lefs fevere in thefe hereditary poficflions than in the
veft of the empire, fince in 1746 fifteen thoufand nine hun~
dred and forty Indians were ftill reckoned there, with
cighteen hundred Spaniards, mcftees, or mulattoes, and
fixteen hundred negro {laves.

The country had none of the: animals neceffary for the
{ubfiftence of its new inhabitants, for ploughing the lands
and for the other wants infeparable from a mixed fociety.
Thefe things were all brought from the iflands already fub-
je&ed to Caftile, which had themfelves lately received them
from our hemifphere. The animals propagated with incre-
dible rapidity. But they all of them degencrated ; and
how indced was it poffible, that they fhould not have ex-
perienced very evident alterations, when they were weak-
ened by croffing the feas, deprived of their ordinary food,
and given up to the hands of perfons who were incapable
of rearing and taking care of them? The fheep were the
moft materially affeéted. Mendoza had fome rams brought
from Spain in order to renew the degenerated race ; and
fince that period, the fleeces have been found of a fufficient
good quality to fupply materials for confiderable manufac=
tures.

The multiplication of the cattle breught on a great in-
creale in the cultures. To the maize, which had always
been the principai food of the Mexicans, the grains of our
countries were added. At firft they did not thrive. The
feeds of them, thrown at hazard among the briars, did not
at firlt yield any thing but thick and barren weeds. A ve-

_ getation too rapid, and too vigorous, did not allow them
- time to ripen, nor even to form themfelves: but this fu-
perabundance of juices gradually diminifhed ; and at length
moft of our feeds, vegetables, and fruits, were feen to
profper. If the vine and the olive tree were not natural-
ized in this part of the New World, this was owing to the
prohibition of government, wkich intended to leave a mart
open for the produtions of the mother country. Perhaps
the foil and the climate would themfclves have rejected
thefe precious plants ; at lealt we have an authority for
thinking fo, when we fee that the experiments which the
jefuits and the heirs of Cortez were allowed to try, gbout
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the year 1706, were not fuccefsful, and that thofe which
have been fince made, have not been much more fo. .

Cotton, tobacco, cocoa, fugar, and fome other produc-
tions, were in gencral profperous : but for want of hands
or indullry, thefe articles were confined to an inland circu-
lation. 'There is nothing but jalap, vanilla, indigo, and co-
chineal, which conftitutes the trade of New Spain with’
other nations. .

Javar is one of the purgatives of moft  Of the culturs
frequent ufe in medicine. It derives its of jalap.
name from the town of Xalapa, in the en- )
virons of which it grows plentifully.  Its root, which is the
only part in ufe, is tuberofe, large, lengthened out into the
form of a French turnip, white on the infide, and full of a
milky juice. The plant which it produces, hath been for
a long time unknown. At prefent, we are informed, that
it is a fpecies of counvolvulug, refembling in its appearance
that of our hedges. Its ftem is climbing, angular, and
covered with a flight down. 1ts leaves, alternately difpof-
ed, are rather large, downy on the upper fide, and wrink-
led on the under, and marzcd with Ilzzven cofte : they are
fometimes entire and cordiform, fometimes divided into fe-
veral lobes, more or lefs diftind,  The flowers, which grow
in clufters along the ftem, have a calix, acorn-like at its
bafe, deeply divided into five parts, and accompanied with
two flowery leaves. The corolla, which is large and cam-
poniform, whitith on the outfide, and of a dark purple
within, fupports five white ftamina of unequal length. The
german, which is placed in the middle, and furmounted
with a fingle ftyle, becomes, as it ripens, a round capfula,
inclofing 1n a fingle cell four feeds of a red colour, and very
hairy.

'this plant is not only found in the neighbourhood of
Xalapa, but alfo among the fands of Vera Crux. It iseafily
cultivated. The weight of the roets is from twelve to
twenty pounds. They are cut into flices, in order to dry
them. -They then acquire a brown colour, and a refinous
appearance. The tafte of them is rather acrid, and excites
a naufea. The beft jalap is clofe, refinous, brown, not
eafily broken, and. inflammable. It is given only in {mall
dofes, becaule it is an aQlive and violent purgative, Its re-
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finous extra@, made with fpirits of wine, is employed for
the fame purpofes, but with ftill greater caution. There
are feven thoufand five hundred quintals of this root con-
fumed annually in Europe, which coft 942,000 livres

(40,5411 135. 4d.]

Of the culture Tare vanilla is a plant which, like the
of the wanilla.  ivy, grows to the trees it meets with, co-

vers them almott entirely, and raifes itfelf
by their aid. Its ftem, of the thicknefs of the little finger,
is greenifh, flefhy, almoft cylindrical, knotty at intervals,
and farmentofe, as that of the vine. Each knot is furnifh-
ed with an alternate leaf, rather thick, of an oval fhape,
eight inches long and three broad. It alfo pu!Ees
forth roots, which, penetrating the barks of the trees, ex-
tra@s a fufficient degree of nourifhment from them to fup-
port the plant for fome time in vigour, when by accident
the bottom of the ftem happens to be damaged, or even fe-
parated from the principal root. This ftem, when grown
to a certain height, branches out, fpreads fideways, and is
covered with clufters of flowers, rather large, white on the
infide, and greenith without. Five of the divifions of their
calix are long, narrow, and undulated. The fixth, which is
more internal, appears in the form of a horn. The piftil,
which they crown, fupports a fingle ftamina. It becomes,
as it ripens, a flefhy fruit, formed like a pod, of feven or
eight inches long, which opens into three valves loaded with
{mall feeds.

Fltis plant grows naturally in uncaltivated lands that are
always damp, fometimes under water, and covered with
large trees; from whence it may be inferred, that fuch a
kind of foil isthe fitteft for its cultivation. In order to mul-
tiply it, it is fufficient to plant at the foot of the trees fome
branches or twigs, which take root and rife up in a fhort
time. Some cultivators, in order to preferve their plants
from rotting, prefer the faftening of them to trees, even at
the height of a foot from the ground. Thefe plants foon
throw out filaments, which defcending in a ftraight line,
penetrate into the earth, and form roots there,

The fealon for gathering the pods begins towards the
end of September, and lafts about tnree months. The aro-
matic that is peculiar to them cannot be obtained without
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preparation.  This Ereparation confifts in threading feveral
pods, and dipping them for a moment in a caldron of boil-
ing water to whiten them. They are afterwards fufpended
in a place expofed to the open air and to the rays of the
fun. A thick and plentiful liquor then diftils from their
extremity, the exit of which is facilitated by a flight pref-
{ure, repeated-two or three times in the courfe of the day.
In order to retard the drying, which ought to go on flowly,
they are rubbed over at feveral different times with oil,
which preferves their fupplenefs, and keeps them from in-
fets. They are alfo tied round with a cotton thread to
prevent them frem opening. When they are fufficiently
dried, they are rubbed in hands anointed with oil, and they
;:cmput into a pot that is varnithed, in order to keep them

efh.
This is all that is known of the vanilla, which is parti-
cularly appropriated to perfume chocolate ; the ufe of which
has paffed from the Mexicans to the Spaniards, and from
them to other nations; and even this information, which
we have obtained concerning it, is entirely modern, and
owing to a French naturalift. It is not poffible, that the
mafters of this part of the New World, notwithftanding
the indifference they have hitherto thewn for the hiftory of
nature, fhould not have better information upon this mat-
ter. If they have not communicated it, it is becaufe they
have been defirous of referving this production exclufively
to themfelves, although only Afty quintals of it are annu-
ally brought to Europe, where they are not fold for more
than 431,568 livres [17,9821.] The time will come when
this matter fhall be brought to light, and then the vanilla
will be as generally known as the indigo is at prefent.

" Tue indigo tree is a ftraight and va- Of the culture
ther buthy p%ant. From its root arifes a of #he indigo
ligneous brittle ftem, of the height of two  #ree.

feet, branching from the beginning, white ’ ‘
on the infide, and covered with a greyith bark. The leaves
are alternate, compofed of feveral fmall leaves difpofed in
two rows along a common cofta, which is"terminated by a
fingle foliolum, and furnithed at its bafis with two fmall
membranes which are called ftipulz. At the extremity of
each branch arife clufters of reddifh, papilionaceous flowers,
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rather fmall, and compofed of a number of petals. The
ftamina, to the number of {ix, and the piftil, furmounted
with a lingle ftyle, are arranged as they are in moft of the
herbaccous flowers. The piftil is changed into a fmiall
rounded pod, “flightly curved, one inch in length, and a
line and a half in breadch, full of  cylindrical, fhining, and
brownifh {zeds. .

This plant requires a light foil, well tilled, and never de-
luged with water. For this reafon, {pots are preferred
which are floping, becaule this polition preferves the indigo
plant from the {tagnation of the rain, which might deftroy
1t, and from inundations, that might cover it with a preju-
dicial flime. Low and flat grounds may alfo be employed
for this culture, if chaunels and ditches are made to draw
off the waters, and if care be taken to plant them only afe
ter the rainy feafon, which often occalions overflowings.
The feed is fown in little furrows made by the hoe, two or
three inches in depth, at the diftance of a foot from each
other, and in as ftraight a line as potfible.  Continual at-
tention is required to pluck up the weeds, which would
foon choke the plant. Though it may be iown ia all fea-
fons, the fpring is commonly prefurred. Moilture caufes
this plant to fhoot above the furface in three or four days.
It is ripe at the.end of two months. When it begins to
flower, it is cut with pruning-knives ; and cut again at the
end of every fix weeks, if the weather be a little rainy. It
lafts about two years, after which term it degenerates ; it
is then plucked up, and planted afrefh.

As this plant {oon exhaulls the fuil, hecaufe it does not
abforb a fufficient quantity of air and dew to moiiten the
carth, it is of advantage to the planter to have a valt {pace
which may remain covered wich trees, till it becomes necef-
fary to fell them, in order to make room for the indigo ;
for trees are to be confidered as {yphons, by means of
which the earth and air reciprocally communicate to each
other their fluid and vegetating {ubltance 5 {yphous, into
which the vapours and the juices being alternately drawn
up, are kept 1n equilibrium.  Thus while the fap afcends
by the roots to the branches, the leaves draw in the air aud
vapours, which circulating through the fibres of the trae
defcend again into the earth, and reftore to it in dew what
itlofes in fap. It is in order to maintain this reciprocal in-
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fluence, that when there are no trees to preferve the fields
in a proper flate for the fowing of indiFo, it is cuftomary
to cover thofe which are exhaufted by this plant with pota-
toes or lianes, the creeping branches of which preferve the
frefhnefs of the earth, while the leaves, when burnt, renew
its fertility.

Indigo is diftinguithed into feveral {pecics, of which only
two are cultivated : the true indigo, which is the fort we
have been fpeaking of, and the baftard indigo, which differs
from the former, in having a much higher, more woody,
and more durable ftem ; in having its foliola longer and nar-
rower, its pods more curved, an§ its feeds black. Though
the firft be {old at a higher price, itis ufually advantageous
to cultivate the other ; becaufe it is not fo frequently re-
newed, is heavier, and yi=lds more leaves, the produce of
which is, however, lefs, from an unequal quantity. The
firft will grow in many different foils : the {econd fucceeds
beft in thofe which are moft expofed to the rain. Both are
liable to great accidents in their early ftate. They are
fometimes burnt up by the heat of the fun, or choked by a
web with which they are furrounded by an infe& peculiar
to thefe regions. Sometimes the plant becomes dry, andis
deftroyed by another very common infet ; at other times,
the leaves, which are the valuable part of the plant, are
devoured in the fpace of twenty-four hours by caterpillars.
This laft misfortune, which is but too common, hath given
occafion to the faying, that the planters of indigo went to
bed rich, and rofe in the morning totally ruined.

This produétion ought to be gathered in with great pre-
caution, for fear of making the farina that lies on thelcaves,
and which is very valuable, fall off by fhaking it. When
gathered, it is thrown into the fteeping vat, which is a
large tub filled with water.  Here it undergoes a ferment-
ation, which in twenty-four hours at fartheft is completed.
A cock is then turned, to let the water run into the fe-
cond tub, called the mortar or pounding-tub.- The fteep-
ing-vat is then cleaned out, that frefh plants may be thrown
in; and thus the work is continued without interrup«
tion.

The water which hath run into the pounding-tub, is
found impregnated with a very fubtile earth, which alone
conftitutes the dregs or blue fubftance that is the objet of
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this procefs, and which muft be feparated from the ufelefs
falt of the plant, becaufe this makes the dregs {wim on
the furface. To cffet this, the water is forcibly agitated
with wooden buckets that are full of holes, and fixed to a
long handle. This part of the procefs requires the greateft
precautions, If the agitation be difcontinued too foon, the
part that is ufed in dying, not bcing fufficiently feparated
from the falt, would be loft. 1f, on the other hand, the
dye were to be agitated too long after the complete fepar-
ation, the parts would be brought together again, and form
a new combination ; and the fult re-alting on the dregs
would cxcite a {econd fermnentation, that would alter the
dye, {poil its colour, and make what 1s called barne indigo,
Thefe accidents are prevented by a clofe attention to the
leaft alterations that the dye undergoes, and by the precau-
tion which the workmen take todraw out a little of it from
time to time in a clean veflel. When they perccive that
the coloured particles colle& by feparating from the rcft of
the liquor, they lgave off fhaking the burﬁ;ets, in order to
allow time to the blue dregs to precipitate to the botrom of
the tub, where they are left to fettle till the water i quite
clear. Holes made in the tub at differcnt Leights we then
opened one afier another, and this ufelefs water is let out.

The blue dregs remaining at thg bottom having acquired
the confiftence of a thick muddy liquid, cocks are then
opened, which draw it off into the fettler. After it is ftill
more cleared of much fuperfluous water in this third and
lalt tub, it is drained iuto facks ; from whences; when wa-
ter no longer fiiters through the cloth, this matter, now
become of a thicker confiltence, is put into chefts, where
it entirely lofes its moifture. At the end of three months
the indigo is fit for fale.

It is ufed in wafhing to give a bluifh colour to linen:
painters alfo employ it in their water colours ; and dyers
cannot make fine blue without indigo. The ancients pro-
cured it from the Eait Indies ; in modern times it has been
tranfplanted into America. The cultivation of it, fuccef-
fively attempted at different places, appears to be fixed at
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Louifiana, San Domingo, agd
Mexico. This laft fort, which is the moft efltcemed, is
known by the name of Guatimala indigo, becaufe it grows
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upon the diftri& of that famous city., The manner in
which it is procured is worthy of remark.

In thefe beautiful countries, where every eftate is from
fifteen to twenty leagues in extent, a part of this large
fpace is annually devoted to the culture of indigo. For
this purpofe it is fufficient to burn the fhrubs which cover
the grounds, and carelefsly to pafs the plough once over
them. This is done in the month- of March, a feafon in
which it very feldom rains in this delightful climate. A
man on horfeback then fcatters the feed of the plant, in the
fame manner as we fow corn in Europe. No one then pays
any attention to this valuable produdion, till the time of
gathering it.

From hence it happens that the indigo grows in fome
places and not in others ; and that the indigo which does
not rife, is frequently choked by the weeds,, from which it
might have been preferved by pulling them up frequently.
Accordingly, the Spaniards gather lefs indigo from an ex-
tent of three or four leagues, than other nations do from
a few acres-of land carefully managed ; and their indigo,
though much fuperior to any other, is not yet fo perfeét as
it might be. Europe receives annually fix thoufand quint-
als okg it, which colt 7,626,960 livres [317,790l.]

This profperity would. infallibly increafe, if the court of
Madrid were to enable the natives to cultivate indigo on
their own account. This perfonal intereft, thus {ubflituted
to a foreign one, would render them more aftive-and more
intelligent 5 and it is probable that the abundance and fu-
periority of the Mexican indigo, would in time exclude
that of the other colonies from all the markets.

TuE cochineal, to which we owe our  Of the enlture of
beautiful fcarlet and purple colours, has the cochineal.
not yet been found anywhere but in Mex-
ico. I had aflerted, from the teftimony even of the beft
writers, that the nature of this colour was not known be-
fore the beginning of this century. Upon fearching into
the originals, I find, that Acofta, in 1530, and Herrera,
in 1601, had defcribed it, as well as our modern naturalifts.
I therefore retraét, and with I could have an opportunity
of doing the fame with regard to many other things 1 have
written of the Spaniards. The ignorance of travellers, and
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the levity with which they confider the produions of ne-
ture in all its kingdoms, is the reafon that natural hiftory
is fo full of falfities, which pafs from one work to another,
and which are tranfmitted from age to age by authors who
fucceflively copy each other. We fcarce give ourlelves the
trouble to examine what we think we are well acquainted
with ; and thus it is, that after having propagated error,
the teftimonies which delay inquiries prolong the duration
of it ftill more. Another inconvenience artfing from this
isy that philofophers lofe time, which is precious, in form-
ing fyftems which impofe upon us, till the pretended facts
uplqn which they were founded have been fhewn to be
falfe.

The cochineal is an irfe@ of the fize and form of a bug.
The two f{exes are diftinét as in moft other animals, The
female, fixed upon a point of the plant, almolt from the
firft inftant of 1ts birth, remains always attached to itby a
kind of trunk, aund prefents to the eye only an hemifphe-
rical cruft, whichgcovers all the other parts. This cover-
ing is changed twice in twentyefive days, and is {prinkled
over with a white and thick duft, which is immifcible with
water, At this period, which is that of puberty, the male,
which is much fmaller, and more flightly made, iffues out
of a farinaccous tube, by means of wings with which he is
provided. He flutters over the immoyeable females, and
fixes upon each of them. The fame female is thus vifited
by feveral males, who perifh foon after fecundation. 'The
bulk pf the female vifibly enlarges, till a drop of liquid,
which efcapes from under her, fhews that the eggs, which
are in great number, will foon make their appearance. The
little infects burft their covering at the time of their birth.
and foon fpread themfelves over the plant, to choofe a fa-
vourable fpot to fix upon. They particularly endcavour to
fhelter themfelves from the ealt wind, Accordingly, the
fhrub upon which they live, when viewed on that fide, ap-
pears quite green, while upon the oppofite fide, which the
infeéts have preferred, it is white,

This fhrub, which is known by the name of nopal, or
Indian fig, is about five fect bigh. Its item is flefhy, large,
flattencd, downy, a little rough, and covered with clufters
of thorns, regularly difpofed upon its furface. It branches
out very mueh, and grows narrow, as well as its branches,
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at every poiat of ramification: this gives to each portion
of the plant thus made narrow, the form of an oval, thick,
and thorny leaf. It hath no other leaves but thefe. Its
flowers, {cattcred over the youn§ ftems, are compofed of a
fcaly calix which fupports feveral petals and ftamina,” The
piftil, furmounted with a fingle ftyle, and concealed at the
bottom of the calix, grows along with it into a fruit that is
fit for eating ; it refembles a fig, and is full of feeds, fixed
in a kind of reddifh pulp.

There are feveral fpecies of nopal.  Thofe which have a
fmooth ftem, with a number of thorns placed too clofe to
each oth#r, are not fit for the breeding of the cochineal,
Thefe infeéts thrive well only on that fort which hath few
thorns, and a downy furface proper to give them a firmer
footing. Wind and cold rain, as well as too much damp,
are injurious to the plant. The mode of lopping the trees
i8 not advantageous. It is better to replant it every fix
years, by putting feveral pieces of the ftems into cavities of
fome depth, difpofed in a quincunx, or a {quare, at the
diftance of fix or eight feet from eacl: other. A fpot thus
planted, and diftinguifaed by the name of ngpalry, is ufu.
ally no more than one or two acres in extent, feldom three.
Each acre produces as much as two quintals of cochineal,
and one man is {ufficient to cultivate it ; he muft weed fre=
quently, but with precaution, in order not to difturb the’
infe&, which would not furvive if it were difplaced. The
cultivator muft alfo take care to get rid of the animals that
would deftroy the plant ; the moft formidable of which is
a caterpillar, which makes its way even through the infide
of the plant, and attacks the infe& underneath.

Eighteen months after the plantation, tlie nopal is co-
vered with cochineals ; but ini order to diftribute them more
regularly over the whole plant, and to prevent them from
injuring each other, from thetr proximity, {mall nefts, made
of the outfide rind of the cocoa, open to the weft, and fill
¢d with twelve or fiftcen females ready to lay their eggs,
are fixed to fpines at certain diftances. The little ones
which come out, fix themfelves on the nopal, and attain to
their utmoft growth in two months, which is the limited
duration of their life. They are then gathered ; and this
operation is renewed every two months from O&ober to

May. The crop may be lefs valuable jf it fhould be mixed
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with another kind of cochineal of a lower price, or if there
be a great quantity of males, which are in little eftimation,
becaufe they are lefs, and that they fall off before the time.
This crop is to be gathered fome days before the laying of
the eggs, either to prevent the lofs of the eggs, which are
rich in colour, or to hinder the little ones from fixing upon
a plant which is already exhaufted, and muft be left to itfelf
for a few months. Beginning then by the bottom of the
plant, the cochineals are {ucceffively detached with a knife,
and are made to fall into a bafon placed underneath, one
of the edges of which being flattened, adapts itfelf exaéily
to the plant, which is afterwards cleaned with he fame
knife, or with a cloth. .

Immediately before the rainy feafon comes on, in order
to prevent the total deftruétion of the cochineals, which
might be occafioned by the unwholefomenefs of the air, the
branches of the nopal, loaded with infant infeés, are cut
off. Thefe branches are laid up in the houfes, where they
maintain their frefhnefs, as all mucilaginous plants do. Here
the cochineals thrive during the bad feafon. As foon as
that is pafled, they are placed on the trees, where the vivi-
fying frefhnefs of the air foon makes them propagate.

T'he wild cochineal, a different fpecies from the fine, or
mefteque cochineal, we have been {peaking of, but cultivat-
ed in the fame places, and on the fgme plant, does not re-

uire as much care and precaution j it is a more hardy in=
e&, and bears the injuries of the air better. The crop of
it is confequently lefs variable in the produce, and may be
gathered all the year. This infeét differs from the other,
mafmuch as it is more voracious, lefs abounding in colour,
and enveloped in a kind of cotton, which it extends two
lines all round it. This fpecies multiplies more readily,
fpreads further and faftey without any affiftance ; fo that a
nopalry is foon covered with them. As its produce.is more
certain, as its price is equivalent to two thirds of that of the
finer fort, and as it propagates upon all the {pecies of no-
pal, it may be cultivated with fuccefs, but feparately ; be-
caule, if it were placed near the other, it would flarve. it,
and the other might alfo be fmothered under the down.
This fpecies is alfo found in Peru, upon a'very prickly no-
pal, which is ¢xtremely common there.

~ As foon as the cochineals are gathered, they are plunged
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in hot water to kill them, There are different ways of
drying them. The beft is, to expofe them to the fun for
feveral days, by which means they acquire a red brown co-
lour, which the Spaniards call renegréda. The fecond me-
thod is to put them in an oven, where they affume a grey-
ifh colour ftreaked with veins of purple, which hath given
them the name of jagfpeada. But the moft imperfe&, which
is what the Indians moft generally pradife, confifts in put-
ting them on plates along with their cakes of maize: in
which procefs they are frequently burnt, and are called
negr ( 3

Though the cochineal be clafled in the animal kingdom,
the fpecies of all others the moft likely to corrupt, yet it
never fpoils, Without any other care than mercF that of
keeping it in a box, it hath been preferved in all its virtue
for ages.

This valuable produétion would probably fucceed in dif.
ferent parts of Mexico: but hitherto fcarce any befide the
province of Oaxaca hath ferioufly attended to it. The
crops have been more plentiful upon a barren foil, which is
beneficial to the nopal, than upen a foil naturally fertile ;
they have experienced lefs accidents in an agrceably mild
expofure, than in places where the heat and cold were more
fenfibly felt. The Mexicans were acquainted with the co-
chineal before the deftruétion of their empire. They made
ufe of it to paint their houfes, and to dye their cotton. We
read in Herrera, that, as early as the year 1523, the mi-
niftry fent orders to Cottez to encourage the cultivation of
it. The conquerors rejeted this kind of labour, as they
defpifed every othery and it was configned entirely to the
Indians. They are the only perfons who ftill carry it on ;
though too frequently with funds advanced by the Spa-
niards, upon terms more or lefs ufurious. The produce of
their induftry is all conveyed to the capital of the province,
which is likewife named Oaxaca.

This town, to which there are beautiful roads leadin
up, and where a perpetual {pring prevails, rifes in the mid
of a fpacious plain, covered with agreeable hamlets and well
cultivated. The ftreets are wide, run in a ftraight line, and
confit of houfes that are rather low, but conttru@ed in a

leafing manner. The fquares, the aqueduét, and the pub-
ic edifices, are executed In a good tafte. There are fome
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manufaures of filk and cotton ; and the merchandize of
Afia and of Europe is in general ufe. 'We have an oppor-
tuanity of feeing £vcral travellers, whom particular circum-
ftances had led to Oaxaca. They have uniformly affured
us, that of all the fettlements formed by the Spaniards in
the New World, this was'the one in which the ? irit of fo-
cicty had made the greatelt’ progrefs. Thefe feveral ad-
vantages appear to be the refult of the cochineal trade.

Exclufive of what is confumed by America and the Phi.
lippines, Europe receives annually four thoufand quintals of
fine cochineal, two hundred quintals of granilla, a hundred
cglintals of cochineal duft, and three hundred quistals of
the wild cochineal, which, when brought into its ports, are
fold for 8,610,140 livres [358.7551. 165, 8d.]

This rich article hath beej hitherto cultivated ounly for
the profit of Spain. M. Thierry, a French botanift, in
defiance of more dangers than can be imagined, hath taken
it away from Oaxaca itfeif, and tranfplanted it to San Do-
mingo, where he cultivates it with a degree of perfzverance
worthy of the courage which animated him in obtaining it.
His firft attempts have fucceeded beyond his expeations,
and there is every reafon to hope that the fequel will an-
fwer to this fortunate beginning. May this fpecies of cul-
tivation, as well as others, extend itfelf {till further, and
engage the attention of other nations ! Are we not all bre=
thren, all children of one common father, dnd are we not
all called to fulfil the fame deftiny ? Is it neceflary that I
fhiould thwatt the profperity of my fellow creature, becaufe
nature hath placed a river or a mountain between him and
me? Doth this barrier authorife me tb hatc and to perfe-
cute him ! How many calamities hath this exclulive predi-
le&ion for particalar focicties brought upon the globe, and
how mag more will it ftill occafion in future, unlefs found
philofophy fhould at length enlighten the minds of men,
too long beguiled by fattitious fentimerits? My voice is
certainly too feeble to diffipate the delufion. But' fome wri-
ter&wil{undoubtcdly arife, whofe rcafoning and eloquence
will, fooner or later, perfuade future gencrations, that man-
kind is of greater concern to us than one’s country ; orra~
ther, that the felicity of the one is intimately conne@ed
with the happinefs of the other. C

To the great expottations we have been mientioning, we

3
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muft add the following articles that are fent from Mexico :
ten thoufand three hundred and fifty quintals of logwood,
which produce 112,428 livres [46841. 10s.] three hundred
and ten quintals of afpecies of Brafil wood, which produce
4266 livres (1771, 158.] forty-feven quintals of carmine,
- which produce 81,c00 livres [3375)] fix quintals of tor-
- toifesthell, which produce 24,300 livres [1012l. 108.] for-
ty-feven quintals of aronotto, which produce 21,600 livres
[gool.] thirty quintals of farfaparilla, which produce 4147
livres {192l 158, 10d.] forty-four quintals of balfam,
which produce 45,920 livres (19131, 6s. 8d.] five quintals
of dragons’ blood, which produce 270 livres [11l. 5s.]
aMl one hundred hides with the hair on, which produce
1620 livres [671. 108.] .
But, as if nature had not yet done enough for Spain, in
granting to her, almoft gratuitoufly, all the treafures of
the earth, which other ndtions cannot obtain without the
hardeft labour, fhe hath alfo beftowed upon her, efpecially
at Mexico, gold and filver, which are the vehicle or repre-
fentative of every produce.

SucH is the dominior which thefe thin-  Of the working
ing and fatal metals have over us, that they  of the mines.
have counterbalanced the infamy 2nd exe-
cration which the plunderers of America juftly deferved.
The names of Mexico, Peru, and Potofi, no longer make us
fhudder ; and yet we are men ! Even at this day, when the
fpirit of juftice and the fentiments of humanity are inculy
cated in all our writings, and are become the invariable rule
of our judgments ; a navigator, who fhould come into our
ports with a vefel laden with riches avowedly obtained by
methods equally barbarous, would land amidft the general
acclamations of the multitude. Where is then that wif-
dom, which is fo much the boaft of the prelent age ? What
is then that gold, which removes from us the idea of vice,
and prevents us from feeling that fenfe of horror which the
fhedding of - blood naturally imprefles us with : There are
undoubtedly fome advantages annexed to a medium of ex.
change between nations, to an external reprefentation of
all forts of value, to a common eftimate of all labours.
But would not greater advantages have been obtained, if
na‘n’onls l};d continued in a ftate of tranquillity, detached

Vol Il. - R .
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from each other, ignorant and hofpitable, than thus to have
become corrupted with the moft terocious of all paffions ?

The origin of metals hath not always been well under-
ftood. It was long thought that they were as old as the
creation. It is now believed, with greater reafon, that
they are formed fucceffively. In faél, it is impoffible to
doubt, that nature is continually in aétion, and that fhe ex-
erts herfclf with as much power in.the bowels of the.carth
as in the regions of the-fky.

Every metal, according to the chemilts, hath-for its prin-
ciple an earth which conftitutes and is peculiar to it. It

refents itfelf to us, fometimes in the form that charafer-
1zes it, and fometimes under various appearances, when it
requires a degree of habit and fkill torecognize it. Inthe
the firft cafe 1t is called native, in the fecond mineralized,
.ore,

Metals, whether native or mineralized, are fometimes
fcattered by fragments in beds of earth that are horizontal
or inclined. But this is not the place of their origin,
They have been conveyed thither by great volcanoes, floods,
and earthquakes, which are continually fubverting our mi-
ferable planet. They are commonlz'. found, fometimes in
regular veins, and fometimes in.detached mafles, within the
rocks and mountains where they are formed.

According to the conje@ures of naturalifts, from thefe
large caverns which are perpetually heated there arife con-
tinual exhalations. Thefe fulphureous and faline liquors
ac on the metallic particles, attenuate and divide them, and
put them in motion within the cavities of the earth. They
unite again; and then, ‘becoming too heavy to fupport
themfelves in the air, they fall, and arc heaped up one upon
another, If, in their feveral motions, they ‘have not met
with other bodies, they form pure metals ; which they de .
‘not, if they happen to have been combined with foreign
Jubftances. i

Nature, which feems to have intended to conceal thefe
metals, hath not been able to fecret them from the avidity
of man. From repeated obfervations, we are led to difco-
“ver the places where there are mines, They areufually
found in mountains, where plants grow with difficulty,
and foon fade: where trees are fmall and crooked ; where
the moilture of dews, rains, and even fnows, is foon dried
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up; where fulphyreous and minera] exhalations arife ; where’
the waters are impregnated with vitriolic falts ; and where
the fands contain metallic particles. Though each of thefe
marks, feparately confidered, be ambiguous, it fcldom hap-
peas, when all of them are unfted, but that the earth con-
tains fome mine. : ' o

But what are the terms on which we extra& this trea-
fure or this poifon from thoft caverns where nature had con-
cealed it ? We muft pierce rocks to an immenfe depth; we
mufl dig {fubterraneous channels, to carry off the waters
which flow in and menace us on every fide ; we muft con-~
vey into immenfe galleries the wood of whole forefts cut
into pr0£s 3 we muft fupport the vaults of thefe galleri¢s
againft the enormous weight of the earth which perpetually
tends to fill them up, and to bury ip their ruins thofe ava-
ricious and prefumptuous men who conitruéted them ; we
muft dig camals and aqueduéts; we mutt invent hydraulic
machines of aftonifhing and various powers, and aI{thc fe-
veral kinds of furnaces; we muft hazard being fuffocated
or confumed by a vapour which takes fire from the glim-
mering flame of the lamps, without which the work conld
not be carried on ; and we muft at laft perith by a confump.
tion, which reduces human life to one half of its duration.
If we confider how many obfervations, experiments, and
trials, all thefe works imply, we fhall carry the origin of
the world far beyond its known antiquity. To fhew us the
gold, iron, copper, tin, and filver, ufed 1n the earlieft ages,
is to amufe us with an idle flory which can only impofe
upon children.

When the labour of mineralogy is finithed, that of met-
allurgy begins. Its objeét is to {eparate metals from each
other, and to detach them from the extraneous bodies
which envelop them. :

In order to feparate the gold from the ftones which con-
tain it, it is fuécient to break them in pieces and reduce
them to powder. The matter thus pulverized is afterwards
triturated with quickfilver, which combines itfelf to this
precious metal, but without forming any union, either with
the rock, or fand, or even the earth, which were mixed
with it. By means of fire, the mercury is afterwards dif-
tilled, which, ‘on feparating, leaves the %:)ld at the bottom
of the veffel in the ftate of a powdqr,.liiv ich is purified in

2
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the coppel. Native filver requires no other prepara-
tions.

But when filver is combined with other fubftances, or-
with metals of a different natuve, great knowledge and con-
fummate experience are requifite to purify it. Every cir-
cumftance authorifes us to think that thisart is unknown in
the New World. It is alfo generally acknowledged, that
the miners of Germany and Sweden would find, 1n a mine
that hath already been worked, more wealth than the Spa-
niard had been able to extra& from it. They would en-
rich themfelves by mines, which, through want of fkill,
have been rejected as infufficient to defray the expences of
working them.

Before the arrival of the Caftilians, the Mexicans had
no gold except what the torrents detached from the moun-
tains ; they had ftill lefs filver, becaufe theohances that
that might bring it into their hands were infidl¥ely lefs fre-
quent. 'Thefe metals were not employed by-them as a me-
dium cf exchange, but ouly as objeéts of -ornament, or of
mere curiofity. They were little attached to them. Ac~
cordingly, they lavifhed the fmall quantity they had of
them upon a foreign people, who made them their idol ;
and they caft it at the feet of their horfes, who, while
they were chewing the bit, {eemed as if they were feeding
upon them. But when hoftilities had commenced between
the two nations, and in proportion as the animofities in-
creafed, thefe perfidious treafures were partly thrown into
the lakes and rivers, in order to deprive an implacable ene-
my of them, who feemed to have croffed fo many feas for
no other purpofe than to obtain the poffeffion of them. It
was particularly in the capital and its neighbourhood that

“this praltice was adopted. After the empire was fubdued,
the conquerors went all over it, in order to fatisfy their

“ruling paffion. The temples, the palaces, the private houfes,
and even the meaneft hovels, were ranfacked and pillaged.
This fource being exhaufted; it became neceffary to have
recourfe to the mines. ’ T

Thofe from which the greateft expetations could be
formed, were fituated in countries which had not yet fub-
mitted to the Mexican yoke. Nuno de Gufman was com-
miffioned, in 1§30, to reduce them to fubjeétion. The ad-
vantages which this commander derived from an illuftrious
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name, did not prevent him from furpafling in barbarity all

the adventurers who had previoufly deluged the unfortunate:
plains of the New World with blood.” Trampling upon

millions of carcafes, he fucceeded in lefs than two years,

in eftablifhing a very extenfive dominion, from which the

audience of Guadalaxara was inftituted. This was always

the part of New Spain the moft abounding in metals..
Thefe riches are more efpecially common in New Galicia,

in New Bifcay, and chiefly in the country of Zacatecas.

From the midft of thefe arid mountains is drawn the great-

eft part of thofe eighty millions of livres [3,333,333l. 6s.

8d.] which are annually coined in the mints of Mexico.

‘The internal circulation, the Eaft Indies, the national

iflands, and the contraband trade, abforb near one half of
this fpecie. The mother country receives 44,196,047 of
thefe livres [ 1,841,501l 19s. 2d.] to which we mult add, .
five thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four quintals of copper,

which are fold in Europe for 453,600 livres [ 18,900l ]

In the earlielt periods.after the conqueft, all the pay-
ments were made with ingots of filver, and with pieces of
gold, the weight and value of which had received the fanc-
tion of government. The neceflity of having a regular
kind of coin was foon felt ; and towards the year 1542,
thefe original metals were converted into coins of different
fizes, Some copper coins were even ftricken, but the In-
dians rejeCted them. When they were compelled to receive
them, they ufed to throw them, with contempt, into the
lakes and rivers. Inlefs than a year’s time, the amount of
more than a million of this coin difappeared ; and it be-
came neceflary to give up a medium of exchange, which
difgufted the lower clafs of people.

Although the breeding of cattle, cultivation, and the
working of the mines, have not been carried nearly to fuch
a degree of perfe@ion as they would infallibly have been
by an altive people, yet the manufadtures are ftill in a worfe
ftate. Thofg of woollen and cotton are very general ; but
as they are in the hands of the Indians, meftees, and mu--
lattoes, and that they ferve only for the clothing of the
middling clafs of people, they are inconceivably imperfed. -
Some better kinds have been.made only at Quexetaco,
where tolerably fine woollen cloths are manufaétured. Bat
it is particularly in the province of TJafcala that the works

R 3
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are carried on with fpirit. The pofition "of this province
between Vera Cruz and Mexico, the mildnefs of the cli-
mate, the beauty of the country, and the fertility of the
{oil, have attraGted there moft of the workmen who have
paffed from the Old to the New World. Thefe manufac-
tures have produced fucceflively filk-ftufls, ribands, gold
and filver, and othet laces, and hats, which have been con-
fumed by fuch of the meftees and Spaniards as were not
able to pay for the merchandize brought from Europe.
Los Angéles, an extenlive, rich, and populous, town, is the
centré of this bufinefs. All the earthen ware, and moft of
the glaffes and cryftals that are fold in the empire, come
from its manufadtures. The government hath even fire. .
arms made there. .

Whatis the rea-  'T'ne indolence of the people inhabiting
Jon that Mexico New Spain, mult be one of the prifidipal
hath not rifen-to  caufes that have retarded the profperity of
gréaser profpe-  this cclebrated region, but it is not the
rity ? only one ; and the difficulty of communi-

: _cation muft have added greatly tothidwant
of alivity. "The circulation of trade is continually ftop-
ped, by all the obftacles that can have been fuggefted by an
unjuit and rapacious admiiftration. There are at moft but
two rivers able to bear even f{mall canoes, and neither of
them pofleffes this advantage in all feafons. There are but
few traces of roads even near the great towns; in every
other part the provifions or merchandize can only be con-
veyed upon the back of mules, and every thing that is brit-
tle upon the heads of the Indians. In moft ef the provin-
ces, the price which the traveller is to pay for lodging, for
borfes, for guides, and for provifions, is rcgulated by the
police ; and this cuftom, however barbarous it may be
thought, is ftill preferable to what is praifed'in places
where liberty {eems to be more refpe@ted.

Thefe obltacles to public profperity have been increafed
by the fevere yoke under which oppreffive mafters held the
Iadians, upon whomalt the hard labour was impofed. “Fhis
evil is become more confiderable from the diminution of the
hands employed to ferve the cupidity of the Europeans.

The.firft fteps of the Caftilians at Mexico were marked:
withblood. 'The carnage extended itfelf during the memor-
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able fiege of the city; and it was carried to the higheft
pitch ofg excefs, in the expeditions that were undertaken to
{ubdué defperate people who had endeavoured to break
their chains. The introduction of the fmall-pox increafed
the depopulation, which was ftill augmented foon after, by
the epidemic difeafes of 1545 and 1§76, the firft of which
deprived the empire of eight hundred thoufand inhabitants,
and the fecond, of two millions, if we choofe to adopt the
calculations of the credulous and exaggerating Torquema-
da. It is even demonftrated, that without any accidental
caufe, the number of the inhabitants hath been infenfibly
reduced to a very few. According to the regifters of 1600,
there were five hundred thoufand tributary Indians in the
diocefe of Mexico; and in 1941, there remained no more
than one hundred and nineteen thoufand fix hundred and
eleven. In the diocefe of Los Angeles there were two
hundred and fifty-five thoufand ; and there remained no
more than eighty-eight thoufand two hundred and forty.
In the diocefe of Oaxaca there were a hundred and fifty
thoufand ; and there remained no more than forty-four
thoufand two hundred and twenty-two. We do not know
the changes that have happened in the diocefes of the fix
other churches ; but it is probable that they have been the.
fame everywhere. :

The cuftom which prevailed, and ftill prevails among the
Spaniards, meﬁees,mu?attoes, and negroes, frequentlyto take
wives from among the Indians, while no one female of thefe
branches hath ever, or fcarce ever, chofe hufbands from
among them, hath undoubtedly contributed to the diminu.
tion of this race: but the effeét of this circumftance muft
have been rather confined; and if we be not deceived,
confequences much more extenfive have been produced by
a fyftem of permanent tyranny.

t muft be acknowledged, however, that in proportion.
as the population of the natives diminithed, that of the fo-
reigners increafed in a very remarkable degree of progref-
fion. In 1600, the diocefe of Mexico reckoned no more
than feven thoufand of thele families; and in 1441, their
number was raifed to one hundred and nineteen thoufand:
five hundred and eleven. The diocefe of Los Angeles reck-
oned only four thoufand, and thefe were raifed to thirty:
thoufand fix hundred. The diocefe of Oaxaca computed:’
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‘only a thoufand ; and théle were raifed to feven thoufand
two hundred and ninety-fix, The ancient inhabitants,
however, have been but imperfectly replaced by the new
ones, The cultivation of the lands, and -the working of the
mines, were the ordinary occupation of the Indians. The
Spaniards, the meftees, the muﬁtattoes, and even the blacks,
have molt of them difdained to: attend to thefe great ob-
je&s: feveral of them live in a ftate of idlenefs. A ftill
greater number of them devote a few moments to the arts
and to,commerce. The reft are employed in the fervice of
the rich.

It is particularly in the capital of the empire that weare
difgufted with this laft circumftance. The inhabitants of
Mexico, who for fome time had reafon to doubt, whether
she Caftilians were a fet of robbers, or a conquering people,
faw their capital almoft totally deftroyed by the cruel wars
that were carried on in it. Cortez foon rebuilt it in a ftyle
very fuperior to that in which it appeared before this cata-
ftrophe. '

The city rifes in the midft of a great lake, the banks of
which exhibjt fortunate fituations, which would be delight-
ful if nature were a little affifted by the efforts of art. Upon
the lake itfelf, the eye beholds with fatisfattion a number
of floating iflands. Thefe are rafts formed by weeds inter-
woven with cach other, and fufficiently folid to bear thick
layers of earth, and even dwellings lightly conftrutted.
Some Indians live there, and cultivate a plenty of veget-
ables. Thefe fingular gardens do not always occupy the
fame fpace. Their fituation is changed, when this alter-
ation {uits the pofleflors.

Very” wide banks raifed upon piles lead up to the city.
Five or fix canals convey all the produétions of the coun-
try toits centre, and in it its moft beautiful parts. A whole-
fome water, which is derived from a mountain at the dif-
tance only of five or fix hundred toifes, is diftributed in all
the houfes, and even to all the different ftories, by means of
aquedudis very well contrived. .

The air of this city is very temperate : woollen clothing
may be worn there all the year., The leaft precautions are -
fufficient to prevent any inconveniences from the heat.
Charles V afked a Spaniard, on his arrival from Mexico,
how long the interval was there between {ummer and win-
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ter ! ¢ juft as long,” replied he with great truth and wit,
¢ agit takes to pafs out of funfhine into the fhade.”

The advantage which this city hath of being the capital
of New Spain, hath fucceffively multiplied its inhabitants.
In 1777, the number of births amounted to - five thoufand
nine hundred and fifteen, and that of burials to five thou-
fand and eleven ; from whence we may conclude, that its
population is not much inferior to two hundred thcefand
fouls. All the citizens are not opulent,.but. feveral of
them are, perhaps, more fo than in any other part of the
globe. Thefe riches, very rapidly accumulated, foon had
a remarkable influence. Moft of the materials, which in
other parts were of iron or copper, . were here made of
filver or gold. Thefe brilliant metals were ufed as orna=
ments for the fervants, for the -horfes, for the moft common
furniture, and employed. for the meaneft purpofes. The
manners, which always follow the coutfe of luxury, were
raifed to the fame romantic train of magnificence. The
women, within their houfes, were attended by thoufands
of flaves, and did not appear in public without a retinue,
which amongft us is referved for the maje&lf of the throne.
To thefe extravagancies the men added ftill greater profu.
fions, which they lavifhed upon the negro women, whom
they railed publicly to the rank of their miftrefles. The
luxury fo inordinate in the common a&tions of life, furpaff-
ed all bounds upon occafion of the leaft feftival. The ge-
neral and prevailing. pride was then in commotion, and
every individual lavifhed millions to juftify his own. The
crimes neceflary to fupport thefe extravagancies were pre~
vioufly expiated ; for fuperftition declared” every man holy
and jult, who beftowed large fums upon the churches.

Every circumftance bore the mark of an oftentation hi-
therto unknown in the two hemifpheres ; the inhabitants
were no longer fatisfied with a decent dwelling, fituated in
wide and even ftreets. Moft of them required hotels, the
extent of which was fuperior to either their convenience, or
their elegance. Public edifices were multiplied, without
recalling to the mind of any man the profperous days of ar-
chiteGture, or even of the beft Gothic times. The princi.
pal fquares bad all the fame form, the fame regularity, and
the fame kind of fountain, with ornaments executed -with-
out tafte. Trees that were ill cholen, ?lnd‘.of a dirty aps
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pearance, deprived the walks of the ornaments which, they
might have received from avenues well dMtributed, and from
water-works. Among the fifty-five convents which had
been founded by a {pirit of credulity worthy of pity, there
were very few of them which did not create difguft from
the fanits of their conftru®tion. The numberlefs temples,
ity which the treafures of the whole globe were heaped up,
were generally devoid of majefty, and were fiot caﬁ:ulated
toinfpire thofc who frequented them with ideas and fenti-
ments worthy of thé Supreme Being, whom they came to
adore. Among this multiplicity of immenfe buildings,
there are but two that are worthy of fixing the attention
of the traveller. © One is the palace of the viceroy, where
the tribunals of juftice are alfo holden, where the coin 8
ftricken, and where the quickfilver is depofited. The peo-
ple, who are driven to defpair by famine, burnt it in 16g2.
It hath been fince rebuilt upon a better plan. It is a fquare
with four towers, and is feven hundred and fifty feet in
length, and fix hundred and nincty in breadth. The ca-
thedral, begun in 1573, and finifhed in 1667, would equal-
1y do'honour to the beft artifts. It is four hundred feet in
length, by one hundred and ninety-five in breadth, and
hat%\ colt 9,460,800 livres [494,200l.] Unfortunately,
thefe edifices are not fo folid as it might be wifhed they
were.

We have feen, that Mexico was fituated upon a confi-
derable lake, 'divided by a narrow {lip of land into two
parts, the one filled with {weet water, the other with falt.
Thefe waters appear equally to flow from a high mountain
at a fmall diftance from the city, but with this difference,
that ‘the falt waters muft neceffarily traverfe fome mincs
which communicate this quality to them. But befide thefe
regular {prings, there exift, a little further off, four fmall
lakes, which in tempeftuous feafons, fometimes difcharge
themfelves into the great one with deftruélive violence,

The aneient inhabitants of this city had always been ex-
pofed to inundations, which made them purchale, at avery
dear rate, the advantages they acquired from the fituation
they had chofen to fix the ceutre of their power upon. To
the calamities infeparable from thefe too frequent overflow-
ings, the conquerors experierced the additional difappoint-
ment of feeing their heavier buildings, though raifed upon
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pikes, fink, in a very fhort time, from foar to fix igches, in-
a foil that had not firmnefs enoughr to fupport them. _

Attenipts were- made,- at different times, to turn afide
thefe dreadful torrents: but the dire€tors of thefe great
works had not fufficient - fkill to employ the moft effedtual
means ; nor were the fabaltern agents fufficiently zeatous
to ﬁg:piy, by their efforts, the want of capacity in theiv
chiefs. ' ;

The engineer Martinés conceived, in 1607, the idea of a
great canal, which appeared in general preferable to all the
methods purfued before that period. In order to defray
the expences of this proje@, the government required the
hundredth part of the value of the houfes, lards, and mercha-
andize ; a fpecies of impoit unknown in the New World..
Four hundred and feventy.one thoufand one hundred and
fifty-four Indians were employed, during fix years, at this-
work ; and the undertaking was afterwards judged to be-
impra&icable. .

The court, wearied with the diverfity of opinions, and:
the troubles they occafioned, decreed, in 1631, that Mex~
co fhould be abandoned, and that a new capital fhould be
erefted on fome other fpot. The fpiit of avarice, which.
objefted to the lealt facrifice ; that of libidioufnefs, which
was afraid of having its pleafures interrupted ; and that of
indolence, which fhuddered at the idea of trouble ; all the
paflions, in a word, united themfelves to oblige the mini.-
ftry to change their refolitions ; and they prevailed, .

Upwards of a century paffed away before the government. -
attended to the daty of preventing the misfortunes of which
the people were inceffantly complaining. At length their
attention was roufed. In 1763, it was zelolved to cut a -
mountain, in which fome excavations only-had till that
titne been made; and the waters have fince had ag free a
paffage as the public fecurity required.. The comnfereial
body have undertaken this great work for the fum of’
4,320,000 livres [180,9001.% They .even agreed to pay
whatever additional expences this labour might be attended
with, and that if there were any favings, they fhguld be ap-
plied to the profit. of the treafury. This generdiity hath
not been a virtue of mere oftentation. The merchants .
have expended 1,890,000 livres [78,750l.] in rendering'
this. fervice to their-country., R S
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Other works are meditated. The Proje& of drying up
the great lake that furrounds Mexico {eems to be at a ftand;
and perfons of the art require 8,100,000 livres [337,500l.]
to complete the new plan in a proper manner. Thisisa
Jarge fum. But what is money, when the bufinefs is to
make the air wholefome, to preferve the lives of men, or to
increafe provifions? What infinite good would the. rulers of
the world do, -and how much will they be honoured, when
the gold which they lavith in inordinate luxury, upon
greedy favourites, or in idle caprices, fhall be confecrated
to the improvement of their empire ! An airy hofpital, con-
ftru@ted with fkill and carefully managed ; the abolition of
beggary, or the employing of indigent perfons; the pay-
ing o of the national debt; a moderate tax, diftributed
with equity ; the reformation of the laws, by the compofi-
tion of a clear and fimple code; fuch inftitutions would
raife their glory to a higher pitch than magnificent palaces;
than the conqueft of a province, after a number of victor-
ies ; than all the bronzes, all the marbles, and all the in.
{criptions of flattery. :

If the court of Madrid, who have the greateft reafon
to entertain fuch hopes, fhould do for Mexico what they
have propofed, they will foon fee this famous city become
the feat of government, the place of the mint, the refidence
of the moft exteniive proprietors, the centre of all import-
ant affairs ; they will behold it foaring to a fill greater
height, communicating to the provinces under its depend-
ence the impulfe it fhall have received, giving energy to in-
duftry, increafing internal circulation, and, by a neceffary
corggquence, extending and multiplying its foreign con-
ne&ions.

Connedlions of TuaTt which Mexico hath formed with

Mexico withthe the Philippines, is the moft notorious of

Philjppines. all thofe 1t maintains through the channel
of the South fea.

When the court of Madrid, whofe ambition increafed
with their profperity, had conceived the plan of forming a
great eftablifiment in Afia, their attention was ferioufly en-
gaged in confidering of expedients to enfure it fuccefs.
This proje&t was neceffarily attended with great difficulties.
"The riches of America fo powerfully attralted the Spa-
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niards, who confented to a voluntary exile, that it did not
appear poffible to engage even the moft wretched of them-
to fettle at the Philippines, unlefs it were agreed to give
them a fhare in the treafures of thofe iflands. This facri.
fice was refolved upon. The rifing: colony was authorifed
to fend every year into America India goods, in exchange
for metals. ;

This unreftrained freedom was attended with fuch ime.
portant confequences, that the jealoufy of the mother-coun.
try was excited. Tranquillity was in fome meafure reftored,
by reftraining a commerce, which was thought to be, and
. which really was, immenfe. The trade that was to be al-
lowed in future, was divided into twelve thoufand equal
fhares. Every head of a family was to have one, and per-
fons in office a number proportioned to their rank. Reli-
gious communities were included in this arrangement, ac-
cording to the extent of their credit, and the opinion that
was entertained of their utility.

The veflels which fet out at firft from the ifland of Cebuy,
and afterwards from the ifland of Luconia, originally took
the route of Pera. The length of this voyage was prodi-

ious. Trade-winds were difcovered, which opened a much
orter paflage to Mexico ; this branch of commerce was
tranfalled on its coaft, where it was fettled.

A veflel of about two thoufand ton burthen is difpatched
every year from the port of Manilla. According to the
laws at prefent in force, and which have frequently been
“varied, this fhip ought not to carry more than four thou-
fand bales of merchandize, and yet it is laden with at leaft
double that quantity. The expences of building, of fitting
out, and of the voyage, which are always infinitely more
confiderable than they ought to be, ‘are fupported by the
government, which receives no other indemnification than
75,000 piaftres or 405,000 livres [16,8751.] per veflel. -

The departure of it is fixed for the month of July. Afe
ter having cleared a multitude of iflands and rocks,” which
are always troublefome, and fometimes dangerous, the gal-
leon fteers northward as far as the thirtieth degree of lati-
tude. There the trade-winds begin to blow, which convey
it to the place of its deftination. It is generally thought,
that if it proceeded further, it would meet with ftronger
and more regular winds, which would hatten its courfe :
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but:the commanders are forbidden, uhder the heavieft penal.
ties, to go out of the track that hath been marked out to'

‘This is-undoubtedly -the reafon that hath prevented the-
Spaniards, during the courfe of two centuties, from mak-
ir}? the leaft difeovery upon am ocean, which would have
offered fo many obje&s of inftruGion and advantage to tmore
enlightened and -lefs circumfpe@ nations, The voyage
lafts fix months, becaufe the veffel is over-ftocked with men
and merchandize, and that all thofe that are on-board are:
a fet of timid navigators, who never make but little way
during the night-time, and often, though without necefli«
ty, make nose at all.

‘The port of Acapulco, where the veflel arrives, hath two
inlets, fggaratcd from each other by a fmall iflard : the en~
trance into them in the day is by means of a {ea.breeze, and
the failing' ont in the night-time is effeted by a land-breeze..
It is defended only by a bad fort, fifty foldiers, forty-two
pieces of cannon, and thirty-two of t{e corps of attillery.
It is equally extenfive, fafe, and commodious. The bafon
which forms this beautiful harbour i3 furrounded by lofty
mountains, which are fo dry, that they are even deftitute
of water. Four hundred families of Chinefe, mulattoes,
and negroes, which compofe three companies of militia, are
the only perfons accuftomed to breathe the air of this place,.
which 1s burning, heavy, and unwholefome. The number
of inhabitants in this feeble and miferable colony is confider
ably increafed upon the arrival of the galleons, by the mer-
chants from all the provinces of Mexico, who come to ex-
change their filver and their cochineal, for thefpices, muflins,.
ch‘i‘na, printed lincns, filks, perfumes, and gold works of
Afia.

At this market, the fraud impudently begun in the Old:
World, is as impudently completed in the New. The fta-
tutes have limited the i?;le to 2,700,000 livres [112,500l.]
and it exceeds 10,800,000 livees [400,000l.] Allthe me.-
ney produced by thefe exchanges fhould give ten per cent.
to the government : but they are deprived of three fourths.
of the revenue which they ought to colle& from their cuf-
toms, by falfe entries. Co

After ftaying here about thrée months, the galleon re.
fumes its courfe to the Philippine iffands, with a few coms
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aties of infantry, deftined to recruit the girrifon of Mdnil-'
a. This veflel hath been intércepted in its paffage tliree’
times by the Englifh, It was takenin ¥587 'Iix Cavendifh,
in 1709 by ‘Rogets, and in 1742 by Anfon. The leaft part
of the riches with which it is laden remains in the eolony's”
the reft is diftribited among the nations which had contric
buted to form its ¢argo. ,

The long paffage which the galleons had tbo mike, had"

made it a defirable thing to have a port whete they might
refit and take in refrethmedts. Such a port ‘was found on
the road from Acapulco to the Philippines, in an archipela-
go known by the name of the Mirianne iflands.

Tuese iflands form a chain which ex- ﬂgﬁ';?tfou of
tends from the 13th to the 22d degree. the Marianne
Several of them aré nothing more than gfands,

rocks : but there are nine of theth which

are of fome extent. There it is that nature, in all her tich.’
nefs and beauty, difplays a perpetual verdure; abounds in’
flowers of an exquifite odour, in waters as clear as cryftal,
falling into cafcades’; in trees loaded with flowersand fruits
at the fame time, and in piGurefque fituations which art
will never imitate. ‘ ’

In this archipelago, which is fituated under the torrid
zone, the air is pure, the fky ferene, and the climate tem.’
perate. ' '

It was formerly inhabited by numbers of people, the ori..
gin of whom nothing remains to indicate. They were un-
doubtedly thrown on thefe coafts by fome ftorm ; but this
event muft have happened fo long ago, that they had for-
gotten their ori{;x’n, and thought themfelves the only inha-
bitants of the globe.

Some cuftoms, moft of them fimilar to thofe of the other
favages of the South fea, ferve them inftead of 3 form of
worﬁlip, of a code of laws, and of a [yftem of government.
"They paffed their days in perpetual indolence ; and it was'
to tlie bananas, to the cocoa-nuts, and efpecially ‘to the
rima, thatthey owed this misfortune or advantage. N

The rima, mentioned by fome travellers under the name
of the bread-tree, is not yet well known to the botanifts,
It isa tree, the ftem of which, that is high and ftraight, is
divided towardsits top into feveral branches, Tts leaves are
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alternate, large, firm, thick, and deeply finuated towards-
their lateral edges. The youngeft of them, before they

unfold themfelves, are inclofed in a membrane which dries.
up, and when it falls, leaves a circular impreffion round the

ftem. They yield, as well as the other parts of the tree, a
very vifcous, milky fluid. From the axilla of the fuperior
leaves, 'a fpongy fubftance is produced, fix inches in length,

and covered aﬁ over with male flowers, very clofe to each

other. Lower down, other fubftances are found, loaded.
with female flowers, the piftil of which becomes an elon-

ated berry filled with a kernel. Thefe berries, which are

Fupported upon one common axis, are fo clofe to each

other, that they are confounded, and form, by their affem-

blage, a very large fruit, ten inches in length, and befet

with thick, fhort, and blunted points. It appears that
there are two fpecies or varieties of the rima. The fruit of
one of them 1s pulpy on the infide, and full of kernls,.
which are good for eating, and which have the figure and

tafte of the chefnut. The fruit of the other {pecies is

fmaller : it hath no kernels, becaufe thefe come to nothing

when it is perfetly ripe. The pulp of it is foft, fweetifh,

and unwholefome, But when it is gathered a little before

it ig ripe, it hath the tafte of the artichoke, and is eaten as

bread, from whence it hath been called the bread fruit.

Thofe who wifh to keep it one or more years, cut it into.
flices, and dry it in the oven, or in the fun.

There are three things which appear worthy of remark
in the hiftory of the Marianne iflands.

The ufe of fire was totally unknown there. None of
thofe terrible volcanoes, the deftru@ive traces of which are
indelibly marked on the face of the globe; none of thofe
celetial' phenomena which frequently light up devourin
and unexpeéted flames in all climates;. none of thof%
fortunate occurrences, which, by friction or collifon, ex-
tract brilliant fparks from fuch a number of bodies: no-
thing, in a word, had given the peaceable inhabitants of
the Marianne iflands the leaft idea of an element fo familiar
to other nations. It was neceflary that the refentment of
the firft Spaniards that arrived upon thefe favage coatts,
fhould burn fome hundreds of their huts, in order to make.
them acquainted with it.

This ufe of fire was little calculated'to give them a fa.
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vourable idea of it, or to make them with to fee it appear
again. Accordingly, they took it for an animal which
fixed itfelf to the wood, dnd fed upon it. Thofe whom
their ignorance of fo new an obje@ had induced to come
near it, having burnt themfelves, their cries infpired the
reft with terror, fo that they did not dare to look at it but
at a great ditance. They dreaded the bite of this wild
beaft, whom they thought capable of wounding them by
the mere violence of its refpiration. ‘They recovered, how-
ever, by degrees from the confternation with which they
had been feized : their miftake was gradually removed, and
they at length accuftomed themfelves to the ufe of this va-
luable advantage, of which all other known people had been
in pofleffion from time immemorial.

Another circumftance worthy of attention is the fuperiority
which the weaker fex had aflumed over the ftronger in the
Marianne iflands. Such was their afcendant, that the wo-
men there enjoyed unlimited power in their families; that
nothing could be parted without their confent, and that
they had the free difpofal of every thing ; that in no in-
ftance, even that of infidelity publicly acknowledged, it was
permitted to be wanting in the attentions that were due to
them ; that how little foever they themfelves might judge
their hufbands to be deficient in mildnefs, complaiéncc, and
fubmiffion, they were at liberty to make a new choice ; and
that if they thought themfelves betrayed, they might pil-
lage the hut, and cut down the trees of the traitor, or make
their relations, or companions, commit the fame havo .

But how could fuch ftrange cuftoms have been eftablifh-
ed, and have taken root? If we credit ancient or modern
accounts, the men of this archipelago were black, ugly,
and deformed ; they had moft of them a difgufting cuta-
neous difeafe; notwithflanding the daily ufe of the bath.
The women, on the contrary, had a tolerably clear com-
plexion, regular features, an eafy air, fome graces, and a
tafte for finging and dancing. It is not therefore furprif-
ing that wiﬁm a%l thefe means of pleafing, they fhould have
acquired an abfolute empire, which cannot be fhaken. It
is truly extraordinary, that there fhould have been any coun-
tries, and efpecially favage regions, where a difference fo-
marked hath been found between the two fexes. The una-
nimity of hiftorians upon this point, will probably never
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filence the doubts that naturally arife in the mind from fo-

improbable an account. .
The united teltimonies of any number of writers, cannot
prevail againtt a well-known, gerieral, and conftant, law of
nature. We know, "that in every part, except at the Ma-
rianne iflands, the woman has been found, as fhe ought to
be, fubje&t to the man. In order to induce meto believe
this exception, it muft be fupported by another ; which is,
that in this region, the women were fuperior to the men,
not only in underftanding, but éven in bodily ftrength, 1f
I be not affured of one of thefe falts, 1 fhall deny the
other ; unlefs, however, fome fuperftitious tenet have ren-
dered their perfons facred. For there is nothing which fu.
perftition doth not alter, no cuftom, however monftrous,
which it doth not eftablith, no crimes to which it doth not
lead, no facrifices which it doth not obtain. If fuperfti-
tion, at the Marianne iflands, declares to man, it 15 the
will of God that thou fhouldft cringe before woman, he
will not fail to cringe to hér. Beauty, talents, and wit, in
all countries of the world, whether favage or civilized, will
induce a man to throw himfelf at the fect of a woman :
but thefe advantages peculiar to fome women, cannot eftab-
lith in any part a general fyftem, of the tyranny of the
weaker fex over the Erongcr. The man commands the wo-
man, even in thofe countries where the woman commands
the nation. The phenomenon, at the Marianne iflands,
would be in the fyftem of morality, the fame as the equili-
brium of two unequal weights, fufpended to levers of equal
length, would be in the fyitem of philofophy. No kind of
authority ought to induce us to believe an abfurdity. DBut
it may be urged, that the women may have deferved this
authority on account of fome important fervices, the me-
moty of which may have been loft.  Suppofing this to be
the cafe, the men would foon have forgotten the gratitude
they might have fhewn in the firft inftance. ’
"'The third remarkable thing in the Marianne ilands, was
a profi, eor canoe, the fingular form of which hath always
attratted the attention of moft enlightened navigators.
Thefe people refided in iflands feparated from each other
by confiderable diftances. Although they had neither the:
means not the defire of making exchanges, yet they withed
to communicate with each other. _They fucceeded in this-
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defign with the affiltance of a veffel, entirely fafe, though
very {mall: a veflel fit for every naval evolution, notwith.
ftanding the fimplicity of its conftru&ion ; and fo eafily ma-.
naged, that three men were f{ufficient for all the manceuv-
res; a veflel, which received the winds fideways, a circuma
ftance abfolutely neceffary in thefe latitudes ; which had the
unparalleled advantage of going and returning, without ever
tacking about, and merely by fhifting the fail ; a ‘veflel, in
a word, fo expeditious, that it ran twelve or fifteen knots in
lefs than an hour, and that it fometimes went fifter than
the wind. .All connoiffeurs acknowledge, that this profs,
- which is called Aying, on account of its lightnefs, is the
moft perfe& kind of boat that hath ever been contrived ;
and the invention of it cannot be difputed with the inhabit.
ants of the Marianue iflands, fince the model of it hath ne.
vef been found in any fea in the world. If it weré reafon-
able to decide upon the genius of a nation, from one fingle
diftin& art, we could not avoid having the greateft opiniox
of thefe favages, who, with coarfe utenfils, and without
the affiftance of iron, have obtained effeéts at fea, which
the moft enlightened people have not been able to procure
to themfelves from a multiplicity of contrivances. But in
order to determine with judgment on this matter, it would
require other proofs than a fingle talent, which chance
may have fupplied ; and thefe proofs are not to be found in
any hiftory. ‘
The Marianne iflands were difcovered in 1521 by Magel-
lan.  This celebrated navigator called them the Ladrone
iflands, becaufe their favage inhabitants, who had not the
leaft idea of the right of property, which is unknown in a
ftate of nature, ftole from on-board their fhips fome trifles
which tempted their curiofity. The Spaniards negleéted,
for a long time, to fix themfelves in this archipelago, where
there were none of thofe rich mines that excited their cu-
pidity. It was only in 1668, that the fhips which ftopped
there, from time to time, in their paffage from Mexico to
the Eaft Indies, landed a few miffionaries on thefe iflands.
Ten years aftet this, the court of Madtid thought that
they did not gain a fufficient number of fubjects by the
means of perfuafion ; and ‘they fupported the fermons of
their miffionaries with a military force. o
Savages, living by themfelves, and guided by awild in<



404 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRABE Book »1.

.Rin& ; to whom the bow and the arrow were even un-
known, and whofe only weapon of defence was a large
‘fick : fuch favages couf:i not refift the European arms and
troops. Neverthelefs, moft of them fuffered themfelves to
be put to death rather than they would fubmit. A great
number of them were the viétims of the difgraceful maladies
which their inhuman conquerors had introduced among
them. Thofe who had efcaped all thefe difafters, took the
defperate refolution of making their wives mifcarry, in or-
der that they might not leave behind them a progeny of
flaves. The population decreafed, throughout the whole
archipelego, to fuch a degree, that it became neceffary,
five-and twenty or thirty years ago, to unite the feeble re-
mains of them in the fingle ifland of Guam. :

This ifland is forty leagues in circumference. Its har.
bour, fituated in the weftern part, and defended by a bat-
tery of cight guns, is formed on one fide by a flip of land
which advances two leagues into the fea, and on the other
by a fhoal of the fame extent, which furrounds it almoft cir-
cularly. Four fhips may anchor here, fheltered from all
winds except the weftern, which never blows hard in thefe
latitudes. :

At the diftance of four leagues from this harbour, upon
the borders of the fea, and in a fortunate pofition, the
agreeable town of Agana is fituated. In this chief place
of the colony, and in twenty-one fmall hamlets fcattered
around the ifland, fifteen hundred inhabitants are diftribut-
ed, the unfortunate remains of a population formerly nu-
merous. ‘

The interior part of Guam ferves as an afylum and a
pafturage for the goats, hogs, oxen, and poultry, which the
Spaniards brought there at the time of the conqueft, and
which have fince become wild. Thefe animals, which muft
either be fhot or caught in a trap, were the principal food
of the Indians and of their oppreffors, when the face of
things was fuddenly changed. .

An allive, humane, and enlightened man hath at length
underftood, that population would not be reftored, but that
it would even ftill continue decreafing, unlefs he could fuc-
ceed in introducing agriculture into his ifland. This ele-
vated idea hath induced him to become himfelfa cultivator.
Stimulated by his example, the natives of the country have
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cleared thofe lands, the property of which he had promifed
them. Thefe fields have been covered with rice, cacao,
maize, fugar, indigo, cotton, fruits, and vegetables ; the ufe
of which, they had been fuffered to remain ignorant of dur-
ing one or two centuries j their fuccefs hath increafed their
docility. Thefe children of rude nature, in whom tyranny
and fuperftition had completed the degradation of the hu-
man fpecies, have followed in the workfhops fome arts of
primary neceflity ; and have frequented, without any evi-
dent figns of relu@ance, the fchools that have been opened
for their inftru@ion. Their enjoyments have increafed with
their occupations ; and they have at length experienced
happinefs in one of the fineft countries in the world : fo
true it is that every thing may be accomplithed by mild-
nefs and benevolence, fince thefe virtues are capable of ex-
tinguithing refentment even in the mind of a favage.

This unexpeéted revolution hath been brought about by
M. Tobias; who, in 1772, ftill governed the Marianne
iflands. May this virtuous and refpeétable Spaniard one
day obtain what would complete his happinefs, the confo-
lation of feeing his favourite children forego their paffion
for the cocoa-tree wine, and their turn for%abour increafe !

If the Spaniards, from the beginning, had been infpired
with the reafonable views of the prudent Tobias, the Ma-
rianne iflands would have been civilized and cultivated.
This double advantage would have procured to this archi-
pelego a fecurity which it cannot expe& from a garrifon of
an hundred and fifty men, concentrated in Guam,

The conquerors, quiet in their poffeflions, would then
have devoted themfelves to their paflion for new difcoverids,
which were at that time the prevailing turn of the nation.
Affifted by the genius of their new fubjeéts for navigation,
their a&ivity would have conveyed the ufeful arts, and the
fpirit of fociety, into the numerous iflands that cover the
Pacific ocean, and ftill beyond them. The univerfe would
have been erlarged, as it were, by fuch glorious labours.
All commercial nations would undoubtedly have derived, in
procels of time, fome advantage from connefions formed
with thefe regions, which were before unknown : fince it is
impoffible that one nation fhould enrich itfelf, and that
others fhould not partake of its profperity ; but the court
of Madrid would have enjoyed fooner, and more conitantly,
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~'the produéions of thefe new eftablithments, If we do not

miftake, this arrangement of matters would have been more

.advanta&edus to Spain, than that which confines the Ma-

rianne iflands to the furnifhing of refrefhments for the gal-
leons returning from Mexico to the Phillipines, as Cali%v: -
nia is deftined to fupply them to thofe who go from the
Phillipines to Mexico.

Ancient andme-  CaLIFORNIA is propetly a long neck of
dern flate of  land, which proceeds from the northern
-L’algfornia. coafts of America, and runs along between
eaft and fouth as far as the rorrid zone : it
1is wathed on each fide by the Pacific ocean. The part that
is known of this penin{ula is three hundred leagues long,
and ten, twenty, thirty, or forty, broad. .

It is impoffible that, throughout fuch an extent of coun-
try, the nature of the foil and the temperature of the air
fhould; be everywhere the fame. It may be faid, however,
that, in general, the climate here is dry and exceflively hot §
the ground bare, ftony, mountainous, fandy, and confe.
quently barren, and unfit for agriculture and for the breed.
ing of cattle. Amidft the fmall number of trees that are
found here, the moft ufeful is the pitahaya, the produce of
which conftitutes the principal food ofy the Californians,
This tre¢ is a fpecies of the cereus peruvianus, which, like
the reft of the fame clafs, hath no leaves. Its flems, which
are ftraight and fluted, have their fides full of prickles, and
furnifh an immediate fupport to fome whitith flowers, fimilar
to thofe of the nopal on which the cochineal lives, but much
longer. The frnits which fucceed thefe flowers have ine-
qualities upon their furface, which are produced by the re-
maining bafis of the fcales of the calix. They are of the
fize of a hen’s egg, red on the outfide, and filled in thein-
fide with a white pulp fit for eating, and {weeter and more
delicate than the ordinary fig. Inthe midft of this pulp
are found fome {mall, black, and fhining feeds. v

The fea, which is richer than the land, fwarms with moft
excellent fith of every kind. But the circumftance which
renders the gulf of California of more importance is the

earle, which, in the fithing-feafon, draw there, from the
feveral provinces of Mexico, a fet of greedy men, who have
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‘been fubjeted to the tax of giving the, fifth part of their
fithery to government.

The Californians are well made, and very ftrong. They
are extremely pufillanimous, inconftant, mdolent, ftupid,
.and even infenfible. They are children, in whom reafon is
not yet unfolded. They are more {warthy than the Mex-
icans. ‘This difference of colour proves that the civilized
ftate of fociety fubverts or totally changes the order and
laws of nature, fince we find under the temperate zone a
favage people, that are blacker than the civilived nations of
‘the torrid zone.

Before the Europeans had ‘penetrated into California,
‘the natives had no form of religion ; and that of their go-
vernment was fuch as might be expeted from their ignor-
ance. .Each nation was an affemblage of feveral cottages,
more or lefs numerous, that were all mutually confederated
by alliances, but without any chief. They were ftrangers
even to filial obedience, although this fentiment be, if not -
more lively, at leaft more pure, in the ftate of nature than
%n that of fociety.

In reality, the helps which a regular fyftem of police af-
fures to all individuals among civilized nations, the young
favages expect only from their father. Itis he who provides
for their fubfitence when they are children, and who
‘watches for their fafety. How isit poffible that they fhould
‘not have recourfe to his benevolence 2 How fhould they not
avoid, with care, what might deprive them of his fupport ?

Refpe&, which is not exafted, can fcarce be diminifthed
in children, who conftantly return, impellcd by habit fill
more than by want, to the cottage in which they were
born, and from which they never wander to any diftance,
"The feparations which education, induftry, and trade, fo
frequently occafion amongft us, and which cannot but loofen
the ties of kindred, are unknown among the favages. They
remain with the perfon to whom they owe their exiftence,
as long as he lives. It is not poffible, therefore, that
they Emuld deviate from obedience. T'vheiy, receive no
imperious orders. ‘There is no being more free than the
little favage. He is born in a ftate of liberty. He
goes and comes, walks out and returns, and.even fleeps
from home, without ever being afked what he hath been
doing, or what hath been become of him. The idea of ex-
erting family authority, in order to bring him back, if he
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fhould choofe to difappear, would never be fuggefted. No-
thing is fo common in cities as bad fathers ;> but there dfe
none to be fonnd amidf the forefts. The more focieties in=
creafe in opulence and luxury, the lefs dre the claims of con-
fanguinity attended to. We may even venture to fay, that
the feverity, variety, and long continuancey of our fyftem of
education ; that all thefe feveral fatigues contribute to alie-
nate the affection of our children for us. Nothing but ex-
perience can reconcile them to us. - We are obliged to wait
along time before our cares are feturned with gratitude,
and our reprimands ate forgotten.” The favage hath nevér
heard any of thefe from the mouth of his parents. He was
never chaftifed by them. When he knew how to-ftrike the
animal on whom he was to feed, he had fearce any thin
more to learn, His paffions being natiral, he can fatisfy
them without dreading the feverity of his parents ; while
there are numberlefs motives which oblige our parents to
counterat our propenfities. Can it be fuppofed that there
is not one child ameng us, who, impelled by the defire of
enjoying {peedily a large fortune, does not think that hi§"
father lives too long ? We with we could perfuade ourfelves
that there were not. The heart of the favage, to whom his
father hath nothing to leave, is a ftranger to this kind of
parricide. ' ‘

In our families, children are apt to think that their aged
parents talk at random ; but it is not the fame in the hut of .
the favage. There is very little talking in it, and a high
opinion 18 entertained of the wifdom of parents. Their in=
ftru&tions fupply the deficiency of obfervation refpeéting the
craft of animals, the woods which contain game, the coafts
abounding in fith, and the feafons and times proper for hunt.
ing and fithing. If the old man fhould relate any particu-
laritics of his wars or of his travels ; if he fhould recal the
memory of the battles he hath been engaged in, or of the
fnares he hath efcaped ; if he fhauld elevate his mind to
explain to his children'fome of the moft fimple phenomena
of nature ;5 if, on a ftarlight night, ftanding -at ‘the
entrance of his hut, he fhquld trace out.to them, with'his
finger, the courfe of the conftellations that glitter over their
heads, according to the limited knowledge he hath-of them:
all thefe circumftances will excite their admiration of him.
Should a ftorm come on, fhould any revolution' happen
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upon the earth, in the air, or in the waters, or fhould any
agreeable or diftrefling évent take place, all the children ex-
claim, our father foretold it to us; and their fubmiffion to
his counfels, as well as their veneration for his perfon, is in-
creafed. When he is drawing near to his lalg moments,
anxiety and grief are painted in their countenances, their
tears flow at his death, and a leng-continued filence prevails
around his bed. He is laid in the carth, and his burial-
place is facred. Annual honours are paid to his afhes ;
and, in important or deubtful circumftances, they are fome-
times confylted. Children, alas! among ourfelves arc de-
voted to fo many diffipations, that their fathers are foon
forgotten by them. It is not, however, that I prefer a
favage to a civilized ftate. This is a proteftation I have
made more than once. But the more I refleét upon this
point, the more it feems to me, that from the moft rude to
the moft civilized ftate of nature, every thing is nearly
compenfated, virtues and vices, naturally good and evil.
In the foreft, as wellas in fociety, the happinefs of one in-
dividual may be lefs or greater than that of another : but I
imagine that nature hath fet certain bounds to the felicity
of every confiderable portion of the human fpecies, beyond
which we have nearly as much to lofe as to gain.

exico had no fooner been pacified, than Cortez con-
ceived the proje@ of adding California to his conquefts.
He undertook this expedition himfelf, in 1526 ; but it was
not a fuccefsful one. Thofe which were afterwards under-
taken in rapid fucceflion to each other, during the courfe
of two centuries, were not more fortunate ; whether the
expences of them were fupported by individuals or by the
government : this continuance of adverfe fortune may be
accounted for.

The cuftom of taking views, tracing plans, or charts, of
the places that were vifited, was not then very common. If
fome adventurer, more intelligent, or more laborious than
his companions, wrote an account of his voyage, it was
feldom depofited in the public regifters ; and if it were, it
-wag buried in the duft and forgotten. The printing of it
would have remedied this inconvenience; but the fear of
making foreigners acquainted with what it was impoffible
to congeal from them, occafigned this mode of communi-
cation to be rejeted.  Thus it was, that the people gain-

Vol. 11, S
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ed no experience.  Abfiirditics were perpetymted ; gndrthe
laft commanders who undertodk thefe expeditions, mifoar-
tied by the (e faults that had prevented Xhe fucoefs of
1he ﬁ’mu- k s Cal'f + 1 !

The conquel © ifornia had been entirely given up,
when the jng'uito, in 1697, folicived perwiffion to. ugnde)m?;
it. Asfeon as they had obtained the copfent of govira~
tent, they began to ewccute a plan of legiflacion, which
they had formed from accurate idoas of the nabure of the
foily the charalter of the inhabitants, and the nflueiqe of
the climate, Their proceedings were not diredted by fana.
ticilm. They arrived among the favages whom they in-
tended to civilize, with euriofitivs that might amufe them
with com for their food, and with apparel caleulated to
pleafe them, The hatred thefe people bore to the Spanith
mame could not fupport itfelf againit thele demonfirations
of benevalence. They teftified their acknowledgments as
much as their want of fenfibility and their inconflancy
would permitthem. Thele faults were partly overeome by
the religious inftitutors, who purfned their project with a
degree of warmth and affidoity pecaliar to their fociery.
They mede themfelves carpenters, mafons, weavers, and
hufbandmen ; and by thefe means fucceeded in imparting
knowledge, and, in fome meafure, a talte for the moft ufe-

, ful arts, to this favage people, whe have been all {nocef
fively formed into ene body. Ia 1743, they compofed
forty-three villages, that were feparated from cach other by
the barrennefs of the foil, and the want of water.

The inhabitants of thefe fmall villages fubfift principally
on corn and pulfe, which they cultivate, and on the frpies
and domeftic animale of Euvope, the breeding of which is
an obje& of continual attention. The Indians have each
their field, and the property of what they reap § but fuch
fs their want of forefight, that they wonld {quander in u
day what they had gathcred, if the miffonary did net take
wpon himfelf to dfinbute it to them as thiey fland in need of
it. They alrendy manufafture fome coarfe zaﬂb. The necel-
faries they are in want of are purchafed with peads, which
they fith m the gulf, and with wine nearly refembling that
ofe‘hﬂein, which they fell to New Spaim and o the gal
leons 5 and the ufe of which, experience hath fhewn, it 3
neceffary'ta prahibit ameng them.
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0.A few laws, thet ave very fimple, are fufficient to regu-
late'this rifing ftate. Iu onder.to saforce the oblervance of
thom, the miffionary chooles the moft intelligent perfon of
the village ; who is empowered to whip and impuifon ; the
only punifhments of which they havé any knowledge. -

Se many ouel and delrudtive {cenes have hitherto dil-
trelfed our minds, that we may he permitted to fop for s
moment in conlideriag labours tbat were infpired by huma.
nity, and dirc@ed by benevolence ; all other conquefts had
been made by force of arme. We have feen nothing but
men deftroying or loading each other with chains. The
regions we have gone over, have fucceflively prefented to
us fo many foencs of perfidy, of ferocioufnels, of treach-
ery, of avatice, and of alt the crimes to which man is fti-
mulated by the combiaation aad viclence of the moft inor-
dinate ne. The traces of our pen bave been conftant-
ly marked with blood. The region we are now entered
upon, is the only ane which hath been {fubdued by reafon.
Let us repofe ourfelves, and take breath. Let the picture
of innocence and peace diffipate the gloomy ideas with
which we have hitherto been affailed, and relieve us for &
moment from thofe painful fenfations with which our heart
hath f{o conftantly been opprefled, agonized, and torn.
Alas ! the new {enfations 1 experience will laft too fhort a
tinte to excite enry. Thofe great cataftrophes which fub-
vart the globe, and the defcription of which is pleafing to
all readers, from the violence of the fhocks they receive
from them, and from the tears, partly delicious, and partly
liitver, which they draw from their eyes, will foon fully the
remainder of thele deplorable annals. Readers, are ye wick-
ed, orare ye good? If ye were good, ye would net, it
thould Geen, kiten to the recital of thefe calamities ; if ye
are wicked, ye would hear them without fhedding a tear,
Yet, I perceive your eyes are overflowing. Ye pant after
happinels, and yet misfartuae alone can-awaken your at
teation. The realon of it is plaia. The afliGions of others
afford you comfort in yewr own, asd yeur felf-eftimation is
incresled by the compaflien you beflow upoa them, . .

- In a1l California. there ave only two gamifons, each ' conm
Glng of thirty mep, and a foldier with every. siflionary.
Thele troops were eholen by the legiflatess, aud were une
der their orders, though they were paid %y the government,

2
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The court of Madrid faw no inconvenience in leaving thefe
trifling forces in the hands of thofe who had acquired their
confidence ; and they have been convinced, that this was
the only expedient to preferve their new conquefts from a
fyftem of oppreflion totally deftruétive. .

Such was the ftate of affairs, when, in 1767, the court
of Madrid expelled the jefuits from California, as they did
from all the other provinces. Thefe miffionaries had form-
ed the proje&t of carrying on their labours upon the two
thores of the fea, as far as the chain of mountains which
conne&s California with New Spain. They wifhed to raife
the empire, the fubjeéts of which they were increafing, toa
degree of power, that might allow them to behold with
tranquillity the voyages of the Ruffians, and the difcovery
of the north weft paflage, which the Englith have been in
fearch of for fo long a time. Far from abandoning thefe
great proje&ts, it is faid that the Spanith miniftry hath ex-
tended them fill further, It will not even be long before
the inhabitants of the two hemifpheres will fee them carried
.into execution, unlefs fome unfurmountable obftacles, pro-
c;eding from unexpeéted events, fhould countera& their

ans.

P But till thefe vaft fpeculations fhould either be annihilat-
ed or realifed, California ferves for a port of refrefhment
for fhips that fail from the Philippine iflands to Mexico.
Cape St. Lucas, fituated at the fouthern extremity of the
peninfula, is the place where they touch. - There they find
a good harbour, refrefhments, and fignals, which give them
information of the appearance of any enemy in thefe lati-
tudes, which are the moft dangerous for them. It wasin
1734 that the galleon arrived there for the firft time ;
w.{were it hath ever fince been ordered, or compelled by ne-
ceflity, to ftop.

The fyftem, adopted by all the ftates of Europe, of hold-
ing colonies in the moft abfolute dependence on the mo-
ther-country, hath always rendered the conneétions of Mex-
ico with Afia fufpicious to feveral of the Spanifh politi-
cians. Far from agreeing with-them in opinion, Alberoni
withed to give an unlimited extenfion to the. freedom of
thefe conne&ions. Itappeared to him a very wife plan,
that the Eaft Indies fhould clothe the two continents of
America. It was his idea, that the colonifts would be drefi-
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ed more to their tafte, at a cheaper rate, and in a manner
more fuitable to the climate. In tiffs of the European
wars they would not be expofed, as they frequently had
been, to the want of the moft common and neceffary arti-
cles of* life. They would be richer, more attached. to the
mother-country, and better able to defend themfelves againft
the enemies it might draw upon them. Thefle enemies
themfelves would %e lefs formidable, becaufe they would
gradually lofe the ftrength which they acquire from
furnithing Mexico and Peru with provifions. Spain, in a
word, by colletting from the merchandize of India the
fame duties which it receives from thofe that are furnithed
by its rivals, would Jofe no part of its revenue. It might
even, upon emergencics, obtain from its colonies fuccours,
which, at prefent, they have neither the will nor the powes
to fupply.

The views of this bold and enterprifing minifter were ex-
tended ftill further, He wifhed that the mother-country
itfelf fhould form immenfe conneftions with the eaft,
through the medium of its American colonies. According
to him, the Philippines, which had hitherto paid an enor-
mous tribute to the induftry of the European or Afiatic na-
tions, that furnithed them with manufa&ures, or produc-
tions, might fend their inhabitants in {earch of them, upon
their own fhips, and obtain them at firk hand. By giving
the fame quantity of metals as their competitors, they would
purchafe at a cheaper rate, becaufe thefe metals, coming
dire@ly from America, would not have incurred fo much
expence, as thofe which are conveyed into our regions, be-
fore they go to India. The merchandize embarked at Ma-
nilla, would arrive at Panama, upon an ocean perpetually
calin, in a very ftraight line, and with the fame winds. By
means of a very fhort-canal, which hath been folicited a
long time by the merchants, the cargoes would afterwards
be cafily conveyed to the mouth of the Chagre, where they
would be embarked for Europe. :

Alberoni was well aware, that thofe powers, whole in-
tercfts this arrangement would prejudice, and whofe trade
it would ruin, would endeavour to obftru& it ; but he
thought himfelf in a condition to bid-defiance to their re-
fentment in the Européan feas, and he had already given
arders for putting the coafts and hnrbougs of the South fea.

R 3
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i a fate not to fearthe ¢ffosts of any feeble fquadrons
that might attack e, . ‘

Thefe views wire approved of by fome. Thofc who
were énthufiafts in favour of Alberoni, and there were many
of them, conceived them to be the fublime efforts of a
powerful gerius, for the profperity and glory of a monas-
chy, which he was endeavouring to reftoie to its former
fplendowr. Others, and thefe were the greater pumbet,
confidered thefe projets, fo great in appearance, mercly as
the ravings of a diferdered imagination, which exaggerated
the refources of a ruined flate, and which flattered itfelf
that it fhould give the commerce of the whole world to a na-
tion reduced, for two centuries paft, to the impoffibility of
carrying on its own. The difgrace of this extraerdinary
man quieted the ferment which he }had raifed in the two
hemifpheres. The conncétions of the Philippines with
Mexico continued upon the former footing, as well as thofe
which this great province mamtamed with Pou by the
South fea, .

Communication THEe coafts of Mexico do net refemble
of Mewico with thofe of Peru, where the vicinity and
eru and Spain.  height of the Cordeleras entertain a per-
petual {pring, and keep up regular and
mild winds. As foon as the line is croffed, at the height
of Panama, the frece communication of the atmofphere
from eaft to welt being no longer interrupted by that pro-
digious ehain of mountains, the climate becomes different.
The navigation, indeed, is eafy and fafe in thefe latitudes
from the middle of Oé&ober to the end of May: but dwi-
ing the reft of the year, the ealms and florms which alter-
nately prevail, render the fea troublefome and dangerons.
The coaft which borders this ocean, hath an extent of
fix hundred leagues. Formerly, not one trading veflcl, nor
fifhing fmack, was known to come out of the perts which
nature hath formed there. This inaQivity was partly owing
to the indolence of the people » but the fatal arrangements
made by the court of Madrid, had contributed ftill more to
produce it.
When the empire of the Incas, and that of Montezuma,
firft became provinces of Spain, the communication between
them by the South fea was open and uncontrouled. Some
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time after this, it was veftraimed to two fhips; and in 1636
it was entirely prohibited. Urgent amd repeated reprefen-
tations determined the government to opew it again at the
end of half a century, but with reftri@ions that rendered .
it of no effe. It was not sill 1774, that Narth and Seuth
America wete allowed to make all the exchanges which
their mutual intereft might require. The feveral parts of
the two regions will undoubtedly derive great advantages
from this new arrangement of things. It may however be
foretold, that it will be more ferviceable to Guatimala than
to any other country. A

This audieace extends its important jurildittion over
twelve leagues to the weft, fixty to the eaft, a hundred to
the north, and three hundred to the fouth : it is formed by
feven or eight provinces.

That of Cofta Ricca is very thinly peopled, but little
caltivated, and fearce affords any thing except cattle. A
great part of the ancient inhabitants have hitherto refufed
to fubmit te the yoke. N

Nicaragua is regularly diftrefled every year with a fix
months rain, which falls down in torrents, and a fix months -
devouring drought. The inhabitants are fome of the moft
effcminate men of New Spain, though among the lealt
opulent.

" The Caflilians have exercifed more cruelties at Hondu-
ras than at any other place. They made a defert of it, and
accordingly they get nothing from it, except a little caffia,
and fome farfaparilla. : .
> Vera-Pas ufed to furnifh the old Mexico with thofe bright
plumages, of ‘which thofe piftures, that have been extol-
led for fo long a time, were compofed. This provinee hath
loft all its importance, fince this kind of trade hath been

- given up. ' ,

Soconufeo fs knevn only by the perfeéiion of its gacao.

The greateft part of this frait fupples America itfelf.
~The two hundred quintals that are brought to- Europe be-
“long to government.  If there be a greater. quantity than

the court can confume, it is fold to'the public at deible the

price of that which comes from Caraccas. o

* Chiapa,” though in. the centre.of :Mexiro, favmed a flate
independent of that empire at the-arrival of the Spaniards:
but this difkriét was alfo compelled to yidd to. arms, the
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progrefs of which nothing’ could flopic There was not
much blood fpilt on this fpot, and the Indians are &ill more
numerous here than anywhere elfe.. As the province abounds
only in corn, fruits, and pafturage,. few of the conquerors
fettled in iv; and this is perhaps the reafon why man is lefs
degraded, and lefs degenerated here, than in thofe diftriéts
that are full of mines, or advantageoufly fituated for trade.
The natives fhew fome intelligence, and a degree of apti-
tude for the arts, and they fpeak.a language which is foft,
and hath even fome fort.of elegance. Thefe qualities are
efpecially remarkable at Chiapa de Los Indios, a city of
fome importance, where the moft confiderable families of
the natives have taken refuge, which they alone occupy,
and where they enjoy great privileges. 'The dexterity and
courage of thefe men, who are lefs opprefled than their
neiﬁlhbours, is habitually difplayed upon the river which
wafhes their walls, 'With a number of boats they form na-
val armaments, inftitute fea-fights with each other, and at-
tack and defend themfelves with furprifing agility. They
build up caftles of wood, which they cover with painted
linen, and lay fiege to them. They do not lefs excell in
bull-fighting, cudgelling, dancing, and all bodily exercife.
How much will thefe accounts make us regret, that the
Indians fhould have fallen under the power of a conqueror,
who hath contraéted, inftead of enlarging, the bonds of
their fervitude.

The province of Guatimala hath, in common with the
other provinces dependent upon it, cattle, mines, corn,
maize, fugar, and cotton : but none of the reft fhare with
it the advantage of cultivating indigo. Tt is upon its ter-
ritory that a city bearing its name is fituated, where all the
offices of adminiftration, and all the tribunals neceflary for
the government of {o large a country, are united.

This celebrated city was built, whether properly or im-
properly, in a valley about three miles broad, anrd bounded
by two lofty mountains. From the mountain towards the
fouth run feveral rivulets and fountains, which delightfully
xefrefh the villages that are fituated on the declivity, and
keep up a perpetual fucceffion of flowers and fruits. The
afpeét of the mountain that is to the north is terrible.
Tﬁcre is no verdure ever feen upon it ; nothing but athes,
and calcined ftenes. A kind of rumbling noife, which the

4
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- inhabitants afcribe to the boiling of metals that “are. in a
fate of fufion within the caverns of the earth, is.continu-
ally heard. - From thefe internal furnaces iffue flames' and
torrents of fulphur, which fill the air with a horrible infec-
tion. Guatimala, according to an expreffion much ufed, is-
fituated: between paradife and hell. ,

The articles ‘that  are wanted in Peru, are difpatched
from-this-capital by the South fea. The geld, the filver,
and the indigo deftined for this continent, are carried upon
mules to the town of St. Thomas, fituated at the diftance
of fixty leagues from the city, at the extremity of a ve
deep lake, which lofes itfelf in the gulf of Honduras. All
thele riches are exchanged in this ftaple for the merchan-
dize that is.brought from Europe in the months of July
and Auguft. This place is entirely open, though it would
have been very eafy to have fecured it from every attack ;
the more fo as its entrance is rendered narrow by two high
rocks, which proje&t on each fide within cannon-fhot of
each other. It is probable that Spain will not alter her
conduét till the hath fuffered for her negligence ; which the
might eafily be made to do.

“he veflels that fhould undertake this expedition might
anchorin perfe& fafety in the road. A thoufand or twelve
hund.-ed men, landing at St. Thomas, might pafs over the
mountains for the fpace of fifteen leagues, where they
would find commodious roads and fubfiftence. The reft of
their way would be acrofs plains that are well peopled and
plentiful.  They would then arrive at Guatimala, 1n which
there is not a fingle foldier, nor the lealt fortification. Its
forty thoufand fouls, Indians, negroes, meftees, and Spa-
niards, who have never feen an enemy, would be incapable
of making the leaft reliflance. In order to fave their lives,
they would deliver up the-immenfe riches they have been
accumulating for more than two centuries, which would
amount at lealt to thirty millions [ 1,250,000l.] The troops
would reimbark with this booty, and, if they chofe it, with
hoftages that would fecure their retreat.

.Unfortunately this danger cannot now be incurred. A
dreadful earthquake hath completely deftroyed Guatimala
in 1772, ‘This city, one of the richeft- in America, pre-
fents nothing but a heap of ruins. ;

. In other countries fuch a city would foon be reftored

Ss
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again ; for what cannot a@ive and induftrious nations do 7
lg!thc‘m_, regions that were thought uninhabitable are pea-
pled; the thoft ungrateful foil io reddered fruitful ; the wa-
ters-are driven back, and this fertlity arifes from the flime;
moraffes are made to bear houfes 3 andi ndam. cots 1oade for
himfelf through the bodies:of mountaine. He feparates, or
‘cohneéts together at pleafore, the vocks, by.bridges which
-are, as it were, fofpended over the oblcure depth of the
abyls, at the bottom of which the angry torrent feems to
murmur at his boldnefs. He raifes dikes againft the fwcll
ing of the fea, and fleeps with tranquillity in the dwelling
which he hath founded on the waves. He colleéts toye-
ther a few planks, and fitting down upon them, orders the
winds to convey him to the extremity of the globe, and the
winds obey his commands. O man! that art fometimes
fo pufillanimous and fo little, how great doll thou appear in
thy projeéls, and in thine aftions ; with two feeble lévers of
fiefh, and affifed only by thime underftanding, thou doit
attack the whole fyftem of nature, and doff fubdue her!
Thoti braveft the confpiring elements, and doft redece
them to obedience! Nothing can refilt thee, whether thy
foul be tormented with love, or with the defire of poflefl-
ing fome beantiful woman, deftined ene day ta become the
objedt of thine averfion ; whether it be {wayed by intereft,
or by the rage of filling thy coffers with riches, from which
thon doft flatter thyfelf with the profpect of enjoyments,
which thou wilt reje@ when in thy power ;. or whether it
be ftimulated with the thirft of glory, or the ambition of
obtaining the applaufe ofthy contemporaries whom thou doft
defpife, or of pofterity, which cannot certainly have a
Hironger claira to thy reverence ¢ If theu doft great things
from paffion, thou doft others equally great from a fpimt
of veflleffucfs and difquictude. Thou watt acquainted with
‘but one world ; and when thou didit conje@ure. the exift-
-¢ncé of another, theu didft go in fearch of it, and didft
find it. I have: progreffively followed thy footfteps in this
New World,  If the boldnefs of: thine ehterprifes fhould
fometimes have concealed their enormity from me, I anr
ftill equally confounded, whether thy orimes freeze me with
‘Borrar, or thy virtues tranfpert.me with admiration.

Such is the piGure of the ferecious Spaniards who con-
quered-America ; but the nature of the climate; a vicious

3



Book ¥1. . IN THE KAST ANP WBST INDIES. 419

‘adminiftvation, and the Elcnt.iful enjoyment of all things,
encymated their defcendants.. Every undertaking which
earried with it the heatt difficulty, was found to be above
the efforts of their cossupted mmds s and  tbeir. effeminate
arms refufed every kind of Jabour. During this lopg pe-
rviod, a flate of let prevailed, of whigh there are, few
examples in hiftory. w was it pofible, that in-fuch a
ftate, a city fwallowed up by valcances, thould have bheen
ruifed out of its ruins ? But for fome years pafk, the {pirit
of the nation hatk been reviving. Already bath the plan
of another city been traccd, mere fpacions, more conve-
nient, more beautiful, than the former: and it will be
erefted at the diftance of eight leagues from that, upon a
move fohid bafis. Already hath the court of Madrid, con-
trary to their ufual and too tardy modes of proceeding, fet
alide the funds neceflary for the conftruétion of the public
edifices. Already do the inhabitants, relicved from thofe
tributes which might have ferved as areafon or 2sa pretence
$or their inadtivity, coineide with the views of goverimment.
New Spain will foon be embellithed with a New Guatimala.
If this exertion fhould continue, or if i fhould mcreafe, the
Englith will probably be driven from the fettlements they
have began between the Lake of Nicaragua and Cape
Honduras.

Tu1s diftri@ occupics one hiundred and  Deferipeion of
cighty leagues of the coait, aad runsback Hozduras, Ju-
into the inlamd parts, as far a3 fome very catan, and
high mountains at a greater or lefs di-  Compoachy.
tance from the ocean. '

The climate is wholcfomse and tempesate. The foil is
ecommonly even, very well watered, and feems fis for all the
produdiions cultivated between the tropics.  The inliabit-
ants are not here expofed to thofe frequent droughts aud ter-
¥ible hurricanes, which, in the iflands of th:ngiew Wald,
fo often fruftrate the moft reafonable expe@ations,

Thecountry is chiefly inhabited by thie Mofkite Indians. .
Thefe people were formerly numersous ;) but the finali-pox
hath confliderably diminifhed their: population.” .1t i3 not
fuppofed that their feveral tribes can at .prefent puc more
than nine or ten thoufawd men nuder arms.

A nation, ftill lefs populous, is ﬁxedsin the environs of.

6
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Cape Gracias-a-Dios, Thefe are the Samboes, defcendants,
as it is faid, of the crew of a. Guinea fhip which. was-fhip~
wrecked in thefe latitudes. .Their complexion, their fea«
tures, their hair, and their propenfitics, will fcarce allow us
to affign any other origin ta.them. . . . .. . .

‘The Englifh are the only Europeans, whom their cupi-
dity hath induced to fettle in thele favage regions, -

Their firft eftablifhment was formed abdut the year 1730,
at twenty-fix leagues diftance from Cape Honduras. Its
pofition, at the extremity of the coaft, and upon the Black
river, which hath no more than fix feet water at its mouth,
will probably always retard and prevent: its progrefs.

At the diftance of fifty-four leagues from this colony: is
Gracias-a-Dios ; the harbour of which formed by an arm
of the fea, is immenfe, and tolerably fafe. 1t is near this
famous cape that the Englith have fixed themfelves, upon
a navigable river, the borders of which are very fertile,

Seventy leagues beyond this, this enterprifing nation have
found, at Blue-field, fome fpacious and fruitful plains, an
acceflible. river, a convenient harbour, and a rock which
might eafily be made impregnable.

In 1769, the three fadtories did not employ more than
two hundred and fix white men, as many mulattoes, and
nine hundred flaves. Exclufive of the mules.and other
articles fent to Jamaica, they fent this year to Europe
cight hundred thoufand feet of mahogany, two hundred
thoufand pounds weight of farfaparilla, and ten thoufand
pounds of tortoife-thell. The number of hands hath been
fince increafed. Sugar-canes have begun to be planted ;
and the firft fugar they have yiclded hath been found to be
of a fuperior quality. '‘Some careful obfervers affirm, that .
a quiet pofleflion of the Mofkito country, would one day be
more valuable to Great Britain, than all the iflands which
that nation now poflefles in the Weft Indies.

. "The Englith do not feem to form the leaft doubt re.
fpe@ing their right of property. Never, fay the writers
of this’ country, did Spain fubdue thefe people, and never
did thefe people fubmit to Spain. They were by right,
and #pfa faflo, independent, when, in 1670, their chiefs, of
their own accord, bad recourfe to England, and acknow-
ledged its fovereignty. So little was this {fubmiffion com-



Book 71, - 1IN THE'BAST AND WEST INDIES, ~ 42%

lled, that it was rénewed at feveral intervals. At their
ﬁicitﬂion, the court of Lopdon fent, in 1741, a body of
troops upon this territory ; and thefe were foon followed
by a civil adminiftration. I, after the peace‘of 1763, the
troops and the magiftrates were withdrawn, and if the for-
tifications, raifed for the fecurity of 'the favages and their
protectors, were demolithed, this was owing to the igno-
rance of the miviftry, who fuffered themfelves to be per-
fuaded that the Mufkito country made part of the bay of
Honduras. This miftake having been removed, a regular
form of government hath again been eftablithed in thefe

regions at the beginning of 1776,

. We-fhould not fcruple to enter upon the difcuffion of
thefe great interefts, if the powers which they concern con«
du@ed themfelves with reafon and juftice : but it is ftrength
and convenience that fettles every thing between them, al-
though none of them have had the boldnefs to acknowledge
it. Monarchs, what is that falfe fhame which checks you ?
Since equity is for you nothing but an idle name, why do
ye not avow- it 2 Of what ufe are thofe treaties which can-
not guarantee the continuation of peace, to which the
weakeft is compelled to accede ; which denote nothing in
either of the contralting parties, except their being ex-
haufted of the means to continue the war ; and which are
always infringed ? It would be better that ye fhould fign
only a fufpenfion of hoftilities, without fixing the duration
of it. If ye have refolved to be unjuft, ceale, at leaft, to
be perfidious; for perfidy is a hafe and odious vice, incon-
fitent with the dignity of potentates. - The fox in. the
lion’s {kin, or the lion in the fox’s fkin, are two animals
equally ridiculous.  But, inftead of addrefling our difcourfe
to deaf perfons, whom we cannot convince of any thing,
and whom we may offend, let us give fome account of the
bay of Honduras and Campeachy, and of the peninfula of
Jucatan, which feparates them.  ~ - ' ‘

<This peninfula is a hundred leagues in length, and twenty -
or five and twenty in breadth. The country is entirely
level. Theré is neither a river nor a ftream to be feen in
it: but the water is tverywhere fo near the furface of thé
carth, and the fhells are everywhere found in fo ‘great
abundance, that this large fpace'muft formerly have made
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past of the fea. ~The firft Spaniards who appeared upan
thefe coafts found, accerding ta Herrees, a very figular
¢évftom eftablithed there. . The'men géncrally cargied.about
them fome looking glafies thade of a fming fione; in
which they inceffantly viewtd theidicives, whils the women
pever made any ufe of this mftramerit,swhich is of fo much
‘value to beauty. - .’ et e

I the continual ufe which women make in our country
of a looking-glafs only fhews the defite that they have of
making themfelves agreeable so the men, by adding to.the
charms which they have received from natuve, every atten-
tion that art can.give them; the men would be taking the
fame trouble at Jucatan, in order to pleafe the women,
Bur itis fo fingular a fad, that we may reafonably ealtitin
gueftion, unleis it be fapported by amother, flill more ex.
traordinary, which is, that the men devote themfclves to-
idlenefs, while the women are conrdemned to labowr. When
the fun&tions peculiar to the two fexes are perverted, I
finll not be furprifed to find in one the frivolonfnefs of the
other. ’ ;

The Jucatan, Honduras, and Ca eachy, did not offer
to the devaftators of the new hcmifpgcre thofe rich metals-
for which they had croflfed fo many feas. Accordingly,
they negle@ied and defpifed thefe regions. Few of them.
fettled there; and thofe who came these by chance foon
contracted the indolence of the Indiars. *Nonc of them
attended to the cultivation of prmdudtioms fit for exporta-
sion. In common with the colonies which had been de-
firoyed or enflaved, they lived upon cacao and. maize ; to
which they had added the eafy and convenicnt sefource of
eattle brought from the Old World. In order to pay for
their clothing, which they either would not, or knew not
how to make themfelves, and for fome other articles of mo-
- derate value, which they were fupplied with from Europe,.
they had properly no other refonrce, than a kind of wood
for dying, known in all the markets by the name of Cam-.
peachy or logwood. : '

The tree which fornifhes it is rather high, hath alternate
bedves, compofed of eight {maller ones, in form of a heart,
and difpofed in two rows along one'common cofta. Its.
fowers, which are {mall and reddith, are colleQed in clufters.



Bock w2, q-ris EXST AND WEST INDIES. - . 423

at the extremities of the Yranches. : They haye each.of
them a calix of a.fingle piece 5 'from the bottem of each
arife five petals, and ten déftin€ ftamina ; she piftil, placed
in the centre; becomes @ fmall oval pod,’ flattened, .and
divided longitudipally inta:two ovals filled with two or
three feeds.  The moft ingernal part of the weod,, which -
is at firlt red, becomes black fome, time after the wood
hath been.felled. ¢ is-only this inmef part of the tree that
yields this black and violet colour, B :

The tatte for thefe eolours, which was perhaps more ge.
neral two centuries ago than it is at: prefent, procwved a
confiderable vent for this precious. wood. 'Fhis fale was
Jor the bemfit of the Spanmiards alone, till the fettlement
of the Englith at Jamaica. ‘

- Ameng the multitude of pirates wha were continually
-cominig from this famous ifland, feveral went to cruife in
the two bays, and on the coafls of the peninfula, to inter-
cept.the veflels that failed there. 'Thefe plunderers were

- fo little acquainted with the value of their cargo, that;, when
they found barks laden with it, they took away nothing
but the iron utenfile. One of them having carried off a
-large veflel, which bad nothing elfe but the logwood on
board, brought it inte the Thames, defigning only te equip.
it as a privateer ; when, contrary to his cxpeétation, he
fold at a very high price the wood which he had thought
to be of fo little value, that he had always burnt it durmg
bis voyage. After this difcovery, the pirates, who were
not fuccefsfol at fea, never failed to repair to the river of

Champeton, where they took on board the piles of wood
which were always found 1anged en the thore,

The peace of the Englifh with Spain having put a ftop
‘to the depredations of thefe pirates, feveral of tbem em-
- ployed themfelves in cutting Indian wood. Cape Catoche
farnifhed them at firft with abundance. As foon as they
perceived it diminith, they went to fettle between V'abafco
and the river of Champcton, about Lake Trifte, and in

Beef ifland, which is very near it.  Tn 1675, theix num-
bers amounted to two undred and fixey, Their ardour,
which at firft was extreme, foon gave way : and the habit-
of idienels prevailed.  As the greatelt part of them were
excellent markimen, the ebafc became their predominant
paffion ; and their former inclination to plunder was rekind-
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led in them by this exercife. They foon began to make
inroads into the Indian towns, the inhabitants of which they
carried off. ‘The women were defltined to wait on them;
- and the men they fold at Jamaica, or ather iflands. The
Spaniards roufed from their lethargy by ‘thele enormities,
furprifed them in the midft of their debaucheries; and car-
ried them off. Moft of them were even taken in their cot-
tages : they were led prifoners to Mexico, where they end-
ed their days in the mines.

Thofe who efcaped took refuge in the gulf of Hondu-
ras, where they were joined by {ome wandering freebooters
of North America. In procefs of time they increafed to
fifteen hundred men. The ftate of independence and plen-
ty in which they lived rendered the marfhy country they
inhabited agreeable to them, Strong intrenchments fecur-
ed them and their provifions ; and they confined themfelves
to thofe employments which their unhappy companions
lamented that they had ever neglefted. They only took
care not to penetrate into the interior part of the country,
to cut wood, without being well armed.

Their induftry was crowned with the greateft fuccefs.
In reality, the ton of wood, which had been fold as high
as nine hundred livres [371. 10s.] was gradually fallen to a
very low price ; but this difadvantage in the price was com-
penfated by the quantity that was fold. The cutters de-
livered up the produce of their labours, either to the people
of Jamaica, who brought them Madeira wine, ftrong li-
quors, linens, and clothes ; or to the Engliflr colonics of
North America, which fupplied them with provifions.
This commerce, which wds always carried on by fmugglers,
and which occafioned much clamour, became lawful in 1763.
The liberty of cutting logwood was fecured to Great Bri-
tain ; but fhe was not permitted to raife forts, and was
even obliged to deftroy thofe which had been built. The
court of Madrid feldom have made any facrifices {o great
as that of eftablithing, in the ceatre of their poffeffions, an
aflive, powerful, and ambitious nation. Accordingly,
foon after the peace, they fought to render even this con-
ceffion, which unfortunate circumftances had extorted, al-
moft ufelefs.

The wood which grows upon the dry foil at Campeachy.
is much fuperior to that which is cut in the marfhes of
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Honduras. The laft-mentioned wood was, however, moft
in ufe, becaufe the price of the former had, for a long time.
paft, exceeded all bounds. This deficiency in the fale was
a juft punifiment of the blindnefs and avidity of the trea-
fury. . The Spanith miniftry at length underflood: this
great truth. The merchandize was difburdened of- all the
duties with which.it had been opprefled ; it was freed from
all the fhackles: which .impeded its circulation, and then it
had a large vent in all the markets. Soon after this, the
Englith found no fale for their commodities. The court
of Madrid, without having failed in their engagements, will
find themfelves freed from a competition, which rendered
the pofleflion of two large provinces ufelefs to them. ' The
port of Cadiz fometimes receives the wood dire@tly from
the place it comes from ; but it is more frequently fent to
Vera Cruz, which is the true point of union berween Mex-
ico and Spain.

Oip Vera Cruz ferved at firft for a It 15 chiefly by
mart. This town, founded by Cortez on Vera Cruz that
the very fpot where he fitft landed, is fitu- Mexico commu-
ated on the borders of a river, which is nzates with
dry one part of the year, but which in Spasn.
the rainy fealon is capable of tgceiving the
lar§eﬁ veflels. The danger to which the feamen were ex-
pofed, in a fituation where nothing defended them againft
the violence of the winds fo common in thefe latitudes, in-
duced them to feek for more fecure fhelter, which they
found eighteen miles lower down on the fame coaft, There
they built New Vera Cruz, at feventy-two leagues diftance
from the capital of the empire.

New Vera Cruz is fituated in a climate rendered difa-
greeable and unwholefome by a burning fun, and by fre-
guent ftorms, It is bounded on the north by dry fands,
and on the welt by infe€tious morafles. The buildings are
all of wood. The only inhabitants are, a moderate garri-
fon, fome agents of government, the navigators arriving
from Europe, and the commiffioners that are neceflary to
receive and expedite the cargoes. This harbour is formed
by the fmall iﬁ‘and of St. Juan de Ulloa. It hath the dif-
advantage of not being able to hold more than thirty or
thirty-five veflels, which are not always fheltered from the
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worthern winds. The entranee into it 8 by two channels
dnly, which are fo narrow, that they will not admit mere
then one fhip at a time. The fea i the neighbourhood is
likewife extremely dangerons. oo account of a great num.
ber of rocks almott even with the furface of the water, It
was generally thought by the pilofs of the country, that
nothmg but a complete knowledge of the fituation, ac~
quired by many years expetience, could poflibly have ena-
bled them to avoid fo many fheals; Some defperate pirates
having forprifed the place in 1712, towers were then con-
ftruéied on the fhore, where vigiltent centinels are continu-
ally on guard for the common fafety.

It is inte this bad harbour, which is properly the only
one there is in the gulf, that the fleet arrives, the deftina~
tion of which 1 to furmfh Mexico with provifions. The
fhips that bring them do not lasd in fucceffion. They are
fitted out at Cadiz, with a convoy, every two, three, or
four years, as occafions and circumftances require. They
are ufually from twelve to fourteen large merchant fhips,
efcorted by two fhips of the line, or by a greater number,
#f public tranquillity be difturbed or threatened. In order
to prevent the dangers to which they might be expofed at
landing, by the hurricanes, they fet out {rom Spain in the
months of February, May, or June. In their paffage,
they take in refrefhments at Porto Rico, and arrive, after
a voyage of feventy or cighty days, at Vera Cruz, fiom
whence their whole cargo is conveyed by mules to Xalapa.

In this town, which is fituated twelve leagues from the
harbour, on the back of a mountam, and well built, is
kept a fair, which was limited by the ancient regulations to
fix weeks, but which at prelent lalls four moatlis, and which
13 {ometimes prolonged to a fusther period, at the folicita-
tion of the Spamifh or Mexican meichants, Whea the
commercial tranfallions are finfthed, the metals, and other
articles given by Mexico in exchange for the produéions
and merchandize of Europe, are fent to Vera Cruz, whete
they are embarked for our hemifphere. The fealons for
difpatching them are not all equally favourable. It would
be dangerous te put to fea in the months of Augudt and
September, and impoffible to do it in O&ober and Novem-
ber. The fleet always takes the rouie of the Havamah,
where it is joined by veflels from Hondoras, Carthagena,
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and other places. - It flops there ten or twelve dayl; to
take in frefh provifions, and to allow, time to the fhips to
freight themfelves with fugar,’ tobacco, and other articles
fupplied by the ifland of Cuba, The fhips then fail through
the firaits of Bahama ; they. continue their cowsfe to the
height of New England, dnd after foiling for a long time
in this latitude of ferty degrees, ‘they. at length weer to the
fouth-eaft, to come. in view of Cape St. Vincent, and to
proceed to Cadiz. : :

In the interval between the failing of one fleet and the
other, the court of Madrid fends out one or two men of
war, which are called azogues, to carry to Mexico the
quickfilver that is neceffary for working the mines. TFhis
quickfilver was originally drawn from Peru ; but the com-
miffions were fo uncertain, {o flow, and fo often fraudu-
lent, that in 1734 it was judged to be more convenient to .
fend it from Europe. The mines of Guadalcanal at fisft
furnifhed the means. 'Thefe were afterwards forfaken for

" the richer mines of Almaden, in Eftramadura. The azo-
ues, on their return, take charge of the produce of the
les that have been mode fince the departure of the fleet,

of the fums repaid for credit granted, and of the funds
which the Mexican merchants cioofe to employ on their
own aceount in the next expedition. The government ha-
bituallyallows three or four merchantmen to accompany thefe
fhips. Their whole cargo fhould confift of fruits and liquors ;
but other important articles are fradulently introduced.
Thefe merchantmen always return with their ballaft; unlefs
by fpecial favour they fhould be allowed to take in fome
cochineal.

¥ the departure of the fleet be delayed from reafons of
convenience or policy, the court fends one of its fhips from
the Havannah to Vera Cruz. It there takes charge of
every thing that belongs to government, and of the metals
which the debtors, or fpecvlating perfons, choofe fo fend
from the new hemifphere mto the old.

From 1748 to 1753, one year with another, New Spain
fem to the mother.country, by the way of Vera Cruz and
of Honduras, 62,661,466 livres [2,610,894l. 8. 4d.]
574,550 [23939L. 11s. 847 of which were in gold
43,621,497 [1,817,562l. 75. 6d.] in filver, and 18,465,519
[769:392l. gs. 2d-] in produétions, at the price in Europe.
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. “Of the produtions, there were to the amount of 529,200
livres [22,094l. 1g8. 4d.] for the crown, and 17,936,219
[747,3421. 9s. 2d.] for the merchants. 1
. Of the gold and filver, there were to the amount of
25,649,040 livres [1,048,710L] for trade, 12,067,007
livres [502,791l. 1gs. 2d.] for the agents of the govera-
ment, or for private perfons who meaat to remit their for-
tunes to Europe, and 6,480,000 livres [270,co0l. ]. for the
government. - N
The court of Madrid cannot fail of fecing this tributé in-
creafe ; and it is upon the following reafons that this con-
je&ture is founded. - , A '
. Mexico was formerly without any means of defence : :for
what was to be expected from a few tradefmen, whom'each
city had put under arms, when the .Rate was threatened
with any danger of greater or lefs importance ? Six regi-
ments of infantry and two of cavalry were foon formed out
of thefe fcattercd militia, and who have fince been difci-
lined by officers fent from Europe. Time exteuded the -
ideas of government. Men, accuftomed to the occupations
of the arts and of commerce, did not appear to afford a
fufficient fupport to authority ; and it was determined to
raife, in the country itfelf, two battalions of infantry, and
two regiments of dragoons, who fhould have none other
but the military profelfion. After the peace of 1463, the:
government thought that a people enervated by idlenefs and
by the climate were but ill adapted to war ; and they fent
fome regular troops from the mother-country into the co-
lony.” This fyftem is flill followed, and there are always
" three or four battalions from our contincnt at Mexico,
which are only relieved after they have ftaid there four
ears,
Y To thefe means of prefervation others have been added,
not lefs effeGtual. The ifland of St. Juan de Ulloa, which
forms the harbour of Vera Cruz, and which is to defend it,
had but a few bad fortifications. Thefe have been razed.
Some extenfive and folid works, calculated to make the
moft obitinate refitance, have been lately conftruéted upon
their ruins, and in the body of the rock. If, contrary to
every appearance, this key of Mexico fhould be forced, the
country, even after this misfortune, would not be without
defence. At the diftance of four-and-twenty leagues from
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the fea, and at the opening of the mountains, in a plain
which nothing can command, the foundations of the mag-
nificent citadel of Perole were laid in 1790. The arfenals,
the barracks, the magazines, and every part of it, are
bomb-proof. -

According to all appearances, the court of Madrid will
never leflen the number of troops they keep in New Spain:
but that part of the public revenue which the fortifications
ufed to abforb, cannot fail of increafing their treafures, un-
lefs they fhould employ them in the colony itfelf, in form-
ing fome ufeful eftablithments. Already large docks are
opened upon the borders of the river Alvarado, where
woods for fhip-building abound. This novelty is of for-
tunate prefage, and will undoubtedly be followed by others.
Perhaps, after having remained for three centuries in a ftate
of oppreffion or lethargy, Mexico will at length fulfil the
important deftination to which it hith been {o long called
up in vain by mature. In this comfortable hope, let us take
our leave of North America, in order to get into the fouth-
ern part of that continent, where we fhall fee, by an ar-
rangement of Providence which will never change, the fame
effe@ts produced by the fame caufes, the fame animofities
excited by the fame barbarity, the fame precautions fuggef-
ted by the fame apprehenfions, the fame oppofitions raifed
by the fame jealoufies ; where we fhall fee one robbery giv-
ing rife to another, one difgrace avenged by a fubfequent
di% race ; where we fhall ftill fee ftupid perfeverance in evil,
and find a leflon of unavailing experience.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.
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